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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  CONVENTION. 


Boston,  Mass.,  October  21st,  1912. 

Convention  called  to  order  by  President  Golden.  He  stated 
that  he  thought  the  delegates  had  w^aited  a  suitable  length  of 
time  for  his  honor  the  Mayor  to  appear,  and  he  believed  that  the 
the  proper  thing  to  do  v^as  to  call  the  convention  to  order  and 
appoint  a  Committee  on  Credentials,  so  that  when  the  time  for 
adjournment  came  around  the  committee  would  be  in  a  position 
to  transact  its  business. 

He  appointed  on  the  committee,  William  W.  Booth  of  Paw- 
tucket,  R.  I.,  Thomas  O'Donnell  of  Fall  River,  Mass.,  James 
Starr  of  Paterson,  N.  Jt,  Frank  McCusker  of  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
and  Ivouis  Ludwig  of  Pompton  lyakes,  N.  J. 

Mayor  John  F.  Fitzgerald  appeared  later,  and  welcomed  the 
delegates  to  the  City  of  Boston  and  assured  them  they  would  be 
accorded  every  courtesy  during  their  stay.  He  pointed  out  to  the 
delegates  the  fact  that  Boston  was  in  his  opinion  the  best  con- 
vention city  in  the  world.  He  drew  a  vivid  picture  showing  the 
comparison  between  Boston  and  some  European  cities,  and  con- 
cluded by  saying  that  he  did  not  control  the  police  of  the  city  but 
if  any  of  the  delegates  should  be  unfortunate  to  get  mixed  up 
with  the  police  that  he  would  try  and  have  everything  fixed  up 
all  right.  On  motion  of  Delegate  Tansey  a  vote  of  thanks  was 
tenderea  to  Mayor  Fitzgerald. 

On  motion  the  convention  adjourned  to  give  the  Committee 
on  Credentials  an  opportunity  to  complete  their  work. 

Afternoon  Session. 
Convention  called  to  order  at  2  p.  m. 

Committee  on  Credentials  submitted  the  following  report:  — 
They  found  eighty-eight  credentials  from  delegates  representing 
two  countries,  eight  states  and  thirty-eight  cities  and  towns  as 
follows  : 
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Delegates  to  the  Twelfth  Annual  Convention  of  the  United 
Textile  Workers  of  America  : 

Mule  Spinners  of  Fall  River,  Mass. — Thomas  O'Donnell. 

Carders  Union  of  Fall  River,  Mass. — James  Tansey,  John 
Harrington,  Friend  Hallas,  John  Taylor  and  Edward  IMcKenna. 

Loomfixers  Union  of  Fall  River,  Mass. — James  Howarth, 
Levi  Wray  and  Charles  Reagan. 

Weavers  Union  of  Fall  River. — Albert  Hibbert. 

Mule  Spinners  Union  of  New  Bedford,  Mass. — Samuel  Ross, 
Albert  Whitehead,  Edwin  Johnson,  John  Halliwell  and  Farrer 
Tattersall. 

Loomfixers  Union  of  New  Bedford.— John  Hobin,  William 
Gri.ndrod,  Daniel  O'Brien,  Henry  Woodworth. 

Carders  Union  of  New  Bedford. — James  Simpson. 

Mule  Spinners  Union  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I. — Frank  MuUarkey. 

Loomfixers  Union  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I. — William  W.  Booth, 
John  H.  Powers  and  Fred  Tanguay. 

Long  Chain  Beamers  Union,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. — Thomas 
McLean. 

Bleachers  and  Dyers  Union  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I. — Peter 
Melia. 

Weavers  Protective  Union  of  Lowell,  Mass. — Thomas  J. 
Reagan. 

Polish  Weavers  Union  of  Lowell,  Mass. — Stanislaw  Woz- 
niak. 

Loomfixers  Union  of  Lowell,  Mass. — Edniiund  Sicard  and 
John  Hanley. 

Cotton  and  Woolen  Yarn  Workers  of  Lawrence,  Mass. — 
Francis  N.  Berry . 

Warp  Preparers  Union  of  Lawrence,  Mass.  —  Francis 
Knapton. 

Mule  Spinners  Union  of  Lawrence,  Mass. — Rudolph  Bernard. 

Silk  Weavers  of  Willimantic,  Conn. — William  Mcintosh. 

Mule  Spinners  Union  of  Willimantic,  Conn. — Jas.  Atherton. 

Upholstery  Weavers  Union  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. — Tobias 
Hall  and  Frank  McCusker. 

Boarders  Union  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. — August  Christenson, 
Paul  Hinkle  and  Thomas  Bell. 
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Full  Fashioned  Knitters  Union  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. — Frank 
McKosky. 

Silk  Workers  Union  of  Mayfield,  Pa. — Miss  Cora  Adams. 

Textile  Workers  Union  of  West  Warren,  Mass. — Marcin 
Missiasek  and  Wojciech  Padykuta. 

Silk  Workers  of  Pompton  I^akes,  N.  J. — Uouis  I^udwig. 

ClothWeavers  Union  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. — John  Whitehead . 

Swift  Spoolers  of  Willimantic,  Conn. — Mrs.  J.  Gifford. 

Textile  Workers  of  Bondsville,  Mass. — Joseph  Dudajek. 

Silk  Workers  of  Taylor,  Pa. — ^Miss  Mary  Uangan. 

Textile  Workers  of  Scranton,  Pa. — Joseph  McNamarra. 

Jackspinners  Union  of  Cohoes,  N.  Y. — Joseph  H.  Johnson. 

Carders  Union  of  Cohoes,  N.  Y. — Frank  Baker. 

Weavers  Union  of  Cohoes,  N.  Y. — Treffley  Beaudreau. 

Mulespinners  Union  of  Maynard,  Mass.  —  Bernard  H. 
Carrigan. 

Textile  Workers  of  Maynard,  Mass. — Adolph  Suihkoven. 
Carpet  Weavers  Union  of  Peterboro,  Ont.  —  Charles  A. 
Miles. 

Textile  Workers  of  Knoxville,  Tenn. — J.  B.  Brantley. 
Carpet  Workers  of  Roxbury,  Mass  — Mrs.  Sara  A.  Conboy. 
Silk  Workers  Union  of  Jamaica  Plain,    Mass. — Patrick 
Mulligan. 

Silk  Uoomfixers  and  Twisters  of  Paterson,  N.  J. — Thomas 
Morgan  and  John  Wilson. 

Horizontal  Warpers  Union  of  Paterson,  N.  J. — James  Starr 
and  James  Ratcliffe. 

Textile  Workers  of  New  York  Mills,  N.  Y.— Jan  Sroka 
and  Michal  Smola. 

Carpet  Workers  of  Amsterdam,  N.  Y. — Arthur  Lewis. 

Textile  Workers  Union  of  Brunswick,  Me. — Delphis  Lavoie. 

Textile  Workers  Union  of  Thorndike,  Mass. — Albert 
Kolbusz. 

Carpet  Weavers  Union  of  Rifton,  N.Y. — George  Van  Vliet. 
Mule  Spinners  Union  of  Holyoke,  Mass. — Urban  Fleming. 
Cloth  Pressers  Union  of  Holyoke,  Mass. — Walter  Gray. 
Textile  Workers  Union  of  lyudlow,  No.  720. — Jan  Fierlit, 
Stanislaw  I^igarski. 
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Textile  Workers  Union,  No.  763,  Ludlow,  Mass. — J.  L. 
Savard. 

Textile  Workers  of  Utica,  N.  Y  — Michal  Kostor. 
lyoomfixers  Union  of  Chicopee,  Mass. — Joseph  Minszewski. 
Loomfixers  Union  of  Soniersworth,  N.  H. — Leon  Morin. 
Textile  Workers  Union  of  Three  Rivers,  Mass. — Joseph 
Zeiba. 

Textile  Workers  Union  of  Chicopee,  Mass. — Andrzej  Wiew- 
inrski,  Michat  Tryba  and  Marcin  Rzesziith. 

Hosiery  Workers  of  Wilkes- Barre,  Pa. — John  Tasco. 

Weavers  Union  of  Manchester,  N.  H. — Mary  Gleason. 

Hacklers  Union  of  Newark,  N.  J. — John  Wilson. 

Mule  Spinners  Union  of  Adams,  Mass. — John  H.  Kenyon 
and  Edward  Mclnernery. 

Roll  call  showed  all  delegates  present. 

The  President  appointed  Mr.  John  Taylor  of  Fall  River, 
Mass.  as  Sergeant-at-arms  for  the  entire  convention,  and  Mr. 
Levi  Wray  of  Fall  River  as  Messenger. 

The  Secretary  requested  the  delegates  to  vote  upon  the 
question  of  having  a  photograph  of  the  delegates  to  the  conven- 
tion and  the  question  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Delegate  Mullarkey  of  Pawtucket  moved  that  representa- 
tives of  the  press  be  not  adminted. 

Delegate  Tansey  amended  the  motion  that  the  representa- 
tives of  the  press  be  admitted,  subject  to  their  matter  being 
censored. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  submitted  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment that  no  reporter  be  admitted  unless  he  can  show  member- 
ship in  the  News  Writers'  Union.  , 

Delegate  Hobin  of  New  Bedford  spoke  for  admittance  of  the 
press  irrespective  of  their  membership  in  the  union. 

Delegate  Tansey  argued  strongly  for  the  admittance  of  the 
press  along  the  lines  of  his  amendment. 

Delegate  Mullarkey  said  that  the  reason  that  he  had  made 
the  motion  was  because  in  the  times  past  he  believed  that  the 
reporters  had  not  sent  out  a  truthful  report. 

On  a  vote  the  press  repre'sentatives  were  allowed  in  the  con- 
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vention  with  the  understanding  that  all  matter  sent  out  should 
receive  the  sanction  of  the  General  Officers. 

President  Golden  addres.sed  the  convention,  calling  the 
delegates  attention  to  their  duties  and  expressed  the  hope  that 
the  deliberations  would  be  harmonious  and  productive  of  much 
good  to  the  organization. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  submitted  a  supplementary 
report  tbat  they  had  received  a  credential  from  Mr.  J.  E.  Brant- 
ley of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  and  the  report  was  accepted. 

Delegate  Tansey  moved  and  Delegate  Gray  seconded  that  a 
committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  retire  and  bring  in  rules  for  the 
guidance  of  the  convention. 

President  Golden  appointed  on  that  committee,  Delegates 
James  Tansey,  Urban  Pleming,  Thomas  J.  Bell,  John  H.  Powders 
and  Joseph  Minszewski. 

Mr.  James  T.  Moriarity,  President  of  the  Boston  Central 
Labor  Union  was  introduced  to  the  convention,  and  he  wel- 
comed the  delegates  to  the  City  of  Boston  on  behalf  of  the 
Central  Body. 

Mr.  Austin  P.  Kaveney,  a  member  of  the  Cigarmakers'  label 
staff  addressed  the  convention  on  the  duties  of  the  delegates 
toward  the  union  label  of  all  crafts. 

Victor  Altman  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  a  member  of  the  Garment 
Workers'  Union,  also  addressed  the  convention,  urging  upon  the 
delegates  the  need  for  more  solidarity  among  the  working  classes. 

Delegate  Tansey  moved  and  Delegate  Mullarkey  seconded 
that  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  be  tendered  to  the  speakers  for  their 
kind  words  of  encouragement.    Motion  adopted. 

Delegate  Tansey,  reporting  for  the  special  committee  ap- 
pointed to  submit  rules  for  the  guidance  of  the  convention 
reported  as  follows  : 

That  the  sessions  of  the  convention  be  from  9  a.m.  to  12  m. 
and  from  2  p.  m.  to  5  p  m.  afternoon. 

That  all  resolutions  must  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee 
on  Resolutions  before  5  p.  m  ,  Wednesday.  Resolutions  submitted 
after  that  time  must  secure  the  consent  of  the  convention. 

In  all  other  respects  the  convention  to  be  governed  by  the 
rules  laid  down  by  the  Constitution  and  By-laws.  Report  of  the 
Rules  committee  was  adopted. 
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President's  Report 


Our  Intrrnationai.  Union. 

Boston,  Mass.,  October  21,  1912. 

It  is  no  stretch  of  imagination  to  say  that  the  current  year 
has  been  one  of  the  most  eventful  years  in  the  history  of  our  In- 
ternational Union.  PVom  the  close  of  our  convention  one  year 
ago,  we  have  been  facing  and  contending  with  an  element  of  in- 
dustrial unrest  such  as  never  prevailed  in  the  textile  industry 
before. 

Our  resources,  both  industrially  and  financially,  were  many 
times  taxed  to  the  limit;  the  work  done  and  the  many  sacrifices 
made  to  safely  pilot  our  organization  through  this  tempest  of  in- 
dustrial and  social  unrest  can  never  be  adequately  told.  Thank 
God  we  can  say  with  pride  and  satisfaction  that  every  obligation 
has  been  met,  and  the  best  efforts  that  human  mind  and  brain 
could  command  have  been  used  to  their  fullest  extent  to  the  end 
that  those  who  have  seen  fit  to  come  under  the  protection  of  our 
organization  might  be  benefited. 

I  would  urge  you  at  this  time  to  pay  the  closest  attention 
to  every  line  and  sentence,  not  only  in  this  report,  but  also  in  the 
report  of  the  other  officers  and  organizers,  so  that  you  may  have 
a  clear  idea  of  the  work  that  has  been  accomplished  in  the  fur- 
ther up-building  of  our  International  Union. 

lyABOR  I^KGISIvATlON. 

Good  work  has  been  accomplished  during  the  year  in  secur- 
ing the  passage  of  laws  for  the  better  protection  of  wage  workers. 
Workmen's  Compensation  Acts  have  been  secured  in  several 
States,  making  it  possible  for  wage  earners,  meeting  with  acci- 
dents while  following  their  employment  to  secure  adequate 
compensation  for  time  and  wages  lost  without  being  compelled  to 
await  the  result  of  long  litigation  in  the  courts,  which  meant, 
even  if  the  injured  workman  won  his  case,  a  large  part  of  the 
damage  claim  received  went  to  pay  legal  expenses. 
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Much  interest  is  centered  in  the  working-out  of  these 
Workmen's  Compensation  Acts,  as  they  affect  textile  workers 
especially  in  New  Jersey  and  Massachusetts  where  these  Acts  are 
now  undergoing  the  tests  of  actual  experience. 

We  have  also  been  successful  in  securing  the  passage  of  laws 
making  for  a  shorter  work  week  for  textile  workers.  The  most 
notable  instances  being  in  Massachusetts  and  New  York  State, 
where,  after  many  years  of  effort,  a  fifty-four  hour  law  for  women 
and  minors  is  now  in  actual  operation  in  these  two  progressive 
states. 

We  have  reason  to  be  proud  of  this  achievement  in  Massa- 
chusetts and  New  York  State,  considering  the  fact  that  these  two 
States,  both  large  textile  manufacturing  centres ^  are  now,  so  far 
as  hours  of  labor  for  textile  workers  is  concerned,  not  only  abreast 
of  the  times  here,  but  are  in  reality  in  advance  of  any  of  the 
European  countries,  not  excepting  England,  where  the  law 
stands  at  fifty-five  and  one-half  hours  per  week. 

Coupled  with  the  passage  of  these  humane  and  progressive 
labor  laws,  is  the  further  fact  that  legislation  has  also  been 
enacted  in  many  States  insuring  a  better  enforcement  of  the  labor 
laws  b}^  the  bringing  about  of  a  better  system  of  factory  inspection. 
The  lack  of  enforcement  of  existing  labor  laws  is  a  bone  of  keen 
contention  in  many  States.  This  is  usually  caused  by  incompetent 
inspectors,  men  who  either  cannot  or  will  not  do  the  work  pro- 
perly. I  would  advise  that  the  agitation  be  kept  up  in  the 
various  States  for  better  enforcement  of  labor  laws,  realizing  that 
no  matter  how  good  the  laws  may  be  they  are  simply  a  dead  let- 
ter if  not  enforced. 

In  addition  to  the  labor  bills  passed  in  the  various  States,  it 
is  also  pleasing  to  know  that  twenty  labor  measures  went  through 
the  last  Congress,  more  than  ever  passed  through  there  before  in 
any  ten  years  period.  Some  of  the  Bills  were  of  great  import  to 
the  wage  workers,  such  as  the  Eight-Hour  Bill,  extending  the 
law  to  work  done  for  the  Government,  as  well  as  to  work  done 
by  the  Goverinnent.  It  is  a  pleasing  fact  in  conjunction  with 
this  Eight-Hour  Bill,  to  know  that  it  is  framed,  introduced  and 
carried  through  the  House  of  Representatives  principally  through 
the  efforts  of  an  ex- Textile  Worker,  Congressman  Wm.  H. 
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Hughes,  of  Paterson,  N.J.  Then  came  the  Children's  Bureau 
.Bill,  to  promote  the  welfare  of  children  and  devise  means  where- 
,by  the  necessities  of  the  parents  can  not  be  used  to  retard  the 
development  of  the  children  who  are.  the  citizens  of  to-morrow. 
The  Anti-Injunction  Bill,  to  protect  workingmen  during  the 
period  ot  trade  disputes,  and  give  to  them  the  same  protection  of 
the  courts  that  other  men  enjoy.  The  Contempt  Bill,  to  provide 
a  trial  by  jury  in  the  case  of  indirect  contempt  when  the  acts 
alleged  to  have  been  committed  are  of  a  criminal  character. 

The  Department  of  lyabor  Bill,  creating  a  Department  of 
Labor,  with  a  secretary  who  shall  be  a  member  of  the  President's 
Cabinet.  Also  such  important  bills  as  The  Industrial  Commis- 
sion Bill,  The  Investigation  of  the  Taylor  System,  a  system  of 
shop  management,  which  contemplated  to  have  one  man  stand 
over  another  with  a  stop  watch  in  order  to  drive  him  to  the  ut- 
most limits  of  human  endurance.  The  Seamans  Bill,  The  Con- 
vict I^aborBill,  The  Bureau  of  Mines  Bill,  The  Dredge  Workers 
Bight-Hour  Bill,  The  Eight- Hour  Bill  to  apply  to  civilians  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  ordnance  and  powder  for  the 
Government,  also  an  Eight-Hour  Provision,  making  the  Eight- 
Hour  Eaw  apply  to  the  workmen  employed  under  the  current 
appropriations. 

Fifteen  labor  men  were  sent  to  Congress  last  year.  These  men 
were  in  a  position  to  fight  from  the  floor  of  Congress  for  the  rights 
of  labor,  rather  than  have  to  depend  upon  the  wily  politician;  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  I^abor  is  an  ex-mine  worker, 
Wm.  B.  Wilson.  When  the  wage  workers  see  theii  way  clear 
and  send  twice  or  three  times  fifteen  of  their  own  representatives 
to  Congress  that  is  the  time  wage  workers  will  begin  to  come  in- 
to their  own. 

I  cannot  urge  too  strongly  upon  the  delegates  present  the 
necessity  of  their  carrying  back  to  their  respective  local  member- 
ships the  great  need  of  more  of  labors  representatives,  both  in  our 
National  and  State  Legislatures.  The  toilers  never  gained  any- 
thing only  what  they  have  fought  for  in  the  past;  their  emanci- 
pation will  never  come  only  by  their  own  individual  and  collect- 
ive effort. 

I  trust  the  agitation  for  progressive  labor  legislation  will 
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continue,  untiFthe  long  hours  of  labor  in  our  textile  industry  are 
a  thing  of  the  past,  and  the  eight-hour  day  is  an  established  fact 
in  all  lines  of  o'ur  industry. 

There  never  was  a  time  when  it  was  more  necessary  for  work- 
ingmen  to  guard  well  their  interests  than  now.  It  has  been  well 
said  by  one  political  writer,  that  he  who  is  in  office  will  promise 
you  anything  to  remain  in  office,  while  he  who  is  out  of  office  will 
promise  just  as  much  to  get  in.  It  is  not  by  glittering  platforms 
and  promises  that  workingmen  must  judge  what  is  best  for  them. 
Actions  speak  louder  than  words,  and  actual  accomplishments 
are  the  best  criterion  of  what  we  may  expect  in  the  future.  Re- 
member the  policy  of  the  American  Federation  of  I^abor.  We  are 
not  political  partisans,  but  we  are  partisan  to  a  principle.  Elect 
your  friends,  administer  a  stinging  rebuke  to  your  enemies  and 
wherever  and  whenever  possible  elect  your  own  men  to  office. 

Organization. 

One  of  the  most  agressive  organizing  campaigns  ever  waged 
by  our  International  Union  has  been  in  evidence  during  the  year. 
In  this  work  we  have  been  very  materially  assisted  during  the 
last  ten  months  by  the  American  Federation  of  I^abor,  and  when 
their  assistance  was  needed  most  they  quickly  responded  to  our 
call,  placing  at  one  time  six  of  their  regular  organizers  at  our 
disposal.  When  these  organizers  had  to  be  called  off,  to  attend  to 
other  situations,  the  officers  of  the  Americrn  Federation  of  Labor, 
at  a  conference  which  I  was  called  upon  to  attend  in  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  very  generousley  proposed  to  pay  us  fifty  dollars  per 
week  towards  the  expenses  of  two  organizers,  whom  we  might 
have  the  priveledge  of  naming,  to  devote  the  whole  of  their 
attention  to  organizing  textile  wojrkers.  This  was  in  addition  to 
the  payment  of  one-half  of  the  salary  and  expenses  of  organizer 
Charles  A.  Miles,  which  they  have  continued  the  whole  of  the 
year. 

In  addition  to  this  assistance  given  by  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  we 
have  had  generous  co-operation  from  some  of  our  local  unions, 
the  Paterson  Unions,  (Silk  Loomfixers  and  Twisters,  and 
Horizontal  Warpers),  agreeing  to  pay  two-thirds  expense  of  two 
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OTganizers  to  devote  their  efforts  towards  building  up  organiza- 
tion among  the  silk  workers  in  Scranton,  Pa.,  and  surrounding 
district.  This  generous  action  on  the  part  of  these  two  local 
unions  has  had  the  effect  of  placing  over  one  thousand  more 
members  in  our  International  Union.  The  local  unions  in 
Cohoes,  N.  Y.,  securing  the  co-operation  of  the  Central 
Labor  Union  of  Cohoes,  paid  half  the  expense  of  an  organizer  to 
work  in  that  field.  The  Uoomfixers  Union  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I., 
catching  the  spirit  that  seemed  to  be  afloat  proposed  to  our  In- 
ternational Union  to  place  an  organizer  in  the  field,  paying  one- 
half  the  expense.  This  offer  was  also  accepted  and  an  able 
organizer  is  now  at  work  in  that  territory. 

As  a  result  of  this  earnest  work  fifty  new  local  unions  have 
been  organized  during  the  current  year,  embracing  over  five 
thousand  members.  This  increase  has  been  most  marked  since 
last  January,  and  is  a  splendid  showing  for  the  time  stated, 
especially  in  view  of  the  many  obstacles  placed  in  our  path,  and 
considering  the  large  number  of  nationalities,  also  women  and 
children  engaged  in  our  textile  industry. 

This  result  speaks  well  for  the  men  and  women  who  have 
during  the  year  devoted  their  energies  towards  this  end.  The 
task  of  an  organizer  is  not  a  very  pleasant  one.  They  are  called 
upon  to  make  many  sacrifices,  but  to  these  field  workers  can  be 
attributed  to  a  very  large  extent  the  splendid  rusults  gained 
during  the  year,  and  the  auspicious  future  which  we  are  now 
facing. 

I  would  be  derelict  in  my  duty  did  I  not  refer  to  the  attempts 
that  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  to  block  the  efforts  of  our 
organizers.  Agents  of  the  so-called  National  Cloth  Weavers' 
Union  and  the  National  Ivoomfixers'  Union,  both  renegade  or- 
ganizations, have  left  no  stone  unturned  in  their  efforts  to  pre- 
vent our  organizers  from  carrying  on  their  work.  It  is  a  question 
whether  their  miserable  tactics  have  not  placed  them  in  a  worse 
position  than  the  organization  we  have  heard  so  much  of  during, 
the  last  few  months;  anyhow  the  latter  organization  does  its  work 
in  the  open,  which  is  more  than  can  be  said  of  the  others  re- 
ferred to.  It  would  not  be  surprising  to  learn  that  all  these  or- 
ganizations that  are  outside  of  the  regular  trade  union  move- 
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ment  has  formed  an  unholy  alliance,  realizing  their  own  move- 
ment was  crumbling  to  ruins.  It  is  natural  to  suppose  they  would 
resort  to  any  policy  in  order  to  prevent  legitimate  organization  ; 
it  is  needless  to  say  their  efforts  have  been  fruitless. 

I  trust  this  convention  will  take  such  steps  that  will  secure 
a  continuance  of  this  aggressive  work  of  organization  to  the  end 
that  the  coming  year  will  be  more  prolific  than  any  other  year 
in  the  history  of  our  International  Union.  This  is  an  age  of  or- 
ganization; textile  workers  must  be  aroused  to  the  necessity  of 
combining  their  forces,  and  so  organize  that  when  they  make 
their  demands  it  will  be  the  voice  of  a  combined  army  of  workers 
seeking  to  elevate  their  standard  of  life. 

C0NCI.USION. 

In  closing  this  report  let  me  again  urge  upon  our  members 
the  great  need  of  further  solidarity  and  more  compact  centraliza- 
tion of  our  forces,  we  must  never  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  in 
order  to  meet  organized  capital  on  at  least  equal  terms  we  must 
have  a  thoroughly  organized  labor  movement.  In  our  efforts  to 
uplift  our  own  standard  let  us  never  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that 
thousands  of  others  less  able  to  help  themselves  are  looking 
towards  us  with  hope  and  aspiration.  In  this  great  labor  move- 
ment of  ours  selfishness  plays  no  part;  we  are  brothers  and  sisters 
in  one  common  cause;  it  is  not  by  violent  methods,  it  is  not  by 
arousing  class  hatred,  it  is  not  by  assassination  of  the  characters 
of  those  who  dare  to  differ  with  us  that  the  emancipation  of  the 
toilers  will  come  ;  it  is  only  when  the  toilers  see  the  wisdom  of 
organizing  their  forces  to  meet  and  cope  wdth  the  organized 
forces  of  capital  that  the  emancipation  will  come. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  all  my  colleagues  for  the 
co-operation  and  assistance  rendered  at  all  times.  If  perchance 
we  have  differed  at  times  as  to  policies,  it  has  always  been  wnth 
an  honest  endeavor  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  those  whom 
we  represented.  To  the  officers  and  members  of  those  local  unions 
with  whom  I  have  come  in  contact  my  highest  regard  and  grati- 
tude goes  out  to  them.  In  all  my  actions  I  have  endeavored  to  be 
fair,  impartial  and  just,  as  in  the  years  that  have  gone  before  I 


have  given  the  best  there  was  in  me,  always  hewing  close  to  the 
principles  and  ideals  of  our  great  trade  union  movement. 

■  Fraternally  yours, 

JOHN  GOI.DEN, 

General  President. 


Referred  to  Committee  on  President's  report. 
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Secretary's  Report. 


Boston,  MaSvS.,  October  21,  1912. 

Fellow  Delegates  : — 

In  presenting  my  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Septem- 
ber 30th,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say,  that  not 
withstanding  the  many  troubles  that  we  have  been  forced  to  con- 
tend with,  we  have  made  more  progress  than  in  any  other  year 
of  our  existence.  Almost  from  the  very  beginning  of  the  year 
troubles  of  some  kind  have  confronted  us,  and  it  has  taken  the 
best  efforts  of  the  general  officers  to  keep  pace  with  the  business  of 
the  organization. 

The  progress  made  by  the  organization  during  the  past  year 
is  best  shown  by  stating  the  number  of  new  unions  that  have 
been  organized  during  that  time. 

There  has  been  added  to  the  list  of  unions  during  the  year 
fifty  new  unions  as  follows  :  — 

Full  Fashioned  Knitters  of  Langhorne,  Pa.;  Silk  Workers 
of  New  York  City;  Textile  Workers  of  Mt.  I^ogan,  Utah;  Silk 
Workers  of  Jamacia  Plain,  Mass;  Textile  Workers  of  Danville, 
Va  ;  Dyers  and  Finishers  of  Lawrence,  Mass.;  Cotton  and  Woolen 
Yarn  Workers  of  Lawrence;  Warp  Preparers  and  Finish  Perchers 
also  of  Lawrence;  Textile  Workers  of  West  Warren,  Mass.; 
Textile  Workers  of  Thorndike,  Mass.;  Weavers  of  Manchester, 
N.  H.;  Bleachers  and  Dyers  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.;  Dressers  of 
Manchester,  N.  H.;  Textile  Workers  of  Ware,  Mass.;-  Loomfixers 
of  Waterville,  Me.;  Mulespinners of  Willimantic,  Conn.;  Textile 
Workers  of  Bondeville,  Mass.;  Textile  Workers  of  Central  Falls, 
R.  I.;  Weavers'  Union  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.;  Polish  Mill  Workers 
of  Chicopee  Falls,  Mass.;  Textile  Workers  of  Little  Falls,  Mass; 
Textile  Workers  of  Fulton,  N.  Y.;  Loomfixers  of  East  Taunton, 
Mass  ;  Dyers  of  Holyoke,  Mass.;  Textile  Workers  of  Kaston, 
Mass.;  Polish  Textile  Workers  of  Little  Falls,  N.  Y.;  Textile 
Workers  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.;  Woolen  Spinners  of  Winooski, 
Vt.;  Austrian  Textile  Workers  of  Little  Falls,  N.  Y.;  Woolen 
Workers  of  Waterloo,  N.  Y.;  Woolen  Workers  of  Winooski, 
Vt  ;  Carders  and  Spinners  of  Willimantic,  Conn.;  Queen  City 
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Local  of  Burlington,  Vt.;  Polish  Textile  Workersof  Lowell, 
Mass.;  Silk  Workers  o(  Mayfield,  Pa.;  Textile  Workers  of  Lud- 
low, Vt.;  Textile  Workers  of  Proc'orville,  Vt.;  Textile  Workers 
of  Three  Rivers,  Mass.;  Hosiery  Workers  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.; 
Hosiery  Workers  of  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.;  Silk  Workers  of 
Carbondale,  Pa.;  Silk  Workers  of  Taylor,  Pa.;  Folders'  Union  of 
East  Wareham,  Mass.;  Silk  Workers  of  Providence,  Pa.;  Loom- 
fixers  of  Chicopee,  Mass.;  Woolen  and  Carpet  Yarn  Workers  of 
Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Textile  Workersof  Scranton,  Pa.,  and  Polish 
Textile  Workers  of  Thompsonville,  Conn. 

We  have  lost  during  that  time  the  following  Unions  : — 
Loomfixers  of  Cohoes;  Textile  Workers  of  Lisbon  Falls,  Me.; 
Hosiery  Workers  of  Olympia,  Wash.;  Silk  Weavers  of  Paterson, 
N.  J.;  Knitters'  Union  of  Utica,  N.  Y.;  Weavers'  Union  of 
Utica,  N.  Y.;  Woolen  Weavers  of  Woonsocket,  R.  I.;  Textile 
Workers  of  Danville,  Va. 

A  gain  of  forty-two  unions  over  last  year;  our  membership  is 
made  up  of  ii,ooo  members  on  the  20c  tax  and  5,700  on  the  15c 
tax,  a  total  membership  or  16,500,  a  larger  membership  than  we 
ever  had  before. 

Grikvancks. 

A  grievance  was  reported  from  the  Loomfixers  of  Pawtucket, 
R.  I.,  by  the  Loomfixers  there,  against  the  Waypoyset  Mills  on 
account  of  their  attempt  to  impose  conditions  upon  the  men  that 
they  thought  were  unfair,  and  gave  as  a  reason  that  the  Loom- 
fixers in  New  Bedford  ran  more  looms  than  the  fixers  in  that  mill 
were  running,  and  as  they  were  obliged  to  compete  with  the 
mills  of  New  Bedford  in  market  the  F'ixers  there  would  have  to 
take  the  same  number  of  looms  that  was  the  standard  in  New 
Bedford. 

I  attended  a  meeting  of  the  men  and  agreed  to  make  an 
attempt  to  see  the  management.  I  called  upon  the  agent  and 
found  him  quite  willing  to  talk  over  the  matter,  but  in  no  humor 
to  change  his  mind.  I  asked  him  if  he  was  willing  to  take  up 
the  matter  with  a  committee  of  his  men,  and  he  expressed  his 
willingness  to  talk  with  the  men  at  any  time  there  was  any  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  regarding  the  work. 
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I  called  another  meeting  of  the  men  and  they  were  very 
much  incensed  that  I  had  sent  a  notification  to  one  of  the  fixers 
in  the  mill.  I  saw  no  harm  in  the  act,  but  the  men  felt  very 
strongly  over  the  matter,  and  appeared  not  willing  to  listen  to 
reason.  However  it  was  agreed  that  the  men  provide  me  with 
a  list  of  the  conditions  that  prevailed  in  that  mill  for  comparison 
with  the  mills  in  New  Bedford,  and  another  conference  was  ar- 
ranged .  At  this  conference  the  superintendent  was  present  along 
with  the  agent,  and  as  the  conditions  were  read  over,  the  super- 
intendent was  compelled  to  admit  that  the  conditions  prevailing 
in  that  mill  were  vastly  different  than  what  existed  in  New 
Bedford.  I  told  the  agent  that  the  men  were  determined  not  to 
submit  to  the  conditions,  and  unless  the  firm  went  back  to  the 
old  conditions  the  men  would  strike.  He  then  asked  for  a  post- 
ponement of  the  strike  for  one  week,  and  in  the  meantime  I  should 
make  an  investigation  of  the  condition  of  the  mills  in  New  Bed- 
ford which  were  its  competitors,  and  if  I  found  that  it  cost  more  for 
fixing  in  those  mills  than  it  did  in  the  Waypoyset  Mill,  he  would 
go  back  to  the  old  conditions  and  in  addition  he  would  pay  the 
men  for  the  extra  work  that  they  had  done  under  the  new  rule. 
I  had  no  power  to  postpone  the  action,  but  put  the  proposition 
before  the  men;  they  somewhat  reluctantly  agreed  with  the  pro- 
position, with  the  understanding  that  if  no  agreement  was  reached 
at  the  next  conference  that  a  strike  should  take  place  immediate- 
ly. I  went  to  New  Bedford  and  with  the  assistance  of  Secretary 
Hobin  and  a  few  other  members  of  the  Loomfixers'  Union  of 
New  Bedford  secured  an  idea  of  conditions  in  the  mills  named  by 
the  agent,  and  when  the  next  conference  was  held  felt  quite  sure 
that  we  could  prove  our  contentions,  On  the  date  set  for  the 
meeting  both  sides  got  together,  and  in  20  minutes  came  to  an 
agreement  to  go  back  to  the  old  conditions.  The  agent  made 
good  his  promise  by  giving  to  the  fixers  the  pay  for  the  extra 
work  done  by  them  owing  to  the  increased  number  of  looms  that 
they  had  been  running. 

Every  one  connected  with  the  Pawtucket  Loomfixers  was 
perfectly  satisfied  with  what  had  been  accomplished,  and  as  one 
of  them  stated,  it  was  worth  thousands  of  dollars  to  their  organiza- 
tion. 
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A  grievance  was  reported  from  Somersworth,  N.  H.,  regard- 
ing the  pay  of  the  lyoomfixers  on  a  certain  kind  of  a  loom  where 
the  fixers  were  being  paid  less  than  other  fixers  employed  by  the 
same  company.  The  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  firm  by  letter 
but  they  refused  to  do  anything  in  the  matter  because  of  an 
agreement  between  the  firm  and  the  fixers.  The  firm  contended 
that  to  make  any  change  in  the  pay  of  the  loomfixers  would  be 
a  violation  of  the  agreement.  The  officers  of  this  organization 
thought  diflerently.  The  matter  was  gone  over  in  detail,  and 
the  firm  offered  a  compromise,  giving  the  men  the  rate  of  pay 
demanded  by  them  if  the  fixers  would  take  52  looms  instead  of 
50  the  number  they  were  then  running.  The  men  at  the  time  re- 
fused the  conditions,  but  afterwards  accepted  them. 

A  grievance  was  reported  by  the  Boarders  Union,  No.  696, 
against  the  Thos.  R.  Brown  &  Co.  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  for  dis- 
crimination against  members  of  their  union,  and  requesting  that 
the  matter  be  taken  up  at  once.  The  matter  was  placed  before 
the  Emergency  Committee  who  considered  it  of  sufficient  im- 
portance that  the  secretary  was  instructed  to  proceed  to  Phila- 
delphia and  investigate,  and  if  in  his  judgment  the  facts  war- 
ranted to  declare  a  strike. 

On  reaching  Philadelphia,  I  arranged  a  meeting  of  the  men 
and  found  a  very  bitter  feeling  agaicst  the  National  Organiza- 
tion because  they  had  not  taken  up  the  matter  earlier,  instead 
of  giving  the  firm  a  chance  to  weed  out  so  many  of  the  men. 
Efforts  were  made  to  interview  the  firm  but  without  success,  and 
after  trying  in  every  way  to  secure  a  settlement  and  failing,  the 
men  voted  to  strike.  There  were  in  the  neighborhood  of  fifteen 
men  involved,  eight  of  whom  were  members  of  the  union,  but 
none  of  tbem  had  been  members  long  enough  to  entitle  them  to 
benefits,  so  that  whatever  expense  was  incurred  was  borne  by 
the  local  union. 

A  request  was  received  from  the  Folders'  Union  of  Pawtuck- 
et,  that  the  officers  of  the  National  Organization  use  their  best 
efforts  to  secure  for  the  folders  employed  in  the  Silver  .Spnng 
Bleachery  a  flat  wage  of  $15  per  week.  The  matter  was  first 
taken  up  with  the  firm  by  letter.  The  firm  refused  to  increase  the 
wages,  but  agreed  to  meet  the  General  Secretary  in  conference. 
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The  men  claimed  that  their  work  wa.s  more  exacting  than  in  the 
other  shops,  and  that  if  they  were  given  an  opportunity  to  pre- 
sent their  case  to  the  firm  direct  they  could  prove  their  case. 
When  seen,  the  owner  expreSvSed  great  surprise  to  know  that  the 
men  should  think  that  they  could  not  see  the  officials,  and  he 
agreed  to  meet  all  of  the -men  and  go  over  the  trouble  together. 

There  was  such  delay  in  the  affair  that  I  again  took  up  the 
matter  with  the  firm,  at  the  same  time  reminding  them  of  theij- 
promise  to  deal  with  the  men  direct.  After  along  wait  the  men 
finally  secured  the  wages  they  desired.  A  great  deal  of  credit 
is  due  the  men  for  the  patience  displayed  by  them  in  this  trying 
situation. 

A  grievance  was  reported  from  the  Weavers'  Union  of 
Brunswick,  Me.,  caused  by  the  discharge  of  a  weaver  for  fighting 
with  a  loomfixer.  The  weavers  demanded  the  reinstatement  of 
the  weaver,  at  the  same  time  sending  the  particulars  to  the 
General  Office.  I  took  up  the  matter  with  the  firm  and,  waiting 
a  reasonable  length  of  time  for  a  reply  and  not  receiving  one, 
started  for  Brunswick.  On  my  way  down  I  looked  over  the  mail 
which  had  arived  that  morning  and  found  one  from  Mr.  Eaton 
the  agent  of  the  mill  at  Brunswick.  In  his  letter  he  stated  that 
he  had  learned  from  my  letter  somethi  g  that  had  not  been  pre- 
sented to  him  before  and  he  decided  to  prevent  any  feeling  in  the 
future  by  reinstating  the  weaver,  but  separating  the  two  men  so 
that  they  would  not  come  in  contact  in  the  future. 

I  attended  a  meeting  of  the  Silk  weavers  of  Williniantic, 
Conn.,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  a  grievance  that  had  been 
pending  some  time.  The  members  of  the  union  stated  that  their 
grievance  had  not  received  the  attention  they  believed  it  deserved, 
and  that  the  National  Organization  had  made  a  mistake  in  not 
getting  on  the  job  sooner.  I  made  an  attempt  to  interview  the 
firm,  but  the  agent  was  away  on  his  vacation,  and  would  not  be 
back  before  the  following  Monday.  Owing  to  the  press  of  busi- 
ness in  the  office  I  was  obliged  to  let  the  matter  lay  over  until 
the  General  President  could  attend  to  it.  I  did  however  stay  for 
another  day  on  account  of  the  receipt  of  a  telegram  from  the 
President  requesting  me  to  do  so,  so  as  to  attend  the  meeting  of 
the  Swift  Spoolers  who  had  some  grievances  that  they  wanted  to 
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place  before  the  General  Officers.  After  hearing  the  grievances 
I  gave  them  assurance  that  the  matter  complained  of  would  be 
given  attention,  which  appeared  to  be  satisfactory  to  the  mem- 
bers. 

Strikes. 

This  year  has  been  an  exceptional  one  so  far  as  it  concerns 
the  strikes  entered  into  by  members  of  our  organization,  there 
being  more  than  in  any  other  one  year  in  our  history. 

I  have  to  report  that  the  strike  at  Rifion,  which  commenced 
about  six  weeks  before  our  last  convention  is  still  on,  and  is  be- 
ing fought  with  as  much  enthusiasm  and  aggressivness  as  on  the 
fir»t  day  of  the  strike. 

The  firm  has  resorted  to  all  kinds  of  dirty  tactics  in  order  to 
break  the  spirit  of  the  men,  but  in  this  they  have  been  unsuc- 
cessful. 

This  strike  has  cost  our  organization  this  year  the  sum 
of  $5,968.00. 

The  Lawrence  Strike  was  caused  by  a  few  persons  objecting 
to  have  their  wages  cut  wdien  the  54-hour  law  became  operative. 
The  example  set  by  these  people  was  soon  followed  by  thousands 
of  other  textile  workers,  until  the  city  w^as  in  the  throes  of  one  of 
the  greatest  labor  struggles  in  the  textile  trade.  The  debut  of 
the  I.  W.  W.  into  the  situation  furnished  the  community  with 
the  spectacular  part,  and  full  publiciiy  was  given  the  various  oc- 
currences by  the  entire  press  of  the  country.  There  were  several 
things  in  connection  with  this  strike  that  focused  the  attention 
of  the  country  upon  the  city  of  Lawrence,  and  I  venture  the 
opinion  that  no  city  in  this  country  ever  received  more  public  at- 
tention than  did  Lawrence  during  this  memorable  strike. 

At  the  time  when  the  strike  started  there  were  very  few 
members  of  trade  unions  tiiere  and  the  strike  itself  was  a  spon- 
taneous movement  on  the  part  of  the  operatives  against  what 
they  believed  to  be  a  wrong  action  by  the  mill  management. 

When  the  I.  W.  W.  decided  to  appeal  to  the  American  labor 
movement  for  funds,  our  organization  decided  that  it  was  time 
to  enter  into  the  situation,  and  acting  in  conjunction  with  the 
Central  Labor  Union  of  Lawrence  and  the  Women's  Trade 
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League  of  Boston,  we  opened  a  relief  station  and  appealed  to  the 
trade  union  movement  for  funds  to  carry  on  the  work.  We 
were  represented  all  through  the  .strike  by  the  General  Presi- 
dent, Mrs.  Conboy  and  Organizer  Reagan,  and  the  work  done 
in  this  situation  will  be  remembered  for  a  long  time  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Ivawrence. 

Probably  in  no  city  in  this  country  has  this  organization  met 
with  so  much  opposition  against  organizing  as  in  this  same  city 
of  Lawrence.  Time  after  time  organizers  have  gone  in  there  and 
tried  to  get  the  operatives  together,  only  to  have  them  broken  up 
by  the  actions  of  the  mill  authorities,  discharging  the  men  or 
women  who  took  an  active  part  in  the  union  or  in  other  ways 
making  it  so  uncomfortable  for  them  that  they  had  to  give  up 
the  union  or  lose  their  job.  Now  they  are  given  the  opportunity 
of  choosing  between  the  different  kind  of  organizations  and  at 
this  time  we  are  not  experiencing  the  same  amount  of  opposition. 

The  result  of  the  Lawrence  strike  has  had  its  effect  on  many 
other  places  and  increases  in  wages  have  been  secured  in  some 
places  without  a  struggle,  in  others  we  were  compelled  to  fight. 
The  publicity  given  to  this  strike  was  the  means  through  which 
the  Textile  Workers  of  the  country  became  aroused  and  w^hich 
resulted  in  additions  to  our  ranks  that  we  could  not  have  secured 
in  any  other  way.  The  funds  of  the  organization  were  not  touch- 
ed for  the  support  of  this  strike  but  our  local  unions  responded 
to  the  call  as  soon  as  it  was  made. 

The  LowkIvL  Strike. 

One  of  the  strikes  that  occurred  as  an  aftermath  of  that  at 
Lawrence  was  the  one  at  Lowell,  Mass.,  w^hich  was  caused  by 
the  manufacturers  refusing  to  give  the  full  lo  per  cent,  advance 
given  in  Lawrence.  The  conditions  in  Lowell,  so  far  as  our  or- 
ganization was  concerned,  were  vastly  different  from  the  condi- 
tions at  Lawrence.  Inasmuch  as  we  had  four  hundred  members 
there  before  the  strike  was  declared,  the  matter  was  brought  to 
the  attention  of  the  Executive  Council  at  a  meeting  held  in  Boston, 
and  permission  was  given  our  members  to  strike,  which  carried 
with  it  the  payment  of  strike  benefits.  The  strike  lasted  about 
four  weeks  and  ended  by  the  employers  conceeding  the  full  lo 
per  cent.    This  strike  cost  our  organization  $i,8o6. 
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New  York  Mii,i.s,  N.  Y. 

About  the  time  the  Lowell  strike  was  on  there  occured  a 
strike  at  New  York  Mills,  where  we  had  three  or  four  hundred 
members.  We  had  tried  in  every  way  to  reach  the  officials  of 
the  firm  with  the  object  of  placing  before  them  the  grievances 
complained  of,  but  to  no  avail.  The  operatives  waited  undl 
patience  ceased  to  be  a  virtue  and  after  reporting  the  conditions 
to  the  Executive  Council,  through  Organizer  Miles,  were  given 
permission  to  strike.  Aside  from  paying  the  strike  benefits  for 
two  weeks  the  General  Office  did  nothing  in  the  strike  situation, 
the  whole  matter  being  attended  to  by  Mr  Miles,  and  to  him  is 
all  the  credit  for  the  settlement  of  the  affair  due.  The  strike 
ended  in  a  victory  for  the  union  and  a  compliance  by  the  firm  of 
the  demands  made  upon  them.  The  cost  of  this  strike  to  this 
body  was  <j2,6oo. 

Thk  Strike  at  Rkssk  Bros.,  New  York  City. 

This  strike  was  brought  about  by  the  firm  refusing  to  com- 
ply with  the  provisions  of  a  new  price  list.  The  strike  lasted 
nineteen  weeks  and  cost  $855. 

Thk  Strike  at  Union  Hiee,  N.  J. 

This  was  a  strike  for  an  advance  in  wages  and  covered  a 
number  of  shops.  Some  of  them  complied  with  the  conditions 
demanded  by  the  union  while  others  held  off  for  a  time;  eventu- 
ally everything  was  cleaned  up  satisfactorj^  to  the  union.  The 
cost  of  this  strike  to  this  organization  was  $228. 

The  lockout  at  Toronto,  which  was  on  at  the  last  convention, 
was  declared  off  last  November.  The  expense  upon  this  body 
since  the  last  convention  was  $160. 

Strikes  at  Phieadeephia,  Pa., 

The  Dyers'  Union  No.  702  of  Philadelphia,  started  a 
campaign  for  a  uniform  rate  of  pay  fixed  at  twenty-five  cents 
per  hour  and  at  the  commencement  asked  the  Emergency  Com- 
mittee for  permission  to  go  ahead  with  the  work,  taking  one  or 
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two  small  shops  at  a  time.  The  committee  considered  the  mat- 
ter, and  believing  that  there  would  not  be  many  members  involved 
at  one  time  gave  their  consent  to  the  program  outlined  by  the 
local  union.  In  trying  to  perfect  their  plans  they  were  forced  to 
fight  several  shops,  and  this  body  has  been  to  some  expense  in 
helping  them  to  carry  on  the  fight.  They  have  succeeded  in 
getting  about  forty  shops  to  pay  the  scale  and  it  has  cost  for  our 
share  $192.  This  union  now  has  a  fight  on  its  hands  in  two  shops , 
but  the  men  involved  were  not  members  of  our  national  union 
long  enough  to  be  entitled  to  benefits.  It  is  costing  the  local 
union  a  lot  of  money,  and  recently  they  had  some  of  their  men 
arrested  for  picketing.  They  are  fighting  their  cases  in  court, 
and  my  last  advice  is  that  they  have  been  successful  in  their  first 
skirmish. 

WiiviviMANTic  Strike. 

This  strike  occurred  at  a  time  when  every  Textile  Worker 
was  looking  for  an  advance  in  wages.  They  put  in  a  demand 
for  a  10  per  cent,  advance,  which  the  firm  refused,  while  the  de- 
mand was  made  for  the  weavers  only,  they  being  the  only  branch 
in  the  shop  that  was  organized.  When  the  strike  occurred  all 
the  operatives  in  the  other  departments  came  out  with  them. 
Efforts  w^ere  frequently  made  to  effect  a  settlement  but  to  no  pur- 
pose. For  about  seven  weeks  the  mill  was  closed,  without  any 
effort  to  resume  operations,  then  an  attempt  was  made  to  get 
strike  breakers  to  take  the  places  of  the  persons  on  strike,  but 
the  attempt  was  a  failure.  Finally  after  thirteen  wrecks  a  compro- 
mise was  accepted  which  provided  for  a  seven  and  one-half  per 
cent,  advance  in  wages,  not  only  for  the  weavers,  but  for  every 
operative  in  the  plant.  There  was  about  sixty  persons  involved. 
The  cost  of  the  strike  was  $2,600. 

RoxBURY  Strike. 

The  strike  at  the  Roxbury  Carpet  Works  was  brought 
about  by  the  firm's  refusal  to  grant  an  increase  of  wages 
and  to  reinstate  three  or  four  girls  who  had  been  discharged  for 
their  activity  in  the  union.  President  Golden  gave  a  lot  of  his 
time  in  trying  to  effect  a  favorable  settlement,  but  the  company 
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refused  to  do  anything.  The  girls  involved  in  this  fight  showed 
Splendid  spirit  and  deserved  to  win.  The  strike  was  declared  off 
after  a  period  of  thirteen  weeks  and  the  cost  of  the  same  to  this 
organization  w^as  $1,264. 

During  the  year  the  Emergency  Committee  have  recommend- 
ed that  grants  be  made  as  follows  to  unions  connected  with  the 
20c  fund.  To  lyocal  Union  No.  689,  for  a  strike  in  Kluge's 
shop,  $100;  to  Miss  Margaret  Malloy,  a  member  of  the  Roxbury 
union,  who  had  been  discriminated  against  and  who  had  been 
idle  for  a  long  time,  I.25. 

Thk  Strikk  At  Nkw  Bkdford,  Mass. 

This  strike  was  brought  about  by  the  action  of  the 
Weavers'  Union,  objecting  against  the  so-called  grading  system, 
which  provided  for  the  grading  of  cloth  according  to  quality, 
and  which  in  some  cases  made  reductions  in  the  wages  of  the 
weaver.  Although  this  weavers'  organization  was  not  a  part  of 
our  organization,  and  we  were  under  no  obligations  to  take  an 
active  part  in  the  affair,  the  local  unions,  affiliated  with  our  or- 
ganizations, voted  to  stand  by  the  weavers  in  their  efforts  to 
abolish  the  grading  system.  At  the  request  of  our  members  in 
that  place,  the  Emergency  Committee  was  called  together  for 
the  purpose  of  hearing  the  statements  of  the  local  men,  and  to 
define  as  far  as  possible  the  position  of  the  U.  T.  W.  towards  our 
own  men.  After  the  matter  had  been  discussed  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  men  present,  it  was  voted  to  endorse  the  stand  taken 
by  the  Textile  Council  of  New  Bedford  in  voting  to  .stand  by  the 
weavers. 

The  secretary  was  instructed  to  send  out  appeals  for  assistance, 
and  two  thousand  circulars  were  sent  out  to  the  various  unions 
with  the  object  of  getting  support  for  the  members  of  our  organ- 
ization who  had  been  forced  out  of  employment  through  the 
strike  of  weavers. 

All  was  not  harmony  between  the  several  crafts  during  the 
strike,  and  when  it  was  declared  off  the  men  and  women  who 
had  sacrificed  their  time  and  the  funds  in  their  organization  to 
avSsist  the  weavers,  were  blamed  for  the  loss  of  the  strike, 
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A  strike  occurred  among  the  Foklers  employed  in  the  Pas- 
saic Print  Works  caused  by  the  firm's  attempt  to  i  troduce 
Women  Folders  to  take  the  place  of  the  men.  While  the  strike 
tool^  place  before  any  endorsement  was  given,  it  was  one  of  those 
cases  where  the  men  believed  it  would  be  suicide  to  delay  action. 
There  are  about  i6  men  involved.  This  Union  is  on  the  15  cent 
system  and  the  Emergency  committee  have  made  them  o  le  grant 
of  $50.00  with  the  understanding  that  if  the  strike  is  prolonged 
further  coUvSideration  will  be  given  to  the  matter.  President 
Golden  has  made  several  trips  to  Passaic  in  an  endeavor  to  clean 
up  the  situation. 

Thei:e  have  been  a  number  of  other  strikes  during  the  year, 
but  because  of  their  short  duration  and  the  fact  they  were  never 
considered  by  the  committee  makes  it  unnecessary  to  go  into  de- 
tail at  this  time. 


Dkckaskd  Mkmbers. 

We  have  been  very  unfortunate  this  3^ear,  having  lost  by 
death  24  of  our  members  who  were  in  good  standing  at  the  time 
of  death  and  were  entitled  to  the  benefits  allowed  by  this  organ- 
ization. 

Five  of  the-e  deaths  were  the  result  of  accidents,  two  of  them 
being  killed  by  railroad  trains,  two  by  falling  warps,  and  one  by 
asphyxiation. 

The  list  is  as  follows  : 


Member's  Name 
(jeorge  Bradley,  Loom  fixer, 
John  Brown,  Warper, 
John  Dolan,  Jackspinner, 
Stanley  Chlastawa, 
Deha  Driscoll, 
Sedastian  Fourman, 
James  Flynn,  Dyer, 
Charles  Hubbard, 
Ribbon  Weaver, 
Walter  Gilliard,  Weaver, 
John  Kulig, 

I/eo  Konovowski,  Knitter, 
Abraham  lyittle,  I^oomfixer, 
John  Mitchell,  Boarder, 


Union  Cause  of  Death 

548,  Ivcbannon,  N.H.  Railroad  Accident. 
491,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Not' stated. 
446,  Cohoes,  N.  Y.,     Not  stated. 
753,  New  York  Mills,  Consumption, 
133,  White  Rock,  R.I.  Bright's  Disease. 


120,  I^udlow,  Mass., 
702,  Philadelphia, 

689,  New  York  City, 

25,  Philadelphia, 
720,  Ivudlow,  Mass., 
706,  Philadelphia, 
486,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 
696,  Philadelphia, 


Typhoid  Fever, 
Accident, 

Gas  Asphyxiation, 

Tuberculosis'. 
Pneumonia, 

Congestion  of  the  Lungs 
Railroad  Accident. 
Tuberculosis  of  L/ungs. 
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Member's  Name;  Union  Ca.usk  of  Dkath 

Alphonso  Nicholas,  Weaver,  133,  White  Rock,  R.I.  Bright's  Disease. 

Robert  McEwing,  Dyer,  702,  Philadelphia,  Accident. 

John  McVeigh,  Dyer.  702,  Philadelphia,       Not  stated. 

Daniel  W.  Sayre,  Dyer,  702,  Philadelphia,       Not  stated. 

Frank  Smith,  Boarder,  496,  Philadelphia,       Heart  Disease. 

George  F.  Spencer,  Folder,  463, E.Greenwich, R.I. Diabetic  Coma. 

Fred  Boucher,  L/Oomfixer,  486,  Pawtucket,  R.  I., Not  stated. 

Eugene  Hamel,  L/Oomfixer,  734,  Lowell,  Mass.,     Not  stated. 

John  McComb,  Hackler,  691,  Newark,  N.  J.,    Not  stated. 

Michael  Siron,  720,  I^udlow,  Mass.,    Not  stated. 

The  cost  to  the  Organization  to  cover  benefits  allowed  by 
the  Constitution  was  $1,200.00,  I  believe  it  would  be  for  the  best 
interest  of  the  Organization  if  some  other  plan  were  devised  of 
paying  death  benefits,  instead  of  taking  this  amount  out  of  the 
General  Fund.  I  would  recommend  that  this  convention  give 
some  consideration  to  this  most  important  subject. 

Organization. 

The  past  year  has  been  a  very  successful  one  for  our  organ- 
ization in  the  organizing  line,  having  gained  nearly  five  thousand 
members.  The  work  has  been  carried  on  in  a  better  way  than  for- 
merly, and  we  have  seen  the  results  in  an  increased  membership. 

During  the  strike  in  lyawrence  and  for  some  time  afterwards 
a  number  of  the  organizers  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
were  placed  at  our  disposal,  and  while  they  were  engaged  did 
good  work.  After  a  time  their  services  were  demanded  by  the 
several  trades  to  which  they  belonged  and  other  plans  had  to  be 
made.  At  a  conference  with  the  officials  of  the  A.  F.  of  L., 
President  Golden  was  given  assurance  of  financial  assistance 
towards  paying  the  expenses  of  two  Organizers,  we  to  name  the 
men,  the  only  stipulation  that  the  A.  F.  of  ly.  made  being  that 
one  ofthe  men  should  be  a  Polish  Organizer. 

MCvSsrs.  Reagan  and  Minssewski  were  selected  for  the  posi- 
tions and  both  have  done  good  work  in  their  several  lines. 

In  several  other  places  the  local  unions  have  taken  an  inter- 
est in  the  work,  notably  Paterson,  N.  J.,  Cohoes,  N.  Y.  and  Paw- 
tucket, R.  I.,  where  the  Unions  there  have  volunteered  to  pay  a 
part  of  the  expenses  of  an  organizer  to  work  either  in  their  local- 
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ity  or  in  some  place  where  it  would  be  of  interest  to  their  trade. 
In  this  way  splendid  work  is  being  done,  and  if  this  practice  can 
be  continued  in  the  future  on  a  more  elaborate  scale,  there  is  no 
reason  why  we  cannot  continue  to  gain  in  membership. 

The  thanks  of  the  Organization  are  due  to  the  organizers 
for  the  unselfish  way  they  have  done  their  work,  and  for  the  many 
sacrifices  they  have  made  in  the  interest  of  the  Organization. 

I^KGISIvATlON. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  been  successful  in  securing  for 
the  Textile  Workers  of  the  State  of  New  York  a  54  hour  law. 
This  is  one  of  the  greatest  achievements  accomplished  by  our 
association.  When  we  consider  that  it  took  more  than  35  years  of 
continual  fighting  to  secure  such  a  law  in  Massachusetts,  we  can 
have  some  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  the  task  undertaken  in  New 
York  state  where  they  reduced  the  hours  from  60  to  54  by  one 
act.  I  have  received  information  from  Cohoes  that  some  of  the 
mills  are  going  to  pay  the  same  wage  to  the  day  help  for  54  hours 
as  they  paid  for  60,  and  to  the  piece  workers  a  10%  advance  in 
w^ages  is  to  be  given.  This,  if  it  becomes  general,  will  be  en- 
couraging to  us  as  there  is  a  possibility  that  the  same  fight  might 
occur  in  New  York  that  took  place  in  Massachusetts  when  the 
law  went  into  effect  there. 

I  believe  it  to  be  the  duty  of  this  organization  to  make  an 
agressive  fight  in  every  state  where  the  hours  of  labor  are  more 
than  54  hours,  for  that  kind  of  a  law,  and  we  ought  not  to  stop 
fighting  until  all  Textile  Workers  in  this  country  are  working 
hours  that  are  uniform. 

In  Massachusetts  the  54-hour  law  became  effective  on  the 
first  of  January  of  this  year,  and  was  the  cause  of  the  greatest 
upheaval  ever  known  in  the  trade,  with  the  result  that  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  Textile  Operatives  have  received  advances  in 
wages  which  would  not  have  been  secured  except  for  the  fights 
caused  through  the  going  into  effect  of  the  54-hour  law,  so  that 
the  organized  Textile  Operatives  who  were  instrumental  in  hav- 
ing that  law  passed  can  reasonably  claim  the  credit  for  the  rais- 
ing of  the  wages  that  the  workers  have  received.    For  if  there 
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had  been  no  54-'hour  law,  there  would  have  been  no  strike  at 
Lawrence,  the  manufacturers  would  not  have  been  scared  in 
giving  the  advance,  and  there  would  have  been  no  advance. 

Efforts  were  made  in  Maine  and  Rhode  Island  to  cut  down 
the  hours  of  labor,  but  for  various  reasons  best  known  to  people 
on  the  insi  le  no  progress  was  made.  A  determined  effort  will  be 
made  again  this  year  when  better  results  are  hoped  for. 

Thk  ThxtiIvK  Workers'  Journai, 

After  waiting  for  a  long  time  we  are  now  in  posse -sion  of  a 
Journal  of  our  own,  and  I  believe  that  if  properly  used  it  can 
be  made  an  instrument  for  good.  But  in  order  to  be  useful  to  the 
organization  w^  mu  t  hive  the  acttve  co-operation  of  the  entire 
membership.  It  is  very  discouraging  to  the  person  who  has  the 
matter  in  charge  to  be  compelled  to  fill  up  each  issue  with  labor 
news  of  a  general  character,  when  we  have  talent  enough  among 
our  membership  to  make  our  Journal  one  of  the  brightest  of  trade 
Journals.  If  I  am  to  continue  as  the  editor  of  the  Journal  I  must 
have  assurance  of  assistance  from  tlie  secretaries  <?f  the  local  un- 
ions who  are  in  a  position  to  send  in  every  month  news  that 
would  be  useful  and  entertaining  to  the  members  everywhere. 

In  taking  up  the  dutie-  of  editor  of  the  Journal  it  imposed 
upon  me  a  great  deal  of  additional  work  of  an  exacting  kind, 
and  as  a  consequence  there  have  been  times  when  I  was  unable 
to  give  that  close  atte  tion  to  other  matters  that  I  should  have 
desired,  with  the  result  that  there  have  been  times  when  some  of 
the  local  secretaries  have  had  reason  for  complaint.  The 
present  office  force  at  my  disposal  is  wholly  inadequate  to  the 
needs  of  the  Organization,  and  this  convention  should  take  such 
steps  that  will  allow  the  Secretary  to  have  assistance  as  will  allow 
the  business  of  the  organization  to  be  carried  on  in  a  proper 
manner. 

The  Journal  as  it  is  now  issued  is  costing  the  organization 
money,  and  steps  should  now  be  taken  to  place  it  on  a  substan- 
tial basis,  so  that  instead  of  it  being  a  liability  it  can  be  made 
into  an  asset. 

There  are  several  ways  in  which  the  expense  of  the  Journal 
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can  be  raised  without  taking  it  out  of  the  general  fund;  ist,  is  by 
making  it  compulsory  upon  the  entire  membership  to  take  the 
Journal;  2nd,  to  so  fix  the  dues  that  every  member  would  be 
supplied  with  the  Journal;  3d,  that  a  capable  and  experienced 
advertising  solicitor  be  engaged  on  commission,  to  secure  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  advertisements  to  make  the  Journal  pay  for  it- 
self. Of  the  three  plans  I  prefer  the  latter  as  being  the  most  feas- 
ible. I  believe  that  a  proper  person  can  be  secured  who  can  secure 
for  us  enough  revenue  from  advertisements  to  make  the  Journal 
self-supporting. 

Union  LabkIv. 

During  the  past  year  there  has  been  a  great  gain  in  the  pro- 
duction of  Textile  Goods  bearing  the  Union  lyabel  if  we  are  to 
judge  by  the  number  of  labels  sent  out  during  the  year,  L<ast  year 
there  were  used  two  hundr  d  and  twenty  nine-thousand  six  hun- 
dred labels.  This  year  I  have  sent  out  four  hundred  and  forty 
thousand,  almost  double  the  amount  used  the  previous  year. 

At  this  time  I  want  to  call  the  attention  of  the  delegates  to 
the  necessity  of  every  union  man  and  woman  purchasing  goods 
bearing  the  label  of  the  particular  trade.  We  ourselves  realize 
what  a  boon  it  is  to  our  members  who  work  in  shops  under 
agreement  with  this  organization,  and  to  go  out  and  make  pur- 
chases of  goods  made  by  people  who  are  not  members  of  a  trade 
union  is  only  helping  to  destroy  in  other  trades  what  you  are 
trying  to  build  up  in  your  own. 

The  Internationai^  Textilk  Workers  Association. 

At  our  last  convention  it  was  voted  to  affiliate  with  the  above 
named  association,  and  by  instructions  of  the  Emergency  Com- 
mittee and  at  the  request  of  the  officers  of  the  Federation,  Pres- 
ident Golden  and  Secretary  Hibbert  were  named  as  members  of 
the  Executive  Committee  to  represent  this  organization.  The 
meeting  of  the  committee  was  held  this  year  at  Stuttgart,  Ger- 
many, but  owing  to  the  state  of  our  finances  the  question  of  hav- 
ing delegates  attend  that  meeting  was  not  considered. 

I  have  just  received  a  copy  of  the  report  of  that  meeting  and 
in  order  that  the  delegates  to  this  convention  can  understand  the 
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matter  fully  I  am  making  the  report  of  the  Kxecutive  committee 
a  part  of  my  report. 

England  reported  that  there  was  a  large  number  of  interest- 
ing subjects  to  discuss,  and  they  reported  that  a  bill  had  been 
placed  before  the  House  of  Commons  raising  the  age  at  which 
children  are  allowed  to  commence  work.  It  was  recited  that 
all  the  officials  were  in  favor  of  the  bill  and  that  the  sentiment 
among  the  workers  was  antagonistic  to  the  measure. 

Another  matter  that  the  English  delegates  reported  upon 
was  an  effort  to  have  a  law  passed  that  put  a  stop  to  speculative 
mill  building. 

A  bill  to  gradually  reduce  the  hours  of  labor  in  cotton  mills 
to  48  per  week,  under  this  law  it  being  proposed  to  start  work  on 
Monday  morning  at  6.30  a.  m.  and  with  an  hour  for  dinner,  fin- 
ish at  5.30  p.  m.,  the  next  four  days  commence  at  6  a.  m.  and 
go  on  to  5.30  p.  m.,  with  an  interval  of  one  hour  and  a  half  for 
meals,  no  work  at  all  on  Saturday,  a  clear  stoppage  from  Fri- 
day night  at  5.30  to  Monday  morning  at  8.30. 

A  bill  has  been  introduced  in  Parliament  to  prevent  employ- 
ers from  either  deducting  money  from  wages  or  taking  other 
methods  of  achieving  the  same  purpose,  and  it  is  hoped  to  pass 
the  bill. 

Mention  was  made  of  an  incident  similar  to  what  has  hap- 
pened in  this  country  viz.:  the  secession  of  Weavers  from  the 
parent  body  in  several  localities.  The  reason  given  by  the 
Weavers  at  Burnley  for  not  belonging  to  the  Amalgamation  is 
that  the  parent  body  is  not  Socialistic.  At  Nelson,  4  miles 
away,  the  Weavers  will  not  join  because  the  Amalgamation  is 
Socialistic.  Just  recently  efforts  have  been  made  to  start  another 
Weavers'  Organization.  The  officials  say  however,  that  we  have, 
no  fear  of  this  taking  place,  as  the  workers  are  too  wideawake  to 
be  hoodwinked  by  persons  who  desire  to  hand  them  over  to  the 
tender  mercy  of  their  employers. 

A  very  interesting  part  of  Secretary  Shaw's  report  was  iu 
relation  to  conditions  existing  in  the  Textile  trade  in  India;  he 
said  that  the  report  of  the  I^abor  Commission  for  1908  .show  that 
from  20  to  40  per  cent,  of  children  working  half  time  are  under 
the  legal  age  of  9  years  and  that  in  17  of  the  19  cotton  mills 
children  are  worked  the  same  hours  as  the  adults. 
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The  system  in  the  mills  at  Bombay  is  to  keep  the  wages  of 
the  mill  hands  in  arrears  lor  six  weeks,  and  if  at  any  time  the 
mill  should  get  into  financial  difficulties  all  the  operative  can 
claim  is  4  weeks  wages.  The  wages  for  ordinary  operatives  vary 
from  10  to  20  shillings  per  month  which  is  about  from  $3.00  to 
$6.00  per  month  for  adult  males;  children  receive  from  $1.00  to 
$3.00  per  month,  and  the  working  hours  are  from  sunrise  to  sun- 
set, which  in  winter  means  about  twelve  and  one-half  hours  per 
day  and  in  summer  fourteen  and  one-half  hours  per  day. 

There  is  a  new  factory  act  before  the  Government  providing 
for  a  twelve-hour  day. 

The  German  delegates  reported  great  additions  to  their 
membership  so  that  they  now  number  150, 000, more  than  50,000 
of  whom  are  females. 

The  financial  statement  of  the  German  Textile  Workers 
showed  the  following  income  for  the  two  years  4,451,909  marks. 
They  had  paid  out  as  sick  pay  628,739  amrks;  out  of  work  pay 
254,858  marks;  death  claims  27,934  amrks;  traveling  pay  57,379 
marks;  strike  pay  709,353  marks;  D victim  pay  117. 174;  for  the 
Textile  Worker  Trade  Organ  224,411  marks. 

In  Belgium  great  progress  is  being  made  in  shortening  the 
hours  of  labor  although  they  are  still  a  long  way  behind  some  of 
the  other  countries.  In  1912,  when  there  was  no  organization, 
the  hours  of  labor  were  from  5.30  in  the  morning  to  8  at  night 
with  15  minutes  allowed  for  breakfast  and  30  minutes  at  noon 
and  in  addition  the  operatives  worked  Saturday  night  until  mid- 
night so  that  the  total  was  70  hours. 

Through  their  Organization  they  have  bettered  their  condi- 
tions financially  and  are  in  hopes  of  securing  a  60  hour  law  in 
the  near  future. 

The  Textile  Workers  of  Switzerland  report  progress  through 
the  activity  of  Women's  Associations  who  are  untiring  in  their 
work  in  trying  to  better  the  conditions  of  the  workers. 

The  report  from  Servia  says  that  after  a  period  of  nine  years 
struggle,  the  rulers  of  Servia  have  been  compelled  to  draw^  up  a 
trade  law  and  submit  it  to  Parliament  for  acceptance.  The  in- 
dustrial population  is  particularly  protected  by  this  law;  under  it 
girls  under  sixteen  cannot  work  in  factories,  and  night  work  for 
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girls  and  women  is  forbidden  under  heavy  penalties.  No  boy 
under  fourteen  can  be  taken  to  learn  a  trade  under  this  law,  and 
mistreatment  by  overseers  is  punished  by  heavy  penalties.  The 
law  also  lays  down  conditions  for  the  introduction  of  Sick,  Acci- 
dent, Pension,  Widows  and  Orphans  and  Death  Funds,  a  maxi- 
mum working  week  of  fifty-nine  hours  for  factories  and  sixty 
hours  for  tradesmen  with  a  clear  thirty  six  hours  rest  for  Sunday. 
All  of  the  conditions  contained  in  this  law  have  not  been  put  in 
effect  for  the  reason  that  the  Governors  of  Servia  supported  by 
the  Bankocracy,  which  has  the  whole  of  the  factory  industry  in 
its  hands,  puts  into  effect  such  parts  of  the  law  as  benefits  its 
own  interest. 

CONCIvUSION. 

In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  past  year  it  is  to  me  a  matter 
for  congratulation  that  we  are  able  to  say  that  we  have  met  every 
obligation;  there  were  times  during  the  past  year  when  things 
looked  very  discouraging  and  gave  the  General  Officers  and 
the  Emergency  Committee  much  concern,  but  with  the  help  of 
a  few  genuine  friends  we  weathered  the  storm  and  are  now  in  a 
position  where  we  can  prosecute  the  work  of  building  np  the  or- 
ganization with  renewed  vigor. 

We  never  had  a  more  favora1)le  opportunity  for  effective 
work  than  we  have  at  the  present  time  and  if  we  do  not  take  ad- 
vantage of  it  we  shall  have  only  ourselves  to  blame. 

I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  sincere  thanks 
to  the  members  of  the  Executive  Council,  the  Emergency  Com- 
mittee, and  the  Secretaries  of  local  unions  for  the  assistance  given 
me  during  the  past  year,  without  which  it  would  not  have  been 
poSvSible  to  have  conducted  the  work  of  the  organization. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

AI.BERT  HIBBERT, 

General  Seer etary- Treasury . 

Referred  to  committee  on  vSecretary's  report. 
Convention  adjourned  at  5  p.  m, 
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Tuesday  Morning,  October  22nd. 

Convention  called  to  order  at  9.15  a.  m.  - 
Roll  call  showed  delegate  Morin  of  Somersworth  the  only 
absentee. 

Organizer  Miles  submitted  the  following  report  of  his  work 
during  the  past  year. 

Organizer's  Report. 

To  Oncers  and  Membej^s  in  Conveyition  Assembled.  Greetings: 

I  feel  that  it  is  needless  for  me  to  dwell  at  length  upon  the 
widespread  spirit  of  unrest  which  is  manifested  throughout  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  iti  the  Textile  Industry.  I  must 
how^ever  direct  your  attention  to  some  of  the  influences  at  work 
which  threaten  to  widen  the  breach,  and  disrupt  instead  of  unit- 
ing the  workers.  The  movement  in  some  quarters  of  vSeceding 
locals  must  be  vigorously  opposed,  and  the  d-^ct  ine  of  unity  en- 
forced at  all  co^t.  The  appeal  to  reason  and  common  sense  of 
the  workers,  is  a  task  to  which  we  must  diligently  apply  our- 
selves, if  we  are  to  bring  a  full  measure  of  prosperity  and  pro- 
gress to  the  textile  w'orkers.  The  success  of  our  organization 
and  progress  of  our  organizers  is  temporarily  retarded  by  the  ap- 
peals to  passion  and  revolutionary  doctrines  preached  to  our  tex- 
tile workers  by  the  irresponsible  leaders  of  the  I.  W.  W.,  taking 
advantage  of  the  natural  protest  of  the  workers  against  the  ex- 
ploitation and  miseraMe  conditions  prevailing  in  our  industry. 
These  so-called  I.  W.  W.  leaders  seek  to  exploit  and  commer- 
cialize the  very  poverty  of  the  workers  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
porting a  propaganda  of  chaos  and  industrial  destruction.  Pre- 
tending to  champio  .  the  cause  of  the  workers  these  men  are 
disrupting  the  labor  movement,  vilifying  the  character  of  our 
officers,  creating  destruction  and  suspicion  of  those  who  seek 
through  intelligent  constructive  or^ianization,  the  solution  of  our 
complex  industrial  and  economic  development. 

At  the  close  of  our  last  convention  I  w^as  instructed  to  pro- 
ceed to  Paterson,  N.  J.,  and  take  up  the  dispute  of  the  Silk 
Weavers,  and  insist  upon  the  terms  of  our  agreement  being  en- 
forced.   It  was  nearly  two  months  before  we  succeeded  in  com- 
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pelling  Mr.  Doherty  to  submit  the  case  to  arbitration,  as  pro- 
vided in  the  agreement,  "and  owing  to  the  non-payment  of  per 
capita  tax,  which  left  the  employees  out  of  financial  benefit.  It 
was  impossible  to  resort  to  other  methods  than  those  of  persua- 
sion. The  local  committee  of  the  union  had  used  the  per  capita 
tax  of  these  members  to  meet  current  expenses,  without  inform- 
ing the  members,  and  notwithstanding  the  advice  and  assistance 
of  local  and  national  leaders,  the  employees  became  impatient 
and  when  some  of  the  I.  W.  W.  leaders  called  a  meeting  they  voted 
to  strike.  This  occurred  on  the  day  of  the  first  hearing  before  the 
arbitrator,  and  Mr.  Doherty  immediately  declined  to  go  further 
with  the  arbitration  so  that  it  became  a  fight  to  a  finish,  with 
defeat  for  the  workers  almost  assured.  Daring  the  two  months 
I  was  working  for  a  settlement  in  Paterson,  I  also  completed  the 
organization,  in  Smith  and  Kaufmans'  Mills,  in  New  York,  and 
conducted  a  strike  in  Klugg's  Mills  of  New  York  and  New 
Jersey,  which  not  only  secured  a  substantial  increase  in  wages 
for  all  employers,  but  also  brought  every  one  of  the  workers  into 
the  union,  making  a  complete  union  shop.  In  the  same  period 
the  weavers  in  Smith  and  Kaufmans'  were  involved  in  a  strike 
which  we  adjusted  after  one  week,  and  obtained  somewhat  bet- 
ter conditions  and  higher  wages. 

I  received  instructions  to  go  to  New  York,  and  help  enter- 
tain the  two  fraternal  delegates  from  Great  Brittain,  Mr.  Roberts, 
M.  P.,  a  member  of  the  Typographical  Union,  and  Mr  James 
Crinnion,  Secretary  of  the  Carders'  Association. 

I  received  instructions  to  go  to  Utica,  where  I  took  up  the 
demands  of  the  New  York  Mills  local  for  a  wage  increase.  No 
satisfactory  replies  were  obtained  from  the  company,  and  the 
local  finally  agreed  to  drop  their  demands  until  a  more  opportune 
time.  While  in  Utica  I  organized  the  Woolen  Weavers  of 
Globe  Mills,  and  secured  payment  of  three  months'  back  per 
capita  tax  from  the  Utica  Weavers'  Local. 

I  was  called  to  Cohoes  to  adju.st  several  disputes  of  Carders, 
Garnet  Workers,  Knitters,  and  Washers.  We  obtained  a  sat- 
isfactory adjustment  of  the  Carders  at  Roff  Bros.  I  then  had 
several  interviews  with  Mr.  IvOvventhall,  but  finally  had  to  advise 
the  men  to  suspend  work.  When  he  saw  we  meant  business,  he 
vSettled  according  to  demands. 
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With  the  president  of  the  workers'  local  I  called  on  the 
superintendent  of  Clark's  Mill,  but  was  unable  to  persuade  him  to 
compel  the  non-union  workers  to  join  the  union.  It  w^as  decid- 
ed to  let  matters  rest  until  after  the  two  weeks'  stoppage,  after 
which,  I  am  glad  to  state,  an  adjustment  was  brought  about  by 
the  men  joining  the  local. 

I  took  up  the  demands  of  the  Knitters  for  an  increase,  with 
the  superintendent  of  Wright's  Health  Underwear,  and  later  with 
Mr.  Wright  in  New  York.  An  increase  of  $i  .50  in  wages  was  ob- 
tained, and  a  label  agreement  entered  into.  The  Wright's 
Health  Underw^ear  Company  is  one  of  the  best  equipped  under- 
wear mills  in  the  world,  and  is  a  very  valuable  addition  to  our 
list  of  union  label  shops. 

I  also  interviewed  the  agent  of  the  Waterford  Knitting  Com- 
pany, and  succeeded  in  making  arrangements  for  a  union  label 
agreement  with  that  company,  thus  bringing  the  employees  of 
the  w^ashing  department  and  others  into  their  respective  locals. 

In  January  I  was  instructed  to  proceed  to  Danville,  Va, 
where  I  organized  a  local  of  Textile  Workers.  The  company 
immediately  discharged  the  officers,  but,  notwithstanding  deter- 
mined opposition,  we  w^ent  ahead  with  the  organizing  work. 
Another  local  w^as  started  in  Lynchburg,  but  went  by  default 
when  I  was  called  away  to  New  York  Mills  at  the  end  of  six 
weeks. 

Conditions  in  New  York  Mills  had  become  unbearable  and 
the  local  determined  to  enforce  their  demands.  Every  effort  w^as 
made  for  a  peaceful  adjustment,  but  failed,  and  a  strike  was  de- 
clared. It  lasted  six  weeks,  and  though  all  the  Police  Depart- 
ment, militia,  and  private  detectives  ^vere  brought  in,  the  splen- 
did solidarity  of  our  Polish  brothers  and  sisters  remained  un- 
broken; with  the  result  that  the  company  was  compelled  to  grant 
an  increase  in  w^ages  of  14)^  per  cent,  in  the  Weaving  Depart- 
ment and  from  5  to  12%  per  cent,  in  the  Spinning  Department. 
They  further  agreed  to  provide  dwelling  houses  with  modern  im- 
provements, in  place  of  some  of  the  unsanitary  old  ones.  Secre- 
tary Hibbert  has  said  the  credit  for  this  splendid  victory  must  be 
accorded  to  Organizer  Miles;  I  tell  you  it  was  due  to  the  unex- 
ampled loyalty  and  unselfishness  of  our  Polish  brothers  and  sis- 
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ters.  Over  five  hundred  new  members  were  added  to  the  ro"l  as 
a  result. 

In  Utica  I  called  a  special  meeting,  and  demands  were  pre- 
sented to  the  Steam  Cotto  i  and  Mohawl^  C(mipany  by  the  local 
commit  ee.  I  had  an  interview  with  the  agent  and  a  lo  per  cent, 
increase  was  grant  d.  without  a  strike,  with  the  understanding 
that  no  reduction  in  day  wages  w mid  be  made  on  the  54-hour 
law  going  into  effect.  Tiie  Globe  Mills  also  received  an  increase 
of  5  per  cent. 

In  Little  Falls'  District  I  organized  three  local  unions.  I  al- 
so organized  a  local  of  Woolen  Weavers  in  Fulton,  N.  Y.,  but,  I 
regret  to  say,  the  American  Woolen  Company  in  Fulton  was  able 
to  close  the  halls,  influence  the  Polish  priest,  and  by  intimida- 
tion succeeded  in  finally  breaking  up  the  local. 

I  received  a  letter  from  President  Golden  urging  me  to  go 
to  Vrrmont.  After  some  hard  work  I  organized  a  local  of  Jack- 
spinners  and  a  local  of  Weavers  in  Queen  City  Mills  at  Burling- 
ton; the  Woolen  Workers  in  Proctorsville,  and  a  local  at  Ludlow, 
Vt. 

I  was  then  instructed  to  go  into  Western  Massachusetts, 
where  several  new  locals  have  been  formed.  In  conjunction  with 
Brother  Minichewski,  I  visited  Ludlow,  Warren,  Bondville, 
and  other  mill  towns.  A  Textile  Council  was  formed  with  re- 
presentatives from  the  district.  In  Thorndike  we  succeeded  in 
organizing  all  the  Hnghsh  speaking  workers  in  the  mills. 

Efforts  h  ve  been  made  to  organize  the  Shippers  and  Weavers 
of  Holyoke  but  without  much  success.  We  have  however  or- 
ganized the  Scrubbers,  chiefly  through  the  good  work  done  by 
the  Dyers  and  Pressers. 

Our  efforts  in  Thompsonville,  Connecticut,  has  met  with  the 
most  violent  opposition  on  he  part  of  the  company.  We  have 
succeeded  in  organizing  a  few  of  the  Polish  Workers,  and  were 
it  not  for  the  criminal  meth  ds  of  intimidation  carried  on  bv  the 
corporation,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  fully  70  per  cent,  of  the 
employes  of  the  company  would  gladly  join  our  labor  movement. 

On  September  19th,  Organizer  Minichewski  and  I  ha  1  a 
meeting  in  tlie  small  hall  of  the  C.  L.  U.  About  130  employes 
voted  to  join  the  union.    At  the  (ioors  of  the  hall  the  bosses  of 
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the  departments  had  stationed  themselves  and  spotted  as  many 
as  possible  of  those  attending,  with  the  result  that  thirty-six 
were  discharged. 

On  September  23,  first  assault.  September  28,  October  5, 
October  8,  employes  beaten. 

The  action  of  employers  in  adopting  thug  methods  must 
be  met  by  determined,  persistent  work  on  the  part  of  the  organ- 
ization, and  prosecution  of  the  guilty  parties  to  the  fullest  extent. 

Much  opposition  to  the  work  of  organizing  has  been  due  to 
the  tactics  of  the  so-called  independent  unions  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  I.  W.  W.  This  organization  when  not  able  to  succeed 
in  other  ways,  are  ever  readv  to  vilify  the  officers  and  members 
and  if  possible  disrupt  and  hinder  the  work  of  organization. 

I  reccommend  that  this  convention  go  squarely  on  record 
and  condemn  all  secession  movement  with  a  declaration  that 
organizations  not  with  us  are  opposed  to  us. 

District  Organizations. 

That  time  of  Organizers  may  be  given  to  organizing  in  given 
districts,  I  strongly  recommend  that  District  Organizations  be 
formed,  and  organizers  provided  for  each  District  whenever  pos- 
ible. 

I  recommend  that  IvOcal  Secretaries  be  encouraged  to  com- 
municate with  the  International  Secretary  at  regular  intervals, 
giving  information  as  to  the  local  conditions  in  their  district, 
and  that,  whenever  conditions  are  favorable,  Organizing  Meet- 
ings be  arranged  through  the  cc-operation  of  the  local  and  nat- 
ional officers. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

CHAS.  A.  MILES, 

Organizer. 

Delegate  Johnson,  commenting  on  that  part  of  Organizer 
Miles'  report  referring  to  the  legislative  work  in  connection  with 
the  54-hour  law  in  New  York  State,  wanted  Mr.  Miles  to  advise 
the  convention  that  there  was  one  manufacturer  who  spoke  and 
worked  for  the  54-hour  law. 

Delegate  Mclntyre  moved  and  Delegate  Tansey  seconded 
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that  the  report  be  turned  over  to  the  proper  committee.  Motion 
adopted. 

Before  the  motion  to  refer  was  put,  Delegate  Hobin  said 
that  he  thought  the  Organizer  ought  to  explain  to  the  conven- 
tion the  unions  formed  and  lost  in  the  several  districts.  Organ- 
izer Miles  reported  three  unions  disbanding  in  Little  Falls  and 
one  in  Utica. 

Organizer  Regan  submitted  his  report  for  the  approval  of 
the  delegates. 

Report  of  Thomas  J.  Reagan. 

Organizer  U.  T.  W.  of  A. 

After  the  convention  I  was  sent  into  Manchester.  After 
working  there  a  while  I  was  sent  up  to  Suncook,  N.  H.,  there 
being  a  strike  on  at  the  time.  I  was  unable  to  do  much  work 
there,  so  I  came  back  into  Lowell,  Manchester  and  Maynard.  I 
took  up  the  Woolen  Workers  in  and  around  Lowell,  but  was 
unable  to  get  them  together.  About  that  time  I  was  sent  into 
Lawrence,  as  the  strike  was  then  on.  President  Golden  will  no 
doubt  report  in  full  upon  this  much  talked  of  situation.  I 
might  say,  however,  that  starting  with  all  the  odds  against  our 
organization,  caused  principally  by  the  attacks  made  by  the  I. 
W.  W.'s,  we  finally  succeeded  in  organizing  the  following 
local  unions  : 

Dyers  and  Finishers,  Warp  Dressers,  Finished  Perchers, 
Cotton  and  Woolen  Yarn  Workers,  Warp  Preparers.  After  the 
strike  was  over,  I  was  left  there  to  organize  the  Weavers,  but 
with  poor  results.  Then  the  strike  came  on  in  Lowell  and  for 
about  five  weeks  we  had  a  hard  fight  to  hold  our  own,  but  we 
came  out  of  it  with  a  raise  of  lo  per  cent,  in  wages  and  our  local 
in  better  condition  than  before. 

I  then  went  into  Maynard  and  organized  the  Spinners. 
They  have  at  the  present  time  a  splendid  organization.  Also  a 
good  local  of  Weavers  has  been  formed  in  Maynard.  I  then 
went  into  Manchester  in  company  with  Mrs.  Conboy  and  formed 
a  splendid  organization  of  Weavers.    While  there  I  also  formed 
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a  fine  local  of  Dresser  Tenders,  making  two  splendid  organiza- 
tions in  Manchester,  N.  H.,  and  I  believe  that,  with  the  right 
kind  of  effort,  the  City  of  Manchester  can  be  thoroughly  organ- 
ized. I  then  went  into  lyisbon  where  I  found  twenty-two  weavers 
out  on  strike,  having  been  out  two  weeks  when  I  reached  there, 
but  as  the  rest  of  the  help  refused  to  come  out,  this  strike, 
which  was  unauthorized  by  our  organization,  was  lost. 

I  investigated  the  possibilities  for  organizing  in  and  about 
Lewiston  Me.,  but  found  such  an  indifferent  spirit  existing  among 
the  textile  workers  there  that  I  advised  the  general  officers  to  the 
effect  that  it  would  be  time  and  money  wasted  to  continue  our 
efforts  there  until  the  workers  showed  a  better  disposition  to  get 
in  line. 

I  was  sent  into  Somersworth,  N.  H.,  to  take  up  a  grievance 
of  the  Carders  and  Spinners.  Being  able  to  get  a  conference 
with  the  agent  the  matter  wbs  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned,  and  by  so  doing  a  strike  was  prevented.  I  then  went 
into  Chicopee,  Mass.,  to  take  up  a  grievance  of  the  Weavers, 
and  after  having  a  conference  with  the  agent  I  got  them  three 
cents  more  per  cut,  and  things  are  going  along  allright  in  that 
section.  I  was  then  sent  into  Willimantic,  Ct.  The  I.  W.  Ws. 
had  a  good  start  there  on  account  of  a  strike  in  the  thread  mill 
and  the  cotton  mill  upon  their  refusal  to  grant  an  increase  of  ten 
per  cent.  Organizer  Cunningham  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  loaned  to 
our  organization,  was  dispatched  to  Willimantic,  and  later  when 
Organizer  Cunningham  ceased  working  for  us,  I  was  instructed 
to  go  to  Willimantic.  With  the  conbined  work  of  ihe  various 
organizations  the  following  local  unions  were  formed  :  Carders 
and  Central  Body. 

I  went  into  Thompsonville  and  got  a  lot  of  names  to  start  a 
local,  but  they  were  given  a  ten  cent  raise  in  wages,  and  they 
then  felt  that  they  did  not  need  any  organization,  so  I  came  awa}^ 
and  left  it  to  the  Polish  organizer.  I  then  went  into  Pawtucket 
and  after  three  weeks  and  nothing  doing  I  thought  it  was  time 
to  go. 

I  was  instructed  to  go  to  New  Bedford  and  take  up  the  or- 
ganizing work  in  that  district,  and  to  do  my  best  to  build  up  the 
union  of  the  Carders  and  Spinners,  but  I  find  it  pretty  hard  work 
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on  account  of  the  feeling  existing  among  the  different  locals  since 
the  last  s  rike. 

I  went  after  th -  Slasher  Tenders,  who  up  to  the  time  of  the 
strike,  were  I.  W.  W's.  I  got  into  their  meeting  and  showed 
them  the  benefit  c-f  joining  the  U.  T.  W,  of  A.  I  then  got 
Brother  Ross  and  attended  two  more  meetings.  I  cannot  at  this 
time  see  any  chance  of  getting  a  Weavers  Union  in  that  section, 
until  such  time  as  the  local  men  are  willing  to  put  themselves  on 
record  in  favor  of  one  ;  then  I  find  a  good  many  in  favor  of 
having  one. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THOMAS  J.  REAGAN, 

O^'ganizer. 

Delegate  Whitehead  of  Philadelphia  asked  Organizer 
Reagan  what  he  would  advise  to  be  done  in  New  Be>iford. 

Delegate  Mcintosh  asked  if  there  were  any  hard  feelings  be- 
tween the  Woolen  and  the  Cotton  Workers. 

Delegate  Hobin  said  that  in  the  remarks  that  he  was  about 
to  make,  he  was  voicing  his  own  opinion,  but  he  believed  that 
the  time  had  come  when  this  organization  should  go  into  New 
Bedford  and  organize  a  new  Weavers'  Union. 

Delegate  Simpson  of  New  Bedford  wanted  to  know  whetVer 
Organizer  Reagan  had  been  sent  into  New  Bedford  with  the  object 
of  forming  a  new  Weavers <  Union  or  whether  his  mission  there 
was  to  build  up  the  Carders'  Union,  already  there. 

Delegate  Tansey  raised  the  point  of  order  that  there  was  no 
motion  before  the  house. 

The  chair  ruled  the  point  well  taken. 

Delegate  Ross  arose  to  ask  the  organizer  a  question,  and  was 
ruled  out  of  ordrr. 

Delegate  Flemming  of  Holyoke,  moved  that  Delegate  Ross 
be  given  the  floor  for  ten  minutes. 

Delegate  McCusker  raised  a  point  of  order  and  was  sustained 
by  the  chair. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  said  that  he  believed  that  the  motion  of 
Delegate  Flemming  was  in  order, 
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Delegate  Kostor  of  Utica  also  spoke  in  favor  of  giving  Dele- 
gate Ross  the  privilege  of  the  floor.  Delegate  Whitehead  of 
New  Bedford,  and  the  mover  of  the  motion  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
motion. 

Delegate  Whitehead  of  Philadelphia  spoke  against  the 
motion,  and  said  in  his  opinion  the  chair  ought  to  be  commend- 
ed for  his  ruling. 

Delegate  Hanley  of  Lowell  spoke  against  the  motion. 

Delegate  Conboy  of  Boston  said  that  she  believed  that  this 
was  not  the  proper  time  to  discuss  this  question,  and  that  a 
special  time  ought  to  be  set.  Mr.  Ross  said  that  he  had  no  idea 
of  making  a  speech  on  the  matter,  but  he  did  want  to  say  some- 
thing now,  as  he  might  be  called  away. 

The  chair  put  the  motion  and  it  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  34  to 

16. 

In  the  running  debate  which  followed,  Delegate  lyUdwig  of 
Pompton  Lakes  said  that  the  President  was  not  the  whole  show, 
but  that  the  convention  was  bigger  than  any  officer. 

Delegate  Lewis  of  Amsterdam,  moved  that  the  report  of  or- 
ganizer Reagan  be  referred  to  the  proper  committee.  Motion 
adopted. 

Mrs.  Sara  A.  Conboy  submitted  her  report  for  the  time  that 
she  had  been  at  work  during  the  year. 

Report  of  Sara  A.  Conboy. 

Organizkr  U.  T.  W.  of  a. 

From  the  time  that  I  found  there  was  no  work  for  me  to  do, 
about  the  last  of  September  until  early  in  January  of  this  year, 
I  was  not  in  the  pay  of  the  Textile  Workers,  therefore  my  re- 
port will  of  necessity  be  very  short.  I  went  to  Springfield  early 
in  January  to  help  with  the  union  in  Ludlow,  and  try,  if  possible, 
to  build  up  the  English  speaking  local.  While  there  I  found  a 
strike  of  the  plater  girls  in  Holyoke  and  gave  what  help  I  could 
to  them.  I  was  called  to  Boston  that  I  might  go  to  Lawrence, 
on  February  ist,  to  take  charge  of  the  relief  station,  which  was 
opened  on  that  date  under  the  auspices  of  the  Lawrence  C.  L.  U., 
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the  U.'T.  W.  of  America  and  the  W.  T.  U.  of  Boston.  On 
the  work  of  the  relief  station  I  will  not  dwell  at  any  great  length 
other  than  to  say  that  more  than  three  thousand  families  were 
cared  for,  regardless  of  their  nationality,  affiliation  or  creed. 

After  many  of  our  people  had  gone  to  work,  and  the  relief 
work  became  more  exacting,  the  organizing  work  began  in 
earnest. 

Several  good  organizations  have  been  perfected,  namely  the 
Cotton  and  Woolen  Yarn  Workers,  Dyers  and  Finishers,  F'in- 
ished  Perchers,  Warp  Preparers,  and  the  Wool  Sorters  who 
seceded  some  time  ago  from  the  U.  T.  W.  asked  to  be  taken 
back  and  have  a  charter  from  their  International  Union.  An 
organization  of  Italian  people  is  also  under  way  under  the  di- 
rection of  Felice  D' Allesandro. 

lyast  night  a  Textile  Council  was  formed,  with  35  members 
and  after  electing  officers,  they  were  installed.  The  work  for 
organizing  is  going  steadily  on,  and  we  are  looking  for  great 
results  in  Lawrence. 

Lawrence. 

During  the  struggle  of  the  early  part  of  the  year  in  the  city 
of  Lawrence,  Mass.,  I  was  sent  for,  to  Springfield  where  I  had 
been  working,  to  come  to  Lawrence  as  a  relief  station  was  about 
to  be  opened.  The  relief  station  opened  on  Thursday,  February 
ist,  1912,  at  162  Broadway,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Lawrence 
Central  Labor  Union,  The  Women's  Trade  Union  League  and 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America.  Aid  was  given  to  the 
needy  regardless  of  creed,  nationality  or  affiliation.  The  system 
was  a  very  simple  one,  just  filling  out  a  card  for  identification 
and  then  the  aid  was  given  in  the  form  of  orders  on  the  different 
grocery  stores.  Clothing,  shoes,  bread  and  milk  were  given  at 
the  relief  station.  We  also  had  doctors'  service  and  a  trained 
nurse.  On  March  4th,  through  the  untiring  efforts  of  the  gen- 
eral president  of  our  organization  and  those  whom  he  rallied  to 
the  cause,  a  settlement  was  arrived  at  and  accepted  by  the  unions 
that  had  been  organized  since  the  beginning  of  the  strike  and  a 
vote  taken  to  return  to  work  on  March  5th. 
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It  was  then  decided  that  the  support  coming  from  the  trade 
union  movement  should  from  that  time  forth  be  given  to  those 
who  had  signified  their  intention  of  returning  to  work  under  the 
terms  of  vSettlement,  secured  by  the  representatives  of  our  trade 
union  movement. 

Feeling  that  we  were  not  in  duty  bound  to  support  those 
who  had  proven  their  antagonism  towards  us  and  wished  to  con- 
tinue the  fight,  our  action  brought  forth  criticism  from  some 
quarters,  but  we  knew  we  were  right  and  went  on  in  the  per- 
formance of  our  duty. 

The  system  inaugurated  in  our  relief  station  brought  forth 
favorable  comment  from  many  quarters.  A  rigid  accounting  was 
kept  of  both  income  and  expenditure.  When  it  ceased  to  be  a 
joint  relief  station  and  our  International  Union,  by  consent  of  all 
concerned,  took  full  charge,  the  books,  papers  and  everything 
pertaining  to  the  relief  station  were  turned  over  to  a  public  ac- 
countant. Again  at  the  closing  of  the  relief  station  on  March 
28th,  the  books  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  public  accountant 
whose  report  is  ready  to  be  submitted  to  this  convention. 

During  the  time  that  could  be  spared  from  the  relief  station 
organizing  work  was  being  carried  on.  Locals  of  Dyers  and 
Finishers,  Cotton  and  Woolen  Yarn  Workers,  Warp  Preparers 
and  Perchers  were  formed.  I  will  not  dwell  at  any  great  length 
on  the  Lawrence  situation  in  my  report,  as  I  feel  sure  that  other 
reports  will  be  submitted  which  will  give  you  the  real  story  of 
the  much-talked  of  and  much-misrepresented  situation. 

Leaving  Lawrence  on  April  2nd  I  was  sent  into  Lowell 
where  the  I.  W.  W.  had  started  another  of  their  warfares. 
While  there  I  attended  a  number  of  organizing  meetings;  going 
from  there  to  Manchester,  N.  H.,  where  a  splendid  organization 
of  Weavers  was  formed.  I  do  not  know  how  this  organization 
is  coming  on  as  I  was  obliged  to  leave  to  go  to  Roxbury,  Mass. 
where  a  strike  had  been  called.  I  am  sorry  to  report  that  this 
strike  was  lost,  the  girls  being  beaten  by  members  of  the  organ- 
ization who  returned  to  work  for  inducements  offered  by  the  firm. 

While  the  strike  of  the  Silk  Weavers  was  on  in  Willimantic, 
Ct..  and  the  I.  W.  W.'s  were  once  more  on  the  rampage,  I  ad- 
dressed several  mass  meetings  in  Town  Hall  and  aided  in  the 
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organizing  of  the  Carders  wtio  have  come  along  in  leaps  and 
bounds.  Speaking  of  Manchester  and  Willimantic,  they  are 
both  fertile  fields  that  could  be  developed,  and  as  good  organiza- 
tions are  already  in  existence  there,  I  trust  that  our  International 
Union  will  give  them  all  the  co-operation  and  assistance  possible. 

On  July  5th,  I  received  a  telegram  from  President  Golden, 
telling  me  to  report  for  duty  in  Scranton  on  July  8th.  On  the 
way  to  Scranton  I  was  to  report  at  the  headquarters  of  either  the* 
Loom  Fixers,  Twisters,  or  the  Horizontal  Workers,  these  organ- 
izations having  arranged  with  our  International  Union  to  pay 
two-thirds  of  the  expense  of  this  organizing  campaign.  After  a 
long  talk  with  Brothers  Morgan  and  Star  I  proceeded  to  Scran- 
ton. Not  knowing  one  person  in  the  city  I  decided  that  the 
proper  people  to  get  in  touch  with  were  the  Central  Labor  Union 
officials.  So  I  immediately  got  in  touch  with  Stephen  McDonald, 
President  of  the  Central  Union,  who  gave  me  permission  to  make 
my  headquarters  at  the  Central  Labor  Union  office.  For  the  first 
ten  days  little  was  done  except  to  look  over  the  ground  and  find 
the  best  place  to  begin  work.  In  the  meantime  I  received  a  let- 
ter from  Secretar}^  Hibbert  that  a  new  union  has  been  formed  in 
Mayfield  and  I  immediately  got  in  touch  with  the  secretary  of 
that  union.  I  found  that  they  had  been  organized  about  the 
middle  of  June  by  Mr.  Rechsteiner,  a  special  organizer  of  the  A. 
F.  of  L.  I  found  only  a  portion  of  the  girls  in  the  union  and 
they  were  on  their  fourth  week  on  strike.  Absolutely  nothing 
was  being  done  to  effect  a  settlement.  I  got  in  touch  over  tele- 
phone with  the  owner  of  the  mill,  Mr.  Colajaro  and  after  several 
conferences,  the  first  three  between  Mr.  Colajaro  and  myself, 
and  the  fourth  between  a  committee  from  the  girls,  Mr.  Colajaro 
and  I,  a  satisfactory  settlement  was  arrived  at,  and  on  Monday 
July  22,  191 2,  ten  days  after  having  taken  up  the  matter,  all 
hands  returned  to  work. 

I  might  say  that  this  settlement  included  an  increase  in 
wages,  better  sanitary  conditions,  such  as  drinking  water,  toilet 
arrangement,  open  windows,  etc.,  and  a  union  shop  clause. 
That  union  has  grown  strong  and  I  am  happy  to  say  is  represent- 
ed at  this  convention  by  the  president.  Miss  Adams.  I  then 
turned  my  attention  to  Carbondale.    Here  a  tremendous  problem 
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confronted  me.  I  found  a  great  number  of  small  girls  and  boys, 
whose  only  thought  was  the  pleasure  of  having  a  strike,  and  I  was 
in  a  quandary  as  to  how  the  organization  could  be  kept  together 
I  did  not  want  to  waste  time  on  a  union  that  would  live  for  a  few 
weeks  and  then  die.  Rather  one  union  of  fifty  members  that 
would  live  and  grow  strong,  than  one  of  a  thousand  that  would 
spring  up  in  a  night  and  die  in  a  week.  So  I  came  to  the  de- 
cision that  wherever  it  was  possible  to  do  so  I  would  try  to  get 
as  many  of  the  older  girls  in  as  possible,  and,  regardless  of  how 
many  charters  I  might  have  the  glory  of  placing  in  that  section, 
that  where  two  mills  were  very  close  together  and  doing  the  same 
kind  of  work,  I  would  place  them  in  one  union.  This  has  worked 
out  splendidly.  Something  also  had  to  be  done  to  make  the 
meetings  attractive,  so  that  the  girls  and  boys  would  look  for- 
ward to  them.  So  after  each  meeting  a  volunteer  pianist  was 
called  for  and  the  girls  allowed  to  invite  a  few  friends  and  danc- 
ing was  indulged  in  for  about  an  hour  and  a  half.  The  Klots 
and  Empire  mills  in  Carbondale  are  in  one  union,  having  a 
membership  of  over  two  hundred.  Just  before  I  came  away  the 
Quillers  in  the  Empire  mill,  which  is  a  weaving  mill,  came  out 
on  strike.  A  committee  consisting  of  Miss  Kellehar,  Mr.  Yar- 
nold  and  my  self,  called  on  Mr.  Schmidt,  the  assistant  superin- 
tendent, and  he  was  positively  abusive.  So  I  got  in  touch  with 
Mr.  Hill,  the  president  of  the  company,  over  the  long  distance 
telephone,  reaching  him  in  New  York  City,  and  he  promised  he 
would  investigate  at  once  and  make  things  right.  However,  a 
strike  is  pending  there,  as  the  girls  and  boys  are  working  under 
protest  until  such  time  as  I  return. 

I  found  by  this  time  that  the  territory  was  so  large  that  a 
super-human  effort  would  be  required  to  try  to  cover  it,  so  at  a 
conference  held  in  New  York  in  August  between  Brother  Starr 
and  Morgan,  Huge  Frayne  of  the  A.  F.  ofL-,  General  President 
Golden  and  myself,  it  was  decided  to  place  a  girl  in  the  field  to 
help  me.  Miss  Mary  Kellabar  who  has  been  very  active  in  the 
trade  union  movement,  and  wdio  is  a  splendid  worker,  was  ap- 
pointed to  aid  me  in  the  work.  I  might  say  here  that  she  has 
been  a  wonderful  help  and  is  fa^t  developing  into  a  first-class 
organizer. 
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I  then  turned  my  attention  to  Taylor,  and  placed  Victoria 
and  IvUsh  mills  in  one  organization.  This  is  a  loo  percent,  union 
and  I  am  happy  to  say  is  represented  here  by  the  president, 
Mary  Langan.  Finding  that  the  lyush  Company  had  two  other 
mills  in  Providence  it  was  necessary  that  they  be  organized  be- 
fore any  demand  could  be  made  for  increase  in  wages.  So  I 
next  took  up  this  work.  The  two  I^ush  mills  and  the  Bliss  mill 
are  in  one  union,  called  the  Providence  Silk  Workers.  A  de- 
mand has  been  put  in  for  an  increase  of  wages,  and  several 
conferences  have  been  held  with  Mr.  I^ush.  He  has  offered  a 
small  increase  which  is  not  acceptable  to  the  employees,  and  after 
placing  it  before  the  unions  it  was  decided  to  table  the  report 
until  my  return  to  Scranton.  I  might  sa}^  also  that  this  is  a  lOo 
per  cent,  organization,  and  is  composed  of  a  fine  lot  of  girls  and 
boys.  During  our  organizing  work,  one  of  our  best  workers  for 
the  cause,  Anna  McGurrin,  was  laid  off.  The  balance  of  the 
reelers  came  out  on  strike  in  sympathy,  but  in  three  days,  after 
talking  things  over  with  Mr.  lyUsh,  these  girls  were  re-instated. 
My  next  work  was  among  the  people  of  the  Scranton  Textile 
Mills.  I  inaugurated  a  plan  of  noon-day  meetings,  going  to  the 
mill  at  noon-time,  gathering  the  workers  around  me  and  talking 
to  them  on  the  benefits  of  the  organization. 

This  plan  worked  out  splendidly.  After  a  few  of  these 
noon-day  meetings  I  was  successful  in  getting  an  organization. 
The  young  man  who  was  elected  president  was  discharged  as 
well  as  the  first  girl  who  signified  her  intention  of  becoming  a 
member.  Mr.  Hannon  organizer  of  the  Scranton  Central  I^abor 
Union,  who  by  the  way  was  ready  at  any  and  all  times  to  give 
me  assistance,  in  company  with  me  went  to  see  Mr.  Trimble, 
superintendent,  and  after  a  two  hours  conference  both  were  re- 
instated. This  is  a  large  organization  having  about  three 
hundred  members  and  is  represented  at  this  convention  by  the 
president,  Jos.  McNamara,  who,  by  the  way  is  the  young  man 
who  .was  discharged,  and  whom  we  were  successful  in  having  re- 
instated. 

A  number  of  meetings  with  some  of  the  other  mills  have 
been  held  namely;  the  Sequoit  which  is  coming  slowly,  Peters- 
burg, Forrest  City,  Klotz  and  one  or  two  others. 
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We  have  now  in  Scranton,  and  the  surrounding  territory 
something  over  one  thousand  members.  More  organizations 
might  have  been  had,  but  it  is  my  earnest  belief  that  it  is  better 
to  protect  a  few  and  have  them  self-sustaining  and  self-support- 
ing before  getting  more  on  our  hands  than  we  can  manage. 

I  am  fully  convinced  that  Pennsylvania  which  contains 
thousands  upon  thousands  of  textile  workers  can,  with  the  right 
kind  of  effort,  be  thoroughly  organized.  The  result  in  Scranton 
district  proves  this.  The  spirit  of  organization  is  in  the  air  and 
God  knows  organization  is  sadly  needed.  Long  hours,  low 
wages,  unsanitary  conditions,  coupled  with  the  exploitation  of 
child-labor  prevail  in  most  of  the  textile  districts  of  Penna.  I 
could  not  close  this  report  without  making  mention  of  the  two 
organizations  of  Pate'rson,  N.  J.,  namely  the  Loom  Fixers  and  the 
Horizontal  Workers  who  have  been  so  generous  in  giving  of 
their  funds  that  an  effort  might  be  made  to  organize  this  unor- 
ganized textile  country. 

I  trust  that  the  generous  spirit  shown  by  these  two  unions 
in  Paterson,  N.  J.,  will  be  an  incentive  to  the  other  large  unions 
to  co-operate  both  morally  and  financially  with  our  International 
Union  in  a  similar  manner  in  order  that  other  fields  may  be  opened 
and  the  work  of  organization  among  the  unorganized  pushed 
forward. 

In  submitting  my  report  to  the  delegates  to  this  convention, 
I  do  so  with  the  hope  of  their  approval.  I  wish  to  thank  the 
general  officers  for  their  co-operation  and  advice  which  helped 
me  over  in  many  stormy  paths. 

I  am  looking  forward  to  19 13  as  the  banner  year  for  our  or- 
ganization. It  has  weathered  a  storm  that  few  International 
Unions  have  ever  had  to  encounter.  It  has  tested  the  loyalty  of 
the  men  and  the  w^omen  in  our  trade  union  movement.  A  few 
fell  by  the  wayside,  but  the  strength  of  those  who  stood  loyally 
by  our  trade  union  in  the  face  of  adverse  criticism,  and  man}' 
times  abuse,  places  our  organization  on  a  higher  plane  with  labor 
movement  that  ever. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

SARA  A.  CONBOY, 

General  Organizer. 
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Delegate  Berry  of  lyawrence  asked  Mrs.  Conboy  a  question 
relative  to  the  I^awrence  Strike.  Mrs.  Conboy  replied  that,  in- 
asmuch as  the  General  President  had  covered  the  Lawrence 
strike  in  his  report  she  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  go  into  de- 
tail in  her  report. 

Delegate  McNamarra  moved  that  the  report  be  turned  over 
to  the  proper  committee.    Motion  adopted. 

Minzewski's  Report. 

Early  in  March,  during  the  strike  of  the  West  Warren  Cot- 
ton Mills,  I  was  sent  into  West  Warren.  I  found  that  the  men 
were  on  strike  for  an  increase  in  wages  amounting  to  the  same 
as  the  reduction  that  was  made  in  their  wages  about  four  years 
ago. 

After  I  was  there  three  days  organizer  Streifiler  of  the  A. 
F.  of  L.  came  up  there,  but  I  already  had  the  men  and  women 
organized.  After  six  weeks  of  hard  work  and  many  meetings  of 
the  people  who  were  on  strike,  a  conference  was  held  between 
the  agent  of  the  mill,  organizer  Streii^ler  and  myself.  A  settle- 
ment was  effected  that  was  satisfactory  to  all  concerned,  an  in- 
crease of  from  8  to  20  percent,  being  granted.  This  is  an  agree- 
ment between  the  agent  of  the  mill  and  the  representatives  of  the 
organization.  This  organization  is  represented  at  this  convention 
by  two  delegates. 

The  following  week  we  jumped  into  Thorndyke  and  organ- 
ized a  mill  owned  by  the  same  company.  No  increase  was  asked 
for,  but  many  conditions  that  have  existed  in  the  mill  for  years 
have  been  changed.  This  is  a  good  sized  organization,  and  is 
represented  at  this  convention  by  a  delegate. 

After  this  time  I  went  back  to  work  in  the  shop  until  May 
27th.  At  that  time  I  was  instructed  to  go  into  Chicopee  Falls 
and  install  the  officers  of  the  local  union,  and  give  them  some 
advice  on  the  trade  union  movement. 

During  the  next  month  I  visited  Polish  unions  in  Chicopee, 
Three  Rivers,  West  Warren,  Central  Falls,  and  one  or  two 
others.  I  helped  Organizer  Cunningham  to  organize  a  local  in 
Central  Falls.    I  then  went  into  Willimantic.    I  had  a  hard 
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time  there,  as  the  I.  W.  W.'s  were  working  there,  but  we  were 
successful  in  taking  a  good  many  new  members. 

I  then  went  into  lyowell.  I  found  that  there  had  been  a 
local  there,  but  had  gone  to  pieces.  This  local  had  been  paying 
on  the  15  cent  tax,  and  having  no  benefits  during  the  strike,  they 
disbanded.  I  was  able  to  get  a  good  Polish  union  local  there, 
having  about  200  members,  and  it  is  represented  at  this  conven- 
tion by  a  delegate. 

I  then  went  into  Three  Rivers.  I  found  it  impossible  to  get 
a  hall  there,  as  the  whole  place  is  owned  by  the  mill  owners.  I 
talked  with  the  people  at  noontime  and  the  evening,  and  I  found 
that  they  wanted  a  union,  but  we  tried  every  where  to  get  a  hall, 
but  in  vain.  However,  I  ran  across  an  old  farmer  who  was 
friendly  to  the  cause  and  he  gave  us  his  barn  to  meet  in.  We 
had  no  light  but  the  light  of  a  lamp,  but  we  formed  a  good  local 
there  under  these  very  depressing  conditions.  This  organization 
also  has  its  delegates  seated  at  this  convention. 

I  then  went  to  Bondville  to  address  a  meeting  on  Labor 
Day,  and  to  give  courage  to  the  members. 

About  this  time  three  weavers  were  discharged  in  West 
Warren,  and  I  took  the  matter  up  with  the  agent  of  the  mill 
with  the  result  that  the  three  people  were  reinstated. 

In  the  Dwdght  Manufacturing  Company  in  Chicopee  the 
overseers  cut  the  wages  from  46  cents  per  cut  to  35  cents  per  cut, 
a  reduction  of  25  per  cent.  We  took  this  matter  up,  and  had 
several  meetings  of  the  local,  and  after  a  good  deal  of  trying  I 
was  able  to  get  a  conference  wdth  the  agent.  They  got  back  the 
amount  that  they  tried  to  cut  them  down,  and  on  account  of  this 
settlement  the  union  has  gained  over  200  members.  There  w^ere 
a  number  of  other  grievances,  such  as  taking  away  the  oilers, 
and  the  men  who  carried  away  the  cuts.  These  have  all  been 
adjusted.    This  union  has  three  delegates  to  this  convention. 

I  then  went  into  Manchester,  N.  H.  and  made  an  effort  to 
organize  a  local  there.  I  was  unable  to  get  a  hall,  although  I 
had  a  couple  of  meetings  in  the  C.  L.  U.  Hall,  but  this  was  too 
far  away  for  the  Polish  people.  I  next  went  into  Chicopee  and 
worked  among  the  Loom  Fixers  of  the  Dwdght  Manufacturing 
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Company  and  succeeded  in  organizing  a  union  there.  I  am  pre- 
sident of  this  local,  and  represent  it  at  this  convention. 

In  the  Dwight  Manufacturing  Company  the  loom  fixers  have 
been  on  a  graded  system,  some  receiving  $12.80  and  others  re- 
ceiving $13.40.  All  this  will  be  changed  on  November  4th,  and 
all  I^oomfixers  will  receive  $15.00  per  week. 

I  went  with  Brother  Miles  into  Thompsonville,  and  succeed- 
ed in  getting  an  organization  there.  On  account  of  the  activity 
of  the  officials  of  the  firm  in  opposition  to  organized  labor,  and 
the  fact  that  Brother  Miles  was  made  the  victim  of  a-  most 
cowardly  assault,  this  organization  has  not  been  perfected  as  it 
should  have  been. 

I  also  wish  to  report  that  a  fine  Textile  Council  has  been 
formed  in  the  Western  part  of  Massachusetts,  having  five  dele- 
gates from  seven  locals. 

I  hope  that  the  work  I  have  performed  will  meet  with  the 
approval  of  the  delegates  and  General  Officers.  / 

Respectfully  submitted,  ij 
JOSEPH  MINZEWSKI. 

Organizer. 

The  following  telegram  was  read  to  the  Convention. 

Holyoke,  Mass. 

Albert  Hibbert, 

Secretary  United  Textile  Workers, 

724  Washington  Street,  Boston. 

Greetings  :- 

Best  wishes  for  success  of  the  conventicn  and  organization. 

E.  S.  AEDEN,  President 
Mass.  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  E. 


The  President  appointed  the  following  standing  committees. 

CoMMiTTKK  ON  President's  Report — Thomas  Morgan, 
Paterson,  N.  J.,  John  H.  Powers  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  William 
Mcintosh  of  Willimantic,  Conn.,  Eouis  Eudwig  of  Pompton 
Eakes,  N.  J.,  Bernard  Garrigan  of  Maynard,  Mass.,  W.  R. 
Grindrod  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  and  Edmund  vSicard  of  Eowell, 
Mass, 
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Committee  on  Skcrrtary's  Report — George  Van 
Vliet,  W.  W.  Booth  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  Francis  M.  Berry  of 
Lawrence,  Mass.,  Walter  Gray  of  Holyoke,  Mass. 

Committee  on  Executive  Council's  Report — John 
Whitehead  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Patrick  Mulligan  of  Boston, 
Mass.,  Thomas  Mcl^ean  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  John  Hanley  of 
I^owell,  Mass.,  James  Atherton  of  Willimantic,  Conn.,  Albert 
Kolbisz  of  Thorndike,  Mass.,  and  James  H.  Simpson  of  New 
Bedford,  Mass. 

Committee  on  Resolutions — James  Tansey  of  Fall 
River,  Mass.,  Charles  A.  Milse  of  Peterboro,  Ont.,  Sara  A.  Con- 
boy  of  Boston,  Mass.,  Frank  McCusker  of  PhiladeJphia,  Pa.,  Ed- 
win Johnson  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  Joseph  McNamarra  of  Scran- 
ton,  Pa.,  and  John  H.  Powers  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

Committee  on  Organization — Samuel  Ross  of  New 
Bedford,  Mass.,  James  Starr  of  Paterson,  N.  J.,  J.  R.  Brantley 
of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Miss  Cora  Adams  of  Mayfield,  Pa.,  Mike 
Kostor  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  August  Christenson  of  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  and  Joseph  H.  Johnson  of  Cohoes,  N.  Y. 

Committee  on  Grievances — Thomas  O'Donnell  of  Fall 
River,  MavSS.,  Thomas  Reagan  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  James  Howarth 
of  Fall  River,  Mass.,  Thomas  J.  Bell  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Joseph 
Minszewski  of  Ludlow,  Mass.,  Walter  Gray  of  Holyoke,  Mass., 
Adolph  Suihikoven  of  Maynard,  Mass. 

Committee  on  Law — Urban  Flemming  of  Holyoke,  Mass., 
John  Hobin  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  Frank  McKosky  of  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  Arthur  Lewis  of  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.,  John  Wilson 
of  Paterson,  N.  J.,  Henry  Woodward  of  New  Bedford,  Mass., 
Peter  Melia  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

Committee  on  Labels  and  Unfair  Products — Frank 
Mullarkey  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  Paul  Hinkle  of  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  John  Wilson  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  Rudolph  Bernard  of  Law- 
rence, Mass.,  Francis  H.  Berry  of  Lawrence,  Mass.,  and  Fred 
Tanguay  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

Committee  on  LEGiSLATiON-Edward  Mclnerney  of  Adams, 
Mass.,  John  H.  Kenyon  of  Adams,  Mass.,  George  Van  Vliet  of 
Rifton,  N,  Y.,  John  Harrington  of  Fall  River,  Mass.,  Friend 
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Hallas  of  Fall  River,  Mass.,  Francis  H.  Knapton  of  I^awrence, 
Mass. 

On  motion  of  Delegate  Flemming  a  recess  of  ten  minutes 
was  taken.  When  the  convention  was  again  called  to  order, 
Delegate  Tansey  moved  and  Delegate  Grey  seconded  that  when 
we  do  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  9  a.  m.  tomorrow,  in  order  to  give 
the  committees  a  chance  to  get  to  work,  and  those  members  who 
were  not  on  committees  an  opportunity  to  look  around  as  there 
may  not  be  another  chance  offered. 

Delegate  Mclycan  wanted  to  know  whose  fault  it  was  that 
there  was  no  business,  at  the  same  time  confessiog  that  it  was 
his  first  attendance  at  a  convention. 

The  President  explained  to  Delegate  Mclycan  how  it  hap- 
pened that  there  was  no  business  at  this  time. 

On  a  vote  being  taken  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  President  announced  that  under  the  constitution  it  was 
necessary  to  elect  three  auditors  to  go  over  the  books  of  the 
Treasurer  and  he  called  for  nominations 

Delegates  O'Brien,  Kolbusz,  Fielit,  Whitehead  of  Philadel- 
phia, Morgan  and  Booth  were  nominated. 

On  motion  the  nominations  were  closed. 

Delegate  Plemming  moved  that  a  committee  of  three  be  ap- 
pointed to  distribute,  sort  and  count  ballots.  Adopted. 

Appointed  on  that  committee,  Minzewski,  Reagan  and  Starr. 

The  result  of  the  ballot  was  as  follows  :  O'Brien  received 
45;  Morgan,  52;  Booth,  51:  Kolbusz,  15;  Fielit,  10;  White- 
head, 32.    Messrs.  Morgan,  Booth  and  O'Brien  were  elected. 

Convention  adjourned  to  meet  again  Wednesday  morning  at  * 
9  o'clock. 


Wkdnksday  Morning,  Octobkr  23rd. 

Convention  called  to  order  at  9  o'clock. 
Absentee,  Morin  of  Somersworth. 

Org  nizer  Powers  submitted  his  report  and  the  same  was 
referred  to  the  proper  committee. 
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Report  of  John  H.  Powers. 

As  A  Speciai.  Organizer  in  Rhode  IvSeand. 

The  local  that  I  represent  has  been  built  up  by  about  forty 
members  since  my  appointment  September  17,  191 2. 

In  its  infancy  it  was  composed  of  seven  members.  At  the 
present  time  it  has  a  total  membership  of  482,  all  members  in 
good  standing,  and  all  paying  the  20  cent  per  month  per  capita 
tax.  I  have  attended  about  twenty-five  meetings  of  other  textile 
bodies,  urging  them  to  co-operate  with  me  in  building  up  their 
locals,  and  we  have  met  with  some  success;  namely  the  weavers. 
I  have  partially  completed  plans  for  a  carders  local,  but  this  will 
take  time  as  they  were  once  organized  and  then  fell  away.  It  is 
always  harder  to  succeed  the  second  time. 

I  have  settled  three  mill  difficulties,  that  might  easily  have 
led  to  serious  trouble.  One  mill  in  Woonsocket,  one  in  Paw- 
tucket  and  one  in  Central  Falls. 

The  district  that  I  have  to  cover  is  quite  a  large  one,  from 
Providence  to  Woonsocket  on  one  side,  and  from  Providence  to 
Washington  on  the  other  side,  partially  covering  all  the  cotton 
and  woolen  industry  in  the  State. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  H.  POWERS. 


The  Committee  on  Secretary's  Report  submitted  the  follow- 
ing report  : 

To  the  Delegates  of  the  Tivelfth  Ayinual  Co7ivention  of  the  Uiiited 
Textile  Workers  of  America  : 

Your  Committee  on  Secretary's  Report,  after  considering  the 
great  amount  of  work  that  he  has  been  called  upon  to  perform, 
and  noting  the  careful  and  efficient  manner  in  which  his  duties 
have  been  performed,  recommend  the  adoption  of  his  report  as 
read  to  the  convention. 

Your  committee  would  also  recommend  that  this  convention 
take  some  action  to  provide  the  General  Secretary  with  the  help 
necessary  to  carry  on  the  work  of  his  office  to  the  best  interest 
of  our  organization. 
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To  that  part  of  the  report  bearing  on  the  Textile  Workers 
Journal,  we  recommend  that  the  Secretary  be  given  discretion- 
ary power  in  the  securing  of  advertisements. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

GEORGE  VAN  VEIET, 
WIEEIAM  BOOTH, 
FRANCIS  N.  BERRY, 
WAETER  GRAY, 
ALBERT  WHITEHEAD, 

Committee  on  Secretarys  Report. 


Delegate  O'Donnell  moved  the  acceptance  of  the  committee's 
report  and  the  recommendations  therein  adopted. 

Delegate  Hanley  said  that  he  thought  that  before  any  assis- 
tant to  the  Secretary  was  appointed  we  ought  first  decide  what 
the  salary  should  be. 

Delegate  Conboy  said  that  she  believed  that  the  Secretary 
ought  to  be  provided  with  more  assistance. 

Delegate  O'Donnell,  as  the  mover  of  the  motion,  requested 
that  the  Secretary  explain  to  the  convention  the  conditions  ex- 
isting in  the  office. 

The  Secretary  said  that  what  was  required  was  extra  clerical 
help,  to  enable  him  to  perform  the  duties  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

Delegate  Hanley  said  he  was  satisfied  with  the  explanation 
offered  by  the  Secretary. 

Delegate  McCusker  amended  the  motion  by  referring  the 
matter  to  the  incoming  Executive  Council. 

Delegate  Grindrod  said  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment as  he  believed  that  the  matter  should  be  settled  by  the 
delegates. 

Delegate  Lewis  moved  as  a  substitute  motion  that  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  be  accepted  and  that  their  recommenda- 
tions lay  over  uniil  new  business. 

Delegate  Hobin  said  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the  original 
motion,  and  he  wanted  to  pay  a  tribute  to  the  Secretary  for  the 
way  in  which  he  had  done  his  work. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  again  explained  his  reavSons  for  making 
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the  motion,  and  on  a  vote  being  taken  the  motion  to  accept  the 
committee's  report  was  adopted. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Powers  of  the  free  consumptives'  home  was 
given  the  privilege  of  the  floor  for  five  minutes  to  explain  to  the 
delegates  the  work  that  is  being  done  by  this  most  worthy  char- 
ity. At  the  conclusion  of  her  address,  Delegate  O'Donnell 
moved  that  her  request  for  assistance  be  referred  to  the  various 
locals. 

Delegate  Powers  was  of  the  opinion  that  we  ought  to  do 
somthing  now  of  a  practical  character,  and  he  moved  that  we 
take  up  a  collection  among  the  delegates.  Motion  adopted,  and 
the  amount  realized  was  $i8. 

The  question  of  the  admitting  non-union  news  writers  to  the 
convention  was  considered,  and  Delegate  Flemming  moved  that 
no  news  writer  resident  in  the  City  of  Boston  shall  be  admitted 
to  the  convention  unless  he  is  a  member  of  the  Boston  News 
Writers'  Union. 

President  Golden  spoke  in  favor  of  the  motion.  After  it 
was  explained  that  the  motion  would  not  be  effective  against  any 
reporter  outside  of  Boston  the  motion  was  adopted. 

Committee  on  organization  reported  through  its  secretary, 
Delegate  Starr,  that  they  had  gone  over  the  report  of  Organizer 
Mrs.  Conboy,  and  they  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report,  with  the 
recommendation  that  she  Vje  instructed  to  carry  on  the  work  of  or- 
ganization among  the  Silk  Workers  of  Pensylvania. 

Delegate  McNamarra  of  Scranton,  Pa.  informed  the  delegates 
of  the  good  work  done  by  Mrs.  Conboy  in  that  territorj^ 

Delegate  inquired  how  long  she  would  be  kept  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Delegate  Ross,  in  answering  Mr.  Hobin's  question,  said  that 
Mrs.  Conboy  would  be  sent  into  the  district  with  the  same  in- 
structions that  are  given  to  other  organizers. 

Delegate  Ratcliffe  of  Paterson  asked  who  would  pay  the  ex- 
penses. 

Delegate  Ross  explained  that  she  would  be  under  the  same 
conditions  as  before. 

Delegate   Tansey   said  that  the  Emergency  Committee 
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would  not  remove  an  organizer  from  a  field  where  good  work 
was  being  done. 

The  delegatesf  rom  Paterson  testified  to  the  good  work  done 
by  Mrs.  Conboy  in  Pennsylvania. 

On  a  vote  being  taken  the  recommendation  was  adopted. 

RKSOIvUTION. 

^'Resolved,  that  more  work  should  be  done  to  organize  the 
unskilled  workers." 

Resolution  offered  by  Delegate  Suihkoven  of  Maynard. 

Committee  on  resolutions  recommend  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  incoming  Executive  Council,  and  on  a  vote  being  taken  the 
recommendation  was  adoped. 

Delegate  Mullarkey,  chairman  of  the  Committee  onlyabels 
and  Unfair  Products  announced  a  meeting  of  that  committee 
immediately  after  the  adjournment. 

Delegate  Tan^ey  for  the  committee  on  resolutions  submitted 
the  following  resolution  which  had  been  presented  by  the 
Central  Labor  Union  of  Hartford,  Conn,  and  had  to  do  with  the 
assaults  that  had  been  made  upon  Organizer  Miles  at  Thomp- 
sonville. 

SpringfikIvD,  Mass.,  October  20,  1912. 
Mr.  John  GoIvDKn,  President, 

United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 
Dear  Sir  and  Brother  : — 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Central  Labor  Union  held 
at  Springfield,  October  20th,  1912,  with  Brother  Sol  Sonthiemer 
representing  the  Hartford,  Conn.,  Central  Labor  Union,  a  com- 
munication was  read  from  Secretary  Frank  Morrison  of  the  A. 
F.  of  L-,  requesting  that  he  be  informed  as  to  the  probable  cost 
to  the  A.  F.  of  L.  should  we  decide  to  prosecute  the  offenders  in 
the  Miles'  affair. 

We  were  instructed  to  give  the  Secretary  an  approximate 
estimate  as  to  the  amount,  and  we  forwarded  to  him  the  infor- 
mation that  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  might  be  needed, 
and  should  there  be  a  balance  it  would  be  returned  to  the  A.  F. 
of  L. 
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If  the  following  .suggestion  meets  with  your  approval  will 
you  kindly  submit  the  same  to  your  convention. 

Resolved^  By  the  delegates  in  convention  assemV^led,  that 
one  of  the  American  Federation  of  lyabor  Organizers  while  in 
pursuit  of  his  duties  was  most  brutally  assaulted  at  Thompson- 
vilie,  Connecticut.  He  was  black-jacked,  shot  at  and  otherwise 
mis-used  and  finally  driven  out  of  the  town."    Therefore  be  it 

''Resolved,  That  we  the  delegates  of  The  United  Textile 
Workers  of  America  in  convention  assembled,  request  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to  give  the  necessary 
financial  assistance  to  the  Springfield  Central  Labor  Union  and 
the  Hartford,  Connecticut,  Central  Labor  Union,  to  bring  the 
guilty  parties  of  this  most  outrageous  assault  to  justice. 

Fraternally  yours, 

D.  K.  McCarthy, 

Secretary. 

SOL.  sonthiemkr, 

Representing  Hartford  C.  L.  U. 
Committee  recommends  its  adoption. 

Delegate  Flemming  said  that  he  believed  that  this  matter 
was  one  of  the  most  important  to  be  considered  by  the  conven- 
tion, and  we  ought  to  go  on  record  as  being  willing  to  go  the 
limit  in  our  efforts  to  find  out  and  punish  the  guilty  persons. 

President  Golden  suggested  that  the  matter  be  allow^ed  to 
lay  over  until  some  time  later. 

Delegate  Tansey  said  that  it  w^as  the  wish  of  the  committee 
that  the  resolution  be  adopted  as  there  were  other  resolutions 
bearing  on  the  same  matter  that  would  be  brought  before  the 
convention. 

Delegate  Minszewski  moved  that  the  convention  adjourn  to 
allow  the  several  committees  to  get  to  work,  and  on  a  vote  the 
motion  was  adopted.  The  chairmen  of  the  various  committees 
announced  the  time  and  place  that  each  committee  would  meet. 

Wednesday  Afternoon,  October  23d. 

Roll  call  showed  Delegate  Morin  as  the  only  absentee. 
Moved  and  seconded  that  Miss  Mabel  Gillespie  of  the 
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Woman's  Trade  Union  I^eague  of  Boston  and  Brother  Stevenson 
of  Lawrence  be  given  seats  in  the  convention.    Motion  adopted. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  reading  of  the  President's 
report  on  the  Lawrence  strike  be  deferred  until  3.30  p.  m. 
Motion  adopted. 

Delegate  Tansey  for  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  reported 
the  following  Resolution  offered  by  Delegate  Suihkoven  of  May- 
nard,  Mass.,  Union  No.  771.  : 

Resolved,    That  this  convention  demands  that  President 
Gompers  withdraw  from  the  Civic  Federation." 

Committee  recommends  non-concurrence  with  the  resolution. 
On  motion  of  Delegate  Starr  seconded  by  Delegate  McCusker 
the  recommendations  of  the  Committee  was  adopted. 

The  following  Resolution  submitted  by  Delegate  Lewis  of 
Amsterdam,  N.  Y.  : 

' '  Resolved,  That  when  members  transfer  from  one  local  to 
another  whose  initiation  fee  is  greater  than  the  Union  from  which 
they  desire  a  transfer,  the  union  receiving  the  transfer  members 
shall  use  its  own  discretion  relative  to  the  difference  in  the  in- 
itiation fee." 

Committee  recommend  its  adoption. 

Resolution  offered  by  Delegate  Kolbusz  of  Thorndike, 
Mass.  : 

Whereas,  A  large  number  of  local  unions  consisting  of  Polish 
members  find  it  difficult  to  transact  important  business  matters 
with  the  International  Secretary  owing  to  the  inability  of  our 
National  Office  to  interpret  any  Polish  communication,  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Secretary  of  this  organization 
be  instructed  to  engage  competent  office  assistance  that  will  en- 
able him  to  handle  all  such  correspondence.  " 

The  committee  recommend  that  this  resolution  be  referred 
to  the  full  Executive  Board. 

Delegate  Conboy  asked  the  privilege  of  the  floor  for  the  pur- 
pose of  speaking  a  few  words  relative  to  the  Polish  Unions  at 
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Ludlow  and  other  places.  The  request  was  granted,  after  which 
a  vote  was  taken  and  the  committee's  recommendation  that  the 
resolution  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Board  was  adopted. 

Secretary  Tansey  moved  that  Mr.  Henry  Abrahams,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Boston  Central  Labor  Union  be  given  the  priv- 
ilege of  the  floor.     Motion  adopted. 

Mr.  Abrahams  then  addressed  the  convention  on  the  Amer- 
ican standard  of  living  and  the  trade  union  movement  in  general. 

Delegate  Starr  of  the  Committee  on  Organization  reported 
that  the  committee  recommends  that  the  reports  of  the  Organi- 
zers be  accepted. 

Motion  to  accept  the  same  was  adopted. 

The  same  committee  reported  the  following  Resolution  sub- 
mitted by  Delegate  Ludwig  of  Pompton  Lakes,  N.  J.  : 

"  Whereas^  The  Organizers  of  our  International  Union,  in 
view  of  the  fact  of  the  high  cost  of  living  which  has  made  ex- 
penses increase  largely,  and 

Whereas,  The  salary  and  expenses  of  organizers  is  very 
inadequate  to  meet  this  increase  in  their  expenses,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  salary  of  the  organizer  be  increased 
three  dollars  per  week  and  the  expense  be  increased  fifty  cents 
per  day." 

Committee  recommend  that  this  resolution  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Law,  and  on  motion  it  was  so  referred. 

Committee  reported  that  they  had  considered  a  letter  that 
had  been  sent  in  from  Lawrence,  Mass.  asking  for  an  organizer. 
They  recommended  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  incoming 
Executive  Council. 

Delegate  Bernard  said  that  the  weavers  of  Lawrence  were 
ready  to  form  a  union  and  they  asked  that  Mrs.  Conboy  be 
sent  there. 

On  motion  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  ac- 
cepted and  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  incoming  Executive 
Council. 

Delegate  O'Donnell,  reporting  for  the  Committee  on  Griev- 
ances, reported  that  the  committee  had  met  and  considered 
several  grievances  and  were  ready  to  report. 
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The  first  grievance  reported  to  the  committee  was  that  of  a 
weaver  who  had  been  discharged,  and  the  influence  of  this  or- 
ganization was  requested  in  getting  him  reinstated.  On  this 
matter  the  committee  recommend  that  it  be  referred  to  the  in- 
coming Executive  Council,  with  the  suggestion  that  the  President 
take  up  the  matter  at  his  earliest  convenience. 

Delegate  Conboy  moved  the  adoption  of  the  recommendation. 
Motion  adopted. 

Reporting  on  the  strike  of  Folders  at  Passaic,  the  committee 
recommended  that  it  take  the  same  course. 

Delegate  Hanley  thought  the  matter  ought  to  be  settled  by 
the  convention. 

Delegate  Miles  moved  to  accept  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  this  matter.    Motion  adopted. 

Resolution  offered  by  Delegate  Whitehead  of  Philadelphia  : 

^'Resolved,  That  in  districts  where  there  are  District 
Councils  that  the  engineers  in  textile  establishments  be  allowed 
to  join  the  council." 

Committee  believe  that  it  is  a  matter  for  the  local  unions 
and  they  recommend  that  it  be  referred  to  them. 

Delegate  McCuskei  of  Philadelphia  spoke  on  the  matter. 

Delegate  Ross  explained  the  manner  in  which  the  Textile 
Council  of  Nev/  Bedford  was  arranged  with  the  firemen  in  mills. 

Recommendation  of  the  committee  adopted. 

On  motion  a  recCvSS  was  declared  until  3.30  p.  m. 

Convention  again  called  to  order  at  3.30  p.  m.  President 
Golden  submitted  his  report  on  the  lyawrence  strike. 

The  IvAwrencr  Uprising 

On  Januf-ry  ist,  19 12,  the  fifty-four  hour  law  went  into 
effect  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  This  measure  was  secured 
by  the  efforts  of  the  representatives  of  the  United  Textile  Workers 
of  America,  ably  supported  by  the  rest  of  the  labor  movement  of 
the  State. 

Our  policy  had  always  been  to  fight  for  a  shorter  work  day, 
irrespective  of  its  effect  on  the  existing  wage  scale ^  always  rely- 
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ing  on  the  belief  that  when  the  favorable  opportunity  presented 
itself  the  fight  for  better  wages  could  be  successfully  made. 

When  that  portion  of  the  help  who  were  paid  by  the  hour 
discovered  that  their  pay  envelope  contained  a  lesser  amount 
than  usual  on  account  of  the  shorter  work  week,  and  having  had 
no  previous  notice  to  this  effect,  they  became  greatly  excited  and 
began  to  congregate  in  groups  in  the  mill,  and  finally  working 
themselves  up  into  a  frenzy,  started  to  leave  the  mill.  Gather- 
ing in  numbers  as  they  went  along  and  driving  out  those  who 
were  unwilling  to  voluntarily  leave  their  machines,  succeeded 
inside  of  a  very  few  minutes  in  emptying  first  one  mill  and  then 
another  until  finally  twenty  thousand  operatives  were  on  the 
street. 

Much  stress  has  been  laid  on  the  fact  that  the  reduction  in 
wages  only  amounted  to  from  15  to  30  cents  a  week,  but  it  must 
not  be  forgotten  that  this  reduction  in  wages,  small  as  it  may 
seem  was  taken  from  a  pay  envelope,  which  in  the  majority  of 
cases  only  contained,  at  the  most,  from  six  to  eight  dollars. 

The  mills  of  Lawrence  have  within  the  last  five  years  been 
filled  up  with  a  large  foreign  element  representing  almost  every 
nationality  from  southern  Europe.  Many  of  these  foreigners 
had  been  brought  to  this  country,  believing  they  were  com- 
ing to  a  modern  Eldorado,  led  to  this  belief  by  the  many 
misrepresentations  made  to  them  in  order  to  induce  them  to 
leave  their  home  country. 

Having  received  a  rude  awakening  by  the  exploitation  to 
which  many  of  them  were  subjected,  their  hearts  became  filled 
with  resentment  and  they  fell  an  easy  prey  to  the  impassioned 
tongue  of  the  demagogue  and  revolutionist.  Men  and  women, 
well  known  all  over  the  country  for  their  revolutionary  propensi- 
ties rushed  to  the  scene,  realizing  full  well  that  the  large  foreign 
element  there  offered  a  fertile  field  for  the  carrying  out  of  their 
incendiary  doctrines,  with  the  result  that  the  once  peaceful  city 
of  Lawrence  was  quickly  turned  into  a  seething  furnace  of  riot 
and  disorder. 

Unfortunately  little  organization  existed  among  the  opera- 
tives. The  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  within  the  last 
ten  years  have  spent  thousands  of  dollars  in  an  effort  to  organize 
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the  skilled  and  unskilled  workers  in  this  city.  We  have  within 
that  period  succeeded  in  establishing  many  good  unions  there, 
but  in  almost  every  instance  these  unions  were  destroyed  through 
the  machinatioius  of  some  official  of  the  mill,  so  that  when  the 
up-rising  of  the  workers  came,  there  was  little  or  no  organiza- 
tion behind  them. 

While  the  self-constituted  leaders  knowing  nothing  what- 
ever about  the  textile  industry,  had  assumed  lor  the  time  being 
to  take  full  charge  of  the  situation,  we  immediately  began  a 
quiet  campaign  of  organizing  among  the  rank  and  file. 

Gathering  around  me  several  of  our  own  organizers  and  se- 
curing the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  American  Federation  of 
I^abor,  the  Women's  Trade  Union  I^eague  and  the  lyawrence 
Central  Labor  Union,  we  soon  succeeded  in  organizing  several 
local  unions,  thereby  placing  ourselves  in  a  position  to  formu- 
late our  own  demands  and  submit  them  to  the  employers.  I 
instituted  a  temporary  Textile  Council  and  invited  representa- 
tives of  the  two  unions,  who  had  some  years  previous  seceded 
from  our  Internation  Union,  namely,  the  loomjfixers  and  the 
wool  sorters,  believing,  as  I  stated  at  the  time  that  the  day  had 
come  when  all  past  differences  of  opinion  should  be  forgotten. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  outside  of  the  contention  caused 
by  shortening  the  hours  of  labor,  no  demands  or  grievances  had 
been  submitted  to  the  employers,  the  majority  of  the  people 
having  been  forced  out  through  the  action  of  the  foreign  element 
who  left  their  work  on  January  12th.  The  delegates  to  the 
Council  were  unanimous  in  their  opinion  that  if  we  could  secure 
a  five  per  cent,  increase  in  wages  it  would  be  acceptable  for  the 
time  being. 

The  New  England  Civic  Federation  through  its  secretary, 
John  B.  McPherson,  commenced  to  lend  a  helping  hand. 
Through  his  efforts  several  conferences  were  held  between  the 
representatives  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  and 
the  representatives  of  the  employers.  It  was  finally  decided  to 
submit  a  proposition  to  the  employers  for  a  general  increase  in 
wages,  the  minimum  increase  to  be  five  per  cent.,  this  to  apply  to 
the  highest  paid  operatives,  a  maximum  to  run  as  high  as  twenty- 
five  per  cent.,  according  to  the  amount  of  wages  received,  the 
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largest  increase  to  be  given  to  those  earning  the  smallest  wages. 
This  to  apply  to  both  skilled  and  unskilled  workers,  irrespective 
of  nationality. 

This  proposition  was  submitted  to  the  members  of  the  various 
unions  at  general  meetings  called  for  that  purpose,  and  unani- 
mously accepted,  a  vote  being  taken  to  return  to  work  on  Mon- 
day, March  4th. 

While  our  action  in  bringing  about  a  settlement  brought 
forth  commendation  from  many  sources,  it  also  had  the  effect  of 
subjecting  our  labor  movement  and  all  those  who  had  signified 
their  willingness  to  follow  our  advice,  to  a  torrent  of  abuse  and 
villification  from  the  lips  of  those  who  had  been  leading,  or 
rather,  misleading  the  large  mass  of  the  foreign  element,  to  whom, 
unfortunately,  w^e  had  been  denied  the  opportunity  of  either  ad- 
vising or  making  known  to  them  the  real  situation. 

As  a  result  every  possible  means  of  intimidation  was  put  in- 
to effect  to  prevent  those  who  had  accepted  the  terms  of  settle- 
ment from  returning  to  work.  The  sentiment,  however  was  so 
strong  in  favor  of  ending  the  whole  unfortunate  situation  on  the 
terms  secured  by  representatives  of  the  legitimate  trade  union 
movement,  it  was  plainly  apparent  that  the  beginning  of  the  end 
was  in  sight,  and  on  March  15th  at  a  mass  meeting,  held  on  the 
Common,  these  same  self-constituted  leaders  irrespective  of  the 
fact  that  they  had  scorned  and  ridiculed  the  terms  of  settlement 
secured  by  the  representatives  of  the  legitimate  trade  union 
movement,  and  had  up  to  that  time  strongly  advised  against  a 
settlement  on  these  terms,  framed  a  resolution  and  presented  it 
to  the  workers  at  this  meeting,  advising  them  to  return  to  work 
on  the  exact  terms  secured  by  our  people,  ten  days  previous. 

So  much  for  the  so-called  victory  supposed  to  to  have  been 
gained  by  the  advocates  of  syndicatism,  sabatage  and  direct 
action. 

Realizing  the  task  before  us  in  relieving  the  distress  that 
soon  became  apparent,  a  relief  .station  was  opened  and  was  con- 
ducted for  several  weeks  under  the  joint  auspices  of  the  United 
Textile  Workers  of  America,  the  Women's  Trade  Union  League 
of  Boston  and  the  Central  Labor  Union  of  Lawrence.  After  the 
agreement  on  the  part  of  the  members  of  our  local  unions  in  Law- 


64 

rence  to  return  to  work  under  the  terms  .secured  from  the  employ- 
ers, this  relief  station  was  taken  full  charge  of  by  our  Interna- 
tional Union  by  mutual  consent  of  all  parties  concerned,  believing  ( 
it  was  our  duty  to  assume  all  existing  liabilities  of  the  relief  situa- 
tion and  also  support  our  people  until  it  was  safe  for  them  to  re- 
turn to  their  former  employment. 

All  this  time  the  leaders  of  the  I.  W.  W.  movement  kept  up 
their  savage  attack  upon  our  International  Union  and  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  I^abor;  charges  of  the  foulest  kind  were  made 
agaiUvSt  the  men  who  became  active  in  our  behalf,  and  even  women 
did  not  escape  the  vituperative  tongues  of  the  I.  W.  W.  leaders. 
Wild  promises  were  made  to  the  foreign  element  in  order  to  keep 
them  from  returning  to  work  under  the  terms  secured  through 
the  legitimate^trade  union  movement.  As  a  sample  of  the  promises 
made  to  the  foreign  speaking  operatives  upon  whom  the  leaders 
of  the  I.  W.  W.  had  during  the  whole  trouble  concentrated  their 
whole  efforts,  they  promised  that  no  settlement  would  be  made 
until  everyone  who  had  been  arrested,  no  matter  for  what  crime, 
was  liberated  from  jail  and  guaranteed  their  former  position  in 
the  mills.  The  poor,  deluded  foreigners,  unacquainted  with  our 
American  custom,  believed  all  this  and  for  a  time  were  induced  to 
continue  the  struggle  and  under  the  advice  of  their  alleged  leaders 
resorted  to  every  possible  method  in  order  to  keep,  what  was  at 
this  time  a  large  majority  of  the  employes,  from  returning  to  work. 
But  as  I  stated  before  the  leaders  of  the  I.  W.  W.,  saw  their 
own  movement  crumbling  to  pieces,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  for- 
eign element  whom  they  had  been  deceiving  from  the  very  be- 
ginning were  awakening  to  this  fact,  and  in  several  instances 
openly  repudiated  their  former  leaders. 

The  question  naturally  arises,  why  were  these  men  and 
women,  most  of  them  perfect  strangers,  who  had  assumed  to  lead 
the  w^orkers  of  I^awrence,  so  anxious  to  have  the  workers  remain 
away  from  the  mills  ;  the  answer  is  very  clear  now,  although  not 
generally  known,  and  where  known  not  generally  accepted  at 
that  time.  It  was  not  as  one  of  the  leaders  admitted  on  one  oc- 
casion, because  of  their  concern  for  the  workers,  but  absolutely 
on  account  of  the  fact  that  thousands  of  dollars  were  pouring  in- 
to the  hands  of  these  leaders,  who  took  good  care  to  not  only 
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Spend  the  money  lavishly,  but  also  had  forethought  to  place  out- 
side a  substantial  amount  for  the  time  when  there  would  be  no 
other  situation  as  then  obtained  iti  Lawrence. 

These  leaders  of  the  I.  W.  W.  are  past  masters  in  the  art 
of  securing  funds  ;  within  a  few  days  after  the  stoppage  of  the 
mills  a  very  cleverly  written  appeal  was  sent  broadcast  through 
the  country,  absolutely  concealing  the  fact  that  it  emanated 
from  I.  W.  W.  sources  and  signed  simply  Joseph  Bedard,  Secre- 
tary Strike  Committee,  Textile  Workers.  This  circular  was  so 
skilfully  drawn  up  that  it  fooled  the  public  into  the  belief  that 
this  so-called  Strike  Committee  was  a  genuine  product  of  the 
regular  trade  union  movement. 

In  spite  of  the  bitter  attack  these  leaders  of  the  I.  W.  W.'s 
w^ere  directing  against  our  trade  movement,  they  did  not  hesitate 
to  send  this  surreptitiously  drawn  up  appeal  into  every  trade 
union  in  the  country  affiliated  with  the  American  Federation  of 
I^abor.  My  attention  was  eventually  drawn  to  this  circular,  and 
after  consultation  with  my  brother  officers  a  notice  was  sent  to 
the  trade  unions  warning  them  of  the  real  situation  at  Lawrence 
and  advising  them  as  to  the  source  from  whence  this  circular 
came.  This  action  on  our  part  in  cutting  off  some  of  their  rev- 
nue  again  drew  the  fire  of  calumny  from  these  I.  W.  W.  leaders 
who  were  now  reaping  a  rich  harvest  and  living  in  riotous  de- 
bauchery in  Lawrence,  while  thousands  of  people  were  in 
absolute  want  and  practically  storming  our  relief  station  for 
food,  which  was  given  out  irrespective  of  nationality  ;  hundreds 
of  these  foreigners  applied  for  relief  wearing  I.  W  W.  badges. 
We  quickly  discovered  these  poor  people*  had  not  the  slightest 
conception  of  the  difference  in  the  meaning  of  I.  W.  W.  and  U. 
T.  W.  None  were  sent  away  empty  handed.  As  a  result  of  an 
appeal  made  to  Governor  Foss,  a  Committee  from  the  Legisla- 
ture was  appointed  to  make  an  effort  to  bring  about  peace  in 
Lawrence.  This  legislative  committee  failed  to  either  come 
near  or  even  seek  the  advice  of  anyone  representing  the  trade 
union  movement  connected  with  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  but  after  a  visit  to  Lawrence  and  a  talk  with  the  I.  W. 
W.  people,  called  a  mee'ing  of  the  Lawrence  employers  in 
Boston,  insisted  that  they  meet  in  conference  with  representa- 
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tives  of  the  I.  W.  W.,  and  when  employers  flatly  refused  to  com- 
ply with  this  request,  held  the  threat  of  an  investigation  of  their 
books  over  their  heads  as  a  club  to  force  them  to  agree  to  their 
proposition.  In  the  meantime,  unknown  to  either  the  legislative 
committee,  the  I.  W.  W  's  or  the  public  wdiom  we  were  not  in  a 
position  to  take  into  our  confidence  at  that  time,  our  International 
Union  had  come  to  a  satisfactory  agreement  with  one  of  the 
largest  corporations  in  Lawrence  (not  the  American  Woolen 
Co.,  however  )  but  it  was  conceded  by  all  that  if  this  concern  with 
which  we  were  then  negotiating  should  agree  to  our  terms  the 
rest  would  quickly  fall  in  line,  which  they  did. 

Many  valuable  object  lessons  can  be  drawn  from  the  events 
that  occurred  in  lyawrence.  The  people  of  this  country  have 
awakened  to  the  conditions  surrounding  the  Textile  Industry, 
the  miserable  wages  paid  and  the  long  hours  worked  by  the  men. 
women  and  children  employed  by  this  highly  tarif-fprotected  in- 
dustry, highly  protected  they  tell  us  in  order  to  keep  up  the 
American  standard  of  wages,  God  save  the  mark  !  Many  em- 
ployers have  had  a  rapid  education  as  to  the  difference  in  deal- 
ing with  the  sane  conserative  leaders  of  the  regular  trade  union 
movement  under  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  and  the 
wild  eyed  inflammatory  demagogues  representing  the  Industrial 
Workers  of  the  World  ;  from  now  on  they  are  going  to  deal  with 
one  or  the  other. 

Another  valuable  lesson  to  be  seriously  considered  by  the 
people  of  this  country  is  the  apparently  unrestricted  immigra- 
tion of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  all  classes  of  immigrants  into 
this  country,  without  the  slightest  regard  as  to  how,  why  or 
whence  they  came,  or  where  they  are  to  go.  Far  be  it  from  me  to 
even  suggest  that  a  single  bar  sho  uld  be  raised  against  man, 
woman  or  child  whose  desire  or  ambition  is  to  come  to  this  great 
land  of  promivSe  or  opportunity,  more  particularly  those  whose 
desire  it  is  to  escape  from  the  tyranny  of  some  monarch-ridden 
country.  The  happenings  in  Lawrence,  however,  must  have 
fully  convinced  even  the  mOvSt  skeptical  that  something  must  be 
done  and  done  quickly  to  safeguard  our  American  institutions, 
and  protect  our  wage  workers  from  further  exploitations,  either 
at  the  hands  of  the  employer,  who  is  willing  to  scour  Europe  in 
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order  to  secure  cheap  labor,  or  at  the  hands  of  him,  be  he 
American  or  foreign  l)orn,  who  dares  to  tear  down  the  flag  of 
our  country  and  hoist  in  its  place  the  red  flag  of  anarchy  with 
its  motto  underneath,      No  God,  or  Master  !  " 

Let  me  say  before  closing  this  report  that  during  even  the 
most  stormy  period  in  I^awrence,  when  most  all  class  of  society 
were  misconstruing  our  motives,  either  intentional  or  otherwise, 
this  organizati  n  never  shirked  its  duty  in  its  effort  to  make  plain 
the  real  situation  in  Lawrence.  Not  a  word  has  been  spoken 
that  conveyed  even  the  thought  that  the  cause  of  the  workers 
was  not  a  just  one,  or  that  there  had  been  no  exploitation 
praci  ised  upon  them .  For  years  both  the  United  Textile  Workers 
of  America  and  the  America  Federation  of  Labor  have  been 
calling  this  fact  to  the  minds  of  the  people  of  this  country. 

In  the  Lawrence  situation,  as  in  all  the  past  history  of  our 
trade  union  movement,  we  have  performed  our  dut}^  according 
to  the  ideals  in  which  we  believe,  in  the  face  of  criticism, 
calumny  and  wilful  misrepresentation,  we  have  clung  tenaciously 
to  the  great  principles  laid  down  in  the  declaration  of  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor,  and  if  the  uprising  of  the  Textile 
Workers  of  Lawrence,  with  all  its  many  sacrifices,  is  to  hasten 
the  emancipation  of  our  people  from  long  hours,  low  wages  and 
inhuman  conditions,  the  struggle  will  have  been  worth  while. 

Delegate  Tansey  moved  that  the  report  just  read  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  President's  Report. 

Delegate  Berry  asked  that  Mrs.  Conboy  make  a  report  at 
this  time  of  the  work  done  by  the  Relief  Committee  during  the 
Lawrence  strike. 

Delegate  Hobin  asked  how  the  Relief  Committee  was  formed. 

President  Golden  gave  the  desired  information. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  asked  whether  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  persons  who  had  charge  of  the  Lawrence  relief  funds  to 
send  out  a  financial  report  of  the  monies  received  and  spent  in 
Lawrence. 

President  Golden  replied  that  the  books  had  been  audited  by 
an  expert  accountant. 

Delegate  Flemming  asked  if  that  finished  the  President's 
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report  or  whether  he  intended  to  give  a  report  of  his  general 
work  for  the  year. 

The  PrevSident  replied  that  he  had  a  report  that  he  intended 
to  make  of  the  grievances  that  he  had  attended  to  during  the  year. 

Delegate  Mulligan  asked  for  information  relative  to  the 
strike  in  Paterson. 

The  matler  was  explained  by  the  President. 

Delegate  McCusker  said  that  there  had  been  a  great  deal  of 
criticism  in  Philadelphia  against  the  President,  and  in  order 
that  the  situation  might  be  cleared  up  he  wanted  to  ask  certain 
questions. 

He  asked  the  President  if  he  went  to  the  Police  Commissioner 
of  Lawrence  and  offered  his  services  to  break  the  strike. 

Delegate  Whitehead  raised  to  a  point  of  order,  that  the 
speaker  was  not  speaking  to  the  question.  The  chair  rules  that 
inasmuch  as  we  were  discussing  the  President's  Report  on  the 
Lawrence  situation,  that  anything  pertaining  to  that  matter  was 
in  order. 

The  President  answered  the  question  by  saying  that  he  had 
not  gone  to  the  Chief  of  Police  in  Lawrence,  but  that  he  had  re- 
ceived a  telegram  from  tliat  official  while  in  Westerly,  R.  I., 
asking  him  to  go  there. 

He  had  replied  that  if  he  could  be  of  any  assistance  in 
bringing  about  a  satisfactory  settlement  he  would  willingly  go 
to  Lawrence. 

Delegate  McCusker  said  that  what  he  wanted  from  the 
President  was  a  direct  answer  yes  or  no,  and  the  President 
answered  no. 

Delegate  McCusker  said  he  was  satisfied  with  the  anvSwer. 

Delegate  Suihkoved  wanted  to  know  about  the  dynamite. 

President  replied  that  he  woukl  have  to  inquire  elswhere  as 
he  knew  nothing  about  that. 

On  a  vote  being  taken,  the  report  was  turned  over  to  the 
proper  committee. 

Delegate  Barry  moved  that  Mrs.  Conboy  give  a  report  of  the 
monies  received  and  expended  by  the  relief  station  during  the 
strike.    Motion  adopted. 

Mrs.  Conboy  gave  a  report  showing  receipts  of  $11,052.27 
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and  an  expenditure  of  $11,109.22.  The  expenditures  being 
I46.95  more  than  the  receipts.  Mrs.  Conboy  said  that  there 
might  have  been  some  monies  received  that  had  not  got  in  the 
book,  but  that  she  held  vouchers  for  the  amount  of  expenditure 
stated  in  the  report. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  be  accepted. 

Delegate  Miles  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
audit  the  account  and  report  to  the  convention. 

Delegate  Hibbert  said  that  it  had  already  cost  about  $43.00 
to  audit  this  account  and  he  saw  no  good  reason  why  the  time 
of  the  delegates  should  be  spent  in  trying  to  verify  the  report  ol 
an  expert  accountant  who  h-:d  been  paid  $10.00  per  day  for  his 
services. 

Delegate  Hobin  said  that  the  point  that  he  wanted  to  make 
was  that  our  organizers,  when  assigned  to  any  special  work,  are 
responsible  to  no  one  but  the  United  Texule  Workers  of  America, 
and  when  the  Central  I^abor  Union  of  Lawrence  or  any  other 
place  takes  it  upon  themselves  to  belittle  the  character  of  the 
persons  who  are  working  for  us,  then  we  reserve  the  right  to 
protect  our  servants  so  long  as  we  believe  them  to  be  right. 

Delegate  Flemming  said  that  it  was  the  duty  of  this  organi- 
zation to  endorse  Mrs.  Conboy's  every  action  in  the  relief  work  at 
Lawrence,  and  the  Central  Labor  Union  of  Lawrence,  instead  of 
trying  to  find  fault  with  her,  ought  to  be  praising  her. 

Delegate  Hobin  asked  if  Mr.  Menzie  the  treasurer  of  the  re- 
lief fund  at  Lawrence  kept  a  book,  and  the  answer  was  no. 

Delegate  Hall  spoke  in  favor  of  accepting  the  report. 

On  a  vole  being  taken,  the  amendment  to  appoint  an  audit- 
ing committee  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Relief  station  was 
lost. 

On  a  vote  being  taken  on  the  original  motion  it  was  adopted. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Newspaper  Writers'  Union  thanked  the 
delegates  for  their  action  in  debarring  the  non-union  writers 
from  the  convention,  for  the  reason  that  actions  of  that  kind  will 
do  more  to  make  these  fellows  join  the  union  than  all  the  argu- 
ment that  they  themselves  could  make. 

Meeting  adjourned. 
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Thursday  Morning,  October  24,  1912. 

Convention  called  to  order  at  9  a.  m. 
Delegate  Morin  was  the  only  abvSentee. 

The  Label  Commiitee  submitted  as  their  report  a  resolution 
that  had  been  offered  by  Delegate  Miles.  The  committee  re- 
commend its  adoption. 

W/iereas,  The  creation  of  the  demand  for  our  union  label 
is  of  the  most  vital  importance  to  the  progress  of  our  organization 
and  opens  up  possibilities  of  co  operation  highly  advantageous 
to  both.    Therefore  be  it 

''Resolved,  That  the  President  be  instructed  to  interview  all 
Textile  Manufacturers  using  our  label,  for  the  purpose  of  for- 
mulating the  best  plans  for  a  systematic  development  of  the 
market  for  goods  bearing  our  Union  Label." 

Delegate  O'Donnell  moved  that  the  report  and  recommenda- 
tion of  the  committee  be  adopted.    Motion  adopted. 

Grievance  Committee  reported  through  its  chairman,  Dele- 
gate O'Donnell,  the  following  grievances  that  had  been  investi- 
gated by  the  Committee  together  with  their  recommendations. 

The  grievance  of  the  Dyers'  Union  of  Philadelphia  agaiUvSt 
the  Kedwood  Dye  Works  for  doing  the  work  of  the  Ontario  Dye 
Works,  where  a  strike  of  our  members  exists.  The  request  of 
the  union  was  that  the  Kedwood  be  placed  on  the  unfair  list. 
The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  that  the  matter  be 
referred  to  the  incoming  Executive  Council,  and  on  motion  the 
report  and  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  accepted. 

The  grievance  existing  between  the  Folders'  Union  of  North 
Dighton,  Mass.,  and  one  of  their  former  members,  was  reported 
upon.  The  man  in  question  claimed  that  he  had  been  declared 
a  non-union  man  by  the  members  of  the  union  without  having  a 
fair  trial. 

On  the  other  hand  the  union  presented  their  case  through 
correspondence,  which  alleged  that  the  member  had  made  a 
charge  against  a  brother  member  which  he  could  not  prove,  and 
after  giving  him  an  opportunity  to  apologize  to  the  union  for 
conduct  unbecoming  a  member,  while  the  hearing  was  on,  and 
to  the  man  against  whom  the  charge  was  made,  both  of  which 


71 

at  the  time  he  refused  to  do,  the  union  then  took  steps  to  declare 
him  not  a  union  man.  In  this  shop  where  these  men  work  that  is 
equivalent  to  a  discharge  as  it  is  a  closed  shop.  After  the  man 
got  through  he  saw  President  Golden  and  told  him  what  he  in- 
tended to  do  in  the  matter.  The  president  promised  to  bring  the 
matter  to  the  attention  of  the  committe,  which  he  did.  The 
committee  went  into  the  matter  and  recommend  that  the  General 
Secretary  write  the  man  and  advice  him  to  accede  to  the  wishes 
of  the  union. 

On  motion  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 
The  grievances  at  Cohoes,  one  at  the  Wright  Health  Underwear, 
the  Himes  Underwear  Co.,  and  the  Roff  Brothers,  were  con- 
sidered, and  they  recommend  that  they  be  referred  to  the  incom- 
ing Executive  Council. 

On  motion  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  adopt- 
ed. 

The  Grievance  Committee  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion from  Rifton,  N.  Y.,  without  any  comment. 

W/iereas,  The  firm  ] .  W.  Dimick  Carpet  Company  of 
Rifton,  N.  Y.,  still  maintains  its  attitude  of  determination  to 
crush  organized  labor,  and 

"  Whereas,  The  methods  of  this  firm,  in  order  to  accomplish 
its  purpose,  is  and  has  been  throughout  of  the  most  despicable 
character,  even  going  so  far  as  to  send  letters  to  other  employers 
in  their  efforts  to  have  members  of  our  union  discharged  on  account 
of  their  membership  in  our  union,  and  after  inducing  a  number 
of  these  men  to  build  homes  and  advancing  them  the  money  with 
the  fairest  of  promises,  now  demand  that  they  either  go  in  and 
scab  or  the  firm  will  foreclose  the  mortgage  and  take  the  home, 
and 

"  Whereas,  This  firm  has  stooped  to  use  such  methods,  and 
have  from  the  very  start  up  to  the  present  time  refused  to  treat 
with  the  men  or  the  officers  of  the  International  Union,  and 

Whereas,  The  convention  one  year  ago  passed  resolutions 
condemning  the  attitude  of  this  firm,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  endorse  the  action  taken  by 
the  convention  of  last  year,  and  again  go  on  record  as  opposing 
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the  unfair  and  inhumane  practices  of  the  men  conducting  the 
business  of  this  firm.    And  be  it  further 

''Resolved,  That  this  co  nvention  goes  on  record  as  condemn- 
ing the  action  of  this  firm  and  give  the  National  Officers  full 
authority  to  show  to  the  public  the  stand  that  the  J.  W.  Dimick 
Company  has  assumed  in  relation  to  men,  some  of  whom  had 
been  in  its  employ  for  twenty  years  on  more." 

Submitted  by 

GEORGE  VAN  VLIET, 
On  behalf  of  the  members  of  Carpet  Workers'  Union 

No.  502  of  Rifton,  N.  Y. 

On  motion  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Delegate  Booth  for  the  Auditors  submitted  the  following 
report. 


Auditors'  Report. 

For  thk  Ykar  Ending  September  30,  1912. 


RECEIPTS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Total  Receipts  from  15c  per  capita   $9,384.28 

Balance  September  30,  1911   710.20 

Total  receipts  from  this  tax   $10,094.48 

Total  receipts  from  the  20c  per  capita   $18,391.60 

Balance  September  30,  191 2   6,379.97 

*24,77i-57 

misceei.anp:oUvS  Recp:ipts 

From  A.  F.  of  L.   $750.00 

Eoan   500.00 

Donations  for  Organizing  work   11 2.00 

Eoomfixers  and  Warpers  of  Paterson,  part  payment 

of  Mrs,  Conboy's  expeUvSes   252.09 
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Subscriptions  to  Textile  Journal   38.10 

Advertisement"      "         "    90.00 

John  Coyne  .   5.00 

Fall  River  Firemen's  Union,  i  book   75 

Charter  fees   232.50 

Dues,  from  members  at  large   39.10 

Textile  labels   441.60 

Buttons   165.85 

Due  stamps   144.80 

Supplies   163.60 

Initiation  fees   1,163.00 


$4,098.39 

Making  a  total  income  including  balance   $38,964.44 

Total  expenditures  during  the  year   375503.87 

Which  leaves  a  balance   1,460.57 

Deposited  in  Banks   1,300.02 

lycaving  a  balance  in  Treasurer's  hands  of   160.55 


WM.  H.  BOOTH, 
DANIEL  O'BRIEN, 
THOMAS  MORGAN. 

Auditors. 

Delegate  Mullarkey  moved  the  acceptance  of  the  report,  and 
the  same  was  accepted. 

The  call  for  the  Convention  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  to  be  held  at  Rochester. 


CONVENTION  CALL! 

Labor  Omnia  Vincit. 

American  Federation  of  Labor 

Headquarters,  801-809  G  Street,  N.  W. 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Skptkmber  10,  1912. 
To  AivL  Affii^iatkd  Unions,  Grkkting  : — 

You  are  hereby  notified  that,  in  pursuance  to  the  Constitu- 
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tion  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  the  Thirty-second 
Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Federation  of  I^abor  will  be 
held  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  in  Convention  Hall,  beginning  ten 
o'clock  Monday  morning,  November  ii,  1912,  and  will  continue 
in  session  from  day  to  day  until  the  business  of  the  Convention 
has  been  completed. 

RKPRESKNTATION 

Representation  in  the  Convention  will  be  on  the  following 
basis  :  From  National  and  International  Unions,  for  less  than 
4,000  members,  one  delegate  ;  4,000  or  more,  two  delegates ; 
8,000  or  more,  three  delegates  ;  16,000  or  more,  four  delegates  ; 
32,000  or  more,  five  delegates  ;  64,000  or  more,  six  delegates  ; 
128,000  or  more,  seven  delegates,  and  so  on  ;  and  from  Central 
Bodies  and  State  Federations,  and  from  local  trade  unions  not 
having  a  National  or  International  Union,  and  from  Federal 
lyabor  Unions,  one  delegate. 

Organizations  to  be  entitled  to  representation  must  have 
obtained  a  certificate  of  affiliation  (charter)  at  least  one  month 
prior  to  the  Convention  ;  and  no  person  will  be  recognized  as  a 
delegcte  who  is  not  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  organiza- 
tion he  is  elected  to  represent. 

Only  bona  fide  wage:  workers,  who  ark  not  members 

OF,  OR  EEIGIBIvE  TO  MEMBERSHIP  IN  OTHER  TRADE  UNIONS, 
ARE  ELIGIBLE  AS  DELEGATES  FROM  FEDERAL  lyABOR  UNIONS. 

Delegates  must  be  selected  at  least  two  weeks  previous  to 
the  Convention  and  their  names  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  American  Federation  of  lyabor  immediately  after  their  election . 

Delegates  are  not  entitled  to  seats  in  the  Convention  unless 
the  tax  of  their  organizations  has  been  paid  in  full  to  September 
30,  1912. 

It  is,  of  course,  entirely  unnecessary  here  to  enumerate  the 
imminent  important  subjects  with  which  our  forthcoming  Con- 
vention will  concern  itself,  but  the  reminder  is  not  at  all  amiss 
that  every  effort  must  be  made  to  broaden  the  field  and  means 
for  the  organization  of  the  yet  unorganized  workers,  to  strive 
more  effectually  than  ever  to  bring  about  a  better  day  in  the  lives, 
and  homes  of  the  toilers,  to  defend  and  maintain  by  every  hon- 
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orable  means  in  our  power  the  right  to  organize  for  our  common 
defense  and  advancement,  and  to  assert  at  any  risk  the  freedom 
of  speech  and  of  the  press  and  the  equal  rights  before  the  law 
of  every  worker  with  every  other  citizen.  These  and  other  great 
questions  of  equal  importance  will,  of  necessity,  occupy  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Rochester  Convention. 

Therefore  the  importance  of  our  organization  and  our  move- 
ment, the  duty  of  the  hour  and  for  the  future,  demand  that  every 
organization  entitled  to  representation  shall  .send  its  full  quota  of 
delegates  to  the  Rochester  Convention,  November  ii,  19 12. 

Do  not  allow  favoritism  to  influence  you  in  selecting  your 
delegates.    Be  fully  represented. 

Be  represented  by  your  ablest,  best,  most  experienced  and 
faithful  members. 

cre:dkntiai,s 

Credentials  in  duplicate  are  forwarded  to  all  affiliated  unions. 
The  ORiGiNAiv  CRKDKNTiAi^s  must  be  given  to  the  delegate-elect 
and  the  duplicate  forwarded  to  the  American  Federation 
OF  lyABOR  office,  801-809  G  Street,  Northwest,  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  will  meet  at  the  headquarters 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  six  days  previous  to  the 
opening  of  the  Convention,  and  will  report  immediately  upon  the 
opening  thereof  at  Rochester ;  hence  secretaries  will  observe  the 
necessity  cf  mailing  the  duplicate  credentials  of  their  respective 
delegates  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  to  Washington,  D.  C. 

GRIEVANCES 

Under  the  law  no  grievance  can  be  considered  by  the  Con- 
vention, except  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil, nor  will  any  grievance  be  considered  where  the  parties  there- 
to have  not  previously  held  conference  and  attempted  to  adjust 
the  same  themselves. 

SAMUEIv  GOMPKRS,  President,  . 
FRANK  MORRISON,  Secretary, 
JAMES  DUNCAN,  First  Vice-President, 
JOHN  MITCHELL,  Second  Vice-President, 
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JAMES  O'CONNBLIv,  Third  Vice-President, 
D.  A.  HAYES,  Fourth  Vice-President, 
WM.  D.  HUBER,  Fifth  Vice-President, 
JOS.  F.  VALENTINE,  Sixth  Vice-President, 
JOHN  R.  AEPINE,  Seventh  Vice-President, 
H.  B.  PERHAM,  Eighth  Vice-President, 
JOHN  B.  LENNON,  Treasurer. 

Executive  Council, 
American  Federatio7i  of  Labor. 
On  motion  the  matter  was  referred  to  new  business. 
The  Executive  Council  submitted  the  following  report. 
FeIvIvOW  DklKGATKS  :  — 

During  the  year  the  Executive  Board  have  held  three  meet- 
ings, and  the  Emergency  Committee  27  meetings.  There  has 
been  a  very  large  number  of  grievances  and  strikes,  some  of  them 
of  a  very  serious  character,  and  for  the  support  of  which  it  has 
cost  our  organization  large  sums  of  money. 

The  Executive  Council  after  giving  consideration  to  the 
matter  have  reached  the  conclusion  that  the  course  pursued  last 
year  was  a  wise  one,  and  they  have  decided  to  turn  over  to  the 
committee  on  Executive  Councils  Report  all  the  business  trans- 
acted by  the  Executive  Board  during  the  year,  coupled  with  the 
following  recommendations. 

As  there  are  two  strikes  in  existence  at  Rifton,  N.  Y.,  and 
Passaic,  N.  J.,  the  Executive  Council  recommend  that  the  sup- 
port be  continued  in  both  these  cases. 

(Signed) 

THOMAS  J.  REAGAN, 
JAMES  TANSEY, 
JOHN  HOBIN, 
JAMES  STARR, 
URBAN  FLEMMING, 
THOMAS  O'DONNEEE, 
THOMAS  MORGAN, 
TOBIAS  HAEE, 
W.  W.  BOOTH, 
GEORGE  VAN  VEIET, 

Executive  Council. 
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On  motion  the  report  was  turned  over  to  the  committee 
having  that  matter  in  charge. 

Delegate  Hall  moved  that  we  take  no  action  on  any  report 
until  all  the  delegates  are  in  the  conven  tion. 

Motion  lost  by  a  vote  of  43  to  10. 

A  telegram  was  read  which  had  been  received  from  the 
Joint  Committee  of  the  State  Federation  of  Rhode  Island. 

On  motion  the  telegram  was  accepted  and  made  a  part  of 
the  records. 

Providknce,  R.  I.,  October  23,  1912. 

Mr.  John  Goi^dkn, 

President  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  and  Dele- 
gates to  the  Convention, 
724  Washington  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Grkkting:  The  Joint  Committee  of  Labor,  under  the  State 
Federation,  A.  F.  of  L.,  in  charge  of  the  labor  campaign  now  in 
progress  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  sends  its  greetings  and 
trusts  that  your  deliberations  may  be  of  vast  benefit  to  your 
members.  We  desire  also  to  extend  to  President  Golden  an  in- 
vitation to  assist  the  campaign  of  labor  during  the  coming  week, 
and  to  speak  at  a  mass  meeting  in  Fay's  Hall  on  the  evening  of 
November  4th.  We  believe  this  campaign  will  be  of  vast  benefit 
to  conditions  in  your  industry.  This  work  is  absolutely  non- 
partisan and  in  support  of  labor's  friends  and  against  it  enemies. 
Trusting  that  the  Convention  and  President  Golden  can  assist 
us  in  this  work,  we  are, 

Fraternally  yours, 

LABOR  CAMPAIGN  COMMITTEE. 
O.  Iv.  Prkbi^k,  Chairman, 
P.  O.  C0NNE1.1.,  Secretary. 

The  Committee  on  Law  repotted  an  amendment  to  Rule 
XX  by  striking  out  the  words,  '  Providing  such  course  is  deemed 
expedient,'  so  that  the  rule  will  read  : 

' '  That  when  a  strike  is  ordered  by  the  General  Executive 
Board  it  shall  include  all  the  operatives  employed  in  the  mill  or 
corporation  where  such  strike  is  ordered." 
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Committee  recommended  non-concurrence  with  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  committee's  recommendation  wavS  adopted  and  the 
amendment  was  not  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions  reported  a  resolution  offered 
by  Delegates  Christenson  and  Hinkle  as  follows  : 

"  Whereas,  The  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  issues 
a  monthly  Journal  for  the  purpose  of  informing  its  people  in 
their  respective  districts  of  the  conditions  existing  in  the  various 
parts  of  the  country  where  textile  work  is  carried  on,  and 

"  Whereas,  Communications  are  at  various  times  received 
from  local  unions  requesting  donations  from  people  on  strike, 
be  it 

' '  Resolved,  That  the  General  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America  or  the  Editor  of  the  Journal 
have  inserted  in  each  and  every  issue  of  the  Journal  a  list  of  all 
unions  on  strike,  number  of  its  members  on  strike,  number  of 
members  in  the  union,  the  name  and  location  of  the  union, 
number  of  people  outside  of  the  organization  when  the  strike 
started,  and  was  it  endorsed  by  the  United  Textile  Workers  of 
America." 

Committee  recommend  its  adoption.  On  motion  the  same 
was  adopted. 

The  following  was  recommended  by  the  Committee  on  Ex- 
ecutive Council's  report : 

' '  That  the  Executive  Board  be  instructed  to  establish  District 
Councils  within  such  territory  as  shall  in  their  opinion  best  serve 
the  interCvSts  of  this  organization,  and  that  all  textile  locals  in 
such  districts  be  urged  to  affiliate  with  their  district  councils  to 
the  end  that  their  co-operation  may  be  obtained  in  organizing 
and  securing  more  uniform  conditions  in  their  districts. 

All  such  district  councils  shall  be  governed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  this  International  Organization  and  such  other  rules  that 
the  Central  Executive  Board  may  adopt. 

On  motion  the  same  was  adopted. 

The  following  Resolution  was  submitted  by  Delegate  Fierlit 
of  Eudlow,  Mass. 
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"  Whereas,  A  very  large  number  of  Textile  Workers  in  this 
organization  are  of  Polish  nationality,  and  many  thousands  of 
others  are  employed  in  Textile  trades  and  could  be  brought  into 
membership  if  a  clear  conception  of  the  labor  movement  could 
reach  them.    Therefore  be  it 

''Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Board  of  this  Organization 
be  instructed  to  establish  a  Polish  section  in  our  Trade  Journal." 

Committee  recommend  its  adoption.  On  motion  the  same 
was  adopted. 

Resolution  offered  by  Delegate  Minszewski : 

''Be  It  Resolved,  That  the  Headquarters  of  the  United  Tex- 
tile Workers  be  removed  from  Fall  River  to  Boston." 

Committee  recommend  that  the  resolution  be  non-con- 
curred in. 

Recommendation  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Delegate  Hall  moved  that  if  any  important  business  should 
come  before  the  convention,  that  the  committees  who  were  out 
should  be  notified. 

Motion  adopted. 

Delegate  Tansey  for  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  read  to 
the  convention  a  resolution  bearing  on  the  Lawrence  trouble  of 
last  winter. 

Delegate  Whitehead  of  New  Bedford  moved  that  the  reso- 
lution be  accepted. 

President  Golden  spoke  at  length  on  the  matter  advocating 
the  adoption  of  the  same. 

Delegate  Whitehead  of  Philadelphia  opposed  the  motion  to 
accept  the  resolution,  giving  as  his  reason  that  there  were  cer- 
tain parts  of  the  resolution  that  he  could  not  stand  for,  and  he 
believed  the  delegates  ought  to  vote  against  the  motion. 

Delegate  Conboy  said,  in  speaking  of  the  Lawrence  situa- 
tion, the  last  speaker  had  made  several  statements  which  she 
wished  to  reply  to.  She  explained  the  conditions  as  they  were 
in  Lawrence  during  the  strike,  from  her  own  personal  experience 
there,  and  she  was  opposed  to  any  change  in  the  wording  of  the 
resolution. 

Delegate  Hanley  said  that  he  w^as  in  favor  of  striking  out 
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some  parts  of  the  resolution,  and  if  the  resohition  was  passed  as 
it  was  now  drawn  his  union  w^ould  go  over  to  the  I.  W.  W. 

Secretary  Hibbert  said  that  it  appeared  to  him  that  some 
persons  were  trying  to  stampede  the  convention  in  favor  of  cer- 
tain interests  who  had  never  hesitated  to  assassinate  the  charac- 
ter of  the  officers  of  this  organization  whenever  they  had  an 
opportunity.  He  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  wording  of  the 
resolution  was  only  a  recital  of  facts,  and  if  we  were  to  discuss 
the  matter  from  now  until  doomsday  we  could  not  alter  them. 

Delegate  Hogan  took  exceptions  to  that  part  of  the  resolu- 
lution  where  it  referred  to  over-capitalization  and  he  wanted  to 
say  that  there  were  mills  that  he  had  in  mind  that  were  under- 
capitalized, but  he  was  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 

Delegate  Powers  said  that  he  questioned  the  statement  that 
two  out  of  every  three  were  in  sympathy  with  the  I.  W.  W. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  said  that  he  did  not  see  the  reason  why 
we  should  change  a  word  after  what  had  been  said  upon  the 
situation  in  lyawrence. 

Delegate  Reagan  said  that  he  wanted  to  offset  something 
that  had  been  said  in  regard  to  the  local  he  represented.  He 
believed  that  the  sentiment  in  I^owell  was  in  favor  of  our  kind  of 
organization. 

Delegate  Mulligan  said  the  I.  W.  W.  had  done  one  thing, 
they  had  shown  there  was  one  black  spot  in  the  Textile  Industry 
and  it  wanted  cleaning  up. 

Delegate  Johnson  said  that  the  resolution  had  certainly 
brought  out  a  fine  discussion.  In  regard  to  watered  stock,  he 
was  of  the  opinion  that  there  was  very  little  of  that  kind  of  stock 
in  New  Bedford. 

Delegate  Flemming  moved  that  the  resolution  be  referred 
back  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions.    Motion  adopted. 

Delegate  Van  Vliet  reporting  for  the  Legislative  Committee 
submitted  the  following  Resolution  : 

Whereas,  The  state  of  New  York  has  a  54-  hour  law  for 
Women  and  Minors,  and 

"  Whereas,  This  organization  has  in  the  past  gone  on  record 
in  favor  of  vshorter  hours  for  Women  and  Minors.    Therefore  be  it 

'^Resolved,  That  this  convention  go  on  record  in  favor  of 
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a  strong  agitation  for  the  reduction  in  the  hours  of  labor  to  at 
least  54-hours  per  week,  to  the  end  that  the  hours  of  labor  in  all 
Textile  States  may  be  made  uniform." 

The  committee  recommends  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 
and  that  a  strong  effort  be  made  to  secure  the  desired  results. 

This  resolution  has  the  unanimous  endorsement  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  LegivSlation. 

Signed, 

EDWARD  McINERNEY,  Chairman, 

J.  KENYON. 

FRIEND  HALIvAS, 

J.  HARRINGTON, 

FRANCIS  KNAPTON, 

J.  H.  SAVARD, 

GEORGE  VAN  VLIET, 

Secretary  of  Committee. 


Resolutions  and  the  suggestions  of  the  committee  were 
adopted. 

Committe  on  Organization  reported  on  the  resolution  calling 
for  an  organizer  to  be  sent  to  lyawrence,  and  they  recommended 
that  that  matter  be  referred  to  the  Incoming  Executive  Board. 
On  motion  the  recommendation  was  adopted. 

The  Reports  of  Organizers  Reagan,  Minszewski,  Powers 
and  Miles  were  adopted. 

The  committee  on  organ^'zation  reported  resolutions  bearing 
on  organization  as  follows. 

'^Whereas,  There  are  employed  in  the  City  of  Manchester, 
N.  H.  over  17,000  Textile  Workers,  and  of  this  number  less  than 
150  are  organized,  and 

Whereas,  At  a  meeting  of  Union  No.  791  a  resolution  was 
passed  instructing  their  delegate  to  this  convention  to  use  her 
best  efforts  to  the  end  that  the  attention  of  the  United  Textile 
Workers  of  America  be  called  to  the  unorganized  condition  of 
the  Textile  Workers  of  Manchester.    Therefore  be  it 

Resolved^  That  organizers  be  sent  into  the  City  of  Manches- 
ter at  the  earliest  possible  date,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  a 
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campaign  of  organization  among  the  Textile  Workers  of  that 
place. 

Committee  recommend  that  this  resolution  be  referred  to  the 
incoming  Executive  Council,  and  it  was  so  ordered. 

"  Whereas^  The  past  twelve  years  of  existence  of  the  U.  T. 
W.  of  A.  has  been  devoted  to  efforts  to  organize  the  Textile 
Workers  of  America  into  craft  organizations  united  in  the  United 
Textile  Workers  of  America,  and 

"  IV/iereas,  The  fact  that  numerically  and  financially  we  are 
in  little  better  condition  than  when  first  instituted  would  indicate 
that  our  progress  has  been  far  from  satisfactory,  and 

"  Whereas^  Our  lack  of  progress  has  been  in  large  measure  ^ 
due  not  to  the  difficulty  of  organizing  new  unions  but  in  not  re- 
taining them  after  they  have  been  instituted.  It  is  our  opinion 
that  the  International  craft  union  can  not  only  more  successfully 
organize  local  unions  of  their  own  craft,  but  more  easily  retain 
them  after  they  have  been  instituted.    Therefore  be  it 

^'Resolved,  That  this  organization  recognize  International 
craft  unions,  that  said  unions  have  jurisdiction  over  all  grievances 
of  their  craft,  and  shall  be  charged  with  the  organization  of  local 
unions  of  said  craft,  for  these  reasons.  International  craft  unions 
may  afhliate  with  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  by  the 
payment  of  15c  per  member  per  quarter." 

Resolution  offered  by  Delegates  Christianson  and  Hinkle  of 
Philadelphia. 

' '  Whereas^  The  state  of  Pennsylvania  has  a  very  large  num- 
ber of  Hosiery  and  Kuitting  Mills,  and 

'  ■  Whereas,  Of  all  those  mills  the  only  ones  that  are  organ- 
ized are  those  of  Philadelphia,  with  probably  one  or  two  outside 
of  that  city,  and 

''Whereas,  Hosiery  Workers'  Union  No.  696  has  secured 
information  from  people  who  have  worked  up  through  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  that  the  wages  paid  are  far  below  what  is  paid 
those  of  Philadelphia,  thus  making  them  an  obstacle  of  progress 
to  the  Hosiery  Workers  of  Philadelphia.    Therefore  be  it 

''Resolved,  That  the  delegates  present  at  this  convention  re- 
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presenting  Hosiery  Workers'  Unions  formulate  some  plan  by 
which  a  State  organizing  campaign  of  organizing  can  be  put  in- 
to effect  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the  Hosiery  Workers  of 
Pennsylvania." 

Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  with 
the  suggestion  that  the  General  Secretary  send  to  the  officers  of 
Local  Union  No.  696  the  names  of  the  unions  of  Hosiery  Workers 
throughout  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Resolution  and  suggestion  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Resolution  offered  by  Delegate  Ludwig  of  Pompton  Lakes, 
N.J. 

"  Whereas,  There  is  in  the  City  of  Paterson,  N.  J.  an  organ- 
ization known  as  the  Card  Cutters,  and 

U^kereas,  This  organization  is  not  a  part  of  the  legitimate 
Trade  Union  movement.    Therefore  be  it 

'^Resolved,  That  every  effort  be  made  to  have  this  organiza- 
tion affiliate  with  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  as  un- 
der the  present  conditions  they  are  a  menace  to  the  Union  Label 
craft." 

Committee  reccommend  that  this  resolution  be  referred  to  the 
incoming  Executive  Council  with  instructions  to  carry  out  the 
same  if  possible. 

Resolution  offered  by  Delegates  Morgan,  Wilson,  Starr  and 
Ratcliffe  representing  the  Silk  Workers  of  Paterson. 

"  Whereas,  The  Silk  Workers  of  Paterson,  N.  J.,  are  making 
a  supreme  effort  to  organize  the  unorganized  Textile  Workers 
of  Pennsylvania,  and 

Whereas,  The  Textile  Workers  in  Penns3dvania,  on  ac- 
count of  the  low  wages  and  the  long  hours  worked,  are  a  menace 
to  organized  labor,  and 

"  Whereas,  The  splendid  work  of  Organizer  Conboy  in  the 
Pennsylvania  district  has  given  our  organization  1,100  mem- 
bers in  three  months  time,  therefore  be  it 

''Resolved,  That  Organizer  Conboy  be  sent  at  the  close  of 
this  convention  to  continue  the  work  in  the  Pennsylvania  field." 

The  committee  reported  another  resolution  offered  by  Dele- 
gate McNamarra  of  Scranton  Pa.  bearing  on  the  same  subject. 
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' '  Whereas^  The  unorganized  workers  of  Pennsylvania  are 
sadly  in  need  of  organization,  and 

' '  Whereas^  The  workers  in  the  textile  industry  in  Pennsyl- 
vania have  faith  and  confidence  in  the  organizer  who  has  been 
wath  them  for  a  short  time,  therefore  be  it 

'^Resolved,  That  Mrs.  Conboy  be  sent  back  into  Pennsyl- 
vania at  the  close  of  this  convention." 

Committee  recommend  that  these  two  resolutions  be  referred 
to  the  incoming  Executive  Council  with  instructions  to  carry 
them  out  if  possible. 

On  a  vote  being  taken  the  recommendations  were  adopted. 

Resolution  offered  by  Delegate  Brantley  of  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

"  Whereas,  The  Textile  Workers  of  the  Southern  States  are 
both  underpaid  and  overworked,  and 

"  Whereas,  On  account  of  the  unorganized  condition,  many 
of  the  workers  are  being  exploited,  therefore  be  it 

'^Resolved,  That  an  organizer  be  sent  into  the  Southern 
States  as  soon  as  possible. 

Committee  recommend  reference  to  the  incoming  Executive 
Council. 

Recommendation  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 
Resolution  offered  by  Delegates  Flemming  and  Ross. 

^'Whereas,  Our  Organizer,  Charles  A.  Miles,  while  trying 
to  organize  the  Textile  Workers  of  Thompsonville,  was  dastardly 
assaulted  by  hired  thugs,  and 

' '  Whereas,  We  believe  it  necessary  to  establish  our  right  to 
peacefully  prosecute  our  work  of  organizing  the  Textile  Workers, 
be  it 

''Resolved,  That  Brother  Miles  proceed  at  his  earliest  con- 
venience in  company  with  Brother  Minszewski  to  Thompsonville, 
to  the  end  that  the  operatives  at  Thompsonville  may  be  organized, 
and  that  the  incoming  Executive  Council  be  instructed  to  prose- 
cute with  vigor,  and  regardless  of  cost,  those  persons  responsible 
for  the  outrages  committed  on  Brother  Miles,  and.  Be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  ask  the  A  F.  of  E.  to  also  assist  by  the 
presence  of  two  organizers  in  Thompsonville." 
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Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  this  resolution. 

Delegate  Taylor  moved  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

President  Golden  said  that  he  considered  this  matter  to  be 
of  sufficient  importance  to  have  every  delegate  in  the  hall  while 
this  matter  is  being  discussed. 

Delegate  Ross  said  that  he  did  not  so  consider  it,  as  all  the 
resolution  provided  for  was  the  taking  care  of  the  affair  at 
Thompsonville,  and  in  his  opinion  there  was  no  divided  opinion 
on  the  matter. 

Delegate  Whitehead  of  Philadelphia  said  that  he  thought 
we  ought  to  have  more  information  on  the  matter  for  the  guid- 
ance of  members  who  have  never  been  up  against  such  a  situation. 

Delegate  Ross  moved  that  the  discussion  be  laid  over  pend- 
ing a  later  report  from  the  committee. 

Motion  adopted. 

Delegate  Tansey  for  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  reported 
again  the  resolution  pertaining  to  the  lyawrence  situation,  with 
some  slight  change. 

Whereas^  There  has  existed  in  lyawrence,  Mass.,  as  w^ell 
as  in  other  textile  centres  of  this  country,  a  condition  of  labor 
unrest  which  has  attracted  world-wide  attention,  and 

"  Whereas,  This  unrest  is  directly  traceable  to  the  fact  that 
the  mill  interests  have  taken  unwise  and  unfair  advantage  of  the 
privileges  they  have  fostered  and  enjoyed  under  a  high  protective 
tariff  upon  their  product  while  they  have  encouraged  and  fostered 
free  trade  in  cheap  labor  from  Southern  Europe,  and 

"  Whereas,  The  mill  interests,  while  promoting  a  protective 
tariff  on  manufactured  products,  which  has  operated  largely  to 
their  advantage,  either  in  large  dividends  upon  inflated  values 
in  the  form  of  watered  stock,  or  in  abnormal  addition  of  plants 
built  out  of  surplus  earnings,  or  in  the  accumulation  of  tremendous 
surpluses,  while  these  same  interests  have  encouraged  and  assist- 
ed in  keeping  the  American  labor  in  a  condition  of  starvation 
wages  through  the  free  and  unrestricted  importations  of  Kuorpean 
labor  of  the  lowest  social  and  economic  standard  entirely  out  of 
harmony  with  American  ideals,  and 

Whereas,  The  mill  interests  have  by  unlawful  and  unfair 
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methods  imposed  a  standard  of  wages  and  created  a  condition  of 
social  environment  which  has  prevented  the  organization  of  their 
employees  into  the  legitimate  unions  of  their  craft,  thereby  making 
them  the  logical  and  easy  victims  of  a  certain  type  of  so-called 
leaders  who  outbid  each  other  in  the  contest  for  popularity  until 
the  position  of  irresponsible  leadership  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  one 
who  can  indulge  in  the  most  violent,  vituperative  and  extrava- 
gant language,  and 

' '  Whereas,  This  centres  public  attention  upon  the  economic 
and  social  degradation  of  the  mill  workers.  The  magnitude  of 
the  movement  and  the  large  numbers  involved  and  a  condition 
of  hopeless  management  and  their  utter  lack  of  discipline  makes 
it  impossible  for  them  to  secure  any  material  permanent  benefit 
of  their  condition,  and 

Whereas,  Adventurers  of  the  type  of  self-constituted  leaders 
of  the  I.  W.  W.  lack  the  essential  qualities  to  remedy  the  real 
and  substantial  grievances  which  cry  out  for  redress,  and  the 
masses  may,  for  the  moment  forget  their  real  grievances  while 
their  ears  are  tingling  with  irradical  and  inflammatory  language 
of  bombastic  leaders.    Therefore  be  it 

'  'Resolved.  We  believe  that  the  present  trial  of  the  irrespon- 
sible leaders  of  the  Lawrence  strike  now  going  on  at  Salem  is 
the  direct  result  of  the  misdeeds  of  the  employers,  and  we  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  conviction  of  these  men,  because  of 
any  indirect  connection  with  the  crime  as  charged,  is  a  serious 
menace  to  the  legitimate  and  recognized  trade  unions,  and  be  it 
further 

^'Resolved.  We  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  thfe  indictment 
of  men  in  this  case  might  easily  be  duplicated  in  other  instances 
where  labor  troubles  occur,  and  even  if  no  conviction  results 
large  expense  and  endle.ss  trouble  is  involved.    And  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  representatives  of  legitimate  union 
of  the  Textile  industry,  call  upon  our  fellow  workers  to  enroll 
themselves  as  members,  for  the  purpose  of  securing,  not  tempor- 
ary but  permanent  relief  from  low  wages  and  the  burdensome 
conditions  of  labor,  under  sane  leadership  which  seeks  to  build 
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up  the  material  and  social  condition  of  the  workers  through  trade 
agreements  in  preference  to  the  wasteful,  disheartening  and  de- 
moralizing failures  peculiar  to  that  form  of  organization  which 
afflicted  I^awrence  during  last  winter. 

Thursday  Afternoon. 

Convention  called  to  order  at  2  p.  m. 

Roll  call  showed  delegate  Morin  to  be  the  only  absentee. 

Delegate  Tansey  moved  that  Mr.  White  of  Dover,  N.  H.,  a 
former  member  of  the  Executive  Board  of  their  organization  be 
given  a  seat  in  the  convention.    Motion  adopted. 

Delegate  Whitehead  of  Philadelphia  reported  for  the  com- 
mittee on  Executive  Council's  report  as  follows. 

Before  making  the  report  proper  he  said  that  it  was  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Committee  that  the  President  should  make  a  concise 
report  for  the  Executive  Council  and  submit  the  same  as  early 
as  possible  at  the  next  convention. 

That  part  of  the  Executive  Council's  report  referring  to  the 
Rifton  Strike  had  been  turned  over  to  the  Grievance  Committee. 

On  the  part  of  the  report  relative  to  borrowing  money,  the 
committee  were  of  the  opinion  that  there  ought  to  be  a  rule  in 
the  constitution  governing  the  matter. 

Delegate  Hanley  moved,  and  Delegate  Berry  seconded  that 
the  committee's  report  be  accepted. 

Delegate  Tansey  explained  that  the  Emergency  Committee 
had  no  power  to  borrow  money  for  any  purpose. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  said  he  was  present  at  the  time  steps 
were  taken  to  secure  the  loan,  and  that  it  was  absolutel}'  neces- 
sary at  the  time. 

Delegate  Hanley  said  that  he  did  not  blame  the  committee 
for  their  action. 

Delegate  Morgan  said  that  his  only  regret  was  that  they  had 
to  borrow  the  money,  and  they  ought  never  to  have  been  placed 
in  that  position. 

Delegate  Reagan  explained  that  he  had  been  obliged  to  go 
out  and  borrow  money  in  order  that  the  people  on  strike  could 
get  support. 
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Delegate  Ross  said  the  Emergency  Committee  had  no  ob- 
jections to  a  law  being  framed  to  provide  for  the  borrowing  of 
money. 

Delegate  Hobin  asked  a  question  if  the  amount  borrowed  had 
been  paid, 

The  Secretary  informed  him  that  it  had  been  paid. 

Delegate  Van  Vliet  upheld  the  committee  in  their  action. 

To  that  part  of  the  Executive  Council  report  referrtng  to  the 
Journal,  the  committee  recommend  that  as  much  information  as 
is  possible  be  printed  in  the  Journal. 

On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Committee  on  Law  reported  the  following  resolution  with 
the  recommendation  that  it  ought  to  pass. 

Motion  to  amend  Rule  2  Section  i ,  by  striking  out  the  words 
(for  which  no  strike  benefits  are  prescribed)  and  inserting  in  their 
place  the  words  ' '  In  consideration  of  which  the  National  Organ- 
ization shall  provide  in  case  of  a  strike,  the  sum  of  one  dollar  per 
week  per  member." 

Delegate  McCusker  said  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  motion 
for  the  reason  that  he  thought  that  it  was  a  step  backward. 

Delegates  Hinkle  and  Christianson  also  opposed  the  motion 
and  said  that  their  Unions  would  very  much  prefer  to  be  placed 
in  the  same  position  as  the  fifteen  cent  unions,  taking  care  of 
their  own  grievances,  and  paying  the  fifteen  cent  tax  per  quarter. 

Delegate  Hobin  contended  that  the  amount  prescribed  in  the 
amendment  was  only  a  fair  share  of  the  amount  paid  in,  and  he 
saw  no  reason  why  there  should  be  any  objection  to  the  plan; 

Delegate  Powers  explained  the  workings  of  the  twenty  cent 
plan  and  said  that  his  union  had  gone  over  to  that  plan  because 
they  believed  it  was  the  best  plan,  and  he  thought  it  was  the  duty 
of  all  unions  to  get  on  the  same  level.  He  opposed  the  motion 
to  amend. 

Delegate  Woodward  called  attention  of  the  delegates  to  the 
funeral  benefits  that  the  twenty  cent  members  derived,  together 
with  a  strike  benefit  of  four  dollars  per  week. 

Delegate  Whitehead  of  Philadelphia,  spoke  at  length  against 
the  amendment. 
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Delegate  Whitehead  of  New  Bedford  said  that  he  was  in 
favor  of  the  motion,  because  when  it  came  to  levying  an  avSsess- 
raent  all  the  members  were  expected  to  pay  the  same. 

Delegate  Taylor  of  Fall  River  Carder's  Union  explained  the 
system  under  which  his  local  Union  was  conducted,  and  in  carry- 
ing out  their  work  they  had  paid  to  their  members  the  sum  of 
seven  thousand  dollars,  and  to  expect  them  to  go  on  the  twenty 
cent  plan  would  mean  that  their  entire  payments  of  benefits  would 
have  to  be  changed. 

Delegate  Miles  said  that  he  believed  it  was  well  understood 
at  the  time  the  twenty  cent  plan  was  first  started  what  the  condi- 
tions were,  and  he  saw  no  reason  to  amend  the  laws  in  this  re- 
spect. 

Delegate  Christianson  said  that  he  understood  that  when  the 
United  Textile  Workers  was  first  formed,  that  all  the  National 
Organizations  were  to  go  out  of  existence,  and  he  w^anted  to 
know  why  the  Mulespinners  had  not  dissolved  as  the  other  Nat- 
ional Organizations  had  done. 

Delegate  Ross  said  that  he  did  not  desire  to  hurt  the  feelings 
of  any  delegate  but  he  wanted  to  tell  them  that  so  far  as  the  Nat- 
'ional  Mulespinners  were  concerned  there  was  no  such  agreement; 
what  was  agreed  to  by  the  Mulespinners  was  this.  If  the  time 
should  come  when  the  United  Textile  Workers,  (in  the  opinion 
of  the  Mulespinners)  could  do  as  much  for  them  as  their  own 
National  had  done,  then  they  would  disband  their  National  Or- 
ganization, but  in  the  opinion  of  the  Mulespinners  that  time  had 
not  yet  arrived. 

Delegate  McCusker  amended  the  motion  that  the  matter  be 
referred  to  the  incoming  Executive  Council  with  instructions  to 
report  back  to  the  next  convention. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  said  that  the  older  uiions  were  quite 
willing  to  pay  the  fifteen  cent  tax  and  go  along  as  in  the  past, 
taking  care  of  their  own  strikes.  He  mentioned  the  fact  that  the 
National  Spinners'  Union  had  paid  out  to  its  members  the  pres- 
ent year  the  sum  of  eleven  thousand  dollars  in  benefits. 

Delegate  Fleming  made  a  lengthy  statement  as  to  how  the 
United  Textile  Workers  was  formed,  and  the  reason  w^hy  the 
twenty  cent  tax  was  provided. 
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Delegate  Starr  said  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  to 
refer  the  matter  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Delegate  Powers  spoke  against  reference. 

Delegate  Hanley  moved  the  previous  question.  A  sufficient 
number  of  delegates  calling  for  the  question,  the  question  was 
put.  The  motion  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Executive  Council 
was  not  adopted,  the  vote  being,  to  refer  19,  against  35. 

Delegate  Tansey  said  in  his  opinion  this  was  a  serious  ques- 
tion and  he  would  prefer  to  have  the  matter  settled  in  convention. 

Delegate  Grindrod  spoke  in  favor  of  the  recommendation  of 
the  committee  and  related  at  length  the  incidents  connected  with 
the  recent  strike  in  New  Bedford,  and  complained  of  the  lack  of 
support  that  had  been  given  them  by  the  National  Organization. 

Secretary  Hibbert  said  that  he  did  not  want  the  impression 
to  go  abroad  among  the  delegates  that  the  National  Union  had 
refused  to  give  the  New  Bedford  people  support,  as  the  language 
of  the  last  speaker  would  imply.  The  reason  why  the  National 
did  not  give  them  support  direct,  was  because  they  were  not  in 
a  position  to  do  so. 

Delegate  Hanley  asked  if  the  National  Organization  was  in 
a  position  to  pay  one  dollar  per  week  in  case  of  a  big  general 
strike. 

President  Golden  answered  the  question  in  the  negative. 

Delegate  Simpson  said  that  the  adoption  of  the  amendment 
would  be  of  benefit  to  his  Union. 

Delegate  Minszewski  opposed  the  amendment. 

Delegate  I^ewis  opposed  the  amendment. 

On  a  vote  being  taken  there  were  3 1  for  the  amendment  and 
38  against. 

A  delegate  raised  the  question  that  he  believed  that  many 
of  the  delegates  voted  on  the  question  under  misapprehension 
and  he  asked  that  an  explanation  be  made  to  the  delegates  and 
another  vote  taken. 

The  President  explained  that  this  was  a  motion  to  amend 
the  rules  and  that  a  two-thirds  vote  was  necessary  before  it  could 
become  a  law. 

On  a  vote  being  taken  there  were  40  votes  in  favor  of  the 
amendment  and  22  against,  not  a  sufficient  number  of  delegates 
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having  voted  in  favor  of  the  amendment.    The  motion  was  lost. 

Delegate  Hobin  and  several  other  delegates  demanded  a  roll 
call  on  the  question.  A  sufhcient  number  of  delegates  having 
joined  in  the  demand  for  a  roll  call  the  same  was  ordered,  the 
president  instructing  the  secretary  to  call  the  roll  and  the  dele- 
gates to  answer  to  their  names  when  called. 

Delegates  voting  yes.  Tansey,  O'Donnell,  Harrington, 
Hallas,  Taylor,  McKenna,  Howarth,  Wray,  Ross,  Albert  White- 
head, Halliwell,  Johnson,  Tattersall,  Grindrod,  Hobin,  O'Brien, 
Woodworth,  Simpson,  MuUarkey,  Powers,  Booth,  Tangua}^, 
Mclycan,  Sicard,  Hanley,  Knapton,  Berry,  Bernard,  Mcintosh, 
Mrs.  Gifford,  John  Whitehead,  Baker,  Boudreau,  Brantley, 
Mrs.  Conboy,  Mulligan,  Paterson,  Wilson,  Starr,  Ratcliffe, 
Sroker,  Smola,  Fleniming,  Tasco,  Miss  Gleason,  Kenyon,  Mc- 
Inerney,  Kostor  and  Savard. 

Delegates  voting  no.  Hall,  McCusker,  Hinkle,  Bell, 
Christenson,  McKosky,  Padykuta,  Missiazek,  Ludwig.  Dudajek, 
McNamarra,  Garrigan,  Miles,  Lewis,  Kolbusz,  Gray,  Fierlit, 
lyigarski,  Zieba,  Suihkoven,  Tryba,  Minszewski  and  Wiewrirsk. 

Delegates  present  but  not  voting.    Hibbert  and  Morgan. 

Delegates  absent.  Reagan  and  Melia  of  Fall  River; 
Reagan,  Wozniak,  Atherton,  Rzeszutek,  Miss  Adams  of  Lowell; 
Johnson,  Lavoie,  Van  Vliet  and  Newark  Wilson  of  Cohoes. 

The  amendment  to  the  General  Laws  was  adopted. 

Convention  adjourned  until  9  a.  m.  Friday  morning. 


Friday  Morning,  October  25th. 
Convention  called  to  order  at  9  a.  m. 

Roll  call  showed  that  Delegates  Morin  and  Atherton  were 
absent. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  moved  that  the  election  of  officers  take 
place  at  2.30  p.  m. 

Delegate  Hall  opposed  the  motion  on  the  grounds  that  to 
name  a  certain  time  would  not  be  expedient,  as  at  the  time  stated 
we  might  be  in  the  midst  of  some  important  business  and  to  make 
a  break  for  other  business  would  be  harmful. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  explained  that  if  it  should  happen  that 
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at  the  time  stated  in  the  motion,  something  of  importance  was 
under  discussion,  the  convention  could  by  vote  change  the  time 
for  the  election  of  officers. 

Delegate  McCusker  suggested  that  before  taking  a  vote  on 
this  matter  the  committees  now  out  be  called  in. 

Delegate  Starr  said  that  he  was  of  the  opinion  that  the 
question  was  not  of  sufficient  importance  to  call  the  committees 
from  the  work,  as  the  motion  only  provided  for  the  time  when 
the  election  of  officers  should  take  place. 

Delegate  Mcintosh  spoke  in  favor  of  the  motion. 

And  on  a  vote  being  taken  it  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions  through  Mr.  Miles  reported 
the  following  Resolution  submitted  by  Delegate  Conboy. 

"  Whereas,  The  State  Branch  of  the  American  Federation 
of  I^abor  of  Massachusetts  have  done  much  to  aid  the  workers 
of  that  State,  therefore  be  it 

''Resolved,  That  all  delegates  present  report  to  their  locals 
asking  them  to  affilate  with  the  State  Branch." 

This  resolution  was  amended  by  the  committee  so  as  to  apply 
to  all  States  and  in  that  form  the  Committee  recommend  its 
adoption. 

Delegate  Bell  said  that  he  believed  that  this  resolution  should 
include  Central  Bodies  as  well  as  State  Branches,  and  on  motion 
the  resolution  was  further  amended  to  include  Central  Bodies, 
and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  notify  all  unions  of  the  same. 
Resolution  adopted. 

Resolution  offered  by  Delegate  Whitehead  of  Philadelphia  : 
''Resolved,  That  this  Convention  goes  on  record  in  favor  of 
the  convention  nominating  candidates,  and  then  submitting  the 
same  to  a  referendum  vote  of  the  entire  membership  for  a  refer- 
endum vote." 

On  motion  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  incoming  Execu- 
tive Council. 

Resolution  offered  by  Delegate  Whitehead  of  Philadelphia  : 
Resolved,  "That  no  member  shall  hold  office  more  than 
four  years." 

Committee  on  Resolutions  recommend  non-concurrence. 
Delegate  Whitehead  spoke  in  favor  of  the  motion,  by  saying 
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that  in  hivS  opinion  that  it  was  a  proper  motion  and  was  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  organization. 

Delegate  Grindron  wanted  to  know  if  it  was  intended  under 
this  resolution  that  after  an  officer  had  served  four  years  in  any 
one  office  he  would  be  ineligible  for  re-election. 

Delegate  explained  the  position  of  the  Committee;  and  their 
view  of  the  matter  was  that  the  resolution  meant  what  it  said, 
and  that  after  four  3^ears'  service  a  person  could  not  be  re-elected. 

Delegate  Taylor  favored  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Delegate  Hobin  said  that  he  could  not  understand  the  reason 
for  the  resolution  unless  some  one  was  trying  in  this  way  to  harm 
the  organization.  If  there  was  anything  wrong  with  the  men  in 
office  the  convention  has^  always  the  opportunity  of  replacing 
them  with  others,  whether  they  have  served  one  or  more  years. 

Delegate  Hall  opposed  the  recommendation  of  the  committee 
and  spoke  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 

On  a  vote  being  taken  the  recommendation  of  the  committee 
was  adopted. 

Delegate  McCusker  wanted  to  be  put  on  record  as  being  in 
favor  of  the  committee's  recommendation. 

The  Committee  on  Law  reported  on  the  resolution  to  raise  the 
pay  of  the  organizers  that  it  be  referred  to  the  next  convention. 
Recommendation  adopted. 

The  following  Resolution  was  offered  by  Delegate  White- 
head of  Philadelphia  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  go  on  record  as  instructing 
each  delegate  here  to  use  their  best  effort  to  have  their  union 
adopt  the  principle  of  an  eight-hour  day  for  all  textile  operative. 

And  that  the  Executive  Committee  do  all  in  their  power  to 
have  such  a  bill  presented  in  each  state  and  at  Washington  at 
the  same  time,  and  urge  the  passage  of  the  same. 

The  Committee  on  Legislation  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  same  and  on  motion  the  same  was  adopted. 

The  Grievance  Committee  reported  on  several  grievances 
that  had  been  considered  by  the  committee. 

On  the  grievance  of  the  German  Silk  Workers  they  recom- 
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mend  that  that  matter  be  referred  to  the  incoming  Executive 
Council. 

On  the  grievance  reported  from  Union  No.  713  of  Cohoes^ 
they  recommend  that  the  President  take  up  the  matter,  and  on 
motion  their  recommendations  were  adopted. 

The  Resolution  Committee  reported  the  following  resolution 
offered  by  Full  Fashioned  Hosiery  Workers  Union  of  Phila- 
delphia : 

"  Whereas,  We  believe  that  the  immigration  laws  are  being 
openly  violated.  And 

"  Whereas,  The  Full  Fashioned  Hosiery  business  is  grow- 
ing very  rapidly,  and  95%  of  the  machinery  is  imported  from 
Germany,  we  are  confronted  with  the  serious  proposition  of  one 
or  more  men  being  imported  with  each  machine,  thus  giving  no 
opportunity  to  the  young  men  of  America  who  have  spent  from 
four  to  seven  years  of  their  lives  learning  this  trade,  and  also 
compelling  a  large  number  of  Anierican  Knitters  to  walk  the 
street,  while  the  imported  man  from  Germany  is  put  to  work  im- 
mediately on  his  arrival.  And 

"  Whereas,  The  Full  Fashioned  Manufacturers  are  highly 
protected  by  a  very  high  tariff  on  their  product,  and  the  workers 
have  no  protection  as  to  the  importation,  aside  from  the  very  in- 
efficient immigration  laws  which  in  our  opinion  are  not  enforced. 
Therefore  be  it 

'  'Resolved,  That  we,  the  United  Textde  Workers  of  America, 
in  convention  aSvSembled,  insist  upon  a  rigid  enforcement  of  the 
present  immigration  laws,  and  go  on  record  in  favor  of  a  better 
and  more  rigid  immigration  law,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  communicate  with  the  Ger- 
man Textile  Workers  asking  them  to  use  their  influence  to  stop 
the  immigration  of  knitters  because  of  the  aforesaid  mentioned 
conditions,  which  if  not  remedied  will  surely  lower  the  standard 
of  our  trade,  to  their  detriment  as  well  as  ours,  also  that  the 
Secretary  communicate  with  the  Commissioner  of  Immigration 
at  Washington  relative  to  these  conditions." 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions  recommend  the  adoption  of 
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the  resolution  with  the  addition  that  the  employees  in  this  in- 
dustry procure  all  the  information  possible  relative  to  violations 
of  the  law  and  forward  if  to  the  General  Secretary. 
Recommendation  of  the  committee  adopted. 
The  Committee  on  Resolutions  reported  the  following  Reso- 
lution offered  by  Delegate  McCusker  : 

"  Whereas^  The  alarming  development  and  aggressiveness 
of  the  Textile  Manufacturers  of  Pennsylvania,  in  their  efiorts  to 
crush  out  the  spirit  of  the  workers  through  the  threat  that  the 
soup  houses  will  be  opened  and  the  mills  closed  in  the  event  of 
any  reduction  in  the  tariff  schedules.    Therefore,  be  it 

'^Resolved,  That  we,  as  Delegates  to  the  Twelfth  Annual 
Convention  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  do  most 
solemnly  protest  against  this  unjust  intimidation  and  coercion  on 
the  part  of  the  Textile  Manufacturers  of  Pennsylvania,  and  be 
it  further 

''Resolved,  That  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America 
will  protect  to  the  fullest  extent,  both  morally  and  financially , 
our  membership  against  any  attempt  by  the  manufacturers  to 
reduce  the  already  low  rate  of  wages  paid  to  all  textile  w^orkers 
that  can  be  traceable  to  any  change  in  the  tariff  schedules." 

Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  pro- 
viding the  rules  of  this  organization  are  complied  with. 

Resolution  adopted. 

Committee  on  I^aw  reported  on  that  part  of  the  Executive 
Council  Committee's  Report  applying  to  the  borrowing  of  money, 
that  no  legislation  is  necessary. 

Report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Law  reported  a  motion  to  amend  the 
rules  of  order  as  follows  : 

Any  delegate  may  ask  for  a  roll  call  of  delegates  on  any 
question  upon  which  a  vote  has  been,  or  is  about  to  be  taken. 

Provided  that  one-fifth  of  the  delegates  present  and  voting 
signify  by  a  show  of  hands,  or  rising,  their  desire  to  have  a  vote 
taken  in  that  manner. 

The  President  shall  then  instruct  the  Secretar}^  to  call  the  roll. 

Committee  recommend  its  adoption. 
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Recommendation  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  I^aw  reported  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution offered  by  Delegate  Conboy. 

Motion  to  amend  the  Constitution  by  adding  after  the  word 
*  endorsed  '  at  the  bottom  of  page  8,  the  words,  '  but  no  strike 
benefits  shall  be  paid  to  any  persons  for  the  first  week  of  a  strike.' 

The  Committee  recommend  its  adoption  and  on  a  vote  being 
taken  the  amendment  was  ada  pted. 

Committee  on  I^aw  reported  the  following  Amendment  to 
the  Constitution^  submitted  by  Delegates  Christanson  and  Hinklc; 

Motion  to  amend  Rule  XI,  Sections  i  and  2  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  By-Iyaws  by  striking  out  entirely  all  of  Section  i . 

By  striking  out  all  words  in  Section  2  up  to  and  including 
October,  1901,  on  the  third  line,  and  inserting  in  their  place  the 
following  : 

'  The  per  capita  tax  to  this  organization  shall  be  20  cents 
per  month.' 

The  committee  recommend  non-concurrence  with  this  reso- 
lution. 

On  a  vote  being  taken  the  report  of  the  committee  was 
accepted,  and  the  amendment  to  the  constitution  was  not  adopted . 

The  secretary  of  the  committee  on  Executive  Council's  re- 
port made  a  final  report  and  said  that  they  believed  that  it  would 
be  more  satisfactory  if  the  business  of  the  Executive  Council  and 
the  Executive  Board  could  be  read  to  the  Convention. 

On  motion  the  secretary  was  instructed  to  read  the  minutes 
of  the  meetings  of  the  Emergency  Committee  and  the  Executive 
Board. 

The  secretary  read  a  portion  of  the  business  when  some  of 
the  delegates  protested  against  any  further  reading,  because  of 
the  time  that  it  would  take. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  moved  that  any  further  reading  of  the 
minutes  be  dispensed  with. 

Motion  adopted. 

Delegate  Minszewski  asked  permission  to  introduce  a  resolu- 
tion, which  permission  was  refused  by  the  delegates. 

Delegate  Ross,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  organization, 
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explained  the  recommendation  of  that  committee  on  the  Thomp- 
sonville  matter,  and  on  motion  the  same  was  approved. 

Delegate  Halliwell  asked  permission  of  the  convention  to  in- 
troduce a  resolution,  and  as  the  subject  was  of  vital  interest  to  the 
organization  permission  was  granted. 

The  resolution  was  as  follows. 

"  Whereas,  Local  Unions  have  in  the  past  sent  out  appeals 
for  assistance  in  time  of  strike  without  first  aquainting  the 
National  Office,  and 

"  W/iereas,  We  believe  that  such  action  is  liable  to  embarass 
the  National  Body.    Therefore  be  it 

'^Resolved,  That  no  appeals  shall  be  sent  out  by  Local  Unions 
affiliated  with  this  organization  unless  the  consent  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  or  Executive  Board  has  been  secured." 

Committee  recommend  its  adoption. 

On  a  vote  being  taken  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Delegate  Whitehead  reported  that  his  committee  had  com- 
pleted its  report,  and  he  desired  that  action  be  taken  on  the  re- 
port. 

On  motion  of  Delegate  O'Donnell,  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  Executive  Council's  report  was  accepted. 

The  time  for  adjournment  having  arrived,  the  president  an- 
nounced that  the  convention  was  adjourned  until  i  p.  m. 

Friday  Afternoon. 

Convention  showed  Delegates  Morin  and  Atherton  absent. 
The  Committee  on  Resolutions  reported  the  following  reso- 
lution offered  by  the  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

"  Whereas,  The  Textile  Industry  is  one  of  the  most  fertile 
fields  for  the  exploitation  of  Child  Labor,  which  has  furnished 
unlimited  examples  of  its  awful  drain  upon  the  life  of  our  people. 
Therefore  be  it 

''Resolved,  That  we,  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  iVmerica, 
in  convention  assembled,  condemn  all  forms  of  child  labor  and 
deplore  the  apathy  of  State  Legislatures  in  face  of  its  demoraliz- 
ing effects  upon  the  life  of  the  nation,  and  that  we  pledge  the 
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fullest  assistance  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  to 
all  legislative  and  social  effort  to  remove  the  National  stain  of 
Child  I^abor,  to  the  eiid  that  the  door  of  life  and  opportunity 
may  be  opened  to  the  offsprings  of  our  people." 

Committee  recommend  its  adoption. 

On  motion  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

President  Golden  made  his  report  of  the  work  done  by  him 
in  settling  strikes  and  grievances  during  the  year. 

President  Golden's  Report  on  Strikes  and  Grievances. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  report,  I  want  to  emphasize  the  fact 
that  this  has  been  a  year  of  great  industrial  unrest,  and  as  might 
be  expected  under  such  conditions,  a  large  number  of  grievances 
and  trade  disputes  have  been  the  result. 

The  last  convention  passed  a  resolution  instructing  the 
president  to  attend  to  all  grievances.  There  have  been  times 
during  the  year  when  three  presidents  could  not  have  attended 
to  all  grievances. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  go  into  all  the  grievances  in  detail, 
considering  the  fact  that  they  will  be  referred  to  in  the  minutes 
of  the  various  meetings  of  the  Emergency  Committee  and 
Executive  Council,  and  the  further  fact  that  most  of  them  were 
settled  satisfactory. 

I  do  hope  however  that  if  there  are  any  matters  in  connection 
with  any  of  the  grievances  that  have  risen  during  the  year, 
that  are  not  quite  clear  in  the  mind  of  any  delegate  to  this  con- 
vention, they  will  not  hesitate  to  have  them  more  thoroughly 
explained. 

The  Strike  in  the  Windham  Sii.k  Mili,. 

This  strike  resulted  through  the  refusal  of  the  Windham 
Silk  Company  to  grant  a  lo  per  cent,  advance  in  wages  to  their 
weavers.  When  the  weavers  came  out,  all  the  employees  of  the 
mill  followed  suit,  and  for  a  period  of  thirteen  weeks  we  kept 
the  mill  closed  tight.  The  officials  of  the  firm  refused  to  either 
grant  the  increase  or  even  confer  on  the  matter  for  a  time. 
They  made  an  effort  to  secure  other  weavers,  which  effort  was  a 
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failure.  After  about  twelve  weeks  a  conference  was  arranged, 
which  resulted  in  showing  that  a  lo  per  cent,  advance  could  be 
secured  for  the  weavers  or  seven  and  one-half  per  cent,  for  all 
the  employees.  Inasmuch  as  the  charter  of  the  union  had  been 
opened  to  all  the  operatives  at  the  beginning  of  the  strike,  and  a 
number  of  the  operatives  other  than  weavers  had  joined  the 
union,  we  considered  it  our  duty  to  stand  by  them  in  the  same 
loyal  manner  in  which  they  had  stood  by  us  during  the  strike, 
with  the  result  that  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  union  the  proposi- 
tion to  accept  seven  and  one-half  per  cent,  all  round  was  accept- 
ed. 

Every  one  to  return  back  to  their  work,  to  their  former  po- 
sitions without  discrimination,  and  full  recognition  of  the  union. 

Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise  of  our  people  engaged  in 
this  strike  for  the  splendid  manner  in  which  they  conducted  them- 
selves during  the  entire  period  of  the  strike.  The  victory  they 
gained  was  well  deserved. 

Thk  Strikk  at  the  Roxbury  Carpkt  Works. 

This  strike  was  the  result  of  the  refusal  of  the  Roxbury  Car- 
pet Co.  to  grant  a  lo  per  cent,  advance  in  wages.  The  strike 
lasted  ten  weeks  and  was  bitterly  fought  on  both  sides.  When 
the  strike  was  first  inaugurated  we  were  surprised  to  find  that  a 
number  of  the  Weavers  who  signified  their  assent  to  the  strike 
remained  at  work  ;  this  apparently  encouraged  the  firm  in  their 
refusal  to  grant  the  demand. 

Strike  breakers  were  secured,  chiefly  through  the  efforts  of 
one  James  McCarthy,  well  known  to  the  union  carpet  weavers  of 
the  country  as  a  bad  egg,  who  was  always  too  willing  to  perform 
any  kind  of  dirty  work  during  an  honest  effort  of  wage  workers 
for  better  conditions. 

The  officials  of  the  company  resorted  to  many  questionable 
methods  in  order  to  defeat  the  strikers,  even  to  an  attempt  to  se- 
cure warrants  for  the  arrest  of  the  women  and  young  girls,  their 
plan  being  to  have  these  women  and  girls  arrested  on  the  streets 
like  common  criminals,  their  only  crime  being  peaceful  picketing. 
The  judge  to  whom  they  applied  for  the  warrant  told  the  Com- 
pany's legal  adviser  he  would  engage  in  better  business  if  he 
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made  some  effort  to  heal  the  breach  rather  than  trying  to  make 
it  wider,  and  refused  to  issue  the  warrants. 

The  sworn  financial  statement  of  the  Roxbury  Carpet  Com- 
pany showed  that  when  the  request  for  the  advance  was  made, 
the  company  had  a  surplus  of  nearly  one  million  dollars  in  the 
reserve  fund,  earned  from  the  sweat  and  toil  of  these  women  and 
girls  to  whom  they  were  now  denying  a  living  wage.  The  lar- 
gest bulk  of  the  stock  is  owned  by  one  man  in  Boston,  who  pre- 
fers to  live  a  life  of  dissipation,  and  squander  money  lavishly, 
rather  than  to  pay  decent  w^ages  to  those  from  whom  he  exacts 
his  wealth. 

After  the  strike  had  lasted  ten  weeks,  and  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  very  many  of  the  strikers  had  secured  work  in  other  places, 
the  strike  was  called  off.  The  remainder  of  the  women  and  girls 
being  so  disgusted  with  the  tactics  of  the  officials  of  the  company, 
they  openly  declared  that  they  would  not  work  under  such  ofii- 
cials  no  matter  what  terms  might  be  offered. 

The  Strike  at  Reese  Bros.  New  York  City. 

This  strike  came  about  through  a  demand  being  made  by 
the  weavers  for  a  new  Price  List.  It  was  stubbornly  contested 
on  both  sides  from  the  very  beginning  ;  the  firm  hiring  profess- 
ional strike  breakers  and  housing  them  in  the  mill.  After  a 
struggle  of  four  months  a  conference  was  arranged  with  the 
owners  of  the  concern,  and  as  a  result  of  promises  made  by  the 
firm,  the  strike  was  declared  off. 

The  Rifton  Strike 

This  strike  has  been  fully  reported  upon  in  the  Secretary's 
report  and  by  Delegate  Van  Vliet.  It  is  needless  for  me  to  dwell 
further  on  this  situation,  only  to  say  as  the  Secretary  reported 
that  the  strike  is  still  on  and  has  all  the  appearances  of  a  fight 
to  a  finish. 

Many  of  the  men  have  secured  work  elsewhere,  but  those 
who  are  still  on  the  firing  line  are  standing  firm. 

The  Strike  of  Foeders  at  Passaic,  N.  J. 
This  strike  was  caused  in  consequence  of  one  of  the  Bleach- 
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eries  there  adopting  a  system  of  employing  Women  Folders,  at 
a  less  wage  than  was  paid  to  the  men  folders  doing  the  same  work. 

The  Local  Union  requested  the  firm  to  discontinue  the  prac- 
tice. This  they  refused  to  do  and  aggravated  matters  by  dis- 
charging two  of  the  men  who  acted  on  the  committee.  I  have 
held  one  conference  with  the  officers  of  the  company  but  made 
no  headway  with  them.  The  strike  is  still  on  and  has  been  re- 
ported upon  by  the  Secretary. 

The  lyOWEiyi.  Strike:. 

During  the  latter  part  of  March  a  strike  was  inaugurated  in 
the  city  of  lyowell,  Mass.,  on  account  of  the  refusal  of  the  man- 
ufacturers to  increase  the  wages  of  the  operatives  ten  per  cent. 
In  reply  to  the  demand  of  tii-e  operatives,  the  manufactures  made 
an  offer  to  re-adjust  the  wage  scale  upon  a  basis  w-hich  would 
average  an  advance  of  about  eight  per  cent.  Considering  the 
fact  that  wages  had  been  increased  ten  per  cent,  in  most  of  the 
large  Textile  centre-",  the  offer  of  the  manufacturers  was  not  sat- 
isfactory to  the  operatives,  hence  their  demand  for  a  flat  increase 
of  ten  per  cent. 

A  committee  from  the  Loomfixers'  Union  of  lyow^ell,  affilia- 
ted with  cur  International  Union  brought  the  matter  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Executive  Council  at  its  meeting  held  in  Boston  at 
the  time,  and  a  resolution  was  passed  instructing  the  President 
to  proceed  at  once  to  Uowell  and  remain  there  until  the  strike 
was  over. 

I  immediately  proceeded  to  Lowell  and  established  head- 
quarters in  Weavers  Hall.  I  found  that  the  three  unions  affiliated 
with  our  International  Body  w^ere  apparently  acting  independent 
of  each  other.  I  called  a  meeting  of  the  officers  of  these  unions, 
and  a  Textile  Council  was  formed,  and  a  vote  taken  to  act  jointly 
along  with  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America;  and  on  March 
30th  the  following  letter  was  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Manu- 
facturers Association. 
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lyOWE^i^iv,  Mass  ,  March  30th,  1912. 

Mr.  Stkphe^n  Whittikr,  Secretary, 
Cotton  Manufacturers  Association, 
Lowell,  Mass. 

Dkar  Sir: — 

The  loomfixers  of  this  city  at  a  meeting  held  in  Carpenters' 
Hall,  March  29th,  under  the  auspices  of  their  I^ocal  Union  No. 
734,  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  affiliated  with  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  voted  unanimously  to  present  the 
following  propositions  through  you,  to  the  respective  mill  agents 
of  this  city  as  a  basis  of  adjustment  of  the  present  wage  conten- 
tion, as  it  affects  the  loomfixers. 

ist.  A  fifteen  per  cent,  increase  in  wages  based  on  the 
fifty-four  hour  schedule. 

2nd.    Time  and  one-half  for  all  overtime. 

3rd.    Abolition  of  all  Sunday  work. 

4th.  All  loomfixers  to  return  to  their  former  sections  with- 
out discrimination. 

We  also  wish  to  respectfully  inform  you  that  there  has  ex- 
isted for  some  time  several  minor  greivances,  but  inasmuch  as 
we  have  elected  a  conference  committee  who  are  read}^  at  any 
time,  when  convenient  to  the  mill  agents,  to  meet  in  joint  con- 
ference to  discuss  all  matters  connected  with  the  present  wage 
situation,  we  believe  by  this  method  that  a  more  thorough  un- 
derstanding can  be  arrived  at,  and  an  amicable  adjustment 
brought  about. 

Trusting  this  will  receive  your  early  and  careful  considera- 
tion, I  remain  on  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee,  lyoom- 
fixers'  Association, 

Secretary,  MOSES  E-  DAIGEE, 

Carpenters'  Hall,  Bridge  &  Merrimac  Streets, 

Runels  Building,  City. 
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LowEi^iv,  Mass.,  April  2,  191 2. 

Mr.  Mosks  Iv.  Daigle, 
Secretary,  lyoomfixers'  Union, 
lyowell,  Mass. 
Dear  Sir:  — 

Replying  to  yours  of  the  30th  ult.,  we  regret  to  say  that  we 
are  unable  to  meet  the  advance  you  suggest. 

In  the  readjustment  of  wages  announced  last  week,  we  went 
over  the  question  carefully  and  believed  the  result  would  be  sat- 
isfactory to  you.  Certainly  the  advance  given  you  is  al)  our 
business  conditions  permit  at  the  present  time. 

In  relation  to  minor  grievances  referred  to  by  you,  as  well 
as  any  possible  inequalities  in  our  schedules,  we  assure  you  that 
we  are  willing  to  meet  you  at  the  proper  moment. 

Yours  truly, 

STEPHEN  T.  WHITTIER,  Secretary. 

The  I.  W.  W.'s  had  established  headquarters  in  Eowell  and 
were  making  frintic  efforts  to  get  control  of  the  situation,  with 
the  avowed  purpose  of  turning  Eowell  into  a  second  Lawrence. 
They  made  very  little  headway,  however,  the  manufacturers 
taking  a  firm  stand  against  giving  any  recognition  whatever  to 
them,  while  on  the  other  hand  the  employees,  with  a  few  excep- 
tions, refused  to  join  their  movement. 

We  immediately  started  a  campaign  of  organization  among 
the  workers,  enrolling  many  members  in  our  Eocal  Unions,  which 
made  our  position  considerably  stronger. 

Considering  the  fact  that  the  general  increase  in  wages 
throughout  New  England  was  on  a  basis  of  10  per  cent.,  our 
local  unions  voted  to  make  a  second  demand  on  the  employers  for 
a  flat  rate  of  10  per  cent,  increase. 

On  the  30th  of  March  the  following  letter  was  sent  to  the 
secretary  of  the  Manufacturers'  Association. 


104 

LowELiv,  Mass.,  March  30,  191 2. 
Mr.  Stephen  Whittier,  Secretary, 
Cotton  Manufacturers  Association, 
Lowell,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir  :  At  a  meeting  of  the  Weavers  Union,  Local 
No.  26,  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  affiliated  with  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  held  March  29th,  191 2,  it  was 
unanimously  voted  to  present  the  following  propositions  as  a 
basis  of  adjustment  of  the  present  wage  situation. 

ist.    Fifteen  per  cent,  increase  on  all  prices  for  weaving. 

2nd.  All  weavers  to  return  to  their  former  looms  without 
discrimination. 

I  am  further  instructed  to  inform  you  that  a  committee  on 
conference  has  been  elected  by  the  Weavers'  Association  to  dis- 
cuss the  above  propositions  and  any  other  matters  bearing  on 
the  present  wage  situation.  This  committee  stands  ready  to  meet 
in  joint  conference  whenever  convenient  to  the  mill  agents. 

Trusting  this  will  receive  your  early  and  favorable  consid- 
eration, I  remain, 

THOMAS  REAGAN, 
Secretary  Weavers'  Association. 
Headquarters,  32  Middle  St.,  City.  Lowell,  Mass. 

On  tlie  5th  of  April  the  following  letter  was  .sent  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  Manufacturers'  Association. 

LowEEE,  Mass.,  April  5th.,  1912. 
Mr.  Stephen  T.  Whittier,  Secretary, 
Manufacturers  Association, 
Lowell,  Mass. 
Dear  Sir: — 

At  a  joint  meeting  of  representatives  of  the  Loomiixers' 
Union,  Mulespinners'  Union  and  Weavers'  Union  of  the  United 
Textile  Workers  of  America,  it  was  unanimously  decided  to  make 
the  following  request  of  the  mill  agents  of  this  city  through  you 
as  secretary  of  Manufacturers'  Association. 

That  inasmuch  as  a  general  increase  in  wages  has  gone  into 
effect  throughout  the  cotton  manufacturing  districts  of  New 
England,  the  minimum  of  which  is  ten  per  cent;  said  increase 
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in  wages  affecting  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoiisand  textile 
workers  both  skilled  and  unskilled,  we  are  firmly  of  the  opinion 
that  the  textile  workers  of  I^owell  are  entitled  to  the  same  con- 
sideration as  those  of  other  cities  and  towns  in  New  England, 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  fabrics. 

We  therefore  request  that,  beginning  next  Monday  morning, 
an  increase  of  ten  per  cent,  be  added  to  wages  of  the  Textile 
Workers  of  this  city;  said  increase  to  be  based  on  the  wages  paid 
previous  to  the  closing  of  the  mills  on  March  26th. 

Trusting  the  mill  agents  of  the  respective  mills  affected  will 
give  this  request  their  favorable  consideration,  and  assuring  them 
that  should  this  request  be  granted,  we  shall  immediately  advise 
all  textile  workers  affected  to  return  to  work  on  next  Monday 
morning, 

We  remain  respectfully  yours. 

Members  of  the  Council, 
MOSES  E.  DAIGEE,  Secretary. 

The  organizing  work  was  kept  up  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
the  I.  W.  W.'s  resorted  to  all  kinds  of  questionable  tactics  to 
prevent  our  progress.  Even  going  so  far  as  to  seed  some  of  their 
strong  arm  squad  to  break  up  the  meetings.  It  is  needless  to 
say  that  these  people  were  quickly  disposed  of,  and  our  meetings 
went  along  successfully. 

No  attempt  was  made  to  open  the  mills.  In  the  meantime 
several  conferences  were  held  with  the  representatives  of  the  em- 
ployers without  making  any  apparent  headway;  the  employers 
refusing  to  recede  from  their  position. 

The  operatives  insisted  on  the  to<^c  increase.  We  held  our 
people  well  in  hand,  and  after  a  final  conference  with  the  repre- 
sentative mill  treasurers,  held  on  April  14,  and  no  progress  being 
made,  the  officials  of  mills  met  together  in  Boston,  and  as  a  result 
of  that  meeting  the  following  letter  was  received  from  them. 

LowKivL,  Mass.,  April  15th,  1912. 
MoiSE  E.  DaiglK,  Secretary, 
Eowell,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir  : — Replying  further  to  your  letter  of  the  5th  in- 
stant would  say  that  the  treasurers  have  been  instructed  us  to 
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make  the  following  announcement : 

"  The  mills  will  open  Monday,  April  22d,  with  an  advance 
in  wages  on  a  basis  of  io%  over  the  schedule  of  wages  in  force 
before  March  25,  1912." 

Yours  truly, 
STEPHEN  D.  WHITTIER,  Secretary, 

lyowell  Manufacturers  Association. 

Great  credit  is  due  to  the  members  of  our  local  unions  in 
Lowell  for  the  splendid  manner  in  which  they  stood  together 
during  this  five  weeks  strike,  and  to  this  fact  can  be  attributed 
the  securing  of  the  10%  increase  of  wages  for  the  textile  workers 
of  Lowell 

Let  me  again  state  that  if  there  are  any  matters  in  relation 
to  grievances  that  have  been  reported  upon  through  the  minutes 
of  meetings  held  by  the  Executive  Council  and  the  Emergency 
Committee  that  are  not  quite  clear  in  the  mind  of  any  delegate, 
I  trust  they  will  make  the  fact  known.  There  were  times  when 
disputes  were  so  numerous  and  in  such  widely  scattered  sections 
that  unavoidable  delays  have  been  the  result ;  there  have  also 
been  times  when  I  have  had  to  call  for  assistance  either  from 
some  of  the  organizers  who  were  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  or 
from  some  of  our  active  local  men  in  that  particular  district,  and 
it  is  very  gratifying  to  say  that  in  every  case  I  found  them  ever 
ready  and  willing  to  lend  a  helping  hand. 

Before  closing  this  report  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  one  par- 
ticular feature  in  connection  with  local  trades  disputes,  which, 
when  put  into  effect,  has  a  tendency  to  greatly  handicap  a 
national  officer  when  he  is  called  into  the  case .  On  a  few  occasions 
I  found  that  local  unions  after  complying  with  our  rules  in  making 
an  effort  to  secure  an  adjustment  of  a  dispute,  and  having  failed, 
allowed  their  members  to  vote  a  strike  before  a  national  repre- 
sentative had  arrived  on  the  ground,  and  while  they  were  wise 
enough  to  keep  the  people  at  work  it  placed  the  national  officer 
in  a  position  where  the  manufacturer  could  say  to  him,  "  '  Oh, 
well,  your  men  are  determined  to  have  a  fight  and  it  may  as 
well  be  now  as  some  other  time.'  " 

I  have  referred  to  this  kind  of  action,  not  in  a  spirit  of  criti- 
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cism  but  as  a  warning  against  its  recurrence.  I  can  readily  un- 
derstand that  with  such  a  large  volume  of  grievances  that  have 
had  to  be  handled  during  the  year,  some  of  them  of  a  very  diffi- 
cult nature,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  there  will  be  some  dis- 
satifaction  in  some  cases.  All  that  I  can  say  is  that  every  griev- 
ance that  has  arisen  during  the  year,  irrespective  of  where  it  ex- 
isted or  how  serious  or  trivial  it  might  seem,  has  had  the  best 
thought  given  to  it  by  the  members  of  the  Emergency  Committee 
or  the  Executive  Council  to  which  it  was  submitted. 

Speaking  for  myself,  all  that  I  can  say  is  that  the  best  effort 
wathin  me  was  given  to  the  fullest  extent  to  secure  honorable  and 
fair  settlements  for  our  members  whose  best  interevSts  were  never 
lost  sight  of. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  GOLDEN, 

General  Secretary . 

On  motion  the  report  was  submitted  to  the  Committee  on 
President's  report. 

Report  of  the  Delegates  to  the  Convention  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Eabor,  held  at  Atlanta,  Ga. 

To  the  Delegates  to  the  Twelfth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Ujiited 
Textile  Workers  of  America  : 

Greeting  : — 

The  Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  was  held  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  was  attended  by  the  follow- 
ing delegates  : 

From  International  and  National  Unions,  228. 

From  State  Federations,  25. 

From  Central  Labor  Unions,  67, 

From  Federal  Unions,  21. 

From  Fraternal  Organizations,  8. 

Making  a  total  of  349  delegates  with  a  voting  strength  of 
17,240  votes. 

The  fraternal  delegates  representing  the  labor  movement  of 
Great  Britian  were  Mr.  C.  H.  Roberts  of  the  Typographical  Union, 
and  James  Crinion  of  the  Textile  Workers'  Union.    Both  made 
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telling  speeches  in  the  convention  outlining  the  work  being  done 
by  the  trade  unions  in  Great  Britian  along  the  industrial, 
economic  and  political  lines.  Both  delegates  strongly  urge  the 
American  trade  unionists  to  become  more  militant,  more  active 
and  more  united  in  the  political  field  to  the  end  that  labor  will 
be  more  adequately  represented  in  the  legislative  bills  of  both 
State  and  Nation. 

The  report  of  President  Gompers  was  as  usual  a  masterly 
effort  of  one  whose  whole  life  has  been  spent  in  labor's  cause  deal- 
ing forcibly  and  eloquently  with  the  economic,  industrial  and  po- 
litical-phrases of  the  labor  movement. 

Secretary  Morrison's  report  disclosed  some  astounding 
statistics  in  connection  with  the  benefits  paid  out  by  the  Inter- 
national and  National  Unions  affiliated  with  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  I^abor. 

Your  delegates  introduced  resolutions,  one  pertaining  to 
Child  lyabor  and  another  asking  the  assistance  of  the  A.  F.  of 
L.  in  our  organizing  work. 

The  gain  in  membership  in  the  A.  F.  of  ly.  is  best  shown  by 
citing  the  number  in  1897,  which  was  264,825;  in  191 1  the  mem- 
bership was  1,761,833. 

Benefits  paid  to  members  of  local  unions  by  their  Interna- 
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Death  benefits  $1,471,381.37 

For  death  of  members'  wives   49>925.09 

Sick  benefits   815,556.88 

Travelling   58,78471 

lyocal  insurance   5,684.70 

Unemployed   218,742.71 


We  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  delegates  to  the 
last  convention  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  us  in  choosing  us 
to  represent  our  International  Union  at  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  convention,  and  to  assure  them  that  our  best  efforts 
were  ,put  forth  to  prove  worthy  of  the  honor  and  the  trust  reposed 
in  us. 

Fraternally  sul)mitted, 

THOMAS  MORGAN, 
.  JOHN  GOLDEN, 
Delegates  to  the  convention  of  the  A.  F.  of  L. 
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The  following  was  read  to  the  convention. 

Brother  JanievS  Duncan,  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Granite 
Cutters'  International  Union  and  First  Vice-President  of  the 
American  P'ederation  of  Labor,  conveys  the  best  wishes  of  the 
American  Federation  of  I^abor  to  the  convention  of  the  United 
Textile  Workers  of  America,  with  the  earnest  hope  that  your  con- 
vention has  been  fruitful  of  good  results  for  the  many  thousands 
of  Textile  Workers  throughout  the  whole  country. 

I  regret  that  I  cannot  be  in  Boston  in  time  to  deliver  this 
message  in  person  along  with  my  own  personal  congratulations 
and  best  wishes. 

On  motion  the  same  was  accepted,  and  the  secretary  instruct- 
ed to  make  it  a  part  of  the  records. 

Delegate  I^udwig  of  Pompton  Lakes  submitted  to  the  Grie- 
vance Committee  the  following  complaint. 

The  employees  of  the  German  Artistic  Weaving  Company  of 
Pompton  Lakes,  N.  J.,  complain  that  the  prices  paid  for  weaving 
there  are  from  lo  to  25  per  cent,  below  the  prices  paid  by  other 
firms  in  the  same  line  of  work. 

That  no  allowance  or  extra  price  is  paid  for  extra  picks, 
more  spaces  or  short  orders,  which  causes  a  weaver  to  change 
patterns  from  five  to  twenty  times  a  day,  without  extra  pay. 

They  also  complain  that  weavers  are  at  times  compelled  to 
run  a  half  a  loom  for  weeks. 

Impossible  to  get  sufficient  qnills,  cards  or  patterns,  and 
what  we  do  get  are  often  delivered  in  a  bad  and  broken  condi- 
tion, causing  a  great  loss  to  the  weaver  in  time. 

There  are  a  number  of  other  complaints  which  we  believe  , 
are  of  sufficient  importance  to  us  to  receive  immediate  attention. 

Committee  recommend  that  the  matter  be  placed  in  the  hand^ 
of  the  officers,  and  that  they  take  the  matter  up  with  the  local 
union. 

Recommendation  of  the  committee  adopted. 
The  Committee  on  Organization  reported  the  following  res- 
olution offered  by  the  delegates  from  Amsterdam  and  Cohoes. 

"  Whereas,  There  has  been  a  successful  campaign  of  Organ- 
ization along  the  Mohawk  Valley,  and 
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"  Whereas,  The  prospects  at  this  time  look  bright  for  the 
United  Textile  Workers  if  this  work  can  be  continued,  on 
account  of  the  activity  of  the  I.  W.  W.  in  trying  to  destroy  the 
work  already  accomplished  by  our  organization.  Therefore  be  it 
Resolved^  That  this  convention  instruct  the  Executive 
Board  to  give  attention  to  the  matter  in  order  that  effective  work 
can  be  done  during  the  coming  year. 

Committee  recommend  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  incom- 
ing Executive  Council  with  instructions  to  take  up  the  matter 
with  the  unions  ia  that  locality  and  ascertain  if  they  would  pay 
part  of  the  cost. 

Recommendation  of  the  Committee  adopted. 

Delegate  Powers  submitted  the  following  report  as  to  the 
final  report  of  the  Committee  on  President's  Report,  and  moved 
its  adoption. 

Rkport  of  Committee  on  President's  Report. 

Your  Committee  have  carefully  considered  the  above  named 
report,  and  recommend  its  adoption  in  its  entirety,  with  special 
reference  to  the  sections  referring  to  Factory  Inspection  and  to 
lyocals  defraying  expenses  in  part  for  Local  Organizers. 

To  a  shorter  work  day  in  States  where  women  and  children 
are  required  to  work  more  than  54  hours  per  week.  Recognition 
of  assistance  given  by  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  and 
also  the  President's  mention  of  seceding  Locals.  Therefore  we 
recommend  for  consideration  and  adoption  the  following  : 

Factory  Inspection. 

We  recommend  that  the  General  Secretary  communicate 
with  Locals,  Textile  Councils,  Central  Labor  Unions,  State 
Branch  connections,  with  a  view  of  bringing  all  possible  pressure 
to  bear,  that  a  better  factory  inspecfion  may  be  brought  about. 

We  recommend  that  a  specific  law  be  incorporated  in  our 
by-laws  prohibiting  the  sitting  in  session  with  members  of  seced- 
ing unions,  and  that  the  General  Officers  be  instructed  to  carry 
out  promptly  the  instructions  of  a  former  convention  in  regard 
to  having  members  of  seceding  unions  unseated,  which  action, 
we  believe,  may  at  times  prevent  personal  friction  between  men 
of  some  particular  locality,   and  still  accomplish  something  to 
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.overcome  a  condition  that  exists  at  the  present  time. 

We  recommend  that  a  further  adoption  of  Locals,  working 
in  conjunction  with  our  International  Organization  in  taking  ad- 
vantage of  local  organizing  along  the  lines  mentioned  in  our 
President's  report. 

We  recommend  that  in  States  where  women  and  children 
are  required  to  work  more  than  54  hours  in  any  given  week, 
that  all  possible  agitation  of  the  question  be  furthered  and  any 
practical  help  that  we  may  be  able  to  give,  be  given  to  the  best  of 
our  ability. 

We  recommend  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  forwarded  to  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  voicing  the  appreciation  we  feel 
for  their  generosity  in  aiding  us  with  organizers  and  financially, 
which, we  believe,  has  done  much  to  strengthen  our  organization 
morally  and  in  point  of  numbers. 

Your  committee  have  carefully  considered  the  President's 
report  on  the  Lawrence  uprising.  The  committee  recommends 
its  adoption  in  its  entirety,  believing  it  to  be  a  clear  statement  of 
fact,  and  approving  all  of  the  actions  of  the  President. 

JOHN  H.  POWERS, 
THOS.  MORGAN, 

WILLIAM  Mcintosh, 

LEWIS  LUDURG, 
BERNARD  GAGIGAN, 
M.  R.  GRINDROD, 
EDMUND  SICAR. 

Delegate  Howarth  opposed  the  acceptance  of  the  report  for 
the  reason  that  he  felt  that  it  would  arouse  ill  feeling  among  the 
members  of  his  union. 

Delegate  Conboy  in  favor  of  accepting  the  report. 

Delegate  Hobin  said  that  if  that  part  of  the  President's  re- 
port concerning  the  seceeding  unions  only  applied  to  New  Bed- 
ford he  was  in  favor  of  accepting  the  report,  as  he  believed  that 
it  was  the  only  thing  to  do. 

Delegate  Ross  raised  the  point  that  it  was  now  2.30  and  as 
that  was  the  time  set  for  the  election  of  officers  no  other  busi- 
ness was  in  order,  and  he  moved  that  the  election  of  officers  be 
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postponed  until  the  question  be  finished.    Motion  adopted. 

Delegate  Hobin  then  continued  his  argument  for  the  accept- 
ance of  the  President's  report. 

Delegates  Morgan  and  Halliwell  were  also  in  favor  of  the 
adoption  of  the  report. 

President  Golden  said  as  it  was  his  recommendation  he  was 
willing  to  give  his  reasons  for  making  the  recommendation. 

He  said  that  since  the  time  when  certain  unions  seceeded 
from  our  organization  they  had  never  hesitated  to  use  'all  kinds 
of  dirty  tactics  in  order  to  disrupt  our  organization,  they  had 
gone  into  personalities  and  had  slandered  the  names  of  the 
ofiicers  of  this  organization  on  every  opportunity. 

Delegate  Ross  spoke  at  length  on  the  conditions  as  they 
exist  in  New  Bedford. 

On  a  vote  being  taken  the  report  of  the  committee  was  ac- 
cepted by  a  vote  of  46  to  20. 

On  motion  the  election  of  officers  for  the  incoming  year  was 
taken  up. 

Delegate  Flemming  moved  that  a  committee  of  five  be  ap- 
pointed to  distribute,  sort  and  count  ballots!    Motion  adopted. 

The  President  appointed  on  that  committee  the  following 
delegates  :  Mclnerny,  Minszewski,  Harrington,  Booth  and  Gray. 

Nominations  for  President. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  placed  in  nomination  the  name  of  the 
present  incumbent,  Mr.  John  Golden. 

Delegate  McCusker  nominated  Mr.  John  H.  Kenyon. 

Delegate  Halliwell  moved  that  the  nominations  for  President 
be  now  closed  and  the  motion  was  adopted. 

Delegate  Hanley  moved  that  we  proceed  to  ballot  for  a 
President. 

Mr.  Kenyon  in  a  few  words  stated  his  position  in  the  matter. 
He  said  there  was  no  feeling  of  antagonism  on  his  part  towards 
any  one,  but  that  he  recognized  the  right  of  any  delegate  to  aspire 
to  any  position  in  the  gift  of  the  organization. 

The  Committee  on  Election  reported  the  following  as  the 
result  of  the  vote  for  President. 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast  79,  necessary  to  a  choice  40. 

President  Golden  received  55,  Mr.  Kenyon  24,  and  Mr. 


John  Golden  was  declared  elected  President  for  the  ensuing  year. 

President  Golden  tendered  his  thanks  to  the  delegates  for 
the  renewal  of  confidence  and  promised  to  give  the  best  that  was 
in  him  in  behalf  of  the  organization. 

Nominations  for  First  Vice-President. 

Delegate  Mullarkey  nominated  James  Tansey  the  present 
incumbent.  There  being  no  further  nominations,  that  nomination 
was  closed. 

Delegate  Johnson  moved  that  the  Secretary  cast  one  ballot 
for  James  Tansey  for  the  office  of  First  Vice-President. 

The  Secretary  cast  one  ballot  for  James  Tansey  as  the  unani- 
mous choice  of  the  convention  for  the  office  of  First  Vice- 
President  and  he  was  declared  elected. 

Delegate  Conboy  nominated  for  the  office  of  Second  Vice- 
President,  Mr.  Thomas  Morgan. 

Delegate  Hall  nominated  the  present  incumbent  Mr.  Tobias 
Hall. 

Delegate  Howarth  nominated  Mr.  John  H.  Kenyon.  Mr. 
Kenyon  declined. 

Delegate  Flemming  moved  the  nominations  be  closed. 
Motion  adopted. 

The  committee  on  election  reported  the  following  result  of 
the  vote  for  Second  Vice  President. 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast  77  ;  necessary  to  a  choice  39. 
Mr.  Morgan  had  46,  Mr.  Hall  29  and  Mr.  Kenyon  2. 

Mr.  Morgan  was  declared  elected  Second  Vice-President  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

Delegate  Flemming  nominated  Mr.  Albert  Hibbert  for  the 
office  of  Secretary-Treasurer.    Delegate  Bell  seconded  the  same. 

As  there  were  no  further  nominations  a  motion  to  close 
nominations  was  adopted. 

Delegate  Johnson  moved  that  the  Assistant  Secretary  cast 
one  ballot  for  Albert  Hibbert  for  the  office  of  Secretary-Treasurer. 

The  Assistant  Secretary  cast  one  ballot  for  Mr.  Hibbert,  and 
he  was  declared  elected. 

Messrs  Tansey,  Morgan  and  Hibbert  thanked  the  delegates 
for  honor  conferred  upon  them  by  electing  them  to  the  several 
offices,  and  each  for  themselves  promised  their  best  effort  for  the 
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interest  of  the  organization. 

Delegate  Ross  moved  that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed 
to  retire  and  bring  in  a  list  of  members  to  comprise  the  Execu- 
tive Council  for  the  coming  year. 

Motion  adopted. 

The  chair  appointed  the  following  delegates  to  that  commit- 
tee.   Tansey,  Flemming,  McCusker,  Van  Vliet  and  Hobin. 

Delegate  Flemming  moved  that  we  proceed  to  the  election 
of  organizer. 

Motion  adopted. 

Delegate  Ross  nominated  the  present  incumbent  Mr.  Charles 
A.  Miles.    Nomination  seconded  by  Delegate  Flemming. 

Delegate  Hanley  nominated  Mr.  Thomas  Reagan. 

Delegate  Minszewski  spoke  in  favor  of  Mr.  Miles,  and  Dele- 
gate Powers  in  favor  of  Mr.  Reagan. 

On  motion  the  nominations  were  closed. 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  organizer  was  74,  necessary 
to  a  choice  38.  Mr.  Miles  received  47,  Mr.  Reagan  27.  Mr. 
Miles  was  declared  elected  organizer  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Delegate  Miles  thanked  the  delegates  for  the  confidence  that 
the  delegates  had  manifested  by  their  votes,  and  he  promised  to 
give  his  best  effort  for  the  building  up  of  the  organization. 

Delegate  Reagan  thanked  the  delegates  for  the  support  given 
him,  at  the  same  time,  explaining  to  the  convention  his  attitude. 
There  was  no  illfeeling  on  his  part  against  Mr.  Miles. 

Mr.  Miles  then  asked  for  the  privilege  of  the  floor  for  the 
purpose  of  thanking  Brother  Reagan  for  the  very  kind  senti- 
ments expressed  towards  him. 

The  call  for  the  conventon  of  the  American  Federation  of 
lyabor  was,  on  motion  of  Delegate  Hibbert,  taken  from  the  table. 

Delegate  Conboy  moved  that  all  delegates  be  called  into  the 
hall  while  the  nominations  are  being  made. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  moved  that  we  send  two  delegates  to  the 
convention  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

Delegate  Hanley  was  in  favor  of  one  delegate  being  sent. 

The  motion  to  send  two  delegates  was  adopted. 

Delegate  Hall  nominated  Frank  McCusker. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  nominated  John  Golden. 


115 

Delegate  Hobin  nominated  Mr.  James  Starr. 

Delegate  Tansey  said  that  inasmuch  as  the  President  had 
been  sent  to  all  the  conventions  he  moved  that  Mr.  John  Golden 
be  elected  as  a  delegate  by  acclamation.  Motion  seconded  by 
Delegate  O'Donnell. 

And  on  a  vote  being  taken  the  motion  was  adopted. 

Mr.  John  Golden  was  elected  by  acclamation. 

The  Committee  on  Election  made  the  following  report  on 
the  vote  cast  for  delegate. 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast  78.  Mr.  Starr  received  38, 
Mr.  McCusker  35  and  Mrs.  Conboy  2. 

Mr.  Starr  was  declared  elected. 

Delegate  Starr  thanked  the  delegates. 

Delegate  in  a  speech  condemned  the  action  of  manufacturers 
who  resort  to  strong  arm  methods  to  prevent  the  organization  of 
Textile  Workers,  and  he  moved  that  our  delegates  to  the  con- 
vention of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  bring  such  matters 
to  the  attention  of  the  A.  F.  of  L,.  convention. 

Motion  adopted. 

The  naming  of  the  place  for  holding  the  next  convention 
was  the  next  business  to  be  considered. 

Delegate  Harrington  nominated  Philadelphia  ;  Delegate 
Hanley  nominated  Lowell ;  Delegate  Minszewski  nominated 
Springfield  ;  Delegate  Hobin  nominated  Boston  ;  Delegate  Flem- 
ming  nominated  Washington  ;  Delegate  Ross  nominated  New 
York. 

On  a  vote  being  taken  the  following  was  the  result  : 
Philadelphia  had  23,  Lowell  4,  Springfield  14,  Boston  10, 
Washington  2,  New  York  23.  There  being  a  tie  vote  betw^een 
Philadelphia  and  New  York  another  vote  was  taken  with  the  re- 
sult that  Philadelphia  had  37,  New  York  36,  and  Philadelphia 
was  selected  as  the  place  for  holding  the  next  convention. 

The  committee  selected  to  submit  a  list  of  names  to  comprise 
the  Executive  Council  for  the  coming  year  made  the  following 
report  :  James  Howarth,  loomfixer,  Fall  River,  Mass.  ;  Thomas 
O'Donnell,  mulespinner,  Fall^River,  Mass.  ;  Samuel  Ross,  mule- 
spinner,  New  Bedford,  Mass.  ;  Thomas  J.  Reagan,  weaver, 
Lowell,  Mass.  ;  John  Hobin,  loomfixer,  New  Bedford,  Mass.  ; 
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Urban  Flemming,  mulespinner,  Holyoke,  Mass.  ;  George  Van 
Vliet,  carpet  weaver,  Rifton,  N.  Y.  ;  William  Booth,  loomfixer, 
Pawtucket,  R.  I.  ;  James  Starr,  silk  warper,  Paterson,  N.  J.  ; 
Tobias  Hall,  upholstery  weaver,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  ;  William 
Mcintosh,  silk  twister,  Willimantic,  Conn.  ;  August  Christenson, 
boarder,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  ;  Frank  Baker,  carder,  Cohoes,  N. 
Y.  ;  Albert  Kolbusz,  weaver,  Thorndike,  Mass.  ;  Francis  N. 
Berry,  carder,  lyawrence,  Mass. 

Delegate  Halliwell  moved  the  report  of  the  committee  be 
accepted  and  the  list  of  names  submitted  to  the  Executive  Council 
for  the  coming  year.    Motion  adopted. 

Delegate  Hobin  moved  that  the  usual  amount  of  fo  be  paid 
to  the  Assistant  Secretary  for  services.  Delegate  Ross  moved 
to  amend  the  motion  by  striking  out  the  word  five  and  insert- 
ing seven.    On  a  vote  being  taken  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Delegate  Johnson  of  New  Bedford  moved  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  members  of  the  press.    Motion  adopted. 

Delegate  Mcintosh  of  Willimantic  thanked  the  organization 
for  the  assistance  given  the  strikers  at  Willimantic 

Delegate  Van  Vliet  also  thanked  the  organization  in  behalf 
of  the  strikers. at  Rifton. 

President  Golden  then  addressed  the  delegates  and  thanked 
them  for  the  manner  in  which  the}^  had  conducted  themselves 
during  the  convention. 

On  motion  the  Convention  adjourned  Sine  Die  to  meet  again 
on  the  third  Monday  in  October,  19 13,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 
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Meeting  of  Executive  Council. 

Meeting  of  Executive  Council  held  in  lyawrence  Hall, 
724  Washington  Street,  Boston,  Mass.,  October  26th,  191 2. 

Secretary  called  the  roll  and  all  delegates  answered  to  their 
names  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  O'Donnell,  who  was  obliged  to 
return  home  to  attend  to  the  business  of  his  local  union. 

The  Secretary  read  a  communication  that  had  been  received 
from  the  Knitters  of  Cohoes,  relative  to  a  grievance  at  the  Himes 
Underwear  Co.,  and  the  Hoff  Underwear  Co. 

President  Golden  reported  what  he  had  done  in  the  matter. 
The  matter  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Golden,  Tansey,  Miles, 
Baker,  Ross  and  Flemming. 

Referred  to  the  Emergency  Committee  for  investigation  and 
information. 

The  matter  referring  to  District  Councils  was  referred  to 
the  Emergency  Committee. 

The  question  of  supplying  a  Polish  section  in  the  Journal 
was  taken  up  and  referred  to  the  Emergency  Committee. 

The  grievance  at  West  Warren  was  next  considered  and  it 
was  voted  to  accept  the  recommendation  of  the  Grievance  Com- 
mittee that  the  President  take  up  the  matter. 

The  strike  at  Passaic  was  then  considered  and  it  was  voted 
that  a  further  grant  of  $50  be  made. 

A  communication  had  been  received  from  a  Mr.  lyUssier 
of  Lawrence,  in  which  was  advocated  the  organizing  of  an  In- 
dustrial Union  among  the  Textile  Workers  of  Lawrence,  which 
could  be  divided  along  class  lines  if  it  was  thought  advisable. 

The  matter  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Berry  and  Reagan 
and  on  motion  was  held  in  abeyance,  to  be  taken  up  by  the 
Emergency  Committee  at  the  proper  time. 

The  Emergency  Committee  was  instructed  to  place  an  or- 
ganizer in  Manchester,  N.  H. 
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The  question  of  sending  and  organizer  in  the  southern 
States  was  referred  to  the  Kniergency  Committee. 

The  resolution  referring  to  craft  unions  was  referred  to  the 
Emergency  Committee  with  the  instructions  to  investigate  and 
report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

The  matter  of  uniform  hours  in  the  Textile  Trade  was  taken 
up  for  consideration,  and  it  was  moved  that  the  officers  give 
assistance  to  all  places  possible,  where  an  effort  is  being  made  to 
reduce  the  hours  of  labor  in  the  textile  factories. 

The  resolution  referred  to  the  council  pertaining  to  the  elec- 
tion of  officers  by  referendum  vote  of  the  membership,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Emergency  Committee  with  instructions  to  investi- 
gate and  report  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  council. 

The  matter  of  placing  an  organizer  in  the  Mohawk ,  Valley, 
referred  to  the  Emergency  Committee. 

Resolution  relative  to  the  Card  Cutters'  Union  in  Paterson, 
which  was  not  affiliated  with  this  organization,  was  considered. 
It  was  the  opinion  of  Messrs  Morgan  and  Starr  that  they  could 
be  got  to  affiliate. 

The  assigning  of  Mrs.  Conboy  for  future  work  was  referred 
to  the  Emergency  Committee,  with  instructions  that  she  be  kept 
at  work  in  Scranton  and  vicinity. 

The  resolution  referring  to  the  organizing  of  the  Hosiery 
trade  was  next  taken  up.  Mr.  Christenson  spoke  on  the  matter, 
and  the  matter  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Emergency  Commit- 
tee. 

The  resolution  calling  for  more  attention  to  be  given  to  the 
unskilled  workers  was  referred  to  the  Emergency  Committee. 

A  communication  was  read  from  Eocal  Union  No.  702  of 
Philadelphia,  inquiring  as  to  t'le  attitude  of  this  organization 
towards  the  Kedwood  Dye  Works,  which  shop  had  been  finishing 
the  work  started  by  the  Ontario  Dye  Works,  where  our  mem- 
bers were  out  on  strike. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Emer- 
gency Committee. 

President  Golden  brought  up  the  question  of  having  t^e 
Constitution  printed  in  the  different  languages.  The  matter  was 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  Emergency  Committee. 
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Delegate  Hall  moved  that  the  Emergency  Committee  have 
full  power  in  the  Miles'  case. 

Speaking  on  the  motion  Mr.  Hall  said  that  he  believed  that 
it  appeared  to  him  that  something  ought  to  be  done  to  clear  up 
the  case. 

Delegate  Miles  in  answer  to  a  question,  said  that  in  his  opinion 
the  C.  L.  U.  of  Thompsonville  was  only  a  paper  organization. 

President  Golden  related  just  what  had  been  done  in  the 
matter  and  that  he  was  in  favor  of  going  the  limit  in  the  matter. 

Motion  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  Emergency  Committee  for  the  ensuing  year 
consists  of  President  Golden,  Secretary  Hibbert,  ist  Vice-Presi- 
dent Tansey,  Mr.  Ross  and  Mr.  Hobin,  with  Mr.  O'Donnell  act- 
ing as  alternate. 

Mr.  Fleming  brought  up  the  question  of  the  Trade  Journal. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  President  and  all  Organizers 
send  in  a  written  report  each  month  of  their  work. 

Motion  adopted. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  write  a  letter  to  all  the  un- 
ions asking  them  to  subscribe  to  the  Journal,  and  to  help  out  by 
sending  brief  reports  of  their  meetings. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  President,  the  Organizers  and 
all  the  members  of  the  Executive  Board  boom  the  Journal  at 
every  opportunity. 

Motion  adopted. 

President  Golden  announced  that  he  had  just  been  sum- 
moned to  appear  as  a  witness  at  the  trial  of  the  alleged  dyna- 
miters now  on  trial  at  Indianapolis. 

On  motion  the  meeting  adjourned. 


PROCEEDINGS 

 OF  THE  

FIFTEENTH  ANNUAL 
CONVENTION 


United  Textile  Workers 
— of  America  


HELD  AT  NEW  YORK  CITY,  N.  Y. 
October  18th  to  23d  Inclusive,  1915 


NOW  FOR  THE 
EIGHT  HOUR  DAY 


SECURE  IT  BY 
ORGANIZATION 


We  mean  to  make  things  over,  we're  tired  of  toil  for  naught 
But  scarce  enough  to  live^upon,  never  an  hour  for  thought. 
We  want  to  feel  the  sunshine,  we  want  to  smell  the  flowers, 
We're  sure  that  God  has  willed  it,  and  we  mean  to  have  eight  hours 
So  we're  rallying  our  forces  from  the  shipyard,  shop  and  mill 

EIGHT  HOURS  FOR  WORK 

EIGHT  HOURS  FOR  SLEEP 

EIGHT  HOURS  FOR  WHAT  YOU  WILL 

The  beasts  that  graze  the  hillsides,  the  birds  that  wander  free 

In  the  life  that  God  has  given,  have  a  better  li^e  than  we. 

Oh!  our  hands  and  hearts  are  weary  as  the  long,  long  workday  rolls 

If  life's  to  be  filled  with  drudgery,  what's  the  need  for  a  human  soul? 
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EIGHT  HOURS  FOR  WHAT  YOU  WILL 
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Monday  Morning,  October  18,  1913. 

President  Golden  in  opening  the  Convention,  addressed  those 
present  as  follows: 

Fellow  Workers: — 

We  are  now  about  to  open  the  Fifteenth  Annual  Convention  of 
the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  for  the  transaction  of  such 
business  as  may  legally  come  before  us. 

There  will  be  many  questions  to  be  discussed  and  many  problems 
to  be  solved  that  are  of  vital  import  to  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
textile  workers  throughout  our  land  both  organized  and  unorganized. 

In  discussing  these  various  subjects  I  want  to  impress  upon  the 
delegates  the  necessity  of  being  fair  and  impartial  in  debate  and 
open  minded  in  regard  to  their  attitude  upon  the  various  questions 
that  will  come  before  this  Convention. 

It  has  always  been  my  attitude  since  I  was  first  elected  your  Inter- 
national President  to  be  fair  and  impartial  in  the  conduct  of  my 
ofEce.   As  presiding  officer  I  shall  do  my  level  best  to  carry  out  this 
/  ^  policy  in  presiding  at  this  Convention,  to  give  equal  rights  to  all  and 
r  >  special  privileges  to  none  and  to  give  full  and  free  debate  on  all  ques- 

tions  that  may  come  before  this  Convention. 
^     I  now  declare  this  Convention  opened  for  business  until  all  its 
^  business  is  concluded. 

^   The  Committee  on  Credentials  will  now  report. 

Delegate  Powers  presents  the  following  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Credentials: 


Q 


Delegates  to  the  15th  Annual  Convention  U.  T.  W.  of  A. 

^  Harry  Searles,  L.  U.  479,  Amsterdam;  Joseph  A.  Bazaar,  L.  L. 
—332,  Amsterdam;  T.  F.  Murphy,  L.  U.  508,  Brooklyn;  William 
Deakin,  L.  U.  491,  Brooklyn;  Michael  Madden,  L.  U.  946,  Brook- 
^lyn;  Jules  Clement,  L.  U.  687,  Brooklyn;  Nelson  Larivee,  L.  U. 
-1  824,  Chicopee;  Mike  Tryba,  L.  U.  751,  Chicopee;  Patrick  Cooey. 
^h.  U.  713,  Cohoes;  Mary  A.  Kilfoyle,  L.  U.  899,  Cohoes;  John 
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Golden,  L.  U.  899,  Cohoes;  Jos.  R.  White,  L.  U.  499,  Cohoes; 
John  J.  Flood,  L.  U.  552,  Cohoes;  James  S.  Parsley,  L.  U.  577, 
Cohoes;  Mrs.  Mary  Jones,  L.  U.  898,  Cohoes;  Jesse  Walker,  L.  U. 
446,  Cohoes;  Martin  Clancy,  L.  U.  520,  Cohoes;  James  B.  Devery, 
L.  U.  749,  Cohoes;  James  Tansey,  L.  U.  332,  Fall  River;  Walter 
Gray,  L.  U.  736,  Holyoke;  Urban  Fleming,  L.  U.  736,  Holyoke; 
A.  T.  Harbin,  L.  U.  807,  Knoxville;  W.  F.  Statum,  L.  U.  807, 
Knoxville;  A.  T.  Bradley,  L.  U.  807,  Knoxville;  Minnie  Kelly, 
L.  U.  807,  Knoxville ;  Mary  Thompson,  L.  U.  877,  Ludlow^ ;  Annie 
Reagan,  L.  U.  26,  Lovi^ell;  Thos.  J.  Reagan,  L.  U.  26,  Lowell; 
Frank  LeClair,  L.  U.  734,  Lowell;  John  Hanley,  L.  U.  734, 
Lovirell ;  Thos.  A.  Breck,  L.  U.  787,  Maynard ;  Max  Matson,  L.  U. 
771,  Maynard;  Mrs.  Agnes  Dickie,  L.  U.  944,  Maynard;  Samuel 
Ross,  L.  U.  2,  New  Bedford;  John  Higgins,  L.  U.  2,  New  Bed- 
ford; Joseph  Harrison,  L.  U.  2,  New  Bedford;  Thomas  Murray, 
L.  U.  2,  New  Bedford;  Thomas  Blacow,  L.  U.  36,  New  Bedford; 
Robert  Metcalfe,  L.  U.  36,  New  Bedford;  Wm.  Norwood,  L.  U. 
874,  New  Bedford;  William  Limpert,  L.  U.  962,  Norristown; 
John  L.  Pomfret,  L.  U.  651,  North  Dighton;  John  Fitzpatrick, 
L.  U.  949,  Philadelphia;  Frank  McKosky,  L.  U.  706,  Philadelphia; 
Samuel  Disken,  L.  U.  726,  Philadelphia;  Edwin  S.  Turner,  L.  U. 
856,  Philadelphia;  Edward  Callaghan,  L.  U.  696,  Philadelphia; 
William  Farris,  L.  U.  696,  Philadelphia;  Horace  Wilkinson,  L.  U. 
696,  Philadelphia;  Gustave  Geiges,  L.  U.  706,  Philadelphia;  Frank 
Grafenstein,  L.  U.  706,  Philadelphia;  William  Patton,  L.  U.  706, 
Philadelphia;  Harry  Bradley,  L.  U.  825,  Philadelphia;  Charles 
Mclntyre,  L.  U.  825,  Philadelphia;  Thomas  Boylan,  L.  U.  825, 
Philadelphia;  Edwin  Mason,  L.  U.  825,  Philadelphia;  George 
Creech,  L.  U.  25,  Philadelphia;  Tobias  Hall,  L.  U.  25,  Phila- 
delphia; George  VanVleit,  L.  U.  890,  Philadelphia;  John  J. 
Thomas,  L.  U.  890,  Philadelphia;  Chas.  Dunn,  L.  U.  702,  Phila- 
delphia; James  Carney,  L.  U.  702,  Philadelphia;  William  Gory, 
L.  U.  702,  Philadelphia;  Daniel  O'Donnell,  L.  U.  702,  Phila- 
delphia; William  Taylor,  L.  U.  72,  Philadelphia;  Elizabeth  C. 
Doran,  L.  U.  956,  Philadelphia;  Arthur  McDonnell,  L.  U.  702, 
Philadelphia;  William  G.  Sherman,  L.  U.  439,  Paterson ;  R.  W. 
Chapman,  L.  U.  439,  Paterson;  James  Cusick,  L.  U.  678,  Paterson; 
James  Starr,  L.  U.  678,  Paterson;  Mabel  C.  Gilbert,  L.  U.  760, 
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Pompton  Lakes;  Thos.  F.  McMahon,  L.  U.  505,  Providence; 
Emanuel  Lavallee,  L.  U.  486,  Pawtucket;  John  H.  Powers,  L.  U. 
486,  Pawtucket;  Sara  A.  Conboy,  L.  U.  721,  Roxbury;  Mary  Kelle- 
her,  L.  U.  827,  Scranton;  Patrick  McCarthy,  L.  U.  133,  Westerly; 
Dora  Delude,  L.  U.  671,  Willimantic;  Henry  Shock,  L.  U.  630, 
Wilkes  Barre;  Thomas  Bracken,  Wappingers  Falls. 

Eighty-one  delegates  present,  representing  seven  states,  twenty- 
four  cities  and  towns. 

(Signed)  John  H.  Powers, 
George  Creech, 
Joseph  Harrison. 

President  Golden:  I  would  suggest  that  the  delegates,  in  order 
to  clear  the  atmosphere,  if  there  is  no  objection,  would  accept  the 
general  report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  minus  the  protest 
against  Delegate  Samuel  Diskin,  and  after  you  have  accepted  their 
report,  you  will  then  take  up  the  case  of  Mr.  Diskin.  1  don't  think 
we  ought  to  allow  one  case  to  hold  up  the  whole  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Credentials. 

Vice-President  Tansey,  Carders,  Fall  River:  I  move  that  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  be  accepted  and  the  case  of 
Delegate  Diskin  be  referred  for  future  action,  to  be  taken  up  imme- 
diately after  the  acceptance  of  the  report,  if  the  protesting  delegates 
so  desire.    Seconded.  Carried. 

Motion  to  accept  the  report  of  Committee  on  Credentials.  Sec- 
onded. Carried. 

Delegate  Hanley:  I  move  that  this  Convention  convene  at  9 
o'clock  each  morning  and  stay  in  Convention  until  2  in  the  after- 
noon until  the  business  of  this  Convention  is  concluded.  Seconded. 

Delegate  Clements  :  I  move  that  we  meet  from  9 :30  until  12 
and  then  in  the  afternoon.  It  is  against  all  the  principles  of  hygiene 
and  health  to  go  without  your  meals  at  regular  time.  Seconded. 

President  Golden:  We  will  first  vote  on  the  amendment. 
Amendment  lost. 

Now,  for  the  original  motion.    Motion  carried. 

The  sessions  of  this  Convention  in  the  future,  unless  otherwise 
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ordered  by  a  vote  of  the  Convention,  will  be  from  9  until  2 
continuous. 

At  1  o'clock  a  motion  was  made  to  adjourn  until  9  a.  m.  Tuesday. 


Tuesday  Morning,  October  19,  1915. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President  at  9  a.  m. 
Acting  Secretary  Conboy  read  the  following  telegram: 

Quincy,  Mass.,  October  18,  1915. 
John  Golden,  International  President, 

United  Textile  Workers'  Convention, 
Broadway  Central  Hotel,  New  lYork. 

Impossible  to  be  with  you  today.  Our  members  in  California  on 
strike  since  June  1  in  great  trade  effort  to  secure  speedy  settlement. 
Wired  me  to  go  there  immediately.  Executive  Council  meeting  on 
subject  here  today.  Sorry  am  denied  pleasure  of  attending  and 
addressing  your  convention,  for  being  able  to  participate  in  amalga- 
mation roundup  and  to  have  met  face  to  face  textile  representatives 
at  present  day  would  have  been  both  encouraging  and  inspiring. 
With  same  earnestness  as  I  had  the  honor  to  exhort  amalgamation 
and  cohesiveness,  I  now  urge  unity,  solidarity  and  progressiveness. 
Let  neither  distrust,  secession  of  any  kind,  nor  differences  about 
methods  of  organization  interfere  with  or  thwart  the  still  greater 
organization  and  full  amalgamation  of  textile  workers.  We  are 
proud  to  live  in  and  be  citizens  of  the  greatest  civilized  nation  not 
at  war  with  another  civilized  nation  and  coequally  deplore  the  un- 
warranted slaughter  of  human  beings  in  Europe.  While  yet  appre- 
ciative of  our  pacific  environments  and  of  our  great  cosmopolitan 
opportunities,  we  nevertheless  need  to  so  organize,  affiliate  and  fed- 
erate our  interests  that  the  idea  of  secession  or  even  partial  disruption 
in  any  trade  or  labor  should  be  viewed  as  moral  crimes.  With  equal 
earnestness  I  hope  your  convention  will  legislate  for  still  stronger 
unity  between  your  locals  and  your  international  office,  making  it 
possible  for  the  payment  of  higher  dues,  more  equitable  per  capita 
tax  and  which  would  return  to  members  in  increased  benefits  and 
all  making  for  the  greater  utility  and  constructiveness  of  the  Gen- 
eral Labor  Movement.      James  Duncan,  First  Vice-President. 

American  Federation  of  Labor. 
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John  Golden,  International  President, 
United  Textile  Workers*  Convention. 
On  behalf  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  I  extend  fra- 
ternal greetings  to  the  officers  and  delegates  in  convention  assembled 
and  sincerely  hope  that  the  legislation  enacted  will  prove  of  the 
highest  assistance  to  your  organization  in  promoting  the  welfare  of 
its  members  and  the  cause  of  labor  generally. 

Frank  Morrison,  Secretary, 

American  Federation  of  Labor. 


John  Golden,  International  President, 
United  Textxile  Workers'  Convention. 
The  International  Printing  Pressmen  and  Assistants'  Union  ex- 
tends sincere  well  wishes  to  your  convention  and  organization  for 
continued  advancement. 

George  L.  Berry,  President, 

International  Pressmen's  Union, 


Call  of  Roll  and  distribution  of  badges  by  Mrs.  Conboy. 

Delegate  McMahon:  I  move  that  the  delegates,  wives  and  the 
delegates'  visiting  friends  that  are  with  them  be  also  presented  with 
a  badge.    Seconded.  Carried. 

Delegate  Powers:  I  move  that  the  checking  of  the  names  with 
relation  to  the  badges  be  considered  a  roll  call.  Carried. 

President  Golden:  I  want  to  also  announce  that  the  small 
badge  that  you  have  has  been  secured  through  the  efforts  of  Delegate 
Clements  of  the  Brooklyn  Label  Weavers'  Union  as  a  sample  of 
the  work  they  do,  and  every  one  of  these  badges  has  been  woven  by 
a  man  with  a  paid-up  union  card  in  our  International  Union,  and 
they  have  sent  them  in  here  with  the  compliments  of  the  local  Label 
Weavers'  Union  of  Brooklyn  through  Brother  Clements.  I  suggest 
that  this  Convention  go  on  record  as  thanking  the  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  local  Label  Weavers*  Union  of  Brooklyn  for  the  pretty 
little  badges  they  have  sent.    Seconded.  Carried. 
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Delegate  Clements  of  Brooklyn:  On  behalf  of  Local  687,  I 
wish  to  assure  the  Convention  that  the  pleasure  was  all  ours,  and 
we  hope  to  do  a  great  deal  more  for  the  International  Union  in  the 
future. 

President  Golden:  After  considerable  deliberation  and  thought 
I  have,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  chosen  the  members  of  the  standing 
committees.    They  are  as  follows: 

President's  Report.- — Tobias  Hall,  Philadelphia;  Anna  Reagan, 
Lowell,  Mass.;  John  J.  Flood,  Cohoes  ,  N.  |Y.;  Thos.  A.  Breck, 
Maynard,  Mass. ;  William  Patton,  Philadelphia. 

Secretary's  Report. — James  Starr,  Paterson,  N.  J.;  Mrs.  M. 
Jones,  Cohoes,  N.  Y. ;  Wm.  Norwood,  New  Bedf rd,  Mass. ;  Mabel 
Gilbert,  Pompton  Lakes,  N.  J.;  John  Hanley,  Lowell,  Mass. 

Executive  Council* s  Report. — John  J.  Thomas,  Philadelphia; 
Thomas  Blacow,  New  Bedford,  Mass.;  James  Cusick,  Paterson, 
N.  J. ;  Martin  Clancy,  Cohoes,  N.  Y. ;  Harry  Bradley,  Philadelphia. 

Law. — Urban  Fleming,  Holyoke,  Mass. ;  Arthur  McDonnell, 
Philadelphia;  Patrick  Coohey,  Cohoes,  N.  Y. ;  Mary  Kelleher, 
Scranton,  Pa. ;  Thomas  McMahon,  Providence,  R.  L 

Grievances. — Charles  Mclntyre,  Philadelphia;  George  VanVleit, 
Philadelphia ;  James  Parsley,  Cohoes,  N.  Y. ;  A.  T.  Harbin,  Knox- 
ville,  Tenn. ;  James  Carney,  Philadelphia. 

Organization.— ^2ivn\xt\  Ross,  New  Bedford,  Mass.;  A.  T.  Brad- 
ley, Knoxville,  Tenn.;  Mary  Thompson,  Ludlow,  Mass.;  Dan 
O'Donnell,  Philadelphia;  Emanuel  Levalle,  Pawtucket,  R.  L 

Resolutions. — James  Tansey,  Fall  River,  Mass. ;  Jesse  Walker, 
Cohoes,  N.  Y. ;  Frank  McKosky,  Philadelphia;  Thomas  Reagan, 
Lowell,  Mass. ;  W  F.  Statum,  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

Labels. — ^Wm.  Farris,  Philadelphia;  John  Higgins,  New  Bedford, 
Mass. ;  Jules  Clement,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  Jos.  White,  Cohoes,  N.  Y. ; 
Harry  Searles,  Amsterdam,  N.  |Y.  , 
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Legislation. — Horace  Wilkinson,  Philadelphia;  Walter  Gray, 
Holyoke,  Mass.;  Emanuel  Lavalle,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.;  Nelson 
Larives,  Chicopee,  Mass.;  Michael  Madden,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

President  Golden  :  A  matter  that  I  think  we  ought  to  settle  at 
this  time  is  the  question  of  whether  we  shall  or  shall  not  admit  the 
press  to  our  conventions,  and  I  would  thank  any  delegate  for  a 
motion. 

Delegate  Hall  :  I  move  that  we  grant  the  privilege  of  our  meet- 
ings to  the  press,  not  only  to  the  New  Bedford  papers  but  any  other 
paper  that  labor  bodies  of  New  York  don't  object  to.  Seconded. 

Delegate  Patton  :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  don't  know  what  the  policy 
has  been  in  the  previous  conventions  about  admitting  the  press,  but 
personally  I  don't  think  it  is  a  good  idea.  In  fact,  I  would  be  very 
slow  at  even  inviting  visitors  to  the  Convention.  I  think  that  all 
business  that  is  done  by  this  Convention  should  be  done  only  in 
secretive  session  and  in  that  way  we  keep  our  business  right  to  our- 
selves and  it  will  be  nobody  else's  business  what  goes  on  but  our  own 
and  the  locals  which  we  represent. 

Delegate  Ross  of  New  Bedford:  I  move  to  amend  the  motion 
by  inserting  at  the  end  that  the  matter  taken  by  the  press  repre- 
•sentatives  be  censored  by  the  officers. 

Delegate  Hall:  That  is  acceptable. 

President  Golden  :  The  understanding  is  that  the  suggestion  of 
Brother  Ross  is  to  be  enforced.  I  want  to  say  this,  that  if  by  any 
chance  (I  have  had  some  experience  as  one  of  the  censors)  am^thing 
does  get  out,  don't  blame  the  censor.  You  can  see  that  nothing  gets 
out  of  here,  but  after  it  goes  out  of  here  we  are  not  very  much  in 
control  of  it.    Motion  carried. 

President  Golden:  Vice-President  Tansey  will  take  the  Chair. 
The  President  reads  his  report,  as  follows: 
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PRESIDENT'S  REPORT. 

,To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Fifteenth  Annual  Convention 
of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  greeting: 

I  hereby  respectfully  submit  my  annual  report  from  October  1st, 
1914,  to  September  30th,  1915. 

OUR  INTERNATIONAL  UNION. 

The  close  of  the  fiscal  year  of  1915  shows  the  United  Textile 
Workers  of  America  to  be  in  a  stronger  and  better  entrenched  con- 
dition than  ever  before  since  its  inception.  We  will  be  able  to  show 
a  larger  actual  per  capita  tax-paying  membership  than  ever  before; 
and  with  the  exception  of  a  few  spots  here  and  there,  where  a  few 
of  our  local  unions  do  not  seem  inclined  to  fall  in  line  with  the 
broad  and  progressive  policies  of  the  large  bulk  of  our  membership, 
there  was  never  during  my  term  of  office  as  General  President  a 
better  and  more  united  harmonious  feeling  existing  throughout  our 
entire  membership  as  exists  at  the  present  time. 

In  view  of  the  above  facts,  it  was  amusing  to  read  in  several  news- 
papers, apparently  controlled  by  employers,  that  simply  because  two 
local  Loomfixers'  unions  had  seen  fit  to  secede  from  our  Inter- 
national Union  rather  than  pay  a  decent  per  capita  tax,  the  United 
Textile  Workers  of  America,  or  rather  "Golden's  Organization," 
as  one  of  these  subsidized  press  reports  had  it,  was  about  tc  fall  to 
pieces.  No  doubt  this  was  another  case  of  "the  wijfh  being  father 
to  the  thought."  The  only  reply  necessary  to  these  wild  misstate- 
ments is  to  say  that  when  this  little  handful  of  eeceding  members 
have  passed  out  of  the  memory  of  our  trade  union  movement,  which 
they  surely  will  do  in  a  very  short  period  of  time,  our  United  Textile 
Workers  of  America  will  be  found  still  continuing  its  good  work 
of  lightening  the  burden  of  those  who  come  within  its  fold. 

Every  succeeding  year  sees  our  organization  covering  a  larger  and 
more  extensive  field,  our  local  unions  spreading  themselves  over  a 
greater  territory,  and  while  this  has  taxed  the  resources  of  our  head- 
quarters to  the  limit,  nevertheless  the  wise  move  made  in  our  last 
Convention  of  establishing  our  headquarters  in  New  York  City  on 
account  of  its  more  central  location  and  the  adoption  of  more  modern 
methods  in  the  conduct  of  affairs  at  our  new  offices  has  made  it 
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possible  to  have  the  business  of  our  International  Union  done  in  a 
more  thorough  and  efficient  manner  than  previously,  and  give  closer 
and  more  prompt  attention  to  our  local  unions. 

The  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  can  point  v^^ith  pride 
to  its  many  achievements  of  the  past;  w^here  hours  of  labor  have 
been  reduced,  w^here  visages  of  our  members  have  been  increased, 
where  unsanitary  conditions  have  been  vi^iped  out  and  clean,  healthy 
conditions  established  in  their  place;  all  these  things  have  not  been 
accomplished,  how^ever,  w^ithout  many  a  struggle  and  many  a  sacri- 
fice, and  there  is  still  a  great  vi^ork  to  be  done  in  the  textile  fields  of 
industry  w^here  are  many  thousand  little  children  yet  to  be  taken  out 
of  the  mills  and  put  in  the  school  and  the  playgrounds;  there  are 
wage  standards  that  must  of  necessity  be  raised  to  a  point  where  the 
man  with  a  family  can  support  them  in  accord  with  our  American 
ideal  of  how  a  workingman  and  his  family  should  live.  There  are 
many  thousands  of  self-supporting  women  employed  in  our  textile 
industry ;  they  must  be  able  to  earn  a  wage  that  will  make  life  worth 
living,  besides  being  able  to  lay  enough  aside  for  the  time  when  their 
earning  capacity  fails  them;  not  until  these  ideals  are  attained  can 
we  ever  feel  that  our  textile  industry,  so  far  as  it  applies  to  those 
who  supply  the  labor  power,  is  founded  upon  real  American  prin- 
ciples. There  must  be  no  turning  backward;  our  watchword  must 
be  SOLIDARITY,  NO  DIVISION  OF  OUR  FORCES,  ALL 
FOR  ONE,  ONE  FOR  ALL. 

ORGANIZATION. 

The  work  of  organizing  Textile  Workers  has  been  pushed  with 
vigor  during  the  past  year.  All  our  organizers  have  worked  hard 
and  faithfully  in  their  respective  fields  to  bring  home  the  message  of 
trade  unionism  to  the  many  thousands  of  unorganized  Textile 
Workers  with  whom  they  have  come  in  contact.  Their  reports  on 
work  actually  accomplished  in  the  field  of  their  endeavors  during 
the  year  I  know  will  be  interesting  to  the  delegates. 

There  is  a  tremendous  field  to  cover  in  the  Textile  Industry, 
larger  and  more  diversified  than  in  any  other  given  industry,  and 
there  is  no  industry  in  the  country  whose  workers  are  more  sorely 
in  need  of  organization  than  those  employed  in  the  various  branches 
of  the  Textile  Industry. 
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In  order  to  make  organization  among  the  Textile  Workers  eflEect- 
ive  and  secure  the  desired  results,  we  must  guard  against  any 
division  in  the  ranks  of  the  workers  to  be  organized.  We  must  lose 
sight  of  crafts  and  departments  and  always  bear  in  mind  that  we  are 
an  International  Union  of  United  Textile  Workers,  irrespective  of 
whether  we  work  on  the  loom,  the  frame  or  any  other  part  of  a 
textile  mill. 

I  would  strongly  urge  that  organization  work  be  also  pushed  for- 
ward among  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  non-English  speaking 
Textile  Workers,  many  of  whom  I  feel  will  make  just  as  loyal  and 
conscientious  trade  unionists  as  those  who  speak  our  language,  once 
they  are  started  out  on  the  right  lines.  The  great  evil  of  the  past 
among  these  people  has  been  that  they  have  been  made  the  prey  of 
the  demagogue  and  on  many  occasions  induced  to  join  organizations 
masquerading  under  the  guise  of  trade  unionism,  but  when  exposed 
in  their  proper  light  proved  themselves  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
revolutionary  and  unpatriotic  organizations,  preaching  to  the  rank 
and  file  nothing  but  a  doctrine  of  class  hatred,  defiance  of  the  laws 
of  our  country,  disrespect  for  our  flag  and  our  American  institu- 
tions. I  believe  it  is  our  duty  to  go  among  these  foreign-speaking 
Textile  Workers,  whom  we  have  in  such  large  numbers,  and  incul- 
cate into  their  minds  the  true  spirit  of  American  Trades  Unionism. 

Another  situation  that  shows  great  promise  for  effective  organizing 
work  is  the  Southern  Textile  field.  As  a  result  of  the  efficient  work 
of  our  organizers  in  several  Southern  States,  a  number  of  very  sub- 
stantial local  unions  have  been  organized  and  fully  established,  and 
this  in  spite  of  the  bitter  opposition  from  some  of  the  mill  officials 
and  their  open  discrimination  against  those  taking  an  active  part  in 
the  formation  of  these  new  local  unions. 

Textile  Workers  all  over  the  country  are  rapidly  awakening  to 
the  fact  that  if  they  ever  hope  to  improve  and  elevate  their  stand- 
ard of  working  conditions  they  must  emulate  the  example  of  those 
emploj^ed  in  many  other  trades,  namely,  organize  in  one  solid  organi- 
zation whereby  they  can  present  one  solid  front  in  their  fight  for 
better  conditions. 

Having  made  a  substantial  increase  in  membership  during  the 
year,  let  this  fact  spur  us  onward  to  better  and  greater  things  during 
the  coming  year.    We  must  strive  to  educate  the  unorganized  Tc3C- 
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tile  Workers  that  in  our  great  labor  movement  there  is  no  creed  or 
national  line  drawn,  that  we  know  no  North  nor  no  South,  that 
only  by  solidarity  and  a  proper  respect  for  the  rights  of  others  can 
we  hope  to  gain  the  desired  results.  In  carrying  on  the  work  of 
organization  we  have  once  more  received  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  both  morally  and  financially,  a 
large  part  of  the  organizing  expenses  having  been  defrayed  by  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  for  which  I  am  assured  that  our 
organization  is  deeply  grateful. 

TEXTILE  workers'  JOURNAL 

During  the  last  six  months  of  the  year  I  have  acted  in  the  capacity 
of  editor  of  our  official  journal;  while  openly  disagreeing  with  the 
policy  under  which  our  Journal  has  been  conducted  for  some  time 
back,  especially  in  the  methods  of  securing  advertisements,  never- 
theless I  felt  it  my  duty  to  give  my  best  services  toward  the  preser- 
vation and  successful  running  of  the  Journal  when  its  former  editor 
was  unable,  through  ill  health,  to  perform  his  duties.  I  have  endeav- 
ored to  infuse  new  life  into  its  columns,  to  place  good  educational 
reading  matter  in  its  pages  and  make  it  a  Journal  of  interest  to  our 
members.  Judging  from  the  many  favorable  comments  received  at 
the  office  I  feel  that  all  my  efforts  have  not  been  in  vain. 

I  have  many  recommendations  to  make  when  the  proper  time 
arrives  wherein  I  believe  considerable  improvement  can  be  worked 
into  the  issuance  of  our  monthly  official  Journal,  making  of  it  a 
valuable  educational  medium  for  distribution  among  our  members. 

I  also  very  quickly  discovered  after  taking  charge  of  the  journal 
that  several  fake  journals  purporting  to  be  authorized  by  our  United 
Textile  Workers  were  on  the  market,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  fleecing 
textile  manufacturing  concerns  by  securing  advertising  contracts.  We 
are  making  every  efifort  to  make  it  known  to  the  textile  manufacturers 
throughout  the  country  that  there  is  only  one  bona  fide  official  textile 
journal  on  the  market  representing  and  authorized  by  the  United 
Textile  Workers  of  America ;  namely,  "The  Textile  Worker/*  issued 
monthly  from  our  own  headquarters,  and  have  warned  textile  manu- 
facturers to  get  in  touch  with  our  headquarters  in  New  York  City 
before  paying  out  any  money  or  making  advertising  contracts  with 
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persons  representing  themselves  as  employed  by  the  United  Textile 
Workers  of  America. 

UNION  LABEL. 

Let  me  once  again  call  the  attention  of  our  members  to  the 
great  and  effective  weapon  in  the  hands  of  organized  labor  if  only 
properly  used ;  namely,  the  Union  Label.  It  has  been  the  means  of 
lifting  up  many  an  organization  of  wage  workers  to  a  high  plane; 
it  has  been  the  means  of  raising  the  whole  standard  of  conditions  for 
many  thousands  working  under  its  benighn  influences. 

We  have  quite  a  number  of  shops  manufacturing  textile  goods 
bearing  our  United  Textile  Workers'  Label,  but  there  is  still  a  large 
field  for  extending  the  scope  of  our  Label,  and  I  trust  during  the 
current  year  a  more  determined  effort  will  be  made  to  increase  the 
field  of  endeavor  in  propaganda  work  and  a  more  thorough  adver- 
tising of  our  union  label,  together  with  the  urging  of  all  our  mem- 
bers to  patronize  and  buy  to  the  fullest  extent  nothing  but  goods 
bearing  the  union  label.  By  doing  this  they  are  helping  their 
brothers  and  sisters  employed  in  the  making  of  these  labelled  goods, 
strengthening  their  own  position  at  the  same  time. 

HIGHER  DUES  AND  HIGHER  PER  CAPITA  TAX. 

Every  year  since  my  election  as  General  President  I  have  con- 
tinued to  preach  the  doctrine  of  higher  dues  in  our  local  unions,  and 
higher  per  capita  tax  in  our  International  Union.  While  I  have 
had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  our  organization  free  itself  from  the 
miserably  low  per  capita  tax  under  which  it  first  attempted  to 
operate,  I  am  not  satisfied  by  any  means  with  the  present  conditions, 
and  again  I  want  to  urge  our  local  unions  to  continue  to  advocate 
higher  dues  in  their  respective  locals,  and  again  I  want  to  impress 
upon  the  delegates  here  assembled  the  great  need  of  raising  our  per 
capita  tax,  so  that  the  progress  made  by  our  organization  in  the  past 
may  be  doubled  and  trebled  in  the  near  future,  and  this  can  most 
assuredly  be  done  with  increased  resources.  Experience  has  proven 
that  no  local  union  can  ever  hope  to  fortify  itself  against  the  forces 
of  combined  capital ;  when  the  real  struggle  comes  it  is  only  by  utiliz- 
ing all  the  forces  of  the  labor  movement  that  organized  capital  can 
be  met ;  nevertheless,  we  still  find  local  union  officials  here  and  there 
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preaching  the  doctrine  exploded  many  years  ago,  namely,  "We  don't 
need  the  assistance  of  any  International  Union ;  we  can  get  along 
without  holding  anything  in  common  with  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor."  One  of  the  striking  features  of  this  kind  of  attitude 
on  the  part  of  some  local  labor  officials  is  the  fact  that  in  the  large 
majority  of  cases  it  emanates  from  local  unions  connected  with  those 
trades  which  are  the  poorest  organized,  and  as  a  consequence  need 
the  assistance  and  co-operation  of  the  rest  of  the  trade  union  move- 
ment most. 

We  must  not  look  at  this  question  from  any  selfish  standpoint 
such  as  wishing  to  hoard  several  thousands  of  dollars  in  our  local 
treasuries,  when  such  funds  might  be  well  spent  in  the  work  of 
building  up  our  forces  in  other  places  which  as  a  result  of  no 
organization  are  working  under  a  low  standard  of  conditions;  this 
subject  must  be  dealt  with  in  a  broad-minded  spirit  as  well  befits 
the  men  and  women  of  organized  labor.  Let  us  never  lose  sight  of 
the  fact  that  today  there  are  many  thousands  of  men,  women  and 
children  working  in  our  Textile  Industry,  some  of  them  under  condi- 
tions that  are  a  disgrace  to  twentieth  century  civilization  so  far  as 
long  hours  of  labor  and  meagre  wages  are  concerned.  Let  us  also  con- 
sider how  impossible  it  is  to  better  our  own  working  conditions 
while  this  great  loadstone  of  thousands  of  unorganized  Textile 
Workers  hangs  around  our  necks.  Let  that  progressive  and  unselfish 
spirit  which  is  gradually  growing  stronger  in  our  organization  year 
by  year  manifest  itself  in  this  memorable  convention,  to  the  end 
that  each  delegate  will  resolve  to  go  back  to  his  or  her  local  union 
thoroughly  imbued  with  the  determination  to  display  a  more  gen- 
erous and  liberal  spirit  in  the  matter  of  financing  their  local  unions, 
and  above  all  to  impress  upon  the  membership  of  their  respective 
local  unions  the  great  necessity  of  placing  more  financial  resources 
in  the  hands  of  their  International  Union  so  that  still  greater  results 
may  be  obtained  in  the  bringing  about  of  a  greater  and  bigger 
organization  of  Textile  Workers  all  over  the  country,  besides  build- 
ing up  a  fund  that  will  prove  adequate  to  cope  with  the  forces  of 
organized  capital. 

I  sincerely  trust  that  this  Convention  will  take  some  decided  action 
on  this  all-important  subject  so  that  the  financial  resources  of  our 
International  Union  will  be  considerably  strengthened. 
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SECESSION. 

The  history  of  every  National  Union  will  show  that  at  some  stage 
of  its  career,  nearly  always  when  it  has  more  than  justified  its  exist- 
ence, it  has  to  face  a  movement  of  secession  on  the  part  of  some  of 
its  non-progressive  local  unions. 

Now,  any  student  of  the  Organized  Labor  Movement  can  argue 
the  feasibility  of  splitting  up  any  given  industry  into  several  parts, 
and  to  organize  them  along  special  craft  lines,  especially  in  this  age 
of  industrial  development,  is  beyond  my  comprehension. 

Employers  of  labor  are  more  thoroughly  organized  today  than 
ever  before.  Those  in  the  Textile  Industry  are  no  exception  to  the 
rule.  Yet  in  the  face  of  all  these  facts  we  still  meet  with  the  local 
labor  union  official  who  imagines  the  whole  labor  movement  of  the 
country  circles  around  his  little  local  union,  and  as  a  consequence 
spends*  practically  the  whole  of  his  time  advocating  craft  organiza- 
tion, which  went  out  of  existence  more  than  twenty  years  ago  as  a 
factor  in  the  industrial  world,  with  the  advent  of  the  trusts,  com- 
binations and  employers*  associations. 

The  American  Federation  of  Labor  has  taken  a  decided  stand 
against  the  local  union  that  secedes  from  its  recognized  Interna- 
tional or  National  Union.  Its  law  on  this  matter  is  clear  and  to 
the  point.  It  provides  that  no  State  Branch,  no  Central  Labor 
Union  nor  any  Trades  Council  affiliated  with  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  shall  allow  delegates  from  seceding  unions  to  be 
seated  in  their  meetings,  under  penalty  of  revocation  of  their  charter, 
and  in  no  instance  has  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  ever  hesi- 
tated to  put  this  law  into  effect  immediately  the  protest  came  from 
an  International  Union. 

Only  a  few  months  ago  the  Executive  Council  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  issued  the  following  declaration,  in  connection 
with  the  secession  movement  in  one  of  its  affiliated  International 
Unions: 

"The  Labor  Movement  of  America  is  large,  influential,  compre- 
hensive and  powerful.  This  continent  of  ours  is  also  large  and 
extensive,  but  in  all  of  the  continent  there  is  no  place  for  two  rival, 
hostile  organizations  of  labor.  Secession  is  intolerable  and  must  be 
frowned  down  upon.    Secession  and  division  mean  playing  into  the 
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hands  of  labor's  common  enemy,  frittering  away  the  rights  and 
interests  of  the  toilers." 

The  labor  tinion  official  who  advocates  secession,  providing  he 
is  a  student  of  the  labor  movement,  knows  that  everyone  of  the 
above  declarations  is  true  to  the  fullest  extent.  But  the  great 
trouble  with  this  class  of  trade  union  officials  is  that  the  extent  of 
their  knowledge  of  the  trade  union  never  extends  further  than  the 
confines  of  their  own  particular  local  union. 

History  has  again  repeated  itself  within  the  last  few  months  in 
regard  to  these  so-called  "alliances,"  "federations,"  etc.,  in  the  fate 
of  the  organization  known  as  the  Loom  Fixers'  Alliance,  which 
practically  speaking  is  now  a  thing  of  the  past.  Just  as  long  as  this 
Alliance  remained  within  the  folds  of  the  legitimate  trade  union 
movement,  it  was  able  to  live  and  in  some  instances  has  performed 
good  work  in  conjunction  with  our  United  Textile  Workers  of 
America  in  several  strike  situations.  The  moment,  however,  that 
the  spirit  of  secession  manifested  itself  in  one  or  two  of  its  affiliated 
locals,  the  death-knell  of  this  Loom  Fixers'  Alliance  was  sounded, 
with  the  result  that  the  progressive  local  unions  who  were  part  of  it, 
have  withdrawn  from  the  Alliance  and  remained  loyal  to  our  Inter- 
national Union,  while  some  two  or  three  local  unions  who  have  been 
noted  for  their  lack  of  progressiveness  are  making  desperate  efforts 
to  maintain  the  Alliance  which,  even  should  they  succeed  in  so  doing, 
would  be  of  very  little  value  to  them  under  present  conditions. 

No  movement  started  out  on  a  reactionary  and  retrogressive  policy 
can  ever  hope  to  succeed.  The  evil  consequences,  however,  do  not 
strike  at  those  in  a  paid  official  position — it  is  the  rank  and  file  of 
the  members  of  the  organization  who  are  the  real  sufferers.  Nothing 
can  please  the  organized  employers  better  than  to  see  the  trade  union 
movement  weakened  by  those  who  would  split  it  asunder  by  secession. 
Employers  are  bound  to  take  advantage  of  the  isolated  position  in 
which  an  organized  body  of  workers  place  themselves  when  they  tear 
themselves  apart  from  their  recognized  International  Union,  and  it 
is  well  known  they  have  done  so  in  some  instances.  For  proof  of 
this,  wc  need  look  no  further  than  to  the  condition  of  the  Textile 
Workers  in  the  largest  cotton  manufacturing  city  in  New  England, 
the  city  where  the  secession  movement  first  started.  And  what  do 
we  find?    Take  the  largest  deaprtment;  namely,  Weaving.    It  can 
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easily  be  proven  that  the  average  wages  earned  by  the  workers  in 
this  particular  department  are  of  a  lower  standard  than  those  earned 
in  any  other  part  of  New  England,  even  in  those  places  where  no 
kind  of  an  organization  exists.  No  better  evidence  as  to  the  folly 
of  secession  and  absolute  dependence  on  craft  unionism  is  needed 
than  this.  Sooner  or  later  the  rank  and  file  of  the  workers  are  sure 
to  awaken  to  the  folly  of  following  the  advice  of  the  nearsighted 
labor  union  official  who  does  not  keep  pace  with  the  times,  and  who 
does  not  realize  the  broad-mindedness  of  our  American  labor 
movement. 

I  would  strongly  recommend  to  the  Delegates  to  this  Convention 
that  steps  be  taken  to  send  organizers  into  these  districts  to  carry 
the  message  of  truth  and  hope  to  the  many  housands  of  unorganized 
workers  in  these  cities  of  overworked,  underpaid  operatives  will 
neither  be  left  to  the  mercy  of  any  employer  who  might  wish  to  take 
advantage  of  their  defenseless  position,  nor  to  the  so-called  union 
leader  who  is  trying  to  institute  policies  that  are  a  quarter  of  a 
century  behind  the  times. 

AN  EIGHT-HOUR  WORKDAY  FOR  ALL  TEXTILE  WORKERS. 

1  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  time  is  how  ripe  for  the  starting  of 
a  movement  among  the  Textile  Workers  all  over  the  country  for 
an  eight-hour  workday.  Surely  no  sane  person  will  attempt  to  argue 
that  eight  hours  is  not  long  enough  for  anyone,  especially  women 
and  children,  to  be  confined  in  a  textile  mill  in  any  one  day;  surely 
no  right-minded  person  will  attempt  to  argue  that  if  eight  hours  a 
day  is  long  enough  for  men  who  work  in  the  open,  it  is  also  long 
enough  to  labor  between  the  four  walls  of  a  textile  mill,  where  sun- 
light and  fresh  air  seldom  penetrate. 

We  have  made  some  progress  in  reducing  the  hours  of  labor  in  the 
Textile  Industry  by  legislation  in  the  various  States ;  the  next  session 
of  Congress  will  be  called  upon  to  pass  a  Federal  Bill  dealing  with 
Child  Labor,  and  may  be  called  upon  to  act  on  a  Bill  to  make  uni- 
form the  hours  of  labor  of  women  and  minors ;  but  to  my  mind,  and 
judging  from  past  experience,  waiting  for  favorable  legislation  on 
these  subjects  is  very  slow  work,  either  in  the  State  or  in  the  Nation. 
Experience  has  amply  demonstrated  that  the  surest,  quickest  and  most 
effective  way  to  secure  reductions  in  the  hours  of  labor,  or  any  other 
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of  the  rights  of  the  workers,  is  by  thoroughly  organizing  our  forces, 
to  the  end  that  we  may  place  ourselves  in  a  position  to  enable  every 
Textile  Worker  in  the  country  to  say  to  their  employer,  "I  am  will- 
ing to  work  for  you  eight  hours  a  day,  providing  we  can  agree  on 
the  price  of  my  labor;  the  other  sixteen  belong  to  me  for  rest, 
recreation  an  deducation." 

The  lack  of  fresh  air  and  sunshine  demands  an  eight-hour  day  for 
all  Textile  Workers;  the  tremendous  and  ever-increasing  speed  of 
textile  machinery  demands  an  eight-hour  day ;  the  strain  under  which 
thousands  of  women  and  children  are  compelled  to  work,  at  occupa- 
tions where  the  work  is  simply  that  of  repetition,  where  they  are 
bound  to  the  one  machine,  as  it  were,  for  an  eternity,  demands  an 
eight-hour  day. 

Let  us  not  wait  any  longer  for  the  politician  to  make  up  his  mind 
when  he  intends  to  move.  Let  the  Textile  Workers  move  for  them- 
selves, first  by  joining  their  organization,  and  then,  with  an  organi- 
zation of  Textile  Workers  whose  strength  and  solidarity  could  not 
be  questioned,  follow  the  example  of  the  men  and  women  in  some 
of  the  other  organized  industries,  and  demand  what  they  are  justly 
entitled  to,  namely,  an  eight-hour  workday  and  a  fair  rate  of  wages 
— public  opinion  would  undoubtedly  be  on  their  side. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  conclusion  let  me  impress  upon  the  mind  of  every  delegate  to 
this  Convention  the  responsibility  that  rests  upon  therii  to  use  their 
very  best  and  most  impartial  judgment  on  the  many  quesions  that 
will  come  up  for  discussion;  be  fair  and  impersonal  in  your  argu- 
ments, so  that  every  question  brought  before  this  body  will  be  de- 
cided after  all  the  light  possible  has  been  given  to  it. 

Remember  that  besides  the  many  thousands  of  organized  Textile 
Workers  whom  you  are  here  to  officially  represent,  there  are  many 
more  thousands  of  unorganized  Textile  Workers  who  are  looking 
forward  to  the  work  of  this  Convention.  Let  us  bring  to  them  a 
message  of  hope  and  encouragement  to  join  the  army  of  organized 
workers,  to  no  longer  remain  unorganized  and  a  millstone  around 
the  necks  of  those  giving  their  best  efforts  toward  lightening  the 
burden  of  the  Textile  Workers  throughout  the  whole  country;  let 
our  deliberations  be  based  on  the  broad  principles  of  fraternity,  unity 
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and  solidarity,  so  that  when  we  leave  this  Convention  to  return  back 
to  our  homes  and  to  those  we  hold  most  dear  in  life,  many  of  whom 
in  later  life  must  take  our  place  on  the  industrial  field,  we  will  do 
so,  more  determined  than  ever  to  bring  about  the  industrial  emanci- 
pation of  every  Textile  Worker  in  this  broad  land  of  ours. 

Let  me  take  this  opportunity,  before  finally  closing  my  report,  to 
extend  my  deepest  gratitude  to  all  those  officials  and  members  of 
our  International  Union,  with  whom  I  have  come  in  contact  in  the 
performance  of  official  duties  during  the  year,  for  the  kindly  con- 
sideration and  co-operation  I  have  received  at  their  hands.  From 
the  first  year  I  was  honored  with  the  election  as  General  President 
of  Our  International  Union  down  to  the  present  time  I  have  given 
the  best  there  was  in  me  in  an  honest  effort  to  perform  my  duties 
in  a  fair,  honest  and  impartial  manner,  and  if  perchance  I  have  dif- 
fered with  some  of  my  colleagues,  it  has  always  been  an  honest 
difference  of  opinion,  with  the  sole  object  of  promoting  the  best 
interest  of  our  International  Union  and  all  its  members. 

Fraternally  yours, 

(Signed)  John  Golden,  International  President, 

United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 

Applause. 

Delegate  Flood:  I  move  that  the  President's  Report  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  President's  Report.  Seconded  and 
unanimously  carried,  and  so  referred. 
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REPORT  OF  SECRETARY-TREASURER. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  Fifteenth  Annual  Convention 
of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  greeting: 

New  York,  October  18,  1915. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  for  the  past  year  will  be  made  in  two 
sections;  that  is,  the  first  section  from  October  1st,  1914,  to  March 
20,  1915,  under  the  administration  of  Secretary  Hibbert;  the  second 
part  from  March  20,  1915,  to  September  30,  1915,  under  the  admin- 
istration of  President  Golden,  when  by  unanimous  vote  of  the 
Emergency  Committee  I  was  appointed  Acting  Secretary. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  there  has  been  another  secession 
movement  in  the  organization,  somewhat  similar  to  the  one  of  a  few 
years  ago,  but  of  a  much  more  significant  character,  the  following 
report  will  show  a  larger  increase  in  actual  membership,  and  a  far 
more  substantial  increase  from  a  financial  standpoint,  than  ever 
could  be  reported  before  in  the  history  of  our  organization.  The 
increase,  both  numerically  and  financially,  is  more  marked  from  the 
beginning  of  the  last  six  months  of  the  fiscal  year. 

I  would  especially  call  the  attention  of  the  delegates  to  this  Con- 
vention, and  our  membership  at  large,  to  the  rapid  strides  made  in 
the  Southern  states,  which  will  verify  the  opinion  I  have  often  ex- 
pressed that  the  South  offers  a  wide  field  for  organizing  and  propa- 
ganda work,  which  I  trust  will  be  favorably  considered  at  this  con- 
vention. For  instance,  as  an  example  of  what  may  be  accomplished 
in  the  South  providing  the  proper  methods  are  adopted,  let  us  glance 
at  what  has  been  accomplished  in  one  certain  section  of  the  Piedmont 
District  in  South  Carolina,  heretofore  known  as  being  verj'  an- 
tagonistic to  organized  labor.  In  a  comparatively  short  space  of  time, 
four  local  unions  have  been  established  with  a  combined  paid-up 
membership  of  over  twelve  hundred  and  with  great  possibilities  of 
further  increases  in  the  near  future.  There  is  no  reason  why  this 
cannot  be  duplicated  in  the  near  future.  There  is  no  reason  why 
this  cannot  be  duplicated  in  many  other  parts  of  the  South. 

The  American  Federation  of  Labor  has  once  more  generously 
co-operated  with  our  International  Union  in  assisting  both  morally 
and  financially  in  the  strenuous  organizing  campaign  that  has  been 
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waged  throughout  the  year,  and  I  feel  that  the  deepest  gratitude  of 
this  Convention,  representing  as  it  does  so  many  different  sections  of 
our  country,  should  be  given  to  them  for  the  way  they  have  co- 
operated with  our  International  Union  year  after  year  in  helping  to 
organize  the  unorganized  workers. 

For  example,  we  paid  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  the 
sum  of  $1,749.50  for  per  capita  tax  during  the  year. 

They  assisted  in  paying  organizers  to  the  extent  of  $4725.35  thus 
paying  into  our  International  Treasury  $2975.85  more  than  they  re- 
ceived from  them  for  per  capita  tax. 

I  trust  this  work  of  organizing  the  unorganized  textile  workers  of 
our  country  will  be  pushed  forth  with  vigor  and  energy  during  the 
coming  year,  as  I  am  firmly  convinced  that  the  time  for  organizing 
the  unorganized  is  NOW  ! 

During  my  short  time  as  Acting  Secretary,  acting  in  co-operation 
with  General  President  Golden,  many  improvements  have  been  made 
in  the  office  and  a  splendid  system  for  the  performance  for  the  office 
duties  instituted.  A  new  safe  has  been  added  and  a  splendid  filing 
system  placed  in  the  office,  where  every  member  of  our  International 
Union  will  be  recorded. 

While  it  is  now  in  fairly  good  condition  I  have  not  had  the  time 
to  perfect  it,  but  in  a  short  period  of  time  the  United  Textile 
Workers  will  be  in  possession  of  an  up-to-date  office  as  good  as  any 
in  existence  for  the  size  of  its  union. 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  most  sincerely  the  Sec- 
retaries of  the  different  organizations  who  have  co-operated  with  me 
during  my  time  in  the  office.  I  know  the  task  of  sending  in  a  list 
of  names  was  a  strenuous  one,  but  in  almost  every  instance  met  with 
immediate  response. 

I  wish  to  recommend  to  this  Convention  that  they  take  some  action- 
toward  having  the  Secretaries  sending  in  a  list  of  their  members  in 
good  standing  at  the  beginning  of  each  quarter.  This  will  greatly 
facilitate  the  work  in  the  office. 

During  the  year  there  were  paid  out  for  death  benefits  a  total  of 
$3,300.  I  believe  it  is  imperative  that  the  delegates  to  this  Con- 
vention should  seriously  consider  providing  ways  and  means  to  meet 
the  heavy  expenditures  that  are  bound  to  accrue  for  future  death  bene- 
fits; for  instance,  just  consider  that  all  new  members  joining  our 
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organization  would  have  to  pay  a  tax  of  twenty  cents  per  month  for 
a  period  of  twenty  years  and  ten  months  before  paying  in  sufficient  to 
cover  their  funeral  benefits  alone.  This  is  a  risk  that  no  insurance 
company  in  the  country  would  take  for  double  the  amount  of 
premiums. 

The  following  are  the  financial  Receipts  and  Expenditures  from 
October  1st,  1914  to  March  20,  1915  inclusive: 

RECEIPTS. 
From  October  1,  1914  to  March  20,  1915. 


1914. 

Oct  1    Balance  on  hand   $1,253.17 

Per  Capita  Tax  20c.  Unions   15,970.82 

Initiation  Fees    455.20 

Per  Capita  Tax  15c.  Unions   846.85 

Supplies   63.52 

Donations — ^Atlanta  Strike    6,980.66 

Labels   192.85 

Journal   135.45 

Due  Stamps    36.00 

Charter  Fees   100.00 

Assessments  (856  Phila.)   7.00 

Buttons  .   28.60 

Mary  Kelleher  From  A.  F.  of  L   917.45 

Thos.  McMahon  From  A.  F.  of  L   873.45 

E.  Sicard  From  A.  F.  of  L   532.38 

B.  F.  Mclntyre  From  A.  F.  of  L   605.65 

J.  Agurkis  From  A.  F.  of  L   318.55 

S.  Diskin  From  A.  F.  of  L   543.02 

Collections  at  Convention   83.00 

Chas.  Miles— From  Rome   50.00 

Arthur  McDonnell    100.00 

Sara  Conboy — Sale  of  Photo's   16.35 

L.  U.  877— Left  in  Treasury   50.00 

Sale  of  desks  and  chairs   38.40 

Total    $30,198.07 

99.42 

Mar.  20,  1915  Overdrawn                              99.42  $30297^ 

Checks  drawn  by  Secy.-Treas  Hibbert  $512.97  612.39 

$30909788 
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RECEIPTS. 
From  March  20,  1915  to  September  30,  1915.  * 


Mar.  20  Balance  on  hand   $  612.39 

Per  Capita  Tax  20c.  Unions   17,154.90 

Initiation  Fees    1,299.05 

Mary  Kelleher  Payment  on  Loan   25.00 

Atlanta  Strike  Donations    104.59 

Charter  Fees    210.00 

Labels   145.00 

Per  Capita  Tax  15c.  Unions   1,866.30 

From  A.  F.  of  L.  for  Mary  Kelleher   934.85 

Supplies   114.22 

Due  Stamps    53.50 

Journal   339.55 

Telegrams,  Telephones   2.46 

Loan   500.00 


$23,361.81 

Memo — Checks  Paid  by  Secretary-Treasurer  Hibbert. 
1914 

Oct.  30  Check  No.  407— Borden,  Gourney,  Kendell.  .  $39.80 

Nov.  28      "  No.    42— B.  J.  Flanagan   56.00 

Dec.    4       "  No.  64— Tobias  Hall    15.00 

"     7       "  No.    73— Geo.  Hindle    87.50 

"    21       "  No.  132— Jno.  Westall    29.00 

"  31  "  No.  167— Borden,  Gourney,  Kendall..  6.75 
1915 

Jan.  2         "  No.  171— A.  P.  Gorman   23.90 

Jan.  4         "  No.  184— A.  P.  Gorman   11.80 

Mar.  20     "  No.  120— Albert  Hibbert    140.00 


$409.75 
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PAYMENTS. 
From  October  1,  1914  to  March  20,  1915. 


Stenographers'  Salaries    $475.33 

A.  F.  of  L.  Taxes   802.00 

Stamps   208.30 

Secretary's  Expense    239.02 

Jesse  Walker  Expense   13.25 

Nellie  Kelleher  Expense   294.00 

Nellie  Murphy  Expense   375.00 

Sam'l  Diskin  Expense    571.35 

Jos.  Agurkis  Expense   279.70 

B.  F.  Mclntyre  Expense   535.00 

Sam'l  Sicard  Expense   536.98 

Thos.  McMahon  Expense   549.86 

Emergency  Committee  Expense   236.90 

Executive  Council  Expense .  i   533.80 

Journal   765.12 

Office  Expense   301.23 

Attending  Grievances    50.76 

Labels   150.00 

Jno.  Golden  Expense   761.96 

Organizing  &  Assisting   62.61 

Expressage   12.70 

Atlanta  Strike  Expense   4,000.99 

Printing   530.08 

Janitor  Service    16.00 

Miscellaneous   685.44 

Lenoir  City  Strike  Expense   275.00 

Rent   236.18 

Jno.  Golden's  Salary    499.98 

Telephone,  Telegrams    131.59 

Seals  &  Buttons   87.77 

Secretary's  Salary    491.69 

J.  T.  Reagan  Expense   338.46 

J.  T.  Reagan  Salary   219.06 

J.  H.  Powers  Expense   302.58 

S.  A.  Conboys  Expense   517.62 
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Mary  Kelleher's  Expense   903.87 

C.  A.  Miles  Expense   237.42 

C.  A.  Miles  Salary   117.59 

Death  Benefits    1,300.00 

Strike  Benefits   11,651.30 


Total  $30,297.49 

Balance  in  Broadway  Trust  Co   612.39 


$30,909.88 

PAYMENTS. 

From  March  20,  1915  to  September  30,  1915. 

Strike  Donations    $2,673.15 

Strike  Pay   1,424.00 

Miscellaneous  Expense   585.64 

Organizing,  Assisting    159.92 

Printing,  Publishing    1,055.18 

Telegrams,  Telephones    132.05 

Postage   239.13 

Buttons,  Pins   39.11 

Seals   39.50 

Express   7.33 

Janitor   48.00 

Rent   330.00 

Legal  Expense    185.00 

Safe   150.00 

Loan   500.00 

Jesse  Walker  Expense   586.45 

J.  H.  Powers  Expense   383.38 

T.  J.  Reagan  Salary.   476.64 

T.  J.  Reagan  Expense   694.64 

Thos.  McMahon  Expense    988.25 

Mary  Kelleher  Expense   1,031.60 

S.  A.  Conboy  Expense   634.29 

Nellie  Murphy  Expense   210.00 

Nellie  Kelleher  Expense   180.00 
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John  Golden  Salary   499.98 

John  Golden  Expense   640.29 

Secretary's  Salary    332.32 

Secretary's  Expense    34.10 

Stenographers'  Salaries    600.00 

Per  Capita  A.  F.  of  L   947.50 

Emergency  Committee  Expense   337.28 

Death  Benefits   2,000.00 

Executive  Council  Expense   291.80 


$18,437.53 

Balance  in  Broadway  Trust  Co   4,924.28 


$23,361.81 

RECAPITULATION. 

1914. 

Oct  1    Balance  on  Hand    $1,253.17 

RECEIPTS. 

Per  Capita,  20c  Unions   $33,130.72 

Per  Capita,  15c  Unions   2,713.15 

Initiation  Fees    1,754.25 

Charter  Fees    310.00 

Donations  to  Atlanta  Strike....  7,168.25 

From  A.  F.  of  L.  for  Organizing  4,725.35 

Labels    332.85 

Printing  and  Publishing    474.70 

Supplies    295.84 

Loan   ,   500.00 

Miscellaneous    289.21 


1915. 


Checks  Drawn  by  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer Hibbert     512.97  $612.39 


52,306.71 


Total 


$53,559.88 
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EXPE^rDITURES. 


Stenographers'  Salaries    $  1,075.33 

Per  Capita  to  A.  F.  of  L.  ...  1,749.50 

Secretary's  Expenses    273.12 

Secretary's  Salary    825.01 

Organizers'  Expenses    10,976.99 

Emergency  Comm.  Expenses  .  574.18 

Executive  Council  Expenses.  .  825.60 

John  Golden 's  Expenses   1,402.25 

John  Golden 's  Salary   999.96 

Organizing  and  Assisting. . .  .  222.53 

Paid  Out  for  Strike  Benefits.  20,024.44 

Attending  Grievances    50.76 

Labels    150.00 

Death  Benefits    3,300.00 

Office  Expense    301.23 

Printing  and  Publishing  ....  2,350.38 

Postage  Stamps    447.43 

Rent    566.18 

Janitor  Service    64.00 

Telephones  and  Telegrams.  . .  263.64 

Expressage    20.03 

Buttons,  pins  and  seals   166.38 

Safe    $150.00 

Loan    500.00 

Legal  Service                 185.00  835.00 

Miscellaneous  Expenses    1,271.08 


Total   $48,735.02 

1915. 

Sept.  30      Balance  in  Broadway 

Trust  Co  $4,924.28 

Less  Overdraft  ....      99.42  4,824.86 

 $53,559.88 


Balance  in  Broadway  Trust  Co.  as  per  Bank 

Statement  October  1,  1915   $  5,216.73 
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I  wish  to  thank  the  General  President,  the  Officers  of  the  different 
local  unions  and  the  organizers  for  the  valuable  help  they  have  given 
me  during  the  period  which  I  have  been  acting  as  Secretary  of  the 
International  Union. 

Paternally  submitted, 

Sara  A.  Con  boy, 
Acting  Secretary-Treasurer. 

Delegate  Hall  asked  some  questions  as  to  the  system  of  paying 
those  organizers  who  were  being  partly  supported  by  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor. 

President  Golden  answered  these  questions  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 

Delegate  Sherman  moved  that  that  part  of  the  report  under  the 
caption  of  the  Secretary  report  be  referred  to  Committee  on  Secre- 
tary's Report  and  the  Treasurer  be  referred  to  the  Auditing  Com- 
mittee. 

Delegate  Hall:  There  are  times  and  conditions  that  cause  the 
delegates  to  be  a  little  late  and  I  think  we  ought  to  have  a  rule  to 
call  the  roll,  say,  at  nine-thirty,  and  anyone  after  that  coming  in 
should  be  recorded  as  an  absentee  on  the  record.  I  believe  that 
would  be  a  good  idea,  unless  they  have  a  satisfactory  excuse,  so  that 
the  local  organization,  in  looking  up  the  records  of  a  Convention,  will 
see  whether  the  delegates  attended  to  their  business  or  not.  And  if 
I  am  permitted  to  make  that  as  a  motion.  Seconded. 

Delegates  Fleming  and  Larraby  opposed  the  motion  on  the 
grounds  that  it  would  encourage  tardiness. 

Delegate  Hall  called  for  a  division.  Those  in  favor  of  the  mo- 
tion 26,  those  apposed  37.   The  motion  was  declared  lost. 

Delegate  Hall  of  Philadelphia:  I  believe  it  has  been  the  ex- 
perience of  the  past  that  we  have  a  limited  time  set  for  debate  for 
each  speaker.  Now  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  set  a  time  before  dis- 
cussion becomes  heated,  which  it  will  be  no  doubt  later  on.  Of 
course,  this  is  a  tentative  motion  that  I  propose  to  make.    It  can  be 
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altered  or  amended  to  suit  the  Convention.  It  is  not  steel  bound. 
I  move  that  the  time  be  not  longer  than  ten  minutes  for  each  speaker. 

President  Golden  :  I  would  like  to  remind  the  mover  of  the 
motion  that  you  have  a  law  bearing  on  that  which  has  never  been 
rescinded.  "Rules  of  Order,  Page  18,  7th  Clause:  A  delegate  shall 
not  speak  more  than  once  on  the  same  subject  or  question  until  all 
who  wish  to  speak  shall  have  had  an  opportunity  to  do  so — no  more 
than  twice  without  permission  from  the  Convention  and  no  longer 
than  five  minutes  at  one  time,  except  the  mover  of  the  motion,  who 
shall  be  allowed  ten  minutes  to  relpy."  Motion  declared  out  of 
order. 

General  Organizer  Daniel  Whelan  of  the  Boot  and  Shoe  Workers 
Internatinal  Union  addressed  the  Convention  on  the  subject  of  the 
union  label  and  strongly  urged  the  delegates  when  making  pur- 
chases to  buy  nothing  but  goods  bearing  the  union  label  whenever 
possible  to  do  so.  A  rising  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  Brother 
Whelan  for  his  splendid  address. 

Delegate  Tansey:  I  move  that  ten  o'clock  tomorrow  (Wed- 
nesday) be  the  hour  at  which  the  resolutions  be  submitted.  In  the 
event  of -any  resolution  being  submitted  after  that  time,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  have  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Convention  before 
being  considered. 

Delegate  Hall  of  Philadelphia:  Unanimous  consent  is  a  dan- 
gerous precedent  to  establish.  If  I  desired  to  be  an  obstructionist, 
I  could  object  to  any  resolution  coming  in  and  that  would  end  it. 
That  is  a  bad  business  and  it  it  isn't  democracy.  I  believe  that  this 
Convention  should  be  broad  enough  to  permit  anything  within  reason 
to  come  into  the  Convention  at  any  time.  Some  delegation  might 
bring  in  a  resolution  at  the  eleventh  hour  that  might  be  of  vital 
importance,  but  if  you  pass  this  resolution  in  regard  to  limiting  the 
time  when  resolutions  shall  be  brought  in,  that  is,  limiting  it  so  that 
one  objector  can  interfere  with  that  work,  you  are  going  to  do  some- 
thing that  you  will  regret  before  this  Convention  is  over  and  I  hope 
the  motion  won't  prevail.  I  am  not  going  to  make  a  motion  but  I 
suggest  that  if  a  majority  agree,  any  motion  may  be  brought  before 
this  Body. 


UNITED  TEXTILE  WORKERS  OF  AMERICA 


31 


Vice-President  Tansey  :  To  remove  from  the  mind  of  any  dele- 
gate here  who  might  think  that  there  was  some  motive  behind  the 
motion,  I  will  move  you,  Mr.  President,  that  in  the  event  of  a  cir- 
cumstance arising  in  which  it  is  imperative  that  this  Convention 
should  reconsider  a  resolution  that  it  be  decided  by  a  majority  vote. 
Seconded.  Carried. 

Wednesday  Morning,  October  20,  1915. 

Meeting  called  to  order  by  the  President  at  9:45  A.  M. 
Roll  call  by  the  Acting  Secretary  Conboy. 

President  Golden:  There  are  two  communications  here  which 
the  Acting  Secretary  will  read : 

CONVENTION  CALL! 
Union  Label  Trades  Department 
OF  the 

American  Federation  of  Labor 
Headquarters  708-9-10  Ouray  Bldg. 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  20,  1915, 
To  all  Affiliated  Unions,  Greeting: 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  in  pursuance  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  Union  Label  Trades  Department  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  the  Eighth  Convention  of  this  Department  will  be  held  in 
the  Civic  Centre  Auditorium  Building,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  begin- 
ning at  ten  o'clock  Thursday  morning,  November  4th,  1915,  and 
will  continue  session  from  day  to  day  until  the  business  of  the  Con- 
vention has  been  completed. 

REPRESENTATION. 

Representation  in  the  Convention  will  be  on  the  following  basis: 
Organizations  of  less  than  4,000  members,  one  delegate;  4,000  or 
more,  two  delegates;  8,000  or  more,  three  delegates;  16,000  or 
more,  four  delegates,  and  32,000  or  more,  five  delegates. 

Organizations  to  be  entitled  to  representation  must  have  obtained 
a  certificate  of  affiliation  for  at  least  three  months  prior  to  the  Con- 
vention. 

Delegates  must  be  selected  at  least  two  weeks  previous  to  the 
Convention  and  their  names  forwarded  to  the  Secretary-Treasurer 
of  the  Union  Label  Trades  Department  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor. 
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Delegates  are  not  entitled  to  seats  in  the  Convention  unless  the  tax 
of  their  organization  has  been  paid  in  full  to  September  30,  1915. 
(Signed)    John  F.  Tobin,  President, 

Thomas  F.  Tracy,  Secretary-Treasurer, 
J.  W.  Hays,  First  Vice-President, 
Jacob  Fischer,  Second  Vice-President» 
T.  A.  RiCKERT,  Third  Vice-President, 
A.  McAndrew,  Fourth  Vice-President, 
Matthew  Woll,  Fifth  Vice-President, 

Executive  Board. 

CONVENTION  CALL! 
Labor  Omnia  Vincit 
American  Federation  of  Labor 
Headquarters,  801-809  G  Street,  N.  W. 

Washington,  D  C,  September  13,  1915. 
To  all  Affiliated  Unions,  Greeting: 

You  are  hereby  notified  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  American  5'ederation  of  Labor,  the  Thirty-fifth  Annual  Con- 
venion  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  w^ill  be  held  at  Eagles' 
Hall,  San  Francisco,  Call.,  beginning  ten  o'clock  Monday  morning, 
November  8th,  1915,  and  will  continue  in  session  from  day  to  day 
until  the  business  of  the  Convention  has  been  completed. 

representation. 
Representation  in  the  Convention  will  be  on  the  following  basis: 
From  National  or  International  Unions,  for  less  than  4,000  mem- 
bers, one  delegate;  4,000  or  more,  two  delegates;  8,000  or  more, 
three  delegates;  16,000  or  more,  four  delegates;  32,000  or  more,  five 
delegates;  64,000  or  more,  six  delegates;  128,000  or  more,  seven 
delegates,  and  so  on ;  and  from  Central  Bodies  and  State  Federations, 
and  from  local  trade  unions  not  having  a  National  or  International 
Union,  and  from  Federal  Labor  Unions,  one  delegate. 

Organizations  to  be  entitled  to  representation  must  have  obtained 
a  certificate  of  affiliation  (charter),  at  least  one  month  prior  to  the 
Convention;  and  no  person  will  be  recognized  as  a  delegate  who  is 
not  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  organization  he  is  elected  to 
represent. 

Only  bona  fide  wage  workers,  who  are  not  members  of,  or  eligible 
to  membership  in  other  trade  unions,  are  eligible  as  delegates  from 
Federal  Labor  Unions. 
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Delegates  must  be  selected  at  least  two  weeks  previous  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  their  names  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  immediately  after  their  election. 

Delegates  are  not  entitled  to  seats  in  the  Convention  unless  the 
tax  of  their  organization  has  been  paid  in  full  to  September  30th, 
1915. 

It  is,  of  course,  entirely  unnecessary  here  to  emumerate  the  im- 
portant subjects  with  which  our  forthcoming  Convention  will  con- 
cern itself,  but  the  reminder  is  not  at  all  amiss  that  every  effort 
must  be  made  to  broaden  the  field  and  means  for  the  organization 
of  the  yet  unorganized  workers,  to  strive  to  bring  about  more  effectu- 
ally than  ever  a  better  day  in  the  lives  and  homes  of  the  toilers,  to 
defend  and  maintain  by  every  honorable  means  in  our  power  the 
right  to  organize  for  our  common  defense  and  advancement,  for  the 
exercise  of  our  normal  and  constitution  activities  to  protect  and  pro- 
mote the  rights  and  interests  of  the  workers;  and  to  assert  at  any 
risk  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press  and  the  equal  rights  be- 
fore the  law  of  every  worker  with  every  other  citizen;  the  tremen- 
dous conflict  now  being  waged  in  Europe  and  its  possible  conse- 
quences and  results,  not  only  upon  the  people  of  European  countries 
but  upon  the  people  of  America,  as  well  as  on  the  whole  civilized 
world,  must  of  necessity  receive  the  deepest  solicitious  consideration 
of  the  working  people  of  America.  How  and  what  further  action 
can  be  taken  by  the  American  labor  movement  to  help  bring  about 
an  early  peace  among  the  warring  nations  of  Europe;  how  that  peace 
can  be  secured  with  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  justice, 
freedom  and  brotherhood  the  world  over.  These  and  other  great 
questions  of  equal  importance  will,  of  necessity,  occupy  the  attention 
of  the  San  Francisco  Convention. 

Therefore  the  importance  of  our  movement,  the  duty  of  the  hour 
and  for  the  future,  demand  that  every  organization  entitled  to  repre- 
sentation shall  send  its  full  quota  of  delegates  to  the  San  Francisco 
Convention,  November  8th,  1915. 

Do  not  allow  favoritism  to  influence  you  in  selecting  your  dele- 
gates.  Be  fully  represented. 

Be  represented  by  your  ablest,  best,  most  experienced  and  faithful 
members.  Fraternally  yours, 

(Signed)    Sam'l  Gompers,  President, 
Frank  Morrison,  Secretary, 
American  Federation  of  Labor. 
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Delegate  Hall  of  Philadelphia:  I  move  that  that  matter  be 
laid  over  until  the  election  of  officers.    Seconded.  Carried. 

Delegate  Farris:  Presents  the  following  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Labels. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  Fifteenth  Annual  Convention: 
We  hereby  submit  the  following  report : 

Seventy  delegates  pass  inspection  to  the  satisfaction  of  this  Com- 
mittee. 

Also  note  fifteen  delegates  pass  100%. 

We  recommend  all  delegates  to  be  seated  in  the  Convention, 

William  Farris, 
H.  Searles, 
John  Higgins, 
Joseph  White, 
Jules  Clement, 

Committee. 

Delegate  McKoskey  of  Philadelphia:  I  move  that  the  report  of 
the  Committee  be  accepted.   Seconded.  Carried. 

At  this  time  President  Golden  introduced  Owen  R.  Lovejoy, 
General  Secretary  of  the  National  Child  Labor  Committee  who 
made  a  splendid  address  on  the  evils  of  child  labor  and  also  requested 
the  delegates  to  adopt  a  resolution  favoring  the  Owen-Keating  Fed- 
eral Child  Labor  Bill  now  before  Congress.  A  vote  of  thanks  was 
extended  to  Mr.  Lovejoy  for  his  splendid  address.  The  Convention 
went  unanimously  on  record  in  support  of  the  Owen-Keating  Federal 
Child  Labor  Bill. 

Miss  Melinda  Scott,  President  of  the  New  York  Women's  Trade 
Union  League,  also  delivered  a  very  stirring  address  on  the  need  of 
better  organization  among  women  workers  and  strongly  urged  the 
delegates  to  put  forth  their  best  efforts  to  bring  about  a  better  or- 
ganization among  women  workers  employed  in  the  textile  trade  and 
other  industries.  Miss  Scott  also  spoke  on  the  subject  of  Women's 
Suffrage  and  laid  special  stress  on  the  fight  now  being  waged  in  New 
Jersey  to  give  women  the  right  to  vote.  Delegate  Walker  moved 
that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  extended  to  Miss  Scott  for  her  splendid 
address,  which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

A  motion  was  also  unanimously  adopted  favoring  women's  suffrage. 
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REPORT  OF  GENERAL  ORGANIZER, 

THOMAS  J.  REAGAN. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Fifteenth  Annual  Convention 
of  the  U,  T.  W.  A. 
After  the  last  convention  held  at  Scranton,  1  was  ordered  to  return 
to  Philadelphia. 

I  found  the  men  of  Buck's  shop  disappointed,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  convention  had  not  granted  them  an  endorsement  for  a 
strike.  Brother  McKoskey  and  I  had  several  meetings  of  that  shop 
and  got  the  men  to  postpone  action  until  January  as  trade  was  bad 
at  the  time. 

In  the  meantime,  I  was  working  on  the  Art  Square  Weavers,  a 
large  independent  organization  still  on  the  outside  of  the  movement. 
After  getting  in  touch  with  them  and  attending  a  number  of  their 
meetings,  I  was  successful  in  getting  them  to  affiliate  and  sent  for 
a  charter  from  The  U.  T.  W.  A.  along  with  98  initiation  fees. 

A  great  deal  of  work  was  done  to  organize  the  Textile  workers  at 
the  Falls  of  Schuylkill  and  Manayunk.  Many  open  meetings  were 
called,  but  owing  to  the  slackness  of  trade,  was  unable  to  secure  any 
great  results,  so  we  decided  to  leave  the  matter  rest  until  conditions 
improved.  We  held  a  number  of  open  meetings  in  the  Kensington 
District  in  conjunction  with  The  Labor  Forward  Committee,  where 
there  were  no  great  visible  results,  but  it  helped  greatly  to  maintain 
the  membership  in  most  of  our  local  unions  through  the  depression. 

Many  grievances  were  taken  up  for  the  different  locals  and  I  was 
successful  in  straightening  most  of  them  out. 

I  was  again  called  into  the  Bucks  situation  along  with  Brother 
McKosky  and  Brother  Farris.  We  had  a  conference  with  the  firm, 
but  did  not  get  much  satisfaction  in  our  first  conference.  In  the 
meantime,  Brother  McKosky  and  Brother  Farris  left  to  attend  an 
Executive  meeting  and  left  the  matter  in  my  hands.  I  met  the  head 
of  the  firm,  arranged  a  conference  with  the  committee  of  the  shop, 
and  we  were  successful  in  getting  the  firm  to  agree  to  increase  the 
prices  on  a  number  of  styles  of  work,  which  amounted  to  an  increase 
of  10%  to  12%.  We  called  a  meeting  of  the  shop  and  explained 
matters  to  them  and  they  voted  to  accept  same,  thus  avoiding  a  strike 
in  this  shop. 
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1  then  took  up  a  grievance  along  with  Brother  Taylor  of  Local 
72  in  The  Griffon  Mills  over  the  discharge  of  one  of  the  Weavers. 
We  met  the  head  of  the  firm  and  were  successful  in  having  the 
weaver  put  back  to  work. 

About  this  time  I  was  ordered  by  President  Golden  to  take  up 
the  strike  situation  in  Atlanta,  Ga.  I  arrived  on  Sunday  night,  got 
in  touch  with  Brother  Mclntyre  who  had  charge  at  that  time.  He 
stayed  with  me  until  Wednesday  and  then  left  for  his  home,  leaving 
me  in  full  charge  of  the  strike.  I  found  the  situation  in  a  very  bad 
shape.  In  fact  all  of  the  people  seemed  to  have  lost  interest  in  the 
strike.  I  started  to  work  amongst  the  different  locals  in  the  city, 
asking  for  their  moral  support.  I  also  had  a  committee  appointed 
to  visit  all  of  the  merchants  in  the  city,  asking  them  to  withdraw 
their  patronage  of  the  bags  woven  by  the  Fulton  Bag  &  Cotton  Co. 
This  proved  very  effective.  At  all  times,  I  kept  the  strikers  on  the 
picket  line  and  we  were  successful  in  stopping  about  200  or  more 
of  the  strike  breakers,  but  the  firm,  having  agents  all  through  the 
South,  could  fill  their  places  as  fast  as  I  could  get  them  out.  Our 
people  suffered  a  great  deal  through  the  winter  months  from  the 
cold  and  sickness,  but  notwithstanding  these  hardships,  were  just  as 
willing  and  eager  as  ever  to  continue  the  fight.  The  police  caused 
us  a  lot  of  trouble  while  on  picket  duty,  and  while  we  only  had 
two  arrests,  the  court  was  very  severe  as  they  fined  our  people  $50.00 
for  simple  assaults. 

I  attended  the  convention  held  in  Columbus,  Ga.,  of  the  State 
Branch  in  April  and  brought  up  the  Atlanta  strike  on  the  floor,  and 
they  gave  us  their  normal  support  and  pledged  themselves  to  keep  all 
strike  breakers  away  from  the  plant.  They  also  gave  us  a  donation 
of  $32.95. 

On  my  return  from  the  convention,  the  warm  weather  was  setting 
in  and  a  great  many  of  the  best  people  that  we  had  in  camp  thought 
that  there  was  no  use  of  continuing  the  strike  any  longer,  so  I 
called  a  meeting  of  all  the  people  in  camp  in  order  to  get  their  differ- 
ent views  and  most  all  of  the  people  in  camp  said  that  they  were 
going  to  get  work  for  themselves,  so  I  decided  to  close  up  camp  on 
the  15th  of  May,  giving  them  ample  time  to  secure  work  elsewhere, 
but  not  one  of  them  returned  to  The  Fulton  Cotton  &  Bag  Co. 

Although  this  strike  has  cost  a  lot  of  money,  I  am  of  the  opinion 
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that  it  will  be  a  great  factor  in  helping  to  organize  the  South  in  the 
near  future. 

I  left  Atlanta,  Ga.,  on  the  15th  of  May  and  reported  to  President 
Golden  in  New  York  and  was  told  to  go  home  for  a  week  and  then 
take  up  the  work  in  Philadelphia  again.  Upon  arriving  in  Philadel- 
phia, I  found  two  strikes  on,  one  in  The  Bradford  Mills  in  German- 
town,  the  other  in  The  Marsland  Mills  in  Kensington. 

The  Bradford  strike  was  on  for  some  thirteen  weeks  when  we 
called  on  The  U.  S.  Conciliation  Commissioners  who  were  successful 
in  getting  us  a  conference  with  the  firm  along  with  a  committee  of 
the  workers,  and  we  were  successful  in  having  the  superintendent 
of  the  Bradford  Mills  who  was  the  main  cause  of  the  strike  dis- 
charged, and  when  the  new  superintendent  of  the  mill  arrived,  an- 
other conference  was  held  and  he  agreed  to  take  all  of  our  men 
back  without  any  discrimination,  and  most  of  these  people  are  now 
paying  dues  in  the  Weavers*  Union  No.  72. 

The  same  methods  were  used  in  the  Marsland  strike  to  get  a  con- 
ference with  the  firm  and  employees,  which  terminated  in  a  settle- 
ment with  a  complete  victory  for  the  men,  all  returning  to  work  with 
an  increase  of  10%  in  wages,  also  with  the  understanding  that  con- 
ditions would  be  made  better  in  the  shop  than  they  were  before  the 
strike.  Organized  Labor  considers  this  a  great  victory,  as  this  firm 
has  been  a  very  bitter  opponent  to  any  kind  of  Organization.  These 
men  now  have  a  Charter  and  the  firm  has  agreed  to  settle  all  griev- 
ances with  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Local  Union. 

With  the  assistance  of  Brother  Fitzpatrick,  we  organized  a  local 
of  Art  Square  Weavers  in  Norristown.  Shortly  after  getting  their 
Charter,  the  firm  locked  the  men  out.  The  men  claimed  that  the 
only  reason  for  this  was  that  they  had  formed  a  Union.  After  this, 
we  brought  up  the  question  of  wages  and  showed  where  their  prices 
were  30%  lower  than  prices  paid  in  Philadelphia.  The  firm  refused 
to  grant  any  advance  in  wages,  so  we  declared  a  strike  and  called  in 
The  U.  S.  Commissioners,  but  were  unsuccessful  in  reaching  a  settle- 
ment, so  we  kept  our  men  on  the  picket  line  and  after  15  weeks, 
our  men  were  taken  back  to  work  with  an  increase  of  wages  amount- 
ing to  about  11%  and  received  recognition  of  the  Union.  This 
strike  cost  the  Art  Square  Weavers  considerable  money  as  they  fur- 
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nished  most  of  it  to  keep  the  men  out  and  support  them  while  on 
strike. 

I  and  Brother  McKosky  were  sent  into  the  Sykes  Brothers  Yarn 
Mill  to  adjust  a  grievance  that  existed  there,  brought  about  by  the 
discharge  of  one  of  the  men.  We  arranged  a  conference  with  the 
firm  and  were  successful  in  having  the  man  reinstated,  thus  avoiding 
a  strike. 

I  went  into  the  Falls  of  Schuylkill  with  Brother  Thomas  and 
called  a  number  of  meetings  and  was  finally  successful  in  organizing 
a  local  of  Carpet  Weavers  in  the  Dobson  Mills  and  secured  a  charter 
for  them. 

The  Dyers  of  the  Hardwick  &  McGee  Shop  put  in  a  schedule 
for  30c.  an  hour  at  the  time  receiving  25c.  an  hour.  President 
Golden  was  called  in  and  with  a  committee,  had  a  conference  with 
the  firm,  who  decided  to  give  the  men  an  answer  on  the  22d  of  the 
month,  but  instead  told  the  men  on  the  12th  that  they  would  grant 
them  27^c.  an  hour.  This  the  men  refused  and  notified  the  firm 
that  they  were  going  to  stop  at  4  P.  M.  Hearing  this,  I  got  in 
touch  with  the  Federal  Commissioners,  arranged  a  conference  with 
the  firm  which  terminated  in  them  granting  the  30c.  to  the  men, 
thus  avoiding  a  strike  in  this  shop. 

The  Dyers  then  asked  for  an  endorsement  for  a  strike  in  0'Keefe*s 
Shop  to  enforce  the  30c.  schedule.  Brothers  McDonnell,  McKosky 
and  myself  arranged  a  conference  with  the  firm  who  said  that  under 
the  prevailing  condition  of  the  trade,  caused  by  the  scarcity  of  dye- 
stuffs,  it  would  be  impossible  to  grant  an  increase  at  this  time.  The 
matter  was  then  left  in  the  hands  of  the  General  President  and 
Emergency  Committee. 

The  strike  of  the  Hosiery  Workers  in  Blood's  Mill  has  been  won 
after  a  fight  of  nine  months. 

After  having  several  meetings  with  the  Fixers  who  had  failed  to 
come  out,  they  finally  decided  that  unless  a  settlement  could  be 
reached  that  they  would  stop.  Brothers  Farris,  McKosky  and  my- 
self, along  with  the  Federal  Commissioner,  had  a  conference  with  the 
firm,  but  at  first  could  come  to  no  definite  conclusion,  so  the  follow- 
ing day  the  Fixers  were  called  out,  which  tied  up  the  plant.  Wc 
then  had  another  conference  with  the  firm,  who  finally  agreed  to 
take  our  men  back  and  discharge  all  of  the  strike  breakers,  which 


UNITED  TEXTILE  WORKERS  OF  AMERICA 


39 


has  been  done,  resulting  in  a  big  victory  for  the  Hosiery  Workers 
of  Philadelphia. 

I  was  asked  by  Local  72  to  go  into  Rigers  Shop  over  the  discharge 
of  some  men  who  carried  a  Union  Card.  I  and  Brother  William 
Bell  held  a  conference  with  the  firm  and  they  denied  that  they  laid 
the  men  off  because  they  carried  a  Union  Card,  but  because  they 
could  not  do  the  work,  and  said  that  they  were  willing  to  hire  Union 
men  whenever  they  needed  help. 

I  also  went  to  Trenton,  N.  J.,  and  secured  an  Organization  of 
Woolen  workers  there  and  sent  for  a  charter. 

We  have  been  holding  mass  meetings  in  Manayunk  of  Woolen  & 
Carpet  Yarn  Workers  and  have  succeeded  in  putting  between  250 
and  300  new  members  in  their  local. 

I  took  up  the  Overbrook  Carpet  Co.  situation  on  request  of  the 
Tapestry  Carpet  Workers.  This  company  they  have  been  fighting 
for  over  three  years.  I  got  the  U.  S.  Conciliation  Board  to  work 
on  the  matter  and  after  many  conferences  it  looked  as  though  it 
could  be  settled,  but  when  we  put  in  a  working  agreement  for  a 
Union  shop,  the  firm  refused  to  sign  it  and  is  still  on  the  unfair  list 
by  the  Tapestry  Weavers  of  Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia,  being  a  big  Textile  City,  a  lot  of  good  work  has 
been  done  to  settle  up  grievances,  thus  avoiding  strikes,  creating  a 
better  feeling  and  in  my  opinion,  the  outlook  for  organization  work 
is  much  brighter  than  ever  before. 

In  closing,  I  wish  to  thank  all  those  who  have  so  willingly  helped 
me  in  my  work  and  trust  that  our  National  Union  will  grow  bigger 
and  stronger  in  the  years  to  come. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)    Thomas  J.  Reagan, 

General  Organizer,  U.  T.  W.  A. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  be  received  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Organization.  Carried. 
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REPORT  OF  ORGANIZER,  THOMAS  F.  McMAHON. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  The  United  Textile  fVorkers  of 
America.    Fifteenth  Annual  Convention.  Greeting: 

Providence,  R.  I.,  October  16th,  1915. 
Another  year  has  rolled  past  and  in  looking  up  the  work  done  and 
results  accomplished  during  that  year,  in  the  many  districts  to  which 
I  went,  I  want  it  understood  that  whatever  those  results  were,  a 
large  share  of  the  credit  belongs  to  the  men  and  women  who  reside 
in  those  districts.  After  the  convention  of  1914  I  was  ordered  to 
continue  my  work  in  the  Pawtucket  Valley  and  render  whatever 
aid  I  could  to  the  Striking  Male  Spinners  as  well  as  to  build  up  the 
new  Local  of  Textile  Workers.  In  this  connection  I  wish  to  state 
that  the  C.  L.  U.  of  Arctic  was  doing  yeoman  work,  for  through 
their  efforts  and  the  power  such  bodies  wield  an  arrangement  was 
entered  into  which  terminated  the  strike  at  all  of  the  Enights'  Mills. 
I  visited  in  the  meantime  White  Rock,  which  we  just  had  re-or- 
ganized, to  endeavor  to  increase  its  membership,  for  I  firmly  believe 
that  this  is  a  good  field  to  work  in  if  the  Local  Officials  care  to  get 
out  and  hustle.  About  this  time  Organizer  Powers  and  myself  were 
working  in  Pawtucket  and  vicinity  as  well  as  in  Greystone.  After 
a  couple  of  months  working  in  Rhode  Island,  I  was  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed to  Lowell.  This  I  did  and  there  established  my  Headquarters. 
I  worked  a  few  times  in  Fitchburg  but  conditions  then  were  not 
such  as  to  warrant  results.  I  went  to  Lawrence  on  numerous  occa- 
sions to  aid  the  movement  there  where  great  efforts  were  being  put 
forth  by  the  Bleachers  and  Dyers  and  Finishers  Union  to  increase 
their  membership.  We  placed  one  charter  in  that  city  and  about  the 
same  period  we  placed  a  charter  in  Stoneham  with  the  aid  of  Pres. 
Golden.  From  Lowell  I  went  to  Maynard  and  found  there  a  fine 
body  of  trade  unionists.  I  placed  one  charter  there;  also,  aided  the 
locals  in  building  up  their  membership,  which  I  might  add  was  so 
successful  that  to-day  we  have  six  strong  Unions  and  one  other  that 
eventually  will  overcome  the  difficulties  that  now  beset  it.  They 
have  a  fine  running  Textile  Council  which  is  doing  great  work  in 
aiding  the  general  membership  to  make  the  rough  ways  smooth.  I 
was  ordered  to  Summit,  N.  J.,  where  with  the  aid  of  Bros.  Morgan 
and  Starr,  we  placed  a  charter.    In  Lowell  we  placed  two  charters; 
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also  took  hold  and  worked  in  conjunction  with  the  Labor  Forward 
movement  to  build  up  our  locals.  I  wish  at  this  time  to  publicly 
thank  the  Lowell  Central  Labor  officials  for  their  great  aid  to  Tex- 
tile Workers.  While  I  am  writing  in  this  connection  about  Lowell, 
I  cannot  forego  the  pleasure  of  stating  that  we  had  one  live  organiza- 
tion of  Loom-fixers  that  did  everything  in  its  power  to  strengthen 
the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  and  is  still  continuing  to 
do  so.  We  also  have  other  workers  there  who  are  leaving  no  stones 
unturned  to  build  up  their  Union,  such  s^s  the  Woolen  Spinners, 
Dresser  Tenders,  Weavers — Cotton,  Ring  Spinners  and  Folders. 
It  certaintly  is  a  pleasure  to  view  the  membership  of  the  Cotton 
Weavers  to-day  and  compare  them  with  one  year  ago.  I  also  placed 
a  charter  in  East  Boston  with  the  aid  of  Organizer  McCarthy  and 
the  Women's  Trade  Union  Label  League  of  Boston.  I  then  went  to 
Springfield  and  not  only  placed  a  new  charter  but  re-organized  a 
Local  in  Ludlow.  This  was  accomplished  through  the  efficient  aid 
rendered  by  the  Officers  of  the  Springfield  C.  L.  U.  as  well  as  by 
the  Sterling  qualities  of  Unionism  possessed  by  the  Local  President 
of  the  Ludlow  Union.  I  then  was  ordered  to  Bridgeport,  Conn., 
where  a  strike  was  taking  place  and  organized  about  1,000  workers 
and  secured  a  charter.  This  was  a  bitter  fight  where  the  manu- 
facturer (M.  Kipp)  was  aided  by  some  local  policemen  and  outside 
thugs.  But  to  the  officers  as  well  as  the  rank  and  file  I  must  say 
that  they  fought  a  good  fight  and  no  doubt  this  firm  has  learned 
a  lesson  it  won't  soon  forget.  The  strike  occurred  owing  to  the  in- 
troduction of  a  system  by  Supt.  Toulson  of  lowering  wages  and  in- 
creasing production.  I  then  placed  a  charter  in  Derby,  where  a 
strike  also  was  in  progress,  where  we  secured  a  raise  in  wages  and 
lesser  working  hours.  I  wish  to  thank  the  organizers  of  the  A.  F. 
of  L.,  Mr.  Roach  and  Mrs  Scully,  for  the  aid  rendered  at  Bridge- 
port, as  well  as  the  tireless  working  President  of  the  New  Local  of 
Bridgeport  Textile  Workers  and  the  organizer  of  the  State  Branch 
of  Connecticut.  I  was  again  ordered  to  proceed  to  Nashua,  N.  H., 
where  a  strike  also  was  and  is  in  progress,  where  up  to  the  present 
I  have  not  succeeded  in  placing  a  charter.  I  was  requested  by  Mr. 
Barry,  who  is  an  ex-Mayor  as  well  as  Counsel,  to  help  settle  the 
strike,  which  I  did  by  going  with  him  and  the  Committee  to  the 
office  to  take  part  in  a  pre-arranged  conference  with  the  Agent. 
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That  we  will  secure  a  good  Union  in  Nashua  I  have  no  doubt,  for 
with  the  local  C.  L.  U.  aiding  and  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the 
State  Branch,  Brother  Coyne,  on  the  job,  we  will  be  very  much  dis- 
appointed if  a  Local  is  not  secured.  During  the  year  many 
grievances  were  called  to  my  attention,  but  with  the  aid  of  Pres. 
Golden  and  Second  Vice-President  Walker  and  Organizer  Powers, 
we  secured  satisfactory  settlements,  as  well  as  several  increases  in 
wages.  To  these  and  all  those  who  in  the  past  year  rendered  aid,  I 
wish  to  tender  my  heartfelt  appreciation,  asking  them  at  the  same 
time  that  if  any  of  the  mistakes  I  made  hurt,  they  will  bear  in  mind 
that  everything  that  was  done  was  always  with  a  desire  to  uplift  the 
worker  and  build  up  our  International  Union,  and  as  such  mistakes 
are  part  of  our  human  frailty,  were,  for  my  part,  mistakes  of  the 
head  and  not  the  heart. 

(Signed)  Thomas  F.  McMahon, 

Organizer. 

Motion  to  refer  the  Report  to  Committee  on  Organization.  Sec- 
onded. Carried. 


REPORT  OF  ORGANIZER  JOHN  H.  POWERS 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  SEPTEMBER  30,  1915. 

After  the  return  from  the  last  Convention,  considerable  time  was 
put  in  attending  meetings  that  were  held  for  the  purpose  of  trying 
to  elect  men  who  held  Union  Cards  to  the  General  Assembly.  This 
was  a  plan  of  the  State  Branch. 

At  this  time,  Organizer  McMahon  and  myself  held  a  number  of 
mill  gate  meetings  in  various  parts  of  the  State  and  local  unions  at 
night.  This  led  to  the  formation  of  a  local  of  cotton  weavers  at 
Arctic,  R.  I.   The  greater  part  of  this  work  was  done  by  McMahon. 

Early  in  November  there  was  a  grievance  in  Willimantic  in  the 
Windham  Silk  Mill.  This  matter  had  been  presented  to  the  Coun- 
cil at  the  last  Convention.  While  a  conference  was  not  refused  by 
the  company,  it  was  made  plain  that  they  preferred  to  do  business 
with  President  Golden.  He  arranged  a  conference  and  was  present, 
the  matter  was  gone  into  in  detail  and  taken  under  consideration  by 
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the  mill  officials.  It  must  have  worked  out  all  right,  as  I  have  not 
heard  anything  about  the  matter  since.  Tiiis  matter  took  several 
trips  in  all. 

I  made  an  attempt  to  organize  the  employees  of  the  Worcester 
Bleachery,  but  just  as  I  got  into  the  matter,  the  plant  went  on  short 
time,  with  the  result  that  the  help  was  more  interested  in  looking  for 
work  than  they  were  for  organization.  The  Dyers  and  Bleachers 
of  Pawtucket  tried  their  best  to  help  out  with  this  job  by  sending 
one  of  their  members  to  Worcester  to  help  me. 

Greystone,  R.  I.,  was  next  taken  up  by  Organizer  McMahon  and 
myself.  The  plant  was  in  bad  condition  and  has  not  yet  got  on  its 
feet.  The  local  appointed  a  paid  committee  to  make  a  house-to- 
house  canvass,  also  appointing  a  Business  Agent,  who  is  still  on  the 
job.    If  business  would  improve,  this  local  would  recover  very  soon. 

I  next  organized  the  Loomfixers  of  Northbridge,  Mass.  This 
expense  was  paid  by  Local  486.  The  following  week  the  boss  dis- 
charged eight  of  the  men  and  the  rest  were  scared  to  death,  so 
dropped  out  of  the  Union. 

The  Textile  Workers  of  Rhode  Island  held  three  joint  meetings 
at  this  time  to  plan  some  laws  that  would  be  of  benefit  to  Textile 
Workers,  but  there  was  not  one  bill  passed  that  meant  anything  to 
workers  at  all.   I  attended  the  Legislature  24  days  in  all. 

Settled  a  grievance  in  Chicopee.  Several  members  had  been  laid 
off,  as  I  understand  it,  because  of  lack  of  work.  However,  Mr. 
Aumann  had  them  taken  on  again  after  some  delay. 

Emmanuelle  Lavalle,  President  of  the  Loomfixers'  Union,  helped 
me  by  attending  some  meetings  in  Arctic  to  speak  to  the  French 
members. 

Made  an  attempt  to  organize  the  Drawing-in  Girls  of  the  Hope 
Webbing  Co.,  who  were  out  on  strike.  They  were  only  young  girls 
and  the  strike  petered  out  without  them  getting  anything  and  with- 
out an  Organization. 

While  returning  from  Willimantic,  I  learned  that  there  was 
trouble  in  the  Cotton  Weavers'  Union  of  Arctic.  Some  of  the  mem- 
bers had  refused  to  pay  dues,  because  of  the  non-union  barber  shop. 
With  the  help  of  the  officers  this  was  stopped  and  with  the  help  oi 
the  Loomfixers  in  the  Warwick  Mill,  who  are  acting  as  an  organ- 
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izing  Committee  at  the  present  time,  the  local  is  being  built  up 
rapidl3\ 

Attended  a  hearing  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  on  a  shorter  hour  bill. 

During  the  strike  of  the  Mule  Spinners,  in  the  Pawtucket  Valley, 
the  Weavers  in  Natick  wanted  to  strike,  as  they  felt  that  they  were 
weaving  scab  yarn.  Just  about  half  of  them  were  organized,  so 
there  would  be  very  little  chance  of  winning  anything.  They  lost 
interest  in  the  Union  to  the  extent  that  there  was  no  meeting  held. 
On  a  certain  night  a  great  many  promised  to  come,  but  there  were 
just  seven  present.  They  voted  to  disband.  This  was  done,  and 
after  a  short  time  I  collected  the  funds  of  this  local  and  turned 
them  in  to  the  general  office,  a  little  over  one  hundred  dollars.  This 
local  has  been  organized  three  times  within  three  years. 

Put  in  another  week  in  Springfield,  Mass.  Tried  to  organize  the 
Carpet  Weavers  of  Chicopee,  but  failed. 

Organized  the  girls  in  the  Providence  Silk  Hosiery;  the  most  of 
them  are  members,  but  not  all.  They  have  been  working  short  time, 
four  and  five  days  a  week.  If  the  Knitters  in  this  mill  had  the  good 
sense  to  remain  a  part  of  the  U.  T.  W.,  it  would  have  been  better  for 
them  and  all  converned.    It  would  now  be  a  union  plant. 

The  Dyers  and  Bleachers  of  Pawtucket  are  making  splendid  head- 
way, and  if  the  present  efforts  are  continued  this  branch  of  the  trade 
will  soon  be  well  organized  in  Rhode  Island. 

Put  in  a  week  or  so  in  Lowell,  while  Organizer  McMahon  was 
out  of  town. 

Organized  a  local  of  Narrow  Fabric  Weavers  in  Westerly,  R.  I. 
that  will  result  in  a  union  shop  or,  rather,  mill. 

The  last  week  has  been  put  in  at  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  towns  in 
that  locality.  Had  good  success,  particularly  at  Ludlow.  This  last 
week  has  seen  a  decided  increase  in  membership  as  a  result  of  the 
increased  activity  of  the  members.  The  best  informed  labor  men  of 
this  locality  feel  sure  that  there  is  a  good  chance  for  us  to  get  3,000 
members,  if  we  but  stick  to  the  job. 

Fraternally  j^ours, 

(Signed)  John  H.  Powers. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  Report  be  accepted  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Organization.  Carried. 
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REPORT  OF  MISS  MARY  KELLEHER,  ORGANIZER. 

New  York  City,  October  18,  1915. 

To  the  oiUcers  and  Delegates  of  the  Fifteenth  Annual  Convention 
of  the  United  Textile  PForkers  of  America: 

At  the  adjournment  of  the  Fourteenth  Annual  Convention,  held 
in  Scranton,  Pa.,  October,  1914,  I  was  instructed  to  remain  in  Scran- 
ton  and  take  charge  of  a  strike  that  was  on  in  the  Derry  Weaving 
Mill,  and  to  build  up  the  organization  that  had  fallen  back  in  their 
membership.  The  Derry  Mill  has  never  resumed  work,  as  Mr. 
Derry  is  the  owner  of  several  large  weaving  mills.  He  moved  the 
machinery  from  this  mill  to  his  Allentown  mills.  All  the  employees 
were  successful  in  getting  positions  that  paid  higher  wages  than  tlic 
Derry  Mill. 

I  organized  the  Clift  Throwing  Mill,  and  secured  for  the  em- 
ployees a  ten  per  cent,  increase  in  wages. 

I  was  notified  to  appear  before  the  emergency  committee,  which 
convened  in  New  York  City  November  23rd.  I  was  requested  to 
report  just  what  were  the  prospects  of  organizing  in  the  Scranton 
District.  The  prospect  of  organizing  at  that  time  was  very  poor; 
many  of  the  silk  mills  were  closed  down,  and  others  working  only 
part  time.  I  was  then  instructed  to  go  to  Philadelphia,  visit  the 
local  unions,  solicit  aid  for  the  strikers  at  the  Fulton  Bag  and  Cotton 
Company,  at  Atlanta,  Pa.   I  also  visited  Trenton  and  Newark,  N.  J. 

After  the  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board,  in  January,  I  was  in- 
structed to  go  to  South  Carolina,  and  on  my  way  to  stop  at  Lenoir 
City,  Tennessee,  where  we  had  an  organization  of  Hosiery  Workers 
for  some  time.  The  superintendent  had  discriminated  against  some 
of  the  most  active  workers  in  the  organization.  Mrs.  Rose  Evans 
and  her  two  daughters,  who  had  worked  for  six  years  in  the  Holston 
Manufacturing  Company,  were  discharged  without  sufficient  reason. 
Several  of  our  representatives  had  called  on  Mr.  Weiss  to  have 
Mrs.  Evans  reinstated.  He  promised  to  reinstate  them  when  there 
was  an  open  in  that  department  He  took  many  operatives  on 
in  this  department  and  continued  to  discharge  other  active  mem.bers, 
thirty-five  in  number.  The  members  of  the  local  decided  to  try  and 
get  a  working  agreement  in  order  that  the  discrimination  might 
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cease.  Mr.  Weiss  absolutely  refused  to  concede  to  anything  gnd 
gave  the  same  in  writing  to  the  committee.  He  also  stated  to  me 
there  were  other  employees  working  in  the  mill  who  were  talking 
too  freely  about  the  union,  and  he  was  going  to  discharge  them.  Mr. 
Ben  Phillips  was  employed  by  the  company.  After  working  a  few 
days  he  was  told  by  the  foreman  if  he  would  join  the  Union  he  would 
be  discharged.  However,  on  Saturday,  February  6th,  he  joined  the 
union.  Monday  morning,  February  8th,  he  was  discharged.  The 
members  of  the  Union,  three  hundred  and  sixty  in  number,  walked 
out  on  strike.  The  mill  employed  about  six  hundred.  The  pickets 
were  doing  very  good  work  in  getting  others  to  come  out  and  join 
our  ranks.  The  company  then  served  a  drastic  injunction  on  the 
strikers,  prohibiting  them  from  visiting  the  homes  or  even  speak- 
ing to  the  strike-breakers  on  the  street.  In  this  way  Mr.  Weiss 
was  successful  in  getting  the  mill  filled  with  inexperienced  help. 
After  three  weeks  of  the  strike  the  grocery  merchants  refused  the 
strikers  any  groceries.  This  meant  absolutely  starvation  to  the 
strikers.  A  committee  that  had  been  appointed  from  the  Execu- 
tive Board  to  investigate  conditions  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  also  inves- 
tigated conditions  at  Lenoir  City,  Tennessee;  they  all  agreed  that 
these  people  needed  help.  We  took  care  of  them  from  a  commissary. 
We  then  appealed  to  the  courts  to  have  the  injunction  dissolved. 
After  six  weeks  the  decision  of  the  court  was  to  modify  the  injunc- 
tion to  a  degree  where  we  could  ask  the  strike-breakers  to  join  the 
Union.  We  held  noon-day  meetings  at  the  mill.  It  was  impossible 
to  convert  the  strike-breakers.  After  the  injunction  was  modified, 
it  was  impossible  to  get  the  strikers  back  on  the  picket  line;  when  I 
saw  that  the  strikers  began  to  lose  interest  in  their  fight,  I  told  them 
they  would  have  to  get  out  on  the  picket  line  and  get  those  people 
out  of  the  mill,  or  if  not  they  could  not  expect  the  National  to  fight 
a  fight  of  endurance.  They  all  agreed  it  was  impossible  to  get  those 
people  out  of  the  mill,  and  would  rather  go  elsewhere  and  get  work. 
Many  of  them  had  positions  if  they  could  get  train  fare.  Instead 
of  opening  the  commissary  for  another  week,  I  paid  the  fares  for  the 
women  and  children  to  places  where  they  secured  work  by  letter. 
I  cannot  say  too  much  in  praise  of  the  officers  and  members  of  Local 
807,  Knoxville,  Tennessee.  They  held  out  nobly,  both  morally  and 
financially. 
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While  I  was  in  Tennessee,  there  were  several  mills  1  tried  to 
organize,  but  it  seemed  impossible  to  accomplish  anything  in  the 
way  of  organizing  there  at  the  time. 

In  Chattanooga  there  was  a  labor  forward  movement  all  during 
the  month  of  May.  I  attended  it  for  one  week,  addressing  several 
meetings. 

I  then  came  north  and  took  up  the  work  in  the  Scranton  Disrict. 
While  there  I  organized  the  employees  of  the  Tawbell  Mills  at 
Tamaqua,  Pa.  I  also  organized  the  Grain  Silk  Throwing  Mill  and 
secured  a  ten  per  cent,  increase  in  wages  for  them. 

I  was  instructed  to  proceed  to  Anderson,  S.  C,  where  there  was 
a  newly  organized  local.  The  same  tactics  of  the  employer  were 
used,  discriminating  against  the  most  active  workers.  The  trouble 
was,  as  I  found  it,  a  Mr.  Smith  asked  a  girl  to  join  the  Union. 
She  reported  it  to  the  foreman,  and  Mr.  Smith  was  discharged. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  ask  the  superintendent  to  reinstate 
Mr.  Smith.  The  committee  was  then  discharged  for  interfering  with 
the  company's  business.  I  called  on  the  superintendent  of  the  mill. 
He  said  he  would  not  discuss  the  subject  pro  or  con.  He  then  posted 
a  notice  in  the  mill  which  stated  they  would  close  down  beginning 
Monday,  September  17th,  for  an  indefinite  period.  As  a  number 
of  families  were  moving  into  Anderson  from  Georgia,  the  workers 
believed  they  were  coming  to  take  their  places,  and  refused  to  report 
for  work  the  day  after  the  notice  was  posted.   The  strike  is  still  on. 

While  I  was  in  South  Carolina  I  organized  a  Weaving  Mill  at 
Calhoun  Falls.  I  also  organized  a  Weaving  Mill  in  Greenville, 
South  Carolina,  which  employs  over  a  thousand  people. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  this  Report  be  accepted  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Organization.  Carried. 
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REPORT  OF  DELEGATES  TO  THE  THIRTY-FOURTH 
ANNUAL  CONVENTION  OF  THE  AMERICAN  FED- 
ERATION OF  LABOR,  HELD  IN  PHILADELPHIA,  PA.,  ( 
NOVEMBER  9th  TO  NOVEMBER  21st,  1914. 

Mr.  President  and  Delegates: 

Promptly  at  10:30  Monday  morning,  November  9th,  President 
Samuel  Gompers  called  the  Convention  to  order  at  Horticultural 
Hall,  which  has  a  seating  capacity  of  over  one  thousand,  and  in  a 
few  well-chosen  remarks,  introduced  Mayor  Blackenburg  of  Phila- 
delphia, who  spoke  as  follows: 

"The  first  organized  government  in  our  country  had  its  birth  in 
the  City  of  Philadelphia.  This  organized  government  has  endured 
for  more  than  130  years,  and  it  has  endured  because  it  was  founded 
upon  the  right  principles  of  justice  to  man,  and  it  will  endure  for 
all  time  as  long  as  we  adhere  to  this  principle  of  justice  to  all. 

"It  is  almost  impossible  to  do  anything  without  organization,  and 
if  the  organization  is  builded  upon  the  rock  of  principles,  it  will  be 
surcessful  in  its  undertakings.  And  I  take  it,  ladies  and  gentlemen 
— and  I  am  glad  to  see  some  women  here,  because  I  believe  they 
are  as  much  interested  in  the  welfare  of  humanity,  and  even  more  so 
than  the  men — I  take  it  your  organization  is  builded  upon  the  same 
foundation.  I  have  always  been  a  believer  in  organization;  I  am 
a  believer  today  more  than  ever,  and  I  know  that  your  organization, 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  is  trying  to  do  its  very  best  to 
uplift  labor,  to  see  that  labor  gets  proper  remuneration  for  its  ser- 
vices, and  at  the  same  time  that  labor  will  never,  never  permit 
anything  to  occur  that  will  disturb  the  great  forces  for  which  our 
government  has  been  organized. 

"You  are  one  of  the  greatest  powers,  my  friends,  you  members  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  and  one  of  the  greatest  forces 
for  national  wealth  and  national  well-being.  When  I  think  of  the 
number  of  men  that  are  working  under  your  banner,  more  than  two 
millions,  I  always  feel  like  shaking  hands  with  one  and  all,  if  it  were 
possible,  because  it  is  in  your  power  to  make  this  country  greater 
even  than  it  is  today.    You  are  an  army,  an  army  of  peace.  Com- 


UNITED  TEXTILE  WORKERS  OF  AMERICA 


49 


pare  this  army  with  the  vast  armies  that  are  today  devastating  the 
fields  of  Europe." 

In  conclusion,  he  said:  *'And  now,  Mr.  President,  let  me  hand 
to  you  the  key  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia.  It  is  not  the  physical 
key  that  opens  the  doors  of  Philadelphia  to  you,  but  it  is  the  key 
that  has  opened  our  hearts  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
I  hope  you  have  a  delightful  time  while  you  are  here.  I  shall  do 
everything  in  my  power  to  make  it  pleasant  for  you,  and  when  you 
return  to  your  homes,  do  not  forget  this  noble  old  city  that  is  so 
dear  to  the  hearts  of  all  its  inhabitants,  and  that  I  know  will  be 
nearer  and  dearer  to  your  hearts  after  you  have  enjoyed  the  hospi- 
tality of  the  Quaker  City." 

In  replying  to  the  remarks  of  Mayor  Blackenburg,  President 
Gompers  said  in  part: 

"Mr.  Mayor,  in  behalf  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  let 
me  express  to  you  our  deep  appreciation,  not  only  of  your  welcome  to 
this  great  city,  but,  more  than  a  formal  invitation,  of  the  manner, 
the  cordiality,  the  deep  sentiment  expressed,  and  that  which  every 
delegate  and  visitor  to  this  Convention  not  only  learned  from  your 
most  eloquent  address,  but  of  the  light  in  your  eyes,  the  geniality  of 
your  whole  manner  before  the  Convention.  It  was  more  than  the 
performance  of  a  perfunctory  ceremony.  I  can  say  on  my  own 
account,  and  I  feel  sure  I  express  the  views  and  the  feelings  of  every 
delegate  to  this  Convention,  that  we  have  been  deeply  impressed  with 
what  you  have  said  and  the  splendid  manner  of  its  saying. 

"The  key  which  you  presented  to  me,  Mr.  Mayor,  and  through 
me  the  spirit  of  the  gift  to  the  delegates  to  this  Convention,  you 
may  rest  assured  of  this  one  thing,  that  it  is  our  hope,  and  we  be- 
lieve that  the  hope  will  be  realized,  that  you  will  have  no  occasion 
for  regret,  that  the  people  of  Philadelphia  will  have  no  occasion  for 
regret  that  this  great  honor  has  been  done  us.  We  have  met  in 
many  cities  and  we  have  been  judged  by  our  work  and  our  conduct. 
We  have  never  met  in  a  city  where  we  were  not  welcome  to  come 
again. 

"For  your  very  cordial,  earnest  plea  for  the  right  and  for  justice, 
for  all  that  you  have  said  and  indicated,  and  all  that  the  purpose, 
the  purposefulness  of  your  entire  address,  the  manner  of  what  you 
have  done  and  tried  to  do  as  a  public  officer,  as  a  man,  in  behalf 
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of  the  Convention  and  myself,  I  want  to  really,  earnestly  and  hon- 
estly thank  you  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart." 

Other  speakers  who  also  addressed  the  Convention  at  its  opening 
were:  George  H.  Ulrich,  President,  Central  Labor  Union,  Phila- 
delphia; Joseph  Richie,  President,  Building  Trades  Council,  Phila- 
delphia, and  James  H.  Maurer,  President,  Pennsylvania  State  Fed- 
eration of  Labor. 

Tlie  Committee  on  Credentials  reported  as  follows:  386  delegates 
present,  representing  92  National  and  International  Unions;  25 
State  Federations  of  Labor;  97  Central  Labor  Unions;  17  Federal 
Unions;  6  Fraternal  Organizations. 

Many  matters  of  importance  were  discussed  tending  towards  the 
further  upbuilding  of  our  labor  movement  all  over  the  country. 
One  of  the  important  features  of  the  Convention  was  a  parade  of 
the  labor  unions  of  Philadelphia,  which  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  representative  labor  parades  ever  held  in  this 
country.  There  were  close  upon  75,000  men  and  women  in  line, 
headed  at  various  intervals  in  the  parade  by  bands  comprising  4,000 
union  musicians.  Your  delegates  are  pleased  to  inform  you  that  the 
members  of  our  respective  local  unions  in  Philadelphia  turned  out 
splendidly,  both  men  and  women  receiving  much  applause  on  the 
route.  President  Golden,  in  company  with  Organizers  Reagan  and 
Conboy,  marched  at  the  head  of  the  Textile  Division. 

A  communication  from  George  H.  Borst,  a  large  employer  of 
union  labor,  was  read  to  the  delegates  and  created  a  profound  im- 
pression, and  by  unanimous  consent  was  made  part  of  the  official 
records.  The  letter  follows  in  full  and  has  to  do  with  the  World 
Peace  Movement  favored  by  the  American  Federation  of  Labor: 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  November  11,  1915. 

American  Federation  of  Labor  Convention, 
Horticultural  Hall. 

Dear  Sirs: — May  I  send  my  thanks  for  the  epoch-making  good 
your  organization  is  accomplishing  in  seeking  to  substitute  arbitra- 
tion for  war?  As  an  employer  of  Union  Labor  and  an  advocate  of 
International  Peace,  I  feel  that  there  is  no  means  so  potent  of  bring- 
ing about  this  end  as  the  absolute  determination  of  labor  throughout 
the  world  to  back  up  the  movement  to  a  man.    If  labor  refused  to 
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go  to  war,  we  would  have  no  wars,  and  nothing  fosters  the  spirit 
of  wars  so  much  as  armaments.  Success  to  you,  therefore,  and  may 
your  organization  be  looked  upon  in  future  generations  as  an  organi- 
zation which  more  than  any  other  put  an  end  to  the  mad  desire  of 
men  to  slaughter  their  brothers. 

Very  truly  yours, 

George  H.  Borst. 

Secessionists  received  mighty  little  recognition  at  this  year's  Con- 
vention of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor.  The  experience 
gained  in  the  Electrical  Workers'  fight  have  made  many  of  the  older 
men  in  the  trade  union  movement  fearful  that  if  encouragement  is 
given  to  seceding  factions  in  the  future  that  the  best  interests  of  the 
movement  may  be  jeopardized. 

This  was  strongly  manifested  at  the  Friday  and  Saturday  sessions 
of  the  Convention  when  resolutions  tending  to  recognize  the  seceding 
factions  of  the  United  Garment  Workers  were  almost  unanimously 
defeated. 

One  asking  the  federation  to  appoint  a  committee  of  five  to  inves- 
tigate the  question  of  forming  a  Needle  Workers'  Department, 
introduced  by  the  delegates  representing  the  Ladies'  Garment 
Workers'  Union,  who  thus  far  have  been  in  strong  sympathy  with 
the  seceding  faction  of  the  United  Garment  Workers'  Union,  was 
defeated. 

In  the  arguments,  among  those  who  were  foremost  in  opposing 
the  resolution  was  President  Frank  McNulty  of  the  Electrical 
Workers,  who  has  just  completed  a  six  years'  factional  fight  caused 
by  seceding  members. 

Mr.  McNulty  said  if  like  action  had  been  taken  by  the  Federa- 
tion when  the  seceders  came  before  it  six  years  ago  the  trouble  would 
have  been  settled  quickly.  Mr.  McNulty  made  a  strong  plea  foj  the 
defeat  of  that  and  any  other  resolution  that  would  in  any  way  tend 
to  encourage  seceding  factions  of  any  organization. 

Always,  he  said,  trouble  of  this  kind  arises  over  certain  men  who 
are  defeated  for  office,  or  by  those  members  who  cannot  run  the 
organization  as  they'd  like  to. 

Secretary  B.  A.  Larger  of  the  United  Garment  Workers  went 
into  details  regarding  the  trouble  caused  by  the  seceders,  and  re- 
pudiated a  statement  made  by  Delegate  Walker  of  the  Mine  Workers 
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to  the  effect  that  60,000  men  and  women  were  dissatisfied  with  tfie 
manner  in  which  Larger  and  Rickert  are  conducting  the  offices  of 
the  United  Garment  Workers.  Mr.  Larger  said  the  seceders  num- 
ber not  more  than  16,000,  and  that  the  trouble  is  caused  mostly  by 
a  few  men  whom  he  feels  certain  have  been  prompted  to  make 
trouble  by  outsiders.  By  this  he  meant  that  manufacturers  are 
doing  their  utmost  to  break  up  the  organization  and  had  succeeded 
in  securing  a  few  prominent  members  to  act  as  their  tools. 

Our  organizer,  Sara  A.  Conboy,  made  a  stirring  appeal  to  the 
delegates  in  behalf  of  the  striking  Textile  Workers  of  the  Fulton 
Bag  and  Cotton  Mills,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  depicting  a  vivid  picture  of 
the  conditions  under  which  these  Textile  Workers  had  been  com- 
pelled to  work;  the  unsanitary  conditions  that  surrounded  the  com- 
pany shacks,  where  they  had  been  compelled  to  live  for  years;  and 
also  explained  to  the  delegates  present  the  terms  of  the  vicious  con- 
tract under  which  these  people  were  employed,  constituting  a  state 
of  peonage. 

Mrs.  Conboy  made  a  deep  impression  on  the  delegates  as  she  pic- 
tured the  miserable  conditions  under  which  these  Textile  Workers 
had  been  compelled  to  work  for  many  years.  The  two  delegates  from 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  took  the  floor  when  Mrs.  Conboy  concluded  her 
speech  and  emphatically  stated  that  bad  as  the  picture  was  which 
Mrs.  Conboy  had  painted  to  the  delegates,  in  their  opinion,  all  she 
said  was  true,  and  if  anything  she  had  not  pictured  conditions  quite 
as  bad  as  they  really  were. 

As  a  result  of  Mrs.  Conboy 's  plea,  over  $500  was  raised  by 
voluntary  contributions  from  the  delegates  in  aid  of  the  strikers  in 
Atlanta,  Ga. 

Before  closing  this  Report,  we  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
thanking  all  those  delegates  who  made  it  possible  for  us  to  attend 
this  great  Convention  of  Labor,  which  offers  such  splendid  oppor- 
tunities for  education  in  the  principles  of  the  great  American  Labor 
Movement.  Fraternally  yours, 

(Signed)  John  Golden, 
Tobias  Hall. 

Delegate  Powers:  I  move  that  the  Report  be  accepted.  Sec- 
onded. Carried. 
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President  Golden  introduced  Brother  David  Benjamin  of  the 
Cigar  Makers'  Union  97  of  Boston,  Mass.  Brother  Benjamin  in 
a  few  well  chosen  words  urged  the  delegates  to  be  liberal  in  the 
payment  of  per  capita  tax  and  assessments  and  claimed  that  the 
success  of  the  International  Cigar  Makers'  Union  could  be  chiefly 
attributed  to  the  liberality  of  its  members  in  their  willingness  to  pay 
high  dues  and  assessments.  A  rising  vote  of  thanks  was  extended  to 
Brother  Benjamin  for  his  splendid  address. 

President  Golden  then  introduced  President  Gottesman  of  the 
Union  Label  Products  Association  of  New  York  City,  who  addressed 
the  delegates  on  the  value  of  purchasing  Union  Label  Products  and 
was  given  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  for  his  splendid  address. 

President  Golden:  There  is  a  letter  here,  sent  with  a  request 
that  it  be  read  before  the  Convention,  and  after  that  I  would  sug- 
gest that  it  be  turned  over  to  the  Committee  on  Organization.  It 
is  not  in  the  form  of  a  resolution,  but  I  think  we  should  comply 
with  the  request  that  it  be  presented  to  the  Convention  and  then 
with  a  motion  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Organization. 

Acting  Secretary  Conboy  read  the  following  letter: 

• 

GEORGIA  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR. 

October  14,  1915. 

Mr.  John  Golden,  President, 

United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 

Dear  Mr.  Golden: — It  has  been  my  intention  for  some  time  to 
write  you  relative  to  placing  a  representative  in  Georgia  to  work 
among  the  Textile  Workers  of  this  State.  All  lines  of  industry 
have  much  improvedand  it  seems  to  me  now  would  be  a  splendid 
time  to  again  take  up  organization  work.  The  strike  of  a  year  ago 
has  had  a  far-reaching  effect  upon  your  people  and  it  would  be  a 
pity  to  allow  the  lesson  of  that  splendid  struggle  waged  by  me 
textile  worker  to  be  entirely  lost.  I  am  sure  that  I  appreciate  as 
much  as  anyone  that  the  task  is  a  hard  one  and  that  it  will  require 
persistent  effort  on  the  part  of  someone  to  press  home  the  immense 
value  and  importance  of  organization  among  these  people,  but  are 
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we  to  balk,  or  to  become  frightened,  at  the  bigness  of  it,  or,  rather, 
should  we  grapple  with  the  situation  until  we  master  it? 

On  becoming  President  of  the  Georgia  Federation  of  Labor  it 
was  my  hope  and  ambition  to  use  the  machinery  of  the  State  body 
to  help  the  textile  worker,  for  no  one  can  be  more  impressed  with 
the  utter  helplessness  of  these  poor,  exploited  wage-slaves  than  am  I, 
but  circumstances  have  arose  during  the  past  six  months  over  which 
I  have  no  control,  which  prohibit  the  State  body  from  carrying  on 
an  active  campaign  in  the  interest  of  any  trade.  For  the  coming 
few  months  the  very  best  that  we  can  do  is  to  mark  time  and  we 
will  consider  ourselves  fortunate,  indeed,  if  we  hold  our  own.  How- 
ever, the  time  will  come  when  organized  labor  of  Georgia  will  be 
of  material  assistance  to  the  textile  worker.  In  the  meantime,  and 
particularly  at  this  time,  I  feel  satisfied  the  United  Textile  Workers 
of  America  could  do  valuable  work  here.  A  rich  harvest  is  awaiting 
the  reaper  from  the  seed  that  was  sown  twelve  months  ago  and  I 
would  be  extremely  sorry  should  your  organization  fail  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  opportunity. 

Trusting  you  will  give  this  matter  earnest  consideration  and  find 
your  way  clear  to  station  an  organizer  in  this  field  at  an  early  date; 
with  best  wishes  for  the  future  success  of  your  International,  and 
with  kindest  personal  regards,  I  am, 

Yours  fraternally, 

(Signed)  Louis  P.  Marquardt, 
President,  Georgia  Federation  of  Labor. 

Delegate  Chapman  of  Paterson  moved  that  the  matter  be 
turned  over  to  the  Committee  on  Organization.    Seconded.  Carried. 

President  Golden  :  We  will  now  proceed  to  take  up  the  protest 
against  Samuel  Diskin,  and  we  will  hear  the  protestants  first. 

Delegate  Carney,  Local  702,  Philadelphia:  Mr.  Chairman  and 
Delegates — I  introduced  this  protest  against  Delegate  Diskin  on 
the  grounds  that  when  we  get  a  communication  to  elect  delegates 
to  this  Convention,  the  per  capita  tax  has  to  be  paid  up  until  the  end 
of  September.  This  man,  Diskin,  who  came  here  to  represent  the 
Piece  Dyers  as  proxy,  is  not  a  member  of  any  local  union  affiliated 
with  the  United  Textxile  Workers.    There  hasn't  been  any  per 
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capita  tax  paid  on  him  from  the  organization  that  he  represented  in 
Philadelphia  a  year  ago.  This  information  I  got  from  the  organiza- 
tion that  he  was  a  member  of  at  that  time.  The  delegate  this  morn- 
ing admitted  in  front  of  the  Committee  that  he  was  no  member  of 
any  organization  affiliated  with  the  United  Textile  Workers  of 
America,  and  I  don't  think  that  it  would  be  fair  to  seat  anybody 
that  isn't  a  member  of  the  organization  as  a  delegate  here.  That 
is  the  reason  that  I  have  entered  my  protest  against  Diskin. 

President  Golden:  It  might  be  well,  so  that  the  delegates  can 
discuss  this  matter  more  intelligently,  to  read  the  rule  on  repre- 
sentation at  the  Convention: 

"Rule  17  on  Page  13:  Basis  of  Representation.  The  basis  of 
representation  to  all  conventions  shall  be  one  delegate  for  every  200 
members  or  fractional  part  thereof.  None  but  bonafide  Textile 
Workers  shall  be  allowed  a  seat  in  the  Convention,  provided,  how- 
ever, that  Textile  Workers  who  have  been  black-listed  and  are 
unable  to  secure  work  at  the  trade  and  who  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  a  bonafide  Textile  Union  may  be  seated  in  the 
Convention. 

"And  be  it  further  provided  that  in  localities  where  it  has  been 
impossible,  through  any  cause  whatsoever,  to  get  a  Textile  Worker 
to  act  as  a  delegate,  the  local  union  may  select  some  other  person, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Convention."  The  last  paragraph  of 
that  rule  bears  upon  this  case.  It  is  upon  that  part  of  the  law 
that  this  case  is  based,  and  your  interpretation  of  the  law,  of  course, 
will  decide  the  matter,  but  before  you  submit  any  motion  to  the 
Convention,  is  there  any  objection  to  hearing  from  the  party  in 
question  ? 

Delegate  Carney,  Local  Union  702,  Philadelphia,  Pa.:  I  object 
to  anything  until  he  is  either  seated  or  refused  a  seat.  I  will  object 
until  this  thing  is  thrashed  out.  I  will  have  something  to  say  later 
on  to  prove  that  I  am  without  a  doubt  fair  and  right  in  it  and  there 
isn't  anything  personal  in  it  at  all. 

Delegate  McIntyre^  Local  825,  Philadelphia,  Pa.:  Delegate 
Carney  has  not  given  the  man  a  chance  to  talk  for  himself. 

Delegate  Thomas,  Local  890,  Philadelphia,  Pa. :  I  believe,  Mr. 
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Chairman,  it  would  be  nothing  more  than  an  act  of  courtesy  on  the 
part  of  Brother  Carney  at  least  to  allow  the  Brother  to  defend  him- 
self or  say  why  he  thought  he  was  entitled  to  be  seated  here,  and  if 
it  is  necessary,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  make  a  motion  that  the 
Brother  be  granted  the  floor.  Seconded.  Carried.  (One  protest 
from  Brother  Carney.) 

Delegate  Diskin,  Piece  Dyers,  Philadelphia,  Pa.:  1  know  why 
Carney  is  against  me,  but  I  v/on't  mention  that  on  the  floor.  I 
am  a  Textile  Worker  from  Local  943.  They  are  dissolved  now 
and  don't  exist,  and  naturally  I  couldn't  be  a  member  of  that  local. 
Being  a  Philadelphia  man  and  interested  always  in  the  Textile 
Workers,  the  Piece  Dyers  asked  me  to  represent  their  local,  and  I 
thought  it  would  be  all  right.  Of  course,  it  is  up  to  the  Convention 
whether  I  am  seated  or  rejected.    That  is  all  that  I  can  say. 

Delegate  O'Donnell,  Local  702,  Philadelphia,  Pa.:  Since  the 
Piece  Dyers  have  requested  Delegate  Diskin  to  represent  them,  I 
move  that  he  be  seated  in  the  Convention.  Seconded. 

Delegates  McDonnell  of  Local  Union  702,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
and  McKosKY  of  Local  Union  706,  Philadelphia.  Pa.,  then  spoke 
in  favor  of  seating  the  delegate. 

Delegate  Carney  strongly  opposed  the  motion  and  said  he  could 
not  understand  how  this  delegate  could  be  seated  when  he  had  not 
been  sent  by  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Piece  Dyers'  Union, 
Philadelphia. 

Delegate  Thomas^  Local  890,  Philadelphia,  said  he  had 
talked  with  President  Moran  of  the  Piece  Dyers'  Union,  Phila- 
delphia, just  before  starting  for  the  Convention  and  was  informed 
by  him  that  the  Piece  Dyers'  Union  had  sent  Diskin  as  a  delegate 
to  the  Convention,  therefore  he  believed  he  could  be  seated. 

Delegate  Turner,  Local  856,  Philadelphia,  spoke  in  favor  of 
seating  Brother  Diskin  and  stated  that  he  was  present  when  Presi- 
dent Moran  asked  Diskin  to  represent  them  at  the  Convention. 

President  Golden  stated  that  Acting  Secretary  Conboy  had  a 


UNITED  TEXTILE  WORKERS  OF  AMERICA 


57 


letter  that  might  throw  light  on  the  situation.  Acting  Secretary 
Conboy  then  read  the  following  letter : 

Mrs.  Sara  A.  Conboy,  Acting  Secretary-Treasurer, 

United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 
Dear  Sister: 

Enclosed  please  find  credential  for  Samuel  Diskin  who  will  repre- 
sent the  Piece  Dyers  at  the  National  Convention  and  we  are  glad 
to  send  you  credential  for  Brother  Diskin. 

Fraternally  yours, 

James  Moran,  President, 
Charles  Dorsey,  Secretary, 

L.  U.  726,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Delegate  Fleming,  Holyoke,  Mass.,  stated  that  he  did  not  wish 
to  take  any  side  in  this  Philadelphia  fight  but  warned  the  delegates 
against  establishing  any  precedent  that  might  prove  dangerous  later. 

Delegate  Starr  of  Paterson,  said  he  believed  it  would  not  be 
right  in  face  of  the  rule  bearing  on  this  question  to  seat  the  delegate 
who  IS  not  a  bona  fide  textile  worker  in  the  right  way,  and  moved 
to  amend  the  motion  that  Brother  Diskin  have  the  privilege  of  the 
Convention  without  voice  or  vote.   The  amendment  was  seconded. 

Delegate  Van  Vleit,  Philadelphia,  said  he  thought  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Convention  to  act  on  the  credential  and  thereby  de- 
termine whether  they  will  seat  this  man  or  not. 

President  Golden  at  this  point  stated  that  it  was  perfectly  in 
order  for  any  delegate  to  move  an  amendment  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Credentials. 

Delegate  Hall,  of  Philadelphia,  Local  Union  25,  offered  a  sub- 
stitute motion  for  the  whole  that  the  credential  lay  over  until  to- 
morrow, or  such  time  as  he  gets  his  good  standing  card,  showing 
that  he  is  a  member  of  an  affiliated  union  with  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor.  Seconded. 

Delegate  McDonnell  rose  to  a  point  of  order  stating  that  in 
his  opinion  the  substitute  conflicted  with  the  law.  Point  of  order 
was  sustained. 


58 


FIFTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


Delegate  Dickie:  I  respectfully  move  the  previous  question. 
Carried. 

President  Golden:  The  motion  is  to  accept  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  that  the  party  in  question  be 
seated.  The  amendment  is  that  the  party  protested  be  seated  with- 
out voice  or  vote.  The  amendment  to  the  amendment  is  to  leave  the 
matter  over  until  to-morrow  for  further  consideration  and  give  him 
an  opportunity  to  produce  his  union  card.  The  amendment  to  the 
amendment  is  the  first  to  be  considered. 

Acting  Secretary  Conboy:  Nineteen  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment;  46  against  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment. 

President  Golden:  I  therefore  declare  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment  lost.   The  question  is  now  on  the  amendment. 

Acting  Secretary  Conboy:  Those  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
10;  those  opposed  to  the  amendment  52. 

President  Golden  :  The  amendment  is  lost.  The  question  now 
recurs  to  the  original  motion  to  seat  the  delegate. 

Acting  Secretary  Conboy:  Those  voting  in  favor  of  the  mo- 
tion 55 ;  those  opposed  to  it  9. 

President  Golden:  The  original  motion  is  carried  and  the  dele- 
gate seated. 

President  Golden  then  introduced  Miss  Gertrude  Barnum  of 
Chicago  as  one  of  the  women  who  is  always  ready  to  go  on  the  firing 
line  when  the  workers  were  involved  in  an  industrial  conflict.  Miss 
Barnum  made  a  stirring  address  on  the  great  need  of  organizing  the 
women  workers  of  the  country  and  volunteered  her  assistance  at  any 
time  when  it  was  possible  to  render  same. 

Vice-President  Tansey  moved  that  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  be 
given  to  Miss  Barnum  and  said  he  had  very  fond  recollections  of  the 
splendid  work  done  by  Miss  Barnum  during  the  great  Fall  River 
strike  of  textile  workers  in  1904. 

Delegate  Hall  rose  and  seconded  the  motion  and  said,  "This  is 
one  of  the  occasions  when  I  agree  with  Brother  Tansey." 
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Thursday  Morning,  October  21,  1915. 

Roll-call.   All  delegates  present. 

Presentation  of  report  of  Committee  on  President's  report  by 
Delegate  Tobias  Hall,  as  follows: 

Your  Committee  on  President's  report  begs  leave  to  submit  the 
following  report  and  recommendations. 

We  concur  with  the  President's  report  as  a  whole  and  commend 
him  for  the  excellent  work  he  has  done  in  the  past  5^ear,  and  we  sub- 
mit the  following  recommendations  and  trust  that  they  will  meet 
with  your  approval. 

ORGANIZATION. 

Section  1.  We  recommend  that  the  incoming  Executive  Officers 
push  the  work  of  Organization  to  the  fullest  extent  of  their  ability 
and  finances. 

We  further  recommend  that  the  above  mentioned  officers  be  in- 
structed that  where  there  are  workers  not  understanding  the  English 
language,  organizers  be  secured  that  can  understand  their  language. 

Section  2.  We  strongly  recommend  that  all  the  support  possible 
be  given  to  the  South  and  whenever  possible  an  organizer  or  or- 
ganizers be  sent  to  this  district. 

Section  3.  We  further  recommend  that  this  convention  thank 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  for  the  moral  and  financial  sup- 
port given  in  the  past  and  also  for  this  same  support  that  may  be 
given  in  the  future. 

secession. 

Section  4.  We  recommend  that  the  Convention  go  on  record 
strongly  endorsing  the  actions  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
in  regards  to  secession,  and  demand  that  all  State  Branches,  Central 
Labor  Unions,  Trade  Councils,  act  in  accordance  with  this  policy  of 
unseating  the  secessionists. 

eight  hour  day. 

Section  5.  We  recommend  that  the  Convention  go  on  record 
committing  itself  to  support  any  organization  or  trade  that  may  in- 
augurate a  movement  for  the  eight  hour  day  and  that  our  Executive 
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Officers  give  all  the  aid  possible,  and  we  further  recommend  that  all 
our  Executive  Officers  give  all  the  aid  possible  to  any  legislation  tend- 
ing to  shorten  all  the  hours  of  labor  for  women  and  the  abolition  of 
Child  Labor. 

UNION  LABEL. 

Section  6.  We  recommend  the  recommendations  in  regard  to 
the  Union  Label  be  turned  over  to  the  Label  Committee  for  their 
consideration  and  action. 

TEXTILE  WORKERS  JOURNAL. 

Section  7.  The  President  in  his  report  suggests  that  he  has 
several  recommendations  in  regards  to  the  Journal,  so  in  deference 
to  his  suggestion  we  have  made  no  recommendation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Tobias  Hall,  President, 
Wm.  J.  Patton,  Secretary, 
(Signed)    Annie  Reagan, 
John  G.  Flood, 
Thos.  a.  Breck. 

Delegate  Chapman:  During  the  late  strike  at  Paterson  there 
was  a  time  when  a  certain  manufacturer  agreed  that  he  would  sign 
an  agreement  for  the  eight  hour  day  but  the  people  who  had  the 
matter  in  charge  refused  to  let  those  people  go  to  work  unless  all 
of  the  manufacturers  signed  an  agreement  under  the  same  rule,  and 
therefore  those  who  were  agreeable  to  giving  them  an  eight  hour  day 
and  an  increase  in  wages  were  not  given  the  privilege  of  doing  so 
because  the  other  workers  would  not  let  their  men  go  to  work. 

Delegate  Metcalfe:  1  would  just  like  to  say  one  or  two  words 
in  regard  to  the  eight  hour  day.  It  is  quite  possible  that  some  of  us 
think  that  this  is  just  a  minor  thing,  that  there  are  other  things  which 
are  greater,  but  there  is  not  a  greater  thing  on  earth  than  getting  a 
reduction  of  hours  because  it  is  the  only  possible  lasting  benefit  to  the 
working  class.  If  you  go  in  for  a  rise  in  wages,  immediately  or  very 
shortly  afterwards  you  will  find  the  commodities  have  risen,  also, 
which  makes  a  raise  in  wages  of  no  use,  but  if  you  go  in  for  the  re- 
duction of  hours,  you  are  reducing  the  unemployment  and  unem- 
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ployment  is  the  problem  of  the  working  class.  It  has  to  be  solved 
before  we  can  solve  anything  else;  consequently  I  wish  to  be  known 
in  this  convention  as  favoring  not  an  eight  hour  day  but  six  hours, 
if  possible. 

Delegate  Taylor  of  Philadelphia,  moved  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  be  concurred  in  and  said  in  reference  to  Section  5,  he  was 
pleased  to  note  the  strong  stand  taken  by  President  Golden  in  favor 
of  the  eight  hour  day  and  believed  the  time  was  ripe  for  the  textile 
workers  to  inaugurate  such  a  movement  to  carry  out  the  pioneer 
work  accomplished  at  Pompton  Lakes,  Brooklyn,  and  West  New 
York  to  a  final  conclusion. 

President  Golden  stated  that  at  the  last  Convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  that  Body  not  only  re-affirmed  its  en- 
dorsement of  the  eight  hour  day  but  also  endorsed  the  six  hour  work 
day  as  advocated  by  the  building  trades,  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  going  on  record  to  support  any  International  Union  making 
a  fight  for  a  shorter  work  day. 

Delegate  Carney  of  Philadelphia,  moved  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  President's  Report  be  accepted  as  a  whole.  Unani- 
mously carried. 

Delegate  Sara  Conboy:  I  would  like  the  privilege  of  the  floor 
of  this  convention.  This  is  Thursday  morning  of  the  Convention 
and  I  have  waited  since  Monday  morning  for  some  delegates  to  bring 
in  here  something  pertaining  to  a  man  who  has  been  a  prominent 
figure  in  our  conventions  ever  since  I  have  known  of  the  conven- 
tions and  for  many  years  before  I  even  knew  there  was  a  labor  move- 
ment existing.  Nothing  has  come  in  and  I  am  sure  that  many  of 
the  delegates  here  miss  the  face  of  Secretary  Hibbert,  and  I  move 
that  we  have  three  minutes  of  utter  silence  in  this  hall  in  respect  to 
our  late  Secretary  Hibbert.  Motion  seconded  and  unanimously 
carried. 

Three  minutes  of  silence. 

Vice-President  Tansey  presents  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Resolutions. 

Whereas  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  Organized  Workers 
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should  take  a  more  prominent  part  in  the  shaping  of  the  laws  cf  our 
different  States  and  whereas  we  are  the  delegates  and  representatives 
of  thousands  of  organized  workers;  be  it 

Resolved  that  we  endorse  any  action  that  will  tend  to  give  us 
a  direct  political  labor  party  in  any  of  our  several  States. 

(Signed)    John  T.  Pomfrett, 
Thos.  Bracken. 
The  committee  concurs  in  this  resolution.    Motion  to  accept  the 
report  of  the  committee.  Seconded. 

Delegate  Clements  of  Brooklyn:  Have  I  understood  correctly 
that  the  proposition  is  to  take  political  action  among  the  different 
organizations  ? 

Vice-President  Tansey:  As  I  understand  the  resolution,  we 
endorse  any  action  that  will  tend  to  give  us  a  direct  political  labor 
party  in  any  of  our  several  States;  it  does  not  permit  you  to  form  a 
political  party. 

Delegate  Clements  :  I  desire  to  state  that  in  the  city  of  Brook- 
lyn for  this  campaign  that  is  now  coming  on,  there  was  a  party  re- 
cently organized  known  as  "The  Independent  Working  Men*s 
Party"  which  has  for  its  object  that  none  but  men  bearing  union 
cards  shall  be  eligible  for  office.  I  think  it  is  one  of  the  finest  move- 
ments that  could  be  inaugurated  by  labor.  We  have  heard  it  stated 
here  that  we  never  get  anything  from  politicians.  That  has  been  the 
trouble  in  Brooklyn.  We  have  a  Congressman  and  when  the  Immi- 
grant Bill  came  up  in  Congress  last  year,  he  voted  against  it,  and  he 
bears  a  card  but  is  dominated  by  one  of  the  big  parties  over  there. 
Nevertheless,  I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  endorsing  this  proposition, 
Mr.  President. 

Delegate  Starr  of  Paterson :  I  want  to  tell  you  that  we  have  a 
very  strong  political  league  in  Paterson,  and  we  have  asked  all  the 
candidates  to  appear  before  us  in  order  that  a  number  of  questions 
that  have  been  drawn  up  in  legal  form  may  be  put  to  the  candidates. 
The  way  we  have  started  is  to  make  a  rule  that  if  the  men  cannot 
stand  up  under  the  questions,  they  are  ineligible.  I  want  to  say 
that  the  people  of  Paterson  do  not  believ?  in  putting  politics  into  the 
labor  organization — that  is,  some  of  us  do  and  some  of  us  don't.  I 
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think  it  is  not  a  good  thing  to  do,  and  for  that  reason  we  have  formed 
this  political  labor  league,  and  we  think  we  can  get  around  it 
independent  of  all  parties.  I  think,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  the  intent 
that  this  resolution  be  carried  out  in  the  different  States. 

Delegate  Fleming  ,of  Holyoke :  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
delegates  in  Paterson  have  given  very  much  consideration  to  the  mat- 
ter or  not  and  I  do  not  know  whether  you  realize  just  what  you  are 
doing.  I  do  not  know  how  deeply  you  have  delved  into  the  question 
of  the  formation  of  a  political  labor  party  and  what  it  means.  The 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  convention  after  convention,  has  been 
opposed  to  the  formation  of  a  labor  party. 

While  labor  has  not  received  as  much  as  it  should  from  the  legis- 
latures of  this  country,  no  man  can  say  but  that  there  have  been 
many  benefits  derived  from  them,  many  laws  enacted  favorable  to  the 
workers,  by  the  use  of  a  balance  of  power  controlled  by  the  labor 
vote. 

Delegate  Pomfitt:  Being  the  maker  of  this  motion,  I  would 
like  to  speak  on  it.  I  have  been  on  the  trade  council  for  quite  a 
while.  We  have  been  asked  many  times  to  vote  for  men  who  are 
going  to  keep  our  movement  going.  We  have  found  in  dealing  with 
these  representatives  that  there  is  a  lot  of  concocted  business  be- 
tween these  various  parties — say,  one  representative  can  be  elected 
from  one  party  and  another  from  another  party.  Now,  we  can't  get 
anything  from  people  of  that  sort. 

It  is  my  idea  that  we  should  get  together  and  I  want  to  say  that 
last  month  this  went  through  in  the  State  Federation  of  Massa- 
chusetts in  September. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  :  It  has  been  the  custom  for  a  good  many 
years  that  the  instant  a  trade  unionist  approached  the  subject  of 
political  action  in  his  organization,  he  was  simply  told  to  sit  down, 
that  no  politics  were  allowed  in  there.  What  has  been  the  result? 
While  the  trade  unionists  have  kept  political  action  absolutely  out  of 
their  organization,  the  corporation  and  capitalists  of  this  country 
went  into  it,  and  I  am  going  to  ask  you  in  all  fairness  who  is  the 
better  off  in  this  game  so  far?  There  has  not  been  a  municipal, 
state  or  national  body  that  ever  met  where  they  have  not  had  their 
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representatives  to  absolutely  control  and  nominate  the  men  who  were 
elected  there.  If  political  action  has  made  them  the  success  they  are, 
and  we  must  admit  it,  why  is  it  not  good  for  us?  I  want  to  tell 
you  that  if,  in  strikes,  we  were  powerful  enough  politically,  to  con- 
trol the  protectors  of  public  safety,  the  policemen  would  not  be 
allowed  to  club  strikers  and  we  would  be  allowed  to  exercise  the 
lawful  rights  of  picketting.  We  are  not  powerful  enough  to  enforce 
that. 

We  could  elect  judges  that  would  not  govern  the  workers  of  this 
country  by  injunction.  They  care  absolutely  nothing  for  the  rights 
of  working  men  in  this  country,  for  they  are  selected  by  the  corpora- 
tions and  capitalists  to  act  in  their  interests.  And  still  we  say,  **We 
will  have  no  political  action  in  our  organizations."  And  like  slaves 
we  go  out  and  vote  for  men  who  have  been  selected  by  the  very  men 
who  have  tried  to  drive  the  labor  movement  out  of  this  country. 

Delegate  Larraby:  I  want  to  go  on  record  as  opposing  any 
movement  whatsoever  by  this  Convention  favoring  a  third  political 
party. 

President  Golden:  I  hope  this  recommendation  of  the  Commit- 
tee does  not  go  through.  I  know  that  the  Massachusetts  State  Fed- 
eration a  short  time  ago  went  on  record  after  a  heated  argument  in 
favor  of  a  political  Labor  Party. 

What  Delegate  Fleming  says  is  absolutely  true.  This  matter  was 
threshed  out  for  almost  four  years;  first,  in  the  Denver  Convention 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  and  some  of  the  ablest  men 
in  the  convention  took  sides  against  each  other.  Each  succeeding 
Convention  has  re-affirmed  that  position.  Let  me  make  this  clear 
to  you. 

I  concur  in  every  single  word  that  Delegate  O'Donnell  has  said. 
Of  course  the  courts  are  against  us;  of  course  the  politicians  arc 
against  us,  except  when  it  suits  their  political  convenience  to  be  with 
us,  but  under  the  present  conditions  and  under  our  present  political 
strength,  a  Labor  Party  would  be  inadvisable.  Delegate  O'Donnell, 
in  my  judgment,  made  one  of  the  best  arguments  against  going  on 
record  for  a  clean-cut  political  labor  party  at  this  time,  that  any  man 
up  to  the  present  has  made,  when  he  said  and  admitted  to  you,  "If 
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we  were  only  strong  enough."  There  is  the  point — if  we  were  only 
strong  enough.  We  are  not  strong  enough  and  the  delegate  speaking 
in  favor  of  the  acceptance  of  the  resolution  said  so.  The  only  reason 
why  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  and  every  international  union 
that  I  have  any  knowledge  of  up  to  the  present  time  has 
gone  on  record  against  the  establishment  of  a  clean-cut  political  labor 
party  at  this  time  is  the  small  number  of  voters  that  we  have.  Are 
we  going  to  be  the  first  to  do  something  not  in  accord  with  the  best 
thought  of  the  best  men  in  our  labor  movement,  who  have  dug  deep 
underneath  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  attempt  is  not 
opportune  ? 

My  friends,  I  am  not  ready  to  become  a  political  football.  What 
we  want  is  this:  Labor  men  to  go  out  and  to  preach  this  gospel  of 
voting  and  pledging  men  who  are  now  in  power  and  educating  this 
political  idea  into  the  minds  of  thousands  and  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  labor  men  who  have  a  vote.  What  we  want  to  do  is  to  go  into 
the  rank  and  file  of  our  organization  and  into  the  byw^ays  and  hedges 
and  say  to  the  people,  "Preach  your  doctrine  of  a  political  Labor 
Party,  if  you  will,  but  preach  another  doctrine.  You  need  other 
allies  with  you  and  one  of  the  best  allies  you  can  have  is  secured 
when  you  line  up  the  women  for  your  political  Labor  Party." 
(Applause.) 

Labor  men  are  being  put  into  Congress  more  and  more  every  year. 

Argument  after  argument  can  be  presented  in  regard  to  the  inad- 
visability  of  the  Independent  Labor  Party.  I  believe  it  ultimately 
will  come.  It  may  not  come  in  my  day,  but  it  will  come  in  the  life- 
time of  some  of  the  delegates  here,  because  things  are  moving  swiftly. 
But  the  time  is  not  opportune.  The  big  dominant  parties  would 
welcome  and  are  urging  that  the  labor  men  form  an  independent 
labor  party  for  the  very  purpose  of  which  I  have  told  you;  because 
then  they  could  make  it  into  a  football  game  instead  of  a  political 
game,  and  therefore  I  hope  and  trust  that  it  does  not  go  out  into 
the  country  and  the  great  American  Federation  of  Labor  that  our 
United  Textile  Workers*  organization,  fighting  as  it  is  for  a  foot- 
hold in  every  textile  manufacturing  city  and  town  in  the  country, 
fighting  for  better  conditions  for  our  people,  for  the  elimination  of 
child  labor,  for  the  shortening  of  hours  of  labor  and  a  higher  wage 
standard,  is  in  favor  of  a  political  labor  party.    I  hope  that  this  Con- 
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vention  at  this  time  does  not  commit  suicide  by  favoring  a  resolution" 
that  will  hurt  us,  and  that  we  will  show  the  intelligence  that  has  been 
shown  by  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  and  say,  "Yes,  Mr. 
Advocate  of  a  political  Labor  Party,  we  are  with  you  in  all  your 
principles,  but  in  our  judgment  the  time  to  strike  the  blow  is  not  just 
now."  (Applause.) 

The  motion  to  concur  in  the  recommendation  of  the  committee 
was  defeated.  , 

Delegate  Fleming  of  Holyoke:  The  official  representative  of 
the  Philadelphia  Convention  will  now  present  his  report — the  Phila- 
delphia Convention  that  has  been  holding  a  caucus  outside! 

Delegate  Hall  :  We  reserve  the  right,  of  course,  as  long  as  there 
is  nothing  in  the  constitution  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  to 
prevent  it,  of  holding  any  caucus  or  anything  that  is  legal.  The 
delegates  from  Massachusetts  have  caucused  previously  and  have  used 
the  steam  roller  that  ran  over  me  more  than  once  when  I  was  a  lone 
delegate  from  Philadelphia.  It  rolled  me  out  so  flat  that  I  didn't 
know  myself. 

Delegate  Farris  presents  the  following  resolution; 

Walter  Gray,  Local  Union  736,  Cloth  Pressers  Union,  Holyoke, 
Mass. 

Resolved,  That  all  delegates  elected  or  attending  United  Textile 
Workers  of  America  Conventions  shall  at  least  wear  five  distinct 
craft  labels;  that  is,  one  label  consisting  of  one  suit  of  clothes,  one 
label  for  United  Garment  Workers,  Boot  and  Shoe  Workers,  United 
Hatters,  Textile  Workers,  A.  F.  of  L.  Label  and  Leather  Workers, 
and  Journeyman  Tailors,  etc. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
(Signed)  Walter  Gray,  Local  Union  736, 

Cloth  Pressers'  Union,  Holyoke,  Mass. 

Label  Committee. 
William  Farris,  Chairman, 
H.  Searles, 
J.  White, 
Jules  Clements, 
John  Higgins, 
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Delegates  Gray,  Taylor,  Farris,  Flood,  Clements,  White,  Cusick, 
McDonnell,  Fleming  and  Wilkinson  discussed  the  resolution,  which 
was  unanimously  adopted. 

Chairman  Farris  of  the  Label  Committee  read  the  following 
resolution : 

Whereas,  On  account  of  the  shape  of  the  Union  Label  and  of 
its  impossibility  of  being  reduced  enough  in  size  for  weaving  pur- 
poses, therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the  Convention  take  steps  to  adopt 
a  Trade  Mark  with  Local  Number  of  Union  weaving  same,  that  can 
be  woven  in  goods  which  will  not  add  extra  expense  to  manufacture, 
and  be  it  further  resolved  that  the  above  shall  not  interfere  in  any 
manner  with  the  regular  Label  of  the  organization,  and  that  it  shall 
also  be  registered  in  Washington. 

"Submitted  by  Local  687. 

The  Committee  recommends  that  it  be  adopted.  Motion  to  fol- 
low out  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee.  Seconded. 

Delegate  Clements:  While  Local  No.  687  introduces  this,  do 
not  think  for  a  moment  that  it  concerns  only  the  Woven  Label 
Weavers.    It  concerns  any  craft  where  weaving  is  used. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Chairman  Farris  read  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  no  firm,  shop,  factory  nor  branch  or  annex  there- 
of shall  be  given  the  use  of  the  Union  Label  whose  scale  of  wages 
or  schedule  of  prices  is  lower  than  the  scale  of  wages  or  schedule  of 
prices  of  the  highest  paid  wages  or  schedule  of  prices,  in  the  same 
line  of  goods,  manufactured  by  any  firm,  shop  or  factory  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 
Submitted  by  Local  Union  687. 

Delegate  McKosky:  I  can  see  unlimited  trouble  for  the  inter- 
national organization.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  organization  ought 
not  to  act  hastily  on  this  matter.  I  believe  that  a  matter  of  this 
kind  should  be  given  the  best  thought  possible  before  it  is  adopted. 
My  suggestion  would  be  that  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  incoming 
Executive  Board  in  order  that  they  may  talk  it  over  and  thoroughly 
understand  what  the  proposition  means.    If  it  is  in  order,  I  so  move. 

On  being  put  to  a  vote,  Delegate  McKosky *s  motion  was  carried. 
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Delegate  Tansey,  presenting  report  of  Committee  on  Resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved,  That  an  agenda  be  submitted  to  all  affiliated  Locals 
at  least  six  weeks  before  any  future  Convention. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  Robert  Metcalf, 
Local  36,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 
The  Committee  report  non-concurrence.    They  have  given  the 
matter  considerable  consideration,  but  are  convinced  it  cannot  be  put 
into  operation  without  making  an  entire  change  in  the  constitution. 

Delegate  Starr:  I  move  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  be 
adopted. 

Delegate  Metcalf  of  New  Bedford  spoke  in  favor  of  his 
resolution. 

President  Golden  opposed  the  resolution  as  being  an  imprac» 
ticable  proposition. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  to  non-concur  in  the  resolution  was 
carried. 

Delegate  Walker  (Committee  on  Resolutions) :  Inasmuch  as 
a  number  of  Full  Fashioned  Hosiery  Knitters'  locals  who  were  for- 
merly connected  with  our  National  Union  have  seen  fit  to  desert  the 
ranks  of  Organized  Labor  by  seceding  from  the  U.  T.  W.  of  A., 
be  it 

Resolved^  That  this  15th  Annual  Convention  go  on  record  as 
condemning  the  action  of  these  locals  and  consider  them  enemies  to 
the  regular  Organized  Labor  Movement,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved^  That  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  and  its  affil- 
iated Unions  and  Central  Bodies  be  notified  of  the  position  of  these 
locals  and  request  such  bodies  to  carry  out  the  laws  of  the  A.  F.  of  L. 
by  unseating  them  from  their  respective  bodies. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  Frank  McKosky, 
Gustave  Geiges, 
F.  Greifenstein, 
William  J.  Patton, 
Full  Fashioned  Hosiery  Knitters  of  Philadelphia. 
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The  Committee  recommends  that  the  resolution  be  concurred  in. 
Motion  to  accept  report  of  Committee.  Seconded. 

Delegate  McMahon:  I  don't  desire  to  take  up  much  of  the 
time  of  the  Convention,  because  I  have  always  been  of  the  opinion 
that  it  wasn't  worth  our  while  bothering  with  unimportant  matters. 
But  I  want  to  say  that  Local  Union  No.  706  of  Full  Fashioned  Knit- 
ters' of  Philadelphia  is  the  only  legitimate  Full  Fashioned  Knitters' 
Organization  at  this  time.  The  rest  of  these  Full  Fashioned  Hosiery 
Knitters  are  being  guided  by  some  misleaders;  they  have  received 
many  benefits  from  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  but 
have  seen  fit  to  set  themselves  up  as  bigger  than  the  Labor  iVIove- 
ment  of  this  country.  We  believe  that  the  local  organizations 
throughout  the  country  who  are  not  aware  of  this  fact  should  be 
made  aware  of  it,  and  that  these  people  should  be  given  no  consid- 
eration whatever  by  a  regular  organized  Labor  Movement  any  more 
than  to  try  to  discourage  them  from  carrying  on  the  work  in  the 
way  they  are  doing  it. 

Delegate  Chapman:  Is  there  only  one  local  now  of  the  Full 
Fashioned  Hosiery  Workers? 

President  Golden:  That  is  all,  and  it  is  bigger  than  the  whole 
of  the  so-called  National  Knitters'  Federation,  put  together. 

Motion  unanimously  carried. 

Delegate  Walker^  report  of  Committee  on  Resolutions: 

Resolved^  That  all  local  unions  be  instructed  to  work  for  an 
annual  week's  vacation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Robert  Metcalf. 
Local  36,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 
The  Committee  concurs  in  this  resolution. 

President  Golden  :  I  suppose  that  vacation  is  any  old  time  when 
you  can  get? 

Delegate  Tansey  :  The  understanding  of  the  Committee  is  thai 
this  resolution  is  optional  to  Textile  Workers  in  the  various  parts 
of  the  country  to  select  the  time. 
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The  resolution  was  discussed  by  Delegates  Hall  of  Philadelphia, 
Metcalf  of  New  Bedford,  Powers  of  Pawtucket,  Ross  of  New  Bed- 
ford,  McKosky  of  Philadelphia. 

Delegate  Farris:  I  represent  the  Hosiery  Workers'  Union  oi 
Philadelphia,  and  as  a  rule  we  find  in  our  particular  craft  that  in- 
stead of  losing  one  week  during  the  year,  we  lose  three  or  four 
months  a  year  on  account  of  depression.  We  find  in  our  organization, 
on  account  of  depression  owing  to  the  war  and  the  resulting  lack  of 
dyes,  that  it  is  difficult  to  collect  the  dues.  I  believe  that  it  would 
be  confusing  to  the  members,  because  we  feel  like  celebrating  it  and 
advertising  it  when  we  get  a  full  week's  pay. 

It  has  been  said  that  a  Textile  Worker  is  generally  about  two 
weeks  away  from  the  almshouse.  While  I  approve  of  the  eight-hour 
day,  I  think  the  question  of  this  week's  vacation  would  simply  be  a 
complicated  aifair.  I  wouldn't  vote  on  this  until  we  get  something 
more  suitable. 

The  motion  is  lost  and  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  is 
not  concurred  in. 

Delegate  Farris:  The  Label  Committee  has  a  resolution  here 
for  your  consideration: 

Be  It  Resolved  at  this  Convention  that  in  future  the  United 
Textile  Workers  of  America  and  affiliated  locals  demand  the  Book 
Binders'  Label  on  all  bound  books  purchased. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  William  Farris, 
Horace  Wilkinson, 
Edward  Callaghan. 

Committee:  W.  Farris,  H.  Searles,  J.  White,  J.  Higgins, 
J.  Clements. 

Resolution  adopted. 
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REPORT  OF  GRIEVANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Whereas,  There  has  been  a  grievance  presented  to  your  Com- 
mittee by  the  Warpers  and  Warphands  of  Local  491  of  Brooklyn, 
New  York;  there  are  about  25  men  involved,  employed  by  the  firm 
of  A.  G.  Jenning  Co.,  Lace  Works,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

The  firm  has  violated  the  agreement  under  v^^hich  they  have  been 
working  for  a  number  of  years,  and  when  protest  was  made  by  the 
Union,  the  firm  refused  to  allow  them  to  go  to  work,  and  these 
men  are  still  out. 

Your  Committee  recommends  that  this  Convention  give  them 
their  full  moral  and  financial  support. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Signed  by  Committee: 

Chas.  McIntyre,  Chairman, 
A.  T.  Harlin, 
George  M.  VanVliet, 
James  S.  Parsley. 

Motion  to  concur  in  the  report  of  the  Committee.  Adopted. 

Delegate  Reagan:  In  the  last  six  months  we  have  done  some 
good  work.  Through  the  office  of  our  National  President,  we  were 
able  to  accomplish  much.  Within  the  last  four  months,  we  were 
able  to  settle  up  three  strikes,  one  strike  of  a  duration  of  nine 
months.  These  men  were  in  a  position  to  meet  the  heads  of  the 
different  firms  and  then  get  them  to  meet  our  committee,  and 
through  those  sources  we  have  been  able  to  clean  up  the  things  in 
Philadelphia,  and  settle  those  strikes.  Both  those  men  are  in  New 
York  today  working  in  the  interests  of  the  trade  unionists  on  a 
strike  that  has  been  going  on  for  some  months.  Though  the  strike 
isn't  an  authorized  one,  they  are  trying  to  fix  matters  up.  I  would 
like  to  make  a  motion,  Mr.  President,  that  this  Convention  instruct 
their  President  to  write  a  letter  of  thanks  and  appreciation  to  Secre- 
tary of  Labor  Wilson  for  the  good  work  that  those  mediators  have 
done  for  the  trade  unionists  in  Philadelphia  and  through  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania.  Seconded. 
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Delegate  McKosky:  I  want  to  say  that  Brother  Reagan  has 
stated  the  facts.  The  work  of  the  members  of  the  Conciliation 
Committee  of  Philadelphia  has  been  most  valuable  to  the  workers 
in  that  section.  I  want  to  say  I  never  found  a  bunch  of  fellows  that 
were  willing  to  go  in  and  deliver  the  punch  more  than  these  fellows. 

President  Golden  :  Ever  since  Secretary  Wilson  went  into  office, 
from  the  time  I  asked  him  to  address  our  Convention  in  Philadelphia, 
up  to  the  many  requests  that  I  have  put  to  him  for  assistance  in 
federal  mediation,  I  have  never  made  a  single  request  yet  but  tnat 
Secretary  Wilson  has  toed  the  line  immediately.    Motion  carried. 

President  Golden  :  It  has  always  been  the  custom  on  Thursday 
afternoon  of  the  Convention  to  set  some  particular  time  for  the 
election  of  officers. 

Motion  that  the  election  of  officers  be  made  a  special  order  of 
business  on  Friday  morning  at  ten  o'clock. 

Delegate  Fleming:  I  move  to  amend,  for  the  reason  that 
if  you  make  it  a  special  order  of  business  at  ten  o'clock,  you  will 
break  up  the  whole  day.  I  think  we  should  make  it  one  o'clock. 
We  can  easily  get  through  with  the  election  of  officers  in  an  hour 
and  adjourn  at  two  o'clock.  Seconded. 

President  Golden:  The  amendment  is  that  the  election  of  offi- 
cers be  made  a  special  order  for  one  o'clock  tomorrow.  Amendment 
carried. 

At  two-thirty  a  motion  was  made  to  adjourn  until  nine  o'clock 
on  Friday  morning.  Carried. 
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Friday  Morning,  October  22,  1915 

Roll  Call.    All  delegates  present. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  of  Philadelphia  read  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Organizers'  Reports. 

Resolution  No.  17,  Art  Square  Weavers'  Local  Union  962: 

Whereas,  There  are  nearly  three  thousand  unorganized  Textile 
Workers  in  Norristown  and  vicinity  who  are  working  for  very  low 
wages  and  under  deplorable  conditions; 

Whereas,  The  Art  Square  Weavers  of  Norristown  have  proved 
that  the  only  way  for  them  to  improve  their  working  conditions  and 
increase  their  wages  is  by  organization; 

Whereas,  We  feel  that  our  recent  victory  of  11  per  cent,  in- 
crease in  wages  and  full  recognition  of  our  Union  have  been  sufficient 
proof  to  convince  them; 

Resolved,  That  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  in  con- 
vention assembled  take  immediate  steps  to  forward  the  organization 
of  the  Textile  Workers  in  that  vicinity  while  our  victory  is  fresh 
in  the  minds  of  the  Textile  Workers  there  with  the  positive  assur- 
ance that  the  members  of  Art  Square  Weavers'  Local  Union  962 
will  lend  every  possible  assistance. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  William  Limpert. 

The  Committee  recommends  that  the  incoming  executive  council 
refer  this  matter  to  the  organizer  in  Philadelphia. 

Delegate  Carney:  I  move  to  receive  and  concur  in  that  leport. 
Seconded. 

Delegate  Limpert  of  Norristown  strongly  urged  that  an 
organizer  be  placed  in  Norristown  as  soon  as  possible.  Resolution 
adopted. 

Delegate  O'Donnell,  Resolution  No.  19: 
To  the  Committee  on  Organizations: 

The  undersigned  wish  to  have  an  Organizer  stationed  in  our  Dis- 
trict, which  is  Maynard,  Mass.  I  do  not  mean  alone  in  our  town, 
but  in  adjacent  towns,  and  would  suggest  Lowell.    We  believe  it 
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would  be  an  excellent  investment  and  take  a  whole  lot  of  work  off 
the  shoulders  of  our  President. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  Thomas  A.  Breck, 
Spinners  Local  787,  Maynard,  Mass. 

Max  Matson, 
Textile  Local  771. 
The  Committee  recommends  that  the  report  be  referred  to  the  in- 
coming Executive  Board  with  power  to  act. 

Delegate  Ross:  I  move  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  be 
concurred  in.  Seconded. 

Delegate  Breck  of  Maynard  and  Delegate  Conboy  spoke  in 
favor  of  the  Resolution.   Report  of  Committee  adopted. 

Delegate  O'Donnell:  There  are  two  resolutions  here,  Nos. 
15  and  16,  and  we  have  coupled  them.  I  believe  they  are  very  nearly 
from  the  same  locality. 

Resolution  No.  15: 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  Local  Union  677  feel  that  the 
good  work  done  in  their  locality  should  be  followed  up  by  the  con- 
tinued presence  of  an  Organizer  and  earnestly  request  this  Conven- 
tion to  take  such  steps  as  they  may  determine  to  help  in  the  upbuild- 
ing of  our  Textile  Union,  which  can  be  done. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  Mary  Thompson. 

Resolution  No.  16: 

Whereas^  Employers  have  many  times  taken  advantage  of  the 
fact  that  our  members  in  good  standing  do  not  receive  benefits  dur- 
ing times  of  discrimination,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved^  That  in  case  any  employer  should  shut  down  his  mill 
or  any  department  thereof,  where  any  of  our  members  are  employed, 
with  the  understanding  that  they,  "the  Employers,"  are  going  to 
discontinue  the  working  of  their  mill  or  any  department  for  any 
reason  whatsoever,  be  it  further 

Resolved^  Should  such  an  employer  again  start  their  mill  or  de- 
partment with  non-union  help,  such  actions  of  employers  should  be 
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considered  discrimination  against  our  members  formerly  employed 
there,  such  members  that  are  in  good  standing  in  this  body  shall  re- 
ceive such  benefits  as  provided  for  in  a  duly  endorsed  strike. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  Wm.  M.  Farris, 
Horace  D.  Wilkinson, 
Edw.  Callaghan. 
The  Committee  recommends  that  these  be  referred  to  the  incom- 
ing Executive  Council  to  comply  with  the  requests  as  soon  as  possible. 

Delegate  Ross:  I  move  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  be  con- 
curred in.  Seconded. 

Delegates  Thompson  and  Larrabee  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
resolution.    Report  of  Committee  adopted. 

Delegate  O'Donnell,  Resolution  No.  19:  I  wish  to  state  that 
th?re  was  a  committee  of  two  appeared  before  the  Organization 
Committee  yesterday  from  these  people,  and  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee  is  that  it  be  referred  to  the  incoming  Executive 
Council. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Fifteenth  Annual  Convention : 
Whereas,  in  many  instances  when  trouble  arises  between  the 
Employer  and  Employee  and  the  General  Officers  are  called  into  the 
situation,  the  Employer  assumes  the  right  to  ignore  the  Local  Com- 
mittee, therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  wherever  possible  in  all  disputes  the  General 
Office  having  the  matter  in  hand  shall  insist  upon  one  or  more  mem- 
bers of  the  Local  involved  being  present  at  time  of  settlement  unless 
otherwise  agreed  upon  by  the  Local. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  Chas.  McIntyre. 

Delegate  Ross:  I  move  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  be 
concurred  in.    Seconded.  Carried. 

Delegate  O'Donnell,  Chicopee,  Mass.,  Resolution  No.  30: 

To>  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of 
America  in  Convention  assembled  at  New  York  City: 

Whereas,  In  all  of  the  large  textile  centers  of  the  country  there 
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are  many  thousands  of  unorganized  Textile  Workers  of  Polish 
parentage  who  do  not  speak  our  language,  and 

Whereas^  It  is  impossible  for  anyone  to  convey  to  these  Polish 
speaking  Textile  Workers  the  real  meaning  of  Trade  Unionism  in 
any  other  way  than  by  speaking  to  them  in  the  Polish  language, 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  Local  Union  751  of  Chicopee,  Mass.,  request 
that  a  Polish  Organizer  be  placed  on  the  staff  of  Organizers  of  the 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America  and  that  he  be  sent  from,  city 
to  city  where  Polish  Textile  Workers  are  employed  until  all  un- 
organized Polish  Textile  Workers  are  members  of  the  United  Tex- 
tile Workers  of  America.        Respectfully  submitted, 

Secretary  L.  U.  761. 

The  Committee  recommends  that  this  resolution  be  referred  to 
the  incoming  Executive  Council. 

Delegate  Ross:  I  move  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  be 
concurred  in.    Seconded.  Carried. 

Delegate  O'Donnell,  Resolution  No.  21 : 
Dyers'  and  Mercerizers'  Union  702,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Believing  that  there  is  a  great  field  for  organization  among  the 
non-union  Dyers  and  Bleachers  of  our  country,  knowing  that  there 
are  thousands  of  able-bodied  men  working  in  the  Dyeing  Industry 
for  the  small  sum  of  seven  or  eight  dollars  per  week. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  adopt  and  recommend  to  the 
incoming  Executive  Committee  that  Organizers  be  placed  in  this 
field,  to  uplift  and  emancipate  the  hardest  working  slaves  in  the 
entire  Textile  Industry.  Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  James  F.  Carney, 
Charles  Dunn, 
William  Gorion, 
Daniel  O'Donnell, 
Arthur  McDonnell. 
This  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Committee. 

Delegate  Ross:  I  move  that  the  report  be  concurred  in. 
Seconded. 

Delegates  O'Donnell,  Hall  and  Carney  of  Philadelphia  and 
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Powers  of  Pawtucket  discussed  the  resolution.  Report  of  Com- 
mittee adopted. 

Delegate  O'Donnell,  Resolution  No.  13: 

Believing  the  time  is  opportune  for  the  organizing  of  the  for- 
eigners engaged  in  our  craft,  and  especially  in  the  City  of  Yonkers, 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  matter  receive  the  earliest  possible  consid- 
eration, and  an  Organizer  speaking  the  Polish  language  be  sent  there 
to  take  up  the  work.       Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  John  Thomas, 

George  M.  VanVliet. 
Tapestry  and  Brussels  Carpet  Workers'  Local  Union  890,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

The  Committee  recommends  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the 
incoming  Executive  Council  to  be  taken  up  at  the  earliest  possible 
time  and  that  they  try  to  comply  with  the  request  made. 

Delegate  Thomas:  The  reason  that  they  are  putting  that  reso- 
lution is  this:  The  Yonkers  shop  is  about  one  of  the  biggest  shops  in 
this  country  in  our  line  of  work.  They  have  something  like  three 
hundred  or  four  hundred  men  that  belong  to  our  trade.  There  is  a 
dissatisfaction  that  Delegates  Thomas  and  Van  Vliet  urged  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution.  Delegate  Cusick  moved  the  adoption 
of  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Motion  adopted. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  read  the  following  resolution: 

ATLANTA  FEDERATION  OF  TRADES. 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  October  19,  1915. 

Mr.  John  Golden. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother: — ^As  Secretary  of  the  Atlanta  Federation 
of  Trades,  I  was  instructed  to  forward  to  you  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  adopted  by  them  at  their  last  regular  meeting. 

Whereas,  We  are  in  need  of  a  more  thorough  system  of  organi- 
zation throughout  the  Southern  States;  and 

Whereas,  We  feel  that  in  order  to  carry  out  a  campaign  of 
organization  necessary  to  solidify  the  workers;  and 

Whereas,  many  of  the  organizations  are  not  situated  so  that 
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they  can  devote  the  time  and  money  necessary  to  organize  their  own 
crafts,  making  it  necessary  to  call  upon  international  unions  to  assist 
them  in  this  work,  and  especially  is  this  true  of  the  Textile  Worker, 
whose  condition  is  perhaps  more  deplorable  than  any  other;  there- 
fore be  it 

Resolved^  That  the  Atlanta  Federation  of  Trades  earnestly  re- 
quests the  United  Textile  Workers'  Union  of  America  to  send 
Organizers  into  the  South  and  endeavor  to  lift  up  the  downtrodden 
Textile  Workers  who  have  made  such  earnest  efforts  to  help  them- 
selves and  which  unassisted  they  have  been  unable  to  do;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved^  That  we  believe  by  earnest  effort  the  Textile  Workers 
could  be  thoroughly  organized  and  made  one  of  the  substantial 
organizations  of  this  section. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  W.  E.  Fleming, 
Local  886. 

We  also  recommend  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  incoming 
Executive  Council. 

Delegate  Ross:  I  move  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  be 
concurred  in.    Seconded.  Adopted. 

Delegate  Bazaar  of  Amsterdam:  I  ask  this  Convention  if  they 
will  try  to  send  an  Organizer  to  our  section  to  get  the  unions 
organized  and  try  to  keep  them  together.  They  are  somewhat  organ- 
ized there,  but  we  never  had  an  Organizer  stay  there  long  enough 
to  get  them  started  right.  They  have  not  had  the  time,  and  they 
asked  me  to  come  before  this  Convention  and  see  if  you  could  send 
an  Organizer  up  there  for  at  least  a  year. 

President  Golden  :  It  would  have  been  better  to  put  that  in  the 
form  of  a  resolution  and  submit  it  to  the  Committee  on  Organiza- 
tion. The  opinion  of  the  Chair  would  be  this:  that  a  motion  to 
refer  the  request  of  the  Delegate  from  Amsterdam  to  the  incoming 
Executive  Council  would  be  in  order. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  request  of  the  Delegate  from 
Amsterdam  be  referred  to  the  incoming  Executive  Council  and  con- 
curred in,  if  possible. 
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Delegate  Conboy:  I  would  like  to  amend  that  and  have  this 
Delegate  appear  before  the  Executive  Board  and  tell  them  his  views 
on  the  matter. 

Carried  and  so  referred. 

Delegate  Statum:  I  have  a  resolution  I  would  like  to  read. 

Delegate  Hall:  I  move  that  the  delegate  get  consent  to  read 
his  resolution. 

Delegate  Statum: 

New  York,  October  21,  1915. 
Whereas^  The  members  of  Local  Union  No.  807,  Knoxville, 
Tennessee,  have  requested  an  advance  of  ten  per  cent,  in  their 
wages,  and 

Whereas^  The  cotton  industry  is  at  this  time  in  a  position  where 
it  seems  possible  for  this  increase  to  be  granted,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  go  on  record  as  giving  their 
hearty  endorsement  to  the  Local  Union  at  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

(Signed)  W.  F.  Statum, 
Minnie  Kelley, 
A.  T.  Harbin, 
A.  T.  Bradley. 

Delegate  Statum:  A  few  words  in  regard  to  this — We  re- 
quested this  two  months  ago  and  it  has  been  dragging  along  now  all 
that  time,  and  we  want  to  bring  this  thing  to  an  issue  on  the  thir- 
tieth of  this  month.  That  is  when  we  will  get  our  final  answer  in 
regard  to  it.  We  want  to  get  the  hearty  co-operation  and  endorse- 
ment of  this  body. 

President  Golden  :  I  might  add  to  the  Delegates'  statement  that 
I  have  been  working  in  co-operation  with  them,  being  so  instructed 
by  the  Emergency  Committee,  and  I  have  had  two  conferences  with 
the  agent  of  the  firm  and  with  the  general  superintendent,  and  one 
conference  with  the  president  of  the  company.  I  feel  somewhat  opti- 
mistic. Of  course,  we  know  that  increases  of  ten  per  cent,  in  wages 
are  not  handed  out  on  a  silver  platter,  and  they  have  been  dilly- 
dallying with  this  thing,  but  in  order  to  protect  ourselves  against 
any  long  drawn  out  negotiations,  we  have  a  kind  of  gentleman's 
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agreement  with  them  and,  in  fact,  the  president  of  the  company  in 
a  communication  has  indicated  that  if  the  advance  is  given,  it  will 
date  back,  and  while  it  looks  very  auspicious  for  securing  the  in- 
crease, of  course  I  believe  in  the  old  adage  that  "a  bird  in  the  hand 
is  worth  two  in  the  bush."  I  rather  think,  however,  that  this  reso- 
lution, endorsed  by  this  Convention  will  strengthen  our  position  and 
I  would  like  very  much  to  see  it  go  through. 

Delegate  Turner  of  Philadelphia:  Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
the  request  of  the  Delegate  from  Tennessee  be  complied  with  and 
that  this  Convention  here  give  them  their  moral  and  financial  sup- 
port in  this  grievance. 

Motion  adopted  unanimously. 

Delegate  Fleming  of  Holyoke:  The  Committee  on  Laws  has 
a  couple  of  matters  to  report.  We  have  several  resolutions  in  regard 
to  per  capita  tax  and  we  will  first  report  upon  the  tax  results  in 
order  to  clear  the  field  for  such  other  matters  as  we  have. 

Resolution  No.  12: 

Believing  that  an  increase  in  per  capita  tax  would  increase  the 
efficiency  of  our  National  Union,  we,  the  Delegates  of  Local  Union 
807,  do  hereby  recommend  that  all  Local  Unions  affiliated  with  the 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  shall  pay  the  sum  of  twenty-five 
cents  per  month  for  per  capita  tax.  We  further  recommend  that 
the  Initiation  Fee  be  fifty  cents  per  member. 

(Signed)  Minnie  Kelley, 
A.  T.  Harbin, 
W.  F.  Statum, 
A.  T.  Bradley. 

The  Committee  voted  for  non-concurrence. 

Delegate  McKosky:  I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee.  Seconded. 

Delegate  Fleming  :  I  think  the  gentleman  from  the  South  ought 
to  be  given  an  opportunity  to  speak  on  the  matter. 

Delegate  Harbin:  We  presented  this  resolution  with  two  or 
three  different  ideas  in  our  minds.  One  idea  was  that  we  wanted 
more  money  in  the  treasury  of  the  International  Union.  The  more 
money  we  get,  the  more  organizing  we  can  have,  and  we  feel  as  one 
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local  in  the  South,  one  of  the  largest  locals,  I  might  say,  that  we 
need  organizing  done  and  we  feel  that  the  per  capita  tax  ought  to 
be  twenty-five  cents  and  that  our  initiation  fees  ought  to  be  fifty 
cents.  This  being  the  first  convention  I  have  visited  or  have  had 
the  opportunity  of  being  in,  I  do  not  know  just  exactly  whether  I 
can  make  a  speech  along  this  line,  as  some  of  the  delegates  do  who 
have  been  attending  the  conventions  regularly.  I  shall  endeavor  to 
say,  however,  that  the  South  needs  organizing.  A  great  many  knit- 
ting mills  could  be  organized.  The  locality  down  there  needs 
organizing  and  needs  it  quickly.  That  is  why  we  present  this  reso- 
lution in  regard  to  making  the  International  stronger.  From  what 
I  know  about  organizing,  we  will  never  get  out  of  the  old  rut  until 
we  get  more  money. 

Delegate  McKosky:  I  believe  there  is  not  a  Delegate  in  this 
room  who  does  not  realize  the  spirit  which  prompted  the  Knoxville 
organization  to  present  this  resolution.  I  believe  that  the  majority 
of  the  Delegates  to  this  Convention  are  of  the  same  opinion.  They 
recognize  that  the  progressive  spirit  as  evidenced  by  the  Knoxville 
delegates  should  be  followed  up,  but  at  this  particular  time  I  believe 
it  is  inopportune,  but  I  hope  it  will  be  not  later  than  the  next  Con- 
vention when  their  ideas  will  take  effect. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Delegate  Searle  brought  up  the  subject  of  bringing  about  a 
more  thorough  organization  of  Warp  Hands  and  Warpers  through- 
out the  country  with  a  view  of  standardizing  the  wage  scale  on  a 
more  equal  basis.  Delegate  Searle  said,  *'Rest  assured  our  local 
union  will  not  hesitate  at  a  twenty  or  twenty-five  or  a  thirty-cent  per 
capita  tax;  we  know  it  will  advance  all  our  interests."  Delegates 
Chapman  and  Deacon  also  discussed  the  question. 

President  Golden:  I  might  add  that  we  have  this  craft  fairly 
well  organized,  and  I  advised  them  to  hold  a  conference  of  repre- 
sentatives from  various  local  unions.  A  few  weeks  ago  they  did 
that  in  our  headquarters  and  outlined  plans  for  bringing  about  more 
uniformity  in  the  trade  and  leveling  up  of  prices.  They  also  went 
further  and  carried  back  to  their  various  local  unions  a  recommenda- 
tion that  an  assessment  be  placed  upon  the  various  members  of  the 
local  unions  for  the  purpose  of  putting  a  Special  Organizer  in  the 
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field  to  organize  the  Warphands  and  Warpers  and  all  of  the  kindred 
branches  connected  with  the  craft,  which  they  figured  out  covers 
about  ten  thousand  people,  mostly  girls. 

Chairman  Fleming^  for  the  Committee  on  Laws: 

RESOLUTION. 

National  Convention,  United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 

Brothers: — The  undersigned  move  that  Rule  XI  of  the  National 
Constitution  of  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  be  amended  so 
that  Section  1  will  read  as  follows: 

Section  1. — ^The  per  capita  tax  of  this  organization  from  all  local 
unions  affiliated  shall  be  twenty  (20)  cents  per  month  per  member 
and  the  Secretary  shall  notify  each  local  union  fifteen  (15)  days 
before  the  tax  is  due,  and  that  Section  2  of  Rule  XI  shall  read: 
"Section  2  of  Rule  XI. — The  National  Organization  shall  provide 
in  case  of  strike  the  sum  of  four  ($4)  dollars  per  week  for  each  mem- 
ber of  six  (6)  months'  standing,  providing  said  strike  shall  have  been 
duly  endorsed."  Section  6  of  Rule  XI  shall  read:  "Section  6. — One- 
third  of  the  amount  paid  in  for  per  capita  tax  shall  go  to  the  Gen- 
eral Management  Fund." 

Upholstery  Weavers'  Union  No.  25,  U.  T.  W.  of  A. 

Delegate  Fleming  :  The  Committee  votes  approval,  four  to  one. 
Motion  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  be  received  and  con- 
curred in.  Seconded. 

Delegate  Chapman:  The  adoption  of  that  resolution  implies 
that  all  locals  affiliated  with  the  National  body  at  this  time  and  in 
all  future  cases  must  pay  twenty  cents  per  member  to  the  National 
Organization,  from  their  dues  paid.  In  another  part  of  the  resolu- 
tion we  see  that  the  National  Organization  will  pay  the  sum  of  four 
dollars  per  week  for  all  authorized  strikes. 

Here  is  the  condition  that  exists  in  my  local.  Will  this  National 
Organization  comply  with  the  laws  of  my  local,  which  states  that 
any  member  being  called  out  on  strike  shall  be  paid  the  sum  of  ten 
dollars  per  week,  which  my  local  pays?  Will  they  be  willing  to 
assume  that  responsibility?  The  amending  of  this  rule  states  that 
the  National  Organization  shall  pay  upon  approval  of  strike  four 
dollars  per  week.    The  laws  of  my  local  state  that  each  shall  receive 
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ten  dollars  per  week.  Now,  the  question  the  local  will  raise  is  that 
their  tax  is  raised  and  yet  we  have  to  reduce  our  strike  benefit  sixty 
per  cent.  I  do  not  know  how  the  members  of  my  local  will  figure 
that  out? 

Delegate  Powers:  Will  the  Brother  kindly  tell  us  what  your 
initiation  fees  are? 

Delegate  Chapman  :  Thirty  dollars  for  initiation  and  one  dollar 
per  month. 

President  Golden:  Pay  that  in  here  and  we  will  give  you  ten 
dollars  a  week  strike  benefit. 

Delegate  Chapman:  Our  local  has  paid  that  for  thirty  \ears 
and  has  never  yet  fallen  by  the  wayside. 

President  Golden:  The  United  Textile  Workers  have  been 
doing  business  now  for  fourteen  years.  It  does  not  owe  anybody  a 
nickel  and  no  matter  how  big  the  strike  was,  it  has  always  met  its 
obligations. 

Delegate  Larrabee  of  Chicopee:  I  understand  by  this  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution  that  there  will  be  no  more  locals  that  will 
pay  less  than  twenty  cents  per  capita  tax  per  member  and  that  that 
is  to  take  effect  at  once.  I  am  in  favor  of  that  heartily  and  I  hope 
the  rest  will  be. 

Delegate  Hall:  "At  once"  means  when — the  1st  of  November? 

President  Golden:  It  goes  into  effect  at  the  close  of  this  Con- 
vention and  that  will  be  about  the  1st  of  November. 

Delegate  White:  May  I  ask  a  question  of  one  of  the  previous 
speakers?  I  heard  you  say  in  your  remarks  that  there  is  a  possibility 
of  our  driving  the  unions  out  of  existence.  I  want  to  ask  you  a  ques- 
tion. (You  say  you  are  an  old  fossil.  Since  we  went  on  record  for  a 
20  cent  tax,  have  more  of  the  unions  come  in  on  a  twenty  cents  per 
capita  tax  or  have  they  gotten  out  of  the  International  Union  en- 
tirely ? 

Delegate  Metcalfe:  I  do  not  know  that  I  am  certain  on  that 
point. 

President  Golden:  Well,  I  am.    We  can  produce  the  figures 
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if  you  want  them.  We  have  lost  no  unions  by  secession  on  account 
of  the  increase  in  the  per  capita  tax,  outside  of  those  we  have  lost 
in  a  certain  section  of  Massachusetts.  We  have  had  over  sixty  per 
cent  of  the  unions  that  were  formerly  on  the  fifteen  cents  tax  come 
over  under  the  twenty  cents  tax  voluntarily.  Not  a  single  organiza- 
tion that  I  appeared  before  to  explain  to  the  rank  and  file  the  benefits 
of  the  twenty  cents  system  over  the  fifteen  cents  system  that  did  not 
either  that  night  or  in  a  very  short  time  vote  to  come  over  to  the 
twenty  cent  tax. 

Delegate  Starr:  I  would  like  to  ask  a  question.  You  have 
understood  that  the  locals  voluntarily  came  over.  We  have  under- 
stood that  the  locals  under  the  fifteen  cents  per  capita  could  remain 
in  the  United  Textile  Workers  until  they  did  voluntarily  come  over. 

President  Golden:  At  the  Convention  in  Providence,  yes,  and 
that  was  the  law,  but  does  anybody  in  this  Convention  want  to 
assume  the  position  that  the  Providence  Convention,  eight  years  ago, 
must  legislate  until  Gabriel  blows  his  horn  for  the  United  Textile 
Workers?  As  I  say,  at  that  Convention,  yes;  but  if  the  majority 
of  any  Convention  in  future  desired  to  change  that,  they  were  per- 
fectly within  their  rights  to  change  it,  according  to  the  constitution, 
by  a  two-thirds  vote. 

President  Golden  at  this  point  took  the  floor  and  made  a  strong 
appeal  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  and  closed  the 
argument  as  follows: 

I  regret  the  charge  of  a  packed  Convention,  which  as  far  as  my 
judgment  is  concerned,  is  entirely  without  foundation.  I  say  again 
that  I  believe  the  time  has  arrived  when  a  majority  of  our  members 
are  going  to  say,  "One  universal  tax  for  all  members  of  our  organi- 
zation," and  if  there  is  any  particular  local  union  that  is  so  con- 
structed that  it  cannot  meet  our  requirements,  all  we  ask  you  to  do, 
and  we  believe  it  can  be  done,  is  to  change  your  construction  to  con- 
form with  the  ideas  of  the  vast  majority  of  our  members.  We  are 
not  kicking  you  out,  Mr.  Fifteen  Cent  Union — we  know  your 
worth.  We  are  too  good  trade  unionists  to  attempt  to  do  anything 
of  that  kind,  but  the  vast  majority  of  our  members  are  inviting  you 
minority  now  into  our  organization  so  that  we  can  have  one  big, 
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united  organization,  united  in  its  principles,  united  in  its  ideals  and 
united  in  its  taxation.  (Applause.) 

Delegate  Hall:  May  I  ask  a  question?  I  want  to  know  from 
Delegate  Ross  whether  his  organization  is  sitting  in  a  Textile  Council 
with  seceders. 

Delegate  Ross:  Yes. 

Delegate  Hall:  Isn't  that  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  United 
Textile  Workers? 

President  Golden  :  It  is. 

Delegate  Hall:  Did  you  understand  it  was  against  the  rules? 

Delegate  Ross:  Yes. 

Delegate  Hall:  And  deliberately  did  it? 

Delegate  Ross:  I  have  made  mistakes  in  my  time.  I  do  not 
want  to  take  the  floor  again. 

Delegate  Hall:  Isn't  it  a  fact  that  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  has  gone  on  record  that  any  organization  affiliated  with  it 
shall  not  give  any  encouragement  whatever  to  secessionists  or  any  of 
their  Central  Bodies  or  Trade  Councils? 

President  Golden:  Quite  right. 

Delegate  Ross:  The  Textile  Council  is  not  affiliated  with  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  and  I  did  not  understand  that  there 
was  any  rule  on  the  books  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  pro- 
hibiting the  association  of  Textile  Unions  in  that  way. 

Delegate  Hall  :  Are  we  affiliated  with  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor? 

President  Golden  :  lYes. 

Delegate  Hall:  Have  we  any  laws  of  that  character? 
President  Golden:  Yes. 

Delegate  Hall:  Is  it  a  fact  that  the  association  that  Brother 
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Ross  represents  is  a  branch  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of 
America? 

President  Golden  :  Yes. 

Delegate  Hall:  Have  they  obeyed  the  mandates  of  the  United 
Textile  Workers  in  that  respect? 

President  Golden:  No. 

Delegate  Hall:  Then  they  are  open  for  punishment,  are  they 
not? 

Delegate  Ross:  The  spinners  are  very  adverse  to  taking  their 
punismment  whtn  it  is  meted  out  to  them. 

DELEr;ATE  O'Donnell:  We  have  a  District  Council  of  Textile 
Workers  in  Philadelphia  and  I  would  like  to  see  any  representative 
of  the  secessionists  come  into  that  place.  It  is  three  stories  from  the 
ground. 

Delegate  White  :  1  might  say  that  in  Cohoes  when  the  Weavers 
left  us  in  secession — we  are  four  stories  from  the  ground — we  have 
not  seen  them  since! 

Delegate  Hall:  I  move  that  the  order  for  the  election  of  offi- 
cers be  rescinded  and  that  we  continue  in  this  discussion  until  it  is 
settled.    Seconded.  Carried. 

Delegate  Taylor  of  Philadelphia:  Something  has  just  leaked 
out  that  I  believe  the  delegates  of  this  Convention  should  take  hold 
of.  I  believe  that  if  we  are  going  to  draw  by-laws  and  constitutions, 
we  should  live  up  to  them. 

Delegate  Cusick:  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order — that  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  subject  under  discussion. 

Delegate  Taylor:  I  want  to  state  my  point — that  there  are 
«eated  in  this  Convention  delegates  that  have  no  right  here  unaer  the 
law. 

President  Golden  rules  that  this  discussion  is  out  of  order. 
Delegates    Starr,    Tansey,    Metcalfe,    Ross,  Fleming, 
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CusiCK,  Chapman  and  Blacow  spoke  against  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution. 

Delegates  Statum,  McDonnell,  Hanley,  McMahon, 
CoNBOY,  Clements,  Larraby,  Taylor,  Parsley,  Madden, 
White  and  Powers  spoke  for  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Acting  Secretary  Conboy:  The  total  number  of  ballots  cast, 
81;  1  not  voting.  Those  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  67;  those 
opposed  to  the  amendment,  14;  81  delegates  voting  required  a  two- 
thirds  vote  of  54. 

President  Golden:  The  recommendation  of  the  Committee 
prevails. 

Delegate  McKosky:  I  move  that  we  postpone  the  nomination 
and  election  of  officers  until  ten  o'clock  tomorrow  morning,  but  that 
we  convene  at  eight  o'clock  tomorrow  morning  in  order  to  get 
through  our  business. 

Delegate  Hanley:  I  move  to  proceed  with  the  election  of 
officers.  Seconded. 

Delegate  Hall:  I  would  like  to  state  to  this  Convention  that 
there  are  some  resolutions  in  regard  to  the  election  of  officers,  a 
proposed  change  in  the  election  of  officers,  and  I  believe  that  we 
should  either  adopt  or  reject  those  resolutions  before  we  elect  officers, 
because  if  we  elect  under  the  old  system  we  will  be  in  confusion  in 
the  event  of  the  election  of  officers  taking  place,  and  then  if  the  Reso- 
lution Committee  comes  in  and  the  resolutions  are  adopted  as  I 
believe  they  will  be,  the  result  will  be  that  you  will  have  to  undo 
all  your  work  again.    It  seems  to  me  that  we  ought  to  defer  action. 

President  Golden:  I  want  to  say  that  the  resolutions  will 
change  the  whole  structure  of  the  official  staff;  consequently,  in  my 
•  judgment,  to  go  on  with  the  matter  means  continuing  this  convention 
in  session  for  several  hours  more  and  then  we  would  wonder  whether 
we  had  adopted  the  right  parliamentary  tactics  in  electing  a  board 
of  officers  according  to  our  present  constitution  when  there  are  reso- 
lutions in  here  that  will  change  that. 

Delegate  Hanley:  Then  I  move  to  adjourn  and  that  we  meet 
here  tomorrow  morning  at  eight  o'clock  and  assign  a  special  order 
of  business  at  ten  o'clock  for  the  election  of  officers.    Motion  adopted. 
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Saturday  Morning,  October  23,  1915. 

Meeting  called  to  order  at  8 :30  by  President  Golden. 

Delegate  Powers  presents  the  following  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Secretary-Treasurer's  Report  to  the  Fifteenth  Annual  Con- 
vention : 

The  Committee  recommends  that  the  deepest  gratitude  and  appre- 
ciation be  expressed  to  the  American  Fedration  of  Labor  for  the 
moral  and  financial  assistance  given  the  United  Textile  Workers  of 
America. 

The  Committee  recommends  to  the  Convention  that  we  deeply 
appreciate  and  commend  the  action  of  Acting  Secretary  Conboy  in 
straightening  the  affairs  of  the  office  during  the  short  time  she  has 
been  in  charge. 

In  regard  to  suggestion  of  Acting  Secretary  Conboy  to  the  effect 
that  the  names  of  all  members  in  good  standing  at  the  beginning 
of  each  quarter  be  sent  to  the  National  Office,  the  Committee  recom- 
mends that  the  names  of  members  in  good  standing  be  sent  to  the 
National  Office  on  the  1st  of  January  of  each  year,  and  the  names 
of  delinquents  and  new  members  be  forwarded  to  the  Central  Office 
monthly  thereafter. 

We  note  the  recommendation  of  Acting  Secretary  Conboy  in 
regard  to  organizing,  and  the  Committee  recommends  its  reference 
to  the  incoming  Executive  Council,  in  connection  with  recommenda- 
tion already  submitted  on  that  subject. 

We  recommend  that  the  matter  relating  to  death  benefits  be  re- 
ferred to  incoming  Executive  Council  for  their  earnest  consideration. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  James  Starr, 

Mable  C.  Gilbert, 
William  Norwood, 
John  Hanley, 
Mary  Jones. 

The  Committee  recommends  that  the  report  be  accepted  as  ren- 
dered by  the  Acting  Secretary. 

I  might  add  that  this  report  was  accompanied  by  a  certification 
of  a  public  accountant. 
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Delegate  Hall:  I  presume  there  will  be  a  report  forwarded  to 
each  delegate  of  the  financial  standing  of  the  organization. 

President  Golden  :  It  seems  to  me  now  that  it  will  be  absolutely 
impossible  to  get  that  out  in  time  for  the  delegates,  but  I  think  the 
best  course  to  pursue  would  be  to  pass  a  resolution  here  instructing 
us  to  send  out  the  report  irrespective  of  the  convention  report,  so 
that  you  people  can  get  the  report  to  your  next  meetings. 

Motion  made,  seconded  and  carried. 

President  Golden  :  I  have  here  a  few  recommendations  in  regard 
to  our  Official  Journal.  I  have  been  endeavoring  to  edit  the  Journal 
during  the  last  six  months  since  the  late  Mr.  Hibbert  had  to  give  up 
through  ill  health,  I  put  the  best  effort  I  could  in  it.  Of  course,  I 
am  no  newspaper  man,  but  I  believe  the  effort  was  not  all  lost,  be- 
cause many  words  of  commendation  and  also  letters  have  come  into 
the  office,  saying  that  the  Journal  has  now  become  interesting.  But 
I  find  this:  That  unless  you  are  going  to  depend  absolutely  almost 
on  what  we  can  get  for  advertising,  and  that  is  a  source  of  revenue 
I  am  not  very  much  struck  on,  something  has  to  be  done  to  at  least 
make  the  Journal  even  up  and  pay  for  itself,  which  can  easily  be  done. 
In  fact,  it  can  be  made  a  source  of  revenue,  and  a  splendid  medium 
of  education.  Now  that  we  have  the  Journal  getting  a  little  more 
interesting,  it  seems  to  me  that  a  ten  per  cent,  subscription  list  from  a 
local  union  is  very  small,  and  I  don't  know  but  that  a  large  union 
should  not  object  to  the  little  more  money,  because  just  as  Delegate 
Statum  said,  they  put  the  rest  of  their  money  out,  outside  of  a  little 
working  balance.  We  have  sent  a  lot  of  Journals  down  South. 
There  aren't  many  left  over  now  of  the  2,000  copies  that  we  get. 
In  fact,  there  are  scarcely  any.  There  have  been  requests  for  more, 
and  I  think  we  could  safely  increase  that  percentage.  Ten  per  cent, 
is  a  ridicuously  small  percentage  to  ask  local  unions  to  subscribe.  If 
it  is  worth  anything  at  all,  it  is  worth  more  than  ten  per  cent,  of  the 
local  union. 

We  have  an  exchange  list  now,  and  there  isn't  another  trade  union 
journal  that  I  can  find  that  is  put  out  so  cheaply,  and  something 
has  to  be  done  or  else  you  have  to  be  prepared  to  have  some  deficit 
in  the  Journal. 
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1  would  like  to  have  you  take  up  these  three  recommendations  for 
discussion. 

First,  1  recommend  that  the  percentage  of  subscribers  to  the 
Journal  from  each  local  union,  namely,  ten  per  cent.,  be  raised,  or 
else  the  price  of  the  Journal  be  raised  from  twenty-five  cents  per 
year  to  fifty  cents  per  year.  My  judgment  leads,  me  to  believe  the 
best  plan  would  be  to  have  each  local  union  take  out  more  subscrip- 
tions, thereby  spreading  the  reading  matter  in  the  Journal  over  a 
larger  field. 

Second,  I  would  recommend  that  officers  of  local  unions  use  their 
best  efforts  to  have  all  their  respective  members  become  subscribers 
for  the  Journal.  I  would  recommend  that  this  Convention  empower 
the  editor  of  the  Journal,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Executive 
Board,  to  engage  the  services  of  an  experienced  advertising  agent 
for  The  Textxile  Worker,  the  terms  of  his  engagement  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Executive  Board  for  approval. 

Now  you  can  take  them  up  seriatim  for  discussion,  but  I  want  to 
say  first  that  some  action  should  be  taken.  Perhaps  by  hard  work 
we  can  interest  the  various  local  unions  to  voluntarily  increase  their 
subscription.  I  will  read  that  first  recommendation  again,  and  I 
hope  that  some  action  will  be  taken  upon  it.  I  believe  that  sooner 
or  later  both  of  these  things  will  have  to  be  done.  lYou  can't  put  a 
Journal  out  and  give  them  a  year's  subscription  and  give  them  a 
decent  Journal  of  this  kind  for  twenty-five  cents  per  year  or  five 
cents  a  copy. 

Delegate  Thomas:  Owing  to  the  fact  that  we  took  our  ref- 
erendum vote  in  regard  to  taking  that  Journal,  could  this  Conven- 
tion take  other  action? 

President  Golden:  Perhaps  you  would  rather  not  if  it  entails 
putting  on  an  extra  expense  on  your  local  union,  but  I  have  made 
investigations  all  around.  Some  organizations,  of  course,  raise  their 
tax  ten  cents  and  that  pays  for  the  Journal,  and  that  is  a  matter 
that  lies  entirely  with  the  local  organization.  However,  I  think  that 
every  local  union  connected  with  this  organization  should  be  asked 
to  subscribe  for  at  least  fifty  per  cent,  of  its  members,  and  I  believe 
if  they  do  that,  and  the  proper  method  is  adopted  with  the  Journal, 
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that  the  Journal  will  be  made  such  a  medium  of  education  and  inter- 
est that  local  unions  will  voluntarily  do  it.  I  believe  a  local  union 
should  subscribe  at  least  for  fifty  per  cent,  of  its  membership,  and 
perhaps  the  better  course  would  be  to  take  a  referendum  vote. 

Delegate  Thomas:  Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Convention  of 
last  year  went  on  record  as  asking  for  a  referendum  vote  to  provide 
that  ten  per  cent,  whether  we  would  have  to  rescind  that  in  order 
to  provide  for  the  fifty  per  cent. 

President  Golden:  You  simply  move  to  raise  it.  If  not,  of 
course,  the  ten  per  cent,  will  have  to  stand,  but  a  motion  to  raise  it 
to  whatever  figure  you  decided  upon  and  then  have  it  referred  to 
your  various  local  unions  would  be  adopting  the  same  course  as  we 
adopted  before  at  the  previous  Convention. 

Delegate  Hanley:  Is  there  any  motion  before  the  body  just 
now? 

President  Golden:  There  are  some  recommendations. 

Delegate  Hanley:  If  there  is  no  motion,  I  don't  think  that  we 
ought  to  stay  here  all  day  arguing  this  question,  and  I  move  that  the 
question  of  the  Journal  lay  over  until  the  next  Convention  to  be  acted 
on.  Seconded. 

Delegate  O'Donnell:  Isn't  it  possible  to  run  the  Journal  on 
the  principle  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  Journal;  that  is, 
reserve  the  right  to  revoke  any  contract  at  any  time?  Isn't  it  pos- 
sible t®  do  that?  So,  in  case  you  have  a  firm  in  our  advertising 
columns  that  we  are  forced  to  put  in  the  unfair  list,  you  could  re- 
voke their  contract  instantly. 

President  Golden:  Not  with  the  contract  that  we  have  now, 
but  we  can  make  a  contract  of  that  kind.  The  contract  that  you 
have  now  ties  you  up  for  the  year.  It  doesn't  put  any  proviso  ia 
Of  course,  I  am  trying  to  take  some  of  the  burden  off  the  man  that 
will  have  to  handle  this  Journal,  and  while  I  don't  know  but  that 
it  is  the  wisest  course  not  to  ask  our  people  to  shoulder  any  more 
burdens  financially  at  present,  1  hope  that  the  delegates  by  motion, 
or  in  some  other  way,  will  pledge  themselves  when  they  go  back  to 
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their  local  unions  to  work,  interest  themselves  in  order  to  secure 
voluntary  subscriptions  or  to  increase  the  percentage  from  the  local. 
Some  of  the  local  unions  during  the  last  few  months  have  increased 
theirs  above  ten  per  cent.  We  have  several  unions  that  take  a  good 
deal  over  ten  per  cent.,  and  I  imagine  that  much  good  missionary 
work  could  be  done  by  the  delegates  when  they  go  back  to  their 
local  unions,  urging  their  people  to  subscribe  and  increase  their  per- 
centage voluntarily,  if  possible  until  we  can  make  it  mandatory 
later  on. 

Delegate  O'Donnell:  I  move  to  amend  that  the  delegates  be 
instructed  to  go  back  to  their  local  organizations  and  try  as  much  as 
possible  to  have  the  subscription  list  increased.  It  is  not  compulsory, 
but  to  try  to  use  their  effort  to  have  the  subscriptin  list  to  the  Jour- 
nal increased.  Seconded. 

President  Golden  :  The  motion  is  to  simply  lay  the  matter  over, 
but  in  the  meantime,  your  amendment  comes  in  which  we  agree  to 
urge  our  members  when  we  go  back  to  increase  their  subscriptions 
voluntarily. 

Delegate  Hanley:  I  accept  that  amendment,  and  that  covers 
the  whole  ground. 

Delegates  Hall^  O'Donnell,  Conboy,  Creech^  Powers, 
Ross,  Carney  and  Chapman  discussed  the  question.  A  vote  was 
then  called  for. 

President  Golden  :  It  is  regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the 
question  of  the  Journal  be  laid  over  until  next  year,  and  that  the 
delegates  go  back  to  their  locals  and  try  to  get  as  many  subscriptions 
as  possible  for  the  Journal.  Carried. 

Delegate  Fleming  (Committee  on  Law) :  Move  that  Rule  XI, 
Section  1,  read  as  follows: 

The  per  capita  tax  to  this  organization  from  all  unions  shall  be 
fifteen  cents  per  member  per  quarter,  and  the  Secretary  shall  notify 
each  union  fifteen  days  before  the  tax  is  due  (the  rest  of  Section 
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1  reading  as  per  rule  after  the  words  "tax  is  due")  and  that  Section 

2  be  entirely  struck  out.       Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  Robert  Metcalfe, 

Local  36,  New  Bedford. 

The  Committee  reports  non-concurrence. 

Motion  to  adopt  report  of  Committee.    Seconded.  Carried. 

Delegate  Fleming  :  The  next  is  an  addition  to  Rule  No.  4,  pro- 
posed by  Local  Union  No.  687: 

They  shall  be  nominated  in  open  meeting,  during  one  session,  and 
elected  at  the  following  session. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Walter  Fallows,  President; 
Claud  Howard,  Secretary; 
Jules  Clement,  Delegate. 
The  Committee  reports  non-concurrence. 

I  move  that  the  Committee's  report  be  adopted.  Seconded. 
Carried. 

Resolution  No.  31:  At  a  regular  meeting  of  Local  687,  the 
appended  resolution  was  adopted  in  compliance  with  the  general 
constitution,  requiring  sixty  days'  notice  of  proposed  amendment 
or  additions  to  the  constitution: 

Resolved  (No.  1),  That  whenever  a  strike  or  lockout  shall  have 
been  in  existence  for  four  full  weeks,  the  emergency  board  shall 
have  the  power  to  levy  an  assessment  of  not  more  than  five  cents  a 
week  upon  all  members  who  are  working  and  are  members  of  any 
union  affiliated  with  the  United  Textile  Workers,  to  be  used  as  an 
extra  benefit  for  those  on  strike. 

Resolved  (No.  2),  Said  amount  of  assessment  shall  be  determined 
according  to  the  number  of  members  involved  in  said  strike  and  the 
amount  required.  It  shall  be  collected  by  the  shop  collector  or  any 
others  authorized  to  collect  same,  who  in  turn  shall  deliver  same  tax 
at  once  to  the  proper  officials  for  distribution. 

Resolved  (No.  3),  When  the  strike  or  lockout  shall  have  been 


94 


FIFTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


settled,  any  balance  on  hand  shall  be  held  for  future  use  for  the 
same  purpose  only.  Jules  Clement, 

L.  U.  687,  Brooklyn. 

The  Committee  votes  non-concurrence,  the  Chairman  voting  in 
favor;  the  vote  was  four  to  one. 

Delegate  McDonnell;  I  move  that  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee be  received  and  approved  by  this  Convention.  Seconded. 

Delegate  McIntyre:  Does  that  mean  that  if  we  are  out  on 
strike  that  we  can  not  assess  ourselves? 

Delegate  Fleming:  It  means  that  in  the  event  of  a  strike,  pro- 
longed beyond  the  ordinary  length  of  time,  that  the  Committee  has 
a  right  to  place  in  addition  to  four  dollars  a  w^eek,  a  sum  of  money 
which  would  help  to  carry  on  the  strike  and  assist  the  strikers.  A 
local  organization  can  assess  itself  as  much  as  it  wants  to.  This 
empowers  your  Executive  Board  to  place  an  assessment  upon  its 
membership. 

Delegate  McIntyre:  I  understand. 

Motion  to  concur  in  report  of  Committee  carried. 

Whereas^  Employers  have  many  times  taken  advantage  of  the 
fact  that  our  members  in  good  standing  do  not  receive  benefits 
during  times  of  discrimination,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  in  case  that  an  employer  should  shut  down  his 
mill,  or  any  department  thereof,  where  any  of  our  members  are 
employed,  with  the  understanding  that  they  "the  employers"  are 
going  to  discontinue  the  working  of  their  mill  or  any  department 
for  any  reason  whatsoever,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  Should  such  an  employer  again  start  their  mill,  or  de- 
partment, with  non-union  help,  such  actions  of  employers  shall  be 
considered  discrimination  against  our  members  formerly  employed 
there,  such  members  that  are  in  good  standing  in  this  body  shall 
receive  such  benefits  as  provided  for  in  a  duly  endorsed  strike. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  William  Farris, 
Horace  D.  Wilkinson, 
E.  W.  Callaghan. 

The  Committee  recommend  non-concurrence. 

Motion  that  the  report  be  accepted.    Seconded„  Carried. 
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Delegate  Hall:  On  account  of  the  hour  of  ten  o'clock  having 
arrived,  I  move  to  rescind  the  order  of  business  at  ten  o'clock  and 
make  it  until  after  the  Committee  on  Laws  has  reported.  Seconded. 
Carried. 

Delegate  Fleming^  Committee  on  Laws:  To  make  or  amend 
a  rule  so  that  if  a  union  should  strike  before  getting  the  sanction  of 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  U.  T.  W.  of  A.,  such  union,  if  they 
have  good  cause  for  striking,  shall  be  penalized  as  follows:  They 
shall  not  be  entitled  to  strike  benefits  until  after  the  second  week 
of  the  strike,  but  afterwards  shall  receive  the  benefits  under  Rule  12. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  William  Norwood, 
Local  Union  874,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 
The  Committee  unanimously  reports  non-concurrence. 
I  move  to  adopt  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee.  Seconded. 
Carried. 

Rule  XVII  as  Amendment — Basis  of  Representation: 
The  basis  of  representation  to  all  Conventions  shall  be  one  dele- 
gate for  every  two  hundred  members  or  fractional  part  thereof; 
none  but  bona  fide  Textile  Workers  shall  be  seated  in  the  Conven- 
tions, provided,  however,  that  the  Textile  Workers  who  have  been 
blacklisted  and  are  unable  to  secure  work  at  the  trade,  and  who  are 
members  in  good  standing  of  a  bona  fide  Textile  Union  may  be 
seated  in  the  Convention.  (Signed)  George  Creech, 

Tobias  Hall. 

The  Committee  recommends  its  adoption.  I  move  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  be  adopted.    Seconded.  Carried. 

Rule  22,  page  15,  4th.  line:  All  local  unions  desiring  to  affiliate 
with  this  organization  shall  pay  a  charter  fee  of  fifty  cents  per  mem- 
ber, which  shall  be  sent  to  the  General  Office  for  each  member. 

Jesse  Walker, 
Frank  McKosky. 

The  Committee  recommended  non-concurrence.  Motion  to  accept 
report  of  Committee  seconded  and  carried. 

Delegate  Walker  :  In  order  that  the  delegates  shall  understand 
the  plan  of  reconstruction,  I  propose  to  read  the  entire  proposition  to 
them  and  then  we  can  act  on  it  one  at  a  time. 

Rule  16,  page  12,  be  amended  to  read  as  follows: 
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Emergency  Committee  shall  consist  of  General  President,  First 
and  Second  Vice-President,  Secretary  and  General  Organizer. 

The  committee  reports  non-concurrence.  Moved  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  Seconded. 

Delegates  McKosky  and  Hall  spoke  in  favor  of  the  resolu- 
tion. Delegates  O'Donnell^  Fleming  and  McMahon  spoke  in 
favor  of  the  Committee's  report  to  non-concur  in  the  resolution.  On 
a  vote  being  taken,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Laws  was 
adopted. 

Rule  2,  page  3 — Officers  of  the  Organization: 

The  Government  of  this  organization  shall  consist  of  the  Presi- 
dent, First  Vice-President,  Second  Vice-President,  Secretary-Treas- 
urer and  nine  members  who  shall  constitute  an  Executive  Council 
who  shall  exercise  a  general  control  over  its  property. 

Not  more  than  three  members  of  this  Executive  Council  shall  be 
elected  from  any  one  city. 

Motion  to  adopt  the  report  carried. 

Amendment  to  Rule  5,  page  5,  Section  1,  relative  to  President's 
salary : 

Resolved,  Rule  5,  Section  1,  be  amended  by  strikmg  out  the 
words  "one  thousand  dollars"  and  inserting  the  words  "fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars." 

The  Committee  approves.  Motion  to  adopt  report  of  Committee 
seconded. 

Delegate  McDonnell:  One  of  the  most  unpardonable  sins 
that  can  be  attributed  to  the  Textile  Workers  is  that  they  have  been 
keeping  their  officers  on  such  a  meagre  salary.  I  have  often  been 
ashamed  when  the  question  was  asked  of  me,  what  salary  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  got. 

I  believe  that  the  present  incumbent  of  the  Chair  will  be  elected 
again,  and  I  want  to  make  this  statement:  The  older  delegates  here 
know  that  there  is  not  a  man  in  the  United  States  of  America  that 
has  made  any  more  sacrifices  for  labor  than  the  present  incumbent  of 
this  Chair.  He  has  served  this  body  for  almost  nothing.  We  will 
be  able  to  pay  the  proposed  salary,  and  I  hope  and  trust  that  in  the 
near  future  we  will  be  able  to  make  it  more,  so  that  we  will  be  able 
to  hold  up  our  heads  in  public  and  not  be  ashamed  to  state  the  salary 
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that  one  of  the  best,  most  efficient  men  in  the  Labor  Movement  is 
receiving. 

Delegate  Starr:  1  am  heartily  in  favor  of  the  recommendation 
of  the  Committe  all  along  the  line.  We  have  been  talking  here  for 
the  past  few  days  about  cheap  organizations,  but  I  think  you  have 
one  of  the  cheapest  organizations  I  know  of.  I  don't  see  how  the 
delegates  here  can  get  on  the  floor  and  talk  conscientiously  about 
pgying  a  man  who  has  given  his  whole  services  to  this  organization 
for  the  number  of  years  he  has,  and  when  a  recommendation  comes 
in  here  to  give  a  little  bit  more  money  for  the  amount  of  work  he 
does,  they  object.  I  hope  that  the  next  Convention,  whether  I  am 
here  or  not,  there  will  come  another  recommendation  in  here  to  in- 
crease this  to  three  thousand  dollars  instead  of  fifteen  hundred 
dollars.  Any  delegate  that  will  stand  up  here  and  tell  a  body  of 
delegates  that  our  General  President,  who  has  to  go  out  and  do 
the  work  he  does  for  a  thousand  dollars  a  year  and  keep  a  wife  and 
family  on  it,  that  man  doesn't  know  what  he  is  talking  about.  I 
couldn't  do  it,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Delegate  Carney:  I  will  state  for  our  President,  for  the  time 
that  I  have  been  acquainted  with  him,  when  he  has  come  to  Phila- 
delphia he  has  given  the  best  that  was  in  him,  and  we  couldn't  ask 
any  more  of  him.  He  has  worked  hard  and  faithfully  all  over  the 
country.  I  will  venture  to  say  here  that  when  Brother  Golden  was 
elected  President  of  the  Textile  Workers  he  was  better  off  financially 
than  he  is  today ;  and  what  has  brought  him  where  he  is  today  ?  The 
salary  has  put  him  where  he  is.  It  wasn't  big  enough  to  carry  him 
along.  I  want  to  be  recorded  as  favoring  the  increase  of  our  Presi- 
dent's salary  to  fifteen  hundred  dollars  a  year.  (Applause.) 

President  Golden  :  I  remained  in  the  Chair  for  one  particular 
purpose,  and  that  was  to  listen,  or  to  have  the  delegates,  if  possible, 
listen  to  everything  that  was  said  on  this  matter.  I  took  the  same 
position  as  President  Gompers  did  in  the  last  Convention  when  they 
raised  his  salary.  I  am  just  making  this  explanation  now  to  show 
you  the  reason  why,  so  that  everybody  would  be  allowed  full  limit 
in  voicing  either  his  approval  or  objections. 

Now,  I  want  to  beg  of  the  delegates  before  this  question  is  finally 
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settled  that  every  man  and  woman  who  wants  to  get  up  on  this  floor 
either  for  approval  or  opposition  to  do  so,  and  then  nobody  can  go 
back  and  say,  "Golden  gagged  them  in  order  to  get  the  increase  in- 
salary."  (Applause.) 

. ,  Delegate  Hall:  To  test  the  temper  of  the  delegates  I  move  that 
the  salary  be  increased  from  one  thousand  to  twelve  hundred  fifty 
dollars  instead  of  fifteen  hundred. 

Delegate  Starr:  1  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  There  is  a  motion 
before  the' house  at  the  present  time. 

Delegate  Hall  :  It  is  an  amendment. 

President  Golden:  The  question  comes  before  the  Convention 
on  a  report  of  the  Committee,  and  my  ruling  would  be  that  an 
amendment  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  would  scarcely  be  in 
order.  I  think  you  would  have  to  dispose  by  a  vote  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  Committee  which  they  move  to  adopt. 

But,  if  there  is  no  objection  on  the  part  of  the  Convention,  and 
1  would  rather  there  wouldn't  be,  I  would  have  you  accept  the 
amendment  and  dispose  of  the  amendment  as  you  do  of  the  motion. 

Delegate  Hall:  I  believe  you  will  agree  that  this  is  in  order. 
I  move  to  amend  the  Committee's  report  and  strike  out  the  word 
"fifteen  hundred"  and  insert  "twelve  hundred  fifty." 

President  Golden  :  We  will  take  up  the  substitute  offered  by 
Delegate  Hall  first. 

On  a  vote  being  taken  the  substitute  was  lost. 

The  question  now  recurs  on  the  original  motion.    Motion  carried. 

Delegate  Fleming:  Amendment  to  Rule  6;  to  be  amended  to 
read  as  follows:  The  Secretary-Treasurer  shall  send  out  an  itemized 
report  of  income  and  expenditures,  also  statement  of  the  numerical 
strength  of  the  International  Union,  and  the  Secretary  shall  receive 
for  services  rendered  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  dollars. 

The  Committee  approves  of  this  amendment. 

Motion  to  adopt  report  of  Committee.    Seconded.  Carried. 
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Duties  of  First  Vice-President.  Addition  to  Rule  5,  Page  5, 
Section  2: 

Section  3. — He  shall  devote  the  whole  of  his  time  to  the  services 
of  this  International  Union  in  assisting  the  General  President  in 
adjusting  grievances  and  when  not  so  engaged,  shall  take  up  the  w^ork 
of  organizing.  He  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  supervision  as  the 
General  President,  and  he  shall  receive  for  his  services  the  sum  of 
twelve  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

Section  4. — Duties  of  Second  Vice-President: 

He  shall  assist  the  President  and  First  Vice-President  whenever 
called  upon. 

The  Committee  approves  of  this  amendment.  Motion  to  adopt 
report  of  Committee  seconded  and  passed  unanimously. 

Committee  on  Laws  reported  on  Resolution  No.  10: 

Be  It  Resolved,  That  the  Convention  instruct  its  delegate  to 
the  American  Federation  Convention  to  present  resolutions  to  the 
effect  that  all  delegates  to  future  Conventions  to  be  seated  must  pro- 
duce five  craft  labels  on  their  wearing  apparel. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W^ALTER  Gray, 
Local  736,  Holyoke,  Mass. 

The  Committee  approves  and  I  move  the  report  of  the  Committee 
be  adopted.  Seconded.  Carried. 

On  Resolution  31,  which  was  laid  on  the  table  yesterday:  The 
Committee  voted  non-concurrence  by  a  vote  of  four  to  one. 

The  resolution  was  discussed  by  Delegates  Clements,  Farris, 
McIntyre,  Gilbert,  McKosky  and  Walker. 

Delegate  McDonnell:  I  move  that  this  Convention  concur  in 
the  Committee's  recommendation.    Seconded.  Carried. 

Delegate  Ross:  Here  is  another  resolution: 
Whereas,  Anderson,  S.  C,  are  on  strike,  and 
Whereas,  This  strike  was  caused  by  discrimination,  be  it 
Resolved,  That  this  Convention  go  on  record  as  giving  their 
moral  support  to  the  operatives  of  Anderson,  S.  C. 

(Signed)  Mary  Kelleher. 
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Delegate  Turner:  I  move  that  the  resolution  be  adopted. 

President  Golden:  I  would  like  to  add  to  that  motion  without 
making  an  amendment.  Having  been  through  the  South  recently 
and  knowing  something  of  the  conditions  down  there,  and  in  view 
of  the  statement  in  that  letter  that  "if  the  big  union  took  it  up 
that  there  might  be  something  doing,"  with  tne  permission  of  the 
mover  of  the  motion  to  give  moral  endorsement,  I  would  like  to 
add  to  that — moral  endorsement  is  all  right,  but  it  doesn't  fill  your 
stomach  and  it  doesn't  make  a  very  good  meal — that  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer  be  instructed  to  send  a  donation  of  two  hundred  dollars 
with  the  further  proviso  that  if  the  strike  is  continued,  the  Executive 
Council  take  the  matter  up  of  endorsing  an  appeal  to  be  sent  to  our 
local  unions.  I  believe  the  moral  effect  of  that  would  be  worth 
twenty  times  the  amount  in  dollars  and  cents,  and  I  hope  that  you 
consent  to  add  to  the  motion  of  moral  endorsement  the  instructions 
to  the  Secretary-Treasurer  to  send  down,  or  allow  Miss  Kelleher, 
when  she  starts  back  there,  to  carry  a  check  for  two  hundred  dollars 
to  show  that  we  mean  endorsement  in  a  proper  manner.  (Applause.) 

Delegate  Ross:  I  accept  the  amendment.  Carried. 

President  Golden  :  The  next  order  of  business  is  the  nomination 
for  President. 

Delegate  Powers:  Mr.  President  and  Delegates — I  don't  in- 
tend to  make  much  of  a  speech,  but  I  want  to  place  in  nomination 
for  President  a  man  who  has  been  tried,  trusted  and  not  found  want- 
ing. The  fortunate  situation  of  our  organization  at  present,  it  seems 
to  me,  is  a  tribute  of  confidence  in  the  man  whom  I  shall  name.  In 
the  many  years  I  have  known  him,  I  have  never  known  him  to  look 
for  sympathy  from  anyone.  For  years — always  undeserved  as  far 
as  my  own  personal  knowledge  is  concerned — the  man  has  been  sub- 
ject to  the  most  vicious  attacks  by  the  agents  of  the  employers,  and 
unfortunately  at  times  from  people  whom  we  naturally  assume  ought 
to  be  friends  of  ours,  supporters  of  the  officers  of  this  organization. 
And  I  say  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure,  never  to  my  knowledge  has 
he  looked  for  sympathy  from  anyone,  and  a  man  who  at  times  is 
placed  under  the  burden  of  criticism  that  a  national  executive  officer 
of  a  labor  organization  is  bound  to  be  the  target  of,  at  least  while 
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deserving  of  the  commendation  and  confidence  of  the  members  who 
compose  that  organization,  ought  to  be  continued  without  any  ques- 
tion of  interference,  unless  it  is  clear  and  apparent  to  the  general 
membership  that  the  ability  is  lacking,  that  the  confidence  has  been 
destroyed  in  that  man. 

I  believe  I  could  talk  for  a  long  period  of  time,  and  everything 
that  I  could  say  would  be  more  than  deserved,  but  I  realize  the 
time  is  getting  late,  and  that  most  of  you  had  possibly  more  than 
you  wanted  of  some  of  the  oratorical  effects  of  our  shining  lights, 
of  which  I  am  not  one.  But,  without  trying  to  occupy  any  more  of 
your  time,  I  hope  by  the  nomination  that  I  am  about  to  make  to  re- 
buke some  of  the  bitter  attacks  that  have  been  made  in  the  past  year, 
and  to  have  you  unanimously  elect  as  our  president,  John  Golden. 
(Applause.) 

Delegate  Carney:  I  second  the  motion. 

Delegate  Laraby:  I  move  to  close  nominations.  Seconded. 
Carried  unanimously. 

Secretary  Conboy:  It  gives  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  for  the 
first  time  to  cast  a  ballot  for  John  Golden  as  President. 

President  Golden:  Brothers  and  Sisters — I  am  not  going  to 
make  any  speech,  except  to  repeat  what  I  have  said  on  many  other 
occasions  since  1903.  I  may  be  attacked;.!  may  be  commended.  A 
man  in  public  life,  whether  he  is  in  the  Labor  Movement  or  any 
other  public  movement,  that  has  to  do  things,  is  going  to  be  attacked, 
and  if  he  is  not  big  enough  to  take  criticism  and  able  enough,  or  at 
least  make  an  efFort  to  fight  abuse,  he  has  no  business  to  accept  public 
office.  I  can  only  say  this,  that  for  some  of  the  best  years  of  my  life 
this  organization  has  been  my  idol.  I  have  given  the  very  best  that 
was  in  me  to  this  organization.  If  I  have  made  mistakes,  they 
have  been  mistakes  of  the  head,  not  of  the  heart,  and  if  God  spares 
me  during  this  term,  I  can  only  repeat,  the  best  services  of  John 
Golden  will  be  given  to  this  United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 
(Applause. ) 

President  Golden  :  The  next  order  of  business  is  the  nomination 
of  the  First  Vice-President. 
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Delegate  Hall  :  Mr.  Chairman  and  Brother  Delegates — I  rse 
to  place  a  nomination  for  one  of  our  young  men.  This  is  in  line 
with  the  thought  that  I  have  had  for  years  and  have  suggested  it 
more  than  once,  that  we  get  some  of  our  younger  men  actively  in 
the  work  of  this  organization,  so  that  when  the  older  grey  heads 
and  bald  heads,  and  some  with  no  heads  get  out  of  the  business,  we 
will  have  young  men  that  are  able  to  fill  all  the  offices  acceptably  and 
with  the  best  of  results.  The  gentleman  that  I  have  in  mind  now  and 
that  I  am  about  to  place  before  you  is  a  man  that  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Executive  Board  for  years.  I  was  on  the  Board  with  him 
and  have  watched  his  work  carefully,  I  believe  he  is  thoroughly  com- 
petent— not  so  well  equipped  as  our  President,  because  our  President 
is  years  older.  I  believe  in  the  course  of  time  this  gentleman  will  be 
as  well  equipped. 

The  gentleman  that  I  have  in  mind  and  am  about  to  name  is  one 
who  in  my  opinion  is  one  of  the  brightest  men  we  have  in  the 
organization.  Without  wasting  any  more  of  your  time  or  patting 
his  head  any  more,  I  am  going  to  place  the  name  of  Jesse  Walker  of 
Cohoes  Labor  Council  in  nomination.  (Applause.) 

Delegate  O'Donnell:  I  rise  to  second  the  nomination  of  Jesse 
Walker  for  the  position  of  First  Vice-President,  and  I  want  to  say, 
as  one  of  the  Delegates  from  Philadelphia,  the  thing  that  inOuenced 
me  when  I  came  here  is  that,  though  this  is  the  first  time  I  have 
ever  met  Mr.  Walker,  the  common  saying  among  the  delegates  is 
that  Jesse  Walker's  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond,  and  that  is  the 
reason  I  take  pleasure  at  this  time,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  seconding  the 
nomination  of  Jesse  Walker  for  First  Vice-President.  (Applause.) 

Delegate  Thomas:  I  would  also  like  to  be  recorded  as  second- 
ing Brother  Walker's  nomination  for  First  Vice-President. 

Delegate  McDonnell:  I  move  that  the  nominations  close. 
Seconded.  Carried. 

Motion  that  the  Secretary  cast  one  ballot. 

Delegate  Sara  A.  Conboy:  I  respectfully  cast  one  ballot  for 
Jesse  Walker  as  First  Vice-President  of  the  United  Textile  Workers 
of  America. 


UNITED  TEXTILE  WORKERS  OF  AMERICA 


103 


President  Golden:  I  now  declare  him  elected  to  that  office  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

Vice-President  Walker:  I  want  to  sincerely  thank  the  dele- 
gates here  for  the  honor  that  has  been  conferred  on  me  today,  and 
I  promise  you  that  I  will  do  everything  possible  to  try  to  live  up  to 
the  office  that  has  been  tendered  to  me.   Thank  you.  (Applause.) 

Delegate  Flood:  I  know  that  we  haven't  a  great  deal  of  time 
here.  I  have  a  delegate  to  place  for  nomination  as  Second  Vice- 
President,  and  I  want  to  be  just  as  brief  as  possible,  because  I  believe 
that  my  candidate  is  well  known  among  the  delegates  and  needs  no 
praise  from  me.  He  has  been  in  the  movement  a  long  time  and  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Board  and  the  Emergency  Committee.  We 
know  that  he  will  fulfill  the  duties  of  the  office  with  honor  to  him- 
self and  credit  to  this  organization.  Therefore,  in  order  to  save 
time,  I  will  place  before  this  Convention  for  your  consideration  for 
the  office  of  Second  Vice-President  the  name  of  Brother  Frank 
McKosky  of  Philadelphia.  (Applause.) 

Delegate  Taylor:  Following  the  instructions  of  my  local 
organization,  I  wish  to  second  the  nomination. 

Delegate  White:  That  is  what  I  was  going  to  say. 

Delegate  Farris:  I  rise  to  second  that  nomination  because  of 
being  in  a  position  to  be  acquainted  with  Brother  McKosky  for  many 
years  in  this  Labor  Movement  in  Philadelphia  and  vicinity.  I  know 
of  his  ability,  and  therefore  I  take  great  pleasure  in  seconding  the 
nomination  of  Brother  McKosky. 

Motion  to  close  nominations  seconded  and  carried. 

Delegate  Hall:  I  move  that  the  Secretary  cast  one  ballot  for 
Delegate  Frank  McKosky  for  Second  Vice-President. 

Secretary  Conboy:  I  cast  one  ballot  for  Frank  McKosky  of 
Philadelphia,  Second  Vice-President  of  the  United  Textile  Workers 
of  America. 

Vice-President  McKosky:*  I  desire  at  this  time  to  thank  the 
delegates  for  the  vote  of  confidence  that  they  have  given  me  in  elect- 
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ing  me  as  the  Second  Vice-President  of  the  United  Textile  Workers 
of  America.  I  can  assure  the  delegates  that  I  will  appreciate  the 
fact,  and  that  I  will  give  the  very  best  that  is  in  me  for  the  interest 
of  the  Textile  Workers. 

Delegate  Carney:  I  desire  to  place  in  nomination  for  Secretary- 
Treasurer  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  a  man  that  I 
have  known  for  two  or  three  years,  known  in  the  Labor  Movement 
of  Philadelphia;  that  has  done  all  that  lay  in  his  power  both  night 
and  day ;  a  man  that  I  think  is  fit  for  the  position ;  a  man  that  a  year 
ago  would  have  been  your  Secretary-Treasurer  except  for  the  fact 
that  he  pulled  out  of  the  fight.  I  now  take  great  pleasure  in  placing 
in  nomination  Brother  George  Van  Vliet  of  the  Textile  Workers  of 
Philadelphia. 

Delegate  Thomas:  I  take  pleasure  in  rising  to  follow  up  the 
dictations  of  my  organization  and  also  my  personal  pleasure  in  sec- 
onding the  nomination  of  Brother  Van  Vliet,  who  through  his  action 
in  the  past  I  have  found  to  be  an  able  man.  We  in  our  local  would 
trust  him  to  the  limit  in  any  grievance.  Therefore,  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  take  great  pleasure  in  seconding  the  nomination  of  Brother  Van 
Vliet. 

Delegate  Hall:  I  would  like  to  rise  to  second  the  nomination 
of  Brother  Van  Vliet.  In  rising  to  second  the  nomination  of  Brother 
Van  Vliet,  I  wish  to  state  that  I  believe  that  Brother  Van  Vliet  is 
thoroughly  competent  to  fill  any  office  that  we  select  him  for.  I 
believe  he  is  thoroughly  fitted  for  the  Secretary-Treasurership  or  any 
other  office,  even  the  Presidency,  of  this  organization.  I  would 
further  like  to  state  in  behalf  of  Brother  Van  Vliet  that  we  of  Phila- 
delphia at  a  meeting  of  the  delegates  of  Philadelphia  brought  up  the 
question,  so  that  we  wouldn't  come  here  with  any  discord  in  regard 
to  any  office  or  officer.  The  result  was  that  Brother  Van  Vliet  was 
selected  over  your  humble  servant  and  in  accordance  with  the  will 
of  the  majority.  I  believe  Brother  Van  Vliet  will  fill  the  bill  to  the 
letter,  and  I  hope  all  the  delegates  here  will  support  Brother  Van 
Vliet.    (Applause.  ) 

Delegate  Starr  :  There  have  been  some  nice  things  said  by  some 
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of  the  former  speakers.  I  have  followed  them  up  very  carefully. 
There  have  been  some  nice  things  said  about  our  President  which 
were  in  my  opinion  deserved;  some  things  said  about  our  friends 
Walker  and  McKosky  which  I  believe  they  are  entitled  to.  And  at 
this  time  I  rise  to  place  before  you  the  name  of  one  who  in  my 
estimation — I  don't  very  often  err  in  my  judgment — would  make  an 
excellent  Secretary-Treasurer.  Mr.  President,  I  think  the  name  of 
the  person  that  I  am  going  to  put  before  you  in  nomination  at  the 
present  time  is  worthy  of  all  that  has  been  said  of  the  former  people 
who  have  been  nominated  and  elected  to  the  high  offices  which  they 
hold.  I  don't  wish  to  take  up  very  much  of  your  time  with  going 
into  details.  You  are  all  aware  of  the  work  that  has  been  accom- 
plished by  the  person  whom  I  am  about  to  name  in  doing  different 
kinds  of  work,  and  in  my  estimation  everything  she  has  undertaken 
has  been  a  success.  ' 

Some  time  ago,  Mr.  President,  our  late  Brother  Hibbert  was  taken 
away  from  us.  He  was  a  man  who,  in  my  estimation,  was  a  goodly 
officer  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  for  all  the  time  that  his  health 
permitted.  Unfortunately,  after  some  time,  Brother  Hibbert's  health 
broke  down  and  consequently  he  could  not  attend  to  the  duties 
of  his  office  as  he  should  have  done  and  got  things  rather  muddled. 
It  seems  that  things  were  in  a  very  deplorable  condition  when  Mrs. 
Conboy  was  called  to  the  office  and  told  to  looks  things  over.  She 
has  done  that,  Mr.  President,  and  I  have  been  in  touch  more  or 
less  with  the  office,  because  I  have  had  occasion  to  come  down  to 
New  York  once  in  a  while,  and  I  ran  in  there  to  see  how  the  people 
are  getting  on.  From  what  I  have  found  and  all  that  has  been  said, 
I  think  Sara  A.  Conboy  has  made  a  success  of  the  office  of  Secretary 
for  the  time  that  she  has  been  there,  and  I  now  place  before  you 
the  name  of  Mrs.  Sara  A.  Conboy  as  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of 
this  organization.  (Applause.) 

Delegate  McMahon: — Mr.  President  and  Delegates:  In 
rising  to  second  the  nomination  of  Mrs.  Sara  A.  Conboy,  I  wish  it 
to  be  understood  perfectly  that  no  one  in  this  convention  realizes  or 
understands  better  the  sterling  qualities  and  the  rugged  honesty  of 
my  friend,  George  Van  Vliet  than  I.  It  is  not  alone  a  question 
of  honesty;  it  is  not  alone  a  question  of  his  worth  as  a  worker. 


106 


FIFTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


but  the  ability  to  perform  and  fill  the  office  of  our  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  one  that  to  my  mind  during  the  last  six  months  has  been 
filled  with  such  real  intelligence  that  I  for  one  am  amazed.  In  ^ 
the  present  acting  incumbent  of  this  office  we  have  one  who  has 
proved  her  worth.  There  is  no  detriment,  when  I  say  that,  to  our 
friend.  Brother  Van  Vliet.  We  know  what  we  have.  We  have 
an  untried  quality  when  we  try  anything  else,  and  for  the  good  of 
the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  so  that  progress  may  be 
in  the  air,  so  that  the  years  to  come  may  be  years  of  fruition,  may 
be  years  of  building  up,  let  us  here  as  delegates,  representing  our 
organization  stand  solidly  together  in  a  solid  phalanx  and  place  in  the 
office  the  one  who  has  proved  her  worth,  Sara  A.  Conboy.  (Ap- 
plause. ) 

• 

Delegate  McDonnell:  In  my  opinion,  this  is  one  of  the  most 
particular  offices  to  be  filled  in  the  United  Textile  Workers  of 
America.  We  are  a  growing  organization,  and  it  requires  the  very 
best  executive  ability  to  carry  out  the  duties  of  this  office.  There 
has  been  a  system  instituted  there  some  time  ago,  a  very  much 
needed  one.  That  system  has  been  inaugurated,  but  it  has  not  been 
completed,  and  it  is  up  to  every  delegate  here  to  consider  this  most 
important  office,  and  I  believe  that  Sara  A.  Conboy  has  that  ability. 
She  has  been  tried  in  other  places,  and  has  proven,  according  to  the 
majority  of  the  delegates,  one  of  the  most  successful  organizers  among 
the  women.  She  has  made  good  here,  according  to  the  statements 
made,  and  I  see  no  reason  for  not  continuing  this  service.  Why 
not  continue  it  and  elect  Sara  A.  Conboy  to  this  most  important  office. 
(Applause.  ) 

Delegate  Madden:  While  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the 
delegate  from  Philadelphia,  I  am  acquainted  with  the  Delegate  from 
the  office,  that  is,  Mrs.  Conboy.  I  became  acquainted  with  her 
through  the  work  she  performed,  and  I  think  by  the  report  she 
had  here,  it  is  perfectly  satisfactory  to  all  the  delegates  present. 
As  a  member  of  a  company  outside  of  the  textile  workers — ^we  have  | 
about  fifteen  stockholders,  as  you  would  call  them — and  I  believe 
if  we  were  going  to  continue  an  office  such  as  Secretary-Treasurer 
and  had  found  that  office  conducted  in  a  manner  that  it  has  been  con- 
ducted by  Mrs.  Conboy,  it  would  be  suicide  on  the  part  of  any 
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stockholder  to  try  to  institute  a  change.  At  times  we  have 
occasion  to  go  into  the  labor  market  for  an  employee,  and  when 
we  go  into  the  labor  market,  we  look  for  the  most  desirable  element. 
As  a  representative  of  stockholders  in  the  textile  industry — that  is, 
the  matmakers  that  I  represent — I  think  the  work  that  Mrs.  Conboy 
has  performed  should  be  continued.  As  I  said  before,  while  the 
delegate  from  Philadelphia  may  be  a  good  fellow,  I  think  Mrs. 
Conboy  is  just  a  little  bit  better  fellow,  and  I  think  she  should 
retain  the  job.  (Applause.) 

Delegate  Clements:  I  rise  to  second  the  nomination  of 
Sara  A.  Conboy  for  the  position  of  Secretary-Treasurer  of  this 
organization,  for  a  reason  that  many  delegates  have  probably  not 
considered.  I  honestly  believe  that  the  majority  of  operatives  in 
the  various  textile  industries  in  the  country  are  women  and  girls. 
I  do  not  know  of  another  industry  where  women  are  so  largely 
employed.  I  do  not  know  of  another  national  organization  which  has 
a  woman  on  its  general  board,  and  I  believe  that  if  we  elect  Sara  A. 
Conboy  as  Secretary-Treasurer  of  this  organization,  we  can  go 
before  the  Textile  Workers  of  the  United  States  and  Canada  and 
say,  "We  not  only  want  you  women  with  us,  but  we  have  proved  our 
sincerity  by  putting  one  of  your  sex  in  one  of  the  most  responsible 
positions  in  our  organization.  (Applause.) 

Delegate  Fleming:  I  move  you  that  nominations  be  closed. 
Seconded.  Carried. 

President  Golden:  I  have  been  requested  to  place  before  the 
convention  the  case  of  Delegate  Statum.  Delegate  Statum  is  ill  in 
bed  upstairs.  They  have  made  the  request  that  I  place  it  before 
the  convention  as  to  whether  Delegate  Statum  should  be  allowed  to 
vote  or  be  deprived  of  a  vote. 

Delegate  Thomas:  I  move  that  he  be  allowed  to  vote. 
Seconded.  Carried. 

Delegate  Walker:  The  total  number  of  votes  cast  is  eighty- 
one;  Delegate  Conboy  receives  fifty-six;  Delegate  Van  Vliet  twenty- 
five.  (Applause.) 
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Delegate  Van  Vliet:  I  would  move  tha,t  we  declEre  the  elec- 
tion of  Sara  A.  Conboy  unanimous  and  I  would  like  to  have  the 
privilege  of  being  the  first  to  shake  hands  with  her  and  con- 
gratulate her.    Seconded.    Unanimously  carried. 

Secretary  Conboy:  Mr.  President  and  Delegates  to  this  Con- 
vention: I  know  that  you  have  to-day  established  a  precedent, 
being  the  first  international  organization  to  place  a  woman  in  office, 
and  I  hope  that  I  will  fulfill  all  of  your  expectations.  If  I  don't,  it 
won't  be  because  I  won't  work  hard  to  do  it.  I  want  to  thank  you 
who  gave  me  your  support  in  this  election,  and  I  want  to  thank  the 
loyal  friends  of  Delegate  Van  Vliet  who  gave  him  their  support. 
Had  he  been  elected,  I  surely  would  have  done  all  in  my  power  to 
have  given  him  of  the  knowledge  which  I  have  gained  during  my 
time  in  the  office,  and  I  so  expressed  myself  to  two  or  three  of  the 
brothers  whom  I  knew  were  friends  of  Delegate  Van  Vliet.  I  know 
that  the  officers  of  the  different  organizations  will  co-operate  with 
me  in  my  work  in  the  office,  and  believe  me,  I  will  give  you  the 
best  that  is  in  me.    Thank  you.  (Applause.) 

President  Golden:  Nominations  are  now  in  order  for  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Executive  Council. 

Delegate  Turner  of  Philadelphia  nominated  Delegate  Bradley 
of  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

Delegate  Callahan  of  Philadelphia  nominated  Delegate  Farris 
of  Philadelphia. 

Delegate  Hall  of  Philadelphia  nominated  Delegate  O'Donnell 
of  Philadelphia. 

Delegate  Bradley  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  nominated  Delegate 
Thomas  of  Philadelphia. 

Delegate  McKosky  of  Philadelphia  nominated  Delegate  McDon- 
nell of  Philadelphia. 

Delegate  Mclntyre  nominated  Delegate  Mason  of  Philadelphia. 

Delegate  Powers  of  Pawtucket  nominated  Delegate  Lavalle  of 
Providence. 

Delegate  Madden  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  nominated  Delegate 
Clements  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
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Delegate  Delude  of  Willimantic,  Conn.,  nominated  Delegate 
Mrs.  Thompson  of  Ludlow,  Mass. 

Delegate  McMahon  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  nominated  Delegate 
Hanley  of  Lowell,  Mass. 

Delegate  McDonnell  of  Philadelphia  nominated  Delegate  Flood 
of  Cohoes. 

Delegate  Taylor  of  Philadelphia  placed  in  nomination  the  name 
of  Delegate  Starr  of  Paterson,  N.  J.,  who  declined  to  accept  the 
nomination. 

Delegate  Fleming:  In  regard  to  the  five  nominations  from 
Philadelphia — the  Committee  on  Laws  decided  that  it  would  be 
determined  by  the  three  highest  men  from  Philadelphia  being  elected, 
the  two  lowest  to  drop  out. 

The  Chairman  :  I  would  advise,  in  order  to  be  clear  on  this 
thing  in  the  future,  it  should  be  plainly  stated  in  the  law. 

Delegate  Carney:  I  move  that  the  two  lowest  of  the  Phila- 
delphia delegates  that  are  running  as  ipembers  of  the  Executive 
Board  be  dropped  and  the  three  highest  are  elected,  and  that  that 
be  inserted  in  the  law.    Seconded.  Carried. 

Delegate  Laraby:  I  move  that  nominations  close.  Seconded. 
Carried. 

Secretary  Conboy  announced  the  vote  as  follows:  Farris,  67; 
O'Donnell,  42;  McDonnell,  38;  Thomas,  46;  Bradley,  60;  Mason, 
34;  Flood,  50;  Hanley,  50;  Thompson,  57;  Clements,  47;  Lavalle, 
54 ;  total  number  cast  68.  Delegates  McDonnell  and  Mason  are  the 
lowest.  The  Executive  Council  will  be  made  up  of  Delegates  Farris, 
O'Donnell,  Thomas,  Bradley,  Flood,  Hanley,  Thompson,  Clements 
and  Lavalle. 

Delegate  McDonnell:  I  think  I  ought  to  say  at  this  time 
that  I  am  just  as  well  pleased  in  adversity  as  in  prosperity.  I  hope 
that  the  incoming  Executive  Committee  will  be  a  brilliant  success 
to  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America.  (Applause.) 

Nominations  for  Organizer: 

Delegate  Creech:  I  rise  to  nominate  a  man  whom  I  have 
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learned  to  respect  in  the  three  or  four  years  that  I  have  known 
him.  From  all  reports,  no  matter  where  he  goes,  the  same  appears 
to  be  true  as  to  the  result  that  he  has  accomplished  in  Philadelphia. 
I  take  great  pleasure  in  placing  in  nomination  the  name  of  Thomas 
J.  Reagan. 

Delegates  Hall^  Carney  and  McIntyre  seconded  the  motion. 
Moved  that  nominations  now  close. 

Secretary  Conboy:  It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  cast  one  ballot  for 
Brother  Thomas  J.  Reagan  for  General  Organizer.  (Applause.) 

President  Golden:  One  ballot  having  been  cast  for  Delegate 
Thomas  J.  Reagan  for  the  ensuing  term,  I  declare  him  duly  elected. 

Delegate  Reagan:  I  want  to  thank  the  delegates  here  for  the 
confidence  that  they  have  placed  in  me,  and  I  want  to  say  that  in 
going  out  after  this  Convention  is  over,  I  can't  do  anything  more 
than  I  have  done  in  the  years  past.  Although  the  road  has  been 
hard  for  these  past  two  years,  from  my  experience  I  am  led  to 
believe  that  we  will  have  an  easier  road  to  travel  this  year  and  have 
better  success  than  we  had  in  the  past.  I  just  want  to  say  this: 
There  has  been  some  criticism  here  about  the  report  that  Organizer 
Reagan  sent  in  here  to  this  Convention,  but  I  want  to  assure  any 
of  the  delegates  here  that  saw  fit  to  criticize  that  report  that  if 
Brother  Reagan  wanted  to  sit  down,  and  make  a  note  of  those  that 
were  of  assistance  to  him  during  the  past  year,  your  monthly  Journal 
wouldn't  be  big  enough  to  hold  the  report  that  could  be  put  in.  I 
want  to  say  this:  No  matter  where  I  am  for  the  time  to  come,  no 
matter  what  District  I  am  put  in,  I  will  do  just  as  much  for  these 
people  in  any  part  of  this  country  as  in  Philadelphia.  I  hope  when 
I  come  into  the  next  Convention,  if  I  am  spared  that  long,  that 
instead  of  criticizing  that  report  somebody  will  get  up  and  make  a 
motion  and  ask  Brother  Reagan  to  wait  until  the  next  day  to  finish 
it  up.  I  thank  you  one  and  all  for  the  confidence,  and  I  hope  that 
we  will  meet  in  one  year  from  today.  (Applause.) 

Election  of  Delegates  to  the  Convention  in  San  Francisco: 

Secretary  reads  call. 

Delegate  Clements:  In  view  of  the  distance  from  New  York 
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City  to  San  Francisco  being  so  great,  while  we  believe  that  we 
should  be  fully  represented,  I  believe  that  it  would  be  a  mistake  at 
this  time  to  go  to  the  enormous  expense  of  sending  more  than  one 
delegate.  Therefore,  Mr.  President,  I  move  you  that  this  Conven- 
tion only  send  one  delegate  to  the  combined  Convention  to  be  held 
in  San  Francisco  November  1.    Seconded.  Carried. 

Delegate  O'Donnell:  I  am  going  to  nominate  the  man  whom 
I  think  best  fitted  for  that  position,  John  Golden.  Seconded. 
(Applause.) 

The  Chairman:  President  John  Golden  has  been  placed  in 
nomination  for  delegate  to  San  Francisco. 

Motion  to  close  nominations  seconded  and  unanimously  carried. 

Secretary  Conboy:  I  hereby  cast  one  ballot  for  President  John 
Golden,  delegate  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  Convention, 
San  Francisco,  Cal.,  and  also  to  the  Union  Label  Trades 
Convention. 

President  Golden:  I  don't  know  whether  I  am  worthy  of  all 
the  good  things  that  are  being  said.  Of  course,  it  helps  to  make  up 
for  some  of  the  bricks  that  will  come  from  now  until  the  next  Con- 
vention. I  kind  of  balance  things  up,  you  know.  You  have  so 
many  bricks  to  so  many  bouquets.  The  trouble  is  you  get  seventy- 
five  per  cent,  bricks  and  twenty-five  per  cent,  bouquets.  It  does 
one  good  to  see  an  indication  of  confidence  in  men  who  have  tried 
their  best  to  give  to  you  the  best  that  was  in  them.  I  assure  you 
that  I  will  represent  you  to  the  very  best  of  my  ability.  I  again 
thank  you.  (Applause.) 

Nomination  of  place  for  holding  next  Convention. 

Delegate  Powers  of  Pawtucket  placed  in  nomination  New 
York  City. 

Delegate  Hanley  of  Lowell  placed  in  nomination  the  City  of 
Lowell,  Mass. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  nominations  close. 

Secretary  Conboy  announced  the  following  vote:  Lowell,  24; 
New  York,  30. 
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President  Golden:  New  York  having  received  the  highest 
number  of  votes,  the  Convention  of  1916  v^ill  be  held  in  New  York 
City. 

RESOLUTION. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  October  16,  1915. 

Whereas,  The  present  system  of  reporting  the  financial  condi- 
tion of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  annually  is  not 
giving  entire  satisfaction  to  its  members,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary-Treasurer  be  instructed  to  prepare 
a  quarterly  report  of  the  financial  and  numerical  standing  and  for- 
ward same  to  all  local  unions. 

President  Golden:  I  have  no  objection  to  the  sending — or 
would  have  no  objections  to  the  sending  out  of  quarterly  reports — 
but  I  believe  that  the  proper  and  most  satisfactory  report  would  be 
the  half-yearly  report,  for  this  reason:  You  have  your  first  troubles 
in  getting  in  the  exact  returns  for  the  quarter,  but  on  the  half  yearly 
report,  you  can  send  out  a  more  accurate  report.  Now,  what 
I  have  found — and  this  was  the  objection  raised  when  they  made 
the  six  months'  report  instead  of  three  months,  and  Secretary  Hib- 
bert  was  sustained  in  that  stand — it  means  this:  that  you  have  to 
notify  all  your  locals  to  get  in  their  returns  as  you  are  sending 
out  that  report.  Now,  you  can  get  that  on  the  end  of  the  half  year, 
but  when  you  send  to  those  people  four  times  in  the  year,  you  don't 
get  it  four  times,  and  consequently  your  quarterly  reports  are  never 
complete.  In  my  judgment,  if  a  half-yearly  sheet  is  sent  out,  the 
first  six  months*  work  goes  to  the  members  and  then  the  next  six 
months  delivered  to  them,  after  submitting  to  the  Convention,  in  my 
judgment,  the  half-yearly  report  is  a  more  business-like  proposition, 
shows  a  better  and  more  accurate  report  than  what  your  quarterly 
reports  do.  I  believe  from  my  experience  your  quarterly  reports  will 
not  be  satisfactory.  That  is,  they  won't  show  the  accurate  standing 
of  the  organization  financially  and  otherwise.  But,  I  believe  your 
half-yearly  reports  will  be  as  accurate  as  it  is  possible  to  get  them. 
If  I  am  in  order,  I  would  beg  leave  to  substitute  for  the  word  "quar- 
terly" the  word  "half-yearly."  . 
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Delegate  O'Donnell:  I  wish  to  say  that  I  introduced  that 
resolution,  and  I  did  it  for  this  purpose:  I  took  it  first  in  front  of 
the  organization  that  I  represent  and  it  was  practically  adopted  by 
a  unanimous  vote.  I  believe  that  we  should  have  a  report  oftener 
than  once  a  year  and  that  at  the  Convention.  I  believe  it  would 
give  more  satisfaction  to  the  rank  and  file  of  our  organization,  if 
they  knew  oftener  just  how  the  money  was  being  expended  and  the 
number  of  members  being  added  to  the  organization.  I  know  the 
semi-annual  report  has  never  been  sent  to  our  organization.  It  has 
just  been  the  report  that  has  come  from  the  Convention.  To  try 
to  get  around  that  was  the  reason  that  I  introduced  this  resolution. 
I  thought  it  was  entirely  feasible  to  take  it  up.  But,  if  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  officers,  it  would  be  bad  policy  to  pursue  that  at  the 
present  time,  I  am  not  so  hide-bound  as  to  insist  on  it.  However, 
I  believed  at  the  time  that  we  should  have  a  report  oftener  than 
once  a  year  and  that  at  the  Convention,  so  that  we  would  know 
how  our  money  is  expended  and  the  number  of  members  added 
to  the  organization  during  the  year. 

The  Chairman:  Delegate  O'Donnell  is  absolutely  right.  It 
hasn't  been  lived  up  to.  On  page  6  here  of  the  Duties  of  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  it  says:  "He  shall  send  out  a  semi-annual  itemized  report 
of  expenditures,  etc."  It  should  have  been  done,  but  it  wasn't.  I 
think  I  can  be  safe  in  saying  this,  that  it  will  be  sent  out.  If  it 
became  necessary,  I  would  exercise  my  prerogative  as  President  to 
insist  that  it  be  sent  out,  but  I  believe  that  under  present  conditions 
there  will  be  no  need  of  my  taking  that  position.  The  new  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer and  I  have  discussed  that  matter,  and  I  believe 
there  will  be  no  dissatisfaction.  Just  as  soon  as  six  months  of  busi- 
ness is  over,  immediately  that  report  will  be  gotten  together  and  the 
Secretary  of  each  local  union  furnished  with  it,  and  that  makes  two 
reports  in  the  year. 

Delegate  O'Donnell:  I  am  willing,  under  the  circumstances, 
to  accept  the  substitute  motion  instead  of  the  quarterly  report. 
Motion  to  accept  report  seconded  and  carried. 

Delegate  Farris:  We  have  a  resolution  here: 

Bb  It  Resolved^  That  this  Convention  instruct  its  delegate 


IIA 


FIFTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


elected  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to  present  resolutions 
to  the  effect  that  all  delegates  to  future  Conventions  to  be  seated 
must  produce  five  craft  labels  on  their  wearing  apparel. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  Walter  Gray. 
The  Committee  recommends  the  adoption  of  this  resolution. 
Seconded.  Carried. 

Whereas^  The  National  Organization  has  not  been  in  a  position 
to  do  any  extensive  advertising  of  our  label,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  National  Headquarters  be  given  authority 
to  advertise  our  label  and  a  description  of  goods  bearing  the  same, 
whenever  and  wherever  possible,  in  authorized  labor  publications 
only.  Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  William  Farris, 
H.  Searles, 
J.  White, 

J.  HiGGINS,  . 

J.  Clement. 

The  Committee  recommends  favorably. 

Delegate  Powers:  I  move  that  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  be  adopted.    Seconded.  Carried. 

Delegate  Cusick:  Report  of  Committee  on  Executive  Coun- 
cil's Report — Your  Committee  finds  in  the  minutes  of  the  Executive 
Council  that  the  Emergency  Committee  recommended  that  in  future 
all  reports  of  officers  be  submitted  to  the  Convention  on  the  first 
day,  so  that  the  Committee  having  same  in  charge  may  be  able  to 
report  on  the  second  day  of  the  Convention. 

lYour  Committee  recommends  that  this  recommendation  be  con- 
curred in. 

Your  Committee  recommends  that  the  bond  of  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer  be  fixed  at  not  less  than  $5,000.00. 

In  minutes  of  February  2,  1915,  of  Emergency  Committee,  it  is 
stated  that  the  bond  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  was  fixed  at 
$5,000.00.  The  Acting  Secretary-Treasurer  has  informed  your 
Committee  that  there  is  no  record  of  such  bond  and  your  Com- 
mittee recommend  that  the  incoming  Executive  Council  investigate 
this  matter. 


UNITED  TEXTILE  WORKERS  OF  AMERICA 


ns 


Your  Committee  recommend  that  the  books  of  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer  be  audited  by  a  certified  expert  accountant  once  a  year. 

(Signed)  John  Thomas, 
Martin  Clancy, 
Harry  Bradley, 
James  Cusick, 
Thomas  Blacow. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  report  be  accepted  and  Committee  dis- 
charged with  thanks.  Carried. 

Resolution  on  Child  Labor: 

Delegate  Walker  reported  for  the  Committee  as  follows: 

Whereas,  Inasmuch  as  the  employment  of  children  is  one  of 
the  greatest  crimes  against  humanity  and  is  a  question  of  most  vital 
importance  to  the  Textile  Workers,  and  inasmuch  as  the  National 
Child  Labor  Committee  has  proven  to  have  done  most  valuable  and 
effective  work  in  promoting  the  cause  for  the  elimination  of  Child 
Labor, 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  go  on  record  as  favoring  the 
legislation  that  the  National  Child  Labor  Committee  is  advocating 
as  is  embodied  in  House  Bill  H.  R.  12292,  and  that  we  lend  all  aid 
possible  in  securing  this  legislation. 

James  Tansey, 
Jesse  Walker, 
Frank  McKosky, 
W.  F.  Statum, 
Thomas  J.  Reagan. 

Resolution  adopted  unanimously. 

Delegate  Hanley:  I  move  that  we  adjourn  until  1916,  to  meet 
again  on  the  third  Monday  of  October  in  New  York  City. 

President  Golden  :  I  want  to  thank  every  delegate  here  and  those 
that  have  gone  for  the  splendid  manner  in  which  they  have  con- 
ducted themselves  in  this  Convention;  for  the  very  splendid  manner 
in  which  they  have  obeyed  the  rulings  of  the  chair,  for  the  splendid 
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manner  in  which  the  debates  have  been  conducted,  and  while  there 
has  been  a  little  crossfire  and  while  there  have  been  lots  of  differ- 
ences of  opinion,  I  believe  that  there  is  not  a  man  or  woman  that 
will  leave  this  Convention  with  anything  wrangling  in  his  or  her 
mind  against  any  of  those  that  they  have  differed  with.  We  have 
differed  to  agree,  and  for  that  reason  I  believe  that  this  has  been 
one  of  the  most  constructive  Conventions  that  the  United  Textile 
Workers  have  ever  held.  You  have  come  into  the  dawn  of  a  new 
era.  The  United  Textile  Workers  is  just  in  the  making,  and  with 
the  progressive  men  and  women  that  are  on  that  Council  of  yours, 
with  progressive  ideas,  and  with  the  enlightenment  to  every  dele- 
gate here  in  regard  to  our  policies,  we  have  put  out  United  Textile 
Workers  on  a  higher  plane,  we  have  shown  an  appreciation  in  every 
manner  possible  to  the  men  and  the  women  that  have  been  trying 
so  hard  to  serve  you  during  the  year,  and  I  feel  sure  that  every 
delegate  will  go  home  to  his  local  imbued  with  the  ambition  and  the 
energy  and  the  determination  to  build  up  and  build  up  higher  and 
higher  this  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  which  has  now 
taken  its  place  alongside  of  the  best  international  unions  in  the 
country. 

They  may  say  what  they  like  to  our  detriment,  but  we  have 
made  a  place  in  the  big  American  Federation  of  Labor.  I  believe 
that  the  policies  that  have  been  ordered  put  into  practice  here  will 
bring  us  all  together,  whoever  lives  to  see  it,  in  a  year's  time,  with 
a  bigger  and  a  better  and  a  busier  United  Textile  Workers  than 
ever  we  had  before  in  our  history. 

If  there  is  no  more  business  to  bring  before  this  Convention,  I 
now  declare  it  duly  adjourned  until  the  third  Monday  in  October, 
1916,  in  New  York  City. 

Adjournment. 
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Monday  Mamingy  October  16,  1916. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  John 
Golden,  at  10:30  A.  M. 

President  Golden:  The  delegates  that  have  not  turned  in 
thei  roriginal  credentials  will  turn  them  in  upstairs  in  room  324, 
at  once.  I  see  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  is 
here,  and  you  can  turn  them  in  to  him  right  here.  The  delegates 
will  please  be  seated. 

Delegate  James  B.  Devery  of  Local  Union  749,  Cohoes,  New 
York,  will  act  as  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Delegate  Henry  Rothenbach,  Local  706,  Philadelphia,  will  act 
as  Messenger,  and  take  his  seat  up  here. 

The  Convention  will  please  come  to  order. 

The  Chairman  of  the-  Committee  on  Credentials  will  make  his 
report. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CREDENTIALS  COMMITTEE. 

BY  GEORGE  CREECH,  CHAIRMAN. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Convention 
of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  greeting  : 

Your  Credential  Committee,  having  examined  the  credentials 
of  the  Delegates  submitted  to  them,  beg  to  submit  the  following 
report : 

There  are  credentials  for  103  Delegates  representing  nine 
States  and  twenty-three  cities  and  towns,  sixty-four  Local  Unions. 

The  following  Delegates  are  eligible  to  represent  their  various 
Local  Unions  at  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Convention  of  the  United 
Textile  Workers  of  America : 

Local  Union  25,  Philadelphia,  Pa. — George  Creech,  Tobias  Hall, 
Samuel  Greer. 

Local  Union  26,  Lowell,  Mass. — ^Thomas  J.  Regan. 

Local  Union  72,  Philadelphia,  Pa. — Samuel  Bressler,  Jacob 
Parleman,  Thomas  Russell,  John  Murphy,  Thomas  Lafferty. 

Local  Union  332,  Amsterdam,  N.  Y. — Harry  Gale,  Earl  Casa- 
bone. 

Local  Union  439,  Paterson,  N.  J.— John  Wilson,  Thomas  F. 
Morgan. 

Local  Union  446,  Cohoes,  N.  Y.-— Joseph  R.  Johnston. 

3 


4 


SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


Local  Union  486,  Pawtuckei. — Frank  Jennard,  John  H.  Powers. 
Local  Union  491,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. — Henry  Frampton. 
Local  Union  499,  Cohoes,  N.  Y. — ^John  Brennan. 
Local  Union  503,  Pawtucket,  R.  L — ^John  H.  Gerraghty. 
Local  Union  505,  Providence,  R.  L — Joseph  Kierman. 
Local  Union  520,  Cohoes,  N.  Y.— John  F.  Welch. 
Local  Union  552,  Cohoes,  N,  Y. — ^John  J.  Flood. 
Local  Union  577,  Cohoes,  N.  Y. — James  Parsley,  Theodore 
Jerome. 

Local  Union  671,  Willimantic,  Conn. — Mrs.  J.  Gifford,  Law- 
rence Hagerty. 

Local  Union  678,  Paterson,  N.  J. — James  Cusick,  James  Starr. 
Local  Union  687,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. — Jules  Clement. 
Local  Union  689,  West  New  York,  N.  J.— A.  Reilly.  (Seated 
later.) 

Local  Union  696,  Philadelphia,  Pa. — Thomas  Foley,  Horace 
D.  Wilkinson,  Edward  Callaghan,  William  Farris. 

Local  Union  702,  Philadelphia,  Pa. — William  Hoffman,  Peter 
Lutman,  George  Layton,  Bernard  Kennedy,  Charles  McMillan, 
Arthur  McDonnell. 

Local  Union  706,  Philadelphia,  Pa. — Frank  McKosky,  Harry 
Rothenbach,  John  Thompson,  Frank  Greifenstein. 

Local  Union  713,  Cohoes,  N.  Y. — Patrick  Coey. 

Local  Union  721,  Roxbury,  Mass. — Sara  A.  Conboy. 

Local  Union  726,  Philadelphia,  Pa. — John  J.  Thomas. 

Local  Union  730,  Philadelphia,  Pa. — Jesse  Walker,  Barnet 
Sadoff. 

Local  Union  743,  Lowell,  Mass. — Charles  Thiebault,  Frank  R. 
Le  Claire. 

Local  Union  749,  Cohoes,  N.  Y. — James  B.  Devery. 

Local  Union  753,  Yorkville,  N.  Y. — John  Kwiecioiski. 

Local  Union  760,  Pompton  Lakes,  N.  J. — Frank  A.  Marion. 

Local  Union  771,  Maynard,  Mass. — Alfred  Hautamaki. 

Local  Union  787,  Maynard,  Mass. — Thomas  A.  Breck. 

Local  Union  807,  Knoxville,  Tenn.— A.  T.  Bradley,  W.  L. 
Stoner,  J.  H.  Humphrey,  B.  L.  Monday. 

Local  Union  813,  Lowell,  Mass. — Francisel  Balasa. 

Local  Union  825,  Philadelphia,  Pa. — Harold  Beardsley, 
Thomas  Boylan,  Edward  McCann,  Harry  Brown,  William  Deig- 
han,  Edwin  Mason,  William  Weachter,  Charles  Hallahan. 

Local  Union  829,  Collinsville,  III. — William  Bonn. 

Local  Union  838,  Greystone,  R.  L — William  H.  Wright,  James 
Allen. 

Local  Union  851,  Paterson,  N.  J. — Samuel  Pettit. 
Local  Union  877,  Ludlow,  Mass. — Miss  Margaret  Cleary. 
Local  Union  881,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. — N.  Bunting  Blatt. 
Local  Union  883,  Fultonville,  N.  Y. — George  Ellis. 
Local  Union  890,  Philadelphia,     Pa. — Harry     Smith,  John 
Lloyd,  V.  Charles  Fowler. 

Local  Union  898,  Cohoes,  N.  Y. — Mrs,  Mary  Jones. 
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Local  Union  899,  Cohoes,  N.  Y. — Nora  Tower,  Josie  Irwin. 

Local  Union  923,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.— Ernest  F.  Gsell. 

Local  Union  931,  Lowell,  Mass. — Mrs.  Annie  Reagan. 

Local  Union  939,  Gloversville,  N.  Y. — John  F.  Bollwark. 

Local  Union  943,  Maynard,  Mass. — ^Joseph  Parkin. 

Local  Union  944,  Maynard,  Mass. — Mary  E.  Driscoll. 

Local  Union  946,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. — Edward  Larety. 

Local  Union  947,  Maynard,  Mass. — Catherine  Lyons. 

Local  Union  949,  Philadelphia,  Pa. — William  Limper. 

Local  Union  955,  Lowell,  Mass. — Thomas  F.  McMahon. 

Local  Union  957,  Philadelphia,  Pa. — Edward  McNulty. 

Local  Union  966,  Anderson,  S.  C. — ^John  Golden. 

Local  Union  980,  Paterson,  N.  J. — Alexander  W.  Park, 
Thomas  Bottomley. 

Local  Union  983,  Anderson,  S.  C. — Miss  Mary  Kelleher. 

Local  Union  989,  Paterson,  N.  J. — Edward  Callahan,  Isaac 
Russak. 

Local  Union  1003,  Allentown,  Pa. — Clarence  Heckman. 
Local  Union  1007,  Lowell,  Mass. — J.  F.  Mullen. 
Local. Union  1016,  Philadelphia,  Pa. — Charles  Weiland,  Leo 
J.  Gormley. 

Local  Union  1026,  Lowell,  Mass. — ^John  Hanley. 
Local  Union  1042,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. — Nathan  Wainess. 

(Signed)  George  Creech,  Chairman. 
Mrs.  Joseph  Gifford, 
Thomas  A.  Breck. 


President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Credentials.   What  is  your  pleasure  with  the  report  ? 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  move  that  the 
report  of  the  Credentials  Committee  be  received  and  the  dele- 
gates as  their  names  were  read  out  be  seated. 

Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 

The  Secretary  will  now  call  the  roll  and  each  delegate  will 
answer  in  a  voice  that  we  can  hear. 

Secretary  Conboy  called  the  roll  and  all  delegates  responded 
present. 
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ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME. 

BY  PRESIDENT  GOLDEN. 

Brother  and  Sister  Delegates : 

We  are  now  about  to  officially  start  the  business  of  the  Six- 
teenth Annual  Convention  of  our  International  Union,  and  it  is 
with  extreme  pride  and  pleasure  that  I  look  around  on  this,  the 
greatest  gathering  of  delegates  in  the  history  of  the  conventions 
of  our  International  Union  (Applause),  pleasure  at  meeting  many 
of  the  old  faces  and  meeting  some  new  ones,  I  have  never  during 
my  career  in  the  labor  movement  understood  the  attitude  of  the 
labor  man  or  woman  in  objecting  or  protesting  or  voting  against 
the  sending  of  delegates  to  a  convention.  I  only  wish  that  every 
delegate  here  had  had  the  opportunity  that  I  have  had  to  attend 
the  great  conventions  of  our  American  Federation  of  Labor,  the 
best  university  in  the  wide  world  for  the  teaching  of  the  principles 
of  the  brotherhood  of  men.  We  may  go  to  colleges  and  univer- 
sities and  fill  our  minds  and  our  brains  with  theoretical  ideas  and 
theoretical  opinions,  but  just  as  it  applies  to  industriaKproblems 
inside  the  workshop  and  the  factories,  so  it  applies  to  the  mental 
mind  and  the  mental  education  that  is  so  desirable  in  our  great 
labor  movement. 

Our  technical  schools  that  have  done  wonderful  work  along  the- 
oretical lines  would  be  of  absolutely  no  consequence,  no  value  to 
the  student  therein  unless  he  gets  that  other  education,  the  prac- 
tical education,  along  with  the  theory,  and  consequently  I  hope, 
now  that  we  have  started  out  under  such  magnificent  auspices  in 
our  Sixteenth  Annual  Convention,  so  far  as  numbers  are  con- 
cerned, I  hope  and  I  feel  assured  after  this  convention  is  over  that 
every  delegate  here,  whether  they  be  the  old  delegate  with  added 
education,  or  whether  it  be  the  new  delegate  in  their  first  conven- 
tion, 1  feel  assured  that  every  one  of  those  delegates  will  go  back 
to  their  Local  Union  and  when  the  time  comes  again  for  the 
question  to  be  settled  about  sending  delegates,  unless  it  is  abso- 
lutely impossible  to  do  it,  not  only  send  delegates,  but  let  your 
Union  be  fully  represented  here  as  so  many  of  them  are  today. 
(Applause).  My  experience  has  shown  me  this,  or  at  least  it 
has  convinced  me  of  this,  that  our  greatest  misunderstandings, 
our  greatest  trouble  is  the  fact  that  we  do  not  know  each  other  as 
well  as  we  ought  to. 

It  is  very  easy  for  somebody  to  come  to  me  or  one  of  my 
colleagues  on  the  official  stafif  and  say,  "Bill  Jones  don't  amount 
to  much ;  he  is  narrow."  Sometimes  they  go  further,  and  -none 
of  us  escape  it,  "Oh,  well,  he  did  something  wrong;  he  didn't  stand 
with  us  in  a  fight."  Some  of  us  are  charged  with  greater  crimes. 
I  suppose  it  is  one  of  the  weaknesses  of  human  nature  that  our 
Trade  Union  movement,  not  in  its  entirety,  but  in  many  instances, 
we  are  too  ready  to  lend  a  willing  ear  to  the  slander  of  one  of  our 
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brothers  or  sisters.  We  are  too  ready  to  condemn  before  we 
find  out;  we  are  too  ready  to  take  note  of  the  derogatory  word, 
,  and  to  be  unwilling  sometimes  to  give  that  full  measure  of  praise 
that  duty  well  done  deserves.  Let  us  get  together  and  meet 
and  argue  and  differ,  and  it  is  right  we  should  differ,  because  if 
we  don't  we  will  never  arrive  at  those  right  conclusions  that  argu- 
ment and  debate  bring  to  the  surface;  the  man  or  woman  that 
differs  with,  us,  we  must  respect  them,  we  must  respect  their 
opinions  even  if  they  stand  alone  in  this  great  gathering  of  ours 
this  morning. 

Now,  my  friends,  there  will  be  many  questions  for  us  to  dis- 
cuss, there  will  be  many  problems  for  us  to  solve ;  I  do  not  say 
.  this  in  disparagement  of  the  years  that  have  gone  past ;  I  do  not 
'  say  this  in  disparagement  of  those  who  have  attended  past  con- 
.  ventions,  whether  they  are  here  or  they  are  not  here  this  morn- 
ing, but  I  want  to  say  this,  that  I  believe  our  Sixteenth  Annual 
Convention  of  our  International  Union,  with  its  large  congrega- 
tion of  delegates  here  representing  so  many  thousands  of  our 
textile  workers,  I  feel  now  in  my  mind  as  I  look  over  this  gath- 
ering that  this  convention  is  going  to  go  down  in  history  as  one  of 
the  greatest,  one  of  the  most  progressive  and  one  of  the  most 
valuable  conventions  ever  held  by  any  body  of  organized  workers. 
,  (Applause.) 

As  we  gather  here  day  by  day,  our  deliberations  will  be  watched 
and  our  deliberations  will  be  very  carefully  considered  by  others 
when  we  have  arrived  at  those  conclusions  in  shaping  the  policy  of 

.  our  organization  until  our  next  convention.  I  ask  you  delegates 
here  this  morning,  let  us  have  fair,  let  us  have  impartial,  let  us 
have  full,  unbiased  discussion  upon  every  question,  great  or  small. 
Let  us  have  a  free  debate  as  the  believers  in  free  speech  and  free 

.  assembly;  let  us  have  an  honest,  unbiased  debate  under  our  par- 
liamentary laws,  not  in  the  heat  of  passion,  but  in  a  cool,  calm, 
deliberate  manner,  so  that  we  may  arrive  at  the  right  conclusions, 
and  when  the  majority  have  spoken,  let  the  minority  be  big  and 

^  broad  enough  to  say  /'All  right,  I  differed  with  you,  I  made  my 
fight,  but  now  I  stand  squarely  by  the  voice  of  the  majority  of 
this  convention.''    (Loud  applause.) 

I  want  to  say  this  before  closing.  Some  people  predicted  the 
downfall  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America.  There 
were  certain  unfortunate  creatures,  and  not  so  unfortunate  for 
them  as  it  is  for  the  rank  and  file  of  those  they  attempt  to  lead,  but 
they  had  for  years  an  idea  fixed  in  their  minds  that  unless  their 
policies  were  followed  out  that  the  United  Textile  Workers  of 
America  could  not  live,  and  when  their  policies  were  no  longer 
the  will  of  the  majority,  they  did  not  show  themselves  broad 
enough  to  accept  the  emphatic  voice  of  the  majority,  many  of  you 
delegates  don't  know  it  perhaps,  some  of  you  have  heard  it,  but 
it  has  come  to  me  in  many  different  ways  during  the  year :  "Well, 
somebody  has  left  the  United  Textile  Workers ;  a  local  Union  here 
and  there  have  severed  their  connection  with  them,  and  it  is  only 
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a  question  of  time  when  we  will  all  be  attending  the  funeral  or 
sending  flowers  at  the  passing  away  of  the  United  Textile  Workers 
of  America/' 

I  want  to  say  this,  my  friends,  that  if  this  great  gathering  here 
can  by  any  stretch  of  the  imagination  be  construed  as  a  funeral 
then  I  would  like  to  attend  one  of  the  same  kind  every  week  in 
the  year.  But  instead  of  it  being  the  funeral  of  the  United  Textile 
Workers,  we  are  meeting  here  to-day,  my  friends,  with  an  organi- 
zation numerically  twice  and  more  the  size  it  was  a  year  ago  and 
ten  times  the  value  in  its  progressive  policy.  (Applause.)  Con- 
sequently we  sometimes  are  even  tempted  to  say  it  might  have  been 
a  good  idea  if  this  thing  had  happened  earlier  in  our  career.  How- 
ever, the  year  has  been  a  magnificent  one.  The  reports  to  your 
convention  here  will  amply  prove  it.  We  have  made  as  much 
progress,  if  not  more,  than  any  International  Union  has  during 
the  year  that  is  connected  with  our  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
and  we  have  only  just  begun.  And  I  say  to  you  again,  my 
friends  here  this  morning,  when  we  have  done  our  work  to  the 
best  of  our  ability,  conscientiously  and  honestly,  and  we  turn  our 
faces  homeward  again,  I  think  we  will  be  inbued  with  this  great, 
principle  of  our  Trade  Union  Movement.  Yes,  we  have  done 
great  work,  but  there  is  more  work  to  be  done,  and  we  are  go- 
ing to  go  out  and  do  it.  Now  that  we  have  seen  the  beacon  light 
of  progress  in  such  unmistakable  clearness  before  us,  we  feel  that 
we  have  performed  our  labors  as  good,  conscientious  Trade  Union 
men  and  women.  We  have  outlined  policies  that  have  got  to  be 
worked  out  and  carried  out  and  the  policies  that  we  have  out- 
lined and  placed  in  the  hands  of  those  who  must  execute  what 
we  have  ordered  to  be  done,  we  are  going  to  co-operate  with  them 
hand  in  hand  to  make  a  success  of  the  execution  of  those  policies. 

Now,  my  friends,  with  those  few  words  of  congratulation,  with 
those  few  words  of  expression  of  my  feelings  this  morning,  to  see 
this  convention  of  ours  open  under  such  great  auspices,  with  a 
firm  conviction  in  my  mind  that  every  man  and  woman  has  come 
here  imbued  with  those  opinions  and  those  intentions  that  I  have 
laid  down,  I  now  in  the  name  of  your  International  Union  declare 
this,  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Convention,  open  for  the  transaction 
of  business. 


(Applause.) 
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President  Golden  announced  the  standing  committees  as  fol- 
lows: The  first  named  called  out  will  be  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee.   You  appoint  your  own  secretaries. 

Committee  on  President's  Report — Tobias  Hall,  Chairman, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Thomas  Breck,  Maynard,  Mass.;  Edwin  Ma- 
son, Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Frank  Grafenstein,  Philadelphia,  Pa.; 
Anna  Reagan. 

Committee  on  Grievances — Thomas  F.  Morgan,  Chairman,  Pat- 
erson,  N.  J. ;  James  Parsley,  Cohoes,  N.  Y. ;  A.  T.  Bradley,  Knox- 
ville,  Tenn. ;  Thomas  Boylan,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Joseph  Parkin, 
Maynard,  Mass. 

Committee  on  Organisation — Arthur  McDonnell,  Chairman, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. :  William  H.  Wright,  Greystone,  R.  I. ;  Samuel 
Pettit,  Paterson,  N.  J. ;  Mary  DriscoU,  Maynard,  Mass. ;  John  F. 
Welch,  Cohoes,  N.  Y. 

Committee  on  Labels — William  Farris,  Chairman,  Philadelphia, 
Pa. ;  John  Clement,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  Harry  Gale,  Amsterdam, 
N.  Y. ;  John  Murphy,  Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  Patrick  Cooey,  Cohoes, 
N.  Y. 

Committee  on  Legislation — Horace  D.  Wilkinson,  Chairman, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  J.  F.  Mullen,  Lowell,  Mass. ;  George  Ellis, 
Fultonville,  N.  Y. ;  Frank  Jennard,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. ;  Edward 
McNulty,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Committee  on  Secretary's  Report — James  Starr,  Chairman,  Pat- 
erson, N.  J. ;  Mrs.  Mary  Jones,  Cohoes,  N.  Y. ;  Frank  Marion, 
Pompton  Lakes,  N.  J. ;  John  Hanley,  Lowell,  Mass. ;  John  Ger- 
aghty,  Pawtucket,  R.  L 

Committee  on  Executive  Council's  Report — ^James  Cusick, 
Chairman,  Paterson,  N.  J. ;  Frank  R.  Le  Claire,  Lowell,  Mass. ; 
Miss  Josephine  Irwin,  Cohoes,  N.  Y. ;  Edward  Callahan,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa. ;  B.  L.  Monday,  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

Committee  on  Resolutions — Jesse  Walker,  Chairman,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa. ;  Thomas  Reagan,  Lowell,  Mass. ;  Joseph  H.  John- 
ston, Cohoes,  N.  Y. ;  William  Bonn,  Collinsville,  111. ;  Samuel 
Bressler,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Committee  on  Law — Frank  McKosky,  Chairman,  Philadelphia, 
Pa. ;  John  H.  Powers,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. ;  Thomas  F.  McMahon, 
Lowell,  Mass.;  John  Thomas,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  John  Food, 
Cohoes,  N.  Y. 

Delegate  Powers  :  I  want  to  say  I  believe  the  best  interests 
of  the  convention  would  be  conserved  by  appointing  a  committee 
to  act  as  a  Press  Committee,  that  would  not  have  to  censor  the 
news  as  they  have  done  in  the  past,  but  would  issue  the  statement 
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as  we  want  it,  and  even  then  it  is  going  to  be  garbled  so  much 
that  some  of  you  would  not  know  your  own  child  when  you  meet 
it  in  the  street. 

'  '  I  move  you,  Mr.  President,  that  we  appoint  a  Press  Commit- 
tee to  take  care  of  that  matter. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  second  the  mo- 
tion. 

President  Golden  :  It  has  been  regularly  moved  and  seconded 
that  we  appoint  our  own  Press  Committee  to  give  out  the  business 
of  this  convention  to  the  public  press.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question? 

Delegate  Wainess  (Local  1042,  Brooklyn)  :  I  rise  to  amend 
this  motion.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  we  should  allow  the  Labor 
Press  to  be  present  at  this  meeting,  but  no  other  papers  should  be 
allowed  in  here. 

'     Motion  seconded. 

President  Golden  :  The  motion  has  been  amended  that  we 
admit  the  Labor  Press  and  no  others.  Is  there  anything  to  be  said 
on  the  amendment  ? 

.  ;  Delegate  McNulty:  I  offer  as  a  substitute  for  the  whole 
that  a  Press  Committee  be  appointed  and  that  the  Press  Com- 
mittee at  a  future  meeting  recommend  to  this  convention  those 
represenatives  from  the  various  newspapers  that  in  their  judg- 
ment are  fair,  if  any. 

Amendment  seconded. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  amendment  to  the 
.  amendment. 

Delegates  Powers,  Clements,  Flood,  Hautamaki,  Russalk,  Boy- 
Ian,  Conboy,  Beardsley,  Hagerty,  Welch,  McNulty,  Hall,  Bressier, 
.Frampton  and  Lutman  discussed  the  question. 

'    The  previous  question  was  then  called  for. 

President  Golden  :   The  question  being  called  for,  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  is  that  a  Press  Committee  be  appointed 
■  with  full  power  to  act  and  to  have  the  power  to  come  to  the  con- 
•.yention  and  to  recommend  the  admittance  of  any  particular  repre- 
*  sentative  of  any  particular  newspaper.  The  amendment  to  the  mo- 
tion was  that  the  Labor  Press  be  admitted.  The  original  motion  was 
that  the  representatives  of  the  Press  be  not  admitted.  The 
Amendment  to  the  amendment  comes  first.    All  those  in  favor  of 
^  the  atnendment  to  the  amendment,  which  is  to  institute  a  Press 
'  Committee  with  full  power  to  act  and  to  bring  recommendations 
•'to  the  delegates,  if  any  particular  paper  makes  the  request  to  be 
represented.   All  those  in  favor  of  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
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ment,  will  signify  by  saying  "aye" ;  those  opposed  "no."  The 
ayes  seem  to  have  it ;  the  ayes  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

The  amendment  is  to  admit  the  Labor  Press.  All  those  in 
favor  of  the  amendment  will  signify  by  saying  "aye";  those  op- 
posed, "no."  The  noes  seem  to  have  it;  the  noes  have  it  and  it  is 
so  ordered. 

The  question  now  occurs  on  the  original  motion  that  we  keep 
out  the  Press  completely.  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  sig- 
nify by  saying  "aye"  ;  those  opposed,  "no."  The  ayes  seem  to  have 
it;  the  ayes  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

The  question  now  occurs  on  the  motion  as  amended,  covered 
by  the  amendment  to  the  amendment.  All  those  in  favor  of  the 
motion  as  amended  will  manifest  by  saying  "aye" ;  those  opposed, 
"no."  The  motion  as  amended  is  adopted. 

Delegate  Clement  (Local  687,  Brookyn)  :  .  Mr.  President, 
before  you  adjourn,  I  would  like  to  make  an  announcement.  I 
wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  delegates  to  the  fact  that  on  Wed- 
nesday evening,  October  18th,  a  reception  and  ball,  cabaret  show, 
etc.,  will  be  held  in  honor  of  the  delegates  to  this  convention. 

I  wish  to  say  to  the  President  that  all  delegates  and  their  friends 
will  receive  a  ticket  giving  them  admission  to  the  hall,  tomorrow, 
here.  The  ticket  has  a  coupon  and  entitles  you  to  a  souvenir. 
We  want  you  all  there  and  we  assure  you  of  a  very  pleasant  even- 
ing to  pass  the  time  away.  The  reason  we  have  gone  to  this 
trouble  is  that  we  decided  that  this  was  the  best  way  to  show  our 
appreciation  and  extend  to  you  an  invitation  to  join  us  tomorrow 
night  and  Wednesday  night.  (Applause.) 

I  wish  to  announce  on  behalf  of  Local  Union  923,  Brooklyn, 
that  th"fey  are  holding  an  open  meeting  at  9:30  tomorrow  night, 
and  we  extend  an  invitation  to  all  delegates  to  be  present. 

'  Delegate  Hanley  (Lowell,  Mass.,  Local  Union  1026)  :  If 
there  is  no  further  business  to  come  before  the  convention,  1  move 
that  we  adjourn  and  that  the  Executive  Board  meet  immediately 
after  we  adjourn. 

Convention  adjourned  until  9  A.  M.  Tuesday. 
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SECOND  SESSION. 


Tuesday  Morning,  October  17,  1916. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  President  Golden  at  9  :15 
A.  M. 

President  Golden  :  The  convention  will  please  come  to  order. 
The  Secretary  will  call  the  roll. 

Secretary  Conboy  called  the  roll,  all  delegates  responding 
to  their  names. 

President  Golden:  The  convention  will  come  to  order.  It 
was  decided  yesterday  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  act  as  a 
Press  Committee  and  to  bring  in  any  recommendation  later  in 
regard  to  any  application  of  any  presb  representative  to  be  present. 
There  was  no  provision  made  as  to  how  the  committee  should  be 
appointed,  so  I  will  suggest  that  a  committee  be  appointed  from 
the  floor  and  a  motion  would  be  in  order. 

Delegate  Hanley  (Local  1026,  Lowell,  Mass.) :  I  move  that 
the  President,  Secretary  and  First  Vice-President  constitute  this 
committee. 

Motion  seconded. 

President  Golden  :  It  has  been  regularly  moved  and  seconded 
that  the  President,  Secretary-Treasurer  and  First  Vice-President 
constitute  the  Press  Committee.  Are  you  ready  for  the  ques- 
tion? All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  signify  by  saying 
"aye" ;  those  opposed,  "no."  The  ayes  have  it  and  the  motion 
is  carried. 

By  a  ruling  of  the  last  convention  it  was  decided  that  the  first 
regular  order  of  business  after  the  preliminaries  had  all  been 
arranged  would  be  the  reading  of  the  President,  Secretary-Treas- 
urer, First  Vice-President,  Executive  Council  and  Organizers'  re- 
ports, and  so  the  first  order  of  business  will  be  the  reading  of 
the  President's  report. 

(First  Vice-President  Walker  here  assumed  the  Chair.) 

Chairman  Walker:  The  delegates  will  be  in  order  while 
the  President  reads  his  report. 
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PRESIDENT'S  REPORT. 

To  the  OfUcers  and  Delegates  of  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Convention 
of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  greeting: 

I  hereby  respectfully  submit  my  annual  report  from  October  1st, 
1915,  to  September  30th,  1916. 

OUR  INTERNATIONAL  UNION. 

It  is  with  a  feeling  of  pride  and  satisfaction  that  1  stand  here 
to-day  to  dwell  for  a  short  time  on  the  splendid  achievements  of 
our  International  Union  during  the  past  year.  I  will  not  attempt 
to  go  into  details  as  these  will  be  submitted  to  you  in  their  proper 
order.  I  would,  therefore,  impress  it  on  the  minds  of  every 
delegate  present  to  pay  the  closest  attention  to  every  detail  in  the 
reports  of  the  various  officers  and  organizers,  so  that  they  may 
have  a  clear,  idea  of  the  great  work  accomplished  during  the  year. 

The  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  stands  on  a  plane  to- 
day which  has  exceeded  our  fondest  hopes.  The  large  increase  in 
membership  and  the  achievements  in  securing  increases  in  wages, 
shorter  hours  and  better  working  conditions  for  many  thousands 
of  our  members  is  a  source  of  gratification  to  us,  and  a  standing 
rebuke  to  those  whose  only  desire  was  to  see  the  passing  away 
of  our  organization. 

Let  the  three  cardinal  principles  upon  which  our  organization 
has  always  rested,  namely.  Higher  Wages,  Shorter  Hours  of 
Labor  and  Better  Working  Conditions,  be  our  beacon  light  to 
guide  us  on  to  the  desired  end.  These  three  cardinal  principles 
mean  a  greater  share  in  the  wealth  our  labor  creates,  a  lighter 
burden  for  those  who  toil,  more  and  better  opportunity  for  the 
pursuit  of  life  and  happiness. 

Let  organization,  unity  and  solidarity  be  our  watchword.  With 
it,  labor  is  power;  without  it,  labor  is  helpless. 

LEGISLATION. 

Many  laws  have  been  enacted  in  the  various  States  during  the 
year  seeking  better  protection  for  wage  workers  against  exploi- 
tation. In  the  State  of  Maine  a  bitter  fight  was  made  by  the 
employers  to  annul  the  fifty-four  hour  law  for  women  and  minors. 
This  law  passed  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  in  1915  and  was 
signed  by  the  Governor.  Under  the  Maine  laws,  any  bill  enacted 
into  law  could  be  held  up  until  the  next  State  election,  providing 
twelve  thousand  signatures  can  be  secured  on  petition.  Before 
the  ink  from  the  Governor's  signature  had  time  to  dry,  the  ene- 
mies of  the  fifty-four  hour  law  began  to  get  in  their  nefarious 
work.  Superintendents  and  overseers  in  many  of  the  textile  mills 
in  the  State  carried  these  petitions  to  the  men  working  under  them 
and  requested  them  to  sign.  We  can  readily  understand  what 
it  means  when  a  man  wholly  dependent  on  his  job  is  requested  to 
sign  one  of  these  kinds  of  petitions  by  his  overseer  or  his  super- 
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intendent,  especially  where  the  men  are  unorganized.  There  were 
a  few  instances,  however,  where  these  officials  ran  into  a  group  of 
organized  employes,  whose  reply  to  the  request  to  sign  the  peti- 
tion was,  as  one  of  our  members  express  it,  "Not  on  your  life. 
W  want  shorter  hours  and  we  are  going  to  get  it." 

An  organization  parading  under  the  title  of  the  Maine  State 
Industrial  Expansion  Commission — surely  a  very  high  sounding 
title — was  making  a  bitter  fight  to  defeat  the  law.  Immediately 
on  my  arrival  in  Maine  I  started  a  quiet  investigation  of  this  so- 
called  "Commission,"  with  the  high  sounding  title,  and  just  as  I 
expected,  it  didn't  take  long  to  establish  the  fact  that  it  was  both 
fathered  and  financed  by  the  enemies  of  the  fifty-four  hour  law, 
principally  that  class  of  employers  who  employed  women  and 
child  labor. 

Tons  of  literature  in  the  shape  of  pamphlets,  circulars,  etc., 
were  sent  broadcast  through  the  State.  Costly  whole  page  ad- 
vertisements were  inserted  in  many  of  the  leading  papers,  grossly 
misrepresenting  the  intent  and  purpose  of  the  fifty-four  hour  law 
for  women  and  children,  and  predicting  all  kinds  of  industrial 
disaster  for  Maine  if  the  law  was  ratified. 

Assisted  by  Organizers  McMahon  and  Reagan  and  several  of 
the  Labor  Union  officials  in  Maine,  I  made  a  speaking  tour  through 
the  State  urging  the  men  of  Maine  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  law. 
I  made  thirty-eight  speeches  in  as  many  different  towns  and  cities, 
being  well  received  everywhere  I  spoke.  The  official  returns  sent 
out  by  the  State  Department  show  the  law  was  ratified  by  a 
majority  vote  of  over  fifty-five  thousand,  so  it  appears  that  our 
labors  to  secure  shorter  hours  for  the  women  and  children  work- 
ing in  the  mills,  factories,  and  workshops  in  Maine  were  not  in 
vain. 

One  of  the  best  labor  laws  ever  enacted  by  either  a  State  or 
Fejleral  Legislature  is  the  Federal  Child  Labor  Law  recently  en- 
acted by  the  Sixty- fourth  Congress  and  signed  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

There  have  been  some  insidious  attempts  made  since  the  pas- 
sage of  this  humane  law  to  minimize  its  value  and  effectiveness  in 
protecting  the  children  of  wage  workers  from  industrial  exploita- 
tion. This  work  emanates  from  men  who,  it  cannot  be  said,  are 
actuated  by  the  purest  of  motives.  It  can  be  said,  however,  as  the 
past  history  of  Labor  Legislation  will  amply  prove,  that  this  class 
of  men  have  always  been  those  who  would  resort  to  any  kind  of 
tactics  to  prevent  the  passage  of  laws  in  the  interest  of  labor.  The 
best  evidence  as  to  the  value  and  effectiveness  of  this  law  in  pre- 
venting the  exploitation  of  child  labor  is  the  fact  that  during  its 
passage  through  both  the  House  and  the  Senate  it  met  with  the  bit- 
terest kind  of  opposition  from  those  Representatives  and  Senators 
who  are  always  to  be  seen  lined  up  on  the  side  of  vested  interests. 
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In  order  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  comprehensive  scope  of  this 
law,  I  herein  quote  the  first  three  clauses : 

'"an  act  to  prevent  interstate  commerce  in  tiif.  producTvS  of., 
child  labor,  and  for  other  purposes. 

'*Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  that  no 
producer,  manufacturer,  or  dealer  shall  ship  or  deliver  for  ship- 
ment in  interstate  or  foreign  commerce  any  article  or  com- 
modity the  product  of  mine  or  quarry,  situated  in  the  United 
States,  in  which,  within  thirty  days  prior  to  the  time  of  the  re- 
moval of  such  product  therefrom  children  under  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  have  been  employed  or  permitted  to  work,  or  any 
article  or  commodity  the  product  of  any  mill,  cannery,  work- 
shop, factory  or  manufacturing  establishment,  situated  in  the 
United  States,  in  which  within  thirty  days  prior  to  the  removal 
of  such  product  therefrom  children  under  the  age  of  fourteen 
years  have  been  employed  or  permitted  to  work,  or  children 
between  the  ages  of  fourteen  years  and  sixteen  years  have  been 
employed  or  permitted  to  work  more  than  eight  hours  in  one 
day,  or  more  than  six  days  in  any  week,  or  after  the  hour  of 
seven  o'clock  post-meridian,  or  before  the  hour  of  six  o'clock 
ante-meridian,  provided,  that  a  prosecution  and  conviction  of  a 
,  defendant  for  the  shipment  or  delivery  for  shipment  of  any 
article  or  commodity  under  the  conditions  herein  prohibited 
shall  be  a  bar  to  any  further  prosecution  against  the  same  de- 
fendant for  shipments  or  deliveries  for  shipment  of  any  such 
article  or  commodity  before  the  beginning  of  said  prosecution. 

"Section  2.  That  the  Attorney  General,  the  Secretary  of  Com- 
merce and  the  Secretary  of  Labor  shall  constitute  a  Board  to 
make  and  publish  from  time  to  time  uniform  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 

"Section  3.  That  for  the  purpose  of  securing  proper  enforce- 
ment of  this  act  the  Secretary  of  Labor,  or  any  person  duly 
authorized  by  him,  shall  have  authority  to  enter  and  inspect  at 
any  time  mines,  quarries,  mills,  canneries,  workshops,  fac- 
tories, manufacturing  establishments  and  other  places  in  which 
goods  are  produced  or  held  for  interstate  commerce;  and  the 
Secretary  of  Labor  shall  have  authority  to  employ  such  assis- 
tance for  the  purpose  of  this  act  as  may  from  time  to  time  be 
authorized  by  appropriation  or  other  law." 

The  next  issue  of  the  Textile  Worker  will  contain  a  full  copy  of 
the  law.  Many  of  our  State  laws  on  child  labor  are  weak  and  in 
many  instances  are  simply  a  dead  letter  for  want  of  the  proper 
machinery  to  enforce  them.  This  in  my  judgment  has  been  well 
covered  in  the  Federal  Child  Labor  Law. 

I  cannot  impress  it  upon  the  minds  of  all  our  members  too 
strongly  the  great  need  of  putting  forth  their  best  efforts  to  secure 
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remedial  legislation,  both  State  and  Federal,  that  tends  to  pro- 
tect the  workers  from  exploitation,  especially  women  and  children. 
The  child  cannot  speak  for  itself  and  women  workers  have  as  yet 
but  few  opportunities,  and  in  many  States  none  at  all,  to  use  their 
political  power  to  this  end.  It  is  gratifying  to  know,  however, 
that  women  workers  are  fast  becoming  alive  to  the  need  of  be- 
coming a  part  of  the  great  labor  movement,  to  the  end  that  united 
action  for  the  raising  of  the  standard  of  working  conditions  shall 
become  more  effective,  for,  after  all,  the  greatest  force  in  the 
world,  and  the  one  that  brings  the  most  lasting  results,  is 
that  which  emanates  through  the  economic  force  and  power  of  the 
organized  wage  worker.  Let  our  watchword  ever  be,  *'In  Organi- 
zation there  is  Power.    In  Unity  there  is  Strength." 

OUR  UNION  LABEL. 

The  Textile  Workers'  Union  Label  is  becoming  more  in  de- 
mand each  succeeding  year.  Much  advertising  and  propaganda 
work  has  been  done  during  the  year  to  make  our  label  better  and 
more  favorably  known  throughout  the  country,  the  result  of 
which  has  been  very  encouraging.  This  work  must  be  prosecuted 
with  still  greater  vigor  during  the  coming  year. 

The  Union  Label  is  a  powerful  asset  to  the  Organized  Labor 
movement.  Its  value  cannot  be  fully  measured.  The  avowed 
enemies  of  Organized  Labor  have  always  bitterly  fought  the  Union 
*  Label,  fully  realizing  the  powerful  force  it  gave  to  our  movement 
This  fact  alone  should  amply  satisfy  us  of  its  great  power.  Every 
dollar  expended  in  Union  Label  propaganda  work  is  money  wisely 
spent.  The  creation  of  the  Union  Label  Trades  Department  in 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  was  a  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. This  Department  has  done  splehdid  work  in  creating  a 
bigger  demand  for  Union  Label  products,  and  making  the  various 
Union  Labels  better  and  more  favorably  known  throughout  the 
country. 

It  is  only  too  true  that  many  of  those  connected  with  our  labor 
movement  do  not  do  their  full  duty  by  any  means,  either  in  pur- 
chasing Union  Label  products  themselves,  or  spreading  the  Union 
Label  gospel  among  their  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  labor  move- 
ment and  its  friends.  We  have  no  right  to  expect  that  our  friends 
outside  the  labor  movement  will  interest  themselves  in  the  pur- 
chase of  Union  Label  products  if  we,  ourselves,  fail  to  measure 
up  to  our  duty.  I  trust  this  Convention  will  give  serious  and  care- 
ful consideration  to  this  question,  that  further  Union  Label  agita- 
tion and  propaganda  work  may  be  outlined  for  the  coming  year. 
It  is  a  subject  worthy  of  our  best  thought. 

ORGANIZATION. 

The  most  favorable  organizing  work  in  the  history  of  our  In- 
ternational Union  has  been  accomplished  since  our  last  Conven- 
tion. You  will  note  in  the  Secretary-Treasurer's  report  that  $5,- 
386.20  is  credited  to  receipts  for  initiation  fees.   This  means  that 
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from  October  1st,  1915,  to  September  30th,  1916,  twenty-one 
thousand,  five  hundred  and  forty-five  new  members'  names  with 
their  initiation  fees  were  sent  into  the  general  office.  New  local 
unions  were  formed  during  the  year.  Among  this- number  of  new 
members  are  a  large  number  of  women  workers,  which  shows 
that  this  class  of  workers  is  rapidly  awakening  to  the  need  of 
organization.  This  splendid  achievement  is  our  answer  to  those 
of  our  enemies  who  predicted  one  year  ago  the  downfall  of  our 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America.  With  our  policy  of  paying 
closer  attention  to  the  welfare  of  our  new  unions  than  formerly 
obtained,  the  report  also  shows  that  only  a  very  small  number  of 
these  new  unions  have  failed  to  materialize. 

The  American  Federation  of  Labor  has  once  more  rendered  val- 
uable aid  in  the  work  of  organizing  textile  workers  through  the 
special  fund  raised  by  the  one  cent  assessment  on  all  its  members 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the  women  wage  workers  of  the 
country.  I  feel  assured  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  will  be 
well  satisfied  with  the  splendid  work  we  have  accomplished  during 
the  year,  and  the  deepest  gratitude  is  due  them  for  their  hearty 
the  valuable  co-operation,  without  which  we  could  never  have 
hoped  to  achieve  such  results. 

Many  of  the  officers  of  our  Local  Unions  have  also  rendered 
valuable  assistance  both  in  the  organizing  of  new  Locals  and  the 
building  up  of  those  already  in  our  fold,  for  which  we  are  all 
deeply  grateful. 

Let  this  spirit  of  harmony  and  co-operation  be  the  watchword 
for  the  coming  year.  Let  each  one  strive  with  still  greater  vigor 
to  make  the  coming  year  still  more  fruitful  than  the  year  just 
past.  Our  field  is  large  and  teeming  with  wonderful  possibilities. 
There  are  very  many  thousands  of  unorganized  textile  workers 
who  are  still  outside  the  pale  of  our  organization.  Not  until  the 
last  one  is  brought  into  line  will  our  task  be  accomplished. 

We  must  carry  forth  the  message  to  the  unorganized  textile 
workers  throughout  the  country  that  it  is  only  by  organization 
and  solidarity  that  the  wrongs  of  the  textile  workers  can  be 
righted,  that  only  through  united  action  can  wage  standards  be 
raised  to  their  proper  level,  hours  of  labor  be  reduced  and  working 
conditions  be  improved. 

I  desire  to  pay  a  tribute  to  all  our  staff  of  Organizers,  all  of 
whom  have  labored  hard  and  assiduously  during  the  year.  They 
have  been  mainly  responsible  for  the  great  gain  in  membership. 
Between  the  General  Officers,  the  Executive  Board  and  the  Or- 
ganizers, the  best  of  harmony  has  prevailed  during  the  whole  of 
the  year,  every  Organizer  willingly  and  readily  responding  to  the 
calls  made  upon  them,  and  they  have  been  many,  each  one  vicing 
with  the  other  in  showing  their  loyalty  to  our  organization. 
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SECESSION. 

Selfish,  narrow-minded  and  near-sighted  Trade  Unionism — if 
it  can  be  given  the  name  of  Trade  Unionism — was  dealt  its  death 
blow  in  our  last  Convention,  when  an  overwhelming  majority  pf 
the  delegates  in  that  memorable  Convention  declared  emphatically 
for  equality  of  taxation  and  standing  for  all  members  of  our  In- 
ternational Union,  irrespective  of  what  branch  they  were  em- 
ployed in.  A  small  handful  of  Local  Unions,  influenced  un- 
doubtedly by  the  attitude  of  their  paid  officials,  refused  to  abide 
by  the  vote  of  the  great  majority  and  seceded.  As  a  result  of 
such  action  these  Local  Unions  are  now  looked  upon  as  outcasts 
from  the  legitimate  labor  movement,  dependent  solely  on  their 
own  local  resources,  and  they  find  themselves  compjetely  at  the 
mercy  of  the  employers. 

I  cannot  help  contrasting  the  narrow  and  selfish  attitude  of  the 
paid  officials  of  this  handful  of  seceding  Local  L^nions,  after  leav- 
ing our  last  Convention  and  reporting  back  to  their  Local  Unions, 
with  that  of  a  number  of  the  delegates  representing  Local  L^nions 
who  were  still  operating  under  the  old  quarterly  tax  system.  They 
fought  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  argued  ably  and  well  in  support 
of  their  own  opinions,  but  when  the  fight  was  all  over  and  the 
majority  hail  spoken,  they  went  back  to  their  members  and  laid 
down  the  whole  of  the  case  from  both  sides  in  a  fair  and  impar- 
tial manner,  then  left  it  to  the  good  judgment  of  their  members, 
with  the  result  that  these  Local  Unions  fell  in  line  with  the  new 
policies  enunciated  at  our  last  Convention. 

I  am  intensely  gratified  to  know  that  some  of  the  delegates  I 
am  referring  to  are  again  with  us  to-day,  ready  and  willing  to  co- 
operate in  the  further  upbuilding  of  our  organization,  and  I  feel 
I  voice  the  sentiments  of  every  delegate  here  when  I  say  we  are 
proud  of  the  opportunity  to  welcome  them  to  this  Convention. 

1  mention  this  matter  for  the  reason  that  T  am  firmly  convinced, 
in  my  mind,  had  the  rank  and  file  of  these  few  Local  Unions  that 
seceded  on  the  issue  of  the  equal  tax  been  given  an  opportunity  to 
hear  l)oth  sides  of  the  question  in  a  fair  and  unbiased  manner, 
they  would  never  have  voted  to  sever  their  connection  with  the 
bona  fide  labor  movement,  even  if  they  had  to  repudiate  their 
leaders.  In  not  a  single  instance  was  the  International  Union's 
side  of  the  (juestion  properly  and  fairly  presented.  In  some  in- 
stances the  latter's  side  was  grossly  misre])resented,  and  in  most 
cases  with  less  than  one-(|uarter  of  the  membership  voting.  In 
making  these  allegations  I  know  whereof  I  speak. 

These  labor  officials  to  whom  I  am  referring  have  during  the 
year  made  some  insidious  attempts  to  tamper  with  our  loyal 
r>ocal  Unions  in  their  locality  and  wean  them  away  from  their  In- 
ternational Union.    I  am  pleased  to  report,  however,  that  in  every 
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instance  they  were  spurned  and  treated  with  the  contempt  they 
deserved. 

It  is  also  a  matter  of  common  knowledge  that  in  almost  every 
case  these  seceding  Unions  have  lost  ground  since  they  severed 
their  connection  with  our  International  Union.  This  is  the  logical 
result  that  always  follows  in  the  wake  of  secession.  What  a  strik- 
ing contrast  to  the  magnificent  progress  made  by  all  our  Local 
Unions  and  the  great  achievements  of  our  International  Union 
during  the  year. 

r  take  this  opportunity  of  extending  my  deepest  gratitude  to  all 
those  who  have  so  generously  and  willingly  co-operated  with  me  in 
the  conduct  of  the  business  of  our  International  Union.  The  past 
year  has  been  the  most  trying  and  exacting  year  I  ever  exper- 
ienced since  you  first  honored  me  with  the  responsible  position 
of  International  President.  I  have  given  the  best  there  was  in 
me  in  an  honest  endeavor  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  our 
organization  and  all  its  members.  I  have  tried  to  be  fair  and  im- 
partial in  all  my  dealings  with  the  many  difficult  and  perplexing 
problems  with  which  we  have  been  confronted  during  the  year 
just  past. 

May  our  deliberations  in  this  convention  be  grounded  on  the 
highest  ideals  the  human  mind  can  conceive  to  make  the  future 
of  the  toiling  masses  of  our  country  brighter  and  happier  than 
those  of  the  past,  and  may  each  delegate  returning  to  their  homes 
when  the  work  of  this  Convention  is  finished,  return  conscious  of 
a  duty  well  done. 

Respectfully  and  fraternally  submitted, 

(Signed)  John  Golden,  International  President. 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 

Applause.  • 

Chairman  Walker:  You  have  heard  the  reading  of  the 
General  President's  report.   What  is  your  pleasure  ? 

Delegate  Hagerty  (Local  671,  Williamantic,  Conn.)  :  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  move  that  the  President's  report  be  accepted  as  read. 
Motion  seconded. 

Chairman  Walker  :  A  motion  has  been  made  and  seconded 
that  the  President's  report,  as  read,  be  accepted,  and  I  might  add, 
turned  over  to  the  Committee  on  President's  Report.  You  have 
heard  the  motion.  All  in  favor  will  give  their  consent  by  saying 
"aye" ;  contrary,  "no."   It  is  so  ordered. 
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REPORT  OF  SECRETARY-TREASURER. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Convention 
of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  greeting: 

In  presenting  this,  my  first  annual  report  as  your  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  there  is  so  much  1  would  wish  to  say  that  I  fear  it 
cannot  be  all  condensed  in  this  report.  Although  a  year  has  passed, 
it  seems  but  yesterday  since  you  entrusted  me  with  the  honored 
and  responsible  position  of  guardian  of  your  funds  and  keeper 
of  your  official  records.  How  I  have  conserved  the  trust  reposed 
in  me  I  shall  leave  for  you  to  decide  at  this  convention. 

Three  hundred  and  sixty  days  have  elapsed  since  last  we  gath- 
ered in  this  same  building  to  map  out  the  destiny  of  our  organiza- 
tidn  for  another  year.  That  convention  will  go  down  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  as  marking  the 
first  real  step  toward  placing  our  International  Union  upon  a 
pedestal  of  progressiveness,  in  keeping  with  the  industrial  devel- 
opment with  which  it  had  to  cope. 

The  key-note  of  that  conventiqn  was  equal  taxation  for  all  and 
special  privileges  for  none.  How  well  we  bulided  will  be  fully  am- 
plified in  the  following  passages  of  this  report. 

In  our  last  convention  there  was  a  small  group  of  men  whose 
vision  of  this  great  labor  movement  was  so  stunted  and  narrow 
that  it  did  not  extend  beyond  the  confines  of  their  own  particular 
craft.  They  failed  to  realize  that  no  one  particular  craft  is  any- 
thing more  nor  less  than  simply  a  cog  in  the  great  wheels  of  the 
textile  industry. 

These  barnacles,  who  for  years  clung  as  such  to  our  United  Tex- 
tile Workers  of  America,  retarded  its  progress  and  prevented  its 
growth.  The  last  Convention  in  no  uncertain  terms  served  notice 
upon  them  that  they  must  either  fall  in  line  with  the  avowed 
policies  of  our  organization  or  otherwise  be  brushed  aside. 

They  failed  to  measure  up  to  the  standard,  and* consequently, 
so  far  as  the  great  American  Labor  Movement  is  concerned,  they 
are  a  thing  of  the  past,  unrecognized  and  unheard  of.  Such 
barnacles  as  those  can  only  be  treated  with  pity  and  regret,  and 
the  deepest  regret  is  for  the  rank  and  file,  who  daily  suffer  for 
following  such  misguided  leadership.  Small,  sordid,  selfish  souls 
never  possess  the  vision  to  grasp  big  things. 

The  policies  of  our  organization  having  been  directed  into  the 
right  channels,  its  splendid  results  are  self-evident  in  the  fact  that 
we  meet  to-day  with  an  organization  more  than  double  in  its  nu- 
merical strength  and  resting  on  a  sound  financial  basis.  Our  Na- 
tional Union  is  amply  prepared  to  continue  to  wage  the  battle  for 
the  industrial  freedom  of  the  textile  workers  of  the  country.  We 
also  meet  to-day  in  that  .spirit  of  harmony  which  portends  a  fur- 
ther upbuilding  of  an  International  Textile  Union  that  will  stand 
as  a  bulwark  against  the  exploitation  of  those  who  are  within  its 
folds. 
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As  an  evidence  of  the  splendid  growth  of  our  organization  dur-  • 
ing  the  year,  the  following  Local  Unions  were  organized: 

Local  Union  976,  Greenville,  S.  C,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  977,  Baltimore,  Md.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  978,  Nashua,  N.  H.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  979,  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.,  Chenille,  Weft  and  Rug 
Makers. 

Local  Union  980,  Paterson,  N.  J.,  Ribbon  Weavers. 
Local  Union  981,  Providence,  R.  L,  Carding  'Machine  Oper- 
ators. 

Local  Union  982,  Carbondale,  Pa.,  Silk  Workers. 
Local  Union  983,  Anderson,  S.  C,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  984,  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  Knit  Goods  Workers. 
Local  Union  985,  Williamsbridge,  N.  Y.,  Warpers  and  Warp 
Hands. 

Local  Union  986,  Riverpoint,  R.  L,  Yarding  Machine  Oper- 
ators. 

Local  Union  987,  Waltham,  Mass.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  988,  Paterson,  N.  J.,  Lady  Horizontal  Warpers. 
Local  Union  989,  Paterson,  N.  J.,  Broad  Silk  Weavers. 
Local  Union  990,  Shamokin,  Pa.,  Dye  House  Workers. 
Local  Union  991,  West  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  Unione,  Tesstri,  Tess- 
trio. 

Local  Union  992,  Utica,  N.  Y.,  Knitters. 
Local  Union  993,  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  Spinners. 
Local  Union  995,  Brocton,  Mass.,  Strap  Belt  Weavers. 
Local  Union  994,  Scranton,  Pa.,  Strap  Belt  Weavers. 
Local  Union  995,  Brockton,  Mass.,  Strap  Belt  Weavers. 
Local  Union  996,  Paterson,  N.  J.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  997,  Anniston,  Ala.,  Weavers. 
Local  Union  998,  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  Rag  Weavers. 
Local  Union  999,  N.  Tonawanda,  N.  Y.,  Warpers  and  Warp 
Hands. 

Local  Union  1000,  Lonsdale,  R.  L,  Weavers. 
Local  Union  1001,  Anniston,  Ala.,  Weavers. 
Local  Union  1002,  Ansonia,  Conn.',  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1003,  Allentown,  Pa.,  Silk  Workers. 
Local  Union  1004,  Bayonne,  N.  J.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1005,  Bradford,  R.  L,  Strap  and  Belt  Weavers. 
Local  Union  1006,  Paterson,  N.  J.,  Textile  Reed  Makers. 
Local  Union  1007,   Lowell,   Mass.,   Woolen   and  Worsted 
Weavers. 

Local  Union  1008,  Astoria,  L.  I.,  Silk  Workers. 
Local  Union  1009,  Franklin,  Pa.,  Waste  Workers. 
Local  Union  1010,  Providence,  R.  L,  Cotton  Thread  Dress- 
erenders. 

Local  Union  1011,  Paterson,  N.  J.,  Textile,  Quill  and  Bobbin 
Turners. 

Local  Union  1012,  Madison,  Me.,  Woolen  Workers. 
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Local  Union  1013,  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  Weavers. 
Local  Union  1014,  Williamstown,  Pa.,  Hosiery  Workers, 
Local  Union  1015,  Pater  son,  N.  J.,  Shuttle  Workers. 
Local  Union  1016,    Philadelphia,    Pa.,    Axminster  Carpet 
Weavers. 

Local  Union  1017,  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  Warpers  and  Warp 
Hands. 

Local  Union  1018,  Allentown,  Pa.,  Silk  Workers. 
Local  Union  1019,  Reading,  Pa.,  Silk  Weavers. 
Local  Union  1020,  Portage,  Pa.,  Silk  Workers. 
Local  Union  1021,  N.  Dighton,  Mass.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1022,  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  Weavers. 
Local  Union  1024,  Bloomsburg,  Pa.,  Carpet  Workers. 
Local  Union  1025,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,    Warpers    and  Warp 
Dressers. 

Local  L^nion  1026,    Lowell,    Mass.,    Woolen    and  Worsted 
Weavers. 

Local  Union  1027,  Bangor,  Pa.,  Warpers  and  Warp  Hands. 
Local  Union  1028,  Abbeyville,  Ala.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1029,  Providence,  R.  L,  Skein  Winders,  Trap 

Spoolers,  Braiders. 
Local  Union  1030,  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1031,  Nashua,  N.  H.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1032,    Lowell,    Mass.,    Woolen    and  Worsted 

Workers. 

Local  Union  1033,  Fall  River,  Mass.,  Bleachers. 
Local  Union  1034,  Maynard,  Mass.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  L^nion  1035,  Maynard,  Mass.,  Polish  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1036,  Mt.  Holly,  N.  J.,  Silk  Workers. 
Local  Union  1037,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Hosiery  Workers. 
Local  Union  1038,  Spring  Valley,  N.  Y.,  Silk  Workers. 
Local  Union  1039,  Waltham,   Mass.,   Dyers,   Bleachers  and 
Finishers. 

Local  Union  1040,  Westminster,  S.  C,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1041,- Hamburg,  Pa.,  Silk  Workers. 
Local  Union  1042,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Sweater  Makers. 
Local  Union  1043,  Shamokin,  Pa.,  Silk  Workers. 
Local  Union  1044,  Fall  River,  Mass.,  Print  Workers^ 
Local  Union  1045,  Lowell,  Mass.,  Beamers. 
Local  Union  1046,  Columbus,  Ohio,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1047,  Piqua,  Ohio,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1048,  Belton,  S.  C,  Weavers. 
Local  Union  1049,  No.  Dighton.  Mass..  Finishers.  Bleachers, 
Dyers. 

Local  Union  1050,  Lisbon  Falls,  Me.,  W or umblo  Local. 
Local  Union  1051,  Willimantic,  Conn.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1052,  Pater.son,  N.  J.,  Hackling  Machine  Men. 

76  Unions  in  all. 
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A  striking  feature  of  this  particular  part  of  the  report  is  the 
fact  that  out  of  this  large  number  of  newly  formed  Unions  only 
six  have  failed  to  materialize  into  permanent  organizations.  They 
are  as  follows:  Local  Union  987,  Nashua,  N.  H. ;  Local  Union 
982,  Carbondale,  Pa.;  Local  Union  984,  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  Local 
Union.  998,  Newburg,  N.  Y. ;  LocaU  Union  992,  Utica,  N.  Y. ; 
Local  Union  1004,  Bayonne,  N.  J. 

The  following  Unions  have  also  disbanded  since  the  last  con- 
vention: Local  Union  971,  Bridgeport,  Conn.;  Local  Union  964, 
East  Boston,  Mass.;  Local  Union  948,  Amsterdam,  N.  Y. ;  Local 
Union  526,  Amsterdam,  N.  Y. ;  Local  Union  630,  VVilkes-Barre, 
Pa. 

The  following  Local  Unions  seceded  rather  than  comply  with 
the  mandates  of  our  last  convention  for  equal  taxation :  Local 
Union  330,  Augusta,  Me. ;  Local  Union  835,  New  Bedford, 
•Mass.;  Local  Union  874,  New  Bedford,  Mass.  (Carders'  Union)  ; 
Local  Union  803,  Taunton,  Mass. ;  Local  Union  32,  Fall  River, 
Mass.,  (Carders)  ;  Mule  Spinners'  National  Association. 

All  of  these,  with  the  exception  of  two  very  small  Unions,  were 
in  the  15  cent  per  quarter  per  capita  tax  class,  consequently  their 
loss  was  scarcely  felt,  for  the  reason  that  a  new  member,  under 
our  present  policy  of  taxation,  is  of  four  times  the  value,  finan- 
cially, and  of  a  great  deal  more  value  in  his  loyalty  to  the  In- 
ternational Union  than  the  old  members  who  went  out  by  seces- 
sion. 

All  of  these  seceding  Unions  have  been  unseated  in  the  Central 
Labor  Unions  and  State  Branches  in  the  respective  cities  where 
thy  are  located  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  American  Fed- 
*  eration  of  Labor  and  are  now  outcasts  from  the  recognized  Amer- 
ican Labor  Movement. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  with  this  extraordinary  and  gratifying 
growth  since  the  last  convention  that  it  has  been  a  year  of  hard, 
painstaking  and  laborious  work,  but  I  love  my  work ;  it  is  my  very 
life,  and  I  shall  indeed  be  miserable  when  the  time  com.es  that  I 
shall  no  longer  be  able  to  work. 

When  I  took  the  office  of  Secretary-Treasurer  I  found  its  ma- 
chinery very  poorly  equipped  to  handle  and  transact  the  business 
of  our  International  Union ;  old  and  antiquated  methods  were  the 
rule  rather  than  the  exception.  As  the  Executive  Council  can 
testify,  modern  and  up  to  date  equipment  has  been  installed,  cap- 
able of  handling  the  business  of  our  organizations  and  meeting 
any  growth  that  we  may  be  confronted  with. 

During  the  year  many  calls  were  made  upon  me  to  address 
mass  meetings,  and  meetings  of  our  Local  Unions.  The  duties  of 
my  office  made  it  impossible  for  me,  however,  to  resond  to  all 
those  calls,  much  as  I  would  like  to  have  done  so,  as  I  believe 
this  kind  of  propaganda  work  means  much  to  the  up-building  of 
our  organization,  and  it  carries  with  it  encouragement  and  inspira- 
tion to  our  Movement. 

Among  the  places  I  addressed  meetings  were  the  following :  New 
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York  Mills,  N.  Y.;  Utica,  N.  Y. Rochester,  N.  Y. ;  Baltimore, 
Md. ;  Anderson,  S.  C. ;  Greenville,  S.  C. ;  Knoxville,  Tenn. ;  Col- 
umbia, S.  C. ;  Maynard,  Mass. ;  Chicopee,  Mass. ;  Springfield, 
Mass. 

I  want  to  pay  a  tribute  to  the  Secretaries  of  our  Local  Unions, 
who  have  displayed  a  remarkable  willingness  to  co-operate  with 
the  work  of  the  General  Office,  and  to  you,  Mr.  President,  I  want 
to  extend  my  deepest  gratitude  for  the  ever  ready  and  willing 
spirit  of  co-operation  you  have  so  generously  displayed  during  the 
year.  Your  timely  advice,  which  your  long  and  wide  experience  in 
the  Labor  Movement  has  rendered  you  so  capable  of  giving,  has 
been  of  wonderful  value  to  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties. 

To  the  rest  of  my  Brother  Officers,  the  Executive  Council,  the 
Emergency  Board  and  our  staff  of  splendid  Organizers,  I  tender 
my  sincere  thanks  for  their  earnest  and  hearty  co-operation  at  all 
times.  • 

This  has  been  a  truly  wonderful  year.  Hours  of  labor  have 
been  reduced,  higher  wage  standards  have  been  secured  and  bet- 
ter working  conditions  established  for  the  many  thousands  of 
those  within  the  confines  of  our  International  Union. 

The  spirit  of  harmony  and  co-operation  that  has  been  so  mani- 
fest during  the  year  has  been  the  most  potent  factor  in  bringing 
about  such  splendid  results  to  the  many  thousands  of  members 
within  our  International  Union.  Let  this  be  the  key-note  for  the 
coming  year,  greater  and  better  things  are  in  store  for  us.  Let 
harmony  and  solidarity  be  the  watchword. 

T  feel  assured  that  the  deliberations  of  this  Convention  will  tend 
toward  the  further  upbuilding  of  our  International  Union,  whose 
sole  aim  is  the  emancipation  from  the  industrial  conditions  under 
which  many  thousands  of  textile  workers  are  laboring  to-day. 

There  is  a  gigantic  task  before  us.  Let  us  meet  it  with  a  grim 
determination  to  succeed.  Let  the  achievements  and  successes 
of  this  year  be  the  inspiration  to  spur  us  on  to  greater  and  greater 
effort  for  the  achievements  yet  to  come. 

Fraternally  and  respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  Sara  A..  Conboy,  International  Sec'y-Treas. 

United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 

Chairman  Walker:  You  have  heard  the  reading  of  the 
report  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer ;  what  is  your  pleasure  ? 

Delegate  Gale  (Local  332,  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.)  :  I  move  that 
the  report  of  our  Secretary-Treasurer  be  received  and  handed 
over  to  the  Committee  on  the  Secretary's  Report. 

Motion  seconded. 

Chairman  Walker:  Ft  has  been  regularly  moved  and  sec- 
onded that  the  report  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  be  turned  over 
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to  the  proper  committee.  You  have  heard  the  motion;  are  you 
ready  for  the  question  ? 

Delegate  Bressler  (Local  72,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  desire  to  amend  the  motion  to  read  that  this  Convention  go  on 
record  as  commending  our  Secretary-Treasurer  for  the  very  good 
report  that  she  has  rendered  to  this  oganization. 

Chairman  Walker  :    Does  the  mover  of  the  original  motion 
agree  to  that? 
Delegate  Gale  (Local  332,  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.) :  Yes. 

Chairman  Walker:  Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  AH  in 
favor  of  the  motion  will  signify  by  saying  "aye" ;  contrary,  "no." 
It  is  a  unanimous  vote. 


FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT'S  REPORT. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Convention 
of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  greeting: 

I  desire  to  submit  the  following  report  for  your  consideration  of 
the  work  done  by  me  during  the  year. 

This  has  been  a  year  of  prosperity  for  all  our  members,  but  in 
many  instances  the  employer  has  not  been  willing  to  share  the 
tremendous  profits  of  his  company  with  the  men  and  women  who 
produce  the  merchandise.  As  a  result  it  was  necessary  in  many 
instances  to  resort  to  the  only  weapon  we  have,  and  that  is  to 
call  a  strike,  which  soon  brought  the  employer  to  his  senses  and 
resulted  invariably  in  our  members  securing  substantial  increases 
in  their  pay  envelopes. 

At  the  close  of  the  Convention  I  went  to  Cohoes  and  wound  up 
my  affairs  as  Business  Agent  of  the  Cohoes  Textile  Workers, 
which  took  a  matter  of  a  couple  of  days,  and  then  reported  to  the 
New  York  office,  ready  to  assume  my  new  duties  as  First  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 

President  Golden  had  to  leave  for  San  Francisco  to  attend  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  Convention,  and  with  the  many  requests  that  were  be- 
ing made  on  our  International  for  representatives,  it  meant,  on 
account  of  so  many  demands  for  increases  in  wages,  night  and 
day  work  for  every  one  in  the  employ  of  the  United  Textile 
Workers.  I  took  several  trips  through  New  England  and  took 
up  grievances  for  many  of  our  Local  Unions. 

I  then,  at  the  request  of  the  Knoxville  Union,  who  had  a  demand 
in  for  an  increase  in  wages,  visited  Knoxville  and  remained  there 
for  several  days.  During  this  time  I  held  conferences  with  Gen- 
eral Manager  Brown  of  the  Brookside  Mills  of  Knoxville,  Ten- 
nessee. Mr.  Brown  assumed  the  position  at  these  conferences  that 
he  was  paying  more  than  any  other  mill  in  the  South.  However, 
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later  on  President  Golden  convinced  him  it  would  be  a  wise  thing 
to  grant  the  demands  of  the  Union. 

Great  credit  should  be  given  this  body  of  men  and  women  for 
the  good  sense  and  patience  they  displayed  during  these  trying 
times  in  remaining  at  work  and  not  allowing  the  fellow,  whom  we 
always  have  with  us,  whether  it  is  in  the  north,  east,  west  or 
south,  to  strike  and  not  wait  for  a  peaceful  adjustment  on  account 
of  what  he  considers  the  slow  work  of  our  representatives  and 
their  International  Union.  This  situation  in  Knoxville  shows  that 
it  pays  to  wait  in  most  cases,  as  the  members  received  their  in- 
creases in  wages  and  also  a  new  working  agreement  without  los- 
ing a  day's  work. 

I  desire  at  this  time  to  thank  the  officers  and  members  for  their 
courteous  treatment  and  many  kindnesses  shown  me  while  in 
Knoxville. 

On  leaving  Knoxville,  I  went  to  Greenville,  S.  C.,  and  Anderson, 
S.  C,  where  two  strikes  were  in  progress.  I  found  matters  being 
ably  handled  by  Organizer  Kelleher.  I  attended  several  meetings 
in  the  above  places.    These  strikes  were  settled  later. 

On  my  rturn  to  New  York  I  called  a  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Council  to  take  up  the  various  matters  that  were  awaiting  the 
attention  of  the  Executive  Officers. 

.  I  visited  Westerly,  R.  L,  where  we  found  it  necessary  to  call  a 
strike  of  weavers  in  the  plant  of  the  Moore  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany on  account  of  his  antagonism  to  our  members.  I  found  it 
impossible  to  secure  an  interview  so  I  resorted  to  other  means, 
which  proved  successful.  Namely,  I  secured  the  services  of  three 
prominent  citizens,  who  eventually  brought  Mr.  Moore  into  line 
and  our  people  returned  to  work. 

About  this  time  the  dyers'  situation  of  Philadelphia  was  be- 
coming acute  and  I  visited  there  several  times  and  held  confer- 
ences with  the  representatives  of  the  Master  Dyers.  As  we  could 
get  no  concessions  whatever  from  the  employers,  I  called  the  first 
strike  in  the  Joseph  R.  Foster  Shop  and  one  of  the  bitterest  fights 
Philadelphia  Textile  Workers  ever  witnessed  was  carried  on  for 
six  months  with  a  complete  victory  for  the  men  involved,  and  20 
per  cent,  increase  in  wages.  This  was  an  endorsed  strike,  and 
again  proves  that  it  pays  to  observe  the  laws  of  our  International 
Union.  This  fight  co.st  many  thousands  of  dollars,  but  the  men 
received  their  money  every  week,  disproving  the  charges  made  by 
our  enemies  that  we  cannot  finance  a  strike  of  large  proportion. 

I  visited  Na.shua  several  times  during  the  strike  of  the  employes 
of  the  Nashua  Cotton  Mills  and  Jackson  Manufacturing  Company. 
This  was  a  splendidly  conducted  strike,  and  much  credit  is  due 
Organizer  McMahon  for  the  able  way  he  handed  the  situation. 

At  this  time  I  want  to  say  a  few  kind  words  for  Ex-Mayor 
William  P>arry,  who  did  wonderful  work  in  helping  your  General 
Officers.  Mr.  Barry  owned  many  houses  occupied  by  the  strikers 
and  he  not  only  told  his  tenants  to  rest  easy  in  their  minds  on 
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the  question  of  rents,  but  spent  his  time  and  money  in  fighting  the 
owners  of  the  mills. 

While  in  Nashua  I  visited  Lowell  and  attended  meetings  of  our 
Unions  there  and  took  care  of  grievances  of  one  of  the  Locals 
of  weavers. 

Knit  goods  workers  of  Phliadelphia.  1  took  up  the  work  of 
organizing  and  adjusting  the  wage  scales  of  these  people  through- 
out the  city  of  Philadelphia.  It  was  a  very  difficult  job,  but  after 
months  of  work  succeeded  in  signing  agreements  with  most  of  the 
shops  that  carried  with  them  absolute  recognition  of  the  Union, 
substantial  increases  in  wages  and  a  fifty-two  hour  work  week. 
I  desire  to  thank  Barney  Sadoff  for  his  able  assistance  in  bringing 
this  condition  of  affairs  to  a  successful  issue. 

I  was  instructed  by  President  Golden  to  go  to  Cohoes  and  assist 
in  bringing  about  an  adjustment  of  the  wage  demand  of  the  em- 
ployes of  the  knit  goods  workers.  I  attended  many  conferences 
with  the  local  committee,  composed  of  representatives  of  the  sev- 
eral Unions  involved,  but  after  over  three  weeks  of  endeavoring  to 
bring  about  a  settlement,  I  was  forced  to  leave.  However,  two 
days  after  I  left  the  city  the  strike  was  settled  on  practically  the 
terms  that  were  offered  at  the  start  of  the  trouble. 

This  was  a  case  of  all  the  Unions  accepting  the  ten  per  cent, 
increase  offered,  but  one  organization  hehl  out  for  one  and  one- 
half  per  cent,  more  and  made  a  three  weeks  and  four  days'  fight, 
in  which  the  whole  city  was  involved.  I  regret  very  much  that 
this  took  place,  as  it  caused  a  lot  of  hard  feeling  among  our  mem- 
bers, which,  to  my  mind,  was  caused  by  following  the  advice  of 
men  who  would  never  consider  any  one  but  themselves.  I  did  the 
best  I  could  in  this  situation,  and  had  to  swallow  many  bitter 
pills  while  there.  But  I  hold  no  grudge  against  anyone  there,  for 
I  realize  that  one  must  learn  to  consider  those  unpleasant  things 
as  all  in  a  day's  work. 

I  went  to  New  York  Mills  on  several  occasions,  where  a  de- 
mand for  increases  in  wages  and  changes  in  working  conditions 
was  in  progress.  I  held  conferences  with  the  agent  and  the  other 
officials  of  the  company  on  many  occasions.  I  was  able  to  secure 
about  all  the  concessions  asked  for,  with  the  exception  of  the 
increase  in  wages,  the  former  claiming  that  they  had  granted  two 
wage  increases  this  year. 

I  also  took  up  the  wage  Increase  asked  for  while  there  in  the 

Campbell  Spring  Company.    They  took  the  same  stand  as  the 

New  Yorw  Mills.    The  strike  is  still  on  there  and  is  beine  bit- 
... 

terly  contested.  Organizer  Minszewski  deserves  much  credit  for 
the  able  way  he  has  conducted  this  affair. 

I  succeeded  in  organizing  Unions  in  the  following  places :  Sham- 
okin.  Pa.,  two  Unions :  Mount  Holly.  New  Jersey,  Upholsery 
Weavers,  and  took  over  the  Warpers  and  Warp  Dressers'  Union 
of  Philadelphia.  This  was  an  independent  Union  for  many  years. 
At  Mount  Holly  the  men  were  locked  out  for  three  weeks,  but  we 
won  a  clean  victory  and  maintained  the  Union     The  Belgian 
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Union  of  Weavers  is  also  negotiating  with  me  to  come  over  with 
us. 

I  have  helped  to  build  up  the  membership  of  the  Unions  in 
Philadelphia,  and  have  worked  hard  to  keep  up  to  the  many  griev- 
ances in  Philadelphia  and  vicinity. 

I  went  to  Baltimore  and  assisted  in  bringing  about  the  agree- 
ment with  the  Mount  Vernon  Mills,  giving  recognition  to  the 
Union  and  an  increase  in  wages. 

I  adjusted  the  wage  scale  in  Pater  son  for  the  Warpers  in  the 
Dunralty  Mill  at  Lakeview.  I  desire  to  thank  the  members  of 
this  Union  for  the  courtesy  shown  me  on  my  several  visits  to 
Lakeview. 

I  visited  many  places  to  take  up  minor  grievances,  and  can 
truthfully  say  it  has  been  a  year  of  constant  work  without  any 
let  up.  However,  results  have  been  obtained,  and  that  is  the 
thing  that  pleases  us  all  and  makes  one  forget  the  hard  work  that 
was  necessary  to  obtain  the  above  results. 

I  visited  West  Haverstraw  several  times.  The  price  list  was 
finally  adjusted.  I  sent  in  weekly  reports  and  feel  it  would  be 
unwise  to  go  into  details  in  a  report  of  this  kind,  so  will  bring 
this,  my  first  annual  report,  to  an  end  by  thanking  all  our  people 
with  whom  I  have  come  in  contact  for  the  many  kind  acts  and 
the  help  they  have  given  me,  without  which  it  would  have  been 
impossible  for  me  to  have  accomplished  the  work  I  have  done  this 
past  year. 

I  am  very  grateful  to  the  several  business  Agents  of  Phila- 
delphia and  Second  Vice-President  McKosky  for  the  help  they 
have  given  me  during  the  year  in  the  many  different  situations 
with  which  I  have  had  to  contend. 

Last,  but  not  least,  I  want  to  thank  our  General  President  and 
Secretary-Treasurer  for  the  help  and  sound  advice  given  me  from 
time  to  time  when  I  sorely  needed  it. 

In  looking  back  over  the  history  of  the  year's  work  accom- 
plished by  our  International  Union,  it  makes  one  feel  that  the  fu- 
ture seems  bright  and  the  ambitions  of  all  to  see  the  Textile 
Workers  thoroughy  organized  will  be  a  fact. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  Jesse  Walker,  First  Vice-President, 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 


Applause. 
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Delegate  McNulty  (Local  957,  Philadelphia,  Pa,)  :  1  move 
you,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  report  of  the  National  First  Vice- 
President  be  received  and  a  vote  of  thanks  be  extended  to  him,  par- 
ticularly from  the  Phiadelphia  delegates,  for  his  good  work.  Mo- 
tion seconded. 

Chairman  McKosky:  You  have  heard  the  motion;  are  you 
ready  for  the  question?  All  those  in  favor  will  give  their  con- 
sent by  saying  "aye" ;  contrary,  "no."  The  ayes  have  it  and  it 
is  so  ordered. 

Delegate  Creech  (Local  25,  Philadelphia,  Chairman  of  Cre- 
dentials Committee)  :  Mr.  President,  I  might  state  that  there  is  a 
new  delegate  here  who  has  just  arrived  and  the  Credentials  Com- 
mitee  has  the  duplicate  in  and  I  think  it  would  be  a  good  idea  to 
have  it  read  and  the  delegates  seated  along  with  the  other  delegate^ 
who  were  seated  here :  Local  Union  689,  Label  Weavers,  Dele- 
gate A.  Reilly,  West  New  York,  N.  J.  I  move  that  Delegate 
Reilly  be  seated.   Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 

Delegate  Creech  (Chairman  Credentials  Committee)  :  1  have 
another  credential  coming  in,  and  in  order  to  have  the  delegates 
properly  seated  I  think  it  is  well  to  have  it  read,  so  that  the 
convention  can  act  on  it.  Local  923,  Brooklyn,  Ernest  F.  Gsell. 
I  move  you  that  his  credentials  be  received  and  that  the  delegate 
be  seated.   Motion  seconded.  . 

President  Golden:  Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  All 
those  in  favor  of  the  motion  signify  by  saying  "aye" ;  those  op- 
posed, "no."    The  motion  prevails. 

Now  we  will  go  on  with  the  regular  order  of  business.  We 
will  now  have  the  reports  of  the  various  Organizers,  and  the  first 
will  be  the  report  of  Organizer  Thomas  J.  Reagan. 
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REPORT  OF  ORGANIZER  THOMAS  J.  REAGAN. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Convention 
of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  greeting  : 

After  the  last  convention  held  in  New  York  I  was  instructed 
to  return  to  Philadelphia,  which  I  did,  and  took  up  the  work  of 
organizing  the  Yam  Workers  in  Manayunk  and  Germantown, 
Mass  meetings  were  held  for  a  period  of  two  months  with  the  as- 
sistance of  a  committee  from  Local  825.  We  succeeded  in  bring- 
ing all  the  Yarn  Workers  of  Manayunk  and  Germantown  into  the 
Local  Union,  bringing  the  membership  up  to  over  2,000.  Then 
the  matter  of  wages  had  to  be  taken  up,  as  these  people  were 
working  for  two  to  three  dollars  less  than  the  people  doing  the 
same  kind  of  work  in  the  Kensington  District.  We  were  success- 
ful in  bringing  their  wages  up  to  the  same  standard  without  any 
trouble  outside  of  one  or  two  small  strikes,  which,  after  a  few 
conferences  between  the  firms  and  the  committee,  the  whole  mat- 
ter was  settled  up  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  workers.  Too  much 
credit  cannot  be  given  to  the  committee  and  the  organization  for 
the  splendid  work  they  did  in  bringing  about  the  above  stated  con- 
ditions of  their  craft,  for  they  spared  neither  time  nor  money 
to  get  results. 

Brother  McKosky  and  I  took  up  the  grievance  of  the  weavers 
in  the  Saxonia  Mill.  After  having  a  conference  with  Supt.  Gable 
we  succeeded  in  getting  him  and  the  Committee  together  after  be- 
ing out  on  strike  for  four  weeks,  and  the  trouble  was  adjusted  in  a 
victory  for  the  workers. 

I  attended  many  meetings  of  the  Bradford  Mill  strikers  along 
with  Brother^  Boylan.  After  being  out  a  few  weeks  the  matter 
was  settled  by  General  Robert  M.  McW^de.  of  the  Federal  De- 
partment of  Labor. 

The  Art  Square  Weavers  of  Philadephia  had  put  in  a  new 
price  list,  and  being  unable  to  come  to  any  agreement  with  the 
manufacturer  they  called  for  an  endorsement  of  a  strike,  which 
was  granted  by  the  National  Executive  Board,  and  then  they  left 
it  in  the  hands  of  Brother  McKosky  and  myself.  We  took  the 
matter  up  and  got  a  conference  between  a  committee  of  the  work- 
ers and  the  Secretary  of  the  Manufacturers'  Association.  The 
report  of  the  Committee  being  unsatisfactory  to  the  members  of 
the  Local,  they  voted  to  stop  work.  As  we  had  the  matter  in  hand, 
we  insisted  that  they  stay  at  their  work  until  we  could  arrange  for 
another  conference. 

Brother  McKosky  being  called  away,  I  took  the  matter  up  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Art  Square  Manufacturers'  Association  and 
he  agreed  to  meet  the  Committee  again,  and  the  result  was  that 
the  matter  was  settled  up  satisfactorily  to  the  organization,  and 
thus  avoided  a  strike.  This  organization  has  been  affiliated  with 
the  International  less  than  a  year,  but  in  that  short  space  of  time 
they  got, more  than  they  ever  did  in  all  the  years  as  an  independent 
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organization,  which  goes  to  show  that  in  Unity  there  is  Strength. 

About  this  time  I  was  instructed  by  President  Golden  to  take 
up  the  work  of  organizing  the  Silk  Workers  of  Paterson,  N.  J. 
1  went  there  in  February  and  got  in  touch  with  Brothers.  Starr  and 
Morgan  and  went  over  the  situation  with  them.  Their  opinion 
was  that  the  Silk  Workers  could  be  organized,  but  both  agreed 
that  it  would  be  slow  work,  which  I  found  to  be  only  too  true.  In 
the  first  three  weeks  I  could  do  practically  nothing,  but  neverthe- 
less kept  plugging  away.  In  March,  I  was  able  to  get  a  mass 
meeting  of  the  Broad  Silk  Weavers,  and  with  the  assistance  of 
Brothers  Starr  and  Morgan  and  a  Jewish  speaker  from  out  of 
town,  I  was  able  to  start  a  Local  and  sent  for  a  charter.  .  I  then 
began  to  call  meetings  of  the  different  shops,  and  was  successful 
in  building  up  quite  a  big  organization. 

Then  the  1.  W.  W.'s  started  out  to  offset  my  work.  After  us- 
.  ing  all  the  unfair  tactics  that  these  people  are  capable  of,  they  then 
packed  the  shop  meetings  so  that  I  would  not  be  allowed  to  speak, 
and  went  so  far  as  to  eject  me  out  of  the  halls  by  force,  but  in 
spite  of  all  I  kept  building  up  the  membership.  The  same  means 
were  used  to  build  up  the  Ribbon  Weavers,  and  at  the  present 
time  they  have  a  good,  strong  Local  Union  and  getting  new  mem- 
bers at  every  meeting. 

A  movement  was  then  started  to  organize  the  Lady  Warpers.  A 
meeting  was  called  and  President  Golden  and  Secretary  Conboy 
came  over  and  addressed  the  meeting,  and  a  Local  Union  was 
started  and  is  now  in  a  healthy  condition. 

Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  to  Brother  Starr  and  the  mem- 
bers of  his  Executive  Board  of  the  Horizontal  Warpers'  Union. 
Brother  Starr  has  attended  every  meeting  and  through  his  good 
work  the  organization  has  been  built  up. 

About  the  20th  of  April  the  agitation  for  nine  hours  a  day 
came  up.  Delegates  representing  each  one  of  our  organizations 
met  in  the  Horizontal  Warpers'  Hall.  After  much  discussion  it 
was  decided  that  on  the  third  day  of  April,  1916,  nine  hours  would 
constitute  a  day's  work  for  all  the  Silk  Workers  affiliated  with 
the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America.  The  firm  stand  taken 
by  our  members  was  the  means  of  securing  the  shorter  work  day 
in  Paterson. 

The  matter  of  wages  had  to  be  taken  up,  which  called  for  from 
one  cent  to  a  cent  and  a  half  a  yard  increase,  which  was  granted 
in  all  the  mills  except  one.  the  Standard  Silk  Company.  I  had  these 
people  on  strike  for  eight  days  when  he  sent  for  me  and  the  Com- 
mittee, and  conceded  to  our  demands,  and  everybody  went  back 
to  work. 

Then  I  organized  the  Dyers,  Finishers  and  Helpers,  and  after 
they  got  together  they  were  granted  the  nine-hour  work  day.  I 
went  to  Allentown,  Pa.,  and  organized  the  Dyers,  Finishers  and 
Helpers  there,  getting  every  man  in  the  shop.  I  then  put  in  a 
demand  for  nine  hours  and  the  same  wages,  with  recognition  of 
the  Union.   We  put  the  demand  in  on  Monday  morning,  request- 


32 


SIXTEENTH   ANNUAL  REPORT 


ing  an  answer  by  Tuesday  at  four  o'clock,  and  on  Tuesday  morning 
at  ten  o'clock  notices  were  posted  granting  the  nine-hour  day,  and 
this  is  the  first  time  our  organization  has  ever  been  officially  rec- 
ognized in'Allentown,  Pa. 

I  also  went  to  Easton,  Pa.,  and  Phillipsburg,  N.  J.,  and  had  sev- 
eral meetings,  but  was  unable  to  get  them  together,  as  the  manu- 
facturers granted  them  nine  hours  with  the  understanding  that 
they  would  join  no  labor  organization,  and  after  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  get  them  even  into  a  meeting. 

I  organized  a  Local  of  Broad  Silk  Weavers  in  West  Hoboken, 
N.  J.  I  sent  a  Committee  to  the  office  and  they  were  granted  the 
nine  hours,  with  a  ten  per  cent,  advance  in  wages.  I  was  requested 
to  take  up  the  strike  at  the  Leolastic  Company  Mill  in  Bayonne, 
N.  J.,  which  lasted  for  nine  weeks.  The  firm  got  strike  breakers 
in  and  then  those  on  strike  having  no  means  of  support,  most  of 
them  broke  away  and  returned  to  work.  Those  remaining  out 
called  the  strike  ofif.  I  have  gone  there  several  times  but  was 
unable  to  get  them  into  a  meeting.  'They  have  let  the  organiza- 
tion go  to  pieces. 

With  the  assistance  of  Brother  Morgan  I  got  an  organization  of 
Reed  Makers,  which  now  has  a  hundred  per  cent,  organization. 
I  then  got  a  Local  of  Shuttle  Makers  and  also  a  Textile  Council, 
calling  for  five  delegates  from  each  Local.  This  Council  is  now  in 
a  healthy  condition,  all  our  Local  Unions  being  affiliated  with  it. 

I  then  started  to  work  on  a  uniform  price  list  along  with  a  Com- 
mittee from  the  Broad  Silk  Weavers,  and  with  the  assistance  of 
Brother  Morgan  and  the  members  of  his  organization  the  prices 
of  the  different  shops  were  secured  and  the  new  list  compiled.  The 
L  W.  W.'s,  who  have  two  very  small  Local  Unions,  wanted  to 
come  in  with  us,  but  we  refused  to  have  anything  to  do  with 
them.  They  then  had  one  of  their  own  price  lists  drawn  up  and 
then  put  the  story  around  that  the  reason  we  would  not  allow  them 
in  with  us  was  that  the  manufacturers  drew  up  our  list,  which  is 
untrue. 

Another  organization  known  as  the  Brotherhood  of  Silk  Work- 
ers also  drew  up  a  price  list,  making  three  price  lists  to  be  pre- 
sented at  the  same  time.  The  last  of  September  the  price  lists 
were  sent  into  all  the  shops  over  which  we  had  control  and  were 
adopted  by  them  all  without  any  trouble  in  a  single  shop.  This 
list  meant  to  the  weavers  an  increase  in  their  wages  from  twelve 
to  fifteen  per  cent.  Our  price  list  was  adopted  by  the  Textile 
Council  and  a  copy  sent  to  the  General  Office.  The  manufacturers 
then  got  out  a  price  list  and  then  presented  it  to  the  people  through 
the  press,  but  as  it  was  far  below  ours  it  died  a  natural  death,  and 
I  want  to  say  this,  that  the  Broad  Silk  Weavers  are  getting  more 
wages  and  better  couvlitions  than  they  ever  had  in  the  history  of 
their  industry,  and  this  was  brought  about  by  the  work  that  was 
put  into  Paterson  by  the  representatives  of  the  U.  T.  W.  of  A. 

I  went  into  Spring  Valley,  N.  Y.,  to  organize  the  Silk  Workers 
in  the  Dunlop  Mill,  and  getting  in  there  I  found  about  two  hun- 
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dred  people  on  strike  for  a  nine-hour  day  and  a  ten  per  cent,  in- 
crease in  wages.  I  got  them  into  an  organization  with  the  under- 
standing that  no  financial  aid  would  be  given  to  them,  but  I  would 
give  them  all  the  moral  support  that  1  possibly  could.  They  gladly 
accepted  these  terms  and  1  then  took  up  the  fight  with  them.  I 
took  the  matter  up  with  Brothers  Starr  and  Morgan,  as  the  Fixers 
and  Warpers  belong  4o  their  Unions.  They  then  took  their  men 
out  and  that  closed  the  plant  up. 

About  this  time  I  was  requested  to  go  to  the,  State  of  Maine 
to  assist  President  Golden  in  his  campaign  for  the  54-hour  bill.  I 
was  gone  two  weeks,  speaking  in  the  different  cities  and  towns 
from  Portland  to  Augusta,  and  you  are  aware  of  the  results. 

When  I  got  back  to  Spring  Valley  I  found  that  through  some 
misunderstanding  all  the  workers  on  the  hard  silk  had  gone  back, 
but  the  weavers  were  still  on  strike,  and  after  having  many  con- 
weeks  the  firm  sent  for  a  committee,  and  after  having  many  con- 
ferences the  matter  was  settled  up,  with  a  complete  victory  for  the 
workers  getting  a  9-hour  day  and  a  ten  per  cent,  increase  in  wages, 
with  the  understanding  that  everybody  would  be  taken  back  to 
work,  and  those  who  went  to  work  out  of  town,  their  jobs  would 
be  held  open  for  ten  days.  Recognition  of  the  Union  was  also 
given.  This  was  a  hard,  up-hill  fight  against  one  of  the  richest 
firms  there  is  in  this  part  of  the  country,  which  had  been  noted 
for  its  antagonism  to  Labor  Unions  for  a  long  time. 

I  organized  the  Hackling  Machine  men  of  the  Barbour  Flax 
Mills  in  Paterson,  but  before  they  got  their  charter  they  asked 
for  a  raise  in  their  wages  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent.  The 
firm  offered  them  ten  and  they  refused  to  accept,  and  walked  out. 
The  firm  brought  strike  breakers  from  Jersey  City,  and  after  be- 
ing on  the  picket  line  for  eight  days  the  firm  sent  for  the  Com- 
mittee and  settled  the  matter  up  satisfactorily  to  the  workers. 

I  organized  a  Local  of  Lace  Threaders  in  Williamsbridge,  N.  Y. 
The  general  manager  of  the  Liberty  Lace  firm  seemed  to  object 
very  much  to  an  organization,  and  before  the  end  of  the  week  one 
of  the  men  was  discharged  and  they  all  walked  out.  Lsent  a  com- 
mittee of  the  workers  to  l}\m  on  Monday  but  he  refused  to  see 
them.  I  then  took  the  matter  up  with  him  myself  on  Tuesday, 
going  over  the  whole  matter  with  him.  He  left  it  in  the  hands  of 
his  foreman  and  said  whatever  he  did  with  it  was  satisfactory  to 
him.  The  foreman  wanted  to  take  it  under  consideration  for  a 
day  and  told  me  to  come  back  and  they  would  give  me  an  answer 
on  Wednesday.  I  went  back  on  Wednesday  and  had  a  long  con- 
ference with  the  firm  and  succeeded  in  settling  the  matter  up  and 
putting  the  boy  back  to  work.  There  is  a  question  of  jurisdiction 
involved  in  this  case,  which  I  presume  will  be  handled  by  our  Na- 
tional Officers.  The  Amalgamated  Lace  Operatives  claim  jurisdic- 
tion over  these  workers. 

I  attended  meetings  of  the  different  Locals  in  West  Hoboken, 
Union  Hill  and  West  New  York.  I  have  also  been  working  on  an 
independent  organization  of  Ribbon  Twisters,  and  T  believe  that 
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within  the  very  near  future  I  will  be  able  to  get  them  to  affiliate 
with  the  U.  T.  VV.  of  A.  . 

I  went  into  Little  Falls,  New  York,  and  took  up  the  strike  of 
the  Tapestry  Weavers.  These  men  were  looking  for  an  advance 
in  wages  and  shorter  hours.  The  firm  refused  to  meet  a  commit- 
tee of  the  men  and  I  called  the  men  together  on  a  Wednesday 
night  and  on  a  Thursday  morning  the  firm  sent  for  the  committee,, 
granting  a  50-hour  work  week  and  a  ten  per  cent,  increase  in 
wages,  and  since  that  time  I  have  been  unable  to  get  a  meeting  of 
the  men,  as  they  seem  to  be  satisfied  with  the  conditions  given  by 
the  firm,  but  in  my  opinioh  I  believe  that  these  men  can  be  organ- 
ized into  a  Local  of  the  U.  T.  W.  of  A. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  Local  Unions  I  organized  during  the 
year: 

Paterson,  New  Jersey — Ribbon  Weavers  ;  Broad  Silk  Weavers; 
Dyers,  Helpers  and  Finishers ;  Reed  Makers ;  Shuttle  Makers  > 
Quill  Makers ;  Hacking  Machine  Men ;  Lady  Warpers. 

AUentown,  Pa. — Dyers,  Helpers  and  Finishers. 

West  Hohoken,  New  Jersey — Unions,  Tessitorie,  Tessitries, 
dell  Hudson  County. 

Spring  Valley,  N/  Y. — Silk  Workers. 

IVilliarnsbridge,  N.  Y. — Lace  Threaders. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  thank  all  those  who  have  so  willingly 
^      helped  me  in  my  work  and  trust  that  our  National  L^nion  will 
grow  bigger,  better  and  stronger  in  the  years  to  come. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

(Signed)  Thomas  J.  Reagan,  Organizer, 

United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  report  of  Organizer 
Reagan.    What  is  your  pleasure  with  the  report? 

Delegate  Flood  (Local  552,  Cohoes,  N.  Y.)  :    I  move  it  be 
received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Organization. 
Motion  seconded. 

President  Golden:  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question-?  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  give 
their  assent  by  saying  "aye";  contrary,  "no."    Motion  carried. 

The  next  report  will  be  the  report  of  Organizer  John  H. 
Powers. 
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REPORT  OF  ORGANIZER  JOHN  H.  POWERS. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of 
America,  Sixteenth  Annual  Convention,  greeting: 

Upon  my  return  from  the  last  convention,  I  put  in  considerable 
time  with  the  strikers  in  Westerly,  R.  which  was  a  bitter  one,  | 
and  was  finally  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  strikers.  At  the 
same  time,  I  was  attending  meetings  in  and  around  Springfield^ 
Mass.,  with  a  good  increase  in  the  membership  of  the  several 
Locals  in  this  locality.  The  girl  Spinners  worked  hard  to  get  all 
the  girls  in  several  mills,  and  succeeded  in  several  of  the  mills. 
But  we  had  made  a  request  for  the  Spinners  to  be  given  a  raise 
in  wages  after  several  conferences  in  which  George  Wrenn,  Pres- 
ident of  the  Springfield  C.  L.  U.,  gave  me  a  great  deal  of  valuable 
help,  not  only  in  this  particular  matter  but  in  everything  that  he 
could.  A  raise  was  given,  not  only  to  the  Spinners,  but  to  all 
the  help  with  the  exception  of  the  Narrow  Loom  Weavers,  who 
were  all  members  of  the  Local.  After  several  more  conferences 
a  raise  for  them  was  secured.  At  this  time  the  Broad  Loom 
Weavers  had  several  complaints,  which  were  settled  to  their  sat- 
isfaction. 

While  the  foregoing  matters  were  on  I  attended  several  meet- 
ings in  Chicopee.  This  Local  has  had  a  wonderful  growth  in  mem- 
bership. Starting  from  sixty-five  members  it  has  climbed  to  near- 
ly five  hundred.  Several  visits  were  paid  to  the  Local  to  get  their 
per  capita  tax  cleared  up,  which  was  done  at  last  with  the  help  of 
Secretary-Treasurer  Conboy  and  President  Golden.  Since  then  I 
have  had  two  conferences  with  the  agent  of  the  company  for  this 
Local.  I  suppose  the  things  I  asked  for  were  given,  as  I  have  had 
no  further  word  from  the  Local. 

The  Loomfixers  Of  Chicopee  had  to  stand  an  attempt  to  put 
their  Local  out  of  business,  not  by  the  Company,  but  by  one  of 
their  former  members,  and  a  delegate  to  our  last  convention,  who 
tried  to  start  a  Local  of  his  own.  When  he  was  refused  a  charter 
he  secured  one  from  the  so-called  Union  of  National  Loomfixers, 
but  he  did  not  remain  in  the  mill  long  enough  to  be  of  much  benefit 
to  the  backers  of  the  new  organization. 

Brother  Jan  Firlit,  of  Indian  Orchard,  and  Michael  Tryba,  of 
Chicopee,  attended  several  meetings  for  jne  and  spoke  in  their 
own  language,  giving  me  considerable  help. 

In  company  with  Vice-President  Walker  I  attended  a  meeting  of 
the  Loomfixers  in  Holyoke.  They  wanted  to  extend  their  mem- 
bership, and  they  appointed  a  committee  that  was  to  work  with 
a  similar  con^iiiittee  from  the  Cloth  Pressers,  and  this  committee 
was  to  meet  and  lay  out  plans.  \\'hether  this  has  ever  been  done 
I  don't  know,  for  the  only  advice  I  got  was  that  thev  decided  I 
could  get  busy  and  call  on  the  Fixers  employed  in  the  Skinner 
plant,  which  I  did  not  have  the  time  to  do.  I  wrote  several  let- 
ters to  the  members  of  the  committee,  but  did  not  get  any  answer- 
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I  tried  to  get  the  Dresser  Tenders  of  Westfield,  who  were  out 
on  strike  for  a  ten  per  cent,  raise.  The  Company  gave  them  a  two 
and  a  half  cent  raise,  which  they  accepted  with  no  further  use 
for  a  Union. 

The  Mills  of  the  Warren  Manufacturing  Company  and  the 
Parker  Mill  were  organized  for  the  Loomfixers  of  Rhode  Island. 
The  No,  2  Mill  of  Quidnick  makes  this  village  a  Union  one  so  far 
as  the  Loomfixers  are  concerned,  and  also  the  next  village  to  it, 
Anthony,  has  a  Union  shop  for  the  first  time,  and  considerable 
ground  has  been  covered  in  Natick,  R.  I. 

While  I  am  on  the  matter  I  might  as  well  say  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  new  delegates  that  as  well  as  acting  as  an  Organizer, 
I  am  the  Business  Agent  for  the  Loomfixers  of  Pawtucket,  which 
means  all  of  the  State.  Our  last  report  was  for  673  members, 
making  quite  a  large  job  in  itself.  For  some  years  we  put  up  with 
big  sections  and  small  pay,  but  now,  notwithstanding  the  deser- 
tion of  some  of  our  former  members,  who  should  have  been  in  line 
with  us  when  the  time  arrived  to  better  our  conditions,  we  had 
to  do  it  alone  and  we  did  it,  getting  an  average  wage  of  $19  for 
less  looms  than  were  run  in  former  years,  without  the  expenditure 
of  one  cent  from  the  International  Union,  which,  of  course,  we 
were  sure  we  would  have  received  if  needed. 

I  have  no  doubt  we  woud  have  received  even  more  than  we  did 
if  we  had  had  the  support  of  the  men  whom  we  have  supported  in 
the  past.  However,  we  have  no  fault  to  find  other  than  to  hope 
that  the  day  will  soon  arrive  when  they  will  see  the  light,  and  act 
accordingly. 

I  might  add  that  only  one  mill  tried  anything,  and  that^was  to 
give  work  to  some  men  that  did  not  prove  very  good  friends  to 
us  eight  years  ago.  The  Local  had  a  fine  on  them  of  $LS  for 
working  in  this  mill  when  it  was  on  the  unfair  list.  By  keeping 
the  men  in  the  entry  one  noon-time,  it  showed  the  company  just 
where  we  stood,  with  the  result  that  every  cent  of  the  fines  was 
collected,  in  all  over  $100,  making  this  a  Union  shop. 

On  February  14th,  with  the  weather  20  degrees  below  zero,  in 
company  with  several  other  Union  men,  we  started  a  Labor  For- 
ward Movement  in  Pittsfield,  Mass.  Two  men,  one  a  Woolen 
Spinner  and  one  working  in  the  plant  of  the  General  Electric, 
started  in  after  this  meeting  to  interest  the  others,  which  they  did 
so  well  that  in  a  short  period  of  time  the  seven  mills  in  this  vi- 
cinity were  organized  100  per  cent,  in  the  spinning  departments. 
The  next  in  line  were  the  Dresser  Tenders,  who  are  also  or- 
ganized 100  per  cent.  The  Weavers  made  an  attempt  to  organize, 
but  about  this  time  the  heads  of  the  several  mills  began  to  sit 
up  and  take  notice,  and  the  President  of  the  Weavers  was  dis- 
charged, to  discourage  the  Weavers,  which  it  did.  But  it  did  not 
discourage  him  and  he  is  still  on  the  job. 

I  was  sent  to  Ansonia  and  organized  the  Narrow  Fabric  Weav- 
ers of  that  place,  afterwards  paying  them  two  visits.  T  left  there 
to  see  the  Weavers  of  the  Hansahoe  Mill  of  Valley  Falls,  who 
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were  on  strike,  and  brought  them  into  the  Union,  and  they  have  a 
good  outlook  to  grow.   Their  own  shop  is  a  Union  shop. 

A  strike  took  place  in  the  Apponaug  Bleachery,  because  the 
girls  tried  to  make  a  Union  shop  of  their  room.  This  involved 
the  men  Folders,  all  Union  men  and  members  of  the  River  Point 
Local,  who  acted  as  Union  men  by  refusing  to  handle  the  work  of 
Non-Union  girls  engaged  to  take  the  place  of  the  Union  Hookers. 
This  strike  has  been  on  several  months  and  we  have  not  lost  one 
of  our  men  or  women  except  the  ones  that  have  been  sent  to  work 
elsewhere  to  make  the  load  a  little  lighter  for  us  to  carry.  The 
Company  is  up  against  the  wall,  and  if  it  were  only  a  question  of 
the  strikers  this  strike  would  have  been  settled  long  ago.  But  it 
appears  that  there  is  a  fight  going  on  in  the  inside,  and  until  this 
is  settled  the  strike  must  go.  The  gates  have  never  been  unguarded 
for  one  day  by  our  pickets,  both  men  and  women,  since  the  strike 
started,  and  will  eventually  win  this  strike. 

Just  after  the  strike  in  Apponaug,  the  Spinners  in  and  around 
Pittsfield  in  all  of  the  seven  mills  asked  for  a  minimum  wage,  the 
same  as  has  been  given  in  Lowell  and  other  places.  The  mill 
men  called  a  meeting  and  at  this  meeting  all  agreed  that  they  would 
band  together  to  put  the  Union  out  of  business.  The  men  decided 
to  strike.  I  had  a  conference  with  three  of  the  heads  of  the  mills 
and  gave  them  another  week  to  think  it  over.  At  the  end  of  the, 
week  the  men  sent  a  committee  to  the  seven  offices  of  their  own 
men,  but  they  got  a  decided  refusal.  At  the  end  of  seven  weeks 
of  strike  we  broke  the  gentlemen's  agreement  by  winning  in  the 
Pontusic  Mill,  the  largest  mill  in  Pittsfield.  Some  of  the  small 
mills  are  yet  holding  out,  but  that  is  all  they  can  do,  as  we  shipped 
so  many  men  out  of  town  that  there  is  no  help  to  start  up  with. 
I  am  of  the  opinion  it  will  be  a  long  time  before  the  Spinners  of 
Pittsfield  will  have  to  strike  again.  The  outlook  for  making  new 
Locals  in  this  locality  is  very  bright. 

I  tried  to  get  a  Labor  Forward  Movement  going  in  Fitchburg, 
but  it  was  a  failure.  I  have  spoken  at  several  meetings  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Labor  Forward  Movement,  which  has  done  a  great 
deal  of  good,  but  much'  remains  yet  to  be  done  in  Rhode  Island. 

I  have  averaged  five  meetings  a  week  for  the  last  year,  and  if 
it  were  not  for  the  fact  that  I  must  be  brief  I  would  like  to  tell  of 
them,  and  the  help  given  to  me  by  several  persons.  While  space 
does  not  permit  me  to  do  this,  at  the  same  time  I  want  to  express 
my  thanks  to  them  and  to  the  prompt  assistance  given  me  from 
the  General  Office  at  all  times.  While  I  have  made  several  mis- 
takes in  the  past  year,  they  were  mistakes  made  in  trying  to  do 
something  for  our  mutual  advancement. 

Fraternally  yours, 

(Signed)  John  H.  Powers,  Organizer, 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 
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pRiisiDENT  Golden  :  Yon  have  heard  the  report  of  Organizer 
Powers ;  what  is  yonr  pleasure  with  the  report  ? 

Delegate  Thomas  (Local  726,  Philadelphia)  :  1  move  it  be 
received  and  turned  over  to  the  Committee  on  Organization.  Mo- 
tion seconded. 

President  Golden  :  It  has  been  regularly  moved  and  seconded 
that  the  report  be  received  and  turned  over  to  the  Committee  on 
Organization.  All  in  favor  will  signify  by  saying  "aye" ;  opposed, 
''no."   The  motion  prevails. 


REPORT  OF  ORGANIZER  JOSEPH  MINSZEWSKI. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Convention, 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  greeting: 

I  was  instructed  to  proceed  to  New  York  Mills  by  the  General 
Officers  on  June  9th,  to  adjust  the  grievances  existing  there,  which 
were  for  an  increase  in  wages,  abolition  of  the  card  system,  better 
treatment  and  recognition  of  the  Union.  I  had  conferences  with 
the  representatives  of  the  company  on  three  different  occasions, 
but  to  no  avail,  they  flatly  refusing  to  grant  these  demands,  with 
the  exception  of  the  card  system,  which  has  since  been  abolished. 
The  Local,  No.  753,  then  decided  to  go  out  on  strike.  Vice-Presi- 
dent Walker  was  then. sent  up  to  assist  me,  and  we  had  a  confer- 
ence with  the  company,  who  acceeded  to  granting  time  and  a 
half  for  overtime  and  better  treatment,  but  no  increase  in  wages. 

I  was  then  called  to  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  at  the  end  of  July,  and 
there  organized  the  Finishers  and  Dyers  in  the  Pontusic  Mill  and 
the  Wilson  Mill.  I  visited  the  employers  of  these  mills  with  a  view 
of  adjusting  the  demands  of  the  Dyers  and  Finishers,  but  after 
three  days  I  was  instructed  to  return  to  New  York  Mills  and  leave 
the  Pittsfield  situation  in  the  hands  of  Organizer  Powers. 

Regarding  the  New  York  Mills  situation.  As  the  company  re- 
fused to  grant  the  increase  in  wages,  the  strike  was  still  in  prog- 
ress, the  company  using  all  the  rough  and  inhumane  methods  to 
break  the  strike,  hiring  thugs  and  gunmen  to  act  as  deputy  sheriffs. 
The  strikers  were  evicted  from  their  homes  by  the  com])any,  and 
these  so-called  deputy  sheriffs  did  everything  within  their  power 
to  make  matters  uncomfortable  for  our  strikers.  Also  the  Justice 
of  Peace  there  was  influenced  by  the  company,  and  strikers  who 
were  arrested  were  convicted  without  any  justice. 

The  early  part  of  August  I  was  called  to  Maynard,  Mass., 
where,  in  conjunction  with  Organizer  McMahon,  we  succeeded  in 
organizing  about  700  textile  workers  and  settled  the  strike  there 
within  twenty-four  hours  satisfactorily  to  all  our  members. 

I  was  then  again  compelled  to  return  to  New  York  Mills,  wliere 
I  found  the  condition  very  critical.    Our  strikers  were  being  tor- 
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tured  and  assaulted,  and  even  in  coming  out  from  the  Labor 
Temple  at  Utica,  were  assaulted  by  these  thugs.  On  September 
1st  a  Strikers'  Committee  was  in  the  Union  Hall,  and  Italian 
strikebreakers,  under  the  leadership  of  these  deputy  sheriffs,  at- 
tacked the  building,  armed  with  all  kinds  of  weapons,  and  stabbed 
our  members,  beating  them  brutally. 

Fortunately,  since  then  conditions  have  changed  somewhat  in 
favor  of  the  strikers.  The  Trade  Assembly  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  ap- 
pointed a  committee  of  fifteen  to  assist  the  strikers  as  much  as 
possible,  and  are  doing  everything  possible  to  help  them  along. 
They  are  soliciting  funds  in  order  that  these  loyal,  faithful  strikers 
may  have  food.  Each  night  and  morning  tliey  are  found  on  the 
picket  line,  and  their  presence  alone  has  been  sufficient  to  curb 
the  clubs  of  the  thugs  and  gunmen  who  have  been  appointed  as 
deputy  sheriffs  to  guard  the  property  of  the  mill  company. 

Property  has  been  guarded,  and  guarded  well,  but  human  lives 
amount  to  nothing.  No  better  example  of  this  statement  can  be 
given  to  you  than  the  fact  that  one  of  this  Local  Union,  dying 
with  tuberculosis,  was  turned  out  on  the  street  to  die.  He  passed 
away  the  next  day  in  a  barn.  This  is  only  one  example  of  the 
brutality  of  the  New  York  Mills  Corporation  toward  the  Polish 
people  at  New  York  Mills. 

This  strike  is  still  on,  and  anyone  looking  at  the  grim,  determ- 
,ined  faces  of  the  strikers  will  know  that  it  is  a  fight  to  a  finish. 
This  is  the  kind  of  strikers  and  the  kind  of  people  w^ho  do  not 
know  the  meaning  of  the  word  "quit."  I  might  say  in  connection 
with  the  situation  in  and  around  Utica,  that  there  is  a  tremendous 
.field  for  organizing.  There  are  several  thousand  Italian  people 
who  I  think  could  be  organized,  if  we  had  an  Italian  organizer. 
J,  therefore,  recommend  that  an  Italian  organizer  be  placed  in 
the  field  in  and  around  Utica,  N.  Y.,  at  the  earliest  possible  con- 
venience. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  Joseph  Mixszewski,  Organizer. 

President  Golden  :  Gentlemen,  you  have  heard  the  report  of 
Organizer  Minszewski.    What  is  your  pleasure  with  the  report? 

Delegate  Thomas  (Local  726,  Philadelphia)  :  I  make  a> mo- 
tion, Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  report  be  received  and  turned  over 
to  the  Committee  on  Organization. 

-   Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 
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REPORT  OF  ORGANIZER  JOHN  BOLLWARK. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of 
America,  Sixteenth  Annual  Convention,  greeting: 

After  my  appointment  on  the  first  of  May,  1916,  as  a  Special 
Organizer  of  the  Warpers,  Warphands  and  kindred  trades,  I  was 
sent  to  Tonawanda,  N.  Y.,  where  a  strike  of  the  Niagara  Silk 
Mills  had  been  in  progress  since  April  7th.  The  workers  involved 
in  the  strike  came  out  on  strike  without  an  organization,  but  or- 
ganized immediately  afterwards,  and  owing  to  the  fact  that  all 
of  the  workers  in  the  several  departments  remained  at  work,  to- 
gether with  the  fact  that  conditions  in  the  trade  at  that  time  were 
very  unfavorable,  this  strike  was  lost. 

After  returning  from  North  Tonawanda  I  proceeded  to  Wil- 
liamstown.  Pa.,  where  I  organized  a  Union  of  Hosiery  Workers, 
'ninety  pei-  cent,  of  whom  were  girls. 

On  June  3rd  I  organized  a  hundred  per  cent.  Union  of  Warpers 
and  Warphands  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. 

After  a  week  spent  at  Gloversville,  N.  Y.,  and  Saratoga,  N.  Y., 
doing  organization  work,  I  was  sent  to  Reading,  Pa.,  where  a 
strike  was  in  progress  at  the  Quaker  Silk  Mill.  After  organizing 
these  workers,  fifty  per  cent,  of  whom  were  girls,  we  were  able 
to  settle  the  strike  on  June  30th  with  wage  increases  of  from 
ten  to  seventeen  per  cent.,  and  full  recognition  of  the  Union. 

I  then  proceeded  to  Bangor,  Pa.,  where  I  organized  the  Warp- 
ers, Warphands  and  Cutters  in  the  Crown  Silk  Mill,  and  on  July 
15th  I  organized  the  Warpers  and  Warphands  in  the  Raub  Silk 
Mills. 

I  was  then  called  to  Gloversville,  N.  Y.,  where  a  walkout  had 
occurred  at  the  Fulton  Silk  Mill  on  account  of  the  firm  refusing 
to  consider  certain  price  schedules,  as  previously  agreed  to  on  the  ^ 
part  of  the  firm. 

On  August  10th  a  walk-out  occurred  at  the  Crown  Silk  Mill 
at  Bangor,  Pa.,  on  account  of  the  discharge  of  several  members 
of  the  Union.  My  time,  since  these  strikes  have  occurred,  has 
been  entirely  taken  up  by  these  two  situations. 

We  have  had  a  number  of  conferences  with  the  management 
of  the  Fulton  County  Silk  Mill,  and  a  member  of  the  State  Board 
of  Arbitration  was  called  into  the  situation,  but  as  yet  no  settle- 
ment has  been  reacherl,  for  the  reason  that  the  firm  is  determined 
to  crush  the  Union,  and  the  men  are  equally  determined  to  main- 
tain their  organization. 

Tn  the  Bangor  situation,  which  has  also  been  a  stubborn  fight, 
we  have  reliable  information  that  there  is  to  be  a  change  in  man- 
agement favorable  to  us. 

In  both  of  these  strikes  we  have  found  that  we  have  been  fight- 
ing a  combination  of  manufacturers  who  are  seeking  to  discourage 
this  organization  movement  in  this  particular  trade.  But  notwith- 
standing this  fact  the  organized  Warpers  and  Warphands  are 
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more  determined  than  ever  to  continue  this  work  of  organizing  the 
unorganized  workers  at  this  particular  trade,  and  with  the  help 
already  given  us  by  the  International  Union,  which  we  hope  will 
be  continued,  it  is  the  earnest  hope  of  the  organized  Warpers  and 
Warphands  that  it  will,  in  a  short  time,  bring  about  a  hundred 
per  cent,  organization  of  this  particular  trade,  with  its  many 
kindred  branches,  which  comprise  at  least  five  thousand  textile 
workers  at  the  present  time. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  John  F.  Boll w ark.  Organizer. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  report  of  Organizer 
Bollwark.   What  is  your  pleasure  with  the  report? 

Delegate  Ellis  (Local  883,  Fultonville,  N.  Y.) :  I  move  it  be 
accepted  and  turned  over  to  the  Committee  on  Organization.  Mo- 
tion seconded  and  adopted. 

The  next  report  will  be  that  of  Organizer  Thomas  F.  McMahon. 


REPORT  OF  ORGANIZER  THOMAS  F.  McMAHON. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Convention 
of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  greeting: 

Providenge,  R.  I.,  October  14, 1916. 

Another  year  has  rolled  by  since  I  stood,  before  the  Convention^ 
and  gave  an  account  of  work  done.    Then  I  was  fairly  sure  of 
success  for  our  International,  and  to-day  who  can  doubt  it? 

After  our  last  Convention  I  was  ordered  into  Nashua,  N.  H., 
where  a  great  strike  was  in  progress  since  October  4th.  The  re- 
sults of  this  strike  were  felt  all  over  New  England  by  increased 
wages  to  all  textile  workers.  Conciliators  R.  W.  McWade  and 
John  Colpays  did  everything  in  the  power  of  human  beings  to 
settle  this  strike,  but  the  agent  was  stubborn  and  the  directors 
obstinate.  So  our  friends  the  I.  W.  W.'s  were  recognized  by  the 
company  and  welfare  workers  were  installed.  Since  that  time, 
through  the  efforts  of  Ex-Mayor  Barry  and  Mr.  Fred  Gaffney, 
we  have  a  good  Local  of  Loomfixers  of  nearly  one  hundred  per 
cent.  Yet  these  workers  don't  know  that  had  it  not  been  for  the 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America  taking  up  the  defense  of  these 
workers  through  a  long  and  bitterly  cold  winter,  no  such  increases 
would  be  ours  to-day. 

I  kept  in  touch  with  other  places  in  New  England,  and  with 
the  co-operation  of  the  Local  men  in  many  places  we  succeeded 
in  placing  many  new  Locals.  Lowell  is  now  progressing  rapidly 
to  be  one  of  the  best  organized  Textile  Centers  in  New  England, 
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several  new  charters  being  placed  during  the  year  and  a  Textile 
:  Council  formed.  . 

I  was  ordered  to  Maine  on  several  occasions  during  the  year, 
also  to  Somersworth,  N.  H.,  where  we  have  placed  new  Charters 
;or  reorganized  old  ones. 

.In  Madison,  Maine,  I  found  a  strike  in  progress.    I  organized 
■a  Local  Union,  and  settled  the  strike  satisfactorily  to  all  con- 
cerned.  There  are  yet  some  grievances  to  be  taken  up  in  Somers- 
worth when  an  opportunity  presents  itself. 

In  Waltham,  where  we  have  a  Union,  some  trouble  occurred  in 
the  Bleachery  Department.  We  formed  a  Union  and  the  matter 
was  settled,  and  although  I  have  tried  to  hold  a  meeting,  like  many 
others,  when  they  got  what  they  wanted  they  quit  the  Union. 

In  Bradford,  R..  I.,  there  was  some  trouble,  but  after  a  confer- 
ence with  officials  of  the  company  and  committees  with  myself, 
the  matter  was  amicably  adjusted. 

During  the  year  the  Folders  have  been  rather  unfortunate  in 
having  three  strikes  on  their  hands  and  none  settled,  as  the  em- 
ployers had  determined  to  smash  our  organization.  These  places 
are  Cranston  Print  Works,  controlled  by  B.  B.  &  R.  Knight  Co., 
who  refused  a  conference  to  Vice-President  Walker  and  myself. 
The  second  in  Appanaug  in  charge  of  Organizer  Powers,  where 
a  foreman  is  responsibe  by  taking  the  tools  of  our  men  away 
and  placing  others  in  their  places.  The  third  is  the  Mqupt  Hope 
Finishing  Company,  of  North  Dighton,  Mass.,  close  to  the  city  of 
Taunton.  This  plant  is  operated  on  a  fine  grade  of  work  and 
men  there  were  producing  more  yards  than  in  any  place  of  dike 
calibre.  The  owner  has  become  a  fanatic  for  the  (open  shop) 
Taylor  system,  or  any  system  that  will  make  servants  or  slaves 
:  out  of  his  employes.  He  loudly  boasts  he  is  going  to  smash  the 
Union  and  drive  the  leaders  out  of  the  labor  movement. 

I  dwell  on  this  particular  place  because  I  feel  that  our  Interna- 
tional should  use  everything  it  possesses  to  show  this  swelled  up 
en^ployer  that  Labor  i?  strong  in  its  resources.    This  man  is  now 
buying  up  all  the  real  estate  in  which  any  of  our  strikers  live 
■  and  ordering  them  out  or  evicting  them.    Here  is  the  true  exem- 
.  plification  of  manufacturers  when  they  have  power,  our  men  and 
„  women  evicted,  and  all  for  the  stubbornness  of  Mr.  J.  K.  Milliken, 
the  owner,  who  refused  to  keep  his  ai)pointment  made  through  his 
lawyer,  Mr.  White,  of  Taunton. 

In  Fall  River  our  people  are  waking  up  to  the  fact  that  tliere 
is  but  one  International  for  Textile  Workers,  and  that  is  the 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  affiliated  with  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor.  We  now  have  t"hree  charters  and  another 
.  one  will  be  sent  during  the  present  week.  The  movement  is  gain- 
ing in  Providence,  an(l  it  is  my  earnest  hope  that  before  another 
year  rolls  round,  we  will  have  a  good  representation  from  Provi- 
dence. 

.     We  have  a  strike  of  Thread  Dresser  Tenders  in  the  Joslin  Mills 
at  Rockland  and  Olneyville,  R.  I.   Our  men  are  standing  firm  and 
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we  hope  to  see  this  shoe  string  manufacturer  soon  come  to  his 
senses  and  settle. 

'  In  Maynard  we  had  a  strike  of  the  unorganized  workers  tor 
better  conditions  and  higher  wages.  We  organized  these  workers, 
who  were  mostly  Polish,  through  the  eftorts  of  Organizer  Mins- 
zewski.  We  then  went  with  a  Committee  to  see  the  agent  and 
settle  the  strike,  the  workers  returning  to  work  next  morning. 

During  the  year  I  was  ordered  to  Paterson,  N.  J.,  to  help  in 
the  great  movement  started  among  the  silk  workers  by  Brothers 
Starr  and  Morgan.  I  was  also  sent  to  Baltimore  to  aid  the  Local 
Union  there  to  build  up.  I  did  my  best  to  arouse  interest  and 
create  a  feeling  that  only  with  and  by  organization  would  we  be 
able  to  surmount  the  obstacles  that  were  in  our  path.  .  I"  had  the 
full  support  of  the  officers  as  well  as  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
Local  Union,  for  which  at  this  time  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks. 

There  are  many  pther  places  I  visited  and  endeavored  to  do  my 
duty,  which  I  have  not  room  to  mention.  But  on  the  whole  I  have 
found  that  a  great  desire  possesses  the  worker  to  amalgamate. 
There  are  many  places  yet  untouched  through  lack  of  time  and 
overwork  in  other  places,  which,  no  doubt,  will  bear  fruit  in  the 
future. 

Space  does  not  permit  me  to  express  my  thanks  individually  to 
those  men  and  women  who  have  so  assisted  me.  during  the  past 
year  to  make  my  work  a  success  in  having  over  twenty  charters 
issued  for  new  Locals.  All  I  can  do  is  to  say  I  thank  them  from 
the  bottom  of  my  heart  and  ask  them  to  assist  in  the  future,  who- 
ever may  be  sent,  with  the-  same  generous  support  as  was  accorded 
to  me. 

Fraternally  yours, 

(Signed)  Thomas  F.  McMahon,  Organizer, 

United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 

Local  Unions  Organized  by  Mr.   Thomas   F.  ]\IcMahon, 
October  1st,  1915 — October  1st.  1916. 

Local  Union  978,  Nashua,  N.  H.,  Textile  Workers ;  Local  Union 

986,  Riverpoint,  R.  L,  Yarding  Machine  Operators   Local  Union 

987,  Waltham,  Mass.,  Textile  Workers  ;  Local  Union  991,  A\'est 
Hoboken,  N,  J.,  Unione  Tessitori'e  Tessitrics' ;  Local  L^nion  995, 
Brockton,  Mass.,  Strap  and  Belt  Weavers;  Local  Union  1002, 
Ansonia,  Conn.,  Textile  Workers ;  Local  Union  1004,  Bayonne, 
N.  J.,  Textile  Workers ;  Local  Union  1005,  Bradford,  R.  L,  Dyers 
and  Finishers;  Local  Union  1007,  Lowell,  Mass.,  ^^^oolen  and 
Worsted  Weavers;  Local  Union  1009,  Franklin,  Pa.,  Waste 
Workers ;  Local  Union  1012,  Madison,  Me.,  Woolen  Workers  ;  Lo- 
cal Union  1021,  No.  Dighton,  Mass.,  Textile  Workers;  Local 
Union  1026,  Lowell,  Mass.,  Woolen  and  Worsted  Fixers;  Local 
Union  1029,  Providence,  R.  L,  Skein  Winders;  Local  Union 
1032,  Lowell,  Mass.,  Carders,  Dyers  and  Finishers ;  Local  Union 
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1033,  Fall  River,  Mass.,  Bleachers,  Dyers  and  Finishers;  Local 
Union  1039  Waltham,  Mass.,  Dyers,  Bleachers  and  Finishers; 
Local  Union  1044,  Fall  River,  Mass.,  Print  Workers;  Local  Union 
1045,  Lowell,  Mass.,  Beamers. 

Reorganized  Local  940,  Somers worth,  N.  H. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  report  of  Organizer 
McMahon ;  what  is  your  pleasure  ? 

Delegate  McNulty  (Local  957,  Philadelphia)  :  I  move  that 
the  report  of  Organizer  McMahon  be  received  and  turned  over 
to  the  regular  Committee. 

Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 

The  next  question  to  be  decided  is  in  what  manner  the  sessions 
shall  be  held.  For  the  information  of  the  new  delegates  I  just 
want  to  explain  that  we  have  tried  both  systems.  I  am  not  going 
to  express  any  opinion  because  it  is  immaterial  to  me.  We  have 
got  to  be  on  the  job  anyhow,  no  matter  how  the  sessions  are  held 
and  it  is  better  to  leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  delegates.  We 
have  tried  the  forenoon  and  the  afternoon  system  of  two  sessions 
and  we  have  tried  the  one  continuous  session,  but  we  have  al- 
ways left  it  to  the  delegates  to  decide.  A  motion  as  to  how  we 
should  meet  would  be  in  order. 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia):  I  have 
attended  a  number  of  these  conventions  for  a  few  years  back  and 
I  have  seen  the  double  sessions  working  and  I  have  seen  the  single 
sessions  working,  and  in  my  judgment — and  I  am  no  spring 
chicken — we  did  more  effective  work,  quicker  and  better  work  by 
a  single  session,  and  I  believe,  Mr.  President,  that  we  ought  to 
convene  at  nine  o'clock  and  remain  in  continuous  session  up  to  two 
a'clock:  That  would  be  five  solid  hours.  We  have  done  that  in 
the  past  and  it  was  a  success.  If  you  have  the  double  sessions  you 
are  liable  to  have  a  lot  of  turmoil ;  the  delegates  would  be  coming 
in  late.  We  observed  all  that  and  in  the  judgment  of  the  last 
convention,  they  voted,  T  believe,  unanimously  for  a  single  ses- 
sion. That  is  all  I  have  got  to  say,  and  I  make  a  motion  to  that 
effect,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  we  have  a  single  session,  to  convene 
at  nine  o'clock  and  adjourn  at  two  o'clock.    Motion  seconded. 

President  Golden:  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question? 

Delegate  Clements  (Local  687,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.)  I  move, 
Mr.  President,  to  amend  the  motion  that  we  have  two  sessions'a 
day.    Motion  to  amend  seconded. 

Presidjcnt  Golden:  You  have  heard  the  amendment  to  the 
motion.    Are  you  ready  for  the  question?    The  question  is  on 
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the  amendment  to  the  motion,  the  motion  being  that  we  have  one 
session,  beginning  at  nine  o'clock  and  ending  at  two,  and  the 
amendment  is  that  we  have  two  sessions,  morning  and  afternoon. 
First  we  will  take  the  amendment.  All  those  in  favor  of  the 
amendment  will  signify  by  saying  "aye";  the  opposed,  *'no."  The 
noes  have  it.  The  question  now  occurs  on  the  motion  as  amended. 
All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  as  amended  will  signify  by  saying 
"aye";  contrary,  "no."   The  ayes  have  it. 


The  Secretary-Treasurer  is  in  receipt  of  a  telegram  from  Or- 
ganizer Kelleher,  which,  if  there  is  no  objection,  she  will  read  at 
this  "time. 

Secretary  Conboy  read  the  telegram  as  follows: 

"Sara  A.  Conboy, 

"Broadway  Central  Hotel,  New  York. 

"Heartiest  congratulations  to  Sixteenth  Annuel  Conven- 
tion. I  regret  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  attend.  Accept 
my  best  wishes  for  a  successful  Convention  in  the  interest  of 
the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 

"(Signed)  Mary  Kelleher.'' 

Applause. 


REPORT  OF  AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Officers  and  Dele\gates  of  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Convention 
of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  greeting: 

We,  the  Committee  appointed  by  your  Emergency  Committee 
to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  have  finished  our 
work,  and  make  the  following  report : 

We  find  that  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer 
have  been  audited  quarterly  by  a  certified  public  accountant.  We 
have  examined  his  report  and  find  that  they  are  correct.  We  have 
carefully  gone  over  all  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  find  that 
the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  are  absohitely 
correct,  and  verify  the  statement  made  by  the  public  accountant. 

We  find  that  all  moneys  paid  out  have  been  paid  by  check,  and 
that  a  duplicate  system  of  checks  has  been  used  as  receipts.  We 
also  find  that  all  receipts  sent  out  for  money  received  have  been 
,    made  in  duplicate  form. 

We  wish  to  commend  the  Secretary-Treasurer  for  the  splendid 
system  which  she  has  installed  in  the  National  Office,  and  we  be- 
lieve it  will  be  hard  to  improve  on  this  system. 
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We  also  wish  to  commend  the  Secretary-Treasurer  for  the  sys- 
tem of  paying  all  by  check,  and  recommend  that  this  system  be 
continued. 

Respectfully  submifted, 

(Signed)  George  Creech,  Chairman. 

Mrs.  Josephine  GiFFORt), :  •.. 
Thomas  A.  Breck. 

Delegate  Creech  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  President,  I 
might  say  in  addition  to  that,  it  would  be  well  for  any  of  the 
delegates  to  this  Convention  to  make  it  one  of  the  pleasure  trips, 
and  I  think  you  can  call  it  that,  to  pay  a  visit  over  to  that  office. 
Those  who  are  secretaries  of  the  Local  organizations  should  verify 
what  I  say,  go  into  details,  I  would  say,  call  for  some  list  of 
names  or  something,  some  bill  or  something  that  has  been  sent  in. 
I  don't  say  this  wishing  to  add  work  to  the  office  force,  but  just 
to  show  the  members  what  a  system  has  been  established  in  that 
office.  Fortunately,  I  had  the  privilege  of  seeing  both  systems 
working.  At  Scranton  I  had  the  privilege  of  seeing  the  former 
system  and  can  say  that  this  system  will  be  hard  to  equal,  let  alone 
beat  it.  (Applause.) 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Audi- 
tors.   What  is  your  pleasure  with  the  report? 

Delegate  Hanley  (Local  1026,  Lowell,  Mass.)  :   I  move  it  be 
accepted  and  placed  on  file. 
Motion  seconded. 

President  Golden  :  It  has  been  regularly  moved  and  seconded 
that  the  report  of  the  Auditors  be  accepted.  Are  you  ready  for 
the  question?  All  in  favor  signify  by  saying  "aye" ;  those  opposed, 
"no."    The  motion  prevails. 

Secretary  Conboy  read  a  communication  from  Washington, 
D.  C,  inviting  the  United  Textile  Workers  to  hold  their  next  Con- 
vention in  that  city.  Two  communications  were  also  read  from 
Baltimore,  Md.,  one  signed  by  James  H.  Pre^^ton,  Mayor  of  Bal- 
timore, and  the  other  by  Robert  R.  Lee,  Director  of  the  Bureau 
of  Conventions  of  Baltimore,  inviting  the  United  Textile  Workers 
to  hold  their  next  Annual  Convention  in  Baltimore.  It  was  moved 
and  seconded  the  communications  be  received  and  the  gentlemen 
signing  them  to  be  tendered  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  for  their 
vitation,  and  the  communications  be  laid  over  until  the  time  of 
naming  tho  place  of  the  next  Convention. 

John  Behrend,  representing  the  Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  In- 
ternationaLUnion,  addressed  the  Convention  on  the. value  of  pur- 
chasing L^nion  Label  goods,  and  at  the  close  of  his  splendid  ad- 
dress he  was  given  a  rising  vote  by  the  delegates. 
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Chairman  Walker  (of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions)  :  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  want  to  announce  that  there  will  be  a  meeting  of 
the  Resolutions  Committee  in  Room  469  at  4  o'clock.  While  I 
am  on  the  floor  I  would  like  to  ask  that  all  the  resolutions  be 
handed  in  as  soon  as  possible,  and  that  a  time  limit  be  set,  and  I 
would  suggest  that  Wednesday  night  would  be  the  time  limit  set 
for  the  resolutions  to  be  handed  in. 

Delegate  Starr  (Local  78,  Paterson)  :  Mr.  President,  I  was 
going  to  make  a  motion  but  I  see  that  motion  just  made  reads  that 
all  resolutions  should  be  handed  in  by  Wednesday  night.  Often- 
times we  are  held  up  at  the  last  minute.  I  think  this  motion  ought 
to  read,  in  fact,  I  amend  it  to  read,  that  they  be  handed  in  tomor- 
row night,  and  any  coming  after  that  would  have  to  get  the  ma- 
jority consent  of  the  Convention. 

President  Golden  :    Does  the  mover  accept  the  amendment  ? 

Delegate  Walker  (Local  730,  Philadelphia)  :  Yes. 
Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 

President  Golden  :  The  hour  of  two  having  arrived  this  Con- 
vention stands  adjourned  until  9  o'clock  Wednesday  morning. 
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THIRD  SESSION. 


Wednesday  Morning,  October  18,  1916. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  President  Golden  at  9  A.  M. 

Secretary  Conboy  called  the  roll,  all  delegates  responding  to 
their  names. 

President  Golden  :  If  the  delegates  have  no  objection  1  would  * 
like  to  introduce  to  the  Convention  one  of  the  best  friends  we 
ever  had  in  helping  us  to  solve  many  of  the  problems  that  we  have 
been  confronted  with  during  the  year.  I  take  great  pleasure  in 
introducing  to  the  Convention  Brother  John  B.  Colpoys,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  staff  of  Federal  Mediators  working  under  the  direction 
of  William  B.  Wilson,  Secretary  of  Labor,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Brother  Colpoys  gave  a  splendid  address  on  the  valuable  work 
being  performed  by  the  Federal  Labor  Department  and  paid  a 
glowing  tribute  to  the  head  of  the  department,  Secretary  Wilson. 
He  also  spoke  feelingly  in  regard  to  the  conditions  of  the  textile 
workers  of  the  South,  having  had  a  splendid  opportunity  to  in- 
vestigate the  conditions  of  the  Textile  Workers  down  there  on 
account  of  his  connection  as  Federal  Mediator  in  several  strikes 
of  Textile  Workers  during  the  last  few  years. 

At  the  close  of  Brother  Colpoys'  address  Delegate  Beardsley 
moved  that  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  be  given  to  Brother  Colpoys 
for  his  splendid  address  and  that  the  President  and  Secretary  be 
instructed  to  draw  up  a  resolution  tendering  sincere  thanks  to 
Secretary  William  B.  Wilson  for  the  ready  and  prompt  response 
he  had  always  given  when  called, upon  to  assign  a  Federal  Media- 
tor to  many  of  the  strike  situations  which  our  International  Union 
was  involved  in.    Motion  unanimously  adopted. 

Delegate  Bressler  (of  Resolution  Committee) :  Resolution 
No.  9: 

"Whereas,  the  public  press  of  the  country  being  a  power 
of  good  when  properly  conducted,  and 

"Whereas,  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  in 
convention  assembled,  should  any  newspaper  after  full  inves- 
tigation have  for  its  policy  a  positive  stand  for  Organized  La- 
bor, therefore,  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  the  Nezvs-Post  of  Philadelphia  receive  the 
endorsement  of  the  Convention." 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia):  I  would  like  to 
ask  for  the  information  of  the  delegates.   I  would  like  to  ask  the 
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Committee  if  that  applies  to  the  entire  United  States,  or  just  the 
NeivS'Post  of  Philadephia. 

Delegate  Walker  (Local  730,  Philadelphia)  :  All  fair  news- 
papers  to  Labor.' 

Delegate  Bressler  (Local  72,  Philadelphia)  :  1  would  like 
to  add  that  I  didn't  finish  the  resolution,  that  is,  the  signature.  It 
is  signed  by  John  J.  Thomas,  Edward  McNulty,  Thomas  Boy- 
Ian,  William  Deighan  and  Edward  McCann.  The  Committee  rec- 
ommends the  adoption  of  the  resolution  and  I  move  you,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  we  concur  in  that  recommendation.  Motion  sec- 
onded. ^ 

President  Golden  :  The  great  trouble  with  this  resolution,  as 
I  see  it,  it  is  not  complete.  I  think  when  you  put  that  "Resolved," 
they  ought  to  have  said  "The  News-Post  of  Philadelphia  and 
all  other  reputable  papers." 

The  "Whereas"  is  very  comprehensive  and  covers  the  subject, 
but  the  resolution  simply  covers  the  Nezvs-Post.  I  think  the  best 
thing  to  do  would  be  to  refer  that  back  to  the  Resolutions  Commit- 
tee or  to  the  Introducers  and  have  the  resolution  finished.  If  we 
are  going  to  endorse  the  News-Post  let  us  endorse  all  Labor 
papers. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I,  therefore,  move 
that  we  refer  it  back  to  the  Committee  for  correction. 

Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 

Delegate  Bressler  (Local  72,  Philadelphia)  :  Resolution  No. 
2.  Introduced  by  Delegate  Samuel  Bressler,  representing  Weav- 
ers' Union,  No.  72,  of  Philadelphia. 

"Whereas,  the  employers  of  labor  in  trying  to  discourage 
organization  in  the  mills  and  shops  invariably  discriminate  and 
often  dismiss  its  most  active  members,  especially  if  they  are  on 
shop  committees, 

"Therefore,  be  it  Resolved,  That  this  Convention  go  on 
Fecord  in  favor  of  placing  full  power  in  the  hands  of  each  in- 
dividual officer,'' member  of  the  Executive  Council,  or  Emer- 
gency Committee  to  call  for  a  suspension  of  work  in  any  shop 
if  any  of  the  above  named  officials  deem  it  expedient  after  a 
careftd  investigation  on  their  part  in  cases  of  discrimination 
only,  provided,  however,  that  said  shop  has  the  endorsement 
of  the  Local  Union,  that  the  members  in  the  affected  shop 
shall  become  beneficial  according  to  the  by-laws  of  our  In- 
ternational Union. 

"Be  it  Further  Resolved,  That  where  there  are  two  offi- 
cers in  a  district,  such  President  and  First  Vice-President,  or 
First  Vice-President  and  Second  Vice-President,  the  highest 
in  rank  will  have  the  power  to  endorse,  and  in  the  case  of  the 
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Executive  Council  or  Emergency  Committee,  where  there  are 
two  or  more  members  in  one  district,  the  one  that  has  been  in 
the  Council  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  the 
longest  period  of  time  shall  have  the  power  to  endorse. 

"(Signed)  Samuel  Bressler. 

Thomas  Lafferty. 

Jacob  Perleman. 

John  Perleman. 

Thomas  Russell." 

The  Committee  decided  that  this  resolution  appertains  to  a 
change  in  the  by-laws  of  our  Constitution  and,  therefore,  this 
Committee  recommends  that  this  resolution  be  turned  over  to  the 
Committee  on  Law. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee  on  Resolutions.  What  is  your  pleasure  with  their 
recommendation  ? 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  move  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  be  Concurred  in. 

Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 

Delegate  Bressler  (Presenting  report  of  Resolutions  Com- 
mittee) :  Resolution  No.  7,  introduced  by  Local  980. 

"We  hereby  recommend  that  the  following  substitutes  be  made: 

ARTICLE  XIV. 
assessments. 

"Section  1.  The  Executive  Council  shall  not  have  the  power 
to  levy  assessments  until  the  same  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Local  Unions  for  approval  or  rejection,  majority  vote  to  decide, 
and  all  assessments  shall  be  upon  the  basis  of  members  that  the 
Local  I'nions  paid  per  capita  upon  the  previous  month. 

"(Signed)  Thomas  Pottomley. 

Alex.  W.  Park.'' 

This  resolution  was  also  recommended  to  be  turned  over  to 
the  Committee  on  Law. 

President  Goldi<:n  :  You  have  heard  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee.    What  is  your  pleasure? 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia):  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
move  that  it  be  concurred  in. 

Motif )!i  seconded  and  adopted. 
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Delegate  Creech  :  The  Committee  on  Credentials  is  ready  to 
report.  Charles  Weiland  having  arrived  this  morning  and  pre- 
sented his  credentials,  I  move  that  the  delegate  be  seated. 

Motion  seconded  and  carried  unanimously. 

Delegate  Creech  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  It  may  not  be 
business  entirely  pertaining  to  the  convention,  but  a  great  many 
of  the  delegates  will  recall  that  this  organization  some  three  years 
ago  invested  some  money  in  Philadelphia  for  the  fight  between  the 
local  organization  affiliated  with  this  organization  and  a  dual  or- 
ganization, or  a  dual  Union,  so-called,  No.  8.  Prior  to  coming 
to  the  Convention  there  was  an  agreement  entered  into  by  the 
committees  representing  the  two  organizations  after  three  years' 
time.  I  thought  it  would  be  well  to  bring  that  agreement  along, 
as  the  organization  I  have  the  pleasure  to  represent  has  concurred 
in  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  and  we  were  waiting  for 
the  ratification  of  the  so-called  German  Organization,  No.  8.  I 
have  been  informed  since  coming  to  the  Convention  that  No.  8 
had  a  special  meeting  on  last  Saturday  evening  and  also  ratified 
th  agreement  entered  into  by  the  two  committees. 

It  would  be  well  to  state  at  this  time,  for  the  benefit  of  those 
that  are  not  acquainted  with  this  controversy,  not  including  the 
Philadelphia  delegates,  because  I  guess  among  them  it  has  become 
natural  to  hear  it  from  day  to  day  and  from  week  to  week,  and 
invariaby  it  was  a  topic  of  the  day.  It  was  a  standing  report  of 
the  District  Council  there  in  the  Central  Labor  Union,  so  without 
going  further  into  detail  I  will  read  over  what  the  two  organiza- 
tions have  agreed  to,  and  try  to  explain  what  I  believe  it  will  lead 
up  to. 

"Agreement  entered  into  between  Textile  Workers'  Progressive 
Union  No.  8  and  Local  No.  25,  United  Textile  Workers  of  Amer- 
ica. 

"October  7,  1916. 

"It  is  hereby  agreed  by  and  between  Local  No.  25,  United  Tex- 
tile Workers  of  America  and  Textile  Workers'  Progressive  Union, 
No.  8,  as  a  Basis  of  Settlement  of  the  present  controversy  and 
the  removal  of  the  boycott  of  the  Kensington  Labor  Lyceum,  the 
following  shall  be  entered  into  and  agreed  by  both  Unions  in 
question  and  the  Central  Labor  Union  of  Philadelphia  and  vicin- 
ity. 

"First.  That  the  Textile  Workers'  Progressive  Local,  No.  8, 
shall  not  from  the  date  of  this  agreement  being  agreed  to,  accept 
as  new  members  any  person  or  persons  engaged  in  the  Textile  In- 
dustry where  a  craft  Union  of  that  branch  exists. 

"Second.  Such  members  of  the  Textile  Workers'  Progressive 
Union,  No.  8,  who  are  now  working  as  Upholstery  Weavers  in 
the  Textile  Industry  and  Local  No.  8  agrees  to  pay  to  Local  No. 
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25,  U.  T.  W.  A.,  the  difference  in  dues  as  are  now  paid  in  Local 
No.  8  and  Local  No.  25,  U.  T.  W.  A.  The  present  dues  in  Local 
-No.  8  being  seventy-five  ($.75)  cents  per  quarter;  the  present 
dues  in  Local  No.  25,  U.  T.  W.  A.,  being  one  dollar  and  ninety- 
five  ($L95)  per  quarter. 

"Third.  It  is  further  agreed  by  Local  No.  8,  T.  W.  P.  U.,  that 
they  will  abide  by  any  and  all  decisions  reached  by  Local  No.  25 
with  regards  to  wages  and  working  conditions  to  govern  the  trade. 

"Fourth.  It  is  further  agreed  that  Local  No.  8,  T.  W.  P.  U., 
shall  pay  to  the  Financial  Secretary  of  Local  No.  25,  U.  T.  W.  A., 
the  dues  heretofore  referred  to  at  the  expiration  of  each  quarter. 

"Fifth.  It  is  further  agreed  by  the  Committee  representing  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  the  Central  Labor  Union  of  Phil- 
adelphia, Local  Union  No.  8,  T.  W.  P.  U.,  and  Local  No.  25,  U.  T. 
W.  A.,  that  they  will  recommend  and  encourage  the  above  agree- 
ment." 

Delegate  Creech  :  I  might  say  in  connection  with  No.  8  that  it 
means  this :  They  agree  to  pay  over  $L20  to  the  Local  Organiza- 
tion as  their  share  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  trade  or  the 
trade  conditions,  receiving  no  benefits  in  return  other  than  the 
benefits  of  the  trade  as  brought  about  through  Local  No.  25.  That 
agreement,  I  might  say,  I  feel  sure  will  lead  up  to  ultimately, 
probably  in  a  year's  time,  practically  what  we  went  after  three 
years  ago,  namely,  this  so-called  German  organization  will  be  a 
member  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  or  in  other 
words,  the  American  Federation  of  Labor.  Of  course,  I  believe 
there  are  some  members  there  that  do  not  come  under  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Textile  Workers,  but  I  feel  that  when  they  have  to 
pay  the  full  price  for  being  under  an  organization  and  only  re- 
ceive partial  benefits  in  return,  they  will  see  the  wisdom  of  coming 
in  and  receiving  the  full  benefits  for  the  same  amount  of  money. 

Delegate  Starr  (Local  678,  Paterson)  :  I  was  very  much  in- 
terested, Mr.  President,  in  hearing  Brother  Creech.  I  have  been 
in  Philadelphia  for  a  number  of  years  and  I  was  very  much  in- 
terested to  know  the  results  they  have  accomplished.  Before 
Brother  Creech  got  the  floor  and  got  this  matter  before  the  Con- 
vention, the  Convention  decided  at  this  time  to  make  a  motion 
that  it  would  be  in  order  for  us  to  adjourn  for  the  space  of  one 
hour.  Now  the  committees  are  instructed  to  get  together.  I  want 
to  make  a  motion  that  we  adjourn  now  for  the  space  of  one  hour 
and  that  the  committees  be  instructed  to  get  together,  and  can 
convene  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 
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CONVENTION  RE-CONVENED  AT  12  O'CLOCK. 

Secretary  Conboy  :  I  want  to  say  to  the  delegates  that  I  will 
be  at  headquarters  at  the  close  of  the  session  this  afternoon  and 
to-morrow  afternoon,  and  if  there  is  anything  the  delegates  would 
like  to  see,  our  way  of  keeping  books  and  records,  etc.,  I  will  be 
very  glad  to  be  over  there  and  go  through  these  things  with  them, 
particularly  the  securities  of  the  Locals. 

Delegate  Bressler  (Local  72,  Philadelphia)  :  Your  Commit- 
tee on  Resolutions  has  been  handed  the  following : 

Resolution  No.  1 . 

"Resolved,  That  the  Textile  Workers  of  Philadelphia  go 
on  record  for  an  eight-hour  work  day.  I  have  ascertained 
that  Paterson  has  succeeded  in  procuring  a  nine-hour  work 
day. 

"(Signed)  J.  Parleman. 

T.  Russell." 

The  Committee  feels  that  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  previous 
Convention  passed  a  resolution  for  an  eight-hour  day  through  the 
Textile  Industry  and  each  succeeding  year  we  re-affirm  the  ac- 
tion, therefore  the  Committee  concurs  in  this  resolution  and  rec- 
ommends its  adoption. 

Motion  seconded  and  unanimously  adopted. 

President  Golden:  The  Committee  on  Resolutions  will  re- 
port. 

Delegate  Bressler:  Secretary  of  the  Resolutions  Committee 
presented  the  following  resolution: 

Resolution  No.  14. 

Introduced  by  Delegate  Nathan  Wainess,  of  Local  Union  1042, 
Brooklyn.  ' 

"Resolved,  That  we,  the  delegates  assembled  at  the  Six- 
teenth Annual  Convention  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of 
America,  accept  the  initiative  and  referendum  to  govern  our 
Organization,  Locals  and  sub-divisions. 

"(Signed)  Nathan  Wainess,  Local  1042,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y." 

This  resolution  was  non-concurred  in  by  the  Committee. 

President  Golden:  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee.  What  is  your  pleasure? 

Delegate  McNulty  (957,  Philadelphia)  :  I  move  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  be  accepted. 

Motion  seconded. 
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PjiESiDENT  Golden:  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Resohitions  and  the  motion  to  adopt  the  recpmmenda- 
tion  of  the  Committee.   Are  you  ready  for  the  question  ? 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  did  not  get  that 
right.  Does  the  Committee  non-concur  in  the  initiative  and  ref- 
erendum?  What  is  that  on,  local  or  National  affairs? 

President  Golden:   On  everything. 

Secretary  Bressler  :  On  Organization,  Locals  and  Sub-Divi- 

sion§.: 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  And  the  Committee 
does  not  believe  in  the  initiative  and  referendum? 

Delegate  Bressler  (Local  72,  Philadelphia)  :  Not  in  the 
resolution  as  a  whole. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  The  Committee  has 
no  suggestions  then. to  make  in  regard  to  turning  that  down? 

Delegate  Bressler  (Local  72,  Philadelphia) :  No. 

President  Golden  :  The  Committee,  as  I  understand  it,  non- 
concurred  in  the  resolution  as  presented.  They  did  not  turn 
down  the  principle  of  the  initiative  and  referendum.  They  turn 
it  down  as  applying  to  what  they  mean  in  the  resolution. 

Delegates  Hall,  Bressler,  Wainess  and  Parks  discussed  the 
question. 

Chairman"  McKosky  :  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  to  non- 
concur in  the  resolution  will  signify  by  saying  '*aye" ;  opposed, 
''no."   The  ayes  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

Delegate  Bressler  :  Resolution  No.  20.  Introduced  by  Dele- 
gate William  Limper  of  Local  Union  949,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

"Whereas.  The  hopes  of  all  trade  union  movements  are 
to  the  end  that  uniformity  in  wages  should  be  the  watchword, 
and 

"Whereas,  The  Art  Square  Weavers  in  Philadelphia  have 
difficulty  in  securing  increases  in  wages,  due  to  the  fact  that 
wages  are  much  lower  in  the  New  England  States  than  in  Phila- 
delphia ;  therefore,  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Convention  of  the 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America  go  on  record  to  secure 
increases  in  all  sections  of  the  country,  particularly  in  the  New 
England  States. 

"(Signed)  William  Limper.'' 

The  Committee  concurs  in  this  resolution  and  T  move  you  that 
the  report  of  the  Committee  be  adopted. 
Motion  seconded. 
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Chairman  McKosky:  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question? 

Delegate  Limper  (Local  949,  Philadelphia)  :  The  reason  I 
put  that  resolution  in  is  that  it  is  the  same  old  story ;  every  time 
v^e  meet  the  manufacturers  in  Philadelphia  they  give  us  the  same 
old  story  about  down  East  prices.  I  have  been  talking  to  Brother 
Walker  since  he  has  been  in  Philadelphia.  Every  time  we  meet 
the  manufacturers  they  tell  us  how  much  cheaper  they  can  get 
the  stuff  in  the  East.  In  fact,  last  February  they  told  us  if  we  did 
not  get  the  fellows  down  East  somewhere  near  the  Philadelphia 
prices,  they  would  have  to  shut  up  shop.  That  is  the  reason  I 
sent  that  resolution  in. 

Chairma]^  McKosky:  Is  there  anything  further  to  be  said 
on  the  question?  If  not,  all  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  sig- 
nify by  saying  ''aye" ;  contrary,  "no."  The  ayes  have  it  and  it  is 
so  ordered. 

Delegate  Bressler  (Local  72,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  concludes  the  partial  report  of  the  Resolutions  Committee. 

Delegate  Farris  (Local  696,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chairman, 
the  Label  Committee  submits  the  following  report: 

"The  Label  Committee  respectfully  submits  the  following 
report;  after  having  examined  all  the  men  delegates  to  this 
Convention,  we  report  as  follows : 

"We  find  80  with  100  per  cent. ;  8  with  80  per  cent. ;  1  with 
60  per  cent. ;  1  with  40  per  cent. ;  1  with  20  per  cent. 

"Therefore,  in  view  of  the  fact  it  is  extremey  difficult  in 
certain  sections  of  the  country  to  get  Union  Label  goods,  we 
recommend  to  the  Convention  for  their  recommendation  the 
seating  of  all  the  delegates. 

"Concurred. 

"(Signed)  William  Farris.  Chairman. 
Harry  Gale. 
John  Murphy. 
Patrick  Cooey. 
^  Jules  Clement.'^ 

Delegate  Farris:  This  has  been  concurred  in  and  the  reason 
why  the  Committee  does  this  is  because  there  has  been  a  resolu- 
tion passed  by  our  Convention,  in  order  to  have  five  distinct  labels, 
the  Committee  does  not  feel  that  it  has  the  power  to  overrule  a 
resolution  that  has  been  adopted  by  a  previous  Convention,  and, 
therefore,  we  left  it  up  to  the  judgment  of  this  Convention  to  seat 
the  delegates  that  are  here  at  the  present  time.  This  report  shows 
that  we  have  80  with  one  hundred  per  cent.,  showing  that  every 
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delegate  that  could  get  the  labels  got  them,  and  naturally  at  our 

next  Convention  we  will  have  one  hundred  per  cent,  of  delegates 
with  100  per  cent,  of  labels,  five  distinct  labels:  The  Committee 
concurs  in  the  report. 

Chairman  McKosky:  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Labels.  What  is  your  pleasure  with  the  report? 

Delegate  Hanley  (Local  1026,  Lowell)  :  I  move  that  the 
report  be  concurred  in. 

Motion  seconded. 

The  question  was  discussed  by  Delegates  Wilkinson,  MuIIm, 
Hautamaki,  Bottomly,  Gale  and  Wainess. 

The  previous  question  was  then  called  for. 

Chairman  McKosky:  The  question  has  been  called  for.  The 
motion  is  that  we  concur  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Labels. 
You  have  heard  the  motion;  are  you  ready  for  the  question?  All 
those  in  favor  of  adopting  the  report  of  the  Committee  will  sig- 
nify by  saying  "aye" ;  contrary,  "no."  The  ayes  seem  to  have  it; 
the  ayes  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

Delegate  Farris  :  Mr.  President  and  Delegates :  The  Com- 
mittee on  Labels  presents  the  following  resolution : 

Resolution  No.  22. 

"A  resolution  to  boost  all  Union  Labels.  To  have  a  ten- 
minute  discussion  on  Union  Labels.  To  make  it  compulsory 
for  all  candidates  for  office  and  delegates  to  Convention  to 
show  five  Union  Labels,  and  to  appoint  Label  Committees. 

"Whereas,  the  demand  for  Union  Label  goods  in  the 
United  States  is  not  commensurate  with  numbers;  and, 

"Whereas,  It  has  been  demonstrated  that  Union  Label 
goods  of  a  quality  equal'  to  the  best  obtainable  without  a 
Union  Label  can  now  be  had  at  prices  no  higher  than  non- 
label  goods;  therefore  be  it 

"Resolved,  by  the  Convention  of  the  United  Textile 
Workers,  that  this  matter  be  called  to  the  attention  of  all 
Local  Unions  by  the  Secretary-Treasurer ;  and,  be  it  further 

"Resolved,  that  each  delegate  report  back  to  his  Local 
Union  to  have  a  ten-minute  discussion  on  the  Union  Label 
at  each  local  meeting ;  and,  be  it  further 

"Resolved,  that  each  delegate  try  to  have  a  resolution 
passed  at  his  Local  Union,  that  all  candidates  for  office  and 
candidates  to  Labor  Conventions  must  show  at  least  five  Union 
Labels  of  International  Unions  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  upon  articles  of  apparel,  before  acceptance  of  nomina- 
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tions,  and  also  before  being  seated  by  the  Local  Unions ;  and. 
be  it  further 

"Resolved,  that  each  Local  Union  be  requested  to  ap- 
point a  committee  of  three,  to  be  known  as  the  Label  Com- 
mittee; and,  be  it  further 

"Resolved,  that  our  delegates  to  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  Convention  in  Baltimore  be  instructed  to  in- 
troduce and  work  for  the  acceptance  of  a  similar  resolution ; 
and,  be  it  further 

"Resolved,  that  they  use '  their  utmost  endeavors  to 
have  all  other  International  Unions  adopt  the  same. 

"(Signed)  Jules  Clement,  President, 

Local  Union  687,  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
President,  District  Council  No.  1,  Central." 

Label  Committee — William  Farris,  Chairman ;  Harry  Gale,  Sec- 
retary ;  John  Murphy,  Patrick  Cooey,  Jules  Clement. 
The  Committee  concurs  in  that  resolution. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia) :    I  move  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Resolutions  Committee. 
Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 

President  Golden:  It  has  been  regular  moved  and  seconded 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question?  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  sig- 
nify by  saying  "aye" ;  those  opposed,  "no."    Motion  adopted. 

Delegate  Farris  (Local  696,  Philadelphia) :  As  Chairman 
of  the  Label  Committee  I  submit  this  resolution : 

Resolution  No.  6. 
Introduced  by  Label  Committee. 

"Whereas,  There  are  firms  who  have  the  Union  Label 
through  contract  with  the  National  Union,  but  who  put  the 
Label  upon  garments  only  on  request  of  their  customers ;  and, 

"Whereas,  it  is  unfair,  both  to  the  National  Union  and 
also  to  the  workers  of  the  country ;  therefore,  be  it 

"Resolved,  that  hereafter  no  contract  shall  be  signed 
by  the  National  Union  which  does  not  include  a  clause  requir- 
ing that  the  Union  Label  be  placed  on  each  garment  manufac- 
tured. 

"(Signed)  William  Farris,  Chairman. 
Harry  Gale,  Secretary. 
Jules  Clement. 
John  Murphy. 
Patrick  Cooey." 

The  Committee  concurs  tn  the  resolution. 
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President  Golden:  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Label 
Committee.   What  is  your  pleasure  ? 

Motion  seconded  and  adopted.  ' 

Delegate  Farris  of  the  Label  Committee  presented  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolution  No.  8. 

^'Whereas,  experience  has  fully  demonstrated  the  ne- 
cessity for  and  the  value  of  Union  Labels  to  lend  discrimina- 
tion power  in  favor  of  Union  made  products,  and 

''Whereas,  the  good  results  to  come  from  the  use  of  the 
Union  Label  must  come  from  the  patronage  bestowed  by 
Labor  and  the  friends  of  the  Union  Label,  and 

''Whereas,  it  is  a  notorious  fact  that  products  bear- 
ing the  Union  Label  do  not  enjoy  the  demand  that  Union 
Labeled  products  have  a  right  to  expect  from  the  members  of 
our  great  movement,  and 

"Whereas,  the  Tobacco  Workers'  International  L'nion 
has  a  blue  Label  which  now  is  placed  on  hundreds  of  brands 
of  tobacco,  cigarettes  and  snuff  of  the  best  quality  produced, 
and  is  as  well  advertised  proportionately  as  any  other  Label 
.  in  this  country,  and 

.  "Whereas,  the  patronage  given  to  Union  Labeled  to- 
bacco, snuf?  and  cigarettes  is  not  within  fifty  per  cent,  of  that 
which  it  should  be,  which  reliable  statistics  will  prove,  and 

"Whereas,  with  the  ever  growing  membership  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  these  conditions  could  be 
greatly  changed  for  the  better,  by  remembering  the  Label 
when  exchanging  good  L^nion-earned  money  for  tobacco, 
cigarettes  or  snuff,  \ 

"Therefore,  be  it  Resolved,  That  we,  as  delegates 
to  the  Convention  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of 
America,  assembled  in  New  York,  N.  Y.,  October  16th,  1916, 
will  ourselves  do  our  duty,  and  we  will  as  far  as  lies  in  our 
power  urge  others  to  patronize  only  such  tobacco  products  as 
do  bear  the  Union  Label,  and  we  will  endeavor  wherever  pos- 
sible, to  induce  dealers  in  tobacco  products  to  put  in  full  lines 
of  Union  Labeled  tobacco,  snuff  and  cigarettes,  and  be  it 
further 

"Resolved,  That  we  will  refrain  from  and  urge  others 
to  not  patronize  places  of  business  who  persistently  refuse  to 
keep  in  stock  an  assorted  line  of  Union  Labeled  tobacco,  snuff 
and  cigarettes. 

"(Signed) 

"International  Tobacco  Workers'  Union." 
Mr.  Chairman,  the  Committee  concurs  in  that  resolution. 
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President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  resolution  ?  What 
is  your  pleasure?  ■  , 

Delegate  Bottomley  (Local  980,  Paterson)  :  I  move  that  it 
take  the  same  course  as  the  preceding  one. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  resolution.  This 
is  a  trade  label  matter  and  introduced  by  the  Labels  Committee 
and  it  cannot  be  transferred. 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia) :    I  move 
you,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  resolution  be  adopted  as  read. 
Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 

Delegate  Powers  (Local  486,  Pawtucket)  :  I  am  reporting 
for  the  Committee  on  Law. 

Resolution  Np.  2: 

Introduced  by  Delegate  Samuel  Bressler,  representing  Weavers' 
Union  No.  72,  of  Philadelphia. 

"Whereas,  the  employers  of  Labor,  in  trying  to  dis- 
courage organization  in  the  mills  and  shops,  invariably  dis- 
criminate and  often  dismiss  its  most  active  members, 
especially  if  they  are  on  shop  committees,  therefore  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  this  Convention  go  on  record  in  favor 
of  placing  full  power  in  the  hands  of  each  individual  officer, 
member  of  the  Executive  Council  or  Emergency  Committee, 
to  call  for  a  suspension  of  work  in  any  shop  if  any  of  the 
above  named  officials  deem  it  expedient  after  a  careful  in- 
vestigation on  their  part  in  cases  of  discrimination  only,  pro- 
vided, however,  the  said  shop  has  the  endorsement  of  the 
Local  Union  and  that  the  members  in  the  affected  shop  shall 
become  beneficial  according  to  the  by-laws  of  our  Interna- 
tional Union ;  be  it  further 

"Resolved,  That  where  there  are  two  officers  in  a  dis- 
trict, such  as  President  and  First  Vice-President  and  Second 
Vice-President,  the  highest  in  rank  will  have  the  power  to  en- 
dorse. And  in  the  case  of  the  Executive  Council  or  Emer- 
gency Committee  where  there  are  two  or  more  members  in 
one  district,  the  one  that  has  been  in  the  Council  of  the 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America  the  longest  period  of 
time  shall  have  the  power  to  endorse. 

"(Signed)    Samuel  Bressler. 

Thomas  Lafferty. 
Jacob  Parlemax. 
John  Murphy 
Thomas  Russell."' 


Mr.  President  and  Delegates,  the  Committee  recommends  non- 
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concurrence,  and  I  move  that  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee be  concurred  in. 
Motion  seconded. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  motion ;  are  you  ready 
for  the  question  ? 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia):  Do  I  understand 
from  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  that  they  do  not  be- 
lieve it  is  wise  to  have  power  vested  in  a  member  of  the  official 
staff  in  emergency  to  call  an  immediate  strike;  is  that  the  idea? 
I  would  like  to  hear  from  the  Chairman  of  that  Committee. 

The  question  was  discussed  by  Delegates  Powers,^  Bressler, 
Parleman  and  Wilkinson. 

Chairman  McKoskey  :  We  had  a  thorough  discussion  on  this 
question  and  the  members  of  the  Committee  feel  as  though  the 
resolution  is  somewhat  superfluous,  that  the  present  law  govern- 
ing those  matters  is  amply  sufficient  to  take  care  of  all  of  those 
cases,  if  complied  with  properly,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  the 
Committee  recommends  non-concurrence  in  the  resolution.  The 
question  the  delegate  asked  in  regard  to  vesting  the  power  to  call 
strikes  into  the  hands  of  any  one  particular  officer  or  two  particu- 
lar officers  as  members  of  the  Committee,  that  is  one  of  the  rea- 
sons why  I  believe  the  resolution  should  be  non-concurred  in,  be- 
cause the  delegates  should  also  realize  that  by  placing  too  much 
power  in  one  or  two  men's  hands  where  they  would  have  the 
power  to  endorse,  they  also  would  have  the  same  power  not  to 
endorse,  and  where  I  believe  the  intention  of  the  resolution,  and 
the  drawer  up  of  the  resolution  had  the  idea  that  it  may  mean  the 
quicker  ndorsement,  it  dos  not  necessarily  follow,  and  we  feel  as 
though  the  present  law  is  amply  adequate  to  take  care  of  that 
condition  mentioned  in  the  resolution. 

At  various  Conventions  I  have  attended  resolutions  of  that  na- 
ture have  come  up  and  after  argument  pro  and  con  all  along  the 
line,  each  one  of  them  resolved  itself  into  the  present  law  as  it 
now  stands,  and  the  Committee  feels  the  present  law  is  amply  ade- 
quate to  take  care  of  the  case  and  needs  no  change. 

Chairman  Walker:  The  question  on  the  motion  is  that  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  to  non-concur  in  the  report  be 
adopted.  All  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  manifest  by  saying 
"aye" ;  contrary,  "no".    It  seems  to  be  carried.    It  is  carried. 

Delegate  Hanley  (Local  1026,  Lowell)  :  I  move  we  ad- 
journ. 

Motion  seconded. 

President  Golden  :  All  in  favor  of  the  motion  signify  by  say- 
ing "aye" ;  those  opposed,  "no."   It  is  a  unanimous  vote. 

The  Convention  stands  adjourned  till  Thursday,  October  19th, 
1916,  at  9:00  A.  M. 
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FOURTH  SESSION. 


Thursday  Morning,  October  19,  1916. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  President  Golden  at  9.10 
A.  M. 

President  Golden  :  The  Convention  will  come  to  order  and 
the  Secretary  will  call  the  roll. 

Secretary  Conboy  called  the  roll.  All  delegates  present. 

Delegate  Jennard  (Local  486,  Pawtucket)  :  The  Committee 
on  Legislation  is  ready  to  report. 

I  wish  to  report  Resoution  Number  17,  introduced  by  Delegate 
Edward  Laherty,  Local  Union  946,  Brooklyn. 

resolution  on  prison-made  mats. 

"Whereas,  The  mat-making  industry  of  the  United 
States  is  forced  to  compete  against  the  convict-made  mats  of 
Trenton,  N.  J.,  and  Baltimore,  Md.,  and 

"Whereas,  There  is  a  Bill  before  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  known  as  the  Booher  Bill,  prohibiting  the  ship- 
ping of  prison-made  goods  from  one  State  to  another,  there- 
fore, be  it 

"Resolved,  That  this  Convention  go  on  record  as  being 
in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  above  bill,  and  be  it  further 

"Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  the  National  Union 
use  every  eflfort  to  have  the  same  become  a  law. 

"(Signed)  Edward  Laherty, 
Local  946,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y." 

We  also  recommend  that  our  Secretary  be  instructed  to  procure 
through  the  regular  channels  copies  of  this  bill,  and  that  the  same 
be  forwarded  to  the  respective  delegates,  and  that  they  use  their 
influence  with  their  Congressmen  and  Senators  in  urging  the  pas- 
sag  of  this  bill. 

The  Committee  concurs,  and  I  move  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
this  body  adopts  this  resolution,    (Motion  seconded.) 

President  Golden:  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee and  the  motion  for  adoption.  Are  you  ready  for  the  ques- 
tion? All  those  in  favor  will  signify  by  saying  "aye";  those  op- 
posed, "no."    The  resolution  is  adopted. 
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Delegate  Jennard  of  the  Legislation  Committee  presented  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolution  No.  19, 

Upholstery  W eavers'  Union  No.  25,  Phila  delphia,  Pa.,  submits 
the  following  resolution: 

"October  18,  1916. 

"For  the  consideration  of  the  delegates  to  the  Sixteenth 
Annual  Convention  of  the  U.  T.  W.  A. 

"Whereas,  The  principle  of  pensions  for  the  aged  is 
being  more  and  more  recognized  by  Federal,  State  and  City 
Governments  for  their  employes,  and 

"Whereas,  The  speeding  up  processes  now  largely  in 
use  in  manufacture  and  industry  tend  to  deplete  the  ener- 
gies of  the  workers  prematurely,  and 

"Whereas,  The  high  speed  and  efficiency  demanded  of 
the  wforkers  to-day,  along  with  the  improvements  and  in- 
vention in  machinery  going  on  all  -the  time,  increases  the  num- 
ber of  workers,  thereby  enabling  the  employer  to  select  those 
from  amongst  the  workers  who  seem  best  able  to  meet  the 
tests  of  modern  industry,  leaving  large  numbers  of  the  work- 
ers without  employment  except  in  cases  of  extreme  demands 
for  products,  therefore,  be  it 

"Resolved.  That  the  principle  of  old  age  pensions  be 
applied  by  law  to  the  workers  of  the  United  States  after  a 
certain  age  (to  be  determined  on)  has  been  reached,  and  that 
the  principle  of  the  inheritance  and  income  tax  be  extended 
to  meet  the  needs  of  an  old  age  pension  law. 

"(Signed)  Tobias  Hall. 

George  Creech. 
Samuel  Greer/' 

Mr.  President,  the  Comnaittee  concurs  in  this  resolution  and  I 
move  that  we  concur  in  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee. 
Motion  seconded. 

President  Golden:  You.  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee and  the  motion  to  adopt  the  resolution.  Are  you  ready  for 
the  question  ? 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  This  resolution 
comes  from  our  delegation.  I  don't  want  to  take  up  much  of  your 
time,  because  we  believe  there  will  be  no  opposition  to  this  resolu- 
tion. This  delegation  here  is  composed  principally  of  young  men. 
We  know  that  they  are  wide  awake  young  men  and  we  know  they 
can  see  that  when  the  old  days  arrive,  unless  we  provide  an  old 
age  pension,  sooner  or  later  it  will  be  a  pretty  hard  job  for  them 
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to  subsist  later  on  in  life,  and  that  is  why  we  introduce  this  resolu- 
tion, to  prepare  a  way  to  at  least  let  the  present  generation  die 
gracefully,  and  I  hope  you  will  agree  with  that  resolution  by  giving 
who  have  no  children  especially,  die  very  ungracefully,  and  our 
intent  in  that  resolution  is  to  provide  a  way  to  at  least  die  partly 
gracefully,  and  I  hope  you  will  agree  with  that  resolution  by  giving 
it  your  vote. 

President  Golden  :  Are  you  ready  for  the  question  ?  All 
those  in  favor  of  adopting  the  resolution  will  signify  by  saying 
"aye" ;  those  opposed,  "no."  It  is  a  unanimous  vote. 

Delegate  Jenxard  (Local  486,  Pawtucket)  :  That  is  all  the 
resolutions  we  have  go^:  so  far. 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  (Presenting 
report  of  Organization  Committee.) 

Resolution  No.  18. 
''Resolved,  That  the  undersigned  delegates  to  this 
Convention  from  Locals  943,  787,  771,  947  and  944  of  May- 
nard,  Mass.,  ask  the  Committee  on  Organization  to  recom- 
mend to  this  Convention  the  advisability  of  organizing  the 
rsills  of  the  American  Woolen  Company,  which  are  unor- 
ganized. 

"(Signed)  Joseph  Parkin. 

Thomas  A.  Breck. 
Mary  Driscoll. 
Katherine  Lyons. 
Alfred  Hautamaki.^' 

^    The  Committee  concurs  in  this  and  refers  it  to  the  Executive 
Committee  with  full  power  to  act. 

President  Golden  :    You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee.   What  is  your  pleasure? 

Delegate  McNulty  (Local  957,  Philadelphia)  :  I  move  the 
adoption  of  the  report. 

Motion  seconded  and  adopted.  , 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia):    We  have 
another  resolution.    Resolution  No.  16. 

Introduced  by  Delegate  Nathan  Wainess  of  Local  Union  1042, 
Brooklyn. 

''Resolved,  That  we  instruct  the  office  and  give  same 
full  power  to  use  its  moral  influence  and  financial  sources  to 
the  full  extent  in  organizing  all  branches  of  Textile  Workers 
m  Greater  New  York  and  vicinity. 

"(Signed)  Nathan  Wainess, 

Local  1042,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y." 
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The  Committee  also  agrees  with  this  resolution  and  recommends 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Presenting  report  of  the  Organiza- 
tion Committee)  : 

Resolution  No.  12. 

"Whereas,  There  is  a  pressing  necessity  to  organize  the 
different  nationalities  in  the  various  trades  of  our  Interna- 
tional, and 

"Whereas,  There  are  in  Greater  New  York  and  vicinity 
and  Philadelphia  at  least  50,000  unorganized  Textile  Work- 
ers of  the  Jewish  faith, 

"Therefore,  be  it  Resolved,  That  the  Sixteenth  Annual 
Convention  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  ex- 
press the  unanimous  desire  that  a  special  Jewish  organizer 
is  necessary,  and  we  recommend  that  a  Jewish  organizer  be 
placed  on  the  staff  of  organizers  of  the  U.  T.  W.  of  A.,  and 
that  he  be  sent  from  city  to  city  where  Jewish  Textile  Work- 
ers are  employed,  until  all  unorganized  Jewish  Textile  W^ork- 
ers  are  members  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 

"(Signed)  Barnet  Sadoff,  Local  730,  Philadelphia. 
Isaac  Russak,  Local  989,  Paterson. 
Jacob  Parleman,  Local  72,  Philadelphia. 
Nathan  Wainess,  Local  1042,  Brooklyn." 

The  Committee  concurs  in  this,  Mr.  President,  and  we  also 
recommend  that  it  be  referred  to  the  incoming  Executive  Commit- 
tee with  power  to  act. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee.  What  is  your  pleasure  ? 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia) :    Mr.  Chairman, 
I  move  it  be  concurred  in. 
Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  11 . 

"Whereas,  The  unorganized  members  of  the  Textile  In- 
dustry in  the  Mohawk  Valley  work  for  a  lower  wage  than  d6 
the  organized  members  thereof,  enabling  the  employers  of 
unorganized  Textile  Workers  to  underbid  the  employers  of 
Organized  Textile  Workers  in  the  market,  causing  the  em- 
ployers of  Organized  Labor  to  shut  down  parts  or  the  whole 
of  their  plants  very  often,  while  owners  of  unorganized  mills 
may  run  right  along,  having  been  able  to  make  a  lower  bid  for 
t]ie  market  owing  to  their  low  wage  scale. 

"Therefore,  We,  the  Textile  Council  of  Cohoes,  N,  Y.,  do 
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instruct  our  delegates  to  the  Annual  Convention  to  bring  this 
matter  before  the  delegates,  and,  further,  try  to  have  the  Con- 
vention instruct  the  incoming  Executive  Council  to  the  fol- 
lowing: That  an  earnest  endeavor  be  made  to  organize  the 
Textile  Workers  throughout  the  Mohawk  Valley. 

Signed)  John  F.  Welch. 

"Jackspinners'  Local  446,  Cohoes,  N.  Y. ;  Garment  Work- 
ers' Local  557,  Cohoes,  N.  Y. ;  Carders'  Local  520,  Cohoes, 
N.  Y. ;  Cutters  and  Press  Room  Help  Local  499,  Cohoes, 
N.  Y. ;  Winders'  Local  898,  Cohoes,  N.  Y. ;  Seamers  and 
Finishers'  Local  899,  Cohoes,  N.  Y. ;  Washers  and  Dyers' 
Local  713,  Cohoes,  N.  Y. ;  Slasher  Tenders'  Local  749,  Am- 
sterdam, N.  Y.  ' 

This  resolution,  Mr.  Chairman,  has  been  concurred  in  and  we 
also  recommend  that  it  be  referred  to  the  incoming  Executive 
Committee  to  attend  to  this  matter. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee and  its  recommendation.   What  is  your  pleasure  ? 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
move  it  take  the  same  course. 

Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  10. 

Introduced  by  Thomas  F.  McMahon,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  and 
Joseph  H.  Kiernan,  of  Providence. 

"Whereas,  Owing  to  the  many  towns  and  cities  where  we 
have  Local  Unions  and  their  desire  for  closer  relation  with 
the  Organized  Movement,  and 

"Whereas,  Many  of  the  officers  of  these  Local  Unions 
have  expressed  a  desire  that  a  Certificate  or  Charter  of  Affilia- 
tion should  be  issued  to  Textile  Councils. 

"Be  IT  Resolved,  That  we,  the  delegates  to  this  Sixteenth 
Annual  Convention,  instruct  our  International  Officers  to  issue 
an  official  charter  somewhat  on  the  lines  of  our  local  charter, 
but  to  cover  State  Textile  Councils,  also  city  and  town  Tex- 
tile Councils,  and  that  the  cost  of  these  charters  shall  be  $5.00. 

"(Signed)  Thomas  F.  McMahon, 

Delegate  from  No.  955. 

Joseph  H.  Kiernan, 

Delegate  from  No.  505." 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  Committee  went  into  a  discussion  on  this 
resolution,  and,  of  course,  we  can  see  what  the  meaning  of  it  is. 
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It  is  to  bring  the  Locals  togetlier  and  in  a  sort  of  a  separate  body 
where  there  will  be  more  cohesion. 

The  Committee  concurs  in  the  resolution  and  also  recommends 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  incoming  Executive  Council  for  their 
consideration. 

President  Golden:    You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee and  their  recommendation.   What  is  your  pleasure? 

Delegate  McDonnell:    I  move  that  we  adopt  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee. 

Motion  seconded.  ■ 

President  Golden  :    It  has  been  regularly  moved  and  sec- 
onded that  we  adopt  the  resolution. 

Delegate  McMahon  (Local  955,  Lowell)  :  The  main  reason 
why  I  presented  this  resolution  with  my  colleague  and  Brother 
was  that  being  placed  in  the  New  England  Textile  Center  and 
knowing,  as  many  of  you  do,  that  at  the  present  time  we  have 
Textile  Councils  existing  in  some  of  our  large  Textile  centers, 
going  among  our  workers  I  find  many  of  them  are  imbued  with 
the  spirit  of  amalgamation  with  the  American  Labor  Movement. 
Realizing  that  the  parties  have  been  antagonistic  during  the  pres- 
ent and  past  year,  and  endeavoring  at  all  times  to  permit  discord, 
and  having  worked  during  the  past  two  or  three  months  in  the  city 
of  Fall  River.  I  realize  myself  that  the  duty  devolves  upon  the  men 
whom  you  place  as  organizers  in  the  field  that  something  should 
be  done  to  place  before  the  Textile  Workers  more  clearly  and 
definitely  that  the  United  Textile  Workers  is  a  legitimate  inter-  ' 
national  organization,  affiliated  with  the  American  Labor  Move- 
ment, being  one  in  whose  bosom  no  personal  rancor  dwells,  im- 
buefi  with  one  spirit,  and  that  spirit  to  keep  alive  the  American 
Labor  Movement,  the  true  movement,  I  felt  that  a  resolution  along 
these  lines,  placing  a  sort  of  affiliation  of  our  organization  with  our 
International  in  those  New  England  centers  would  give  our  work- 
ers up  there  something  to  call  them  to  duty  when  they  would  meet, 
particularly  now,  as  we  have  got  four  Local  Unions  in  the  city  of 
Fall  River  affiliated  with  this  organization,  whose  total  member- 
ship, with  the  per  capita  tax  at  present  paid,  is  greater  than  we 
have  ever  received  during  the  history  of  the  International  from 
the  city  of  Fall  River  at  any  time  since  the  inception  or  formation 
of  our  International  organization. 

Going  as  we  are,  into  the  other  cities,  and  having  our  city  of 
Lowell  where  it  is,  where  there  are  thirteen  or  fourteen  Local 
Unions,  going  into  the  city  of  Lawrence  and  going  down  into  the 
city  of  New  Bedford  and  fighting  the  fight  against  great  odds  of 
men  who  are  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  movement,  of  men 
who  are  going  through  the  new  organizations  they  have  formed 
and  who  do  everything  they  can  to  hamper  us  in  this  field  of 
operation,  T  feel  that  the  delegates  here  should  unanimously  con- 


UNITED  TEXTILE  WORKEIJS  OF  AMERICA.  67 

sent  to  this  resolution,  and  have  those  certificates  issued  as  soon 
as  possible  for  the  good  of  the  movement  in  New  England.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

President  Golden:  The  motion  has  been  made  and  sedonded 
to  adopt  this  resolution.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  All 
those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  signify  by  saying  **aye" ;  those 
opposed,  ''no."   It  is  a  unanimousi  vote  and  the  motion  is  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Organization,  j' 

Resolution  No.  5,: 
Introduced  by  Seci-etary  Pro 't^m.  John  J.  Breen. 
Motion  made  and  carried  protesting  against  the  granting  of  a 
charter  to  the  French  Cloth  Weavers  of  Philadelphia. 

(Signed)  John  J.  Breen, 
Local  Union  72,  Phiadelphia. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  fellow  delegates,  I  took  occasion  to  express 
my  views  in  front  of  the  Committee  on  Organization  in  regard  to 
this  resolution.  Local  No.  72  I  visit  occasionally  and  last  week  I 
visited  these  men  where  they  are  located,  in  the  outskirts  of  Phil- 
adelphia, and  I  might  say  what  is  commonly  known  by  the  name 
of  Frankford.  I  went  up  there  to  go  with  some  other  of  our 
members  of  No.  72,  and  we  talked  to  these  men  and  showed  them 
the  necessity  of  coming  into  the  broad  rnovement.  I  want  to  say 
that  these  men,  although  thrifty,  still  they  believe  in  holding,  you 
might  say,  along  sectional  lines,  and  that,  Mr.  President,  is  some- 
thing that  we  have  been  trying  to  get  away  from  here  in  the 
United  States  of  America.  It  is  a  curse.  This  is  a  cosmopolitan 
nation ;  we  are  here  from  all  parts  of  the  world  and  we  are  here 
assimilating  every  day.  That  is  what  we  want.  We  don't  want 
to*  be  cut  into  parts  or  have  our  movement  cut  into  parts.  We 
have  seen  the  evil  work  of  the  secessionists  in  Philadelphia,  and 
we  have  seen  what  these  rival  organizations  can  do  to  the  organi- 
zation that  is  really  responsible  for  the  condition  of  the  Weavers 
in  Local  72,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  which  is  a  parent  or- 
ganization and  a  very  old  one.  They  have  been  going  along  some- 
times, to  my  knowledge,  with  a  membership  of  about  50  weavers, 
and  they  tell  me  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  there  are  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  12,000  cloth  weavers.  There  is  penty  of  room  in  Local 
72  and  Local  72  is  very  well  able  to  care  for  any  weavers  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  or  vicinity,  so  the  Committee  concurs  heart- 
ily in  this  resolution  to  grant  these  people  no  charter. 

Delegate  McNulty  (Local  957,  Philadelphia)  :  I  move  you, 
Mr.  President,  that  the  concurrence  in  this  resolution  be  agreed  to. 
Motion  seconded. 

First  Vice-President  Walker,  Delegates  Bressler,  Parleman. 
Thomas,  Lafferty,  Russak,  Greer.  McNulty,  Hall,  Wainess,  Hau- 
tamaki,  Bottomly,  and  McKosky  discussed  the  motion  at  length. 
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Delegate  McKosky:  I  would  like  to  amend  the  motion  to 
refer  it  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Delegate  McMulty  (Local  957,  Philadelphia) :  As  the  mover 
of  the  motion  I  will  accept  Brother  McKosky's  amendment. 
Amendment  seconded. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  motion  and  the 
amendment  that  the  whole  subject  matter  be  referred  to  the  in- 
coming Executive  Council. 

Delegates  Bressler,  McDonnell  and  Reagan  discussed  the  amend- 
ment. 

President  Golden  :  The  previous  question  having  been  called 
for  the  question  now  recurs  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee as  amended.  All  in  favor  of  the  recommendation  that  the 
whole  subject  matter  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive 
Committee  signify  by  saying  "aye" ;  those  opposed,  "no."  The 
ayes  seem  to  have  it.   The  ayes  have  it  and  so  ordered. 

Delegate  Marion:  (Presenting  Report  of  Committee  on  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer Conboy's  Report.) 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  SECRETARY-TREAS- 
URER CONBOY'S  REPORT. 
*'Mr.  President  and  Fellow  Delegates : 

"We,  the  Committee  on  Secretary-Treasurer's  report  for  the 
fiscal  year  beg  to  report  that  we  have  gone  over  the  documents 
submitted  by  her  very  carefully  and  find  it  brief  and  to  the  point. 
In  one  part  of  her  report  she  said,  'How  I  have  conserved  the 
trust  reposed  in  me,  I  shall  leave  for  the  delegates  of  this  Con- 
vention to  decide.' 

"Your  Committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  Secretary-Treasurer 
Conboy  has  given  a  splendid  account  of  her  stewardship  and  we 
commend  her  very  highly  for  the  able  and  efficient  manner  in 
which  she  has  done  her  work  in  the  year  just  brought  to  a  close. 

"It  is  with  regret  that  we  notice  in  a  part  of  her  report  that 
a  few  Local  Unions  seceded,  but  we  hope  in  due  time  they  will  see 
the  error  of  their  ways  and  return  to  the  legitimate  Trade  Union 
Movement. 

"We  also  notice  that  Secretary-Treasurer  Conboy  had  several 
calls  here  and  there  to  address  meetings,  some  of  which  must 
mean  a  good  deal  of  extra  work  for  her,  and  we  are  of  the  opinion 
that  she  should  not  be  called  on  to  take  these  long  journeys,  which 
necessitate  her  being  away  from  the  office  for  any  length  of  time. 

"In  conclusion,  your  Committee  is  unanimous  in  the  opinion 
that  the  work  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  has  been  performed 
in  a  good  and  efficient  manner  and  your  Committee  would  rec 
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ommend  to  the  delegates  to  this  Convention  that  she  be  extended 
a  vote  of  thanks  for  services  well  done. 

"(Signed)  James  Starr. 

Frank  A.  Marion. 
John  H.  Geraghty. 
Mary  Jones. 
John  Hanley." 

President  Golden  :■  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Secretary-Treasurer's  Report  and  its  recommenda- 
tion.   What  is  your  pleasure?  ^ 

Delegate  Le. Claire  (Local  734,  Lowell)  :  I  rise  to  make  a  mo- 
tion that  the  Committee's  report  be  accepted  and  a  rising  vote  of 
thanks  be  given  to  Secretary-Treasurer  Conboy. 

Motiort  seconded. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question?  All  those  in  favor  will  signify  by  rising. 
It  is  a  unanimous  vote. 

Secretary  Conboy;  Mr.  Chairman  and  Brother  Delegates,  I 
deeply  appreciate  what  I  consider  the  great  honor  you  have  con- 
ferred upon  me  by  giving  me  a  rising  vote  of  thanks,  but  I  do  want 
you  to  know  this,  that  whatever  work  I  may  have  done  during  the 
past  year,  and  whatever  work  has  been  accomplished  during  the  - 
past  year  has  been  a  labor  of  love  for  our  National  Organization, 
and  I  have  only  done  my  duty.  I  am  glad  to  know  to-day  that  the 
work  performed  has  been  of  a  character  that  it  has  been  satisfac- 
tory to  the  delegates  to  this  National  Convention.  (Applause.) 

Delegate  Marion  (Local  760,  Pompton  Lakes)  :    This  is  a 
suggestion  or  recommendation  by  the  Secretary-Treasurer : 

"There  are  several  recommendations  I  wish  to  submit 
for  the  consideration  of  the  delegates  to  this  Convention, 
which  I  feel  will  tend  toward  a  still  better  and  more  up-to- 
date  method  of  conducting  the  business  between  the  General 
Office  and  the  Local  Unions. 

"I  find  that  the  stamp  system  under  which  we  are  now 
working  can  scarcely  be  considered  as  any  system  at  all,  and 
would  therefore  recommend  that  a  law  be  written  into  our 
constitution,  changing  our  present  stamp  system  into  one 
whereby  the  International  Union  would  only  issue  stamps  in 
receipts  equivalent  to  the  number  of  members  upon  whom 
per  capita  was  paid  each  month.  I  find  that  this  system  is  in 
operation  in  most  of  the  International  Unions  who  do  busi- 
ness under  the  stamp  system,  and  I  fully  believe  there  will  be 
little  difficulty  in  our  Executive  Council  perfecting  this  sys- 
tem. 

"This  would  not  interfere  with  supplying  Local  Unions 
with  weekly  stamps  as  at  present." 
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The  Committee's  report  on  that  suggestion  is  that  we  endorse 
the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  and  jecommend 
the  adoption  of  the  per  capita  stamp  system.  Do  you  want  to 
take  them  up  separately? 

President  Golden  :  Yes.  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the 
Committee  adopting  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary-Treas- 
urer.  What  is  your  pleasure? 

Secretary  Conboy:  One  of  the  reasons  that  1  put  in  that 
recommendation  is  this:  We  have  a  stamp  system  which  is,  to 
my  mind,  as  I  said  in  the  recommendation,  no  system  at  all.  We 
sell  stamps,  weekly  stamps,  by  the  thousands,  but  there  is  no 
member  in  our  International  Union  today  who  can  say  or  have 
anything  to  show  that  their  per  capita  tax  has  been  paid  to  the 
International  office.  I,  therefore,  would  approve  of  a  per  capita 
tax  stamp  to  be  supplied  without  cost  to  the  Unions  paying  per 
capita  tax.  For  instance,  if  the  Secretary  paid  tax  on  two  hun- 
dred members  he  must  get  200  per  capita  tax  stamps  to  be  placed 
in  the  books  of  those  members.  Those  stamps  must  be  marked 
April,  May,  June,  July,  as  they  come  along,  so  that  you  could  not 
put  a  May  in  June,  neither  could  you  put  a  June  stamp  in  May. 
and  I  believe  that  would  insure  safety  to  our  members  in  know- 
ing that  their  per  capita  tax  was  paid  to  the  International  Union. 
■  I  have  investigated  a  number  of  the  National  Unions  who  use 
a  stamp  system,  and  that  is  the  system  that  is  invariably  carried 
out. 

I  also  recommend  it  for  another  reason,  and  that  other  reason 
is  that  on  several  occasions  during  the  year,  the  membersV  names 
have  come  into  the  office  for  benefits,  strike  benefits,  and  one  or 
two  for  death  benefits,  and  when  we  want  to  look  them  up  we 
found  that  they  were  lapsed  members,  lapsed  during  my  term 
of  office,  and  I  was  therefore  able  to  prove  that  they  were  lapsed 
members.  They  had  evidently  been  reinstated  in  their  T.ocal 
Union,  but  the  Secretary  had  failed  to  notify  the  National  Union. 
The  Secretary  took  the  stand  that  they  were  paying  tax  on  that 
member.  I  took  the  stand  that  they  had  never  been  re-instated 
in  the  International  Union,  and  produced  all  of  the  correspondence 
during  that  period  of  time  and  we  found  that  the  members  had 
not  been  reinstated.  Therefore,  we  could  not  pay  strike  pay  to 
that  member,  and  so  it  is  for  the  safety  of  our  members,  as  well 
as  for  the  protection  of  the  International  Union,  that  I  recommend 
that  the  stamp  system  be  used,  providing  a  monthy  per  capita  tax 
stamp.  This  will  be  issued  from  the  National  office  free  of  charge, 
and  will  be  sent  to  the  secretaries  for  all  members  on  whom  tax 
has  been  paid. 

Delegate  Powers:  (Local  486,  Pawtucket)  :  Is  there  a  motion 
before  the  house? 

President  Golden  :  Yes,  they  move  that  the  recommendation 
be  adopted. 
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Delegate  Clement  (Local  687,  Brooklyn)  :  I  move  you  that 
the  report  of  the  Committee  be  received  and  the  action  concurred 
in. 

'  Motion  seconded.  ' 

President  Golden:  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question  ? 

Delegate  Powers  (Local  486,  Pawtucket,  R.  L)  :  T  have  al- 
ways been  deeply  interested  in  the  tax  question  in  connection  with 
this  and  I  believe  the  subject  is  worthy  of  deep  consideration. 

President  Golden  :  The  motion  is  being  called  for.  All  thOvSe 
in  favor  of  the  motion  will  manifest  by  saying  "aye" ;  contrary, 
•'no."    The  ayes  have  it.    It  is  almost  a  unanimous  vote. 

Delegate  Clement  (Local  687,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. )  :  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, I  would  like  to  know  what  motion  you  just  voted  on. 

President  Golden  :    On  your  motion. 

Delegate  Clement  (Local  687,  Brooklyn)  :  On  the  motion 
to  adopt  the  recommendation? 

President  Golden:  Yes. 

JDelegate  Marion  (Local  760,  Pompton  Lakes)  :  Here  is  an- 
other recommendation  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  which  I  will 
read. 

"I  also  find  that  our  filing  system  is  very  much  handicapped 
from  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of  our  Local  Unions  use  dif- 
ferent forms  of  letter  heads,  with  little  or  no  uniformity  in  size, 
while  some  of  our  Local  Unions  use  nothing  but  the  common  size 
writing  paper.  I  find  that  most  of  the  large  International  Unions 
have  a  law  calling  for  the  use  of  a  uniform  letterhead  and  envelope 
supplied  to  the  Local  Union  from  the  International  Headquarters 
at  a  rate  which  is  very  little  above  cost  price. 

''This  would  also  insure  having  the  local  letterlieads  printecl 
on  Union-made  paper,  similar  to  that  used  by  the  International 
Office. 

"I  would,  therefore,  recommend  that  this  Convention  instruct 
the  International  Officers  to  enforce  this  universal  system  of  let- 
terheads as  soon  as  possible." 

The  recommendation  of  your  Committee  is  that  we  endorse 
the  recommendation  of  the.  Secretary-Treasurer  in  regard  to  the 
uniform  letterheads  so  as  to  facilitate  the  work  of  the  General 
Office,  and  Mr.  President,  I  move  you  that  the  recommendation 
of  the  Committee  be  concurred  in. 

Motion  seconded. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  motion  of  the  Com- 
inittee  to  adopt  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer. 
Are  you  ready  for  the  question  ?   All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion 
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will  signify  by  saying  "aye" ;  opposed,  "no."  It  is  a  unanimous 
vote  and  the  motion  is  adopted. 

Delegate  Marion  (Local  760,  Pompton  Lakes)  :  We  hare 
one  more  recommendation  or  a  suggestion  from  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer.  (Reading) : 

"I  would  recommend  that  careful  consideration  be  given  by 
this  Convention  to  the  subject  matter  of  payment  of  death 
benefits. 

"Under  our  present  system  I  find  absolutely  no  provision 
against  the  enrollment  of  new  members  as  far  as  their  health 
conditions  obtain  at  the  time  of  admission  into  our  organiza- 
tion. 

"For  instance,  there  is  no  safeguard  or  means  of  knowing 
whether  a  new  member  coming  under  death  benefits  in  twelve  . 
months  is  suffering  under  some  serious  or  fatal  disease  or 
ailment  at  the  time  of  admission. 

"Neither  is  there  any  age  limit  governing  the  death  benefit. 
A  person  sixty-seven  years  of  age  or  over  comes  in  just  as  a 
person  twenty  years  of  age.  No  other  National  Union  in  the 
country  would  attempt  to  conduct  their  death  benefit  system 
under  such  an  unbusinesslike,  impractical  system ;  all  the  In- 
ternational Unions  I  have  investigated  have  both  age  limits 
and  a  system  of  knowing  that  the  new  members  coming  under 
this  benefit  are  at  least  in  a  reasonably  fair  state  of  health  at 
the  time  of  admission.  Many  of  them  also  have  special  assess- 
ments to  cover  death  benefits. 

"While  I  have  some  suggestions  in  mind  regarding  this  sub- 
ject, I  have  not  any  fixed  plan  in  view,  but  I  believe  that  by  a 
thorough  discussion  and  proper  consideration  on  this  impor- 
tant subject,  either  by  this  Convention  or  our  Executive 
Council,  would  be  the  means  of  bringing  about  a  better  and 
more  practical  system  of  payment  of  death  benefits. 

"With  the  heavy  financial  drain  on  our  resources  for  death 
benefits,  as  is  shown  by  the  report  on  this  matter,  we  cannot 
afford  to  allow  ourselves  to  continue  the  present  impossible 
system." 

Your  Committee  recommends  that  the  matter  of  a  system  of 
death  benefits  be  referred  to  the  incoming  Executive  Council  for 
their  consideration.  Your  Committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  the 
Executive  Committee  should  adopt  some  plan  and  the  matter  be 
referred  to  the  different  Locals  for  a  referendum  vote  on  the  sys- 
tem that  we  might  be  able  to  adopt.  The  Committee  recommends 
concurrence  in  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee.  (Motion 
to  adopt  moved  and  seconded.) 

PRi<:sii)i<:N'r  Golden:    You  have  heard  the  recommendation  of 
your  Committee.    Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

\))<:lk(;atk  Stakr  (Local  678,  Paterson)  :   This  is  also  a  matter, 
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Mr.  Chairman  and  fellow  delegates,  that  requires  a  great  deal  of  * 
thought  and  consideration.   The  Committee  in  the  short  time  we 
met  on  this  matter,  of  course,  has  been  talking  the  matter  over, 
but  we  could  not  hit  upon  any  plan  whereby  we  might  be  able  to 
improve  on  what  we  have  had ;  that  is,  to  our  satisfaction. 

As  it  is  a  matter  that  requires  a  lot  of  consideration,  and  the 
majority  consent  of  the  members  of  the  organization,  we  thought 
it  would  be  wise  at  this  time  to  have  this  matter  referred  to  the 
incoming  Executive  Council,  they  to  go  over  the  matter  fully  and 
sift  it  out  thoroughly,  bringing  out  a  plan  that,  in  their  judgment, 
would  cover  this  plan,  and  in  turn,  after  they  had  submitted  their 
plan,  to  send  it  out  to  the  different  Locals  for  a  referendum  vote, 
on  the  proposition,  whatever  it  might,  and  then  have  the  matter 
taken  up  at  our  next  Convention.  We  felt  that  was  the  best 
way  to  handle  it. 

President  Golden:    You  have  heard  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  As  I  understand 
the  proposition,  Mr.  President,  there  will  not  be  any  action  taken 
until  the  next  Convention.    Is  that  right.  Brother  Starr? 

Delegate  Starr  (Local  678,  Paterson) :  We  are  of  the  opinion 
that  it  should  be  sent  to  the  Executive  Council,  and  they  in  turn 
sit  down  and  deliberate  and  determine  what  they  think  is  the  best 
plan,  and  then  have  a  referendum  vote  of  the  members  of  the  dif- 
ferent Locals.  At  our  next  Convention  we  could  then  adopt  some 
plan  whereby  you  would  be  able  to  get  around  this  thing. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  That  would  be  all 
right.  I  was  going  to  oppose  it,  but  as  long  as  that  is  going  to  be 
the  rule  I  have  nothing  to  say  against  it,  Mr.  President. 

Delegate  Starr  (Local  678,  Paterson)  :  Of  course  it  is  up  to 
the  delegates  here  as  to  what  they  want  to  do  regarding  the  mat- 
ter. Of  course,  if  the  members  see  fit  after  this  referendum  vote 
has  been  taken,  if  the  majority  votes  on  the  proposition,  why  if 
the  members  of  the  Convention  see  fit,  the  Convention  here  to-day- 
can  legislate  so  that  the  matter  will  go  into  effect  from  that  time. 

President  Golden  :  Providing  you  get  a  majority  on  the  ref- 
erendum, vote.  You  have  heard  the  motion ;  are  you  ready  for  the 
question?  All  those  in  favor  will  signify  by  saying  "aye";  con- 
trary, "no."   It  is  a  unanimous  vote  and  the  motion  is  adopted. 

Delegate  Marion  (Local  760,  Pompton  Lakes,  N.  J.)  :  This 
is  the  last  recommendation  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer: 

(Reporting  for  the  Committee  on  Secretary-Treasurer's  Re- 
port.) 

(Reading.) 

BONDING  LOCAL  TREASURERS. 
"I  would  recommend  to  this  Convention  the  passage  of  a 
law  making  it  mandatory  upon  each  Local  Union  to  bind  their 


74 


SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


.  Local  Treasurers,  those  bonds  to  be  secured  through  the  In- 
ternational headquarters.  ^ 

"This  would  accomplish  two  necessary  and  desired  pur- 
poses. First,  it  would  insure  the  safeguarding  of  iJocal 
funds,  thus  creating  a  feeling  of  security  in  the  minds  of  all 

:  our  members  that  their  funds  would  not  be  misused.  Sec- 
ondly, these  bonds  could  be  secured  at  a  much  lower  rate  by 
all  the  business  being  done  through  the  International  Union." 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee  is  that  we  endorse  the 
recommendation  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  in  regard  to  the  bond- 
.ing  of  the  officers  of  the  Local  Unions  through  the  International 
Union,  the  Locals  not  under  bond  at  the  present  time  to  be  botided 
January  1st,  1917,  and  the  others  at  the  expiration  o^  their  pres- 
ent bond. 

I  move  you  that  we  concur  in  the  recommendation  of  the  Corn- 
mittee. 

Motion  seconded. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  recommendation  and 
the  motion.    Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

Delegate  Bottomley  (Local  980,  Paterson)  :  Some  Locals 
have  it  done  through  personal  friends,  and  I  think  it  will  kind  of 
conflict  if  we  make  it  obligatory.  Of  course,  if  the  Convention 
thinks  it  is  wise,  and  they  have  taken  that  into  consideration,  it  is 
up  to  you,  but  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  go  a  little  slow  with  this 
matter.  If  the  Convention  are  of  the  same  opinion,  I  think  it  would 
be  well  to  refer  this  proposition  to  the  Executive  Board  and  leave 
it  in  their  hands  to  settle  the  question  in  connection  with  Locals 
that  are  so  situated  that  they  would  not  care  to  adop  it  perhaps, 
and  the  delegates  here  would  not  like  to  vote  on  that.  I  believe 
it  would  be  a  good  idea  to  go  a  little  slow  in  ths  matter. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
hope  this  Convention  will  concur  in  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee.  It  is  the  custom  in  all  well  regulated  organizations  that 
their  fiscal  officers  are  bonded,  and  in  bonding  their  fiscal  officers 
they  do  not  need  to  call  on  any  friend  because  the  organization 
pays  the  bonding  fee,  and  to  defer  action,  or  to  let  some  personal 
friends  go  on  the  party's  bond,  I  think  would  be  bad  business. 

If  it  was  up  to  me  to  decide  it,  I  would  not  allow  a  personal 
friend  to  go  on  my  bond,  because  I  would  be  under  an  obligation 
to  this  personal  friend,  so  I  hope  this  Convention  will  go  on  record 
concurring  in  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee. 

Secretary  Conboy  :  Just  a  minute.  I  want  to  explain  the 
bonding  system  for  the  benefit  of  Brother  Bottomley,  who  does 
not  seem  to  understand  it.  I  believe  it  is  the  best  recommenda- 
tion that  has  been  brought  into  this  Convention  since  wc  convened 
on  Monday  morning. 

We  have  had  in  the  past  Secretaries  and  Treasurers  who  have 
made  their  own  of  the  money  of  the  members.   We  have  had  two 
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instances  where  the  Unions  would  not  prosecute  on  account  of 
friendly  feelings.  This  Convention  went  on  record  last*  year 
that  your  National  Secretary-Terasurer  should  be  bonded,  If 
you  are  going  to  bond  me  to  take  care  of  your  money,  we  have 
an  equal  right  to  see  that  your  Treasurers  are  bonded  to  conserve 
the  funds  of  the  members  of  our  International  Union,  and  I,  there- 
fore, presented  that  recommendation  to  this  Convention,  feehng 
that  i.t  not  only  will  give  all  of  our  members  a  feeling  of  perfect 
safety  that  their  money  is  being  conserved ;  that  it  cannot  be  tied 
up  by  any  radical  ijiembers  of  your  organization,  who  feel  that 
because  they  have  paid  in  a  few  nickels  and  dimes  that  they  can 
tie  it  up,  and  they  can  also  be  conserved  from  the  temptation  which 
sometimes  come  to  people  who  handle  many  hundreds  of  dollars. 

President  Golden  :  I  would  just  like  to  make  this  explana- 
tion :  This  was  an  act  of  the  Convention  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  about  three  years  ago.  The  surety  companies 
were  charging  different  prices  at  that  time,  and  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  adopted  a  resolution,  not  compulsory,  but  one 
of  the  largest  surety  companies  in  the  country  made  a  proposi- 
tion that  if  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  would  act  as  the 
intermediary,' taking  no  responsibility,  of  course,,  but  it  meant  if  a 
certain  volume  of  business  could  be  assured,  that  they  would  issue 
bonds  at  a  considerably  reduced  rate,  at  a  rate  that  would  not 
make  it  possible  to  secure  by  doing  a  small  amount  of  business. 
It 'is  a  straight  out  and  out  business  proposition.  Outside  of  the 
protection  of  the  Local  Union  funds,  it  is  also  a  business  proposi- 
tion, and  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  any  Local  Union  in  our  or- 
ganization that  has  not  that  much  business  acumen  about  them 
that  if  they  can  get  a  bond  of  any  reliable  guaranty  surety  com- 
pany for,  say,  $3,  where  they  would  be  compelled  to  pay  $5, 
whether  it  be  to  one  of  their  personal  friends,  as  Delegate  Bot- 
tomley  raised  the  point,  or  whether  it  be  to  some  other  surety 
company,  if  they  can  get  the  bonds  just  as  secure  at  a  reduced 
rate,  why  it  is  a  business  proposition  for  that  Local  Union  to  do 
business  in  that  way,  in  order  to  conserve  the  funds  of  their  or- 
ganization in  its  expenditures,  and,  consequently,  that  being  the 
fact,  the  International  Unions  that  are  not  large  enough,  the  very 
large  ones  may  do  that  volume  of  business,  but  most  of  the  In- 
ternational Unions,  whose  officers  I  have  mentioned,  of  our  size 
and  larger ;  when  they  get  up  to  two,  three  or  four  hundred,  that 
is 'a  different  proposition:  but  they  have  practically  all  adopted 
it,  and  we  feel  that  we  ought  to  present  that  business  proposi- 
tion to  this  Convention  so  we  can  have  our  Local  Unions  adopt 
the  same  business  proposition. 

Delegate  Li m per  (Local  949,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  President, 
I  just  wanted  to  inform  the  Delegates  that  my  Local  Union  is  affil- 
iated with  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  at  the  rate  of  $2.50 
for  each  officer.  T  would  like  to  know  in  connection  with  this 
proposition  that  was  put  in  to-day  if  there  is  any  rate  attached  to 
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that?  Of  course,  the  American  Federation  is  $5  a  year  for  the 
Secretary. 

President  Golden  :  It  is  the  same  thing ;  that  is  what  we  are 
recommending ;  that  is  the  proposition  that  we  want. 

Delegate  Powers  (Local  486,  Pawtucket)  :  Does  it  bond  the 
office  or  the  individual  ? 

Secretary  Conboy:  It  bonds  the  office.  If  a  Treasurer  goes 
out  tonight  and  another  one  is  put  on  he  is  bonded  the  minute  he 
goes  in. 

President  Gk)LDEN :  Are  you  ready  for  the  question  ?  All 
those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  give  their  consent  by  saying 
"aye";  contrary,  "no."  The  ayes  have  it  and  it  is  a  unanimous 
vote. 

Delegate  Starr  (Local  678,  Pater  son) :  Mr.  President  that 
finishes  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Secretary-Treasurer's 
report. 

Delegate  McDonnell:  (Chairman  of  Organization  Commit- 
tee) : 

Resolution  No.  33 . 

"Whereas,  over  seven  hundred  Textile  Workers  went  on 
strike  on  August  9th,  1916,  for  a  10  per  cent,  increase  in 
wages,  in  Anderson,  S.  C. ; 

"Whereas,  The  Mill  Officials  have  taken  the  position  that 
while  admitting  they  can  afford  to  increase  the  wages,  never- 
less  not  one  nickel  will  they  give  to  those  workers  while  they 
are  members  of  the  Union ;  and, 

"Whereas,  we  believe  that  this  attitude  of  these  mill  offi- 
cials makes  it  perfectly  clear  that^their  sole  intention  is  to  de- 
stroy the  Textile  Workers'  Union  in  Anderson,  S.  C,  and, 

"Whereas,  We,  the  delegates  from  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
fully  realize  the  importance  of  winning  this  fight  in  order 
to  maintain  our  inalienable  right  to  organize : 

"Therefore,  be  it  Resolved,  That  the  delegates  to  this 
Sixteenth  Annual  Convention  go  on  record  in  favor  of  urging 
their  respective  Local  Unions  to  give  their  moral  and  financial 
support  to  the  end  that  the  strikers  of  our  Textile  Unions 
in  Anderson,  S.  C,  may  win  their  fight  for  better  wages  and 
the  right  to  belong  to  a  Trade  Union. 

"(Signed)  W.  L.  Stoner. 

A.  L.  Bradley. 

B.  L.  Monday. 

J.  H.  Humphreys." 
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Chairman  McDonnell:  Mr.  Chairman,  in  this  resolution 
the  Committee  heartily  concurs  and  refers  the  matter  to  the  in- 
coming Executive  Board  to  be  considered  at  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity, and  Mr.  Chairman,  pardon  me  for  just  about  three  mo- 
ments. In  this  resolution  it  states,  'The  fight  is  for  the  right  to 
organize,"  and  I  want  to  rnake  this  statement  that  the  employer 
that  sets  himself  up  and  says  that  employes  cannot  organize,  he 
does  not  belong  to  the  United  States.  His  place,  Mr.  Chairman, 
is  amongst  the  feudal  barons  that  crossed  over  here  a  few 
hundred  years  ago,  and  the  Executive  Council  ought  to  assist 
those  people  here.  That  is  something  that  we  have  to  waste  very 
little  time  on  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia.  We  do  not  have  to 
trouble  ourselves  with  this  very  much  as  I  might  say  for  our 
employers  that  the  organizations  are  there  so  strong  that  they 
always  recognize  us  and  so  how  do  you  do,  gentlemen.  But  in 
this  case  they  are  striking  at  the  very  life,  the  divine  rights  of  the 
workers  and  the  great  principles  of  the  people  of  America,  that 
even  don't  have  to  toil ;  they  are  told  the  story  that  the  only  solu- 
tion for  the  workers,  for  the  men  and  women  of  this  country,  is 
to  organize,  and  yet  we  find  here  men  of  large  minds,  who  do  not 
have  to  work,  but  they  have  in  their  hearts  a  feeling  for  the  work- 
ers and  they  tell  them  to  organize,  and  yet  we  find  in  this  twen- 
tieth century  employers  of  labor  who  take  the  stand  that  work- 
ers cannot  organize. 

I  cannot  use  words  strong  enough  to  condemn  an  employer  who 
thinks  this  way,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  1  do  hope  that  the  Executive 
Council  will  attend  to  this  matter  as  soon  as  possible. 

President  Golden  :  This  is  a  very  important  and  serious 
matter.  This  is  our  only  real,  big  organized  strike  that  we  have ; 
I  mean  a  strike  duly  endorsed  that  we  are  fighting,  and  I  have 
got  some  report  to  make  on  it  later.  There  is  also  a  report  in 
from  Organizer  Kelleher,  who  is  handling  the  situation,  and  I 
would  suggest  to  the  delegates  at  this  time  that  this  matter  be 
referred  to  tomorrow  morning's  session.  Of  course,  that  does 
not  interfere  with  the  acceptance  of  the  Committee's  report,  but 
tomorrow,  when  we  have  all  the  reports  in — we  have  the  report 
on  the  Anderson,  S.  C,  situation  right  up-to-date;  it  came  in 
yesterday,  and  it  is  so  important  that  it  will  need  to  be  fully  re- 
ported on  here  and  thoroughly  discussed  by  the  members,  and 
I  know  the  Knoxville  delegation  has  something  to  say  upon  it. 
Therefore,  I  would  suggest  at  this  time  in  order  to  give  proper 
consideration  to  the  matter,  if  the  delegates  have  no  objection 
to  the  acceptance  of  the  report  of  the  Organization  Committee, 
with  the  understanding  that  tomorrow  there  is  going  to  be  a  full 
report  on  the  Anderson,  S.  C,  strike. 

Delegate  Flood  (Local  552,  Cohoes,  N.  Y.) :  I  move  that  the 
report  of  the  Committee  be  accepted,  and  the  subject-matter  laid 
over  until  tomorrow  morning. 

Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 
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Delegate  Thomas:  . 

Resolution  No.  32.  ;  ; 

"Whereas,  a  long  and  bitter  controversy  existed  for  over  four 
years  between  the  Labor  Movement  of  Philadelphia  and  the 
owners  of  the  Kensington  Labor  Lyceum,  which  resulted  in  the 
Kiensington  Labor  Lyceum  being  placed  on  the  'Unfair  List/ 
and 

"Whereas,  the  attitude  of  the  United  Brewery  Workers'  Local 
Union  in  Philadelphia  was  in  our  opinion  not  in  accord  with 
the  principles  of  the  Trade  Union  Movement,  and  was  detri- 
mental to  the  best  interests  of  the  Organized  Labor  Movement  of 
Philadelphia : 

"Therefore,  be  it  Resolved,  That  the  delegates  elected  by  this 
Convention  to  the  Convention  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  be  hereby  instructed  to  bring  this  matter  to  the  attention 
of  the  officers  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  and  the 
proper  committee  assigned  to  handle  this  kind  of  subjects. 

"(Signed)  John  Thomas, 
Tobias  Hall, 
Samuel  Greer, 
'  George  Creech." 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  like  to  state  why  I  brought  this  resolu- 
tion up.  The  Brewery  Workers  in  Philadelphia  during  the  last 
eight  or  ten  years  have  been  standing  in  the  road  of  the  Textile 
Workers  and  all  Labor  Movements  in  Kensington.  There  are  a 
great  many  here  who  have  good  feelings  toward  the  Brewery 
Workers  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  have  donated  generous  sums 
at  times  to  assist  a  strike,  but  I  want  to  say  to  the  delegates  that 
that  money  to-day  would  be  far  better  in  the  treasury  of  the 
United  Brewery  Workers ;  than  ours  owing  to  the  fact  of  the 
sympathetic  strike,  the  Brewery  Workers  claim  that  their  con- 
tracts will  not  allow  them  to  come  out  in  a  sympathetic  strike 
with  the  Textile  Workers  throughout  Philadelphia.  And  also 
up  to  the  present  time — you  spoke  this  morning  about  the  Ken- 
sington Labor  Lyceum — the  Brewery  Workers'  attitude  there 
toward  the  Textile  Workers  was  that  they  served  that  association 
with  booze  right  along  during  the  strike.  Appeal  after  appeal 
had  been  made  to  the  Central  Labor  Union  to  get  the  Brewery 
Workers  to  meet  in  conference  any  committee  of  the  Central 
Lalx)r  Union  in  order  to  bring  about  a  settlement,  but  they  held 
off  for  three  years  and  disgusted  almost  every  committee  it  was 
possible  to  get.  and  continued  to  scab  out  there,  bringing  goods 
into  this  unfair  place,  and  it  was  not  until  the  National  Presi- 
dent, Mr.  (iompers,  came  in  there  that  we  could  make  those 
people  come  down  and  recognize  that  the  Kensington  Textile 
Workers  were  organized,  and  I  hope  when  our  delegates  go  to 
the  Convention  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  that  they 
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will  use  every  method  possible  to  try  to  bring  a  change  into  the 
contract  of  the  Brewery  Workers,  which  will  read  that  the  Brew- 
ery Workers  from  now  on  will  have  to  put  into  their  contract  a' 
clause  which  will  say  that  they  must  not  serve  any  "unfair"  place 
with  booze. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  resolution ;  what  is 
your  pleasure  ? 

Motion  to  adopt  the  resolution  made  and  duly  seconded. 

Delegate  Hall  made  a  lengthy  explanation  of  all  the  details'  in 

connection  with  this  controversy. 
• 

President  Golden  :  The  question  being  called  for,  all  those 
in  favor  of  adopting  the  recommendation  will  signify  by  saying 
"aye" ;  those  opposed,  "no."   It  is  a  unanimous  vote. 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Delegate  Bressler:  Reporting  for  the  Resolutions  Com- 
mittee) : 

Resolution  No.  3 . 

Introduced  by  Delegate  Samuel  Bressler,  representing  Weav- 
ers' Union,  No.  72.  of  Philadelphia. 

"Whereas,  in  the  cloth  weaving  industry  in  the  past  six  months 
or  more  the  styles,  stock  and  materials  have  changed  from  fine 
worsteds  to  woolens ;  and, 

"Whereas^  it  has  become  an  impossibility  under  existing  con- 
ditions to  operate  two  looms  to  the  weaver's  advantage  on 
woolens ;  and, 

"Whereas,  Weavers'  Union,  Local  72,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
vicinity,  have  gone  on  record  as  against  operating  two  looms  on 
woolens ;  and, 

"Whereas,  Weavers'  Union,  No.  72,  presented  their  demands 
to  all  the  employers  for  one  loom  on  wool  filling  to  go  into  effect 
on  or  before  October  2nd,  1916;  and, 

"Whereas,  the  employers  have  seen  fit  to  ignore  with  contempt 
the  demands  presented  to  them  by  Weavers'  Union,  No.  72; 
therefore,  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  this  Convention  go  on  record,  both  morally 
and  financially,  in  favor  of  a  suspension  of  work  throughout  the 
cloth  weaving  trade  in  Philadelphia  and  vicinity,  where  work  on 
wool  filling  is  established  or  being  produced ;  be  it  further  , 

"Resolved,  That  Wednesday.  November  1st,  1916,  at  10:30 
sharp,  shall  be  the  time  set  for  the  suspension  of  work,  such 
suspension  to  continue  until  the  employers  individually  or  col- 
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lectively  grant  the  demands  of  Weavers'  Union,  No.  72,  as 
presented  to  them  to  go  into  effect  October  2nd,  1916. 

** (Signed)  Samuel  Bressler, 
Thomas  Lafferty, 
Thomas  Russell, 
Jacob  Parleman, 
John  Murphy.'' 

The  Resolution  Committee  feels  that  it  is  not  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Committee  to  do  other  than  refer  this  to  the  in- 
coming Executive  Council.  I  would  like  to  recommend  that  this 
resolution  be  turned  over  to  the  incoming  Executive  Council. 

(Motion  seconded). 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman  and  fellow  delegates,  1  would  like  the 
privilege  of  explaining  for  a  few  minutes — I  won't  detain  you 
long — why  I  presented  this  resolution.  In  the  first  place,  the 
Weavers'  Union,  as  I  have  read  in  the  resolution,  have  asked  for 
the  one-loom  system  on  wool  fillings  to  go  into  effect  on  October 
2nd.  We  have  also  notified  our  International  to  that  effect,  and 
we  have  got  the  endorsement  of  the  one-loom  system  on  wool 
filling  by  our  International  Association. 

There  are  two  or  three  shops  that  have  gone  into  the  matter 
and  they  have  secured  the  one-loom  system,  or  the  one-loom  sys- 
tem has  been  established  there. 

Now  then  the  idea  is  to  convey  to  the  minds,  or  serve  notice 
to  this  delegation,  that  they  will  not  be  surprised  if  there  is  any 
action  taken  in  the  other  shops  or  if  the  incoming  Executive 
Council  takes  action  with  regard  to  bringing  the  other  shops  into 
line.  That  was  merely  the  purport  of  the  resolution  introduced, 
and  I  feel  that  by  putting  this  power  into  the  hands  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  and  serving  notice  on  the  delegation  they  will  not 
be  surprised  if  there  are  any  endorsements  coming  in  the  line  of 
taking  the  individual  shops  up  in  rotation  and  acting  on  this  prop- 
osition. 

That  is  about  all  I  have  to  say.  I  might  say,  however,  that  we 
are  trying  to  establish  the  one-loom  system ;  that  is  the  aim  of 
Local  72,  and  that  should  also  be  the  aim  of  the  delegates  through- 
out the  East  and  also  throughout  the  South. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee and  the  recommenations  for  adoption.  Are  you  ready  for 
the  queston  ? 

Delegate  Parleman  (Local  72,  Philadelphia)  :  I  am  sur- 
prised to  hear  from  Brother  Bressler  that  recommendation  to 
turn  the  matter  over  to  the  incoming  Executive  Committee. 

Delegate  Bressler  (Local  72,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  President, 
I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

President  Golden:  What  is  your  point  of  order? 
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Delegate  Bressler  (Local  72,  Philadelphia):  My  point  of 
order  is  that  it  is  not  my  recommendation ;  it  is  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Delegate  Parlem an  (Local  72,  Philadelphia):  All  right, 
but  I  am  sorry.  Brother  Bressler  is  <^ne  of  the  Committee  and 
he  knows  very  well  what  is  going  on  in  the  wool  work  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  he  must  not  be  satisfied  with  that.  He  knows  in 
Philadelphia  since  a  couple  of  months  ago  wool  fillings  came 
along  and  it  is  impossible  to  run  two  looms,  and  it  is  even  hard 
to  attend  to  one  loom,  with  the  work.  You  are  busy  all  day  to 
run  one  loom.  Some  shops  came  across  in  their  one-loom  work 
and  they  agreed  to  do  one-loom  work  on  wool  fillings.  What 
was  the  result  ?  The  other  shops  are  running  two  looms  and  the 
otjier  shops  that  came  across  and  were  running  only  one  loom, 
were  unable  to  do  it  and  they  had  to  stop.  Most  of  the  other 
looms,  I  do  not  know  what  they  are  doing,  whether  they  are  send- 
ing it  out  some  place  else,  or  letting  out  that  work,  still  they  will 
see  the  results,  what  will  happen  in  the  rest  of  the  shops. 

I  myself  work  in  a  place  where  that*place  came  across  to  the 
one-loom  job  and  more  than  half  of  the  Weavers  got  laid  ofif 
on  account  of  not  being  able  to  run  on  one  loom,  because  the 
other  places  are  running  on  two  looms  in  the  same  work. 

Therefore,  I  am  not  in  favor  of  leaving  that  in  the  hands  of 
the  Executive  Council,  because  it  will  take  too  long  for  them  to 
handle  it  and  we  will  be  obliged  to  wait  for  months,  or  many 
weeks  at  least,  for  them  to  make  their- endorsement.  We  have 
been  working  many  weeks  to  get  the  endorsement  till  we  got  it; 
I  do  not  know  whether  we  got  it  already  or  not,  and  now  they 
want  to  turn  it  over  again  to  the  Executive  Council. 

President  Golden  :  The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Res- 
olutions desires  to  make  a  statement. 

First  Vice-President  Walker:  The  reason  the  Committee 
on  Resolutions  took  that  action  is  on  account  of  Rule  XIII,  or 
Article  XIII,  Section  1.  Grievances.  ''Every  Local  Union  affil- 
iated with  this  Organization  having  any  grievance  with  their  em- 
ployers shall  first  try  to  settle  their  dispute  locally  without  re- 
sorting to  a  strike,  and  faihng  to  have  their  grievance  remedied, 
shall  notify  the  President  or  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Inter- 
national Union,  giving  the  cause  of  the  grievance  in  dispute,  what 
the  wages  are,  hours  and  conditions  of  labor,  what  advances,  if 
any,  are  sought,  what  reductions,  if  any,  are  offered.  State  the 
number  employed  and  the  number  unemployed.  The  state  of 
trade  generally  in  the  locality,  and  the  number  of  persons  in- 
volved, union  and  non-union,  and  also  the  number  of  members 
who  would  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  herein  provided  should  the 
application  be  authorized  and  approved.  The  General  Officers 
shall  have  the  power  to  summon  the  Executive  Council  or  Emer- 
gency Committee.    They  shall  inquire  into  such  grievances  and 
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if  satisfactory  evidence  is  produced,  they  shall  have  the  power  to 
order  a  strike,  and  they  shall  receive  such  benefits  as  the  general 
laws  provide,  but  under  no  circumstances  shall  any  strike  be 
recognized  that  has  not  been  authorized  or  endorsed  by  the 
Executive  Council  or  Emergency  Committee.  The  officers  will 
see  that  this  rule  is  enforced/'- 

I  might  say  in  order  to  endorse  a  request  of  that  kind  you  have 
got  to  change  that  law.  Conventions  do  not  call  strikes.  I  just 
want  to  say  further  that  every  one  of  those  shops  that  I  have  had 
the  opportunity  to  visit  have  already  stopped  running  two  looms. 
I  want  to  ask  the  Weavers'  delegation  if  that  is  not  true?  The 
Walthers  shop,  Bromley's  shop,  the  Saxonia,  and  all  those  shops 
have  stopped.  W e  have  not  been  to  all  the  shops  yet ;  there 
are  other  shops  that  have  got  to  be  visited.  You  have  got  the 
endorsement  for  your  demands  and  if  it  becomes  a  question  of 
necessity,  should  those  shops  refuse  to  grant  your  demands,  then 
no  doubt  you  will  get  an  endorsement  for  a  strike,  as  long  as 
you  have  got  the  endorsement  to  the  demand  you  put  in.  This  is 
the  reason  why  it  is  referred  to  the  incoming  Executive  Board  in 
order  to  comply  with  the  law. 

Delegate  Murphy  (Local  72,  Philadelphia)  :  That  is  all  very 
well  for  our  First  Vice-President  to  say  that  we  have  got  the 
endorsement.  We  Tiave  got  the  endorsement  right  here  in  my 
firm,  but  we  have  not  got  it  in  Philadelphia.  The  only  shop  in 
Philadelphia  that  is  manufacturing  to  the  point  is  the  shop  that  I 
am  working  in,  and  I  want  you  to  understand  that  we  work 
right  up  to  the  point  on  that  proposition.  Two  weeks  before 
October  2nd,  we  notified  forty-nine  manufacturers  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  we  also  notified  the  Manufacturers'  Association  that 
on  and  after  the  2nd  of  October  any  wool  job  that  was  not  a 
one-loom,  after  the  2nd  of  October,  it  was  understood  it  was  a 
one-loom  shop.  We  had  no  reply  but  one,  and  that  was  one 
that  did  not  handle  any  work.  It  was  a  cotton  manufacturer. 
Porter  Brothers. 

Mr.  F'resident,  it  comes  down  to  the  fact  that  the  firm  I  work 
for  called  my  attention  to  the  fact  when  I  was  about  to  come 
to  this  Convention ;  they  said,  "Murphy,  I  don't  know,  but  it  does 
not  seem  to  me  that  any  other  shop  in  town  is  doing  the  thing  you 
are  doing."  I  fe  said,  *'Tf  we  are  held  down  to  the  point,  why 
shouldn't  the  other  shops  fall  in  line?"  I  said,  'T  cannot  give  you 
an  answer,  my  dear  friend,  until  after  this  Convention.''  I  would 
like  the  people  right  here  just  to  think  of  what  we  have  got  to 
stand  up  for.  We  have  got  the  shop  tied  right  up  to  the  minute. 
ITe  dares  not  put  one  wool  job  into  the  shop  in  a  loom  unless  he 
puts  it  oil  a  one-loom  basis.  Tf  he  does,  he  pays  for  the  one 
loom,  but  the  other  shops  they  are  not  following  the  example  of 
this  nu'ui.  We  want  the  recommendation  from  this  body  as  to 
what  we  will  do  with  it. 


Dklkcati:  Mullen  (Local  1007,  Lowell):    Mr.  President,  all 
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this  discussion  is  interesting  to  me.  I  think  you  have  a  chance 
on  your  two-loom  system  to  put  it  on  a  one-loom  system  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  believe  me,  Massachusetts  is  watching  you,  but  don't 
forget  that  little  Rhode  Island  tackled  the  same  thing  in  1892. 
It  is  a  serious  question  to  consider  and  I  can  honestly  and  sin- 
cerely tell  you,  because  I  know.  Therefore,  I  move  the  adoption 
of  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  to  refer  it  to  the  Execu- 
tive Board. 

Motion  seconded. 

Delegate  Parleman  (Local  72,  Philadelphia)  :  When  I  was 
in  for  my  last  pay  at  the  Saxonia — I  am  out  of  work  because  I 
have  been  laid  of¥ — but  when  I  was  in  for  my  last  pay  they  told 
me  as  they  brought  my  pay  out  of  the  office  after  I  asked  when 
the  place  was  going  to  start  up  again.  He  said,  ''Well,  you  boys 
like  me  all  right,  for  you  shut  my  place  up,  and  the  other  fellows 
are  working  two  looms,  while  you  fellows  force  me  to  run  the 
one-loom  system.  I  cannot  come  across  to  it."  The  other  places 
I  have  in  mind  are  working  two  looms  on  the  same  kind  of  ar- 
ticles, and  one  or  two  places  are  forced  to  run  one  loom  because 
he  is  told  so ;  that  they  were  going  to  go  after  him  if  he  didn't 
do  it.    Is  that  right? 

President  Gk)LDEN :  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question?  All  those  in  favor  of  the  same  will 
manifest  by  saying  "aye'' ;  contrary,  ''no."  The  ayes  seem  to 
have  it ;  the  ayes  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered.  The  Committee  on 
Resolutions. 

Delegate  Bressler  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  presented 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolution  No.  6: 
Introduced  by  Label  Committee. 

"Whereas,  there  are  firms  who  have  the  Union  Label  through 
contract  with  the  National  Union,  but  who  put  the  Label  upon 
garments  only  on  request  of  their  customers ;  and, 

"Whereas,  it  is  unfair,  both  to  the  National  Union  and  also 
to  the  workers  of  the  country ;  therefore  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  hereafter  no  contract  shall  be  signed  by  the 
National  Union  which  does  not  include  a  clause  requiring  that 
the  Union  Label  be  placed  on  each  garment  manufactured. 

"(Signed)  William  Karris.  Chairman, 
Harry  Gale,  Secretary, 
Jules  Clement. 
John  Murphy, 
Patrick  Cooey/' 

This  resolution  is  concurred  in  by  the  Committee  and  we  rec- 
ommend its  adoption.    (Motion  seconded.) 
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President  Golden  :  I  want  to  make  an  explanation  thai  might 
save  discussion  upon  that.  Of  course,  all  Union  Labe^  con- 
tracts— we  patterned  ours  after  we  got  copies  of  all  the  others — 
the  assumption  is  that  when  you  grant  a  contract,  or  sign  a  con- 
tract with  a  firm,  which  demands  100  per  cent,  organization,  you 
all  expect  that  there  will  be  100  per  cent,  of  putting  labels  on 
the  goods.  We  have  never  had  any  difficulty  for  this  reason,  with 
the  exception  of  one  shop,  because  of  men  that  have  signed  the 
agreement  and  turned  their  shops  over  into  Label  shops,  they  have 
only  been  too  eager  to  put  the  Label  on  simply  for  its  value  as  a 
business  proposition.  But  we  have  had  trouble  and  complaints 
coming  in  a  good  deal  this  year  in  regard  to  the  Wright  Under- 
wear people  delivering  goods  without  the  Label.  Consequently, 
that  resolution  was  really  inspired  by  your  Officers,  v/ho  had  re- 
ceived these  complaints,  and  the  resolution  as  long  as  we  have 
the  unique  situation  where  the  firm  is  using  our  Label  and  agrees 
and  acknowledges  the  value  of  the  Label,  and  yet  at  times  we  get 
complaints  that  some  goods  sent  out  by  that  firm  do  not  bear 
the  Label,  and  consequently  that  has  given  birth  to  this  resolu- 
tion, that  if  we  are  going  to  be  confronted,  we  may  never  be  con- 
fronted, we  may  never  be  again — but,  if  we  are  going  to  be  con- 
fronted with  a  situation  of  that  kind,  a  clause  in  the  contract 
would,  of  course,  be  a  safe-guard,  and  while  not  wishing  to  in- 
fluence the  delegates  in  any  manner  whatever,  I  just  simply  make 
that  explanation  to  you  feo  inform  you  that  the  Officers  inspired 
that  resolution,  and  I  believe  that  it  should  be  unanimously 
adopted  by  this  Convention. 

President  Golden  :  Are  you  ready  for  the  question,  All 
those  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  will  signify  by 
saying  **aye" ;  opposed,  **no."  .  It  is  a  unanimous  vote  and  the 
resolution  is  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Delegate  Bressler  (Secretary  Resolutions  Committee)  : 
(Reading). 

Resolution  No.  13. 

Introduced  by  Delegate  Nathan  Wainess  of  Local  Union  1042, 
Brooklyn. 

"Whereas,  past  experience  in  strikes  has  convinced  us  that 
a  sympathy  strike  of  allied  trades,  especially  when  such  allied 
trades  are  operated  by  employers,  or  firms  whose  employes  are 
on  strike  in  one  of  the  trades,  has  a  tremendous  weight  in  bring- 
ing about  a  quick  settlement  favorable  to  the  strikes: 

"Therefore,  be  it  Resolved,  that  sympathy  strikes  be  adopted 
as  one  of  our  main  weapons  in  our  struggles  against  our  em- 
ployers, who  are  always  ready  to  crush  us,  and  that  if  any  Local 
shall,  when  called  upon  for  such  aid,  refuse  to  go  out  in  such 
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sympathy  strike,  it  shall  be  suspended  and  become  subject  to 
expulsion;  and, 

**Be  it  Further  Resolved,  That  our  delegates  to  the  next  Con- 
vention of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  introduce  a  sim- 
ilar resolution  and  use  their  influence  and  moral  persuasion  for 
its  adoption. 

"(Signed)  Nathan  Wainess, 

Local  1042,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y." 

The  Committee  non-concurs  in  this  resolution  for  the  reason 
that  wherever  there  is  one  of  the  trades  on  strike  steps  are 
taken  by  our  International  to  get  the  other  branches  of  the  trade 
out,  if  deemed  necessary,  and  the  Committee  feels  that  in  adopt- 
ing this  resolution  that  it  would  be  hampered  by  having  sympa- 
thetic strikes  all  over  the  country  every  day  in  the  year.  There- 
fore, we  recommend  that  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee 
be  adopted. 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  I  move 
that  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  be  concurred  in,  Mr. 
President. 

Motion  seconded. 

President  Golden:  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question?  All  those  in  favor  of  the  same  will  sig- 
nify by  saying  "aye";  contrary,  "no."  The  ayes  seem  to  have  it; 
the  ayes  have  it  and  it  is  carried.  The  Committee  on  Resolu- 
tions. 

Delegate  Bressler  :  That  is  all  the  resolutions  we  have,  Mr. 
Chairman. 

Delegate  Powers  (Local  486,  Pawtucket)  :  I  would  like  to 
make  a  motion  as  we  are  coming  toward  the  latter  end  of  the 
week,  and  the  older  delegates  will  bear  in  mind  very  forcibly 
that  on  Friday  and  Saturday  a  great  many  of  the  delegates  b^gin 
to  get  nervous  and  in  order  that  we  won't  have  to  slight  a  very 
important  function,  I  move  you  that  we  make  the  election  of 
officers  a  special  order  of  business  on  Friday  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Motion  seconded. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  motion  that  we  make 
tomorrow  at  twelve  o'clock  a  special  order  of  business  for  the 
election  of  officers.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  All  those 
in  favor  of  the  motion  will  signify  by  saying  "aye";  opposed, 
"no."    The  ayes  have  it  and  it  is  a  vote. 

Delegate  Bressler  (Local  72,  Philadelphia)  :  At  the  end  of 
the  session  yesterday  I  was  assured  that  I  would  have  the  priv- 
ilege of  making  some  remarks  in  regard  to  the  conditions  that 
were  in  existence  in  Germantown  at  that  time  and  the  success 
that  the  Board  of  Mediation  was  able  to  secure  for  the  workers 
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Up  there,  for  the  benefit  of  the  delegates,  who  might  be  under  the 
impression  that  the  Board  of  Mediation  is  a  helpless  commodity. 
I  will  say  that  the  Federal  Board  of  Mediators,  as  has  been 
pointed  out  by  General  McWade,  have  not  got  certain  powers,  it 
is  true,  but  the  power  of  the  Federal  Government  is  a  power  and 
is  recognized  by  the  employers  to  the  extent  of  courtesy,  at  least. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  want  to  outline  the  conditions  that 
prevailed  in  the  Germantown  district  prior  to  the  investigation  of 
the  Board  of  Mediation.  We  had  a  strike  on  what  they  call 
wool  poplins.  The  weavers  there  did  not  demand  very  much ; 
they  demanded  a  cent  a  yard,  on  the  basis  of  their  work.  The 
firm  at  that  time,  the  superintendent  of  which  was  Mr.  Morrison, 
refused  to  grant  the  increase,  and  consequently  the  workers,  a 
disorganized  body,  went  out  on  strike.  After  several  weeks  of 
that  strike  Brother  Reagan  felt  that  something  could  be  done  by 
the  Board  of  Mediation,  the  Federal  Board  of  Mediation,  and  he 
immediately  got  in  touch  with  our  General  here,  and  also  Com- 
missioner Colpoys,  and  they  came  in  on  the  situation  and  I  want 
to  show  you  what  they  accomplished..  In  the  first  place  they 
went  over  the  situation  very  carefully  and  they  went  to  Lawyer 
Jimmie  Dobson,  and  told  him  that  Morrison  was  not  true  to 
him  and  consequently  could  not  be  true  to  the  workers.  Then 
after  considerable  discussion  pro  and  con  he  was  instrumental 
in  removing  that  obno;xious  official,  and  after  that  the  turn  that 
things  had  taken,  the  incoming  superintendent  saw  the  mistakes 
of  the  former  superintendent  and  granted  the  demands  that  they 
were  asking  for,  and  matters  then  went  along  smoothly. 

Since  that  time  we  have  had  better  conditions  in  the  Bradford 
mills  than  since  that  institution  was  built  in  Germantown. 

That  is  all  I  have  to  say,  Mr.  Chairman  and  delegates,  of  the 
good  things  that  this  Board  of  Mediation  can  do  and  the  serv- 
ices that  they  can  render.  If  you  have  any  grievances  to  pre- 
sent, he  is  willing  to  go  at  all  times  to  try  and  adjust  any  differ- 
ences which  none  of  the  local  officials  can  cope  with.  I  thank 
you. 

Delf.gati:  Farkis: 

Resolution  No.  26 : 

''Whereas,  we  believe  that  it  is  the  duty  of  all  National  Unions 
to  patronize  home  industry  wherever  possible ;  and, 

"Whereas,  the  woven  label  industry  is  represented  in  the 
United  Textile  Workers ;  and,  ♦ 

''Whereas,  they  can  make  and  supply  Union  Labels  which  will 
outwear  and  look  better  and  can  be  manufactured  for  about  the 
same  cost  as  printed  labels : 

"Therefore,  be  it  Resolved,  That  when  the  present  supply  of 
printed  labels  shall  have  been  used  the  National  Ofifice  shall  give 
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preference  to  the  woven  label  industry  in  purchasinj^  labels  to 
be  supplied  to  the  trade. 

"(Signed)  Jules  Clement,  President  Local  Union  No.  687. 

Frank  A.  Marion,  Treasurer,  Local  Union  No.  760. 
I  .  ,    ^    .A.  Reilly,  Financial  Sec'y,  Local  Union  No.  689." 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  concur  in  this  resolution  and  move  its  adop- 
tion. 

Motion  seconded. 

•  President  Golden  :    You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee.   Are  you  ready  for  the  question  ? 

J  Secretary  Conboy:  Before  a  resolution  of  that  kind  goes 
through  I  think  it  ought  to  be  investigated  very  carefully.  1  do 
not  think  it  is  fair  to  the  National  Office ;  I  do  not  think  it  is 
fair  for  this  Convention  to  say  that  we  must  get  woven  labels, 
,  when  we  do  not  know  what  the  price  of  woven  labels  will  be.  I 
know  woven  labels,  as  a  rule,  are  expensive  labels.  Our  labels 
sell  to  the  trade  at  $1  a  thousand.  They  are  printed  in  a  Union 
shop  with  the  Union  Label  on  them.  The  United  Garment  Work- 
ers make  our  Union  Label.  I  do  not  think  it  is  fair  that  this  Con- 
vention should  go  on  record  as  saying  that  we  must  purchase 
woven  labels  until  we  can  find  out  which  label  will  be  to  the  best 
interest  of  the  National  Organization  to  use. 
'  Perhaps  the  manufacturers  who  have  to  pay  for  these  labels 
will  say,  *'We  will  not  pay  more  than  $1  a  thousand  for  these 
labels."  We  do  not  know  whether  we  can  get  one  thousand  woven 
labels  for  that  price  or  not ;  we  do  not  know  whether  you  can 
furnish  us  with  a  tape  the  same  width,  etc..  as  the  one  we  use,  and 
at  least,  instead  of  this  Convention  going  on  record,  it  should  be 
turned  over  to  the  incoming  Executive  Board  for  investigation. 

We  believe  in  patronizing  home  industries.  We  believe  that 
if  we  can  turn  the  weaving  of  these  labels  over  to  our  own  Union 
people,  we  should  do  so,  but  I  for  one  am  not  prepared  to  say 
that  we  must  do  that  until  we  find  out  whether  we  can  do  it  or 
not. 

President  Golden  :  The  hour  of  two  having  arrived  this  Con- 
vention stands  adjourned  until  nine  o'clock  tomorrow.  Friday 
morning. 
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Friday  Morning,  October  20th,  1916. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  John 
Golden,  at  9  A.  M. 

Secretary  Conboy  called  the  roll;  all  delegates  present. 

President  Golden:  Before  we  start  in  with  business  this 
morning,  I  want  to  sound  a  note  of  warning  to  the  delegates,  not 
that  I  want  to  infer  that  they  have  abused  the  rule,  but  we  have 
not  as  yet  had  to  enforce  our  by-law  limiting  the  speaker  to  five 
minutes,  and  the  mover  of  the  motion  ten  minutes  to  reply.  I 
know  we  can't  possibly  finish  to-day,  and  t-know  we  want  to  da 
all  our  business  in  a  thorough  manner  and  give  proper  discussion 
to  every  question  that  comes  up.  There  are  going  to  be  some 
live  questions  come  up  from  now  on  and  consequently  I  would 
ask  the  delegates  to  keep  up  the  good  record  we  have  up  to  this 
morning,  so  that  the  presiding  officer  will  not  have  to  call  them 
to  account  for  overstepping  their  time  limit. 

For  the  information  of  the  new  delegates  who  perhaps  have 
not  read  those  by-laws,  it  is  provided  that  each  speaker  be  al- 
lowed five  minutes  to  present  his  argument.  Now,  that  rule  is 
going  to  be  enforced  and  I  think  it-  is  only  fair  to  the  delegates 
that  it  should  now  be  enforced,  and  that  is  why  I  sound  that 
note  of  warning,  so  that  we  can  at  least  get  through  in  reasonable 
time  on  Saturday,  in  order  to  have  the  delegates  get  home  who 
come  from  a  distance  at  a  reasonable  hour. 

There  is  an  unfinished  question  from  yesterday  in  connection 
with  the  matter  of  the  Union  Label  proposition  presented  in  a 
resolution  from  Brothers  Clement,  Marion  and  Reilly,  and  that 
is  the  first  order  of  business  this  morning. 

Delegate  Clement  (Local  687,  Brooklyn)  :  Mr.  President 
and  Delegates,  I  have  an  opportunity  to  explain  right  away,  as 
soon  as  the  question  was  brou'ght  up,  a  little  misunderstanding 
that  was  cleared  up,  and  I  wish  to  state  that  this 'resolution  is 
presented  by  the  three  joint  Locals  of  the  LTnion  Labels  industry 
to  this  Convention,  one  hundred  per  cent,  strong.  About  a  year 
and  a  half  ago  a  conference  was  held  in  the  International  office 
with  representatives  from  various  concerns,  and  the  matter  has 
not,  on  account  of  certain  business,  been  developed  further.  The 
idea  of  this  resolution  was  to  have  the  matter  continued..  The 
delegates  find  in  going  over  this  matter  that  it  is  perhaps  a  little 
exacting  and  we  request  permission  to  strike  out  the  word  "ex- 
clusively" and  we  believe  that  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  officers 
and  the  Convention.  The  idea  is  to  have  this  work  continued, 
because  the  underlying  principle  in  that  resolution  is  to  lift  up  the 
lower  shop  to  the  standard^  of  the  higher  shop.   The  question  of 
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the  cost  of  those  things  could  be  worked  out  by  the  Nation^il  Offi- 
cers. We  are  satisfied  that  the  Convention  will  accept  it  in  that 
way,  to  leave  the  matter  in  their  hands,  and  that  will  probably  be 
adjusted  between  now  and  the  next  Convention,  not  only  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  National,  but  of  our  own  organization.  There- 
fore, Mr.  President,  I  move  as  one  of  the  makers  that  it  be 
amended  by  striking  out  the  word  "exclusively,"  next  to  the  bot- 
tom line  of  the  resolution. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  request  of  the  intro- 
ducer of  the  resolution.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  The 
question  recurs  on  the  resolution  as  amended.  All  those  in  favor 
of  the  motion  will  signify  by  saying  "aye" ;  those  opposed,  "no." 
It  is  a  unanimous  vote,  and  the  resolution  as  amended  is  adopted. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  would  like  to 
have  the  consent  of  the  Chair  and  the  body  to  present  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  President's  Report,  because  there  are 
some  recommendations  there  in  regard  to  the  other  parts  of  the 
report  that  I  believe  should  be  taken  up  immediately,  in  order 
to  facilitate  business.  It  will  only  take  a  few  minutes  to  present 
it,  and  the  Convention,  I  believe,  will  endorse  it. 

President  Golden  :  If  there  is  no  objection,  the  Committee 
on  President's  Report  will  proceed. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  PRESIDENT'S  REPORT 

BY  TOBIAS  HALL,  CHAIRMAN. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Delegates  : 

Your  Committee  on  President's  report  beg  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  and  recommendations: 

We  concur  with  the  President's  report  as  a  whole  and  com- 
mend him  for  the  excellent  work  he  has  done  in  the  past  year, 
and  we  submit  the  following  recommendation  and  trust  that  this 
will  meet  with  your  approval. 

We  highly  commend  the  action  of  our  President  in  the  fifty- 
four  hour  campaign  in  the  State  of  Maine  and  glory  in  its  final 
success. 

In  the  legislation  in  regard  to  Child  Labor,  we  heartily  com- 
mend the  work  of  all  the  Trade  Unionists  of  the  United  States 
and  the  friends  of  this  legislation  and  would  suggest  that  our 
Executive  Officers  be  instructed  to  render  every  assistance  in 
strengthening  this  law  in  every  manner. 

In  regard  to  Labels,  we  recommend  all  matter  in  regard  to  the 
Union  Label  be  turned  over  to  the  Label  Committee  for  their  con- 
sideration and  action. 

In  regard  to  Organization,  we  recommend  all  matter  in  regard 
to  Organization  be  turned  over  to  the  Committee  on  Organization 
for  their  consideration  and  actioh. 

In  regard  to  Secession,  we  stand  unreservedly  against  Seces- 
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sion  in  any  manner,  as  it  is  thoroughly  in  opposition  to  democracy, 
and  while  we  are  sure  that  our  action  in  regard  to  equality  of 
taxation  was  and  is  correct,  we  will  be  only  too  pleased  to  welcome 
our  late  Brothers  and  Sisters  back  to  our  fold  to  share  in  our 
success  of  a  unified  Organization. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  Tobias  Hall,  President, 

Annie  Reagan,  Secretary, 
Frank  Grafenstein, 
Edwin  Mason, 
Thomas  A.  Breck, 

Committee. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  President's  Report  and  also  the  recommendation.  What 
is  your  pleasure  ? 

,  Delegate  Bresslek  (  Local  72,  Philadelphia)  :  I  move  you,  Mr. 
President,  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  President's,  Report 
be  received  a^nd  adopted,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  tendered  to  the 
Committee. 

Motion  seconded. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question?  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will 
signify  by  saying  ''aye";  those  opposed,  "no."  It  is  a  unanimous 
vote  and  the  motion  is  adopted. 

President  Golden  :  We  will  now  have  the  Secretary-Treas- 
urer read  the  report  of  Organizer  Kelleher,  who  is  organizing  in 
the  South. 

Secretary  Conboy  read  the  report  which  follows : 

REPORT  OF  ORGANIZER  MISS  MARY  KELLEHER. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America: 

At  the  adjournment  of  the  Fifteenth  Annual  Convention,  held 
in  New  York  City,  October  18-23,  I  was  instructed  to  return  to 
Anderson,  South  Carolina,  to  resume  charge  of  the  strike  which 
went  into  effect  September  4th  in  the  Brogan  Mill,  for  the  right 
to  organize.  The  Company  made  several  attempts  to  get  strike 
breakers  to  go  into  the  mill  in  order  to  make  shipments  of  cloth. 
The  strikers  on  picket  duty  were  successful  in  keeping  every  per- 
son out  of  the  mill  who  might  operate  any  of  the  machinery. 

After  ten  weeks  of  strike  every  effort  made  by  local  people  to 
bring  about  a  settlement  had  failed ;  the  Federal  Mediators  were 
called  in  and  Commissioners  Colpoys  and  Benhine  were  sent  in 
to  take  u]>  the  case.  After  several  conferences  with  the  firm  they 
agreed  to  take  all  the  strikers  back  to  work  except  ten  men,  and 
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would  not  collect  any  back  rent  until  beginning  April  1st,  1916, 
and  then  would  collect  twenty-five  cents  per  week  untill  all  back 
rent  was  paid  up. 

The  ten  men  who  were  victimized  urged  the  members  of  the 
Local  not  to  let  them  stand  in  the  way  of  a  settlement.  The  Lx)cal 
accepted  the  agreement  and  agreed  to  pay  each  man  five  dollars 
per  week,  and  requesting  the  National  also  to  pay  five  dollars 
per  week  until  they  would  secure  work.  After  a  few  weeks  all 
the  men  secured  work.  The  mill  reopened  November  29th.  The 
National  supported  the  strikers  from  a  commissary.  We  now 
have  ninety  per  cent,  organization  in  the  Brogan  Mill  and  a  work- 
ing agreement  pending. 

The  last  day  of  the  Convention  I  received  a  telegram  from 
Greenville,  S.  C,  telling  me  that  75  per  cent,  of  the  workers  in 
Judson  Mill  were  on  strike.  This  Local  I  had  organized  two 
weeks  previous  to  the  Convention.  The  President  of  the  Mill, 
Ben  Geer,  called  a  meeting  for  his  employes  in  the  Judson  Mill 
church.  He  told  his  employes  that  he  had  no  objection  to  their 
having  a  Union,  providing  it  was  one  of  their  own  and  not  let 
their  money  go  north.  They  could  have  used  his  safe  or  deposit 
their  money  in  the  Bank  of  Greenville,  and  they  were  not  to  pay 
any  attention  to  the  Organizer,  that  I  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
New  Bedford  Mills  and  my  intention  was  to  disorganize  the 
Judson  Mill.  His  address  confused  the  workers  somewhat. 

He  then  worked  on  some  of  the  members  of  the  organization 
and  secured  from  them  some  of  the  names  of  the  members.  He 
then  instructd  the  foreman  to  discharge  all  the  workers  that  were 
members  of  the  Union  and  there  were  thirty  people  discharged  in 
one  day,  and  told  that  they  were  discharged  for  their  affiliation 
with  the  Union. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  see  Mr.  Geer  to  have  them  re- 
instated, but  he  positively  refused  to  reinstate  them.  The  result 
was  a  walk-out.  The  mill  reopened  after  a  shutdown  for  two 
weeks.  Sheriff  Rector  and  his  deputies  were  very  j^rominent 
figures  at  the  opening  of  the  mill. 

The  strikers  then  took  up  the  work  of  picket  duty.  President 
Geer  objected  to  the  picket  line  very  seriously.  It  was  not  his 
idea  of  conducting  a  strike,  and  he  stated  that  the  people  were 
being  misled  simply  because  the  picket  line  was  kept  up..  The 
strike-breakers  were  allowed  all  kinds  of  privileges.  They  would 
come  .out  of  the  mill  and  jeer  and  call  all  kinds  of  names  to  the 
men  and  women  on  the  picket  line. 

One  morning,  Mr.  Harvey,  a  striker,  stepped  up  to  the  police 
officer  and  asked  him  to  stop  the  non-Union  people  from  calling 
them  names.  At  that  moment  one  of  the  strike-breakers  dealt 
Mr.  Harvey  a  blow  that  felled  him  to  the  ground.  Three  of  the 
strike-breakers  made  a  rush  for  David  Freeze.  One  of  the  strikers 
who  was  standing  by  cut  him  up  so  with  a  knife  that  he  died 
three  days  later  in  the  hospital.  All  three  were  arrested  and  put 
under  a  thousand  dollar  bond.  The  President  of  the  Mill.  Ben 
Geer.  went  their  bond. 
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I.  A.  Williams,  one  of  the  strikers,  swore  out  a  warrant  before 
Magistrate  Smith  for  seven  of  the  non-Union  people  for  assault 
and  battery  with  intent  to  kill.  They  were  as  follows:  Floyd 
Tidewell,  Overseer  in  the  Spinning  Room;  J.  A.  Parker,  J.  A. 
Jackson,  Wilmot  Jackson,  Henry  Jordan,  S.  J.  Rollins  and  A.  G. 
Justice,  Mill  Deputy.  All  were  released  on  bail  by  the  magistrate 
in  proceedings  in  which  the  State  was  not  represented,  held  in  the 
office  of  the  President  of  the  Mill,  Ben  G^eer.  But  at  the  inquest, 
at  which  again  the  State  was  not  represented  by  counsel,  the  pro- 
ceedings seemed  to  have  been  entirely  dominated  and  controlled 
by  an  array  of  very  able  counsel  representing  those  who  were 
employes  of  the  Judson  Mill  at  the  time  of  the  afifair,  who  were 
accused  of  the  affray  which  resulted  in  the  death  of  Freeze. 
They  were  all  men  in  the  employ  of  the  Judson  Mill  and  repre- 
sented by  the  Mill's  lawyers.  Not  one  single  witness  named  in 
the  warrant  on  which  the  four  who  testified,  together  with  three 
who  did  not,  had  been  arrested  was  examined.  Why  had  not 
those,  whom  nobody  had  accused  of  taking  part  in  the  fight,  been 
examined  for  testimony  as  to  who  were  engaged  in  it  and  who 
stabbed  Freeze?  Freeze  was  certainly  butchered  with  a  knife, 
yet  not  one  of  the  four  witnesses  examined  at  the  inquest  testified 
to  anyone  cutting  him.  They  all  agreed  they  did  not  see  anyone 
cut  him  and  did  not  know  who  did  it.  Yet  the  inquest  was  con- 
ducted without  any  other  witness  being  examined.  Through  the 
way  the  inquest  was  conducted,  four  of  the  accused,  all  on  the 
Mill's  side  only,  were  examined.  Not  a  single  unaccused  witness 
was  examined,  and  yet  such  witness  had  been  named  in  the  war- 
rant. 

The  verdict  of  the  Jury  was  marvelous.  It  found  "That  the 
said  D.  L.  Freeze  came  to  his  death  as  a  result  of  wounds  sus- 
tained by  a  knife  in  the  hands  of  Gordon  Brown,  with  Charlie 
Huggins,  Tom  Harvey,  John  Humphreys,  I.  A.  Williams  and  J. 
Van  Williams  as  accessories."  Not  one  of  the  four'witnesses  tes- 
tified that  Brown  or  anybody  else  except  Harvey  had  a  knife  and 
not  one  of  them  testified  that  Harvey  and  Freeze  fought.  The 
inquest  was  into  the  killing  of  Freeze.  The  surgeon  who  per- 
formed the  autopsy  said  he  died  from  knife  wounds.  None  of  the 
witnesses  examined  testified  that  he  saw  Freeze  cut.  Yet  the  in- 
quest was  closed  without  an  attempt  to  get  testimony  from  other 
winesses,  which  might  have  disclosed  who  cut  Freeze. 

Public  opinion  as  to  the  homicide  at  Judson  had  been  largely 
shaped  by  the  inquest.  H  so  it  had  been  most  unfavorably 
formed,  fori  the  inquest  was  anything  but  full  and  complete,  and 
even  its  verdict  was  absolutely  out  of  accord  with  the  testimony 
which  was  taken. 

The  three  Mill  employes  indicted  by  the  Coronor's  Jury  were 
promptly  bailed  by  Messrs.  J.  M.  and  Ben  Geer,  but  the  three 
strikers  indicted  at  the  same  time  had  to  languish  in  jail  until 
their  trial  came  up  in  the  first  week  in  January,  because  they 
were  poor  men,  without  friends  rich  enough  to  qualify  as  their 
bondsmen. 
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The  trouble  started  when  'Harvey,  in  the  pubHc  road,  appealed 
to  a  police  officer  for  protection..  That  was  his  right.  Three  of 
the  four  witnesses  did  not  connect  the  two  Williams  with  the  fight- 
ing and  the  testimony  of  those  three  appeared  to  exonerate  them. 
The  other  witness,  Mr.  Justice,  the  Mill  Deputy,  connected  them 
with  the  general  fighting,  but  not  with  the  attack  on  Freeze.  Jus- 
tice himself  had  been  arrested  on  a  warrant  sworn  out  by  one  of 
the  WilHamses,  in  which  in  the  bail  proceedings  the  accused  strike- 
breakers were  allowed  to.  be  the  sole  witnesses  and  entirely  for 
the  defense.  In  the  inquest,  the  only  witnesses  were  four  of  the 
accused,  who  became  accusers.  Had  other  witnesses  been  sworn 
and  examined,  it  is  possible  that  the  weight  of  evidence  would  so 
clearly  have  exonerated  the  WilHamses  that  they  would  not  have 
been  held  on  the  testimony  of  Mill  Deputy  Justice  alone,  Jus- 
tice himself  being  arrested  on  their  warrant. 

The  case  was  called  for  trial  Wednesday,  January  6th.  The 
attorneys  were  told  by  Solicitor  Bonham  they  would  have  to  get 
through  the  case  by  Saturday;  the  case  could  not  be  resumed 
Monday,  and  would  have  to  go  over  until  the  next  term  of  Court. 
The  result  was  that  some  of  our  important  witnesses  were  never 
heard.  Time  seemed  of  more  value  than  life.  The  case  went  in 
to  the  jury  on  Saturday.  After  one  hour  and  forty-five  minutes 
the  Jury  returned  a  verdict  of  all  equally  guilty  in  an  all-round 
combat.  In  Solicitor's  address  to  the  Jury,  he  said  it  was  all- 
round  combat,  and  if  one  was  guilty  all  were  guilty.  It  is  very 
unreasonable  to  think  that  two  Union  men  would  be  guilty  of 
killing  a  fellow  member. 

Not  one  of  the  Union  men  could  get  to  the  assistance  of 
Brother  Freeze.  They  were  held  back  by  Mill  Deputy  Justice, 
who  threatened  to  shoot.  I.  A.  Williams  and  Tom  Harvey  were 
about  a  hundred  feet  distant  from  the  men  engaged  in  the  fight 
and  still  they  were  found  equally  guilty  in  the  combat.  The  six 
non-Union  men  of  Judson  Mill,  who  were  arrested  by  affidavit 
sworn  out  by  I.  A.  Williams,  gave  the  excuse  that  they  came  out 
to  smoke.  Never  in  the  history  of  Judson  Mill  were  employes 
allowed  to  leave  the  mill  at  6 :20  in  the  morning  to  smoke.  Gordon 
Brown,  D.  G.  Huggin,  J.  M.  Humphries,  non-Union  men  who 
were  engaged  in  the  scuffle,  and  I.  A.  Williams  and  T.  J.  Harvey, 
strikers  standing  at  a  hundred  feet  distance,  were  sentenced  to 
two  years.  They  appealed  the  case  and  are  out  on  a  thousand  dol- 
lars bail,  Ben  Geer  their  bondsman.  The  man  really  guilty  for 
David  Freeze's  murder  was  not  called  to  trial.  Lawyer  J.  R,  Mar- 
tin defended  the  strikers  and  put  up  a  very  strenuous  fight.  He 
was  absolutely  alone  in  the  fight ;  there  was  not  one  lawyer 
in  the  city  that  he  could  trust  to  take  into  his  confidence.  He 
refused  to  accept  anv  fee  for  his  services. 

While  in  Greenville  I  held  many  mass  meetings  and  made  a 
house  to  house  canvass  in  order  to  organize  the  workers.  Many 
of  them  became  members  secretly,  but  were  frightened  to  death 
to  attend  regular  meetings,  as  the  manufacturers  had  the  city 
flooded  with  detectives. 
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1  then  received  a  telegram  telling  me  there  was  a  strike  in  the 
Rope  Mill  in  Anniston,  Alabama,  and  I  went  immediately.  On 
my  arrival  I  learned  that  the  strike  was  settled  and  all  had  re- 
turned to  work.  The  cause  of  the  strike  was  all  the  employes 
were  compelled  to  trade  in  the  store  owned  by  a  brother  of  the 
Superintendent.  The  store  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  the  workers 
were  compelled  to  trade  in  another  store.  The  Superintendent 
was  to  get  10  per  cent,  on  the  dollar  for  the  trade.  The  price  of 
groceries  advanced  so  high  that  the  workers  were  unable  to  buy 
the  necessities  of  life.  After  one  day  they  won  their  fight,  and 
all  returned  to  work  free  to  trade  where  they  pleased. 

There  were  four  other  mills  in  .Anniston  called  a  mass  meet- 
ing and  they  were  successful  in  organizing  the  Yarn  Mill,  the 
two  Hosiery  Mills  and  the  old  Anniston  Weaving  Mill.  The 
owner  of  the  Hosiery  Mill  resented  the  organizing  of  his  em- 
ployes, and  discharged  all  his  employes.  The  result  was  a  strike. 
After  three  weeks  he  agreed  to  take  back  all.  They  could  remain 
members  of  the  U.  T.  W.  of  A.  providing  they  would  not  talk 
Unionism  in  the  shop;  all  returned  to  work. 

While  in  Anniston.  with  the  assistance  of  Organizer  Eskrige 
of  the  Moulders,  we  organized  a  Central  Body.  I  then  returned 
to  Anderson,  S.  C,  where  two  Locals  had  a  working  agreement 
pending.  I  had  conferences  with  the  Superintendents  of  both 
the  Mills,  hut  they  absolutely  refused  to  concede  to  anything. 
I  then  referred  the  case  to  President  Golden.  I  went  as  far  as  I 
could  with  it. 

While  in  Anderson  I  organized  the  Weaving  Mill  at  Abbeville, 
S.C.,  and  in  Anderson  I  organized  the  Barbers  of  seven  shops 
and  each  shop  is  carrying  a  Union  card.  President  Golden  ar- 
rived to  take  up  the  question  of  a  working  agreement  with  both 
Mills.  I  was  then  instructed  to  return  to  the  Pennsylvania  district 
to  begin  a,  campaign  among  the  Silk  Workers,  Organizer  Mcln- 
tyre  being  left  in  charge  of  the  Anderson  situation. 

I  went  to  Portage,  Pa.,  where  there  had  been  a  strike  on  for 
several  months  in  the  Portage  Throwing  Mill  owned  by  the  E.  H. 
Uevy  Company.    I  learned  that  the  firm  had  a  mill  in  Patton,  Pa. 

T  went  immediately  to  Patton  and  organized  the  Mill.  Three 
days  later  I  returned  to  Portage  to  attend  a  meeting  of  strikers 
in  Portage.  Mr.  Levy,  a  member  of  the  firm,  was  in  town.  With 
a  Committee  of  the  Workers  and  Organizer  Co  wen  of  the  A.  F.  L. 
we  had  a  conference  with  Mr.  Levy,  and  we  secured  a  settlement. 
The  terms  under  -which  the  strike  was  settled  was  a  reduction  of 
th  hours  of  labor  from  54  hours  per  week  to  50  hours  per  week, 
and  7  per  cent,  increase  in  wages,  which,  added  to  the  10  per  cent, 
increase  voluntarily  granted  by  the  firm  just  previous  to  the 
strike,  made,  all  told,  an  increase  in  wages  of  17  per  cent,  and  re- 
duction of  four  hours  per  week,  the  agreement  to  go  into  effect 
in  both  Mills. 

Tt  was  very  satisfactory  to  the  workers  and  was  accepted  by 
unanimous  vote. 

T  then  received  a  telegram  to  report  to  the  National  office  pre- 
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pared  to  go  to  Anderson,  S.  C,  as  the  Gluck  Mill  was  on  strike 
for  a  10  per  cent,  increase  in  wages.  The  strike  was  endorsed 
by  the  National  Executive  Board.  The  Gluck  and  Equinox  Mills 
are  both  under  the  same  management,  and  as  the  employes  in  both 
Mills  were  asking  for  increase  in  wages,  their  request  being  re- 
fused, a  strike  at  the  Equinox  was  also  endorsed.  When  I  ar- 
rived in  Anderson  I  again  had  a  conference  with  the  management 
but  they  refused  to  concede  to  anything.  It  was  then  necessary 
to  strike  at  the  Equinox.  The  strike  is  nearly  three  months  in 
progress,  and  the  workers  are  standing  very  firm,  not  one  break 
in  the  ranks.* 

The  United  Textile  Workers  have  been  very  much  misrepre- 
sented by  the  manufacturers  to  the  workers,  saying  we  do  not 
live  up  to  what  we  agree  to  do  in  the  way  of  paying  strike  pay, 
etc.  Since  we  have  demonstrated  in  the  strike  of  Anderson  that 
we  live  up  to  the  constitution,  the  workers  are  beginning  to  real- 
ize that  they  have  been  hoodwinked  by  the  manufacturers  long 
enough,  and  their  only  salvation  is  through  organization. 

Since  this  strike  occurred  I  have  held  mass  meetings  in  many 
of  the  towns  in  Anderson  County,  and  have  been  successful  in 
placing  charters  in  several  little  towns.  The  Textile  Workers  of 
the  South  can  be  organized.  I  receive  communications  almost 
daily  from  Textile  Workers  in  all  parts  of  the  South  asking  in- 
formation in  regard  to  organizing.  With  the  persistence  of  the 
National  Organization  the  South  can  be  organized,  and  from  my 
experience  of  two  years  in  the  South  I  believe  this  campaign  of 
organizing  should  go  on  there. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  Mary  Kelleher, 

Delkgatk  Monday  (Local  807,  Knoxville)  :  I  move  you,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  we  accept  that  report  and  extend  this  Organizer 
a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  the  good  work  she  has  done  in  the 
past  year. 

Motion  carried  unanimously. 

Second  V'k.k-Prrsident  McKosky: 

Resolution  No.  35 : 
)wing  to  the  fact  that  the  Full-Fashioned  Hosiery  Knitters 
of  this  country  are  Textile  Workers  and  should  be  affiliated  with 
the  rest  of  the  Textile  Workers,  which  at  one  time  the  majority 
were,  but  since  have  seceded  with  the  exception  of  Local  706, 
Philadelphia,  and 

"Whereas,  We  believe  that  this  condition  of  affairs  is  holding 
the  Full-Fashioned  Hosiery  Knitters  back  from  receiving  an  ad- 
vance in  wages  and  conditions  such  as  are  being  obtained  by  the 
other  affiliated  organizations,  therefore  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  this  Convention  go  on  record  to  stamp  out  the 
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dual  organization  known  as  the  American  Federation  of  FuU- 
Fashioned  Hosiery  Workers,  and  ask  the  delegates  when  going 
back  to  their  respective  localities  to  let  it  be  known  that  this 
organization,  the  American  Federation  of  Full- Fashioned  Hosiery 
Workers,  is  not  a  legitimate  organization,  as  one  may  be  led  to 
believe  by  its  name,  and  be  it  further 

**Resolved_,  That  we  request  our  Officers  and  Organizers  to  do 
all  within  their  power  to  organize  these  Knitters  into  the  U.  T.  W. 
of  A,  and  the  A.  F.  of  L. 

"Presented  by  Full-Fashioned  Hosiery  Knitters  (^f  Philadelphia 
and  vicinity,  Local  Union  No.  706,  U.  T.  W.  A. 

"(Signed)  John  Thompson, 

Harry  Rothenbach, 
Frank  McKosKY, 
F.  Greifenstein/' 

.  Delegate  Thomas  (Local  726,  Philadelphia)  :    T  make  a  mo- 
tion that  this  resolution  be  concurred  in. 
Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 

Secono  Vice-President  McKosKY : 

Resolution  No.  41 . 

"Believing  that  all  affiliated  Unions  recognize  the  progress  made 
b^  the  U.  T.  W.  of  A.  during  the  past  year  since  the  uniform  sys- 
tem of  taxation  has  been  in  effect,  and  believing  that  this  progress 
should  be  continued,  and  feeling  that  the  time  has  now  come 
when  we  should  further  strengthen  the  hands  of  our  International 
Union  in  order  that  they  may  continue  the  good  work  ,  already 
started,  therefore  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  Article  X,  Section  1,  be  amended  by  striking 
out  the  word  20  and  inserting  the  word  25. 

"(Signed)  F.  Greifenstein, 
John  Thompson, 
Frank  McKosky, 
Harry  Rothenbach.'' 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :    Mr.  Chairman,  I 
move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  for  its 
consideration  and  report. 
• '  Motion  seconded. 

President  Golden  :  It  has  been  regularly  moved  and  seconded 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question? 

Delegate  Greer  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  would  like  to 
amend  that,  that  it  be  the  first  order  of  business  after  the  elec- 
tion of  officers. 
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Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  will  accept  that 
amendment,  Mr.  Chairman,  on  the  original  motion,  that  the  Com- 
mittee is  to  report  on  that  if  the  Convention  decides  that  it  is 
to  go  to  the  Committee. 

Delegate  Powers  (Local  486,  Pawtucket)  :  That  changes  it. 
Does  that  go  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  ? 

President  Golden  :  No.  The  motion  now  is  that  it  be  the 
first  order  of  business  taken  up  after  the  election  of  officers  by 
the  Convention.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  All  those  in 
favor  of  the  motion  signify  by  saying  **aye" ;  those  opposed,  "no." 
The  ayes  have  it  and  the  motion  is  adopted. 

Delegate  Wilkinson  (Local  696,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chair- 
man, the  Committee  on  Legislation  is  ready  to  report. 

Delegate  Jennard  (Reporting  for  Legislation  Committee)  : 
The  Committee  has  the  following  recommendation: 

"Mr.  Chairman,  may  I  respectfully  suggest  that  your  Conven- 
tion consider  resolutions  favoring  compulsory  State  insurance  and 
the  elimination  of  private  companies  from  the  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Law.  Most  of  the  Middle  West  States  and  many  of 
the  Eastern  States,  including  New  York,  are  now  on  record  on 
the  subject.  I  am  enclosing  you  from  the  latest  issue  of  the 
United  Mine  Worker/  Journal  an  editorial  discussing  the  sub- 
ject. Of  course,  I  have  no  interest  in  it  nor  has  the  Observer, 
other  than  to  help  the  unfortuantes  who  come  within  the  provision 
of  this  most  beneficial  Act,  where  it  is  to  be  incorporated  with  the 
single  purpose  of  benefiting  the  workingmen,  and  not  to  be  an 
instrument  of  profit  for  some  corporation. 

"Respectfully, 

"(Signed)  William  D.  McNulty.'' 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  Committee  recommends  that  we  adopt  the 
recommendation  of  Mr.  McNulty  and  instruct  the  International 
Secretary  to  have  copies  printed  and  forwarded  to  all  Local 
Secretaries  affiliated  with  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America, 
instructing  them  to  communicate  with  their  Federation  in  their 
respective  States  and  demand  the  presentation  of  a  bill  covering 
this  recommendation  to  their  State  Legislatures,  to  be  enacted 
into  a  law. 

I  move  you  that  we  concur  in  this  Committee's  recommenda- 
tion. 

Motion  seconded. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee and  the  motion  to  concur  in  the  report. 

Delegate  Powers  (Local  486,  Pawtucket)  :    For  the  purpose 
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of  saving  our  organization  time  and  expense  I  would  like  to  offer 
an  amendment  that  the  Secretary  only  issue  them  to  the  States 
that  are  not  already  covered  by  the  Compensation  Law.  That  is 
to  save  work  and  some  expense.    Motion  adopted  as  amended. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL'S 

REPORT. 

BY  MR.  JAMES  CUSICK^  CHAIRMAN. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Convene 
Hon : 

Your  Committee  on  Executive  Council's  Report  wish  to  make 
the  following  report: 

"After  having  carefully  examined  the  minutes  of  the  Executive 
Council,  we  have  nothing  but  praise  for  the  manner  in  which  the 
business  of  the  International  Union  has  been  conducted  since 
the  last  Convention.  The  difficulties  under  which  the  Executive 
Council  and  the  Ernergency  Board  have  been  working,  with  so 
many  calls  upon  them  in  settling  strikes  and  grievances  and  in 
placing  organizers,  have  earned  the  commendation  of  your  Com- 
mittee. The  best  proof  of  this  is  the  lack  of  protest  against  the 
rulings  of  the  Executive  Council  in  the  many  different  strikes  and 
grievances  which  they  have  had  to  adjust, 

"We  find  the  following  resolution  in  the  Executive  minutes  of 
June  23d : 

"  'Resolved,,  That  the  General  Officers  be  instructed  that  in  any 
case  where  a  group  of  members  of  any  affiliated  Union  undertook 
to  declare  a  strike,  in  violation  of  the  rules  of  our  International 
Union,  that  said  officers  demand  the  expulsion  of  these  members 
who  had  committeed  such  a  violation ;  and,  be  it  further 

"  'Resolved,  That  any  Local  Union  refusing^  to  immediately 
expel  these  offending  members,  the  General  Officers  are  hereby 
instructed  to  immediately  revoke  the  charter  of  said  Local  Union.' 

"Believing  that  this  resolution  conflicts  with  the  constitution  and 
by-laws  of  the  International  Union,  the  Committee  recommends 
that  the  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Law. 

"Respectfully  submitted, 

"(Signed)  James  Cusick, 

Edward  Callahan, 
Frank  R.  Le  Claire, 
Josephine  Irwin, 
B.  L.  Monday." 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Executive  Council's  Report,  and  also  the  recommenda- 
tion.  What  is  your  pleasure  with  the  report? 
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Delegate  Greer  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
move  the  report  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Law. 

Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 

Delegate  Cusick  (Local  678,  Paterson)  :  The  Committee  on 
Executive  Council's  Report  has  this  recommendation  from  the 
Executive  Council: 

"Mr.  President,  your  Executive  Council  have  made  a  full  and 
careful  study  of  the  subject  of  initiation  fee  for  new  members 
and  unanimously  recommend  that  the  initiation  fee  be  fifty  cents 
per  member  to  be  paid  into  the  International  Union  on  all  new 
members,  the  same  to  take  effect  on  and  after  November  1st, 
1916." 

The  Committee  concurred  in  this  recommendation  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council. 

Delegates  McDonnell,  Morgan,  Wilson,  Mullen,  Marion,  John- 
ston, Farriss  and  McNulty  spoke  in  favor  of  the  recommendation. 

Delegates  Bressler,  Powers,  Beardsley,  Bottomly,  Russak, 
Parleman,  Parsley,  and  Park  spoke  against  the  recommendation. 

Delegate  Park  (Local  980,  Paterson)  :  I  move  the  previous 
question.  (Seconded.) 

Chairman  McKosky  :  You  have  heard  the  motion.  All  those 
in  favor  of  the  motion  now  being  put  will  give  their  consent  by 
saying  "aye" ;  those  opposed,  "no."  The  ayes  have  it  and  it  is 
carried.  The  motion  is  that  we  concur  in  the  recommendation 
of  the  Committee.  You  have  heard  the  motion  that  the  Initiation 
fee  to  the  International  Union  be  increased  to  50  cents.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question? 

Chairman  McKosky:  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will 
give  their  consent  by  saying  "aye";  contrary,  "no."  The  ayes 
seem  to  have  it. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
voted  for  the  motion,  but  I  would  like  to  have  them  stand  up  and 
be  counted. 

Chairman  McKosky  :  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will 
please  rise  and  the  Secretary  will  count  the  votes. 

Secretary  Conboy:  Seventy-one  voted  in  favor  of  the  mo- 
tion. 

Chairman  McKosky  :  Those  opposed  will  kindly  rise  and  the 
Secretary  will  count  them. 

Secretary  Conboy:  Nineteen  against  the  motion. 

Chairman  McKosky:  The  vote  stands  seventy-one  in  favor 
of  the  motion,  and  nineteen  against.    The  motion  is  carried. 
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Delegate  McDonnell:  I  just  want  to  say  that  we  have  got 
over  a  two-thirds  vote. 

President  Golden  :  The  next  order  of  business  is  the 
election  of  a  President,  two  Vice-Presidents,  a  Secretary-Treas- 
urer, General  Organizer,  Delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  and  the  place  of  holding  the  next  Convention.  The  first 
order  of  business  will  be  the  election  of  President  for  the  en- 
suing year. 

(Second  Vice-President  McKosky  presiding.) 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  would  like  to  place  in  nomination  the  name  of  a  man  who 
has  labored,  and  who  has  served  the  United  Textile  Workers  of 
America  for  a  great  number  of  years.  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  him  for  the  first  time  in  1903,  in  the  great  Dyers'  strike, 
and  without  any  further  introduction,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  offer  the 
name  of. John  Golden  for  President  of  the  United  Textile  Work- 
ers of  America.    (Loud  applause.) 

Delegate  McNulty  (Local  597,  Philadelphia):  Mr.  Chair- 
man, Sister  and  Fellow  Delegates :  I  rise  with  pleasure  to  second 
the  nomination  of  John  Golden  to  serve  for  another  term  and  to 
accord  him,  if  possible,  a  unanimous  nomination. 

I  met  your  President  thirteen  years  ago  in  Philadelphia,  when 
he  was  first  nominated  and  elected  without  opposition.  Through 
the  great  work  that  he  has  carried  on,  he  deserves  unanimous  elec- 
tion. John  and  I  have  differed  at  times  but  we  agreed  to  dis-  r 
agree,  and  I  feel  that  the  delegates  here  assembled,  after  the  pro- 
gressive convention  that  has  been  carried  on,  would  be  remiss  in 
their  duty  if  they  did  not  return  him  to  office.  I  take  great 
pleasure,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  seconding  the  nomination  for  another 
term  of  John  Golden,  as  President  of  the  United  Textile  Workers 
of  America.    May  God  speed  him  on  his  way. 

John  Golden  has  given  us  thirteen  years  of  his  life  because  he 
loves  his  fellowmen,  and  this  Convention  today  is  a  testiomny 
that  he  has  made  good,  and  I  hope  that  there  will  be  a  unanimous 
election  and  that  there  will  be  no  opposition.  (Applause.) 

Chairman  McKosky:  Are  there  any  other  nominations?  If 
not,  what  is  the  pleasure  of  the  Convention? 

Delegate  Monday  (Local  807,  Knoxville)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
move  you  that  nominations  for  President  be  closed  and  that  the 
Secretary  be  instructed  to  cast  the  unanimous  ballot  of  the  Asso- 
ciation for  John  Golden  as  President  of  the  United  Textile 
Workers  of  America  for  the  ensuing  year. 

(Motion  seconded.) 

Chairman  McKosky:  It  has  been  regularly  moved  and  sec- 
onded that  the  nominations  for  President  be  closed  and  that  the 
Secretary  be  instructed  to  cast  the  ballot  of  this  Association  for 
John  Golden  as  President  for  the  ensuing  year.    You  have  heard 
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the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question  ?  All  those  in  favor 
of  the  motion  will  give  their  consent  by  saying  "aye" ;  contrary, 
no     It  is  a  unanimous  vote. 

SecretarV  Conboy  :  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  with  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure  that  I  cast  one  ballot  for  John  Golden,  for  the  second 
time,  for  his  thirteenth  re-election  as  President  of  the  United 
Textile  Workers  of  America.  (Applause.) 

Chairman  McKosky  :  John  Golden  has  been  elected  President 
of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 

President  Golden:  Mr.  Chairman,  Brothers  and  Sisters: 
1  want  to  say  to  the  delegates  here,  without  encroaching  too  much 
on  your  time,  I  have  tried  to  do  my  best.  I  realized  that  1  was 
human  and  had  all  the  human  failings  or  frailties  that  go  with 
human  nature.  The  longer  I  have  been  in  this  office  the  more  I 
have  convinced  myself  of  one  thing :  that  when  a  man  tries  to  do 
many  things,  and  the  more  he  tries  to  do,  he  will  get  praise  from 
one  side  and  he  will  get  criticism,  and  sometimes,  denunciation  on 
the  other.  Yes,  I  have  made  many  friends  and  I  have  made  some 
enemies,  but  I  expected  to  do  that.  I  can  only  say  this  :  I  have  made 
my  mistakes,  just  as  any  one  here  would  have  done,  and  do  in  their 
various  spheres  of  life.  They  have  not  been  mistakes  of  the 
heart,  however;  they  have  been  mistakes  of  the  head..  But  from 
my  experience — somebody  has  said  here  that  I  have  given  thirteen 
years  of  my  life  to  the  office  of  President.  True.  And  if  I  had 
to  do  it  over  again  I  would  do  the  same  thing.  It  has  been  well 
worth  while.  (Applause.) 

I  have  gone  up  the  line  with  this  organization  when  for  years 
it  was  struggling  against  its  enemies  from  without,  and,  unfor- 
tunately, against  its  enemies  from  within.  But  in  spite  of  all 
their  work  we  have  gradually  and  gradually  forged  ahead.  If  I 
passed  away  to-morrow,  with  the  memory  of  this  great  Conven- 
tion here,  the  best  and  the  most  progressive  one,  the  most  intelli- 
gent one  that  I  have  ever  had  the  honor  of  presiding  over,  I  feel, 
my  friends,  that  if  my  work  stopped  at  the  close  of  this  Conven- 
tion, with  your  magnificent  unanimous  vote,  that  the  dream  of  my 
life  had  been  accomplished  and  that  I  had  done  some  little  share, 
some  little  work  in  bringing  it  about,  and  that  was  the  establish- 
ment of  a  real,  solid  progressive  trade  movement  of  Textile  Work- 
ers in  all  its  branches,  all  working,  fighting  and  sailing  under  one 
banner. 

We  have  no  room  for  secessionists ;  we  have  no  room  for  the 
deserter;  we  have  no  room  for  those  who  would  tear  us  down. 
The  room  in  this  organization  is  for  those  who  beheve  in  con- 
struction work;  who  believe  in  building  up.  We  have  got  an 
organization  now,  an  organization  that  I  believe  will  live  in  the 
memory  of  the  Trade  Union  movement  as  long  as  the  Trade 
Union  movement  exists. 

Again,  my  friends,  I  thank  you  for  the  great  honor  you  have 
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bestowed  upon  me.  I  have  done,  as  I  said,  the  best  I  knew  how. 
I  have  given  you  the  best  there  was  in  me.  I  have  tried  to  be 
fair,  but  I  have  tried  to  be  fearlessly  fair;  to  cater  to  no  man, 
nor  to  no  woman  connected  with  our  organization,  but  do  my 
duty  as  I  saw  it  and  give  them  all  a  square  deal.  If  God  spares 
me  during  the  year,  I  can  only  say  this,  that  what  I  have  tried  to 
do  for  thirteen  years  past,  I  shall  try  to  do  one  year  hence, 
when  I  hope  the  most  of  us,  if  not  all  of  us,  will  meet  again 
in  Convention.  I  shall  give  you  the  best  there  is  in-  me ;  no  mortal 
can  give  you  any  more.  (Applause.) 

(President  Golden  assumed  the  Chair.) 

President  Golden  :  The  next  order  of  business  is  the  nomina- 
tion and  election  of  a  First  Vice-President. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chairman  and 
delegates,  I  rise  to  place  in  nomination  some  of  our  young  blood, 
that  is  what  I  said,  I  think,  a  year  ago  when  I  took  the 
floor  and  made  the  nomination  that  we  wanted  some  young 
blood  to  help  the  old  blood  that  has  been  doing  our  work 
for  a  number  of  years.  The  man  I  propose  to  place  in  nomi- 
nation, is  that  young  blood  that  has  served  us  so  ably  for  the 
past  year.  From  our  experience  in  our  locality,  he  served  us 
well.  I  have  never  heard  one  word  against  his  conduct  or  the 
work  of  the  gentleman  that  I  am  about  to  nominate..  He  has 
done  his  work,  clean,  good  and  well.  He  has  been  ready  at  all 
times,  not  only  in  season  but  out  of  season,  to  step  into  the  breach, 
and  I  believe  we  will  all  agree  that  Jesse  Walker,  that  being  the 
gentleman's  name  that  I  am  about  to  place  before  you  as  can- 
didate for  the  First  Vice-President,  has  measured  up  com- 
petely,  and,  therefore,  I  place  in  nomination  for  First  Vice-Presi- 
dent Jesse  Walker.  (Applause.) 

Delegate  Farris  (Local  696,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  President, 
I  take  great  pleasure  in  seconding  the  nomination  of  Brother 
Walker,  because  several  of  my  colleagues  and  myself,  in  Philadel- 
phia, have  been  placed  in  a  position  of  having  to  do  work  with 
Brother  Walker,  and  I  will  say  conscientiously  without  fear  of 
contradiction  that  Brother  Walker  has  lived  up  to  every  qualifica- 
tion in  the  position  that  he  was  elected  to  last  year. 

Delegate  Bressler  (Local  72,  Philadelphia)  :  I  would  like  to 
add  my  appreciation  to  the  nomination.  I  want  to  say  that 
Brother  Walker  has  not  only  gone  along  the  lines  of  doing  his 
duty  as  a  Trade  Unionist,  but  has  gained  the  confidence  and  heart- 
felt gratitude  not  only  of  the  ones  that  he  has. come  in  contact  with 
continually,  but  the  rank  and  file  of  the  movement  in  Philadelphia. 
I  feel  they  appreciate  his  work  more  than  any  other,  with  due 
respect  to  all  other  organizers  that  have  been  there.  He  has  got 
their  heartfelt  gratitude  in  the  work  he  has  done  for  them  and, 
therefore,  I  want  to  concur  in  the  nomination  of  Brother  Walker. 


UNITED  TEXTILE  WORKERS  OF  AMERICA. 


]03 


Delegate  Clement  (Local  687,  Brooklyn) :   I  move  that  nom- 
inations* for  First  Vice-President  be  closed. 
Motion  seconded. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  motion.  All  those 
in  favor  of  the  same  will  signify  by  saying  **aye" ;  opposed,  "no." 
The  motion  is  adopted. 

Delegate  Johnston  (Local  446,  Cohoes,  N.  Y.)  :  I  move 
that  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  cast  one  ballot  for  the  nomina- 
tion of  Jesse  Walker  as  First  Vice-President.  - 

Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  motion  that  the  Sec- 
retary cast  one  ballot  for  Jesse  Walker  as  First  Vice-President. 
Are  you  ready  for  the  question  ?  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion 
will  signify  by  saying  "aye" ;  opposed,  "no."  It  is  a  unanimous 
vote. 

Secretary  Conboy:  It  is  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  that  I 
cast  for  the  .second  time  a  unanimous  ballot  for  Jesse  Walker  as 
First  Vice-President  of  the  United  Textile  Workers.  (Applause.) 

President  Golden  :  Delegate  Walker,  one  ballot  having  been 
cast  by  the  whole  of  this  Convention  for  you  as  First  Vice-Presi- 
dent, I  now  declare  you  in  office  for  the  ensuing  year. 

First  Vice-President  Walker  :  Mr.  President  and  Sisters 
and  Brothers :  I  want  to  thank  the  delegates  for  electing  me  to  this 
office  for  the  second  time.  A  year  ago  I  felt  highly  honored  by 
being  elected  to  this  office  and  I  feel  more  highly  honored  at  this 
time  after  serving  you  a  year  and  the  splendid  vote  of  confidence 
that  you  have  given  me  at  this  time.  I  want  to  assure  you  that 
this  coming  year  I  will  try  to  do  my  work  just  as  well  and  better 
than  in  the  past.  I  thank  you  from  my  heart  for  this  splendid 
appreciation.  I  thank  you  from  my  heart  for  what  you  have 
done  for  me  here  today.  (Applause.) 

President  Golden  :  The  next  order  of  business  is  the  nomina- 
tion and  election  of  a  Second  Vice-President. 

Delegate  Thomas  (Local  726,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chairman 
and  Fellow  Delegates :  I  feel  like  Delegate  Hall,  that  I  would  Hke 
to  have  the  pleasure  of  nominating  some  of  the  young  blood,  as 
he  states,  a  man,  while  he  may  not  have  the  greatest  experience  in 
the  Labor  Movement,  but  a  man  I  have  watched  very  carefully 
in  his  own  Local,  and  also  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  serving  with 
him  as  an  official  of  this  International  for  the  last  year  and  I 
also  know  the  stndard  of  this  man,  the  makeup  of  him,  and  also 
the  position  he  has  brought  his  own  Local  through ;  the  fights  that 
he  has  handled  and  how  he  has  handled  them  successfully;  also 
the  business  of  this  organization.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  take  great 
pleasure  in  nominating  for  Second  Vice-President  Mr.  Frank 
McKosky.  (Applause.) 
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Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  second  the  nomination  of 
Brother  Frank  McKosky,  and  I  could  not  let  this  opportunity- 
escape  me  without  saying  a  few  words  in  praise  of  the  same 
Frank  McKosky.  There  never  was  a  truer  friend  to  the  working 
people ;  he  has  been  on  the  job  at  all  times  and  this  in  connection 
with  his  own  organization  and  no  one  ever  saw  Frank  McKosky 
at  any  time  when  he  was  asked  to  do  anything  by  any  Local  in 
the  district  of  Kensington  that  he  did  not  respond  heartily  to 
them  and  gave  them  all  the  assistance  that  he  could,  very  often 
when  he  would  be  condemned  by  his  own  members  for  the  work 
he  had  performed  in  the  field  of  Labor.  (Applause.) 

Delegate  Ellis  (Local  883,  Fultonville,  N.  Y.)  :   I  move  that 
the  nominations  be  closed. 
Motion  seconded. 

President  Golden  :  It  has  been  moved  and  seconded  that 
nominations  be  closed.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  All 
those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  signify  by  saying  ''aye" ;  those 
opposed,  "no."    It  is  a  vote. 

Delegate  Welch  (Local  520,  Cohoes,  N.  Y.) :  I  move  that 
the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  cast  one  ballot  for  Brother  Mc- 
Kosky. 

Motion  seconded. 

President  Golden  :  It  has  been  moved  and  seconded  that 
the  Secretary-Treasurer  cast  one  ballot  for  Delegate  McKosky 
as  Second  Vice-President.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question  ?  All 
those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  signify  by  saying  ''aye" ;  those 
opposed,  "no."    It  is  a  vote. 

Secretary  Conboy  :  It  is  again  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure 
that  I  cast  one  ballot  for  Brother  Frank  McKosky  of  Philadel- 
phia, as  Second  Vice-President  of  the  United  Textile  Workers 
of  America.  (Applause.) 

President  Golden  :  One  ballot  having  been  cast  by  the  in- 
structions of  this  Convention,  for  Delegate  Frank  McKosky, 
for  Second  Vice-President,  I  hereby  declare  him  elected  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Sp:con]>  Vici-:- President  McKosky:  Mr.  President  and  Fel- 
low Delegates :  I  wish  to  thank  the  delegates  to  this  Convention 
for  again  honoring  me  with  the  office  of  Second  Vice-President. 
I  might  state  that  I  felt  as  though  I  never  did  any  more  than  my 
duty,  and  that  has  been  very  little.  Of  course,  I  did  it  as  I  saw 
it  and  [  hope  [  will  continue  to  do  So,  and  I  will  not  betray  the 
trust  that  has  been  placed  in  me  by  the  delegates.  I  thank  you  all. 
(Applause.) 

pRESiDKN'j  Goi.DivN  :  The  next  order  of  business  is  the  nomina- 
tion and  election  of  a  Secretary-Treasurer. 
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Delegate  Starr  (Local  678,  Paterson)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  1 
would  like  at  this  time  to  place  before  you  for  our  Secretary- 
Treasurer  one  whom  I  think  you  will  all  agree  with  me  is  thor- 
oughly qualified  to  fill  it.  Looking  back  on  years  gone  by,  Mr. 
President,  to  the  work  that  has  been  done,  and  looking  forward  to 
the  present  time  to  the  work  that  has  been  accomplished,  I  think 
the  delegates  will  agree  with  me  when- 1  say  that  the  work  at  the 
present  time  in  the  International  office  will  compare  favorably 
with  any  other  National  office  in  the  country,  and  that  work  has 
been  performed  by  a  woman. 

I  would  like  at  this  time,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  the  second  time, 
to  place  before  you  the  name  of  Sara  A.  Conboy  as  Secretary- 
Treasurer  for  the  coming  year  of  the  National  organization. 
(Applause.) 

I  feel,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  placing  that  name  before  you  as  I 
did  last  year — she  was  an  unknown  quantity  then,  but  she  is  not 
an  unknown  quantity  now — she  has  performed  her  work  in  an 
able  manner,  in  my  estimation,  and  the  Committee  who  have 
examined  her  report  tell  us  she  has  done  her  work  in  a  goodly 
manner,  and  don't  think  you  could  improve  on  that.  While  we 
may  have  some  criticisms  to  make  on  some  things  that  may  have 
been  done,  at  the  same  time  it  may  have  been  for  the  benefit  of 
this  organization,  and  without  any  further  adios  I  take  the  pleas- 
ure of  placing  before  this  Convention  the  name  of  Sara  A.  Con- 
boy  for  Secretary-Treasurer.  (Applause.) 

Delegate  Smith  (Local  890,  Philadelphia)  :  I  come  from  a 
Local  that  opposed  last  year  Sara  A.  Conboy,  and  I  would  now 
like  to  second  the  nomination  of  Sara  A.  Conboy.  We  are  glad 
that  she  was  elected  Secretary-Treasurer  last  year  at  the  Conven- 
tion, and  T  would  Hke  to  go  on  record  as  seconding  her  nomina- 
tion. 

Delegate  McMahon  (Local  955,  Lowell):  Again  it  is  my 
pleasure  to  second  the  nomination  of  our  Secretary-Treasurer. 
Last  year  I  said  here  in  this  hall  that  the  Sister  would  make  good, 
and  that  she  has  done  this  the  results  have  amply  proven,  and  it 
is  with  great  pleasure  that  as  an  Organizer,  I  have  worked  in  con- 
cert with  the  office  through  our  Secretary-Treasurer,  and  can  tes- 
tify to  the  faithful  work  which  she  has  done  and  well  done.  The 
work  that  she  has  done,  we  delegates  know  better  than  the  rank 
and  file.  We  delegates  to  this  Convention  have  got  unbounded 
confidence  in  her,  and  as  Brother  Starr  said  in  praising  our  Sis- 
ter, the  records  prove  it..  Our  office  is  second  to  none,  and  it 
gives  me  great  pleasure  in  seconding  the  nomination  of  Sara  A. 
Conboy.  (Applause.) 

Delegate  Powers  (Local  486,  Pawtucket)  :  While  many  of 
the  delegates,  perhaps,  think  I  am  an  objector — I  usually  say  what 
I  mean,  whether  it  pleases  or  not — I  think  at  this  time  I  would 
be  somewhat  derelict  if  I  did  not  voice  what  I  feel  in  regard  to  the 
Secretary-Treasurer    She  has  accomplished  an  enormous  amount 
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of  work  in  reorganizing  our  office.  Very  few  women  have  got 
the  abihty  to  do  what  she  has  done,  and  I  do  not  know  in  all  the 
thousands  that  compose  the  membership  of  our  organization  a 
single  individual  that  I  feel  could  take  her  place  in  any  way  to 
compare  with  her  at  all,  and  it  gives  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure 
to  second  the  nomination  of  Sara  A.  Conboy.  ( (Applause.) 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  I  want  to 
have  something  to  -say  here,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  want  also  to  second 
the  nomination  of  Sara  A.  Conboy.  I  was  one  of  the  delegates 
from  Philadelphia  at  the  last  Convention  that  formed  an  opinion 
in  regard  to  her  ability,  and  I  was  not  mistaken,  and  I  am  pleased 
to  know  that  I  was  not  mistaken  Mr.  Chairman,  because  I  am  a 
pretty  good  judge  of  human  nature. 

I  want  to  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  with  the  indulgence  of  the  dele- 
gates, that  the  Dyers  of  Philadelphia  came  through  a  strike  of 
six  months'  standing,  and  in  all  that  time  our  International  Or- 
ganization never  missed  a  weekly  check,  nor  an  encouraging  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary.  Everything  was  in  harmony  be- 
tween the  Dyers'  organization  and  the  International  Office,  and  I 
would  not  be  doing  my  duty  if  I  did  not  say  something  in  her 
praise  and  favor.  I  believe  that  she  is  one  of  the  best  secretaries 
and  one  of  the  most  efficient  secretaries  that  we  could  have  and 
it  gives  me  great  pleasure  again  to  second  her  nomination.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

Delegate  Thomas  (Local  726,  Philadelphia)  :    I  move  that 
nominations  for  Secretary-Treasurer  be  closed. 
Motion  seconded. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  motion.  All  those  in 
favor  will  give  their  consent  by  saying  "aye";  those  opposed, 
"no."    It  is  a  vote. 

Delegate  Flood  (Local  552,  Cohoes)  :  I  move  that  the  First 
Vice-President  be  instructed  to  cast  the  ballot  of  this  Convention 
for  Sara  A.  Conboy. 

Motion  seconded. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  motion ;  are  you 
ready  for  the  question?  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will 
signify  by  saying  "aye";  those  opposed,  "no."    It  is  a  vote. 

First  Vice-President  Walker:  Mr.  President,  I  cast  one 
ballot  for  Sara  A.  Conboy  as  Secretary-Treasurer  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

President  Golden  :  One  ballot  having  been  cast  by  the  First 
Vice-President  for  Sara  A.  Conboy  as  Secretary-Treasurer 
for  the  ensuing  year,  I  now  declare  her  duly  elected  for  that 
term.  (Applause.) 

Secretary  Conboy:    Mr.  President  and  Delegates:   I  in 'turn 
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with  the  other  officers  whom  you  have  honored  with  unanimous 
re-election  this  year,  wish  to  thank  you  most  heartily  and  sin- 
cerely for  the  honor  you  have  bestowed  upon  me.  First  of  all, 
you  have  unanimously  elected  me  your  Secretary-Treasurer,  car- 
ing for  your  funds  for  the  coming  year,  and  also  keeper  of  your 
records  for  another  year. 

You  have  made  history  in  the  United  Textile  Workers  of 
America  in  having  the  only  woman  International  Secretary- 
Treasurer  in  the  whole  American  Federation  of  Labor,  and  I 
feel  that  the  honor  you  have  conferred  upon  me  is  something 
that  I  must  conserve  with  a  great  deal  of  care..  First  of  all  for 
my  own  honor,  but  second,  and  by  no  means  last,  for  the  honor 
of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  who  have  so  honored 
me.  (Applause.) 

I  said  at  the  last  Convention  that  the  United  Textile  Workers 
of  America  is  only  in  the  making.  My  words  have  come  only  too 
true  and  I  may  say  this  that  I  hope  the  next  year  will  go  on  as 
this  present  year  has  gone  on.  Please  do  not  give  me  all  the 
credit ;  I  do  not  deserve  it.  Give  much  of  it  to  our  good  local  sec- 
retaries who  have  worked  so  ably  and  so  hard  to  help  out  in  the 
work;  give  a  good  deal  to  our  Organizers  who  have  worked  so 
hard  to  make  our  work  at  the  office  successful ;  give  some  of  it  to 
our  Vice-Presidents  who  .have  been  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand, 
and  last,  but  not  least,  give  a  good  deal  of  it  to  our  General 
President  who  has  helped  me  over  many  stony  paths  where  I 
might  have  made  errors  had  it  not  been  for  his  good  judgment 
and  guidance  in  leading  me  along  the  right  paths. 

Once  more,  my  own  Brothers  and  Sisters,  I  thank  you.  ((Ap- 
plause.) 

President  Golden  :  The  next  order  of  bu-siness  will  be  the 
nominations  and  election  of  members  for  the  Executive  Council. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
rise  to  place  in  nomination  the  name  of  a  man  that  has  done 
extremely  good  work  in  Philadelphia — a  man  who,  while  advanc- 
ing in  years,  is  young  in  action;  a  man  that  at  all  times,  in 
season  and  out  of  season,  has  lent  a  helping  hand  to  the  up- 
building of  not  only  this  International  but  Local  organiza- 
tions as  well  throughout  Philadelphia ;  a  man  that  I  believe  we 
will  all  agree  is  thoroughly  competent  to  help  to  guide  this  great 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America.  I,  therefore,  place  in  nomi- 
nation the  name  of  Arthur  McDonnell  of  the  Dyers'  Union  of 
Philadelphia.  (Applause.) 

Delegate  McNulty  (Local  957,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  have  a  pleasant  duty  to  perform  at  this  Convention.  One 
of  the  largest,  perhaps,  the  largest  Local  Union  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  and  composed  very  largely  of  young  men,  have 
delegated  to  me  the  duty  to  place  one  of  their  members  in  nomi- 
nation. I  met  this  young  man  several  months  ago  and  was 
pleaded  with  his  attitude  and  his  work  in  the  Trade  Union  Move- 
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ment.  I  saw  in  him  a  young  man  that  would  do  proud  to  the 
Textile  Workers'  general  movement,  if  just  a  little  instructions 
were  given  him  and  a  guiding  hand  took  care  of  him  and  helped 
him  along  the  stony  passages  of  his  career,  and  I  feel  that  if  this 
young  man,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Woolen  Yarn  Workers' 
Union,  is  elected,  he  will  reflect  credit  upon  the  administration 
of  the  United  Textile  Workers'  organization,  represent- 
ing 1,700  members  in  this  Convention,  with  a  possible  3,000 
new  members  in  Philadelphia,  represented  in  this  Convention 
with  eight  delegates,  and  I  feel,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  he  has  a 
claim,  or  his  Local  has  a  claim.  His  Local  has  recommended  him 
for  nomination  and  the  delegates  from  his  Local  are  instructed  to 
vote  for  him.  This  solid  delegation  coming  from  his  Local,  in- 
structed to  vote  for  him,  entitles  him  to  some  consideration.  We 
need  young  blood  just  as  we  needed  it  a  year  ago,  as  Tobey  Hall 
said  in  the  selection  of  Jesse  Walker,  and  we  did  not  make  a  mis- 
take in  the  selection  of  Jesse  Walker  last  year,  and  I  am  proud 
to  see  the  young  men  in  this  Convention  who  are  taking  an  active 
part  in  this  great  life  work  of  ours. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  placing  in  nomination  Harold  Beards- 
ley  of  Local  25,  Philadelphia. 

Nomination  seconded. 

Delegate  Monday  (Local  807,  Knoxville)  :  I  want  to  place 
in  nomination  Brother  John  J.  Thomas,  of  Philadelphia.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

First  Vice-President  Walker:  I  want  to  rise  to  second  the 
nomination  of  Brother  Thomas  as  I  know  something  about 
Brother  Thomas's  work  during  this  past  year.  I  have  had  an  op- 
portunity of  working  with  him  over  in  Philadelphia,  and  I  want 
to  state  here  that  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  harder  worker  for  the' 
advancement  of  this  organization  in  Philadelphia,  or  in  any  other 
place,  than  Brother  John  Thomas,  and  it  gives  me  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure  to  second  his  nomination  to  succeed  himself  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  United  Textile  Workers.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

Delegate  Lutman  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  I  am  not  go- 
ing to  place  anybody  in  nomination  but  1  would  lijce  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  seconding  a  man  that  is  a  little  bigger  than  I  am  in 
size.  The  man  I  am  speaking  about  is  the  man  they  just  men- 
tioned a  moment  ago.  Brother  John  Thomas.  I  have  had  the 
great  pleasure  of  receiving  some  fatherly  advice  from  him.  If 
this  whole  Convention  were  to  take  the  advice  that  Brother 
Thomas  could  give  you  in  this  Labor  Movement,  I  think  it  would 
help  it  the  same  as  it  helped  me. 

Well,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  guess  I  have  said  enough,  but  I  will  ask 
your  indulgence  for  just  one  little  moment.  I  beg  of  you  when 
you  pick  out  the  names  of  the  different  candidates,  look  at  them 
very  carefully  and  you  will  find  that  Brother  Thomas  is  a  very 
faithful  worker  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 
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Delegate  Cusick  (Local  678,  Paterson)  :  Mr.  President,  I 
believe  we  are  entering,  or  have  entered,  upon  the  most  construc- 
tive era  of  our  International  Organization,  and  upon  our  incom- 
ing Executive  Board  we  want  men  whose  loyalty  and  whose  sin- 
cerity is  beyond  question,  and  without  extending  my  remarks  any 
further  Mr.  President,  I  put  before  the  Convention  a  name  which 
all  the  older  delegates  know,  and  which  I  hope  most  of  the  new 
delegates  are  familiar  with,  the  name  of  James  Starr  of  Paterson. 
(Applause.) 

Delegate  Gerraghty  (Local  503,  Pawtucket,  R.  L)  :  Mr. 
President,  at  this  time  I  rise  to  place  in  nomination  a  man  from 
Rhode  Island,  a  man  who  has  done  great  work  for  this  organiza- 
tion and  great  results  have  been  accompHshed  in  our  district.  I 
take  great  pleasure  in  placing  in  nomination  John  A.  Powers, 
of  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

Pelegate  Mullen  (Local  1007,  Lowell)  :  Before  I  place 
in  nomination  the  man  I  wish  to  place  before  the  delegates,  I 
would  like  to  inquire  if  the  communication  I  was  instructed  to 
hand  to  the  Secretary  stating  the  needs  of  my  city  are  at  hand? 

President  Golden  :  You  can  explain  it.   We  have  it  here. 

Delegate  Mullen  (Local  1007,  Lowell)  :  Well,  the  communi- 
cation that  was  placed  in  my  care  to  be  delivered  to  this  Conven- 
tion through  the  Secretary-Treasurer  was  simply  placing  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  Textile  Council  in  the  city  of  Lowell, 
taking  for  its  candidate  the  President  of  that  Local.  On  the  night 
that  unanimous  vote  was  cast  there  was  not  a  dissenting  vote 
among  us  and  he  represents  some  ten  different  Locals,  and  in  pre- 
senting the  candidate  I  am  putting  before  you  for  your  considera- 
tion, I  need  not  add  any  words  of  mine  to  demonstrate  his  ability. 
He  is  a  man  of  calibre  and  he  has  proved  his  ability  and  it  is 
proven  in  his  own  city  of  Lowell,  where  we  need  a  man  of  his 
ability,  where  we  can  organize  at  least  32,000  Textile  Workers. 
So,  therefore,  without  any  further  preamble  on  my  part,  I  pre- 
sent the  name  of  Brother  John  Hanley  of  Lowell.  (Applause.) 

Nomination  seconded. 

Delegate  Thiebault  (Local  734,.  Lowell)  :  I  have  the  honor 
of  presenting  the  name  of  Frank  R.  Le  Claire. 

Delegate  Welch  (Local  520,  Cohoes)  :  I  would  like  to  sec- 
ond the  nomination  of  Brother  Le  Claire. 

Delegate  Humphrey  (Local  807,  Knoxville)  :  I  would  like 
to  place  in  nomination  Mr.  A.  T.  Bradley,  of  Knoxville,  Tennes- 
see. 

First  Vice-President  Walker:  Mr.  President,  I  w^nt  to 
second  that  nomination. 


Delegate  Callaghan  (Local  696,  Philadelphia)  :   Mr.  Chair- 
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man,  1  would  like  at  this  time  to  place  in  nomination  the  name  of 
a  man  who  has,  to  my  mind,  shown  ability  as  an  executive  board 
member  of  Philadelphia  and  to  the  minds  of  the  old  members  of 
Philadelphia  he  has  proven  that  he  is  a  great  worker  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  every  place  he  has  been  called  upon  to  go,'  Mr.  Chair- 
man, he  has  faithfully  done  so,  and  without  any  further  expres- 
sion on  my  part,  I  now  place  in  nomination  the  name  of  Wm. 
Farris. 
Nomination  seconded. 

Delegate  Russell  (Local  72,  Philadelphia)  :  I  rise  to  nomi- 
nate a  man  from  Philadelphia,  our  home  town,  but  in  every  way 
I  think  he  is  qualified  to  represent  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Executive  Board,  a  man  whose  integrity  and  honesty  cannot  be 
questioned,  and  a  man  who  is  always  willing  to  give  all  sides  a 
fair  deal  whenever  anything  comes  up.  I  don't  want  to  go  into 
any  prolonged  discussion  about  the  ability  of  the  young  man,  but 
I  hope  the  Convention  will  consider  his  name.  I  have  the  honor 
to  present  the  name  of  Mr.  Chas.  Fowler,  of  the  Tapestry  Union 
No.  890. 

Delegate  Parleman  (Local  72,  Philadelphia)  :  I  wish  to 
nominate  Mr.  Russak,  of  Paterson,  N.  J. 

Delegate  McNulty  (Local  957,  Philadelphia)  :  The  delega- 
tion from  Mohawk  Valley  requested  my  services  this  morning  to 
place  in  nomination  the  man  that  they  had  agreed  on.  I  have 
known  this  young  man  during  the  term  of  this  Convention,  and 
am  well  acquainted  with  the  delegates  from  that  district.  It 
gives  me  pleasure  to  place  in  nomination  the  name  of  James 
Parsley,  577  Cohoes. 

Delegate  Ellis  (Local  883,  Fultonville)  :  It  gives  me  great 
pleasure  to  place  before  you  a  young  man  who  has  been  in  this 
movement  for  the  past  eighteen  years.  There  are  a  great  many 
offices  he  has  held,  President,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  and  I  take 
pleasure  in  placing  before  you  the  name  of  Samuel  Pettit,  Local 
851,  Paterson,  N.  J. 

Second  Vice-President  McKosky:  Mr.  Chairman,  I  feel 
that  I  would  be  lax  in  my  duty,  having  been  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Board  for  a  few  years  and  also  as  an  officer  of  the  In- 
ternational Union,  if  I  did  not  place  in  nomination  the  name  of  a 
certain  man  who  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  for  a  certain 
number  of  years  in  order  that  this  Convention  may  vote  for  him 
and  continue  his  valuable  services.  I  want  to  say  that  the  gentle- 
man I  am  about  to  nominate  has  proven  as  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Board  that  he  is  the  kind  of  a  man  we  want ;  he  is  ab- 
solutely level-headed,  absolutely  fearless  and  a  man  whose  value 
to  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  cannot  be  over-esti- 
matd,  and  without  any  more  elaboration  on  his  fitness  for  the 
position,  T  desire  to  place  in  nomination  the  name  of  John  Flood. 
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A3  most  of  you  know  he  has  been  an  old  member  of  the  Execu- 
tive Board. 

Nomination  seconded. 

President  Golden:    Are  there  any  other  nominations? 

Delegate  Tower  (Local  899,  Cohoes,  N.  Y.) :  I  second  the 
nomination  of  Mr.  Flood. 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  rise  to  nominate  a  man  from  Philadelphia.  This  man  has 
been  acting  in  an  executive  way  for  his  own  organization  for 
years  and  he  is  a  man  that  has  rendered  valuable  assistance  to 
this  Interntional  Organization.  I  have  known  him  for  years  and 
watched  his  work.  He  is  a  level-headed  man  of  executive  ability. 
Without  any  further  preliminaries  I  offer  the  name  of  George 
Creech  of  Philadelphia.  (Applause.) 

Nomination  seconded. 

President  Golden:  Any  further  nominations?  If  not,  what 
is  your  pleasure? 

Delegate  Bressler  (Local  72,  Philadelphia)  :  Is  it  in  order 
to  close  nominations? 

President  Golden  :  If  there  are  no  further  nominations  they 
will  be  closed. 

President  Golden  :  It  has  been  regularly  moved  and  seconded 
that  nominations  be  closed.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 
Those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  signify  by  saying  "aye" ;  those 
opposed,  "no."  It  is  a  unanimous  vote.  Now  it  is  my  duty  to 
inform  the  delegates  as  to  our  rules.  Not  more  than  three  mem- 
bers from  any  one  city  can  be  elected  on  the  Executive  Council. 
The  rule  has  always  been  that  providing  there  was  more  than 
three  nominations  from  one  particular  city  that  the  three  highest 
were  elected  as  members  and  the  others,  no  matter  how  many, 
dropped  out.  That  is  the  rule.  Then,  of  course,  comes  the  next 
highest  number  from  the  place  where  the  three  are  nominated 
from  one  city.  I  make  this  announcement  so  there  will  be  no 
confusion. 

Second  Vice-President  McKosky  :  How  many  nominees  are 
there  ? 

Secretary  Conboy  :  Fifteen. 

Delegate  Wilkinson  (Local  696,  Philadelphia)  :  Is  there 
any  provision  made  as  to  how  the  men  on  the  Executive  Board 
are  to  be  distributed  over  the  territory? 

President  Golden  :  No,  you  killed  that  off. 

Delegate  Wilkinson  (Local  696,  Philadelphia)  :  I  under- 
stood that  probably  you  would  follow  the  same  procedure  as  that 
of  last  year. 


112 


SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


President  Golden  :  That  is  the  same  procedure  that  we  are 
following  now,  nominations  and  elections  from  the  floor,  and  if 
there  are  more  than  three  from  one  place,  whatever  it  is,  the 
lowest  drop  out.    That  is  the  only  provision. 

Delegate  Wilkinson  (Local  696,  Philadelphia)  :  There  can- 
not be  any  more  than  three  from  one  city? 

President  Golden  :  No. 

President  Golden  :  The  next  order  of  business  is  the  elec- 
tion of  an  organizer. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  A  question  in  re- 
gard to  the  Executive  Board's  composition.  In  the  event  of  a 
member  or  a  delegate  being  elected  to  the  Executive  Board  would 
he  be  eligible  for  membership  on  the  organizing  staff? 

President  Golden  :  There  is  not  anything  in  our  rules  pre- 
venting it. 

Delegate  HalL'  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  President,  I 
see  that  there  is  one  of  the  organizers  nominated  and  that  is  why 
I  asked  that  question,  so  that  the  delegates  will  know  what  to 
do  in  selecting  their  members  for  the  Executive  Board. 

President  Golden  :   There  is  no  rule  to  prevent  it. 

Delegate  McMahon  (Local  955,  Lowell)  :  One  of  the  rea- 
sons that  actuated  us  Rhode  Island  men  is  that  in  past  years  with- 
out any  reflection  upon  the  men  that  come  here  year  in  and  year 
out  and  place  members  upon  our  Executive  Board,  we  have  got  no 
representation  in  Rhode  Island.  We  have  got  a  large  textile  dis- 
trict and  we  have  not  injected  the  germ  of  organization  into  my 
own  city  in  Providence,  and  I  feel  this  question  of  organizer, 
whether  he  is  appointed  or  not,  should  cut  no  ice;  it  should 
make  no  difference  in  a  matter  of  this  kind.  We  of  Rhode  Island 
want  a  man  like  Powers ;  I  don't  agree  with  a  good  many 
of  the  things  he  advocates;  I  don't  agree  with  him  all  the  time, 
and  I  don't  have  to ;  neither  does  he  have  to  agree  with  me ;  but  we 
want  a  man  in  Rhode  Island,  a  man  that  goes  down  the  line  night 
after  night,  and  that  is  why  we  place  without  any  consideration 
for  organizers,  a  man  that  does  the  work. 

Delegate  Powers  (Local  486,  Pawtucket)  :  I  am  the  man 
they  are  talking  about.  Most  of  you  know  it,  I  guess,  without  my 
telling  yoU  it.  I  want  to  say  this ;  while  I  am  an  organizer,  I  am 
near  the  term  that  one  of  our  members  last  year  with  a  loud 
voice  termed  a  half-breed  organizer.  If  there  were  some  more 
of  your  Locals  furnished  some  more  half-breed  organizers,  per- 
haps you  would  get  along.  I  want  you  to  understand  that  I  do 
not  live  entirely  on  the  money  of  the  United  Textile  Workers.  My 
Local  Union  pays  for  half  of  my  services,  and  I  want  to  go  fur- 
ther and  say  that  there  is  no  urging  on  the  part  of  the  members 
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in  Rhode  Island  for  you  to  do  any  such  a  thing.  My  resignation 
has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  President  for  the  last  four,  months 
and  any  time  the  United  Textile  Workers  think  that  they  can 
make  a  change  to  their  advantage  they  have  got  my  entire  ap- 
proval and  the  approval  of  the  membership  of  Local  486  in  doing 
it.  I  do  not  know  of  any  rule  here  that  prevents  that.  I  am  a 
delegate  and  member  in  good  standing  in  this  organization.  Just 
exactly  what  Brother  Hall  means  I  do  not  know.  I  would  like 
to  know,  for  if  there  is  some  real  reason,  there  is  not  any  one 
that  wants  to  decline  any  quicker  than  I  do.  I  do  not  want  to 
establish  a  precedent  here  that  might  be  dangerous.  There  is  no 
canvassing  or  any  political  motives  being  pulled  for  me  to  be 
elected  on  this  floor.  If  it  is  dangerous  I  want  to  be  the  first  one 
to  decHne  and  I  want  to  be  the  first  one  to  say  that  I  want  to  take 
no  part  in  your  executive  council  unless  it  is  absolutely  on  the 
level. 

President  Golden  :  '  '  Nominations  for  Organizer  are  now  in 
order. 

Delegate  Morgan  (Local  439,  Paterson)  :  This  time  I  rise 
with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  place  in  nomination  a  man  for 
Organizer,  who  from  my  opinion  of  him,  through  having  come 
in  contact  with  him  for  the  last  six  months,  has  shown  his  ability. 
I  don't  intend  to  waste  the  time  of  this  Convention  as  I  consider 
it  too  valuable,  and,  therefore,  propose  the  name  of  Thomas  J. 
Reagan.  (Applause.) 

Nomination  seconded. 

President  Golden  :    Are  there  any  further  nominations  ? 

Delegate  Smith  (Local  890,  Philadelphia)  :  I  would  like  to 
second  the  nomination  of  Brother  Reagan.  I  have  been 
acquainted  with  him  for  the  past  six  years  and  can  vouch  for 
his  ability. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :    1  move  that  nom- 
inations be  closed. 
Motion  seconded. 

President  Golden  :  It  has  been  regularly  moved  and  sec- 
onded that  nominations  for  Organizer  be  closed.  Are  you  ready 
for  the  question?  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  signify 
by  saying  "aye" ;    It  is  a  unanimous  vote. 

Delegate  LeClaire  (Local  734,  Lowell)  :  I  move  that  the 
Secretary-Treasurer  be  instructed  to  cast  the  ballot  of  the  organi- 
zation for  Thos.  J.  Reagan  as  Organizer  of  the  United  Tex- 
tile Workers. 

Motion  seconded. 

President  Golden  :  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  sig- 
nify by  saying  *'aye" ;  opposed,  "no."    It  is  a  vote. 
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Secretary  Conboy:  It  is  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  that  I 
cast  for  the  second  time  for  Brother  Thomas  J.  Reagan  a  single 
ballot,  making  him  Organizer  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  for 
the  coming  year.  (Applause.) 

President  Golden  :  One  ballot  having  been  cast  for  Thomas 
J.  Reagan  for  Organizer,  by  instruction  of  the  Convention,  I 
now  declare  him  duly  elected  for  the  coming  year. 

Delegate  Reagan  :  Mr.  President  and  Delegates :  I  want  to 
thank  you  again  for  the  confidence  that  you  have  placed  in  me  in 
electing  me  General  Organizer  as  you  have  in  the  last  few  years, 
and  I  want  to  say,  Mr.  President,  in  the  year  to  come  I  will  try  to 
do  the  work  as  well  as  I  tried  to  do  it  in  the  past.  I  know  Mr. 
President  and  delegates,  that  in  lots  of  districts  I  have  gone  into, 
as  the  old  saying  goes,  I  have  made  a  lot  of  friends  and  have  also 
made  a  lot  of  enemies,  but  on  my  prt  I  wish  to  state,  Mr,  Presi- 
dent, that  if  they  have  any  hard  feelings  toward  me,  I  have  not 
any  toward  them.  I  have  differed  with  them ;  argued  with  them 
sometimes ;  got  into  a  temper,  but  I  always  believed  in  my  mind  in 
arguing  and  going  into  those  questions  that  I  was  doing  it  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  and  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  workers  at  large.  I  want  to  say  in  conclu- 
sion, Mr.  President,  all  I  ask,  as  I  believe  should  be  given  to  all 
Organizers,  in  any  district  they  go  into,  is  the  co-operation  of 
the  workers  in  that  district,  and  I  will  guarantee  if  they  will  give 
me  that  in  any  district  I  go  into,  I  will  go  as  far  as  any  of 
them,  and  sometimes  probably  farther,  and  I  will  ask  no  man  or 
woman  to  go  into  any  place  that  I  will  not  go  myself. 

With  these  few  words  I  again  thank  you  for  the  confidence 
that  was  placed  in  me.  (Applause). 

I  ask  that  I  be  given  the  privilege  to  make  a  nomination  for 
the  Executive  Board  the  name  of  a  man  from  New  York,  or 
more  specifically,  from  Brooklyn,  the  name  of  a  man  who  has 
served  on  the  Executive  Board,  Brother  Jules  Clement  of 
Brooklyn. 

Dklegate  iTiALi.  (  Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  made  a  motion  to 
close  nominations,  but  I  believe  everyone  knows  that  I  did  not 
.want  to  close  the  doors  against  any  one,  and  there  is  no  protest 
on  my  part.  If  it  is  necessary  I  will  make  a  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  closing  of  nominations. 

Motion'  seconded  and  adopted. 

Dpxegate  Erampton  (Local  491,  Brooklyn)  :  It  is  not  nec- 
essary for  me  to  repeat  a  great  deal,  but  this  man  has,  as  I  said, 
been  on  the  Executive  Board  for  the  last  year,  and  he  has  certainly 
taken  care  of  his  office  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  and  he  has  some 
ability.  He  has  met  with  satisfaction  among  the  Locals  in  New 
York  and  of  Brooklyn,  and  his  name  is  Jules  Clement  of  Brooklyn. 

PRESIDENT  Golden  :  The  name  of  Jules  Clement  will  be  added 
to  the  nominations. 
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The  next  order  of  business  will  be  the  nomination  and  election 
of  delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  Convention, 
to  be  held  in  Baltimore.  The  Secretary-Treasurer  will  read  the 
call. 

Secretary  Conboy  read  the  Convention  Call. 
(First  Vice-President  Walker  in  Chair.) 

President  Golden  :  I  have  a  recommendation  that  1  want  to  . 
make  to  this  Convention,  and  I  want  the  delegates  to  feel  that 
I  am  making  that  recommendation  from  entirely  unselfish  mo- 
tives. This  Convention  is  pretty  close  at  hand,  practically 
three  hours'  ride,  or  less,  from  this  city,  and  easy  of  access, 
no  matter  from  where  the  delegates  you  elect  have  to  come. 
Now,  we  have  had  a  wonderful  year  and  in  that  wonderful 
year's  growth  I  have  told  you  what  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  has  done  in  the  way  of  real  solid  financial  support; 
given  us  thousands  of  dollars  during  the  last  three  years  to  help 
us  in  building  up  our  organization,  and  my  recommendation  is 
this,  to  show  our  appreciation  of  the  great  assistance  given  by 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  which  has  made  it  possible  for 
us  to  be'  entitled  to  more  delegates,  I  believe  that  it  would  re- 
dound to  the  credit  of  this  organization  to  send  a  full  delegation. 

The  Labor  Movement  knows  the  splendid  progress  we  have 
made  and  there  would  be  no  way  of  showing  it  better.  The  cost 
would  be  practically  nil;  the  cost  of  sending  a  delegate  to  long 
distances  is  not  in  evidence  at  this  time.  You  can  be  properly  and 
fully  represented  at  a  less  cost,  if  we  take  it  from  a  dollar  and 
cent  standpoint,  which  I  believe  should  not  be  entertained  in  the 
minds  of  the  delegates  here,  and  I  believe  that  we  ought  to  show 
our  apprciation  of  the  great  work  done  for  us  by  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  by  sending  to  this  Convention  for  the  first 
time  in  our  history  a  full  delegation,  and  the  biggest  delegation 
we  were  ever  entitled  to  send.  (Applause.) 

You  know  that  many  questions  will  come  up  there  and  very  • 
probably  the  continuance  of  the  one  cent  assessment.  There  may 
be  some  objections  to  it,  and  there  may  not,  but  wouldn't  it  be 
an  argument  for  some  objector  to  say  to  that  Convention,  "Sure, 
you  spent  over  $5,000  on  the  Textile  Workers  and, where  are  they, 
where  are  they?  One  or  two  here  and  they  are  entitled  to  four." 

Now,  my  friends,  I  am  advising  this  and  recommending  it.  I 
have  given  it  deep  thought.  I  know  the  sense  and  spirit  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  Officials,  having  such  a  close  con- 
nection with  them,  and  I  believe  at  this  Convention  we  ought  to 
strike  another  note  of  progress;  we  ought  to  show  them  that  in 
the  Convention  matters  we  have  got  away  from  our  cheap  policy, 
and,  Mr.  President,  if  I  am  in  order  at  this  time,  I  will  make  a 
motion  that  this  Convention  send  a  full  delegation  to  the  Balti- 
more Convention. 

Motion  seconded. 
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Chairman  Walker  :  It  has  been  regularly  moved  and  sec- 
onded that  we  send  a  full  delegation  to  the  Baltimore  Convention^ 
which  consists  of  four  delegates.  You  have  heard  the  motion ;  are 
you  ready  for  the  question.  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will 
manifest  by  saying  "aye" ;  contrary,  '*no."  It  is  carried  unan- 
imously. 

Nominations  are  now  in  order  for  delegates  to  the  Baltimore 
Convention. 

Delegate  Reagan  (Local  26,  Lowell)  :  Mr.  President  and 
Delegates  to  the  Convention:  I  rise  at  this  time  to  nominate  a 
man  that  you  all  know ;  that  you  all  know  well ;  a  man  that  I  have 
been  in  harness  with  for  the  last  sixteen  or  seventeen  years ;  a 
man  who  has  brought  the  Textile  Workers  up  to  the  position 
where  they  are  to-day ;  a  man  who  has  taken  it  upon  his  shoulders 
many,  many  times  to  go  into  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
Conventions  to  fight  the  battle  of  the  workers  that  he  believes  in ; 
a  man  that  more  than  once  has  gone  into  those  Conventions  and 
brought  forward  dollar  after  dollar  for  the  uplifting  of  the  United 
Textile  Workers;  a  man  who  I  know  in  1904  went  into  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  Convention  in  San  Francisco, 
Cal.,  single  handed,  and  through  the  good  work  that  he  did  there, 
secured  an  assessment  of  over  $45,000  to  help  win  the  strike  of 
the  Textile  Workers  in  Fall  River,  Mass,  that  wqrk  being  practi- 
cally done  by  one  man.  And  without  going  into  it  any  further, 
Mr.  President  and  delegates,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  at  this 
time  to  put  in  nomination  the  name  of  your  President,  John 
Golden,  President  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  as 
a  delegate  to  the  Baltimore  Convention.  (Applause.) 

Chairman  Walker  :  The  name  of  John  Golden  has  been 
placed  in  nomination.   Are  there  any  other  nominations  ? 

Delegate  Powers  (Local  486,  Pawtucket)  :  A  great  many  of 
the  things  that  have  been  said  by  my  friend  Reagan,  as  applynig 
.  to  Brother  Golden,  are  absolutely  true,  as  I  know  very  well,  but 
I  believe  his  remarks  could  be  extended  a  little  further.  I  have 
not  forgotten  the  Fulton  Bag  and  Cotton  Company  strike,  when 
we  had  an  unusual  demonstration  of  the  effectiveness  of  a 
woman's  plea,  and  I  do  not  think  we  would  be  hardly  fair  if  we 
did  not  show  our  appreciation  of  the  valuable  work  that  was  done 
at  that  time,  before  and  since,  and  I  believe  the  influence  she  could 
bring  to  bear  if  necessary  for  further  concessions  from  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor  to  the  United  Textile  Workers  would 
be  most  valuable  to  us,  and  without  trying  to  add  other  praises 
to  her,  which  I  believe  you  delegates  here  feel  as  well  as  I  do, 
I  take  great  pleasure  at  this  time  in  nominating  our  present  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer, Sara  Conboy,  as  a  delegate  to  the  Convention  of 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  (Applause.) 

Delegate  Le  Claire  (Local  734,  Lowell)  :  1  second  the  nom- 
ination. 
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Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  I  rise  at 
this  time  to  place  in  nomination  the  name  of  a  man  whom  I  know 
for  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  was  the  man  when  this 
International  Organization  was  struggling  along  with  a  15  cent 
per  quarter  per  capita  tax ;  he  was  the  man  that  wc  sent  all  over 
the  country  to  increase  the  per  capita  tax.  This  man  did  not  hide 
behind  anything.  He  went  before  his  Local  and  fought  a  good 
fight,  that  his  Local  organization  should  make  progress.  He  is  a 
man  that  I  have  differed  with  very  often  in  regard  to  methods,  but 
never  in  regard  to  his  principles.  He  has  them  from  his  toes  to  the 
top  of  his  head,  and  a  better  friend  to  the  laboring  man  or  woman 
does  not  stand  in  this  Convention.  He  is  a  fighter  from  the  word 
go  and  without  any  further  introduction,  and  I  know  that  he  will  ' 
grace  this  Convention,  because  he  has  been  placed  in  the  same 
position  on  many  occasions  and  without  any  further  remarks  on 
my  part,  I  offer  the  name  of  Tobias  Hall  from  Philadelphia. 
(Applause.) 

Motion  seconded. 

Chairman  Walker  :    The  name  of  Tobias  Hall  has  been 
placed  in  nomination. 

Delegate  Bressler  :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  need  not  go  into  any 
further  remarks  as  you  heard  me'  before  and  I  rise  at  this  time 
to  place  in  nomination  the  name  of  Edward  McNulty. 

Nomination  seconded. 

Chairman  Walker  :    The  name  of  Delegate  McNulty  has 
been  placed  in  nomination. 

Delegate  McMahon  (Local  955,  Lowell)  :  I  rise  to  place  in 
nomination  the  name  of  a  man  that  is  well  known  to  us  all,  and 
one  whom  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  working  with  and  co-oper- 
ating with  in  the  great  strike  of  Nashua.  I  know  the  work  he 
has  been  doing,  and  I  know  the  work  he  has  accomplished  in  my 
own  State.  I  know  at  all  times,  wherever  his  services  are  needed, 
you  will  find  him  Johnny  on  the  spot,  and  it  gives  me  great  pleas- 
ure at  this  time  to  place  in  nomination  our  First  Vice-President, 
Jesse  Walker, 

Nomination  seconded. 

(President  Golden  here  assumed  the  Chair.) 

President  Golden  :  The  name  of  First  Vice-President 
Walker  has  been  placed  in  nomination.  Are  there  any  further 
nominations  ? 

Delegate  Monday  (Local  807,  Knoxville)  :  Probably  every 
one  of  you  delegates  know  this  man  better  than  I  do,  but  so  far 
as  I  know  of  him,  he  has  proven  to  be  a  man  that  has  red  blood  in 
his  veins;  that  we  want  to  push  him  forward.  He  is  the  kind 
of  man  that  we  want  to  give  the  education  to  if  we  have  the 
opportunity  to  do  so  from  time  to  time,  and  that  is  why  I 
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want  to  place  in  nomination  the  name  of  Brother  Frank  McKosky, 
our  Second  Vice-President. 
Nomination  seconded. 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia) :  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  would  like  to  place  in  nomination  a  man  who  is 
known  to  all  of  us,  Thomas  Reagan. 

Nomination  seconded.' 

Delegate  Reagan  (Local  26,  Lowell)  :  Mr.  President,  I  rise 
to  place  in  nomination  the  name  of  an  old  friend  of  Labor,  a  man 
who  has  been  in  harness  for  a  good  many  years  in  his  own  or- 
ganization, and  a  man  that  has  never  side-stepped  anything  in 
regard  to  our  International;  a  man  that  has  been  a  pillar  to 
the  workers  of  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  a  man  that  I  have 
worked  with  for  the  last  five  or  six  months;  a  man  that  has  al- 
ways been  ready  and  willing  to  go  out  and  pick  up  the  reins  of 
the  Textile  Workers  whenever  duty  called  him,  and  without 
any  further  remarks  I  wish  to  place  in  nomination  the  name  of 
Thomas  Morgan. 

Delegate  Starr  (Local  678,  Paterson)  :  I  was  just  rising  to 
nominating  Brother  Morgan,  so  I  will  second  his  nomination. 

Delegate  Hanley  (Local  1026,  Lowell)  :  Mr.  President  and 
Brothers :  I  am  not  going  to  place  anybody  here  in  nomination, 
but  I  feel  that  the  General  President  of  this  organization  should 
not  be  put  on  the  floor  of  this  Convention  to  run  with  the  rest  of 
the  candidates.  N|ow,  just  a  second,  if  you  will  allow  me,  if  I 
am  in  order,  if  I  am  out  of  order,  call  me  to  it  and  I  will  come ; 
but  the  way  I  feel  in  this  matter  is  that  if  the  good  work  and  the 
esteem  that  we  hold  our  President  in  is  to  continue,  that  this 
body  should  stand  up  as  one  and  elect  him  as  a  delegate  to  that 
Convention  by  an  acclamation  vote.  That  is  the  way  I  feel  about 
it.  I  do  not  know  how  you  people  look  at  it,  but  that  is  the  way 
I  see  it. 

I  feel  Brothers  that  we  have  got  a  man  that  has  got  the  respon- 
sibility of  32,000  people  on  his  shoulders  and  we  should  not  bring 
that  man  on  the  floor  to  run  with  any  delegates  who  are  running, 
no  matter  who  that  man  is,  or  where  he  comes  from.  There  is 
one  thing  we  have  got  to  do,  and  I  think  it  belongs  to  us  all, 
Brothers,  to  respect  the  position  and  respect  the  man  that  fills  it. 
Therefore,  Mr.  President,  if  I  am  in  order,  I  would  move  that 
the  President  of  this  International  Union  be  elected  a  delegate  by 
the  unanimous  vote  of  this  organization. 

Secretary  Conboy  :   I  second  the  motion. 

(Second  Vice-President  McKosky  in  Chair.) 

Chairman  McKosky:  It  has  been  regularly  moved  and  sec- 
onded that  President  Golden  be  elected  by  acclamation.  Are. you 
ready  for  the  question?    All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  give 
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their  consent  by  saying  "aye" ;  those  opposed,  "no."  It  is  a  unan- 
imous vote. 

Delegate  Pakk  (Local  980,  Paterson)  :  1  move  that  nomina- 
tions be  closed. 

Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 

President  Golden  :  The  next  order  of  business  is  the  nomi- 
nation and  election  or  the  choosing  of  a  place  for  holding  the  next 
Convention.   Nominations  are  now  in  order. 

Delegate  Starr  (Local  678,  Paterson)  :  I  rise  to  place  be- 
fore the  Convention  the  name  of  the  next  city  where  the  Con- 
vention should  be  held  in  from  the  South,  and  do  some  more 
work  there  next  year.  I  believe  the  City  of  Washington,  D.  C, 
would  be  a  neutral  ground  for  us  to  meet,  and  I  move  you  that 
the  next  city  where  the  Convention  is  to  be  held  be  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  D.  C. 

President  Golden  :    Are  there  any  further  nominations  ? 

Delegate  Bressler  (Local  72,  Philadelphia)  :  I  would  like  to 
place  in  nomination  a  city  that  has  been  discussed  in  the  previous 
part  of  this  Convention.  There  have  been  a  great  many  other 
Conventions  going  to  that  city  and  they  have  been  successful 
there;  they  have  been  amply  accommodated,  and  I  feel  that  it 
would  be  a  good  place  for  all  the  delegates  from  the  various  sec- 
tions of  the  country  to  meet,  and  I  wish  to  place  in  nomination 
the  City  of  Baltimore  as  the  next  place  of  holding  our  Conven- 
tion. 

President  Golden  :   Baltimore  has  been  placed  in  nomination. 

Delegate  Hanley  (Local  1026,  Lowell)  :  Mr.  President  and 
Fellow  Delegates :  This  is  the  fourth  time  that  I  have  come  to 
Conventions  asking  if  they  would  not  go  to  the  City  of  Lowell. 
You  people  have  got  all  your  fancy  cities,  but  I  want  to  tell 
you  right  here  that  you  cannot  go  into  a  better  city  than  the 
City  of  Lowell,  nor  can  you  go  in  among  a  better  class 
of  people  than  you  will  find  in  the  City  of  Lowell.  There- 
fore, I  say  to  the  President  and  the  Brothers  that  I  would 
like  to  have  this  Convention  go  there  and  I  am  sure  when  the 
delegates  come  away  from  that  Convention  they  will  say  that 
Lowell  knows  how  to  do  its  business  and  that  they  have  given 
us  a  good  entertainment.  We  have  there  now  something  that  we 
have  not  had  for  thirteen  years,  a  Textile  Council,  and  we  have 
got  a  live  Textile  Council,  and  we  want  to  show  you  that  there  is 
not  a  city  in  this  whole  entire  United  States  that  can  give  you  a 
better  entertainment  or  treat  you  in  any  better  way  than  the  City 
of  Lowell  is  in  a  position  to  give  you.  Therefore,  I  place  before 
you  the  City  of  Lowell  as  the  place  of  the  next  Convention. 

President  Golden  :   Are  there  any  other  nominations  ? 
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Delegate  Bressler  (Local  72,  Philadelphia)  :  Whatsis  the 
population  of  the  City  of  Lowell? 

Delegate  Henley  (Local  1026,  Lowell)  :  The  population  of 
the  City  of  Lowell  is  107,000  people.  You  are  not  going  into  a 
little  town  when  you  go  there,  take  it  from  me. 

Delegate  Thomas  (Local  726,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  President, 
I  am  going  to  place  in  nomination  the  name  of  a  place,  not  that  it 
will  be  particularly  of  any  benefit  to  me  directly,  but  it 
may  be  to  the  organization.  I  believe  it  would  be  of  great  benefit 
to  the  organization.  It  may  cost  us  a  little  more  to  go  there ;  it 
may  cost  a  little  more  for  ea'ch  delegation  to  travel  there,  but, 
Mr.  Chairman,  the  name  of  the  place  I  am  going  to  place  before 
the  body  and  my  reasons  are  these :  In  the  last  couple  of  years 
we  have  had  a  secession  movement  in  our  organization  and  I 
believe  if  we  could  take  our  next  Convention  right  into  the  home 
of  the  secessionists  it  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  this  organiza- 
tion, and.  would  mean  the  redeeming  of  those  people  who  have 
been  taken  away  from  this  organization  and  bring  them  back  into 
the  organization.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  place  the  name  of  Fall  River, 
Mass.,  before  this  body. 

Delegate  Jennard  (Local  486,  Pawtucket)  :  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  would  suggest  a  city  that  is  in  the  home  of  the  secessionists,  a 
city  with  a  large  population,  and  a  city  with  ample  accommoda- 
tion for  the  delegates ;  a  city  that  can  be  reached  by  one  and  all 
very  easily,  especially  the  people  from  Lowell;  we  hqve  a  large 
body  of  Union  men  out  there  and  I  would  place  before  you  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Delegate  Limper  (Local  949,  Philadelphia)  :  I  was  going  to 
say  I  believe  it  would  be  profitable  for  this  organization  to  take 
the  Convention  into  the  South ;  into  some  textile  city  and  spread 
the  gospel  among  them. 

Delegate  Morgan  :  Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  place  in  nomina- 
tion a  city  that  I  do  not  believe  has  any  extra  qualifications  to  en- 
tertain the  delegates  in  any  shape,  form  or  manner,  but  I  do  think 
that  it  is  a  city  where  the  Textile  Workers  ought  to  try  to  get  in. 
r  am  speaking  of  a  city  now  where  the  Textile  Workers'  condi- 
tions are  as  bad  as  in  any  place  in  the  South,  where  there  are  some- 
thing like  18,000  or  19,000  Textile  Workers,  and  where  there  has 
never  been  an  organization  among  them  and  it  is  not  twenty-five 
miles  from  the  City  of  New  York,  where  the  most  damnable  con- 
ditions that  ever  existed  in  the  textile  industry  exist  to-day.  I 
place  in  nomination  the  City  of  Passaic,  N,  J. 

President  Golden:  Are  there  any  further  nominations?  If 
not,  what  is  your  pleasure? 

Delegate  Custck  (Local  678,  Paterson,  N.  J.)  :  \  move  that 
nominations  be  closed. 

Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 
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Delegate  Park  (Local  980,  Paterson)  :  If  I  am  now  in  order 
I  would  like  to  place  in  nomination  the  City  of  Paterson,  N.  J. 

President  Golden  :  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  that 
nominations  be  closed  will  say  "aye";  opposed,  ''no."  It  is  a 
vote.  It  is  customary  in  voting  by  ballot  to  appoint  three  tellers. 
What  is  your  pleasure?  Will  you  have  them  appointed  by  the 
Chair  or  how? 

Delegate  Hanley  (Local  1026,  Lowell)  :    By  the  Chair. 

President  Golden  :  Hearing  no  objections  I  will  appoint  Dele- 
gate Jennard,  Delegate  Morgan  and  Delegate  Boylan. 

Delegate  Starr  (Local  678,  Paterson)  :  To  facilitate  mat- 
ters I  move  you  that  we  proceed  to  ballot  on  the  place  of  next 
Convention.    The  Tellers  can  go  right  on  counting  the  ballots. 

Motion  seconded. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question?  All  those  in  favor  of  the  same  will  sig- 
nify by  saying,  "aye" ;  contrary,  "no."  It  is  carried.  .  We  will 
have  to  appoint  three  other  Tellers.  I  will  appoint  Delegate 
Parsley,  Delegate  Cusick  and  Delegate  Stoner.  We  will  announce 
the  names  of  the  places  as  soon  as  you  get  your  ballots. 

Secretary  Conboy  :  The  names  of  the  places  that  were  nomi- 
nated for  the  place  of  holding  the  next  Convention  are  as  follows  : 

Washington,  D.  C. ;  Baltimore,  Md. ;  Lowell,  Mass. ;  Fall  River, 
Mass. ;  Boston,  Mass. ;  Passaic,  N.  J. ;  Paterson,  N.  J. 

President  Golden  :  The  tellers  will  announce  the  result  of 
the  vote  on  the  place  for  next  Convention. 

Delegate  Parsley  (577  Cohoes)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  there  was 
a  total  of  99  ballots  cast,  as  follows : 

Baltimore,  1 ;  Passaic,  2;  Lowell,  35;  Fall  River,  12;  Washing- 
ton, 21 ;  Boston,  2L 

President  Golden  :  As  a  result  of  the  vote,  the  next  Con- 
vention will  convene  in  the  City  of  Lowell,  Mass..  (Applause.) 

President  Golden  :  The  Tellers  on  the  election  of  Executive 
Council,  which  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to  compile,  and  owing  to 
our  proceeding  with  our  business  here,  and  the  interruptions, 
have  made  the  request  that  they  be  permitted  to  retire  to 
another  room,  as  they  cannot  do  the  counting  here.  If  there  is  no 
objection  their  request  is  granted. 

Delegate  Hanley  (Local  1026,  Lowell)  :  Mr.  President,  I 
want  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Convention  for  voting  to  come 
to  the  City  of  Lowell,  and  you  can  take  it  from  me  as  I  said  be- 
fore, we  will  give  you  a.  good  time.  We  have  held  our  Con- 
ventions in  the  City  of  New  York,  we  have  gone  to  Boston,  and 
we  have  gone  to  Scran  ton,  and  when  we  go  to  those  places  they 
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say,  ''Where  do  you  come  from?"  and  we  say  "we  come  from 
Lowell,"  and  then  they  say,  "What  part  of  the  map  is  that  on?" 
It  is  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  as  I  would  reply,  and  I  want 
to  say  Brothers,  without  any  fear  of  contradiction,  that  you  will 
have  the  time  of  your  life  in  the  City  of  Lowell,  because,  as 
I  said  before,. we  have  got  a  Textile  Council  in  that  city  who  will 
start  in  from  to-day  to  make  arrangements  to  meet  you  people 
as  no  other  city  in  the  United  States  has  ever  received  you  and 
give  you  the  best  time  of  your  life.    I  thank  you.  (Applause.) 

President  Golden  :  We  are  now  ready  for  the  ballots  to  vote 
on  the  delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  Conven- 
tion. I  have  been  requested  by  a  number  of  delegates  to  make  an 
explanation,  and  I  believe  it  is  due  you  to  make  two  explanations : 
One,  when  the  girls  were  sent  out  to  compile  the  names  on  the 
ballot,  you  had  not  taken  action  on  electing  your  General  Presi- 
dent by  acclamation,  and  consequently  the  General  President's 
name  is  on  the  ballot  unnecessarily.  I  want  to  make  that  ex- 
planation because  it  might  confuse  the  minds  of  the  delegates. 

The  other  explanation  is  that  there  has  been  some  little  confu- 
sion in  the  minds  of  the  delegates  because  the  principal  officers 
are  being  nominated  for  candidates  to  A.  F.  of  L.  convention. 
Now  I  know  very  well  that  the  other  candidates  that  are  not  offi- 
cials will  take  what  I  am  saying  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  intend- 
ed. The  explanation  I  have  been  requested  to  make  by  a  number 
of  delegates  who  have  come  down  here  and  said,  "Well,  if  you 
are  taking  the  officers  away,  what  is  to  be  come  of  headquarters?" 
That  is  a  very  logical  question ;  the  explanation  I  have  been  re- 
quested to  make  is  simply  this :  That  we  are  only  following  the 
same  course  as  all  the  other  International  Unions,  whose  principal 
officers  are  there,  whether  it  is  the  Vice-President,  or  Secretary, 
or  whatever  they  may  be,  and  in  justice  to  the  questions  asked  I 
want  to  say  that  every  arrangement  can  be  made  that  is  requisite 
for  not  neglecting  or  interrupting  business  at  Headquarters,  pro- 
vided your  officers  should  be  elected,  for  the  simple  reason  that 
we  have  got  a  system  there  now  whereby  the  work  can  easily  be 
attended  to  and  the  office  will  not  suffer. 

I  want  also  to  inform  the  delegates  that  the  fact  of  one  or  two 
delegates  from  a  delegation  being  absent  does  not  affect  the 
strength  of  your  vote,  because  any  one  can  vote  the  vote  of  the 
whole  delegation,  provided  there  is  one  of  two  absent. 

I  have  been  asked  to  make  those  explanations,  as  it  was  not  quite 
clear  in  the  minds  of  the  delegates  whether  the  office  would  suffer, 
simply  because  you  had  nominated  certain  officers  to  represent 
you  in  the  A.  F.  of  L.  Convention. 

The  same  tellers — they  have  had  a  little  experience  now — ^the 
same  tellers  will  take  up  this  work.  You  vote  for  three..  There 
is  no  business  we  can  put  before  the  Convention  and  we  had  bet- 
ter take  a  recess  for  a  few  minutes.  - 

President  Golden:    T  was  going  to  suggest  if  it  would  meet 
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the  views  of  the  delegates,  and  we  are  all  here  practically,  Hving 
here  and  sleeping  here,  that  we  have  a  pretty  good  day's  work 
tomorrow  and  every  hour  would  count,  and  if  we  could  agree  to 
meet  a  little  earlier  than  usual,  if  we  met  an  hour  earher  we 
would  be  sure  to  get  through  an  hour  earlier.  We  have  done 
that  before  and  I  do  not  see  any  reason  why  we  could  not  follow 
the  same  course  and  try  to  meet  a  little  earlier  in  the  morning, 
which  would  give  us  a  little  extra  time  to  continue  with  our 
work. 

Delegate  Parle  man  (Local  72,  Philadelphia)  :    I  make  a 
motion  that  we  start  tomorrow  morning  at  eight  o'clock. 
Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 

President  Golden  :  The  tellers  on  the  vote  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  Delegates  are  ready  to  announce  the  vote. 

Delegate  Cusick  (Local  678,  Paterson)  :  Mr.  President,  99 
ballots  were  cast. 

Sara  A.  Conboy,  66;  Tobias  Hall,  49;  Edward  McNulty,  20; 
Jesse  Walker,  62;  Frank  McKosky,  17;  Thomas  Morgan,  39; 
Thomas  Reagan,  32. 

Delegates  Sara  Gonboy,  Jesse  Walker  and  Tobias  Hall  being 
the  three  highest,  they  are  duly  elected. 

Delegate  McNuLTY  (Local  957,  Philadelphia):  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  move  you  that  the  election  be  made  unanimous. 
Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 

President  Golden  :  Committee  on  Organization.  Chairman 
McDonnell. 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  I  have  a 
resolution  to  present.    Resolution  No.  36. 
Resolution  No.  36: 

"Whereas^  there  are  over  a  quarter  of  a  million  Textile  Work- 
ers employed  in  the  textile  mills  of  the  Southern  States ;  and 

"Whereas,  only  a  very  small  proportion  of  these  are  organ- 
ized ;  and 

"Whereas,  this  large  army  of  unorganized  workers  is  a  menace 
and  detriment  to  the  further  progress  of  the  organized  Textile 
Workers  in  other  States  on  account  of  their  long  hours  of  labor 
arid  lower  rate  of  wages  prevailing  in  the  Southern  States;  be  it 
therefore 

"Resolved,  that  we  urgently  request  the  officers  and  Executive 
Council  to  give  due  consideration  to  the  conditions  prevailing  in 
the  Southern  States  and  do  all  in  their  power  to  continue  the  or- 
ganizing campaign  in  operation  during  the  past  year  to  the  end 
that  the  Textile  Workers  of  the  Southern  States  may  be  organized 
and  their  working  conditions  bettered ;  be  it  further 

"Resolved,  that  providing  this  organizing  campaign  is  con- 
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tinued  we  pledge  ourselves  as  representatives  of  Local  Union  807, 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  to  co-operate  in  this  campaign  both  morally  and 
financially,  if  called  upon  to  do  so. 

"(Signed)  B.  L.  Monday^ 
A.  T.  Bradley, 
J.  A.  Humphrey, 
W.  L.  Stoner/^ 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  Committee. heartily  concurs  in  this  resolution 
and  would  commend  Local  Union  807,  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  for 
their  strong  support  and  assistance  to  organize  the  Southern  Tex- 
tile Workers,  and  we  refer  this  matter  to  the  incoming  Execu- 
tive Board  for  their  speedy  consideration. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  report  and  the  rec- 
ommendation. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  President,  I 
move  that  we  concur  in  the  recommendation  and  the  acceptance 
of  that  report. 

Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  (Read- 
ing.) 

Resolution  No.  27: 

Resolution  to  organize  New  York  City. 

"Whereas,  there  are  at  least  50,000  unorganized  Textile  Work- 
ers in  the  Greater  City  of  New  York;  and, 

"Whereas,  while  several  unsuccessful  attempts  have  been  made 
to  organize  them,  we  believe  the  time  is  now  opportune  for  a 
consistent  effort  to  be  made  to  organize  them;  therefore,  be  it 

"Resolved,  that  the  incoming  Executive  Board  be  hereby  in- 
structed to  arrange  a  conference  between  the  Organization  Com- 
mittee of  the  New  York  Central  Federated  Union  and  the  Brook- 
lyn Central  Labor  Union,  with  a  view  of  getting  a  man  or  woman 
who  speaks  at  least  English  and  German,  beginning  January  1st, 
1917,  to  try  to  organize  the  unorganized  Textile  Workers  of 
Greater  New  York;  and,  be  it  further 

"Resolved,  that  the  National  Union  make  mutual  satisfactory 
arrangements  for  compensation  for  same. 

"Presented  by  delegates  from  New  York  and  vicinty. 

"(Signed)  Jules  Clement,  Local  687, 

Edward  Laherty,  Local  946, 

Nathan  Wainess,  Local  1042, 

James  Starr, 

F.  C.  Marion, 

Thos.  F.  Morgan, 

Henry  S.  Frampton,  Local  491." 
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The  Committee  would  refer  this  resolution  to  the  incoming 
Executive  Council  with  power  to  act. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Organization.    What  is  your  pleasure? 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  move  it  be  con- 
curred in. 

Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chair- 
man, we  have  the  report  on  the  Organizers'  report. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  ORGANIZERS'  REPORTS. 

To  the  Delegates  of  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Convention: 

Your  Committee  on  Organization  have  gone  carefully  over  the 
reports  of  all  the  Organizers  and  note  the  good  work  performed 
by  all  of  them  during  the  year.  This  good  work  is  ajuply  shown 
by  the  splendid  gain  in  membership  during  the  year,  a  large  pro- 
portion of  which  can  be  properly  accredited  to  the  faithful  and 
efficient  work  performed  by  our  Organizers. 

We  believe  due  credit  should  also  be  given  to  the  officers  and 
members  of  our  Executive  Committee  for  their  wise  and  judicious 
selection  of  Organizers,  who  could  produce  such  splendid  results, 
and  we  hope  the  good  work  will  continue  during  the  coming  year. 

We  would  also  urgently  request  that  our  Organizers  be  given 
all  possible  co-operation  and  assistance  by  the  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  our  Local  Unions  in  the  localities  where  they  are  at  work. 

We  feel  that  the  splendid  results  achieved  during  the  past  year 
should  be  an  inspiration  to  all  of  us  not  only  to  co-operate  with 
the  organizers,  but  it  should  give  us  renewed  inspiration  to  see 
that  the  good  work  is  kept  up. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Organization. 

Chairman  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  I  have  got 
no  comment  to  make  so  I  cannot  say  anything.  My  heart  is  too 
full.  The  splendid  work  that  has  been  done  by  our  Organizers 
needs  no  further  comments.  I  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee, 
and  I  am  deeply  impressed  by  the  grand  work  they  have  done, 
and  sincerely  hope  it  will  go  on  for  the  coming  year. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Organization.    What  is  your  pleasure? 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  move  that  we 
receive  it  and  concur  in  the  report  and  discharge  them  with 
thanks. 

Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 
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Delegate  Wilkinson  (Local  696,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  have  a  report  here  that  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions.  I  presented  this  resolution  to  the  Resolutions  Com- 
mittee on  Wednesday  and  it  was  returned  to  me. 

Resolution  No.  34: 

"Whereas,  As  we  believe  that  the  Union  Label  is  a  very  nec- 
essary and  important  asset  to  Organized  Labor;  and, 

"Whereas,  We  do  also  believe  that  the  Label  of  the  United 
Textile  Workers  has  not  been  brought  before  the  consuming  pub- 
lic as  it  should;  therefore,  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  $500.00  be  set  aside  from  the  funds  of  the 
National  Body  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  propagating  the 
Union  Label  of  the  United  Textile  Workers ;  and,  be  it  further 

"Resolved,  That  this  sum  of  money  mentioned  above  be  put  in 
the  hands  of  the  General  Officers  of  the  United  Textile  Workers, 
who  shall  dispose  of  the  said  sum  of  money  according  to  their 
own  good  judgment;  and,  be  it  further 

"Resolved,  That  the  General  Officers  make  a  report  at  the  next 
Convention  as  to  their  results  obtained  from  the  money  so 
spent. 

"(Signed)  Horace  D.  Wilkinson,  Local  696." 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  resolution.  What  is 
the  pleasure  of  the  Convention? 

Delegate  Wilkinson  (Local  696,  Philadelphia) :    Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  make  a  motion  that  the  resolution  be  adopted. 
Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 

Delegate  Wilkinson  (Local  696,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  have  another  resolution,  but  I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
the  proper  time  to  report  on  it.  It  is  a  resolution  concerning  our 
trade,  and  it  is  something  that  probable  will  revolutionize  our 
trade  to  a  certain  extent,  and  I  would  like  to  have  plenty  of  time 
to  talk  over  this  matter.  We  had  a  little  experience  in  this  propo- 
sition about  a  year  ago,  and  we  were  not  satisfied  with  the  results 
obtained,  so  I  would  like  to  get  the  privilege  of  leaving  this  res- 
olution over  until  to-morrow,  so  that  we  can  have  more  time  to 
discuss  it,  because  I  believe  some  of  the  National  Officers  will 
want  to  get  in  on  this  discussion. 

President  Golden  :  We  will  now  hear  from  the  Tellers  on 
the  vote  of  the  Executive  Council. 

Delegate  Morgan  (Local  439,  Paterson) :  The  result  of  the 
ballot  is  as  follows : 

John  J.  Thomas,  Philadelphia,  87;  A.  T.  Bradley,  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  85 ;  James  Starr,  Paterson,  N.  J.,  83 ;  Arthur  McDonnell, 
Philadelphia,  75;  John  H.  Powers,  Pawtucket,  72;  John  Hanley, 
Lowell,  Mass.,  65 ;  George  Creech,  Philadelphia,  58 ;  John  Flood, 
Cohoes,  N.  Y.,  53 ;  James  Parsley,  Cohoes,  N.  Y.,  48;  Jules  Clem- 


UNITED  TEXTILE  WORKERS  OF  AMERICA. 


127 


wt,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  48 ;  Samuel,  Pettit,  Paterson,  45 ;  William 
Farris,  Philadelphia,  42 ;  Frank  LeClaire  Lowell,  Mass.,  34 ;  Har- 
old Beardsley,  Philadelphia,  28 ;  Isaak  Russak,  Paterson,  23  ;  Chas. 
Fowler,  Philadelphia,  12. 

I  might  state  that  two  men  are  tied;  Brother  Clement  and 
Brother  Parsley  are  tied,  each  having  received  48  votes.  Con- 
sequently, Mr.  President,  the  members  of  the  Executive  Council 
elected  are  as  follows :  John  J  Thomas,  Philadelphia ;  A.  T.  Brad- 
ley, Knoxville,  Tenn. ;  James  Starr,  Paterson ;  Arthur  McDonnell, 
Philadelphia;  John  H.  Powers,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. ;  John  Hanley, 
Lowell ;  George  Creech,  Philadelphia  ;  John  Flood,  Cohoes,  N.  Y. ; 
James  Parsley,  Cohoes,  N.  Y.,  48,  and  Jules  Clement,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  48.  The  ninth  man  resulted  in  a  tie. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee.   What  is  your  pleasure  with  the  report? 

Second  Vice-President  McKosky:  I  move  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  be  accepted. 
Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 

President  Golden:  We  will  now  proceed  to  decide  the  tie 
vote.  The  same  tellers  will  act.  The  two  tying  votes  are  Dele- 
gate Clement  and  Delegate  Parsley,  and  you  will  vote  for  one. 
The  tellers  will  now  proceed  to  give  out  the  ballots.  Result  91 
cast ;  Clements  47,  Parsley  44. 

Delegate  Bressler  (Local  72,  Philadelphia)  :  I  would  like  to 
make  a  motion  and  I  would  like  to  preface  my  motion  with  a  few 
remarks.  Mr.  Chairman,  since  the  election  of  officers,  and  it  is  a 
decided  fact  that  the  officers  we  are  going  to  have  for  the  ensuing 
year,  I  feel  owing  to  what  has  been  accomplished  in  the  district  of 
Philadelphia  by  our  International  Vice-President,  that  the  work 
should  be  continued  and  not  be  hampered  in  any  way..  There 
are  many  subjects  or  many  grievances  in  the  city  that  can  be  fixed 
up  in  a  very  short  time,  I  believe,  through  the  efforts  of  our  Inter- 
national Vice-President.  I  believe  there  are  a  great  many  organiza- 
tions there,  quite  a  few  at  least,  that  have  grievances  that  need  set- 
tlement and  I  feel  that  by  sending  back  our  International  Vice- 
President  to  Philadelphia',  where  he  is  very  conversant  with  the  af- 
fairs of  that  city,  it  will  be  a  good  thing,  and  therefore,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  make  a  motion  that  our  International  Vice-President  be 
immediately  sent  back  to  Philadelphia  to  perform  these  duties  in 
that  city. 

Motion  seconded. 

President  Golden:  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question  ? 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  it 
may  look  selfish  on  the  part  of  Philadelphia  to  still  want  to  retain 
the  First  Vice-President  in  Philadelphia,  but  I  would  like  to  in-, 
form  the  Convention  that  the  city  of  Philadelphia  is  only  a  base 


128 


SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  operation  for  the  First  Vice-President.  He  floats  all  around 
from  that  base.  He  has  got  what  they  call  a  district  office  in 
Philadelphia,  an  office  or  a  desk,  and  he  is  at  the  call  of  all  around 
Philadelphia.  We  would  not  ask  just  to  have  one  of  the  officers 
exclusively  for  Philadelphia.   That  would  be  too  selfish. 

Delegate  Starr  (Local  678,  Pater  son) :  I  am  opposed  to  the 
motion,  and  I  don't  think  that  Philadelphia  or  any  other  place 
has  got  a  right  to  come  here  and  ask  that  one  man  be  sent  there 
and  kept  there  indefinitetly.  I  think,  Mr.  President,  that  Vice- 
President  Walker  should  be  at  the  call  of  the  organization  to  go 
where  he  is  sent,  whether  Philadelphia  wants  him  or  not.  I  know 
he  is  doing  good  work  in  Philadelphia,  but  there  are  other  places. 
Why  should  Philadelphia  want  him  there?  That  is  not  the  only 
place  on  the  map.  Why  should  they  want  Jesse  Walker  or  any 
other  man  stationed  there  permanently?  I  certainly  hope  that 
the  delegates  will  vote  the  motion  down. 

President  Golden  :  Just  a  moment ;  let  me  make  an  explana- 
tion. I  think  the  motion  does  not  say  permanently  and  I  want  to 
call  attention  to  this  fact  and  this  may  save  some  debate.  It  was 
on  my  recommendation  in  the  last  Convention  that  in  order  to 
keep  up  with  the  work — I  was  the  only  field  officer  to  go  out  and 
straighten  out  grievances  and  help  out  in  strikes,  etc. — and  that 
the  time  had  arrived  when  if  this  work  was  to  be  done  the  Gen- 
eral President  must  have  some  assistance  by  the  election  or  the 
assigning  of  another  field  officer.  That  was  the  spirit  of  the 
creation  of  a  Vice-President  under  salary.  Now,  it  will  be  more 
necessary  this  year.  His  duties  also  are,  when  not  engaged  in 
this  work,  to  do  organizing  work,  just  as  the  General  President 
has  to  do;  just  as  the  members  of  the  Executive  Council,  v/ho 
are  all  Organizers,  have  to  do,  and  consequently  it  is  some- 
what against  the  spirit  of  the  movement  instituted  last  year 
in  assuming  either  that  Vice-President  Walker  is  stationed  per- 
manently in  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Allentown,  all  down  those 
regions  surrounding  here,  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Vice- 
President  Walker,  while  he  is  stationed  in  Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia  naturally  takes  up  most  of  his  time  because  it  is 
the  largest  district,  and  the  wisdom  of  that  movement  has  been 
amply  verified  by  the  results  that  we  have  secured  in  Philadelphia 
and  surrounding  district  ;  and,  consequently,  as  T  understand  the 
motion,  Vice-President  Walker  must  go  back  to  Philadelphia  im- 
mediately after  the  close  of  this  Convention,  because  there  is  un- 
finished work  there ;  but  at  the  same  time,  let  it  be  clear  in  the 
minds  of  the  delegates  and  let  them  carry  that  impression  back  to 
their  various  districts. 

Brother  Walker  is  not  stationed  in  Philadelphia,  and  anybody 
that  gets  that  idea  in  their  mind  is  wrong.  Brother  Walker  is 
situated  in  a  certain  territory  with  Philadelphia  as  a  base  of 
operation,  along  the  lines  of  the  district  plan  we  are  trying  to  work 
out  a,s  we  get  territories  more  thoroughly  organized.  Philadelphia 
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being  the  centre  of  that  territory,  Vice-President  Walker  has, 
been  stationed  there  for  the  most  part  of  the  year,  but  Vice- 
President  Walker  is  subject  to  the  call,  either  by  the  Executive 
Council,  the  Emergency  Commfittee,  or  the  President  of  the  or- 
ganization in  their  absence  to  go  and  do  any  work  of  a  general 
official  character  on  behalf  of  the  International  Union  that  the 
General  President  cannot  possibly  attend  to. 

For  instance,  under  the  old  regime  there  would  be  some  situa- 
tion, say  in  New  England,  that  was  serious,  and  then  just  about 
that  time  another  situation  would  develop,  say,  in  the  Cohoes  dis- 
trict, down  the  Mohawk  Valley,  or  in  the  South,  or  anywhere, 
and  in  order  not  to  have  those  people  waiting  at  a  time  that  might 
be  dangerous  in  the  delay,  another  field  officer  was  elected  in  your 
last  Convention. 

These  are  the  duties  of  Vice-President  Walker.  He  has  been 
called  as  you  saw  by  his  report  to  various  places  in  the  surround- 
ing country,  even  down  South.  One  of  my  pet  ideas  and  I  know 
there  is  a  strong  feeling  among  the  older  delegates  that  some  time 
later  we  will  develop  into  the  system  that  has  proven  to  be  the 
best  one,  namely,  that  every  member  of  the  Executive  Council 
instead  of  being  an  Executive  Council  member  will  be  a  Vice- 
President  of  this  organization  with  the  prestige  of  an  official  title, 
where  he  can  go  out  and  do  still  better  work,  and  this  will  come 
about  probably  at  the  next  Convention,  but  what  I  want  to 
clear  up  is  this,  that  Vice-President  Walker  is  not  permanently 
stationed  in  Philadelphia,  and  Vice-President  Walker  is  not 
permanently  or  even  temporarily,  or  for  any  length  of  time  sta- 
tioned anywhere.  He  is  a  field  officer  and  he  takes  up  the  work  of 
the  General  President  in  field  work  when  the  General  President 
has  not  an  opportunity  to  take  care  of  it. 

Delegate  Starr  (Local  678,  Paterson)  :  Mr.  President,  I  mis- 
tmderstood  the  situation  and  I  would  like  to  have  the  motion  re- 
peated. 

Secretary  Conboy:  The  motion  was  that  Vice-President 
Walker  be  immediately  returned  to  Philadelphia  to  take  up  the 
work  that  he  has  been  doing  there  the  past  year. 

President  Golden:  Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  All 
those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  signify  by  saying  "aye" ;  those 
opposed,  "no."   The  motion  is  adopted. 

This  Convention  stands  adjourned  until  eight  o'clock  tomorrow, 
Saturday  morning. 

Convention  adjourned. 


130 


SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


SIXTH  SESSION 


Saturday  Morning,  October  21,  1916. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  President  Golden  at  8 :15 
A.  M. 

President  Golden  :  The  Convention  will  come  to  order  and 
the  Secretary  will  call  the  roll. 

(Secretary  Conboy  called  the  roll  with  a  full  delegation.) 

Secretary  Conboy  :    Resolution  No.  37 : 

RESOLUTION  NO.  37. 

''Whereas,  the  Federal  Labor  Department  through  its  two 
Mediators,  Robert  M.  McWade  and  John  B.  Colpoys,  have  ren- 
dered valuable  service  during  the  past  year  in  assisting  our  Offi- 
cers to  mediate  and  adjust  many  labor  disputes,  and 

"Whereas,  Secretary  of  Labor  William  B.  Wilson  has  al- 
ways readily  responded  to  every  call  for  Federal  Mediators  when 
requested  by  our  International  Officers, 

"Be  IT  therefore  Resolved,  that  this  Sixteenth  Annual  Con- 
vention of  the  U.  T.  W.  of  A.  delegates  go  on  record  as  tender- 
ing our  sincere  and  heartfelt  thanks  to  Secretary  of  Labor  Wilson 
for  the  valuable  assistance  rendered  to  our  International  Union 
during  the  year  through  the  good  work  of  the  two  Mediators  above 
mentioned,  and 

"Be  it  further  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary-Treasurer  be  in- 
structed to  send  a  letter  to  Secretary  of  Labor  Wilson  embodying 
the  above  resolution." 

Motion  seconded  and  unanimously  adopted. 

President  Golden  :  There  is  a  matter  we  can  act  upon ;  H  is 
kind  of  straightening  out  what  I  consider  was  a  very  foolish 
piece  of  legislation.  A  few  years  ago  one  Convention  passed  a 
resolution  that  has  never  been  written  into  the  Constitution,  but 
the  resolution  meant  this,  that  the  members  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil elected  at  one  Convention  could  not  attend  the  last  meeting  of 
that  particular  Council.  The  policy  is  to  hold  two  meetings  dur- 
ing the  middle  of  the  year  between  the  Spring  and  the  Fall,  and 
others,  of  course,  if  a  serious  situation  arises,  and  in  the  meantime 
the  Emergency  Committee  holds  its' meetings  at  least  once  a  month, 
and  more  when  called  on.  The  first  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Council  is  held  immediately  at  the  close  of  the  Convention,  to  at- 
tend to  all  matters  referred  to  them  by  the  Convention,  and  then 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  is  held  immediately  before  the 
next  Convention,  to  attend  to  all  matters  referred  to  them  by  the 
Emergency  Committee. 
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As  the  law  now  stands,  any  member  elected  by  this  Conven- 
tion on  the  Executive  Council  could  not  come  to  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  Executive  Council,  which  next  year  will  be  held  in 
Lowell,  as  you  voted,  unless  that  member  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil was  a  delegate  to  the  Convention.  If  they  came  and  were  not 
delegates  they  would  be  compelled  to  pay  their  own  expenses. 

I  objected  very  strenuously  to  the  resolution  at  the  time,  but, 
however,  for  some  reason  or  other  I  was  overruled.  Now,  you 
see  the  injustice.  Here  is  a  member  of  the  Council  that  you 
elected  by  vote  yesterday  to  attend  to  all  the  meetings  of 
the  Executive  Council  during  the  year,  responsible  along  with 
the  other  Council  members  for  the  policies  they  pursue  and  the 
actions  they  take,  and  yet  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Council  these  members  are  debarred  from  attending. 

Now,  it  is  unfair,  and  I  think  this  Convention  ought  to  undo 
that  wrong,  and  if  a  member  of  that  Executive  Council,  elected 
by  your  vote  for  the  ensuing  year,  is  to  be  expected  to  stand  re- 
sponsible for  the  report  of  the  Executive  Council  and  its  work 
during  the  year,  he  at  least  ought  to  be  here  at  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Council  to  assist  in  winding  up  the  business. 

We  know  what  happens  in  Local  Unions  at  times  in  electing 
delegates,  but  whether  that  member  of  the  Executive  Council  is 
elected  a  delegate  or  not,  I  believe  that  he  ought  to  be  empowered 
to  attend  all  the  meetings  of  the  Executive  Council  which  the  pre- 
vious convention  had  elected  him  to  serve  on. 

Delegate  Beardsley  (Local  825,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chair- 
man, two  years  ago  I  believe  I  asked  that  same  question  myself 
in  Philadelphia.  One  of  our  members  who  was  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Board,  this  might  have  been  three  years  ago,  was  asked 
why  he  was  not  going  to  the  last  meeting  of  that  Executive  Board, 
and  he  said,  "We  are  not  supposed  to  go."  I  said,  "What  is  your 
idea?"  He  said,  "That  is  a  rule,  that  is  all  I  know."  That  man 
was  a  good  man ;  probable  he  did  not  suit  some  people  and  he  was 
not  elected  a  delegate.  He  had  been  on  grievances,  had  been  at- 
tending to  all  the  Executive  Board  meetings,  and  he  had  been  on 
the  job  just  previous  to  the  time  when  the  Convention  was  called, 
and  I  believe  the  man  should  have  been  on  the  job  to  make  that 
report  in  person. 

So  I  move  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  former  action  concern- 
ing that  matter  be  rescinded. 

Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 

Delegate  Tennard  (Presenting  report  of  the  Legislation  Com- 
mittee.) 

RESOLUTION    NO.  25. 

"Whereas,  According  to  statistics  recently  published  by  the 
United  States  Public  Health  Service  $180,000,000  is  the  annual 
cost  of  medical  treatment  to  American  workers,  and  their  annual 
wage-loss  on  account  of  disability  due  to  sickness  is  over  $500- 
000,000  more,  and 
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"Whereas^  The  investigations  of  the  Federal  Commission  on 
Industrial  Relations,  the  Department  of  Labor  and  United  States 
Public  Health  Service  indicate  that  the  introduction  of  a  universal 
system  of  health  insurance  would  protect  the  workers  against 
their  suffering  and  economic  loss  resulting  from  sickness,  and 

''Whereas,  Experience  shows  that  workmen's  insurance  in 
European  countries  acts  as  a  powerful  factor  in  the  prevention 
of  sickness  and  industrial  disease  and  in  the  prolongation  of  the 
lives  of  the  workers ;  be  it  therefore 

"Resolved,  By  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  in  Con- 
vention assembled,  that  the  Convention  favor  a  universal  system 
of  health'  insurance  with  contributions  from  employers,  em- 
ployes and  the  State,  in  order  that  adequate  medical  as  well  as 
pecuniary  aid  may  be  extended  to  all  sick  wage-earners  and 
specially  in  order  that  proper  emphasis  may  be  placed  upon  the 
prevention  of  sickness." 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  Committee  favors  the  adoption  of  this  reso- 
lution, therefore  I  move  you  that  we  adopt  this  resolution. 

Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  If  there 
is  nothing  urgent,  I  would  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  delegates 
here.  I  would  like  to  say  a  few  words  here  in  regard  to  one  of 
the  greatest  strikes  the  United  Textile  Workers  ever  engaged  in. 
Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to  show  the  delegates  the  great  benefit 
of  being  affiliated  with  an  organization. 

The  Dyers  were  organized  in  the  year  1909.  They  were  work- 
ing for  the  small  sum  of  about  $8  to  $12  a  week ;  $12  was  the  top 
price.  To-day,  in  the  many  and  various  dye-houses  in  Philadel- 
phia, Union  Dyers  get  30  cents  an  hour.  The  entire  membership 
has  had  an  increase  of  fifty  per  cent,  in  their  wages  since  coming 
into  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  and  a  great  many  of 
them  have  had  a  hundred  per  cent,  raise.  We  moved  here  about 
the  month  of  November  and  we  struck  the  first  shop  in  the  trade 
for  30  cents  an  hour.  I  will  not  keep  the  delegates  long,  but  I 
will  show  you  the  kind  of  a  fight  we  had. 

We  were  confronted  by  two  associations  of  Dyers,  what  we 
call  the  Fine  Jobbers  and  the  Coarse  Jobbers.  As  the  strike  pro- 
ceeded, these  associations  came  together.  They  pooled  their  issues 
and  paid  money  into  a  common  fund  where  they  pay  all  the  ex- 
penses of  the  shop  that  we  have  struck.  After  a  time  they  began 
to  weaken.  The  Dyers  of  Philadelphia,  you  might  say,  carried  on 
a  war  of  attritron.  It  was  a  weakening  down  to  the  end.  One  of 
these  employers  told  me  himself,  'T  could  pay  the  money,  but 
the  majority  vote  says  no." 

The  strike  went  on  and  we  struck  a  few  shops  at  a  time,  and 
then  rested  for  a  time.  We  called  twenty-one  shops  out  finally, 
and  that  was  the  blow  that  killed  father.  We  had  a  settlement. 
But  to  show  the  delegates  here,  after  several  conferences  at  the 
Manufacturers'  Club  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  by  our  Interna- 
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tional  representatives  and  our  Local  representatives,  these  men 
in  the  final  adjustment  of  our  strike, .  there  was  not  a  Master 
Dyer  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  who  showed  up  at  that 
settlement,  not  one  of  them.  The  strike  was  settled  by  the  manu- 
facturing interests  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  I  have  reference 
to  the  great  spinning  industry.  They  had  to  call  these  men,  as 
you  might  say,  mediators  or  go-betweens.  The  President  of  the 
Dyers'  Union  got  a  letter  from  Mason  Caldwell,  the  President  of 
the  Manufacturers'  Club,  asking  for  a  conference. 

So,  Brother  Delegates,  you  Can  see  the  kind  of  a  fight  that  we 
were  engaged  in.  This  man  Caldwell  has  been  opposed  to  Organ- 
ized Labor  all  his  life,  but  still,  when  men  are  thoroughly  organ- 
ized, you  can  have  the  bitterest  foe  of  Unionism  at  your  feet.  This 
is  the  case  of  the  Dyers  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Now,  I  want  to  say  a  word  in  praise  of  our  International.  I 
want  to  make  this  statement,  and  it  is  a  strong  statement:  If  we 
did  not  have  an  International  organization  at  our  back,  we  would 
never  have  won  that  strike.  I  want  to  make  that  statement  clear. 
Not  only  the  money  that  was  afforded,  but  the  prestige  that  was 
back  of^the  organization.  The  situation  was  covered  every  day 
by  our  First  Vice-President,  and  when  he  left  the  city  our  (Gen- 
eral President  came  and  took  his  place.    It  was  a  great  strike. 

I  want  to  say  a  word  or  two  to  commend  our  Secretary-Treas- 
urer. From  the  first  time  that  strike  was  endorsed,  there  never 
was  a  weekly  check  missing,  and  you  delegates  know  the  amount 
of  money  that  came  into  our  organization  to  win  that  strike. 

I  just  want  to  say  this  in  conclusion,  that  it  was  a  lasting  lesson 
to  all  Textile  Workers  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  Dyers 
were  opposed  by  men  that  were  banded  together.  They  had  their 
President,  their  Treasurer,  their  Secretary,  everytl^ing  just  the 
same  as  we  had  in  the  Local  Union.  They  poured  their  money  in 
to  beat  the  Dyers  and  the  strike  lasted  for  six  months.  The  Dyers 
in  the  end  got  everything  asked,  a  clean  20  per  cent,  increase.  You 
people  know  that  meant  five  cents  an  hour..  Well,  now,  I  say  there 

a  lasting  lesson  to  all  Textile  Workers  and  we  cannot  have  too 
much  organization.  It  was  the  most  harmonious  strike,  I  guess, 
that  ever  occurred  in  our  district.  We  did  not  have  a  single  de- 
sertion in  six  months.  As  the  strike  went  on  we  kept  placing  an 
assessment  on  the  trade  that  were  working  until  we  had  them  pay- 
ing 10  per  cent,  of  their  earnings.  That  is  how  we  won  that  strike, 
and  Brother  Delegates,  I  was  proud  to  meet  a  body  of  men  that 
stood  up  as  the  Dyers  of  Philadelphia,  and  any  man  who  occupies 
the  position  I  occupied  there  would  be  proud  of  them. 

In  conclusion,  I  can't  thank  the  officers  of  our  International  Or- 
ganization too  much  for  the  manner  in  which  they  handled  the 
strike.  Everything  was  in  harmony  between  us  and  a  great  vic- 
tory was  procured  for  the  Dyers  of  Philadelphia.  (Applause.) 

(Delegates  Tobias  Hall  presiding.) 

Delegate  Bressler  (Local  72,  Philadelphia)  :  The  Committee 
on  Resolutions  is  ready  to  report. 
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Delegate  Bressler:   Resolution  No.  30: 

RESOLUTION  NO.  30. 

"Whereas.  There  was  at  the  last  session  of  the  New  York 
Legislature  five  laws  passed  and  signed  by  the  Governor,  which 
are  now  enforced,  we  believe  were  intended  to  force  upon  the 
workers  of  the  State  of  New  York  a  system  of  compulsory  mili- 
tary training  and  service  that  will  compel  them  to  do  military  duty 
when  called  upon  by  the  Governor,  and 

''Whereas,  It  has  been  the  experience  of  the  workers  of  this 
and  all  other  States,  that  the  State  militia  has  been  used  against 
them  in  case  of  strikes  or  disputes  with  their  employers ;  therefore 
be  it 

"Resolved^  That  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  in 
Convention  assembled  go  on  record  against  the  laws  known  as  the 
Slater,  Welsh  and  Stivers  Laws  in  relation  to  compulsory  military 
training  and  service,  and  that  we  condemn  the  action  of  the 
State  Legislature  and  the  Governor  for  enacting  same,  and  be  it 
further 

''Resolved,  That  we  call  upon  all  members  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature who  are  friendly  to  or  members  of  Organized  Labor,  to 
repeal  said  laws  at  once,  or  amend  same,  so  that  the  State  militia 
cannot  at  any  time  be  used  in  case  of  Labor  disputes. 

"(Signed)  Henry  S.  Frampton,  Local  Union  491, 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y." 

This  resolution  was  concurred  in  by  the  Committee  and  the 
Committee  recommends  its  adoption. 

Delegates  Frampton,  Hall,  Lutman  and  Wainess  spoke  in  favor 
of  the  resolution. 

The  previous  question  was  then  called  for. 

Chairman  Hall:  The  previous  question  has  been  called  for. 
You  heard  the  report  and  recommendation  of  the  Resolution  Com- 
mittee.   What  is  your  pleasure? 

Delegate  Wainess  (Local  1042,  Brooklyn)  :    I  move  the  re- 
port be  accepted. 
Motion  seconded. 

C'nAJUMAN  I1ai-l:  It  has  been  regularly  moved  and  seconded 
that  the  report  of  the  Committee  be  received  and  concurred  in. 
Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

All  those  in  favor  will  give  their  consent  by  saying  ''aye" ;  those 
opposed,  "no."  It  is  a  unanimous  vote  and  the  resolution  unani- 
mously adopted. 

(ieneral  Robert  A.  McWade,  I'edcral  Mediator  in  Secretary  of 
Labor  Wilson's  Department,  addressed  the  Convention  and  gave 
an  outline  of  the  splendid  work  being  performed  by  this  depart- 
ment.    Aft("r  President  Golden  had  informed  the  delegates  of 
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the  splendid  work  performed  by  General  Robert  A.  McWade  in 
helping  to  adjust  a  large  number  of  disputes  as  to  wages  and  con- 
ditions effecting  many  of  our  Local  Unions,  a  rising  vote  of 
thanks  was  given  General  McWade  for  his  good  services  and  his 
splendid  address. 

Con.  Foley,  Executive  Board  Member  of  the  International  Bar- 
bers' Union,  then  addressed  the  Convention  on  the  value  of  organi- 
zation. John  J.  Manning,  of  the  United  ^Garment  Workers  of 
America  and  editor  of  their  official  journal,  The  Garment  Worker, 
addressed  the  Convention  on  the  aims  and  ideals  of  the  Labor  . 
Movement. 

Lewis  Gompers,  brother  of  President  Samuel  Gompers,  also 
made  a  splendid  address  on  the  Union  Label  and  strongly  urged 
the  delegates  to  preach  the  gospel  of  purchasing  Union  Label 
goods  when  they  got  back  to  their  respective  localities. 

General  Organizer  William  McCabe,  of  the  International  Cigar 
Makers'  Union,  then  addressed  the  Convention  giving  an  outline 
of  the  growth  of  the  International  Cigar  Makers'  Union  and  the 
Labor  Movement  in  general. 

All  these  speakers  were  given  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  by  the 
delegates. 

RESOLUTION   NO.  31. 

Resolution  No.  31 : 

"Whereas,  There  was  passed  in  the  United  States  Congress 
and  signed  by  President  Wilson  on  June  3rd,  1916,  a  bill  known 
as  the  Hay-Chamberlain  Bill,  giving  the  President  of  the  United 
States  power  to  draft  all  able-bodied  men  of  military  age  into  the 
army  or  militia;  therefore  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  in 
Convention  assembled,  go  on  record  as  opposing  the  Hay-Cham- 
berlain military  draft  bill,  and  that  we  condemn  Congress  for 
imposing  upon  us,  and  also  the  President  for  signing  such  law, 
and  that  furthermore,  we  call  upon  all  friends  of  Organized  La- 
bor, and  upon  the  United  States  Congress  to  immediately  have 
this  law  repealed. 

"(Signed)  Henry  S.  Frampton,  Local  Union  491, 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y." 

Delegate  Bressler:  In  explanation,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would 
say,  on  account  of  the  abnormal  condition  there  is  at  this  par- 
ticular time,  which  may  involve  this  great  country  of  ours  in  that 
great  conflagration  that  is  going  on  on  the  other  side  of  the  water, 
we  feel  that  some  sort  of  military  preparedness  should  be  in  vogue 
at  this  time,  and  that  it  is  necessary  at  this  time.  At  this  par- 
ticular time  we  feel  it  would  be  very  unpatriotic  and  unwise  to^ 
pass  a  resolution  of^this  kind,  and  for  that  reason  the  Committee' 
non-concurred  in  this  resolution. 

Chairman  Hall  :   You  have  heard  the  resolution  and  the  rec- 
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ommendation  of  your  Committee.  What  is  your  pleasure  with 
them  ? 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  I  move 
that  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  be  accepted. 

Delegate  Han  ley  (Local  1026,  Lowell)  :  I  second  the  mo- 
tion. 

Chairman  Hall:  It  has  been  regularly  moved  and  seconded 
that  the  Committee's  report  of  non-concurrence  be  adopted.  Are 
you  ready  for  the  question? 

Delegate  Parleman  (Local  72,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  am  opposed  to  that  resolution.  I  cannot  speak  my  mind 
against  that  resolution  but  I  want  to  say  a  few  words.  The  res- 
olution we  passed  just  a  few  minutes  before  this  resolution  is 
just  one  against  the  other,  as  I  understand. 

Delegate  Frampton  (Local  491,  Brooklyn)  :  As  the  Brother 
just  said,  we  have  just  passed  one,  a  military  resolution,  and  now 
we  propose  to  simply  go  into  collision  with  it  and  pass  one  against 
the  former  resolution.  Now,  I  did  not  think  that  this  would  in- 
terfere in  any  way  with  a  reasonable  military  preparedness  in 
this  country.  This  law,  however,  is  not  aimed  especially  at  mili- 
tary preparedness ;  only  it  is  certainly  aimed  the .  same  way  as 
the  Stivers'  Law  of  New  York  State  is  aimed  against  the  work- 
ing people,  and  if  you  will  study  this  law  as  much  as  I  have — 
and  I  cannot  give  you  all  my  opinions  on  it  in  five  minutes — 
you  will  soon  find  that  out.  Yet,  here  is  a  question  we  want  to 
find  out. 

The  President  and  Congress  that  passed  that  law  are  up  for 
re-election,  and  yet  their  opponents  make  no  mention  of  that 
law.  If  the  people  of  the  United  States  knew  about  that  law  they 
would  demand  that  it  be  rescinded  at  once.  I  am  perfectly  sure 
that  the  people  of  the  United  States  do  not  know  about  it.  It  was 
passed  and  signed  by  the  President  on  June  30th,  and  up  to  this 
time  no  mention  has  been  made  of  it  except  in  the  Labor  press, 
so  I  cannot  see  why  we  are  interfering  in  any  way  with  a  proper 
military  preparedness  by  passing  this  resolution,  as  it  was  read, 
and  not  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee. 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  This  law, 
Mr.  Chairman,  has  placed  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  this  Nation  for  the  sole  purpose  of  protecting  this  country, 
and,  Mr.  President,  I  would  want  to  resign  my  citizen  papers  if 
ever  a  time  will  come  in  this  country  when  our  youths  lose  their 
love  for  their  country. 

There  are  two  inherent  law€  that  every  man  should  possess, 
4:hat  is,  the  love  of  his  Creator  and  the  love  of  his  country.  If 
there  is  any  of  these  things  lacking,  there  is  something  short  in 
that  man.  Here  we  have  a  glorious  country,  and  we  have  some 
young  men  in  this  country,  I  have  heard  them  myself  make  the 
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statenlent  that  they  would  not  go  to  protect  a  country  like  America, 
a  representative  country,  where  every  man  on  election  day  is  king. 
We  have  got  something  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  got  a  very 
small  army  here.  We  do  not  need  a  large  army,  we  are  a  Nation 
of  peace.  But  we  want  to  be  placed  in  a  position  where,  if  we 
are  attacked,  we  are  automatically  prepared,  and  make  good  our 
claim  to  be  one  of  the  superior  Nations  of  the  earth..  (Ap- 
plause.) 

I  want  to  make  this  statement:  While  I  was  not  born  here, 
this  is  my  adopted  country.  I  love  America.  I  have  got  two 
sons,  and  if  this  country  was  in  danger  to-morrow  of  invasion, 
I  would  send  these  two  sons  of  mine.  I  want  to  make  a 
statement  to  the  delegates  here:  You  can  never  legislate  the 
morals  of  the  people,  you  can  never  make  them  better  by  law. 
Did  you  ever  go  along  the  street  and  see  two  little  boys 
fighting  on  the  sidewalk?  Sure  you  have.  Did  you  ever  see  two 
school  boys  fighting  from  the  drop  of  the  hat  when  they  came  out 
of  school?  Sure  you  did.  Mr.  President  and  delegates,  the  world 
is  endowed  that  way,  and  there  will  be  wars  as  long  as  this  world 
lasts.  I  can  remind  them  of  ancient  history,  the  days  when  the 
Egyptians  and  the  Israelites  fought  for  months,  thousands  of  years 
ago,  and  my  own  country,  vvho  were  never  satisfied  only  when  they 
were  in  war,  you  know  that,  we  were  built  with  the  Mars 
idea  that  in  twenty  centuries,  rather  than  bow  down  to  the  yoke  of 
England,  whole  regiments  of  Irish  troops  volunteered  and  went 
into  the  armies  of  Spain  and  France  and  Austria,  and  that  was 
the  characteristic  mark  that  was  born  in  almost  every  Irishman, 
to  stand  up  for  his  rights  all  the  time. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  motion  has  my  full  co-operation.  God  for^ 
bid  the  day  that  a  young  man,  especially  born  in  this  country, 
would  not  rise  up  at  any  time  against  the  invader..  We  have  a 
grand  country  here.  We  have  enemies  in  this  country,  sure  we 
have;  it  is  a  large  country.  But  is  there  any  other  country  to 
compare  with  America?  Show  it  to  me.  You  can't  do  it.  It  is 
the  grandest  country  in  the  world.  (Applause.) 

Delegate  Frampton  (Local  491,  Brooklyn)  :  I  certainly  agree 
that  this  country  must  be  kept  a  free  country.  We  know  that  it 
is  a  great  country,  and  if  you  don't  believe  it,  go  over  to  Bayonne, 
where  there  are  some  people  that  came  in  from  a  country  and 
they  gained  their  freedom  in  life  with  cold  lead.  I  want  this 
privilege  and  this  law  would  not  give  me  this  privilege.  This  law 
that  I  am  fighting  against  drafts  me  into  the  army,  into  the  militia 
against  my  will,  or  with  my  will.  But,  if  I  am  told  that  I  must 
follow  the  flag,  I  want  to  ask  one  question:  Where  is  the  flag 
going? 

Secretary  Conboy:  I  am  not  going  to  attempt  to  answer 
Brother  Frampton's  question,  ''Where  is  the  flag  going?",  but  I 
am  going  to  tell  you  where  I  would  go  with  the  flag  of  the  United 
States.    If  it  brought  me  headfirst  down  into  Hell,  I  would  go 
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with  it,  because  I  am  an  American  woman.  (Applause.)  I  don't 
approve  of  compulsory  military  training.  I  don't  believe  in  the 
State  of  New  York  forcing  compulsory  military  training,  but  I 
do  believe  this,  that  if  there  is  any  danger  of  this  country  being 
invaded  by  the  enemy,  that  every  man,  yes,  and  every  woman 
should  be  prepared  to  go  to  the  front,  and  if  this  country,  while 
I  live,  is  ever  in  a  war  of  any  kind,  or  description,  I  will  do  as 
my  father  did  before  me,  I  will  go,  if  I  can  only  wash  dishes  for 
the  soldiers.  (Applause.) 

So  far  as  condemning  the  bill  and  also  the  President  for  sign- 
ing such  a  law,  well,  I  can  only  say  that  if  the  signing  of  this 
law  does  not  please  a  certain  group  of  people,  let  me  say  this :  I 
don't  want  to  talk  politics  and  I  am  not  going  to  talk  politics,  but 
President  Wilson  has  done  much  this  year  for  Labor,  more  than 
any  other  President  we  have  ever  had.  He  has  done  more  for  the 
Textile  Workers  when  he  has  taken  the  child  out  of  the  mill  and 
put  it  into  the  school,  if  he  never  did  another  thing,  he  has  done 
that,  and  it  applies  more  to  our  industry  than  to  any  other  in- 
dustry there  is,  and  for  that  part  of  the  resolution,  I  would  not  be 
in  favor  of  the  resolution. 

So  far  as  the  other  part  of  it  is  concerned,  in  drafting,  what 
would  happen  here?  This  country  has  been  a  haven  for  a  lot  of 
people  from  countries  of  oppression.  They  came  from  countries 
where  there  were  no  rights  of  free  speech,  where  they  did  not 
dare  to  voice  an  opinion  on  anything  unless  it  was  the  opinion  that 
pleased  the  people  in  power.  They  did  not  care  to  express  it 
because  they  knew  what  they  would  get  if  they  did,  and  then  they 
came  to  this  country.  To  be  sure,  we  have  not  all  the  industrial 
freedom  we  would  like  to  have,  but  we  have  a  country  of  free 
speech,  and  if  a  good  many  people  I  know,  and  some  people, 
perhaps,  that  are  assembled  here,  do  not  believe  in  the  laws 
of  this  country  and  do  not  believe  that  this  country  is  right 
and  do  not  believe  that  President  Wilson  is  right,  let  me  ask 
them,  in  Cod's  name,  what  do  they  stay  here  for?  That  is  what 
I  want  to  know.  (Applause.) 

Day  after  day  I  hear  from  a  certain  group  of  people  that  there 
is  nobody  right  except  the  people  they  approve  of,  and  the  things 
they  approve  of,  there  is  nothing  right  except  the  things  they  do, 
and  yet  they  have  come  to  this  country  and  they  have  made  a 
good  living  here.  Other  aliens  have  come  to  this  country,  the 
Irish,  the  Germans,  the  Spaniards,  the  Italians,  the  Jewish  persons 
and  the  Assyrians,  and  they  have  made  splendid  citizens  of  this 
country,  and  they  are  to-day,  many  of  them,  splendid  citizens  of 
this  country.  But  I  am  going  to  tell  you,  draft  or  no  draft,  it 
strikes  me  that  this  kind  of  a  bill  should  not  be  necessary  in  this 
country,  but  because  it  was  necessary,  this  bill  was  put  through 
Congress. 

Now,  I  will  tell  you  that  if  I  were  a  young  man  with  a  drop 
of  red  blood  in  my  veins  I  would  not  need  any  drafting  if  the 
life  of  my  country  was  imperilled.    During  the  time  of  the  Civil 
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War,  when  there  was  drafting,  when  men  had  to  be  drafted,  my 
father  did  not  wait  to  be  drafted.  My  father  went  down  and 
offered  his  services  and  spent  four  months  in  Libby  Prison, 
and  if  I  had  to  do  the  same  thing  for  the  honor  of  America,  where 
I  was  born,  beheve  me,  my  hands  are  none  too  good  to  do  good 
service  for  America.  America  for  me,  first,  last  and  always ! 
She  may  not  be  perfect.  America  is  not  perfect  because  it  is  com- 
posed of  human  beings ;  it  is  composed  of  you  and  of  me,  and  we 
are  not  perfect,  and  we  are  the  people  that  make  America. 

When  the  time  comes  that  the  enemy  would  invade  our  shores, 
and  when  the  time  would  come  when  the  enemy  attempts  to 
come  in  here  to  destroy  America,  then  is  the  time  for  American 
men  and  women  to  stand  up  in  their  boots  and  not  need  any  draft- 
ing, but  go  to  the  front  and  say,  "Here  I  am,  I  will  follow  the 
flag  wherever  it  goes,"  and  I  am  not  making  any  grand  stand  play 
either.  Let  me  tell  you,  if  the  flag  called  for  me  to-morrow,  I 
would  follow  it,  if  I  only  washed  dishes  for  the  boys  at  the  front. 
(Applause.) 

President  Golden  :  I  have  got  some  convictions  upon  this 
question  and  it  won't  take  me  five  minutes  to  express  them,  and 
I  am  going  to  speak  very  plainly.  This  is  not  an  attack  upon  the 
law.  These  resolutions  are  going  around  the  Trade  Union  Move- 
ment. There  is  a  nigger  in  the  wood  pile.  The  moment  you  adopt 
that  resolution  upon  that  law,  the  law  will  be  lost  sight  of.  The 
condemning  of  Congress  will  be  lost  sight  of,  but  in  every  Social- 
ist paper  throughout  the  country,  inside  of  twenty-four  hours, 
there  would  be  big  headHnes,  'The  United  Textile  Workers,  a 
Labor  organization,  has  condemned  the  best  President  this  land  of 
the  stars  and  stripes  ever  had."  (Applause.) 

We  feel  this,  my  friends,  as  good,  loyal  Americans,  that  if 
a  man  comes  over  here  and  enjoys  the  privileges  of  our  Ameri- 
can institutions,  enjoys  the  opportunities  that  this  great  country 
gives  to  every  man  coming  over  to  our  shores,  when  this  country 
is  in  danger,  when  somebody  comes  here  and  wants  to  own  this 
great  republic  of  ours,  and  we  have  got  to  fight  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  those  institutions  and  the  maintenance  of  that  flag  which 
we  all  ai)plauded  the  other  night  in  Brooklyn,  if  thef-e  is  any 
American,  or  so-called  American  here  that  would  not  fight  when 
this  country  and  the  flag  is  in  danger,  by  Heaven  we  will  make 
them  fight.  (Applause.) 

As  the  Secretary-Treasurer  said  here,  the  law  does  not  apply 
to  the  patriotic,  loyal  Americans.  They  need  no  law.  they  will  go 
thousands  strong  without  being  called  upon.  (Applause.)  I  have 
no  regard  for  the  man  or  woman  that  lose  their  love  for  their 
Fatherland.  I  was  born  in  another  country,  but  I  owe  it  nothing 
now.  I  came  here  because  my  opportunities  over  there  were  not 
as  great  as  they  are  here,  but  if  it  came  to  a  choice  between  the 
flag  under  which  I  was  born  and  the  flag  under  which  I  am  living 
now  and  bringing  up  those  that  will  carry  my  name  when  Lam 
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dead  and  gone,  1  am  going  to  fight  for  that  flag  which  gave  me 
that  opportunity  until  I  die.  (Applause.) 

Let  me  sound  a  note  of  warning  again,  my  friends.  It  is  not 
the  law  that  they  are  attacking,  it  is  not  even  Congress  they  are 
attacking,  it  is  a  subterfuge  to  attack  the  best  President  labor  ever 
had.  (Applause.) 

The  question  is  on  the  concurrence  of  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee.  All  in  favor  of  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee in  non-concurrence  with  the  resolution  will  give  their  as- 
sent by  saying  "aye" ;  contrary,  "no."  The  ayes  have  it  and  it  is 
so  ordered. 

Resolution  No.  21. 

"Owing  to  the  great  difficulty  in  procuring  Union  Labor  ar- 
ticles, 

"Therefore,  be  it  Resolved,  That  the  editor  of  the  official 
Textile  Worker  be  instructed  to  print  free  of  charge  a  list  of  any 
and  all  of  the  retail  stores  that  have  on  sale  articles  bearing  the 
Union  Label;  and 

"Be  it  further  Resolved,  That  these  stores  must  be  ap- 
proved by  the  Local  Central  Labor  Union. 

"(Signed)  Frank  A.  Marion, 

Local  760,  Pompton  Lakes,  N.  J." 

Amended,  the  whole  matter  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Council.  ^ 

Chairman  Hall:  You  have  heard  the  amendment,  that  the 
entire  matter  be  turned  over  to  the  incoming  Executive  Council. 
Are  you  ready  for  the  amendment?  All  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment, turning  it  over  to  the  Executive  Council,  will  give  their  as- 
sent by  saying  "aye";  contrary,  "no."    It  is  so  ordered. 

Delegate  Boylan  (Local  825,  Philadelphia)  :  I  have  another 
resolution  here:   The  Grievance  Committee. 

Resolution  No.  43 
Local  Union  No.  939,  Gloversville,  New  York : 

"Resolved,  After  hearing  the  grievance  of  the  aforesaid  Local, 
this  Committee  recommends  that  this  Convention  give  them  their 
moral  support  and  the  Organizer  return  on  the  job  as  soon  as 
possible  to  adjust  their  grievances. 

"(Signed)  Thomas  Boylan,  Chairman,  , 
James  L.  Parsley, 
A.  T.  Bradley, 
Joseph  Parkin." 

(Concurred  in.) 

Chairman  Hall  :  You  have  heard  the  report  and  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Grievance  Committee.   What  is  your  pleasure? 
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Delegate  Thomas  (Local  726,  Philadelphia)  :    I  move  that 
we  concur  in  the  recommendation. 
Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 

Delegate  Wilkinson  (Local  696,  Philadelphia)  :  This  is  a 
resolution  that  hung  over  from  yesterday,. 

Resolution  No.  24. 
Introduced  by  Hosiery  Workers'  Local  No.  696: 

"Whereas,  The  Hosiery  Boarders  of  Hosiery  Workers'  Local ' 
696,  of  Philadelphia,  since  their  inception  as  a  Union,  has  made 
wonderful  progress,  both  in  wages  and  generally  improved  condi- 
tions throughout  the  trade;  and 

''Whereas,  At  this  time  the  hosiery  manufacturers  of  Phila- 
delphia are  installing  a  new  system  for  the  Boarders  to  work, 
known  as  the  Metal  Forms;  and 

"Whereas,  We  believe  that  this  new  system  is  being  installed 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  reducing  the  cost  of  production  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  members  working  on  this  system,  through  increased 
production  and  reduction  of  the  price  on  piece  work;  and 

"Whereas,  In  our  opinion  this  new  system  does  not  warrant 
any  reduction  on  the  price  of  piece  work  or  any  increase  in  pro- 
duction; and 

"Whereas,  Our  Local  has  gone  on  record  that  wherever  these 
metal  forms  are  installed,  the  price  paid  shall  not  be  less  than 
prices  paid  on  old  system ;  therefore,  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  in 
Convention  assembled  here,  endorse  said  action  of  Hosiery  Work- 
ers' Local  696,  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  attitude  towards  the  metal 
forms. 

"(Signed)  Horace  D.  Wilkinson, 

Local  696,  Philadelphia,  Pa."  - 

Chairman  Hall:  You  have  heard  the  resolution  just  read. 
What  is  your  pleasure  with  it? 

Delegate  Wilkinson  (Local  696,  Philadelphia)  :   Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  make  a  motion  that  this  resolution  be  adopted. 
Motion  seconded. 

Chairman  Hall:  It  has  been  regularly  moved  and  seconded 
that  the  resolution  just  read' be  adopted.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question  ? 

Delegate  Bottomley  (Local  980,  Paterson) :  I  would  like 
to  find  out  how  it  is  going  to  be  handled  by  a  recommendation 
from  this  Council  at  this  time.  I  think  that  should  also  be  referred 
to  the  incoming  Executive  Committee.  They  may  call  a  strike 
and  we  may  not  endorse  or  guarantee  their  support.  I  think  it 
should  also  be  handed  over  to  the  incoming  Executive  Committee 
with  power  to  act.  I  make  that  as  an  amendment  to  the  mo- 
tion. 
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First  Vice-President  Walker  :  I  second  the  amendment. 

President  Golden  :  It  has  been  regularly  moved  and  seconded 
as  an  amendment,  that  the  resolution  and  its  contents  be  turned 
over  to  the  incoming  Executive  Board.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question  ? 

Delegates  Starr,  Thompson,  Boylan,  Walker,  McKosky,  Powers 
and  Thomas  spoke  in  favor  of  amendment. 

Delegates  Callahan,  Foley,  Farris,  Wilkinson  and  Greer  spoke 
against  it. 

Delegate  Bottom  ley  :  (Local  980,  Paterson)  :  1  believe  this 
Convention  does  not  comprehend  all  the  technicalities,  and  let  us 
not  have  any  more  about  it.  It  is  a  big  question  to  handle.  These 
gentlemen  have  had  every  due  consideration,  I  consider  all  they  are 
able  to  have.  I  think  the  only  practical  thing  is  to  vote  to  turn  it 
over  to  the  Executive  Board. 

Amendment  seconded  and  adopted. 

Delegate  McMahon  (Local  955,  Lowell):  A  question  of 
personal  privilege.  The  ladies  have  taken  up  very  little  time  and 
I  have  been  requested  by  one  sister  to  ask  for  two  n;iinutes  of 
the  Convention's  time,  and  I  trust  the  Convention  will  give  it. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  request  of  Brother 
McMahon,  that  one  of  the  lady  delegates  be  given  two  minutes' 
time. 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  I  move  it 
be  granted. 

Motion  seconded. 

President  Golden  :   All  those  in  favor  will  signify  by  saying 
"aye" ;  those  opposed,  "no."    It  is  a  unanimous  vote.    The  lady 
,  delegate  has  the  floor. 

Delegate  Tower  (Local  899,  Cohoes)  :  Mr.  Chairman  and 
Brother  Delegates,  I  take  great  pleasure,  in  behalf  of  the  lady 
delegates  to  this  Convention,  to  present  Sister  Sara  Conboy  a 
small  token  of  our  respect  for  the  kindness  shown  to  us  this 
week.    (Applause.)    (Presenting  beautiful  basket  of  flowers.) 

Secretary  Conboy  :  I  want  to  say  to  my  Sister  Delegates  that 
I  just  have  not  any  words  at  all.  Usually  I  could  find  some 
words,  but  I  can  just  say,  thank  you.  If  I  have  helped  to  make 
the  week  even  a  trifle  more  pleasant — I  do  not  feel  that  I  have 
because  I  have  not  had  the  time  to  devote  to  the  women  friends 
I  would  like  to  have  devoted.  We  only  had  the  pleasure  of  being 
together  for  a  few  little,  short  minutes  on  Monday ;  it  was  all  too 
short  for  me.  I  want  to  say  that  I  deeply  appreciate  your  kind- 
ness for  this  beautiful  basket  of  flowers.  I  think  you  must  have 
known  that  my  one  weak  point  is  flowers.  Everybody  who  knows 
me  knows  that  is  the  only  thing  in  the  world  I  am  stingy  about — 
flowers — because  I  never  give  one  away.  (Applause.) 
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President  Golden  :    The  Committee  on  Labels. 

Delegate  Clement  (Local  687,  Brooklyn)  :  Resolution  No. 
22.  I  would  state  before  reading  the  resolution  that  there  is  an 
organization  in  New  York  composed  of  the  Label  Committee 
of  the  Central  Federated  Union  at  Brooklyn,  who  have  tried  to 
put  these  things  through  individually,  but  finally  they  have  grown 
to  be  what  is  known  as  the  Greater  New  York  Labor  Council. 
This  is  the  beginning  of  a  National  movement,  which  I  hope  to 
bring  about  within  the  space  of  four  years'  time,  if  possible.  There 
was  an  article  in  the  August  number  and  this  is  a  continuation. 
There  are  certain  points  in  there  that  will  require  explanation, 
and  I  will  be  just  as  rapid  and  as  brief  as  possible,  on  account  of 
the  lateness  of  the  time.  I  believe  when  I  have  explained  it  you 
will  see  the  intent  of  the  resolution. 

Resolution  No.  22 . 

A  resolution  to  boost  all  Union  Labels.  To  have  a  10-minute 
discussion  on  Union  Labels.  To  make  it  compulsory  for  all 
candidates  for  office  and  delegates  to  Conventions  to  show  five 
Union  Labels  and  to  appoint  Label  Committees. 

''Whereas,  The  demand  for  Union  Label  goods  in  the  United 
States  is  not  commensurate  with  numbers ;  and 

''Whereas,  It  has  been  demonstrated  that  Union  Label  goods 
of  a  quality  equal  to  the  best  obtainable  without  a  Union  Label 
can  now  be  had  at  prices  no  higher  than  non-label  goods;  there- 
fore, be  it  . 

"Resolved,  By  the  Convention  of  the  United  Textile  Workers, 
that  this  matter  be  called  to  the  attention  of  all  Local  Unions  by 
the  Secretary-Treasurer;  and  be  it  further 

"Resolved,  That  each  delegate  report  back  to  his  Local  Union 
to  have  a  ten  minutes'  discussion  on  the  Union  Label  at  each  Lo- 
cal meeting;  and,  be  it  further 

"Resolved,  That  each  delegate  try  to  have  a  resolution  passed 
at  his  Local  Union,  that  all  candidates  for  office  and  candidates  to 
Labor  Conventions  must  show  at  least  five  Union  Labels  of 
International  Unions  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  upon 
articles  of  apparel  before  acceptance  of  nomination,  and  also  be- 
fore being  seated  by  the  Local  Unions ;  and  be  it  further 

"Resolved,  That  each  Local  Union  be  requested  to  appoint  a 
Committee  of  three,  to  be  known  as  the  Label  Committee ;  and  be 
it  further 

"Resolved,  That  our  delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  Convention  in  Baltimore  be  instructed  to  introduce  and 
work  for  the  acceptance  of  a  similar  resolution;  and  be  it  fur- 
her 

"Resolved,  That  they  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  have  all 
other  International  Unions  adopt  the  same. 

Jules  Clement, 
Local  Union  687." 
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Now,  Mr.  President,  just  a  word  on  these.  It  says,  **Gomp!ul- 
sory."  You  know  the  idea  is  this :  We  do  not  expect  a  man 
who  has  an  entire  wardrobe  to  cast  it  aside.  Over  in  my  own 
organization,  where  they  call  me  a  dreamer,  the  men  who  call  me 
a  dreamer  and  knock  it  most  are  all  beginning  to  buy  Union 
Label  goods,  and  what  we  are  doing  as  one  organization  all 
other  organizations  can  do.  We  firmly  believe  that  if  this  resolu- 
tion is  adopted,  and  properly  introduced,  and  your  Label  Com- 
mittee work  on  these  things  as  they  should,  in  the  Local  Unions, 
before  another  year's  time  is  up,  practically  every  man  in  the 
country  in  the  Labor  Movement  belonging  to  a  Union  will  have 
a  Union  Label. 

When  the  members  find  out  they  have  to  have  Union  Labels 
upon  their  clothing,  in  order  to  accept  office  in  an  organization, 
and  if  the  Local  Unions  will  fight  for  this  thing,  it  is  only  a  mat- 
ter of  three  or  four  years  when  every  man  and  woman  in  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  and  their  families  will  demand 
and  insist  upon  having  Union  Label  goods,  nothing  but  Union 
Label  goods,  and  the  question  of  strikes  will  be  forever  settled, 
because  the  man  that  has  the  power  and  knows  how  to  spend  his 
money  right,  everything  comes  afterwards. 

1  do  not  see,  as  Delegate  Wilkinson  explained  the  other  day,  . 
why  anybody  who  knows  these  things  or  has  the  slightest  con- 
ception of  it,  should  consider  for  one  moment  buying  anything 
else  but  Union  Label  goods.  That  is  the  whole  intent  of  these 
resolutions, 'and  if  you  will  appoint  Label  Committees  in  your 
Local  Unions  you  will  not  have  the  question  come  up  like  it  came 
up  here.  Can  we  buy  Union  Label  goods?  It  will  be  up  to  the 
Label  Committee  in  your  Local  Unions  at  every  meeting  to  re- 
port what  they  have  done  and  where  you  can  get  Union  Label 
goods. 

President  Golden  :    I  would  like  to  ask  Delegate  Clement,  do 
[  understand  that  "compulsory"  means  right  away? 

Delegate  Clement  (Local  687,  Brooklyn)  :  I  tried  to  make 
that  clear.  Well,  no,  but  try  and  have  this  brought  about  within 
a  year's  time.  I  realize  that  every  man  in  our  organization  is  not 
prepared  to  discard  clothing,  but  when  they  buy  a  new  suit  of 
clothes  let  them  go  and  find  where  they  can  get  Union  Label 
goods,  when  they  want  to  buy  new  underwear,  new  shirts  or  any- 
thing else,  and  gradually  they  will  equip  themselves.  I  think  that 
by  the  time  the  nominations  and  the  elections  come  up  in  a  year's 
time,  in  your  Local  Unions  every  man  who  is  looking  for  a  posi- 
tion or  an  office  will  be  suitably  equipped  with  the  Union  Labels. 
Are  there  any  other  questions? 

(Second  Vice-President  McKosky  in  the  Chair.) 

Chairman  McKosky:  You  have  heard  the  resolution.'  Are 
you  ready  for  the  question?  All  in  favor  of  the  same  will  say 
"aye."   It  is  unanimous. 
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Delegate  Powers  (Reporting  for  Committee  on  Law)  :  The 
following  recommendation  has  been  turned  over  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Executive  Council's  Report,  I  believe : 

"I  find  that  the  stamp  system  under  which  we  are  now  work- 
ing can  scarcely  be  considered  as  any  system  at  all,  and  we  would, 
therefore,  recommend  that  a  law  be  written  into  our  Constitution 
changing  our  present  stamp  system  into  one  whereby  the  Inter- 
national Union  would  only  issue  stamps  in  receipts  equivalent  to 
the  number  of  members  upon  whom  per  capita  was  paid  each 
month.  I  find  that  this  system  is  in  operation  in  most  of  the  In- 
ternational Unions  who  do  business  under  the  stamp  system,  and 
I  fully  believe  there  will  be  little  difficulty  in  our  Executive  Coun- 
cil's perfecting  this  system. 

"This  would  not  interfere  with  supplying  Local  Unions  with 
weekly  stamps  as  at  present." 

Chairman  Powers  :  The  latter  part  can  be  taken  into  consid- 
eration by  the  Executive  Council  or  Emergency  Committee,  and 
your  Committee  recommends  that  this  section  should  be  added 
in  these  words  to  Article  X,  page  9,  Section  1,  ''for  which  a  per 
capita  tax  stamp  will  be  issued  by  the  Secretary-Treasurer." 

Now  it  is  absolutely  impossible  for  your  Committee  to  outline 
a  plan  in  detail  that  would  be  acceptable  to  the  members  of  the 
Local  Unions  and  the  general  office.  That  would  be  absolutely 
necessary  to  work  out. 

I  believe  the  recommendation  would  be  complied  wath  by  the 
acceptance  of  these  two  sentences.  Your  Committee  concurs  on 
that  and  I  move  the  adoption  of  the  recommendation. 

President  Golden  :  Is  it  the  intent  that  it  be  written  into  the 
Constitution  ? 

Delegate  Powers:  Those  words,  "for  which  a  per  capita  tax 
stamp  will  be  issued  by  the  Secretary-Treasurer." 

President  Golden  :  And  the  Executive  Council  has  the  power 
to  form  the  phraseology  of  the  law? 

Delegate  Powers  :  Exactly. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  Does  the  Commit- 
tee recommend  that  it  can  be  furnished  by  the  office  without  any 
cost  to  them  outside  of  the  per  capita  tax? 

Delegate  Powers:  I  would  like  to  reply  to  that,  Mr.  Chair- 
man. That  is  just  exactly  what  I  mean  when  I  said  that  the  de- 
tails would  have  to  be  worked  out.  This  would  be  the  general 
law,  but  the  details  applying  to  it  would  have  to  be  supplied  from 
the  office.    We  don't  know  the  cost. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  And  they  would 
work  it  out. 
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Delegate  Powers:  That  is  exactly  the  recommendation. 
Motion  seconded  and  unanimously  adopted. 

Delegate  Powers  (Local  486,  Pawtucket) :  (Committee  on 
Law)  :  The  Committee  recommends  an  addition  to  Article  VIII, 
Section  3.  This  was  turned  over  to  us  from  Committee  on  Exec- 
utive Council's  Report  (Reading)  : 

•  "Resolved,  That  the  General  Officers  be  instructed  that  in  any 
case  where  a,  group  of  members  of  any  affiliated  Union  under- 
took to  declare  a  strike  where  an  agreement  is  in  existence,  in 
violation  of  the  rules  of  our  International  Union,  that  said  Offi- 
cers demand  the  expulsion  of  those  members  who  had  committed 
such  a  violation;  and,  be  it  further 

"Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Council  or  Emergency  Commit- 
tee have  power  to  suspend  or  revoke  the  charter  of  any  Local 
Union  violating  the  rules  of  the  International  Union." 

That  means,  Mr.  President,  that  we  inserted  the  words  in  there 
and  modified  the  article  to  a  certain  extent.  This  says,  "The  mem- 
bers of  any  affiliated  Union  who  undertook  to  declare  a  strike  in 
violation  of  the  rules."  We  have  inserted  "Where  an  agreement 
is  in  existence." 

If  we  attempted  to  say  that  the  members  of  any  Local  Union 
could  not  strike  without  authority,  I  think  we  would  be  leaving 
our  International  Union  open  to  a  whole  lot  of  criticism  to  people 
who  would  be  very  quick  to  take  advantage  of  it,  and  would  try  to 
point  out  that  you  were  surrendering  all  of  your  personal  rights. 
You  know  that  if  there  was  a  law  passed  by  any  State  making  it 
a  penal  offense  for  us  to  go  out  on  a  strike,  how  quickly  we  would 
holler  about  it.  We  cannot  afford  to  take  a  position  in  our  In- 
ternational Union  that  we  would  not  want  to  take  with  the  com- 
mon law,  so,  therefore,  we  inserted  the  words,  "where  an-agree- 
ment  is  in  existence,"  only,  and  the  last  of  the  section,  of  course, 
would  be  nullified  by  that  insertion.  "In  case  of  any  Local  Union 
refusing  to  immediately  expel  the  members  the*  General  Officers 
are  hereby  authorized  to  revoke  the  charter  of  the  Union,"  The 
insertion  says  exactly  the  same  thing  in  different  words. 

This  resolution  was  signed  by  James  Cusick,  E.  Callaghan, 
Frank  R.  Le  Claire,  Josephine  Irwin  and  B.  L.  Monday.  The 
Committee  recommends  the  adoption  of  the  amended  resolu- 
tion, and  I  move  you  the  adoption  of  the  same. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,,  Philadelphia)  :  1  would  like  to 
add  a  further  addition  or  amendment  to  that,  that  it  read  like 
this :  In  the  event  of  suspension  or  expulsion  they  have  the  power 
to  bring  it  before  the  following  Convention. 

Delegate  Powers  (Local  486,  Pawtucket)  :  They  have  that 
power  now. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  have  known 
cases  where  an  appeal  cropped  up  in  the  matter  and  they  were 
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kept  out  of  the  Convention.  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  have  the 
Main  Body  decide  it  finally. 

President  Golden  :  I  think  that  ought  to  be  written  in.  We 
should  not  deny  them  the  right  to  appeal,  then  the  question  would 
be  decided  by  the  Executive  Council,  or  otherwise  they  would  be 
hung,  drawn  and  quartered  without  a  trial  by  the  Supreme  Body, 
and  they  should  have  the  right  to  appeal  to  this  Supreme  Court 
of  our  organization,  and  I  think  that  should  be  written  in  there. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  With  that  in  there 
I  have  no  further  objection. 

President  Golden  :  With  the  right  to  appeal  to  the  Conven- 
tion. 

Delegate  Powers  (Local  486,  Pawtucket)  :  Your  Committee 
considered  that  point,  too.  We  might  have  been  wrong,  but  we 
decided  that  a  suspended  or  revoked  charter 'would  always  have 
the  right  to  appeal  to  the  next  Convention.  I  do  not  know  that 
that  right  has  ever  been  denied. 

President  Golden  :  But  when  you  expel  them  they  are  no 
longer  a  part  of  your  organization.  Somebody  might  raise  the 
point  that  they  do  not  belong  to  us. 

President  Golden  :  With  the  added  clause  there,  "have  the 
right  to  appeal  to  the  next  Convention,"  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee is  now  before  you,  and  a  motion  to  adopt  it. 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  I  move 
the  Committee's  report  be  approved. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  second  the  mo- 
tion. 

Delegate  Welch  (Local  520,  Cohoes)  :  We  have  a  number 
of  mills  up  there  with  a  signed  agreement  by  the  International 
Officers  and  the  members  affiliated  with  the  different  Locals. 
There  is  nothing  in  this  resolution  saying  that  if  a  manufacturer 
breaks  his  contract  and  if  we  go  on  protest  and  go  out  on  a  strike, 
there  is  nothing  said  in  regard  to  his  breaking  the  contract,  and  we 
would  be  immediately  expelled,  but  nothing  is  said  about  him  if 
he  breaks  that  contract. 

President  Golden  :  I  would  like  to  say  first.  Delegate  Welch, 
we  cannot  legislate  for  the  manufacturer.  I  think  if  a  manufac- 
turer breaks  his  agreement,  there  is  no  need  of  any  law,  but  it  is 
up  to  the  International  Union  and  the  Local  Union  involved  to 
see  that  he  does  not  violate  it,  otherwise  we  have  got  to  take  ac- 
tion against  him. 

Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  All  those  in  favor  will  sig- 
nify by  saying  "aye" ;  those  opposed,  "no."  It  is  unanimously 
adopted. 
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Delegate  Powers  (Local  486,  Pawtucket) :  We  have  three 
resolutions,  Mr.  Chairman,  on  the  same  subject;  Resolution  No. 
40,  Resolution  No.  4  and  Resolution  No.  7,  all  on  the  same  sub- 
ject. 

"Resolved.  That  Article  XV  of  the  Constitution  be  changed 
to  read  as  follows : 

"Section  1.  That  the  Executive  Council  shall  not  have  the 
power  to  levy  any  assessments  without  first  having  a  vote  of  all 
Local  Unions." 

As  they  are  all  just  exactly  the  same,  will  there  be  any  ob- 
jection to  my  reading  the  same? 

President  Golden:    Are  they  all  the  same? 

Delegate  Powers  (Local  486,  Pawtucket)  :  They  are  all  on 
the  same  subject.  I  might  say  that  that  was  submitted  by  the 
Cohoes  and  Amsterdam  Locals,  that  is  Resolution  No.  4,  Reso- 
lution No.  7  is  introduced  by  Local  980,  and  Resolution  No.  40 
comes  from  the  same  Local. 

The  first  Resolution  is  No.  4. 

"Resolved,  That  Article  XV  of  the  Constitution  be  changed 
to  read  as  follows: 

"Section  L  That  the  Executive  Council  shall  not  have  the 
power  to  levy  any  assessments  without  first  having  a  vote  of  all 
Local  Unions." 

"Jackspinners'  Local  446,  Cohoes ;  Garnet  Workers'  Local  577, 
Cohoes ;  Carders'  Local  520,  Cohoes ;  Cutters  &  Press  Room  Help 
Local  499,  Cohoes ;  Winders'  Local  898,  Cohoes ;  Seamers  &  Fin- 
ishers' Local  899,  Cohoes;  Washers  &  Dyers,  Local  713^  Cohoes; 
Slasher  Tenders'  Local  749,  Amsterdam,  N.  Y. ;  Textile  Council 
of  Cohoes. 

"(Signed)  John  F.  WELcm'' 
The  next  is  Resolution  No.  7. 

Introduced  by  Local  980. 

"We  herein  recommend  that  the  following  substitute  be  made: 
ARTICLE  XIV. 

ASSESSMENTS. 

"Section  1.  The  Executive  Council  shall  not  have  the  power 
to  levy  assessments  until  the  same  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Local  Unions  for  approval  or  rejection,  majority  vote  to  decide. 
And  all  assessments  shall  be  upon  the  basis  of  members  that  the 
Local  Unions  paid  per  capita  upon  the  previous  month. 

"(Signed)  Thomas  Bottomley, 
Alex.  W.  Park." 
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The  next  Resolution  is  Resolution  No.  40. 

"Whereas,  During  the  year  an  assessment  of  25  cents  per 
member  was  levied  on  all  Local  Unions  by  the  Executive  Board, 
and  was  made  mandatory  for  the  payment  thereof ;  and 

"Whereas,  A  number  of  the  Local  Unions,  had  not  been  in 
tixistence  long  enough  to  receive  any  of  the  benefits  prescribed  by 
the  International  Union ;  therefore,  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  all  Local  Unions  who  have  not  been  members 
of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  for  a  period  of  at 
least  six  months,  shall  be  exempt  from  all  assessments  levied  by 
the  International  Union  or  Executive  Board. 

"(Signed)  Alex.  W.  Park,  Local  980, 
Thomas  Bottomley, 
Isaak  Russak,  Local  989,  Paterson, 
Edward  Callahan,  Local  989, 
Paterson." 

The  Committee  have  been  considering  this  matter  very  ser- 
iously^ when  this  resolution  was  presented  to  them,  and  that  is  the 
reason  why  we  have  not  reported  before,  because  we  expectecf 
possibly  some  other  resolutions  to  come  in  which  might  have  a 
bearing  upon  the  matter.  However,  none  have  appeared,  or  been 
reported  upon,  up  to  this  time,  so  far  as  we  know,  and  this  morn- 
ing we  took  final  action  on  the  matter  and  your  Committee  was 
somewhat  surprised  at  the  number  of  resolutions  upon  the  same 
subject,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  such  a  small  number  of  assess- 
ments have  been  levied  by  the  International  Union  upon  the 
Locals. 

Secretary  Conboy:   Two  assessment  levied  in  ten  years. 

Delegate  Powers  (Local  486,  Pawtucket)  :  One  this  year, 
altogether  two.  In  view  of  the  limited  number  of  assessments  that 
have  been  levied,  and  we  are  to  assume  from  the  report  of  the 
Secretary-Treasurer,  in  most  all  cases,  the  cheerful  compliance 
with  the  assessment  and  the  prompt  payment  of  the  same,  that, 
until  some  other  methods  are  devised  whereby  the  International 
Union  might  save  some  further  resources  than  what  we  have  at 
the  present  time,  it  would  not  be  wise  to  change  the  reading  of 
the  Constitution  as  it  is  at  the  present  time.  Therefore,  Mr. 
President,  your  Committee  respectfully  reports  that  we  non- 
concur, and  I  move  the  adoption  of  the  non-concurrence. 

Delegate  Callahan  (Local  989,  Paterson)  :  I  would  like 
the  brother  to  tell  me  if  that  second  resolution  was  signed  by 
Local  980.    That  is  what  I  understood  him  to  say. 

Delegate  Powers  (Local  486,  Pawtucket)  :  Local  980  and 
Local  989  twice. 

President  Golden  :    You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
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mittee  and  the  recommendation.  Are  you  ready  for  the  ques- 
tion? 

Delegates  McDonnell,  Golden.  Hall,  Boylan,  Reily  and  Stoner 
spoke  in  favor  of  the  motion  to  non-concur  in  the  resolution. 

Delegates  Bottomley,  Russak,  Parsley,  Park  Parleman  and 
Wainess  spoke  against  the  non-concurrence. 

Delegate  Thomas  (Local  726,  Philadelphia) :  I, call  for  the 
previous  question.  (Seconded.) 

President  Golden  :  The  previous  question  has  been  called 
for.  What  is  the  pleasure  of  the  Convention?  All  those  in  favor 
of  the  previous  question  being  called  for  w^ill  signify  by  saying 
''aye";  those  opposed  "no."  The  ayes  have  it.  We  will  now 
proceed  to  put  the  question.  All  those  in  favor  of  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Committee  to  non-concur  in  the  resolution  will 
signify  by  saying  "aye" ;  those  opposed,  "no."  The  ayes  seem  to 
have  it.    A  division  was  called  for. 

President  Golden:  A  division  has  been  called  for.  All 
those  in  favor  of  accepting  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Law 
to  non-concur  in  the  resolution  will  signify  by  raising*  their 
right  hand  and  the  Secretary  will  count  them. 

Secretary  Conboy:    65  voted  in  favor. 

President  Golden  :  All  those  not  in  favor  of  accepting  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Law  will  signify  by  raising  their 
right  hand. 

Delegate  Lutman  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  We  voted 
the  wrong  way.  We  misconstrued  the  motion.  Our  vote  is  cast 
for  the  other  side.    I  had  my  hand  up  and  I  am  dead  against  it. 

President  Golden  :    You  can  change  your  vote. 

Secretary  Conboy  :   19  opposed. 

Delegate  Lutman  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  I  am  sorry  to 
be  recorded  in  favor  of  it. 

President  Golden  :  You  can  change  your  vote.  It  is  not 
too  late  now.  ' 

Secretary  Conboy:  Do  you  wish  to  change  your  vote, 
Brother  Lutman? 

Delegate  Lutman  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  It  is  too 
late  now. 

President  (jOLden  :    No,  not  at  all. 

Delp:gate  Lutman  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :    Let  it  go. 

President  Golden  :  The  Secretary  will  announce  the  result 
of  the  vote. 
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Secretary  Conboy  :  The  vote  stands  65  in  favor  of  concur- 
ring in  the  Committee's  report  and  19  in  opposition. 

President  Golden  :  The  recommendation  of  the  Committee 
is  adopted. 

Delegate  Powers  (Chairman  Committee  on  Law)  : 

Resolution  No.  41 

"Believing  that  all  affiliated  Unions  recognize  the  progress  made 
by  the  U.  T.  W.  of  A.  during  the  past  year  since  the  uniform 
system  of  taxation  has  been  in  effect,  and  believing  that  this 
progress  should  be  continued,  and  feeling  that  the  time  has  now 
come  when  we  should  further  strengthen  the  hands  of  our  In- 
ternational Union  in  order  that  they  may  continue  the  good 
work  already  started ; 

"Therefore,  be  it  Resolved,  That  Article  X,  Section  I, 
be  amended  by  striking  out  the  word  20  and  inserting  the  word 
25. 

"(Signed)  F.  Greifenstein, 
John  Thompson^ 
Frank  McKosky, 
Harry  Rothenbach.'" 

Chairman  Power:  Mr.  Presiddht,  your  Committee  has 
talked  this  matter  over  at  length  at  every  session  they  have  had 
and  they  believe  that  had  this  matter  been  considered  before, 
possibly  a  great  many  of  the  contentions  that  the  delegates  have 
had  to  consider  would  have  been  eliminated,  and  we  believe  the 
adoption  of  that  change  in  the  constitution  is  going  to  have  a  very, 
beneficial  effect  in  allowing  the  International  Union  to  con- 
tinue the  success  that  we  have  achieved  this  year. 

You  must  all  realize  that  the  opportunity  for  success  that  we 
have  had  this  year  during  the  abnormal  times  is  not  going  to 
continue  forever,  but  there  is  a  possibility  that  we  are  going  to 
have  that  chance  or  opportunity  for  the  year  to  come.  That  has 
been  confirmed  by  every  speaker  that  has  spoken  on  the  subject 
of  securing  greater  benefits  through  the  bringing  into  the  ranks 
of  organized  labor  the  men  and  women  who  are  outside,  or  who 
are  ignorant  of  that  we  wish  to  secure. 

Mr.  Chairman,  your  Committee  recommends  the  adoption  of 
this  statement,  and  I  move  you  that  the  amendment  be  adopted. 

Motion  •  seconded. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Law  and  their  recommendation,  together  with  the 
motion  for  adoption.    Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

Delegates  Li m per  (Local  949,  Philadelphia)  :  It  appears  to 
me  if  this  thing  goes  through  it  will  mean  a  tax  of  25  cents  in- 
stead of  20.    That  means  that  our  Local  will  have  to  increase 
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the  dues  to  pay  this  tax.  We  figure  that  the  present  charges 
are  about  all  we  can  handle. 

Delegate  Powers  (Local  486,  Pawtucket)  :  Will  the  speaker 
permit  a  question?  Wduld  he  be  willing  to  state  the  amount  of 
dues? 

Delegate  Limper  (Local  949,  Philadelphia)  :  60  cents  a  month. 
It  is  a  small  Local  with  250  members ;  there  are  250  working  in 
the  trade.  We  have  got  fixed  charges  of  the  officers,  salaries, 
rent  for  office,  per  capita  tax,  and  charges  on  everything  we  are 
affiliated  with,  donations  and  appeals  that  come  in,  and  we  never 
turn  any  of  them  down.  We  expected  this  thing  to  come  up 
at  this  meeting  and  we  called  a  special  meeting  of  the  members 
two  months  ago,  and  put  the  question  before  them  of  raising  the 
dues  irom  60  cents  to  75  cents  a  month,  and  it  received  three 
votes.  That  leads  me  to  believe  that  we  cannot  get  any  more 
dues  from  our  membership. 

President  Golden  :  I  want  to  ask  the  delegate  a  question. 
Is  it  not  a  fact  that  your  organization  has  only  been  associated 
with  us  a  very  short  time?  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  during  the  year 
through  the  assistance  of  the  International  Union  you  have  been 
able,  for  the  first  time  practically  in  your  history,  to  put  into 
effect  a  new  schedule  of  wages,  giving  you  a  substantial  increase 
in  wages? 

Delegate  Limper  (Local  949,  Philadelphia)  :  Yes,  a  new 
schedule  was  put  into  effect,  giving  us  a  four  per  cent,  increase. 

President  Golden:  And  the  principle  of  the  adoption  of  a 
recognized  agreement  between  the  Union  and  the  manufacturers  ? 

Delegate  Limper  (Local  949,  Philadelphia) :  But,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, our  members  take  this  stand:  While  we  have  got  an  in- 
crease in  wages  of  four  per  cent,  they  are  not  in  any  better  po- 
sition to  pay  any  more  dues  than  they  were  five  years  ago.  They 
got  an  increase  of  four  per  cent,  and  they  claim  that  it  is  cost- 
ing them  sixty  per  cent,  more  tO'  live  at  the  present  time;  from 
fifty  to  sixty  per  cent,  more  to  live. 

President  Golden  :  The  reason  I  ask  that  question  is  because 
we  have  a  communication  here  from  your  Secretary  which,  with 
the  permission  of  the  delegates,  I  would  ask  the  Secretary  to  read 
the  last  paragraph  of. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Reading)  :  "Hoping  that  you  will  en- 
deavor to  secure  an  endorsement  for  us  for  this  grievance,  and 
I  also  wish  to  take  the  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Emergency 
Board  for  their  assi^ance  in  securing  a  ten  per  cent,  increase, 
which  was  settled  entirely  in  our  favor  with  the  personal  assis- 
tance of  First  Vice-President  Walker." 

Delegate  Cusick  (Local  678,  Paterson)  :   Mr.  President,  both 


UNITED  TEXTILE  WORKERS  OF  AMERICA. 


153 


my  colleague  and  myself  came  to  this  Convention  uninstructed 
and  we  are  sent  here  to  use  our  own  judgment  in  all  matters  per- 
taining to  the  government  of  this  organization,  and  in  making 
the  staatement  1  am  about  to  make  now,  it  is  simply  a  question 
of  using  my  judgment  in  this  respect.  Now,  Mr.  President, 
anybody  who  has  studied  the  report  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer, 
the  report  of  the  Executive  Council,  the  report  of  the  President 
and  the  reports  of  the  general  officers  during  the  past  year,  real- 
izes the  fact  that  sooner  or  later  we  are  bound  to  need  more  per 
capita  tax.  There  is  no  question  about  it.  As  some  of  the  dele- 
gates will  remember  I  fought  the  equalization  of  rates  last  year, 
but  I  realize  now  that  it  was  the  best  thing  for  the  organization 
that  ever  happened.  We  have  been  progressing  the  past  year; 
we  made  an  advance  last  year  in  progress  by  equalizing 
the  taxation;  and  we  have  made  another  advance  this  year 
by  doubling  the  initiation  fee,  and  I  think  that  the  same 
rate  of  progress  can  be  kept  up  by  the  organization,  but, 
Mr.  President,  there  is  a  question  in  my  mind  whether  it  would 
be  wise  to  advance  too  rapidly;  there  is  a  question  in  my  mind 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  for  the  delegates  to  go  back  to 
their  locals  and  start  a  campaign  among  the  individual  members, 
educating  them  to  the  fact  that  the  International  needs  this 
money  to  carry  on  the  good  work  that  they  have  been  doing  so 
well  the  past  year,  and  then  to  present  it  to  the  next  Convention. 

I  myself  am  strictly  in  favor  of  raising  the  per  capita  tax  to 
25  cents,  but  I  question  whether  it  would  be  wise  to  put  it 
through  at  this  Convention,  and  I  think,  if  the  delegates  at  this 
Convention  will  bear  with  me,  that  they  ought  to  go  back  to  their 
organizations  and  work  throughout  the  coming  year  to  educate 
the  members  to  the  necessity  of  raising  the  per  capita  tax  and 
putting  more  money  into  the  International  Treasury  so  they 
could  go  about  organizing  the  unorganized  Textile  Workers  of 
this  country,  and  thoroughly  financing  strikes  that  are  bound  to 
occur,  that  it  would  be  much  better  than  if  this  was  put  through 
at  this  time,  and  perhaps,  having  some  dissension  among  the 
Local  members  and  among  the  Local  Unions,  who  do  not  un- 
derstand the  conditions  as  well  as  the  delegates  here. 

The  following  spoke  in  favor  of  the  25c  per  capita  tax:  Dele- 
gates Monday,  Greer,  McNulty^  Thomas,  Le  Claire,  Powers,  Mc- 
Donnell and  Stoner. 

Those  opposed  were  Delegates  Cusick,  Bressler,  Beardsley  and 
Starr. 

President  Golden  took  the  floor  and  made  an  eloquent  ap- 
peal to  the  delegates  to  adopt  the  resolution  and  not  delay  for 
another  year,  and  said  in  part: 

I  am  not  prepared  to  believe  that  this  intelligent  Convention, 
the  greatest  one,  the  most  progressive  one,  the  best  constructive 
one,  will  go  on  record  now  against  this  resolution  when  the 
curtain  is  almost  ringing  down  on  this  great  week's  work.  I 
am  not  .  prepared  to  believe  until  I  see  the  results  that  the  fight 
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of  years  is  going  to  be  lost:  I  am  not  prepared  to  feel  until  the 
results  have  been  announced  that  we  are  going  to  take  a  st€p 
backward ;  that  we  are  going  to  lose,  as  I  said,  this  great  and 
wonderful  opportunity  that  we  have.  In  a  word,  my  friends,  f 
am  not  prepared  to  believe  that  this  Convention  of  ours  is  now 
going  to  turn  down  the  best,  the  most  valued,  the  greatest  and 
the  strongest  weapon  placed  in  our  hands  in  this  resolution,  the 
best  that  has  come  before  our  Convention  since  we  opened  up  ' 
last  Monday  morning.  (Applause.) 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  President,  I 
n.ove  the  previous  question.  (Seconded.) 

Chairman  McKosky  :    The  previous  question  has  been  called 
for. 

President  Golden  :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  want  to  be  understood 
when  1  make  this  proposition;  I  have  made  few  in  the  Conven- 
tion, but  I  believe  this  is  the  greatest  question  that  we  have  ever 
had  before  us,  and  I  have  appealed  to  you  in  regard  to  voting  as 
your  conscious  dictates.  The  ballot  was  instituted  in  this  grea; 
country  by  the  strength,  power  and  efficacy  of  the  Trade  Union 
Movement  alone,  and  in  settHng  this  great  question,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  propose  that  every  man  and  woman  here  be  allowed  that 
right  that  belongs  to  them,  to  sit  down  alongside  of  their  own 
little  ballot  and  vote  as  their  conscience  dictates.  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  move  you  that  the  vote  be  taken  by  ballot  vote  and  let  every  in- 
dividual member  have  an  opportunity  in  the  American  way. 
(Applause.) 

Motion  seconded. 

Chairman  McKosky:  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question?  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will 
signify  by  saying  "aye" ;  those  opposed,  ''no."  The  motion  to 
vote  by  ballot  has  been  carried. 

It  has  been  regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  previous 
question  now  be  put.  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  that  the 
previous  question  now  be  put  will  give  their  consent  by  saying 
"aye";  contrary,  "no."  The  ayes  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 
The  main  question  will  be  voted  on  by  ballot. 

President  Golden  :  There  is  a  request  from  a  delegate  here. 
I  do  not  know  which  of  the  delegates,  but  there  is  a  request  here 
which  reads  as  follows.  It  is  bearing  on  this  question  or  I  would 
not  read  it: 

"Don't  you  think  we  have  enough  taxation  to  keep  everything 
going  with  the  raise  of  25  cents  initiation  and  the  power  of  the 
Executive  Council  to  levy  a  special  assessment?  Please  answer 
this  question  from  the  Chair." 

President  Golden  :  All  I  can  say,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to 
answer  this,  that  in  my  judgment  I  should  say  absolutely  *'no," 
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and  that  has  been  the  basis  of  my  argument.  We  have  not 
enough  to  do  the  things  that  we  want  to  do.  (Applause.) 

Delegate  Han  ley  (Local  1026,  Lowell)  :    I  move  the  Tellers 
be  appointed  to  distribute  the  ballots. 
(President  Golden  in  the  Chair.) 

President  Golden  :  The  custom  has  been  to  appoint  three 
Tellers,  either  by  the  Chair  or  from  the  floor.  What  is  your 
pleasure? 

Delegate  Hanley  (Local  1026,  Lowell)  :  I  move  that  they 
be  appointed  by  the  Chair. 
Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 

President  Golden  :  It  has  been  regularly  moved  and  seconded 
that  the  President  be  instructed  to  appoint  three  Tellers.  Are 
you  ready  for  the  question?  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion 
will  signify  by  saying  "aye" ;  opposed,  **no."  It  is  a  unanimous 
vote.  I  will  appoint  Delegate  Parsley,  Delegate  Starr  and  Dele- 
gate Stoner. 

You  are  requested  to  vote  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee, which  is  to  adopt' the  resolution.  Those  favoring  the  rec- 
ommendation will  vote  "yes" ;  those  not  favoring  it  will  vote 
"no." 

Delegate  Stone:  The  result  of  the  ballot  is  as  follows:  Total 
number  of  votes  cast,  93 ;  yeas,  62 ;  noes,  31.  The  yeas  having  a 
two-thirds  vote  the  resolution  is  adopted.  (Applause.) 

Delegate  Mason  (Local  825,  Philadelphia)  :  I  would  like 
to  say  that  I  was  one  of  the  Yarn  Workers  sent  here  to  work 
against  this.  My  colleagues  here  I  know  voted  against  it.  I  did 
vote  for  it  and  I  would  like  to  be  recorded  as  voting  "yes."  (Loud 
applause.) 

Delegate  Frampton  (Local  491,  Brooklyn)  :  May  I  have 
the  permission  to  make  a  motion  ? 

President  Golden  :  If  there  is  no  objection  from  the  Con- 
vention. 

Delegate  Frampton  (Local  491,  Brooklyn)  :  I  want  to  say 
first  I  am  glad  that  this  resolution  to  raise  the  per  capita  tax 
went  through,  but  I  also  want  to  say  after  hearing  all  these  speak- 
ers, without  exception  they  all  decried  the  fact  that  in  every  Local 
there  were  a  bunch  of  reactionaries  who  did  not  want  to  progress, 
and  for  the  simple  reason  that  they  were  not  educated  to  it. 
Now,  we  cannot  blame  those  men  who  are  not  educated ;  for  not 
being  that  way ;  we  can  only  blame  ourselves  for  not  educating 
them,  So  I  want  to  make  a  motion  here  to  give  us  a  chance  to 
educate  them.  Give  us,  say,  fifteen  minutes  out  of  each  Local 
Union  meeting  to  be  set  aside  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the 
Labor  Movement,  discussing  all  phases  of  it,  where  we  cannot  get 
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the  rank  and  file  of  the  men  interested  and  fully  instructed  as 
to  what  is  the  best  way  for  them  to  protect  themselves. 

Therefore,  I  would  move  if  I  am  not  out  of  order,  that  this 
Convention  instruct  all  delegates  to  go  home  and  try  to  get  in 
their  Local  Unions  fifteen  minutes  to  be  set  aside  for  a  discus- 
sion on  the  Labor  question. 

Motion  seconded. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  motion ;  are  you 
ready  for  the  question? 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  want  to  state 
that  we  have  a  clause  in  our  constitution  and  by-laws,  which  we 
call  the  Hour  of  Labor,  under  which  we  can  discuss  anything, 
religion,  politics,  or  anything  else  that  comes  into  our  heads.  No 
motion  is  in  order  at  that  time  and  it  is  purely  an  open  forum. 
Sometimes  we  surely  do  get  some  funny  ideas.  I  bring  up  argu- 
ments myself.  It  is  to  bring  out  the  thought  of  others.  "It  is 
what  we  call  the  Hour  of  Labor  or  for  the  good  and  welfare, 
whichever  you  wish  to  call  it. 

Delegate  Thompson  (Local  706,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  happen  to  be  one  of  the  signers  of  that  resolution,  and  it 
will  certainly  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  take  back  the  result  of 
that  vote.  Our  Local  left  it  in  the  hands  of  the  delegation  and 
they  told  us  if  necessary  we  could  go  to  30  cents  per  capita  tax, 
and  I  know  well  they  will  be  tickled  to  death  when  they  hear 
that  report. 

President  Golden  :  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will 
signify  by  saying  **aye" ;  those  opposed,  "no."  It  is  carried  unan- 
imously. 

President  Golden  :  As  was  reported  to  this  Convention  there 
is  a  strike  of  Textile  Workers  in  Anderson,  S.  C,  where  there 
are  a  little  over  seven  hundred  on  strike,  and  about  a  thousand 
others  dependent  upon  them.  The  strike  is  our  strike. 
They  are  asking  for  an  increase  in  wages  of  10  per  cent. 
They  have  been  on  strike  for  something  over  three  months, 
and  they  are  standing  very  loyally  together.  The  agent  of  the 
mills  has  flatly  stated  to  Federal  Mediator  Colpoys  that  they 
can  afford  to  give  a  10  per  cent,  increase  and  offered  them 
a  week's  extra  pay  if  they  would  work  steadily  until  the  2nd  of 
November,  but  he  would  not  give  them,  as  he  termed  it,  and  the 
ladies  will  excuse  the  expression,  he  would  not  give  them  a  damn 
nickel  on  account  of  the  request  coming  through  the  Union. 

Now,  this  is  our  first  real  endorsed,  legitimate,  organized 
strike  in  the  South,  and  if  we  will  toe  the  line  we  are  going  to 
win  it. 

There  is  also  a  strike  of  Textile  Workers,  twenty-seven  hun- 
dred of  them,  in  the  village  of  New  York  Mills,  N.  Y.,  near 
Utica,  and  while  there  are  twenty-seven  hundred  out,  it  is  our 
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organized  people  that  are  bearing  the  brunt  of  the  fight, 
between  five  and  six  hundred,  and  they  are  PoHsh  people.  They 
are  putting  up  a  splendid  fight.  They  have  been  evicted 
from  their  homes.  The  most  brutal  methods  in  the  world  that 
could  be  used  have  been  used  to  defeat  them,  and  that  is  a  strike 
also  that  we  feel  is  worthy  of  some  action  of  this  Convention. 
And  consequently,  there  is  a  resolution  here,  and  this  is  in  con- 
nection with  the  strike  question,  and  you  can  speak  upon  it  after 
you  have  heard  the  two  resolutions.  The  Secretary  will  read 
the  resolutions.  This  resolution  was  before  the  proper  com- 
mittee and  concurred  in  and  then  it  was  referred  to  a  later  period 
when  the  two  strike  situations  would  be  taken  up. 
Secretary  Conboy  read  the  following  resolution: 

Resolution  No.  33 . 

"Whereas,  Over  700  Textile  Workers  went  on  strike  on  Aug- 
ust 9th,  1916,  for  a  10  per  cent,  increase  in  wages;  and 

"Whereas,  The  Miir  Officials  have  taken  the  position  that 
while  admitting  they  can  afford  to  increase  the  wages,  neverthe- 
less not  one  nickel  will  they  give  to  those  workers  while  they  are 
members  of  the  Union;  and 

"Whereas,  We  believe  that  this  attitude  of  those  Mill  Officials 
makes  it  perfectly  clear  that  their  sole  intention  is  to  destroy  the 
Textile  Workers'  Union  in  Anderson,  S.  C,  and 

"Whereas,  We,  the  delegates  from  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  fully 
realize  the  importance  of  winning  this  fight  in  order  to  main- 
tain our  inalienable  right  to  organize ;  therefore  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  the  delegates  to  this  Sixteenth  Annual  Con- 
vention go  on  record  in  favor  of  urging  their  respective  Local 
Unions  to  give  their  moral  and  financial  support  to  the  end  that 
the  strikers  of  our  Textile  Union  in  Anderson,  S.  C,  may  win 
their  fight  for  better  wages  and  the  right  to  belong  to  a  Trade 
Union. 

"(Signed)  A.  L.  Stoner, 

A.  T.  Bradley, 

B.  L.  Monday, 

J.  H.  Humphrey." 

The  Committee  heartily  concurs  in  this  resolution  and  refers 
the  matter  to  the  incoming  Executive  Board  to  be  considered  at 
their  earliest  opportunity. 

Secretary  Conboy  reading  Resolution  No.  44 : 

Resolution  No.  44. 

"Whereas,  2,700  Textile  Workers  have  been  on  strike  for 

over  four  months  for  an  increase  in  wages  in  New  York  Mills. 
N.  Y.;and, 

"Whereas,  The  most  brutal  methods  ever  practiced  upon 
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Strikes  have  been  put  in  operation  by  the  officials  of  the  New 
York  Mills  Corporation  in  order  to  defeat  the  strikers  who  have 
been  evicted  from  the  company  houses  wholesale;  and, 

''Whereas^  The  thugs  and  gunmen  employed  by  the  Mill  Cor- 
poration have  beaten  up  many  of  the  strikers  along  with  our 
Polish  Organizer;  and, 

"Whereas,  Those  2,700  people  are  only  demanding  a  living 
wage  for  the  labor  they  perform;  and, 

Whereas,  In  Anderson,  S.  C,  over  700  Textile  Workers 
have  been  on  strike  for  over  three  months  for  an  increase  of  10 
per  cent,  in  wages ;  and, 

"Whereas,  The  officials  of  the  two  mills  on  strike,  namely  the 
Gluck  and  the  Equinox  Mills,  have  flatly  acknowledged  that  they 
can  well  afford  to  give  increases  in  wages,  but  will  not  give  a 
nickel  of  an  increase  on  account  of  the  demand  coming  through 
the  Union ;  and, 

"Whereas,  These  strikers  with  over  1,000  others  dependent 
upon  them  have  been  served  with  notice  to  quit  the  company 
tenements ;  therefor,  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  this  Convention  go  on  record  as  tendering 
their  moral  and  financial  support  to  the  striking  Textile  Workers 
in  Anderson,  S.  C.^  and  New  York  Mills,  Ni.  Y. ;  and,  be  it 
further 

"Resolved,  That  the  International  Officers  be  instructed  to 
immediately  send  out  an  appeal  to  our  Local  Unions  and  to  others, 
who  in  their  judgment  they  feel  they  can  appeal  to,  to  give  their 
financial  aid  to  the  Textile  Workers  now  on  strike  tn  the  above 
named  cities ;  and,  be  it  further 

"Resolved,  That  in  the  appeal  we  urge  the  members  of  all 
our  Local  Unions  to  give  as  generously  as  their  financial  condi- 
tions will  allow  and  give  immediately." 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  resolution.  What  is 
your  pleasure? 

Delegate  Stoner  (Local  807,  Knoxville)  :  As  1  stated  before 
I  am  not  given  much  to  talk,  but  I  am  here  in  the  interest  of  the 
Textile  Workers,  not  only  in  the  South,  but  in  the  interest  of  all. 
That  is  exactly  the  stand  I  took  today.  We  had  an  assessment 
of  25  cents  levied  on  us  and  there  was  no  question  whatever 
raised  as  to  where  it  was  going;  whether  it  is  going  to  the  South 
or  whether  it  was  coming  up  North.  We  voted  On  it  gladly  dnd 
paid  it  gladly.  As  I  stated  here  this  morning,  it  is  necessary  for 
the  South  to  be  organized  in  the  interest  of  you  people  here. 
We  are  going  to  fight  for  this  right  to  belong  to  the  organiza-, 
tion  so  that  we  might  protect,  not  only  the  little  children,  but 
to  protect  each  and  every  one  of  ourselves. 

I  happen  to  be  fortunate  or  unfortunate  enough  to  have  some 
children  of  my  own,  and  I  would  regret  very  much  to  see  them 
,  ^^ymed  out  where  they  have  no  place  to  go  to  school.    I  dare  say 
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,  there  are  a  number  in  this  room  today  that  know  that  is  the 
kind  of  a  condition  those  people  are  placed  in  in  Anderson,  S.  C 
They  have  slaved  there  for  those  people,  filled  their  pockets,  the 
employers'  pockets  with  money  and  made  them  rich,  and  now  be- 
cause they  want  to  be  recognized  as  men  and  women  and  to  have 
the  privilege  of  having  something  to  live  on,  to  protect  their 
children,  they  are  crushed  down,  but  I  want  to  tell  you  that  the 
people  of  the  South  are  not  so  easily  crushed  down  as  those 
people  up  in  Boston  think  they  might  be,  because  they  are  going 
^  to  find  them  fighting  just  as  long  as  they  have  a  drop  of  blood  left 
in  them  to  fight;  they  are  going  to  fight  for  their  principle  to 
organize,  just  as  each  and  every  one  of  you  have  heard  the  report 
this  morning. 

We  have  had  it  told  to  us  down  home,  we  have  had  it  told  to 
us  more  than  once  that  they  were  willing  to  do  so  and  so  for  us, 
but  we  did  not  want  to  take  too  much  hand  in  other  things.  That 
is  what  we  are  told  to  do ;  that  is  why  we  come  up  to  this  Con- 
vention without  our  hands  being  tied. 

Therefore,  I  appeal  to  each  and  every  one  of  you  to  take  it 
home  to  your  Local  and  do  everything  in  your  power  to  help 
us  in  Anderson,  S.  C.  Think  of  those  people  there  and  those 
little  children  there  who  are  working  in  the  mills,  as  I  happen 
'  to  know  just  a  little  bit  about  those  people  over  in  South  Caro- 
lina, they  work  long  hours,  they  work  for  very  low  wages  and 
it  is  very  necessary  that  they  have  some  help.  So,  therefore,  you 
should  urge  your  people  to  help  out  in  this  and  we  are  going  to 
do  everything  in  our  power  in  the  way  of  financial  matters,  and 
in  every  way  possible  to  help  Anderson,  S.  C,  or  any  other 
place  that  we  might  be  called  upon  to  do  so.  (Applause.) 

(Second  Vice-President  McKosky  in  the  Chair)  : 

Delegate  Monday  (Local  807,  Knoxville)  :  I  do  not  think  I 
can  add  much  to  what  Brother  Stoner  has  said.  I  feel  that  those 
two  strikes  mean  something  to  this  organization.  I  really  know 
more  about  the  Anderson  strike  than  I  do  about  the  North,  but 
while  you  people  know  more  about  the  North  than  I  do,  it  is 
not  well  for  me  to  discuss  the  Northern  questions,  because  you 
are  more  familiar  with  the  situation  here  than  I  am. 

Now,  people,  we  want  to  win  this  strike  for  these  people  not 
only  for  their  benefit  but  for  the  benefit  of  future  generations  and 
for  the  benefit  of  the  future  of  the  organization  in  the  Southern 
States.  We  feel  today  that  there  is  a  great  field  in  the  Southern 
States  to  be  organized.  We  have  made  moves  this  week  here  to 
progress,  to  get  better  work  and  more  of  it,  and  move  on  down 
this  way,  and  I  think  now  is  the  time  to  make  a  hit.  I  feel  sure 
that  if  we  can  win  this  fight  in  South  Carolina  that  we  have  won 
the  fight  in  the  South.  So,  therefore,  I  appeal  to  every  delegate 
in  this  hall  to  go  back  to  your  locals  and  explain  this  case  as  clearly 
as  possible  to  your  members  and  appeal  to  them  for  all  the  help, 
both  financial  and  moral,  that  they  can  possibly  give. 
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Our  Local  Association  has  a  few  dollars  and  I  feel  assured  that 
every  dollar  of  that  money,  if  necessary,  shall  go  to  Anderson,^ 
S.  C,  and  even  to  the  North  if  it  is  necessary.  We  mean  to  win 
the  fight.  What  good  are  our  dollars  in  the  treasury  if  we  cannot 
spend  them  for  the  cause  for  which  they  were  intended.  That 
is  better  than  a  dollar  in  the  pocket. 

Organizer  Minszewski  then  gave  a  graphic  description  of  the 
strike  situation  at  New  York  Mills. 

Delegate  Poweks:  I  don't  think  I  would  like  to  say  any- 
thing more,  only  I  appeal  to  the  delegates  to  keep  both  of  these 
strikes  in  mind  when  they  return  to  their  tocal  Unions.  Let  us 
win  them  if  we  possibly  can. 

President  Golden  :  I  will  read  these  resolves  so  that  the 
delegates  will  know  when  they  go  back  to  their  Local  Unions 
what  the  whole  substance  of  this  means.  The  resolve  is  that 
this  Convention  go  on  record  as  tendering  its  moral  and  financial 
support  to  the  striking  Textile  Workers  in  Anderson,  S.  C, 
and  New  York  Mills,  N.  Y. ;  and,  be  it  further 

"Resolved,  That  the  International  Officers  be  instructed  im- 
mediately to  send  out  an  appeal  to  our  Local  Unions,  and  to 
others,  who  in  their  judgment  they  feel  they  can  appeal  to,  to 
give  their  financial  aid  to  the  Textile  Workers  now  on  strike  in 
the  above  named  cities;  and,  be  it  further 

"Resolved,  That  in  the  appeal  we  urge  the  members  of  all  our 
Local  Unions  to  give  as  generously  as  their  financial  conditions 
will  allow  and  give  immediately." 

The  motion  is  to  adop  the  resolution.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question  ?  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  signify  by  saying 
"aye";  those  opposed,  "no."    The  motion  is  adopted. 

Delegate  Russak  (Local  989,  Paterson)  :  I  have  a  resolu- 
tion which  has  not  been  brought  before  the  Convention,  and  I 
would  like  to  read  it  if  you  will  permit  me. 

President  Golden  :    If  there  is  no  objection  from  the  Con- 
vention you  can  go  ahead. 

Delegate  Russak  (Local  989,  Paterson) :   Resolution  No.  23: 
Introduced  by  Delegate  Isaac  Russak  of  Local  989,  Paterson, 
N.  J. 

"Whereas,  the  Broad  Silk  Weavers  of  Paterson,  N.  J.,  are 
surrounded  by  many  enemies  of  rival  organizations;  be  it  there- 
fore 

"Resolved,  That  the  National  Office  pay  monthly  50  per  cent, 
of  the  expenses  of  the  Business  Agent  of  the  above-named  Local, 
until  such  time  as  the  present  chaotic  conditions  in  Paterson  are 
removed. 

"(Signed)  Isaac  Russak,  Local  989,  Paterson,  N.  J." 
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.  Delegate  Powers  (Local  486,  Pawtucket,  R.  L>:  Mr.  Chair- 
man I  move  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Council. 

Delegate  Le  Claire  (Local  734,  Lowell,  Mass.)  :  I  second 
the  motion. 

President  Golden  :  It  has  been  regularly  moved  and  sec- 
onded that  it  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Council.  Are  you  ready 
for  the  question? 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  think  it  would 
be  a  bad  precedent.  Every  little  locality  would  want  the  Inter- 
national Body  to  pay  50  per  cent,  of  their  Business  Agent's  sal- 
ary.   Every^  Local  in  Philadelphia  would  want  that. 

President  Golden  :  Just  a  minute,  Delegate  Hall.  I  under- 
stand the  motive  of  that  motion ;  it  is  not  adopted,  it  is  referred 
to  the  Executive  Council  for  action  upon  it. 

Delegate  Powers  (Local  486,  Pawtucket)  :  I  made  the  mo- 
tion and  I  will  explain  if  you  wish.  We  don't  know  the  facts 
of  the  case,  and  1  did  not  want  to  go  at  it  blind.  My  purpose  in 
making  the  motion  was  that  the  International  Organization  would 
have  an  opportunity  to  investigate  and  act  accordingly.  T  don't 
want  to  act  until  we  have  all  the  facts  to  go  on. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  That  is  just  the 
point.  This  going  at  things  blind  at  the  eleventh  hour  is  bad 
business.  If  this  matter  had  been  concurred  in  without  a  word, 
our  friends  from  Paterson  would  leave  the  Convention  endorsing 
the  position  they  were  taking  concerning  the  International  Office 
paying  50  per  cent;  of  the  Business  Agent's  salary.  I  think  it 
would  be  the  worse  thing  we  could  dream  of  to  think  of  paying 
50  per  cent,  of  the  Business  Agent's  salary.  When  the  Local  I 
belong  to  wants  some  work  done  locally  at  points  we  appoint  an 
Organizer,  or  if  we  want  some  business  done  and  no  organizing, 
they  call  a  Business  Agent  and  sometimes  we  keep  him  on  for 
weeks  and  sometimes  for  months,  sometimes  for  years,  and  then 
again  we  do  not  have  him  at  all.  We  would  be  hampering  the 
finances  of  this  organization  by  tying  anything  like  that  to  it,  and 
I  hope  it  will  not  be  concurred  in  even  to  refer  it  to  the  general 
Executive  Board. 

Delegate  Russak  (Local  989,  Paterson)  :  I  only  read  my  res- 
olution in  order  not  to  lose  any  time,  but  the  question  has  been 
raised  so  I  must  make  a  little  bit  of  an  explanation,  as  to  what 
is  going  on  there.  In  Paterson  a  long  time  we  did  not  have  a 
chance  with  this  organization  owing  to  the  I.  W.  W.  Since  the 
last  strike  and  also  before.  Since  last  winter  we  had  a  chance 
to  have  such  a  Local,  but  the  other  organization  went  to  sleep. 
We  have  the  1.  W.  W.  from  Chicago,  Local  25.  I  do  not  know 
whether  you  are  acquainted  with  them  or  not.  They  have  an 
independent  organization  of  Broad  Silk  Weavers.  Only  the  Broad 
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Silk  Weavers  are  the  worst  victims  of  those  divided  unions  that 
they  have  there  in  Pater  son.  The  last  time  they  tried  to  break 
up  our  organization  and  we  lost  many  members  on  account  of 
that.  I  understand  that  the  Executive  Board  is  well  aware  of 
•  that  fact. 

Therefore,  the  Local  decided  at  the  present  moment  that  we 
must  have  a  Business  Agent  to  keep  up  the  business  of  the  Local. 
We  can  only  afford  to  give  50  per  cent,  and  I  am  sure  if  you  can 
pay  the  other  50  per  cent,  of  the  expense  of  the  Business  Agent 
until  these  conditions  are  changed,  I  am  sure  that  the  Interna- 
tional will  gain  more  than  lose  by  giving  this  50  per  cent. 

President  Golden:  Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  All 
those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  signify  by  saying  ''aye" ;  con- 
trary, "no."    The  ayes  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

President  Golden  :  There  is  a  matter  here  that  must  be 
acted  upon.  Previous  to  the  opening  of  the  big  Convention  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  there  is  a  Label  Trades 
Convention  that  begins  the  week  before  of  the  various  depart- 
ments that  have  been  instituted,  the  Mining  Department,  Build- 
ing Trades  Department,  etc.,  Metal  Trades  Department  and  the 
Union  Label  Departnlent.  We  are  entitled  to  one  delegate  and 
have  always  sent  one  delegate  to  the  Label  Trades  Convention,  as 
we  are  a  part  of  that  Department,  having  a  Label,  consequently 
it  is  in  order  now  for  the  Convention  to  say  who  will  represent  you 
at  the  Label  Trades  Department. 

Delegate  Reagan  (Local  26,  Lowell)  :  I  move  you  that  the 
President  be  given  one  week  ahead  or  whatever  time  is  necessary 
to  attend  that  meeting  of  the  Label  Trades.    (Motion  seconded.) 

Chairman  McKosky  :  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question?  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will 
signify  by  saying  "aye" ;  opposed,  "no."  It  is  unanimously 
adopted. 

President  Golden  :  There  is  a  matter  here  for  this  Conven- 
tion to  act  upon.  Last  year  you  appointed  me  Managing  Editor 
of  your  Journal,  and  I  have  got  a  report  to  make  here.  The 
reason  I  have  kept  it  is  because  I  have  a  proposition  that  Lwant 
to  offer,  which  I  think  will  avoid  any  extensive  divScussion  and 
may  result  in  working  out  the  problem. 

I  have  had  a  year's  experience  as  Editor  of  your  Journal,  and 
therefore  several  matters  impressed  themselves  upon  my  mind 
which  fully  convinces  me  that  we  are  all  wrong  on  our  Journal 
policy,  and  T  have  this  recommendation  to  make: 

RECOMMENDATION. 

"As  Managing  Editor  of  our  Official  Journal  during  the  past 
year,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  our  Journal  is  being 
operated  upon  a  very  impractical  and  unbusinesslike  basis,  and 
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under  its  present  system  is  bound  to  continue  to  be  a  financial 
loss  to  our  organization. 

"Some  method  must  be  adopted  to  secure  a  larger  circula- 
tion and.  to  have  the  advertising  of  the  Journal  conducted  on  a 
more  practical  system. 

"We  are  about  the  only  International  Union  in  the  country 
that  calls  for  the  miserably  lov^  percentage  of  10  per  cent,  sub- 
scriptions from  our  Local  Unions ;  and  when  I  have  informed 
some  of  the  editors  of  other  Labor  journals  that  we  only  call 
for  subscriptions  of  10  per  cent,  of  the  membership  of  our 
Local  Unions,  it  caused  them  to  smile. 

"There  is  absolutely  no  reason  why  our  Journal  should  be 
operated  under  a  financial  loss.  If  the  proper  system  is  applied 
it  can  be  o'perated  upon  a  profitable  basis  and  also  be  made  a  more 
valuable  educational  medium  for  our  members. 

"I  would  recommend  that  this  Convention  raise  the  percentage 
of  subscriptions  from  our  Local  Unions  to  a  higher  basis,  and 
would  also  recommend  that  the  Managing  Editor  be  given  dis- 
cretional power  to  outline  and  adopt  an  advertising  system  which 
will  be  profitabie  instead  of  a  financial  loss  to  our  International 
Union. 

"Now  my  proposition  is  this:  On  this  recommendation,  of 
course,  when  I  say  'give  me  discretionary  power,'  that  means 
under  the  Executive  Council,  as  provided  for  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. My  reason  for  recommending  a  higher  percentage  of  sub- 
scriptions is  because  we  cannot  expect  other  people  to  subscribe 
to  our  Journal  or  take  much  interest  in  it  if  only  10  per  cent,  of 
our  membership  is  called  upon  to  do  the  same  thing. 

"It  is  somewhat  of  a  comphcated  matter  to  get  away  from 
the  old  system  to  a  newer  and  up-to-date  one.  During  the  year 
both  myself  and  Secretary-Treasurer  Conboy  have  made  an  in- 
vestigation and  have  talked  with  the  editors  of  various  Interna- 
tional journals  and  have  got  some  ideas  in  our  minds.  Now  to 
begin  to  express  them  or  explain  them  in  detail  here  now,  would 
not  result  in  very  much  definite  work  being  done  upon  it,  and  my 
suggestion  was  that  you  adopt  the  spirit  of  that  recommendation, 
the  principal  one  of  which  is  a  higher  percentage  of  subscription 
in  the  Local  Unions. 

"I  believe  that  can  be  brought  about  by  the  delegates  here  and 
our  Secretary  in  an  educational  manner,  making  it  absolutely  com- 
pulsory at  this  Convention.  It  may  take  us  another  couple  of 
months  to  work  out  the  full  proposition,  and  my  idea  was  to 
have  you  leave  this  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  Qfificers  and  the 
Emergency  Committee  along  with  the  Editor  of  your  Journal 
and  after  we  have  got  our  proposition  down  to  a  businesslike 
basis,  that  the  Secretary-Treasurer  be  then  instructed  to  send  a 
letter  to  the  Secretaries  of  the  A^arious  Local  Unions  embodying 
the  proposition  that  we  will  work  out  for  a  practical  running  of 
our  Journal,  and  have  the  Local  Unions  take  action  on  it,  em- 
powering us  to  put  that  system  into  fact. 
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'As  1  said,  it  may  take  a  month  or  two ;  it  may  probably  take 
a  little  longer  before  we  can  get  down  to  a  practical  working 
basis.  We  have  not  finished  our  investigation  and  our  con- 
tract does  not  run  out  until  the  end  of  April,  and  it  seems  to 
me  that  we  can  work  this  thing  out  and  get  the  answers  and 
opinions  and  I  want  to  say  if  anybody  has  any  opinions  or  sug- 
gestions upon  how  we  should  conduct  the  Journal^  send  them  in 
because  we  want  them.  While  I  am  supposed  to  be  Editor,  we 
have  goi!  to  get  it  out  altogether,  and  I  want  to  impress  it  upon 
the  delegates  here  and  the  Organizers,  etc.,  that  the  columns  are 
always  open  for  any  kind  of  news  from  the  Local  Unions;  we 
don't  get  sufficient  of  that,  and  it  wouldn't  take  very  long;  there 
are  a  few  of  our  Secretaries  and  other  Officers  of  the  Local 
Unions,  as  you  have  probably  noticed  in  the  Journal',  who  can 
sit  down  and  write  up  pretty  good  articles.  It  does  not  take 
college  men  to  do  that,  and  I  think  if  we  can  arouse  a  spirit  of 
interest  and  arouse  a  spirit  of  co-operation  in  the  running  of  our 
Journal,  in  the  coming  year  I  believe  we  will  be  able  to  improve 
it  materially.  I  believe  we  have  improved  it,  although  I  do  say  it 
myself.  We  have  letters  commending  us  for  the  manner  in 
which  we  improved  the  Journal.  The  loss  has  been  very  slight, 
considering  that  we  only  get  10  per  cent,  from  our  members  and 
a  small  advertising  in  the  matter,  the  loss  has  been  very  small, 
somewhere  about  $400  for  the  year,  and  there  are  a  number  of 
subscriptions  outstanding  that  will  reduce  that  very  much,  but 
it  has  only  been  by  careful  economy  that  we  have  been  able  to 
keep  down  that  loss,  but  it  cannot  be  avoided  if  we  send  out  an 
article  that  costs  $500  and  we  only  get  $400  to  do  it :  we  are  go- 
ing to  go  $100  in  the  hole. 

"We  have  some  good  propositions;  we  have  a  plan  not  quite 
matured  in  mind ;  we  have  some  two  or  three  m-onths  to  work 
upon  it  before  our  contract  runs  out  and  I  think  if  you  will  give 
us  that  time,  and  we  can  whip  our  proposition  into  shape,  we 
will  then  submit  it  to  the  Local  LTnions  and  have  them  adopt  it 
in  order  that  we  can  put  it  into  operation  when  the  contract  is 
at  an  end,  or  at  the  beginning  of  the  year." 

Delegate  Boylan  (Local  825,  Philadelphia)  :  I  think  while 
we  have  got  the  diflferent  nationalities  in  the  Textile  Workers 
that  we  should  have  some  Journals  published  in  Polish  and  some 
in  Jewish  and  some  in  the  Italian  language. 

President  Goldens  :  Who  is  going  to  pay  the  bill  ? 

Delegate  Boylan  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :    I  do  not  know. 

President  Golden  :  We  caruiot  pay  the  full  bill  now;  we  can 
pay  it,  but  I  mean  we  are  not  coming  out  quite  even,  but  we  can 
easily  do  that  and- make  the  Journal  as  I  say  here  both  profitable 
and  educational.  If  you  are  going  to  employ  five  or  six 
more  printing  offices,  and  print  it  in  five  or  six  different  lan- 
guages, why,  we  will  have  to  ask  you  for  the  money  to  do  if 
with. 
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Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  If  this  resolution  or 
motion  goes  through,  as  outlined  by  the  Board,  and  is  sent  out 
to  the  Unions  and  they  endorse  the  proposition,  would  that  make 
it  compulsory  on  all? 

"  President  Golden  ;  ,Yes;  we  will  outline  that  in  the  propo- 
sition.        .  ,  . 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
think  it  would  be  bad  business.  While  I  agree  that  all  the  edu- 
cation, possible  is  a  necessity,  still  I  think  we  should  go  slow,  al- 
though we  have  taken  steps  forward  financially  at  this  time.  I 
think  we  had  better  get  a  good  firm  foundation  all  along  the  line, 
and  just  let  the  Journal  lay  over ;  go  along  the  best  you  know 
how  for  the  coming  year  so  that  the  year's  loss,  whatever  it  may 
be,  can  be  taken  up  at  the  next  Convention,  and  we  can  do  it 
then,  whoever  does  come.  I  do  not  expect  to  come,  but  anyway 
they  can  then  decide  on  a  plan  of  action  and  take  care  of  other 
things'  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  lay  it  over ;  that  is,  leave  it 
to  the  Board  to  make  a  report  of  the  plans  at  the  next  Conven- 
tion, and  I  would  offer  that  as  a  substitute  for  an  amendment. 

President  Golden  :  All  I  can  say  is  that  if  you  do  that  you  must 
be  prepared  to  lose  another  $400  or  $500  during  the  coming  year, 
when  I  know  from  the  results  of  my  investigations  now  that 
you  can  make  more  than  that  in  profit  in  a  legitimate  manner,  be- 
sides issuing  a  better  Journal.  Of  course,  if  you  don't  want  to 
do  that  and  want  to  be  prepared  for  the  loss  and  keep  us  just 
as  we  are  now,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied,  but  I  do  not  want  any- 
body to  come  into  the  next  Convention  and  say,  "What  the  devil 
kind  of  an  Editor  are  you  ?  You  are  running  our  Journal  at  a 
loss."    Be  prepared  for  that. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  have  mingled 
quite  a  little  and  I  have  never  heard  a  remark  on  the  Journal 
yet.  Of  course  T  realize  the  President  wants  to  advance;  I  un- 
derstand all  that;  and  I  want  to  advance,  but  I  believe  we  had 
better  give  that  additional  $400  or  $500  then  take  a  further  step 
in  pressing  the  Unions  into  compulsory  taking  of  the  Journal  as 
an  additional  amount  of  money.  I  think  at  this  time  that  would 
be  bad  policy. 

President  Golden  :  I  think  that  point  is  not  very  strong  for 
this  reason.  In  the  first  place  we  do  not  say,  and  there  is  nothing 
in  here  that  says  that  it  will  be  compulsory ;  we  may  not  put  any- 
thing in  there  about  compulsory.  But  I  don't  see  an  ounce  of 
common  sense  in  running  our  Journal  at  a  $300  or  a  $400  loss 
when  we  can  run  a  better  journal  with  a  $400  or  a  $500  profit. 
That  is  what  I  want  the  Convention  to  give  us  a  chance  to  try 
to  do  anyhow. 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :    Mr.  Chaiir- 
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man,  I  move  that  the  suggestions  of  the  President  be  approved 
and  concurred  in  by  the  Convention. 

Motion  seconded  and  adopted/ 

President  Golden  :  Have  all  the  Committees  that  had  reso-, 
lutions  been  acted  upon?  Is  there  any  more  business?  That 
completes  the  session  so  far  as  the  regular  order  of  business  is 
concerned.  Is  there  any  more  business  to  bring  before  this  Con- 
vention ? 

Delegate  Starr  (Local  678,  Paterson)  :  I  move  you,  Mr. 
President  and  Fellow  Delegates,  that  this  Convention  now  ad- 
journ. 

Motion  seconded. 

President  Golden  :  There  has  been  a  motion  made  and  sec- 
onded that  we  now  adjourn  to  meet  in  Lowell  on  the  third  Mon- 
day of  next  October,  1917.  Previous  to  adjourning,  the  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer has  something  to  say. 

Secretary  Conboy  :  I  just  want  to  say,  Mr.  President,  that  I 
would  like  to  have  this  Convention  tender  a  vote  of  thanks  to  our 
most  efficient  messenger  and  our  most  capable  door  keeper  for 
the  Convention.  They  have  both  been  very  faithful  and  very 
loyal  and  they  have  been  on  the  job  every  minute  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Convention,  and  I  move  you,  Mr.  Chairman, 
before  we  adjourn  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  tendered  to  our  mes- 
senger and  sergeant-at-arms. 

Motion  seconded  and  unanimously  adopted. 

President  Golden  :  Brother  and  Sister  Delegates.  Many 
policies  have  been  decided  upon  here  which  may  take  time  and 
effort  to  have  your  rank  and  file  understand  clearly  and  thorough- 
ly. The  Officers  of  your  International  Union  and  your  Executive 
Council  and  your  organizers  stand  ready  at  all  times  to 
assist  those  men  and  women  who  need  assistance  in  the  edu- 
cation of  the  rank  and  file. 

I  want  to  say  that  this  has  been  one  of  the  best,  and  one  of 
the  most  intelligent  Conventions  that  I  have  ever  presided  over  in 
my  term  as  your  President.  I  believe  that  the  policies  enacted 
here  are  bound  to  promote  the  growth  of  our  Organization  and 
also  the  interest  of  our  members.  Let  our  watchword  be  now 
two  things  in  mind :  An  8-hoi^r  day  and  a  50,000  membership 
at  the  next  Convention.  (Applause.)  Go  out  fully  imbued  with 
the  determination  that  you  are  never  going  to  stop  a  minute  in 
this  great  march  of  progress.  In  this  Convention  the  keynote 
was  sounded  last  year,  the  banner  displayed  this  year.  Let  those 
who  are  in  the  minority  and  I  feel  they  will  now  line  up  shoulder 
to  shoulder  with  those  who  are  in  the  majority  in  the  enacting 
of  our  new  policies. 
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We  sounded  the  keynote  last  year.  We  have  put  that  slogan 
into  effect  this  year.  We  have  removed  ourselves  even  from 
the  inference  that  we  are  a  cheap  organization  ;  we  are  going  along 
slowly  but  surely. 

May  every  delegate  here  return  to  their  homes,  and  those  they 
love,  safe  and  sound,  fully  conscious  that  they  have  done  their 
full  duty  as  their  conscience  prompted  them  to  do,  and  when  you 
get  back  there  you  can  tell  all  those  whom  you  represent  that  you 
have  attended  a  Convention  that  will  be  an  epoch  in  the  history 
of  our  International  Union  for  all  time. 

Whether  we  differed  or  we  agreed,  you  can  go  back  now,  ready 
to  shake  the  hands  of  those  you  differed  with,  and  go  back  to 
your  homes  and  your  members  fully  conscious  of  a  duty  well  done. 

President  Golden:  All  business  having  been  transacted  I 
now  declare  this  Convention  duly  adjourned  to  meet  in  Lowell, 
Mass.,  the  third  Monday  in  October,  1917. 

Convention  adjourned  sine  die,  3.30  P.  M. 
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June  19,  Frank  Mathurin. 
753— New  York  Mills,  N.  Y. 
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FIRST  SESSION. 


Monday  Morning,  October  4th,  1920. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  John  Golden,  International 
President,  at  10:25  o'clock  A.  M. 

President  Golden  :  The  Convention  will  please  be  in  order. 
We  will  hear  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Fleming.  (Applause.) 

ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME  BY 
DENIS  M.  FLEMING,  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  CENTRAL 
LABOR  UNION,  MANCHESTER,  N.  H. 

Mr.  President,  Sister  and  Brother  Delegates: 

One  year  ago  the  Manchester  delegation  went  to  the  City  of 
Baltimore  and  I  as  the  Chairman  of  that  delegation  in  my  humble 
way  asked  you  to  honor  us  by  holding  the  next  convention  in  this 
City.  You  responded  generously,  all  those  interested  in  the  con- 
vention, and  there  was  not  a  happier  man  in  Baltimore  that  day 
than  I  was. 

I  understand  from  our  National  Secretary  that  this  is  the 
largest  convention  that  was  ever  held  by  the  United  Textile  W^ork- 
ers  of  America.  I  will  say  in  all  sincerity  that  there  is  not  a 
prouder  man,  not  alone  in  the  City  but  in  the  State,  than  I  am 
to  have  the  honor  of  opening  this  twentieth  annual  convention 
in  this  City,  and  in  behalf  of  the  Manchester  Textile  Organization, 
representing  nineteen  local  organizations,  as  their  president,  and 
in  behalf  of  the  Central  Labor  Union  of  Manchester,  representing 
fifty-four  local  unions,  to  extend  to  you  the  hand  of  fellowship 
and  to  welcome  you  to  the  City  of  Manchester  and  I  hope  that 
you  will  enjoy  every  minute  while  you  are  with  us. 

I  will  have  something  to  say  to  you  from  time  to  time,  so  all 
I  will  now  say  is  that  I  will  turn  the  Convention  over  to  the  Gen- 
eral President,  Brother  Golden,  to  handle  the  Convention. 
(Applause.) 

President  Golden  assumed  the  Chair. 

President  Golden.*  Of  course  I  can  easily  believe  that  our 
friend  Fleming  is  a  very  happy  man  to  have  such  a  large  family 
here.  Most  of  us  know  the  eloquent  plea  he  made  in  our  last  con- 
vention which  had  a  whole  lot  to  do  with  bringing  it  into  this  City. 
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One  delegate  was  unkind  enough  in  his  good-natured  way  to  say 
to  me,  ''Well,  that  is  all  right  but  we  would  never  have  gone  to 
Manchester  if  Dennie  Fleming  had  not  captured  the  Convention 
with  his  Irish  blarney."  (Laughter  and  applause.)  Whether  it 
was  that  or  not,  we  are  here  and  in  looking  around  it  has  seemed 
as  though  we  were  going  to  be  made  very  welcome  here. 

It  is  not  every  city  that  will  decorate  and  the  business  men 
open  their  arms  and  welcome  us.  I  suppose  that  there  was  a 
time  in  this  very  City  when  a  convention  of  this  kind  would  not 
have  been  very  welcome.  I  said  to  Organizer  Reagan  only  a 
few  months  ago  when  he  and  I  walked  over  the  bridge  into  the 
office  of  the  Amoskeag  Mill  to  have  a  conference  with  the  agent 
at  the  agent's  request,  ''Tom,  I  tried  for  nearly  fifteen  years  to 
get  the  United  Textile  Workers  a  foothold  in  Manchester."  We 
got  started  and  then  we  got  disrupted.  'T  never  dreamed,"  I 
said,  ''that  I  would  live  to  see  the  day  when  I  and  one  of  our 
general  organizers  would  be  going  into  this  office  of  this  large 
corporation  at  their  request,  and  it  shows  some  of  the  progress 
that  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  are  making." 
(Applause.) 

I  feel  sure  that  because  of  the  treatment  we  will  receive  here 
and  the  efforts  that  are  being  made  to  make  us  comfortable, 
to  make  it  enjoyable  to  be  here,  that  every  delegate,  when  this 
Convention  adjourns,  will  only  have  one  thing  to  say :  "We  got 
a  hearty  welcome  in  Manchester  and  were  not  sorry  we  went 
there."  It  is  an  honor  well  deserved,  I  think,  that  Manchester 
should  have  the  record  of  having  the  largest  convention  ever  held 
by  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  right  in  their  home 
city.    It  is  a  tribute  to  them  which  I  think  is  very  well  deserved. 

Now  we  are  not  going  into  official  session.  Our  usual  custom 
is  to  give  those  who  desire  to  officially  welcome  us  on  behalf  of 
the  labor  movement  or  any  other  movement,  the  opportunity  to 
do  so. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  introducing  to  the  Convention  Brother 
John  L.  Barry,  President  of  the  New  Hampshire  Branch  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor.  (Applause.) 

ADDRESS  OF  JOHN  L.  BARRY, 
PRESIDENT  OF  THE  NEW  HAMPSHIRE  BRANCH  OF 
THE  AMERICAN  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR. 

Worthy  President  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America, 
Brother  and  Sister  Delegates  to  this  Convention: 

It  is  indeed  an  honor  for  any  man  to  have  been  asked  to  appear 
before  a  gathering  of  men  and  women  of  the  type  that  are  here 
this  morning  represented  in  the  cause  that  you,  my  Brothers  and 
Sisters,  represent. 

The  State  Federation  of  Labor  through  its  humble  servant, 
the  President,  extends  to  you,  who  are  assembled  here  this  morn- 
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ing,  the  best  wishes  for  a  successful  convention  and  pray  that 
your  efforts  during  this  convention  will  be  crowned  with  success 
and  that  the  propositions  that  you  will  act  upon  and  bring  to  a 
head,  will  bring  to  the  Labor  Movement,  of  not  only  the  ones  that 
you  are  representing,  but  the  Labor  Movement  in  general  in  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire  and  throughout  the  United  States,  the 
best  that  they  have  ever  had. 

The  Trade  Union  Movement  is  a  credit  to  American  life.  It 
has  proven  its  worth  in  the  greatest  struggle  that  this  country  ever 
was  entered  in  and  that  is  the  world  war.  For  it  has  been  truth- 
fully said  without  denial  that  the  part  the  Trade  Union  Movement 
of  America  took  in  that  war  so  far  outshone  in  grandeur  the 
part  that  was  taken  by  others  in  that  war,  that  we  of  the  Trade 
Union  Movement  have  a  right  to  feel  that  we  have  a  right  to  a 
place  in  America  and  that  as  Trade  Unionists  loyal  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  workings  classes  we  take  our  hats  off  to  no  man  as 
Americans. 

We  will  resent  the  attempt  that  is  being  made  today  by  those 
who  are  trying  to  force  the  open  shop  system  in  the  United  States 
under  the  guise  that  it  is  for  the  best  interests  of  America,  and 
we  will'  ake  issue  and  meet  that  issue  in  the  same  way  that  we 
took  issue  and  met  the  issue  during  the  world  war  and  we  will 
come  out  victorious  in  the  end.  (Applause.) 

I  am  sure  that  your  presence  in  this  City  is  going  to  bring  to 
the  laboring  masses,  and  your  acts  in  this  City  are  going  to 
bring  to  the  Labor  Movement  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire, 
something  that  is  going  to  make  all  of  them  better  organizations, 
better  men,  better  citizens,  and  we  will  be  better  undersood,  both 
as  to  our  locals  and  as  to  the  labor  question  when  you  have 
finished  your  deliberations. 

Once  again  I  wish  to  thank  you  and  to  bid  you  God  Speed  in 
your  deliberations.    (Prolonged  applause.) 

President  Golden.-  I  am  sure  we  all  appreciate  the  remarks  of 
President  Barry  and  appreciate  the  hearty  welcome  he  has  given 
us  on  behalf  of  organized  labor  that  he  represents  in  this  City. 

We  have  with  us  this  morning  a  very  old  war-horse  in  the  labor 
movement.  He  has  been  general  organizer  of  the  Boot  and 
Shoe  Workers'  Union,  a  very  closely  allied  organization  with  our 
own,  for  a  long  number  of  years. 

I  have  very  great  pleasure  in  calling  upon  Brother  Phil  Bums 
to  address  this  convention.  (Applause.) 
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ADDRESS  OF  PHIL  BURNS, 
REPRESENTING  THE  AMERICAN  FEDERATION  OF 
LABOR  IN  THE  NON-PARTISAN  POLITICAL 
CAMPAIGN  IN  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Mr.  President,  Sister  and  Brother  Workers: 

I  appreciate  the  glowing  introduction  of  the  President.  How- 
ever,  we  have  been  associated  together  for  years,  when  it  cost 
something  to  be  a  union  man. 

While  I  am  addressing  this  grand  audience,  this  splendid  gath- 
ering of  the  textile  trade,  I  am  not  entirely  a  stranger  to  the  work- 
ers in  your  National  Organization,  whether  it  is  down  in  the 
Southern  country  or  up  in  our  climate  of  the  North. 

I  must  speak  for  the  men  of  the  South.  I  do  not  know  just 
how  far  your  organization  extends  or  your  industry  extends,  but 
I  do  know  the  workers  of  the  South  are  loyal  to  any  organization 
that  they  are  affiliated  with  and  that  for  the  true  spirit  of  union- 
ism and  loyalty  they  are  not  excelled  by  any  organization  in  the 
North.  (Applause.) 

I  thank  you  very  kindly,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Delegates,  for  your 
kind  attention  and  hope,  while  I  am  in  and  out  of  the  City,  that 
I  will  meet  you.  Do  not  be  ashamed  to  say  when  you  meet  me, 
"Why,  hello  Phil !  How  are  you  ?  I  have  a  Union  Label  on  my 
shoe."    (Prolonged  applause  and  laughter.) 

'         I  have  great  pleasure  in  introducing  Mr.  O'Brien,  representing 
His  Honor,  the  Mayor: 

ADDRESS  OF  WILLIAM  J.  O'BRIEN, 
CITY  CLERK  OF  THE  CITY  OF  MANCHESTER,  N.  H. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

While  the  Mayor  very  kindly  consented  to  address  this  con- 
vention and  probably  notified  the  committee  that  he  would  send 
a  delegate  in  place  of  himself  to  address  the  convention,  someone 
somewheres  slipped.  It  was  only  about  five  minutes  before  I 
came  into  the  hall  that  1  was  notified  that  I  was  to  address  the 
convention.  Being  a  novice  in  public  speaking,  you  will  readily 
understand  that  I  cannot  address  the  convention  at  length. 

All  I  can  say  in  behalf  of  the  Mayor  and  the  City  government 
of  Manchester  is  that  we  give  you  a  hearty  welcome  to  our  fair 
city.  The  speaker  that  preceded  me  said  that  the  welfare  of  the 
workers  is  what  the  workers  make  it  for  themselves  and  so  I 
say  that  your  stay  in  Manchester  is  what  you  will  make  it  for 
yourselves.  I  have  attended  conventions  myself,  not  of  this 
nature,  and  I  have  heard  the  Chief  Executive  of  the  city  say  that. 
While  you  are  in  Manchester  your  stay  will  be  what  the  delegates 
make  it.    The  committee  is  thoroughly  organized.    I  know  many 
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of  them  personally  and  they  are  organized  to  make  the  convention 
and  your  stay  in  Manchester  a  pleasant  one.  But  again  I  say 
that  your  stay  in  Manchester  will  be  made  what  you  and  the 
committee  will  make  it  for  yourselves. 

All  I  can  say  is  to  bid  you  a  hearty  welcome  and  God  speed 
in  your  work.  (Applause.) 


Delegate  McGoldrick  (Local  899,  Cohoes,  N.  Y.),  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  .  The  Committee  on  Credentials 
is  ready  to  make  a  partial  report  at  th'is  time : 

PARTIAL  REPORT  OF 
THE  CREDENTLALS  COMMITTEE. 
By  Mayme  McGoldrick,  Chairman. 

Manchester,  N.  H.,  October  4th,  1920. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twentieth  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  The  United  Textile  Workers  of  America: 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 

Your  Committee  on  Credentials  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  credentials  of  248  delegates,  representing  115 
local  unions,  which  take  in  14  states,  51  cities  and  towns  and  the 
Dominion  of  Canada.   This  is  a  gain  of  four  states  over  last  year. 

The  duplicate  credentials  bearing  the  names  of  the  following 
delegates  eligible  to  represent  the  various  organizations  at  this 
convention  are  as  follows : 

NEW  YORK. 

Local  Union  499 — Joseph  R.  White,  Cohoes. 
Local  Union  499 — John  Long,  Cohoes. 
Local  Union  446 — Charles  M.  Burns,  Cohoes. 
Local  Union  520 — Michael  Keefe,  Cohoes. 
Local  Union  520 — John  Walshe,  Cohoes. 
Local  Union  552 — Daniel  C.  Foster,  Cohoes. 
Local  Union  577 — Adelard  Charbonneau,  Cohoes. 
Local  Union  577 — 'Andrew  Labarge,  Cohoes. 
Local  Union  713 — Patrick  Cooey,  Cohoes. 
Local  Union  749 — James  Devery,  Cohoes. 
Local  Union  898 — Eva  Emery,  Cohoes. 
Local  Union  898 — William  Kenny.  Cohoes. 
Local  Union  899 — Margaret  Lackin,  Cohoes. 
Local  Union  899— Mrs.  J.  R.  White,  Cohoes. 
Local  Union  899 — Mayme  McGoldrick,  Cohoes. 
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Local  Union  899 — Nora  Tower,  Cohoes. 
Local  Union  1083 — Alice  Carpenter,  Cohoes. 
Local  Union  1083 — Mary  Murnane,  Cohoes. 
Local  Union  1116 — George  H  White,  Cohoes. 
Local  Union  1126 — Margaret  George,  Cohoes. 
Local  Union  1122 — Harry  T.  Wilpers,  Sidney. 
Local  Union  1442— Stephen  T.  Baker,  Utica. 
Local  Union  479 — ^Frank  W.  Jenkins,  Amsterdam. 
Local  Union  491 — John  A.  Wanless,  Brooklyn. 
Local  Union  946 — Benjamin  Hagen,  Brooklyn. 
Local  Union  1348 — ^John  Connolly,  Catskill.^ 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Local  Union  1144 — James  Flemming,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  1424 — Herbert  W.  Tinker,  Dover. 
Lo.cal  Union  1157 — Omer  Rayno,  Enfield. 
Local  Union  1272 — Mary  Giirley,  Laconia. 
Local  Union  1272 — Henry  Lediie,  Laconia. 
Local  Union  1272 — Leon  Randlett,  Laconia. 
Local  Union  1272 — Edward  J.  Sanders,  Laconia. 
Local  Union  1065 — Nelson  Stacy,  Lebanon. 
Local  Union  1065 — John  Campbelle,  Lebanon. 
Local  Union  1166 — Edward  Shaughnessy,  Lebanon. 
Local  Union  66 — Carl  Becker,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  66 — Joseph  P.  Lyons,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  66 — Napoleon  Turgeon,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  1127 — Albert  J.  Paris,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  1147 — John  J.  Berry,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  1147 — ^Johnson  Hall,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  1131 — Delia  Bohn,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  1131 — Yvonne  Harbor,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  1131 — Guillaueme  Grenier,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  1131 — Edward  Hastings,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  1131 — Annie  Leblanc,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  1131 — Laura  Richards,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  1131 — Rose  Ryan,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  1131 — Tom  Samara,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  1137 — Thomas  Beaton,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  1137 — John  Kelly,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  1137 — James  McCarthy,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  1137 — ^Albert  Pickles,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  1137 — Elmer  Skooghead,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  1137 — Gideon  St.  Jean,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  1137 — Joseph  J.  Walsh,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  1137 — Thomas  Walsh,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  1154— Etta  C.  Brimmer,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  1154 — Mary  C.  Flemming,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  1156 — Thomas  Ahern,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  1156 — James  Heron,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  1250 — Andrew  Boyle,  Manchester. 
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Local  Union  1250 — Ora  Little,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  1031 — Etienne  Berube,  Nashua. 
Local  Union  1069 — John  W.  Bober,  Newmarket. 
Local  Union  1069 — Rose  Hevey,  Newmarket. 
Local  Union  940 — Frederick  Gaudett,  Somersworth. 
Local  Union  1141 — Wilfred  Beaudry,  Suncook. 
Local  Union  2004 — Lionell  Brosseau,  Suncook. 
Local  Union  2004 — Arthur  Grenier,  Suncook. 
Local  Union  2004 — Emil  Savaria,  Suncook. 
Local  Union  1186 — Joseph  F.  Leary,  Tilton. 
Local  Union  1186 — Charles  Smith,  Tilton. 
Local  Union  793 — Joseph  O.  Weed,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  793 — James  Van  Vliet,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  793 — Hector  Bishop,  Manchester. 
Local  Union  793 — William  T.  Thompson,  Manchester. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

Local  Union  881 — James  Ennis,  Jersey  City. 
Local  Union  1299— Harry  Elliott,  Millville. 
Local  Union  1299 — Humphrey  Saxton,  Millville. 
Local  Union  439 — George  Hayes,  Paterson. 
Local  Union  439 — Alexander  Smith,  Paterson. 
Local  Union  678 — James  Starr,  Paterson. 
Local  Union  678 — Charles  Broe,  Paterson. 
Local  Union  678 — ^James  Grey,  Paterson. 
Local  Union  678 — Cornelius  Vanderavte,  Paterson. 
Local  Union  988 — Martha  Overacker,  Paterson. 
Local  Union  988 — Ellen  G.  Ritchie,  Paterson. 
Local  Union  1380 — Emil  Webber,  Paterson. 
Local  Union  1380 — Arthur  Hopper,  Paterson. 
Local  Union  1380 — Bessie  Conningswood,  Paterson. 
Local  Union  1380 — Clara  Tillewan,  Paterson. 
Local  Union  1380 — Joe  Rose,  Paterson. 
Local  Union  1058 — Edward  Zuersher,  Paterson. 
Local  Union  1058 — William  H.  Walton,  Paterson. 
Local  Union  760 — Lewis  Ludwig,  Pompton  Lakes. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Local  Union  671 — Raymond  Dodd,  Willimantic. 
Local  Union  671 — Katherine  Kennedy,  Willimantic. 
Local  Union  1206 — Frank  W.  Kraus,  Willimantic. 
Local  Union  1240 — Margaret  Falvey,  \\'illimantic. 
Local  Union  1149 — Margaret  Bulger,  Willimantic. 
Local  Union  1149 — Annie  Sullivan,  Willimantic. 
Local  Union  1190 — Anna  A.  Hoey,  Willimantic.  ^ 
Local  Union  1258 — Margaret  Grady,  Willimantic. 
Local  Union  1283 — Eva  Wingartsman,  Willimantic. 
Local  Union  1439— ^Mildred  Pickett,  \\'illimantic. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

Local  Union  721 — Sara  A.  Conboy,  Roxbury. 
Local  Union  1197 — Joseph  Rollinger,  Housatonic. 
Local  Union  1123 — John  S.  Barrett,  Lawrence. 
Local  Union  26 — Annie  Reagan,  Lowell. 
Local  Union  26 — Thomas  Reagan,  Lowell. 
Local  Union  734 — John  Hanley,  Lowell. 
Local  Union  734 — Joseph  E.  Jemery,  Lowell. 
Local  Union  734 — Louis  J.  Cornelius,  Lowell. 
Local  Union  959 — Thomas  Davis,  Lowell. 
Local  LTnion  813 — ^Michael  Wegrzyn,  Lowell. 
Local  Union  931 — Frank  N.  Stimpson,  Lowell. 
Local  Union  959 — George  V.  Allan,  Lowell. 
Local  Union  959 — Austin  Kennedy,  Lowell. 
Local  Union  1045— Walter  G.  Roche,  Lowell. 
Local  Union  1425 — Napoleon  Lebel,  Lowell. 
Local  Union  877 — Annie  McAnerny,  Ludlow. 
Local  Union  401 — George  H.  Waterhouse,  Maynard. 
Local  Union  771 — Francis  Johnston,  Maynard. 
Local  Union  947 — Thomas  Smith,  Maynard. 
Local  Union  1198 — Edward  Valadao,  New  Bedford. 
Local  Union  1057 — John  L.  Campos,  Fall  River. 
Local  Union  1057 — Frank  Benedies,  Fall  River. 

TENNESSEE. 

Local  Union  807— J.  R.  Oaks,  Knoxville. 
Local  Union  807— W.  C.  Smith,  Knoxville. 
Local  Union  807 — W.  T.  Yarberry,  Knoxville. 

GEORGIA. 

Local  Union  1124 — Lee  Carroll,  Columbus. 
Local  Union  1124 — Birdie  Tyson,  Columbus. 

KENTUCKY. 

Local  Union  1279 — C.  L.  Cecil,  Henderson. 

MARYLAND. 

Local  Union  1091 — Ethel  Gardner,  Lonaconing. 
Local  Union  1091 — Alexia  Smith,  Lonaconing. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Local  Union  1254 — M.  L.  Caloway,  Albermarle. 
Local  Union  1254 — R.  A.  Covington,  Albermarle. 
Local  Union  1226 — E.  L.  Chapman,  Charlotte. 
Local  Union  1226 — John  Golden,  Charlotte. 
Local  Union  1226 — B.  C.  Comer,  Charlotte. 
Local  Union  1226 — John  Dean,  Charlotte. 
Local  Union  1226— M.  H.  Grass,  Charlotte.  • 
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Local  Union  1222 — T..  M.  Barnhardt,  Concord. 
Local  Union  1222 — Mark  Edwards,  Concord. 
Local  Union  1222 — H.  W.  Lauglin,  Concord. 
Local  Union  1222 — ^J.  H.  Monroe,  Concord. 
Local  Union  1222 — J.  A.  Shinn,  Concord. 
Local  Union  1222 — Will  Walters,  Concord. 
Local  Union  1238 — ^O.  P.  Burgess,  Kannapolis. 
Local  Union  1238 — Mary  Kelleher,  Kannapolis. 
Local  LTnion  1238 — Otis  A.  Minton,  Kannapolis. 
Local  ITnion  1238 — Playto  Walker,  Kannapolis. 
Local  Union  1238 — W.  G.  Walter,  Kannapolis. 
Local  Union  1341 — Frank  A.  Meleady,  Lowell. 
Local  Union  1221 — B.  R.  Towell,  Mooresville. 
Local  LTnion  1221 — H.  G.  Newton,  Mooresville. 
Local  Union  1216— A.  E.  Harwell,  N.  Charlotte. 
Local  Union  1216— R.  T.  Honeycutt,  N.  Charlotte. 
Local  Union  1216— A.  B.  Hope,  N.  Charlotte. 
Local  Union  1216— W.  A.  Parker,  N.  Charlotte. 
Local  Union  1216 — W.  J.  Stikeleather,  N.  Charlotte. 
Local  Union  1274 — M.  A.  Hinson,  Paw  Creek. 

VERMONT. 

Local  Union  1183 — Moses  F.  Cavanaugh,  Bennington 
Local  Union  1183 — Charles  Sansville,  Bennington. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Local  Union  1430— W.  M.  Harris,  Gaffney. 

Local  Union  1233 — Edward  O'Connor,  Rock  Hill. 

Local  Union  1233 — Edward  F.  Callaghan,  Rock  Hill. 

Local  Union  1233— L.  G.  Nunn,  Rock  Hill. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Local-  Union  486 — John  H.  Powers,  Pawtucket. 

Local  Union  486 — Edward  E.  Delaney,  Pawtucket. 

Local  LTnion  503 — Harry  Newton,  Pawtucket. 

Local  Union  60^1 — Joseph  Singleton,  Pawtucket. 

Local  Union  799 — Lawrence  J.  Bennett,  Pawtucket. 

Local  Union  1278 — Harry  Eatough,  Pawtucket. 

Local  Union  1406 — Thomas  J.  Clancy,  Pawtucket. 

Local  Union  1406 — Frank  V.  Lincoln,  Pawtucket. 

Local  Union  505 — Thomas  F.  McMahon,  Providence. 

Local  Union  505 — ^William  Gettey,  Providence. 

Local  Union  574 — Edward  M.  Pierce,  Providence. 

Local  Union  1061 — Hugh  Brady,  Providence. 

Local  Union  1061 — Edward  Farrell,  Providence. 

Local  Union  1232 — J.  E.  Garrity,  Providence. 

Local  Union  1230 — Arthur  Noulte,  \\^oonsocket. 

Local  Union  1230 — Edward  Berard,  Woonsocket. 

Local  LTnion  1401 — Patrick  J.  Cox,  Woonsocket. 
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CANADA. 

Local  Union  2000 — Estelle  Darling,  Almonte. 
Local  Union  1382 — Thomas  Flanigan,  Cornwall. 
Local  Union  1382 — John  Thomas,  Cornwall. 
Local  Union  1394— H.  S.  Smith,  Milltown. 
Local  Union  1394 — J.  E.  Enright,  Milltown.  . 
Local  Union  1394 — Michael  Purcell,  Milltown. 
Local  Union  1112— Frank  Walter,  Montreal. 
Local  Union  2003 — Oscar  Nantel,  Montreal. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Local  Union  25 — ^George  Creech,  Philadelphia. 

Local  Union  25 — Samuel  Greer,  Philadelphia. 

Local  Union  25 — Tobias  Hall,  Philadelphia. 

Local  Union  25 — Matthew  MacFarlane,  Philadelphia. 

Local  Union  696 — Horace  Wilkinson,  Philadelphia. 

Local  Union  696 — William  Nixon,  Philadelphia. 

Local  Union  702— Arthur  McDonnell,  Philadelphia. 

Local  Union  702 — Luke  Blair,  Philadelphia. 

Local  Union  702 — Daniel  O'Donnell,  Philadelphia. 

Local  Union  702 — Samuel  West,  Philadelphia. 

Local  Union  702 — John  F.  Whalen,  Philadelphia. 

Local  Union  702 — James  Wolstenholme,  Philadelphia. 

Local  Union  706 — Gustave  Geiges,  Philadelphia. 

Local  Union  706 — Frank  McKosky,  Philadelphia. 

Local  Union  706 — lEllis  Stanney,  Philadelphia. 

Local  Union  726 — William  J.  Taylor,  Philadelphia. 

Local  Union  825 — Harold  Beardsley,  Philadelphia. 

Local  Union  825 — ;James  T.  Boylan,  Philadelphia. 

Local  Union  825 — Harry  Bradley,  Philadelphia. 

Local  Union  825— Daniel  Gehan,  Philadelphia. 

Local  Union  825 — John  McKeown,  Philadelphia. 

Local  Union  825 — Thomas  E.  Reilly,  Philadelphia. 

Local  Union  1016 — Simeon  Howard,  Philadelphia. 

Local  Union  1016 — Thomas  J.  Keoshan,  Philadelphia. 

Local  Union  2013 — William  Deigan,  Philadelphia. 

Local  Union  2013 — Charles  Kelly,  Philadelphia. 

Local  Union  2013 — y\lfred  Kenny,  Philadelphia. 

Local  Union  2013 — John  A.  Lyons,  Philadelphia. 

Local  Union  2013 — Floyd  Tyson,  Philadelphia. 

Load  Union  949 — William  Johnson,  Philadelpliia. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  Mavme  McGoldkick,  Chairman. 
John  A.  Wanles.s, 
Frank  W.  Kraus,  Secretary. 
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President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  partial  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Credentials,  what  is  the  pleasure  of  this 
convention  ? 

Delegate  Powers  (Local  486,  Pawtucket)  :  T  move  that  the 
report  be  received. 

Delegate  Foster  (Local  552,  Cohoes)  :    I  second  the  motion. 

Adopted. 

Delegate  Kraus  (Local  1206,  Willimantic),  Secretary  of  the 
Committee  on  Credentials:  There  is  a  delegation  that  has  come 
before  the  Committee  and  given  a  verbal  report  in  regard  to  their 
per  capita  tax.  We  recommend  that  they  be  seated  ;  the  following 
delegates : 

Fall  River,  Mass.,  Local  1057 — ^John  L.  Campos. 
Fall  River,  Mass.,  Local  1057 — Frank  Benedies. 

The  reason  given  by  the  delegates  was  that  due  to  the  strike 
they  were  behind  in  their  per  capita.  It  was  a  reasonable  excuse 
and  it  was  accepted  by  the  Committee  and  we  recommend  that 
those  delegates  be  seated. 

Delegate  Jemery  (Local  734,  Lowell)  :  I  move  that  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  be  accepted  and  that  these 
two  delegates  be  seated. 

Delegate  Harbor  (Local  1131,  Manchester)  :  I  second  the 
motion. 

Adopted. 

Delegate  Kraus  (Local  1206,  Willimantic),  Secretary  of  the 
Credentials  Committee:    I  have  been  reminded  here  of  a  correc 
tion  and  that  is  as  to  Rock  Hill,  South  Carolina  ;  Brother  L.  E 
Lackadue,  of  Local  1380,  is  not  here.    That  local  is  not  rep 
resented. 

President  Golden  :  Why  is  that  local  not  represented  ?  Do 
you  know? 

Delegate  Kraus  (Local  1206,  Willimnatic),  Secretary  of  the 
Committee  on  Credentials :    No,  sir. 

Delegate  Nunn  (Local  1233,  Rock  Hill)  :    Locals  1380  and 
1233  transact  their  business  together  and  have  one  treasurer 
Local  1233  represents  both  locals.    The  delegates  from  1233  are 
the  only  representatives  and  they  are  already  there. 

President  Golden  :  I  have  been  just  reminded  and  it  is  a 
very  good  reminder,  that  you  have  all  now  got  seated  and  in  con 
vention,  and  people  in  conventions  after  they  get  once  seated 
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and  get  their  places  they  generally  feel  that  they  have  some  little 
ownership  on  the  place,  and  I  would  advise  the  delegates  that 
now  they  have  got  seated  that  they  sit  in  their  particular  places 
throughout  the  convention.  It  stops  a  lot  of  confusion.  Do  not 
be  sitting  here  one  session  and  then  over  there  another  session 
and  over  there  another  session.  I  would  advise  that  the  dele- 
gates, now  that  they  have  chosen  their  places,  that  they  keep  that 
place  throughout  the  convention  session  as  it  will  avoid  a  lot  of 
confusion.  I  have  a  resolution  here  signed  by  six  of  the  mem- 
bers and  I  think  I  can  say  now — if  you  will  allow  me  to  read 
the  resolution — it  is  a  little  unusual  but  it  is  an  unusual  situation 
and  one  that  has  not  come  up  in  my  knowledge  before  a  conven- 
tion before.  If  you  will  allow  me  to  read  the  resolution  or  allow 
the  Secretary  to  read  it,  then  you  can  judge  whether  what  I  say 
is  proper  and  I  think  that  the  convention  will  have  no  objection  to 
acting  on  the  resolution  after  the  Secretary  has  read  it.  If  there 
is  no  objection — we  have  a  short  resolution — I  would  like  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  read  it. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury).  Reading: 

Manchester,  N.  H.,  October  4th,  1920. 

To  the  Members  Assembled  at  the  Tzventieth  Annual  Convention 
of  the  U.  T.  W.  of  A. 

Whereas:  We  have  a  loyal  member  in  the  name  of  William 
Maxwell  of  Local  1006,  Paterson,  New  Jersey,  in  the  General 
Hospital  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  seriously  ill ;  and 

Whereas  :  We  know  he  regrets  his  inability  to  be  present  with 
us;  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  instruct  our  International  Sec- 
retary, Mrs.  Sara  A.  Conboy,  to  convey  to  him  by  letter  our  sin- 
cere sympathy  in  this  his  hour  of  afflliction  and  send  some  flowers 
as  well  as  a  letter. 

(Signed)  Cornelius  Vandewater,  Local  678. 
George  Hayes,  Local  439. 
Joseph  Rose,  Local  1380. 
Arthur  Hopper,  Local  1380. 
William  H.  Walton,  Local  1058. 
Martha  Overacker,  Local  988. 

Delegate  Starr  (Local  678,  Paterson)  :  I  move  you  that  the 
resolution  be  adopted. 

The  motion  was  second-ed  and  adopted. 

Delegate  Powers  (Local  486,  Pawtucket)  :  And  in  addition 
to  that  we  also  send  him  some  flowers. 
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President  Golden:  You  add  that  to  the  motion  of  Delegate 
Starr? 

President  Golden:  I  want  to  make  some  httle  explanation  as 
to  the  first  committee  appointed.  A  few  years  ag^o  the  convention 
decided  to  strike  out  one  of  the  committees :  that  was  the  Com- 
mittee on  Rules  of  Order  and  combine  its  duties  with  the  Law 
Committee. 

Our  conventions  now  are  getting  pretty  large  and  the  Execu- 
tive Council  have  decided  that  it  is  better  to  go  back  to  the  old 
system  and  appoint  a  Committee  on  Rules  of  Order  of  P)Usine55 
upon  which  the  convention  shall  be  conducted.  Of  course  they 
will  report  at  the  opening  session  of  the  convention  or  later  on 
in  the  next  session  because  we  have  got  to  give  them  a  little  time 
to  work  and  draw  up  rules  and  order  of  business  according  to 
our  constitution  for  the  conducting  of  this  convention.  I  have 
appointed  on  that  Committee : 

Matthew  MacFarlane,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

James  Gray,  Paterson,  N.  J. 

Thomas  Smith,  Maynard,  Mass. 

Ellis  Stanney,  Philadelphia,  Local  706. 

Birdie  Tyson,  Columbus,  Ga. 

The  first  name  on  all  the  Committees  is  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee. Delegate  MacFarlane  will  please  get  this  list  and  get 
busy  some  time  between  now  and  the  next  session  to  bring  in 
the  Committee's  Report. 

Delegate  Starr  (Local  678,  Paterson)  :  There  are  a  number 
of  delegates  in  this  convention  whose  wives  would  not  let  them 
come  alone  so  they  have  come  along  too.  They  have  been  standing 
by  them  the  last  couple  of  days  and  I  see  this  morning  that  they 
are  not  willing  to  let  them  come  to  the  convention  by  themselves. 
I  see  that  they  are  assembled  amongst  the  delegates.'  So  I  would 
move  you  that  the  wives  of  the  delegates  who  are  here  be  seated 
in  the  convention  by  a  viva  voce  vote. 

The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopte.d. 

Delegates:  Question. 

President  Golden:  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  signify 
by  saying  "aye".  Contrary  minded  "no".  The  motion  is  carried 
unanimously  and  so  ordered. 

President  Golden  :  I  want  you  to  understand  that  the  first 
name  called  off  is  the  Chairman  of  each  Committee  and  that 
they  appoint  their  own  secretary.  The  Committee  on  President's 
Report  is  as  follows : 

John  Powers,  Pawtucket,  R.  L 
William  Kenny,  Cohoes,  N,  Y, 
Harry  Wilpers,  Sidney,  N.  Y. 
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James  Wolstenholme,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
George  Hayes,  Paterson,  N.  J. 

Committee  on  Secretary-Treasurer's  Report: 

James  Starr,  Paterson,  N.  J. 
Joseph  Jemery,  Lowell,  Mass. 
Margaret  Laeker,  Cohoes,  N.  Y. 
Napoleon  Turgeon,  Manchester,  N.  H. 
E.  L.  Chapman,  Charlotte,  N.  C. 

Committee  on  Executive  Council's  Report: 

Joseph  R.  White,  Cohoes,  N.  Y. 
Gustave  Geiges,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Emil  Webber,  Paterson,  N.  J. 
James  F.  Boylan,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Harry  Eatough,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

Committee  on  Resolutions  : 

George  Creech,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Lewis  Ludwig,  Pompton  Lakes,  N.  J. 
Francis  J.  Gorman,  Providence,  R.  L 
Walter  G.  Roche,  Lowell,  Mass. 
Daniel  O'Donnell,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Committee  on  Law: 

Frank  McKosky,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Edward  E.  Delaney,  Pawtucket,  R.  L 
W.  A.  Parker,  North  Charlotte,  N.  C. 
Alexander  Smith,  Paterson,  N.  J. 
Edward  O'Connor,  Rock  Hill,  S.  C. 

Committee  on  Grievance: 

Thomas  S.  McMahon,  Providence,  R.  i. 
Horace  A.  R?viere.  Manchester,  N.  H. 
Samuel  Greer,  Philadelphia. 
Cornelius  Vandervate,  Paterson,  N.  J. 
Mary  Kellsher,  Kannapolis,  N.  C. 
Horace  D.  Wilkinson,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Committee  on  Organization: 

Arthur  McDonnell,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Yvonne  Harbor,  Manchester,  N.  H. 
James  Devery,  Cohoes,  N.  Y. 
W.  G.  Walter,  Kannapolis,  N.  C. 
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Committee  on  Legislation: 

Tobias  Hall,  Philadelphia,  Pn. 
Charles  Sansville,  Bennington.  At. 
Nora  Tower,  Cohoes.  N.  V. 
Catherine  Kennedy,  Williniantic,  Conn. 
Patrick  Cooey.  Cohoes,  X.  Y. 

Committee  on  Labels: 

Frank  N.  Stimpson,  Lowell  (appointed  later). 
Harold  Reardsley,  T'hiladelphia,  Pa. 
H.  W.  Laughlin,' Concord,  N.  C. 
William  H.  Walton,  Paterson,  N.  J. 
Nelson  Stacy,  Lebanon,  N.  H. 
LIumphrey  Saxton,  Millville,  N.  J. 

Delegate  Beardsley  (Local  825,  Philadelphia)  :  T  wonld  like 
to  be  excused  from  that  Committee  please. 

President  Golden  :  I  will  ask  the  convention  to  leave  that  one 
in  abeyance  and  I  will  fill  the  Committee  up  later  on;  that  is,  the 
Committee  on  Labels, 

That  concludes  the  hst  of  committees. 

Joseph  Weed  of  Manchester  is  appointed  Sergeant-at-Arms 
and  Andrew  Boyle  of  Manchester  is  appointed  as  messenger. 

Delegate  Hanley  (Local  734,  Lowell)  :  I  move  that  the 
Publicity  Committee  consist  of  the  President,  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer  and  the  First  Vice-President  of  this  International 
Organization. 

Delegate  Jemery  (Local  7.34,  Lowell)  :  I  second  the  motion. 
Motion  adopted. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  The  Badge  that 
has  been  designed  for  this  convention  is  to  my  mind  a  very  pretty 
one  and  a  very  appropriate  one.  It  bears  on  the  top  of  it  the  seal 
of  the  City  of  Manchester  and  the  seal  of  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire.  On  both  sides  is  the  face  of  *'The  Old  Man  of  the 
Mountain,"  which  is  very  well  known  throughout  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire  as  one  of  the  White  Mountains.  The  design 
was  furnished  by  a  former  resident  of  Manchester  who  feels  quite 
proud  of  his  badge. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  I  move  you 
that  the  wives  of  the  delegates  and  the  sweethearts  be  presented 
with  the  badges  also. 

Delegate  O'Connor  (Local  1233,  Rock  Hill)  :  I  second  the 
motion.    Motion  adopted. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  72 L  Roxbury)  :  As  I  call  out  the 
names  the  delegates  will  please  come  forward. 
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Delegate  Flemming:  I  wish  to  say  that  the  Amoskeag  Tex- 
tile Club  have  got  a  fine  club  room  down  here  at  the  City  Hall, 
which  is  right  down  below  the  corner  here  and  it  is  open  from 
12  o'clock  noon  until  11  o'clock  at  night.  There  is  a  man  there 
in  attendance  and  there  are  daily  papers  and  magazines,  a  pool 
table,  a  billiard  table,  bowling  alleys  downstairs  for  the  men  and 
women,  and  it  is  open  to  the  delegates  the  same  as  members 
during  their  stay  in  Manchester. 

Another  thing  I  want  to  say  is  that  this  afternoon  we  will  go 
through  the  Amoskeag  Mills  of  the  Amoskeag  Corporation.  I 
know  there  are  lots  of  delegates  that  want  to  see  the  mills.  The 
Amoskeag  have  a  special  badge  for  every  delegate  to  wear  and 
we  will  meet  here  this  afternoon  at  2  o'clock.  We  have  got  to  go 
in  companies  of  twenty-five,  a  captain  over  each  company.  The 
Amoskeag  people  explained  it  was  due  to  the  fact  that  there  were 
so  many  trucks  going  through  the  yards  and  through  the  mills 
and  it  is  necessary  that  only  twenty-five  are  in  a  party  at  a  time 
so  that  not  over  twenty-five  will  be  in  the  different  sections  of  the 
mill  at  the  same  time.  We  can  all  go  at  once  but  in  companies  of 
twenty-five,  and  in  that  way  go  in  different  sections.  In  that  way 
there  will  be  no  confusion.  We  will  meet  here.  Anybody  that 
wants  to  see  the  mills  they  can  go  through  the  worsted  section 
or  the  other  departments  and  so  on,  meeting  here  at  two  o'clock. 

Tomorrow  evening  we  have  engaged  seats  for  the  Palace  Thea- 
tre across  the  street.  We  have  a  special  show,  one  of  the  best 
shows  that  was  ever  in  Manchester,  in  that  theatre  engaged  for 
to-morrow  night  for  a  special  show.  You  want  to  be  there  at 
seven  o'clock.  It  will  be  necessary  to  be  there  at  seven.  Wed- 
nesday afternoon  we  will  have  seventy-five  automobiles  to  con- 
vey all  the  delegates — if  there  are  any  more  w€  will  have  them, 
out  at  the  door  here  at  quarter  before  three  or  at  three  o'clock. 
We  want  the  delegates  to  be  here  at  three  o'clock  to  take  the 
automobiles  for  a  sightseeing  trip  throughout  the  city. 

In  the  evening  in  this  hall  at  eight  o'clock  we  are  going  to  have 
a  banquet.  After  the  banquet  is  over  we  are  going  to  have  an 
entertainment — singers  and  dancers  and  some  other  amusements 
that  will  keep  you  going  a  little  while.  (Laughter.)  Thursday 
evening  we  have  engaged  the  theatre — the  Park  Theatre — for 
another  special  show  that  will  be  at  quarter  past  eight.  We  will 
meet  also  in  the  City  Hall  and  march  up  to  the  theatre  in  a  body. 

Friday  evening  we  have  kept  open  for  any  special  session  to 
finish  up  any  business,  but  if  we  do  not  have  one,  we  will  have 
something  else  to  put  on.   We  will  announce  that  here  later. 

During  the  convention  there  is  a  Committee  of  Ladies  and 
Men  here  who  will  wait  on  you  at  all  times.  They  are  here  to 
wait  on  you  specially  and  if  any  of  you  ladies  want  lady  waiters 
or  men  to  help  you  out  they  will  be  here  so  that  you  can  call 
on  them  at  any  time. 

Delegate  Kraus  (Local  1206,  Willimantic),  Secretary  of  the 
Committee  on  Credentials,  re])orting  for  said  Committee:  The 


UNITED  TEXTILE  WORKERS  OF  AMERICA  19 

Committee  wishes  me  to  announce  that  the  Credentials  Commit- 
tee will  meet  every  morning  at  nine  o'clock  until  Wednesday 
morning  in  the  ante-room. 

Delegate  MacFarlane  (Local  25,  Philadelphia,  Pa.),  Secre- 
tary on  Committee  of  Rules  and  Order  of  Business:  We  are 
ready  to  make  a  report.   We  wish  to  submit  the  following: 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  RULES 
AND  ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  The  Twentieth  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 

We,  the  Committee  on  Rules  of  Order,  submit  the  following: 

We  recommend  that  this  convention  hold  one  session  each  day, 
opening  at  9  A.  M.  and  closing  at  2  P.  M. 

We  also  submit :  Instead  of  the  regular  roll  calling  each  morn- 
ing that  the  Chairman  or  Chairwoman  answer  to  the  number  of 
local  union  and  to  the  number  of  delegates  present. 

We  agree  on  Sections  from  1  to  11,  Article  32,  in  order  to 
expedite  business. 

We  recommend  that  all  resolutions  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
Committee  previous  to  the  closing  session  Tuesday. 

The  sections  referred  to  are  in  the  rule  book  and  we  did  not 
have  time  to  write  it  down. 

(Signed)  Matthew  MacFarlane, 
Birdie  Tyson, 
James  Gray, 
Thomas  Smith, 
Ellis  Stanney. 

President  Golden  :  I  advise  that  in  order  to  refresh  the 
memory  of  the  delegates  that  we  ask  the  Secretary-Treasurer  to 
read  the  rules  included  in  this  report  as  taken  from  the  convention. 

President  Golden  :  So  the  Secretary  will  read  off  what  is  to 
be  included  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Rules  and  Order  of 
Business. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury )  :  (Reading.)  This 
is  Article  32. 

1.  At  the  appointed  time  the  Chairman  should  call  the  meeting 
to  order. 

2.  During  the  hours  of  the  meeting  no  delegate  will  be  allowed 
to  leave  the  room  except  on  special  business. 
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3.  ^  Every  delegate,  when  he  rises  to  speak,  shall  address  the 
Chair,  and  while  speaking  he  shall  confine  himself  to  the  questioih 

4.  Should  two  or  more  rise  to  speak  at  the  same  time,  the  Chair 
should  decide  who  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

5.  No  delegate  shall  interrupt  another  in  his  remarks  unless 
to  call  him  to  order  for  words  spoken  or  for  the  purpose  of 
explanation. 

6.  If  a  delegate,  while  speaking,  be  called  to  order,  he  shall, 
at  the  request  of  the  Chair,  take  his  seat  until  the  question  of 
order  is  determined,  when,  if  permitted,  he  may  proceed  again. 

7.  A  delegate  shall  not  speak  more  than  once  on  the  same  sub- 
ject or  question  until  all  who  wish  to  speak  shall  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  do  so,  nor  more  than  twice  without  permission  from  the 
meeting  for  longer  than  five  (5)  minutes  at  one  time,  except 
the  mover  of  a  motion,  who  shall  be  allowed  ten  minutes  to  reply. 

8.  A  question  shall  not  be  subject  to  debate  until  it  has  been 
seconded  and  stated  from  the  Chair,  and  it  shall  be  reduced  to 
writing  at  the  request  of  any  member. 

9.  When  the  question  is  before  the  house  no  motion  shall  be 
in  order,  except  to  adjourn;  to  lay  on  the  table;  for  the  previous 
question ;  close  debate ;  postpone  definitely  ;  postpone  indefinitely ; 
commit  or  re-commit;  to  amend  which  motions  shall  severally 
have  precedence  in  the  order  therein  arranged,  no  debate  being 
allowed  on  the  first  four. 

10.  On  the  call  of  fifteen  (15)  delegates  debate  shall  cease  and 
a  vote  be  taken  on  the  motion  of  question  under  debate. 

11.  A  motion  for  reconsideration  shall  not  be  received  unless 
made  in  the  same  session  by  a  delegate  voting  in  the  majority. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  move  that  the 
recommendations  be  adopted  as  a  whole. 

Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 

Convention  adjourned  at  1 :30  P.  M. 
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SECOND  SESSION. 


Tuesday  Morning,  October  5tli,  1920. 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  by  President  Cjolden  at 
9  o'clock  A.  M. 

Secretary  Con  bo  y  called  the  roll,  all  delegates  present. 

Delegate  Kraus  (Local  1206,  Willimantic )  (Secretary  of  the 
Committee  on  Credentials)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  still  twenty- 
five  duplicates  with  no  originals. 

The  following  are  the  delegates  that  have  not  turned  their 
originals  in  as  yet  and  we  would  like  to  have  them  in  before  the 
session  convenes : 

Jonah  Thomas,  Albermarle,  North  Carolina. 
J.  P.  Chandler,  Albemarle,  North  Carolina. 

President  Golden  :  If  they  do  not  deposit  their  original  cre- 
dentials or  state  the  reason  why,  they  cannot  sit  in  this  conven- 
tion. That  is  the  law.  These  are  the  names  that  have  not  turned 
in  their  original  credentials. 

Delegate  Kraus  (Local  1206,  Willimantic)  (Secretary  of 
Committee  on  Credentials  continuing  report)  : 

George  Corriher,  Concord,  North  Carolina. 
J.  J.  McLaurin,  Concord,  North  Carolina. 
D.  D.  McPhatter,  Concord,  North  Carolina. 
C.  B.  Price,  Concord,  North  Carolina. 
L.  E.  Reid. 

A.  E.  Sain,  Cooleemee,  North  Carolina. 

A.  H.  Bryan,  Kannapolis,  North  Carolina. 

H.  C.  Dennis,  Kannapolis,  North  Carolina. 

R,  J.  Fink,  Kannapolis,  North  Carolina. 

M.  F.  Creach,  Wilmington,  North  Carolina. 

L.  E.  Lackidu,  Rock  Hill,  South  Carolina. 

Minnie  De  Fosser,  Dover,  New  Hampshire. 

Octave  Michaud,  Newmarket,  New  Hampshire. 

Horace  A.  Riviere,  Manchester,  N.  H. 

Thomas  J.  Keoshan.  ■;•  ;  :  •  :^jr;      vvj;:  -y, 

A  Delegate  :   He  won't  be  here. 

Anthony  Knutelski,  New  York  Mills. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721  Roxbury,  ]\Iass.)  :  He  has  not 
come  in  yet  but  he  will  be  here  this  morning.. 

Delegate  Kraus  (Local  1206,  Willimantic)  (Secretary  of  the 
Committee  on  Credentials)  : 

Waltney  Marity. 


22  TWENTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  That  is  the  New 
York  Mills.    He  will  be  in  this  morning. 

Delegate  Kraus  (Local  1206,  Willimantic)  (Secretary  of  the 
Committee  on  Credentials)  : 

Francis  Gorman,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  He  will  be  in  this 
morning. 

Delegate  Kraus  (Local  1206,  Willimantic)  (Secretary  of  the 
Committee  on  Credentials)  : 

Thomas  Dorris  of  Local  959,  Lowell,  Mass. 
Mariana  Mederios,  East  Taunton,  Mass. 
Thomas  Camp,  Millville,  New  Jersey. 
Oscar  Nantel  of  Montreal,  Canada. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721.  Roxbury)  :  They  are  not  in 
yet  but  will  be  in  today. 

Delegate  Kraus  (Local  1206,  Willimantic)  (Secretary  of  the 
Committee  on  Credentials)  : 

John  Baker. 

President  Golden  :  The  Secretary  has  something  that  she 
yvishes  to  read. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  I  received  this 
telegram  last  night: 

"Knoxville,  Tenn.,  October  4th. 

Sara  A.  Conboy, 

New  Manchester  House. 

The  officers  and  members  of  Local  Union  807,  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
cordially  invite  the  next  annual  convention  to  Knoxville,  Tenn.. 
in  1921. 

(Signed)  M.  H.  Styles,  R.  S.  Local  Union  807." 
f  Prolonged  applause.) 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  I  also  received 
this  communication  addressed  to  me  at  the  New  Manchester 
House : 

"Lewiston,  Me. 

"Mrs.  Sara  A.  Conboy,  Secretary-Treasurer, 

"United  Textile  Workers,  Manchester,  N.  H. 

"Dear  Sister: 

"I  regret  being  unable  to  accept  your  kind  invitation  to  spe^ik 
at  your  Convention.  I  am  busy  here  in  the  interests  of  the  Build- 
ing Trades,  v'l  "■■M:  r^>;!  :;o  . 
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"Hope  that  the  deliberations  of  your  Convention  will  be  har- 
monious and  that  the  result  will  be  not  only  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  Textile  Workers,  but  also  for  the  cause  of  the  workers 
generally. 

"Wishing  your  Organization  success  in  the  coming  year,  T  am 
with  best  wishes, 

"Fraternally  yours, 

"(Signed)    John  J.  CoyxNe." 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  He  was  to  be  one 
of  the  speakers  yesterday. 

President  Golden  :  There  was  a  typographical  error  in  the 
compiling  of  the  Committees.  On  the  Committee  on  Grievance 
the  name  of  Mary  Kelleher,  Local  1238,  Kannapolis,  got  into  that 
list  when  the  original  list  contained  the  name  of  Horace  Wilkin- 
son. I  have  explained  matters  to  Delegate  Kelleher  and  it  is 
perfectly  satisfactory  to  her,  so  that  Horace  D.  Wilkinson  will 
be  included  on  the  Committee  on  Grievance. 

The  Committee  on  Labels  is  now  complete  and  Frank  N. 
Stimpson  of  Lowell  will  take  the  place  of  Chairmanship  of  that 
Committee.   The  Committee  is  now  as  follows : 

Frank  Stimpson,  Lowell,  Chairman. 
H.  W.  Laughlin,  Concord,  N.  H. 
William  Walton,  Paterson,  N.  J. 
Nelson  Stacy,  Lebanon,  N.  H. 
Humphrey  Saxton,  Millville,  N.  J. 

Delegate  Kelly  (Local  1137,  Manchester  )  :  If  it  would  be 
in  order  I  would  move  you  that  the  delegates  not  presenting  labels 
will  be  seated  in  the  Convention.  Now  I  make  this  motion  not 
because  I  have  not  got  labels — have  eight  labels  myself,  but  as 
you  have  made  the  statement  in  regard  to  the  people  living  in  the 
places  where  they  cannot  secure  those  labels,  I  would  so  move. 
I  have  seen  the  delegates  going  up  and  down  the  Main  street 
looking  for  labels  wherever  they  could  buy  the  labels. 

I  make  this  motion  in  good  faith  that  every  Brother,  that  every 
delegate  presenting  himself  to  the  Credentials  Committee  with 
a  credential,  that  he  be  seated. 

Delegate  Kenny  (Local  2013,  Philadelphia)  :  I  second  the 
motion. 

Delegate  Edwards  (Local  1222,  Concord,  N.  C.)  :  Speaking 
on  the  label  question,  we  can  get  hats  and  shoes  and  some  places  a 
suit  of  clothes  at  the  present  time.  We  can  get  any  kind  of  a 
suit  in  that  town  and  they  will  put  the  label  on  it  in  the  town. 
They  have  lots  of  labels.  I  do  not  know  where  they  get'  them. 
They  will  put  the  labels  on  anything  that  we  want.  We  have 
what  we  call  a  Label  Committee  there  trying  to  get  merchants 
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to  handle  Union  Label  stuff.  I  find  that  we  can  get  more  laEels 
there  than  in  Manchester. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  I  move  to 
amend,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  motion  that  the  Label  Committee  use 
their  discretion  and  make  a  report  here  to  the  Convention  to- 
morrow. 

Motion  seconded. 

Delegates  Wilkinson,  Gorman,  Heron,  Zemery,  Edwards, 
Thomas  and  Van  Vliet  also  spoke  on  the  question. 

President  Golden:  The  question  is  being  called  for.  All 
those  in  favor  of  the  amendment  will  signify  by  saying  ''aye." 
Contrary  minded  ''no."  It  is  a  unanimous  vote.  The  amend- 
ment is  carried.  The  Label  Committee  will  get  busy  as  soon  as 
they  like. 

President  Golden  :  There  is  a  movement  on  foot  that  is 
gaining  great  headway  called  the  movement  of  The  Friends  of 
Freedom  for  India.  India  is  determined  upon  self-determination 
as  provided  for  in  the  League  of  Nations.  She  has  determined 
to  free  herself  from  British  Rule.  It  is  another  case  along  some- 
what similar  lines  as  the  fight  for  Irish  Freedom. 

The  American  Federation  of  Labor  in  its  last  convention,  and 
all  International  Unions  that  have  held  conventions  since  that 
time,  have  endorsed  that  movement. 

Delegate  Roche  (Local  1045,  Lowell)  :  I  move  that  the 
gentleman  be  given  the  privilege  of  the  floor  for  ten  minutes. 

Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 

President  Golden  :  Is  there  any  delegate  whose  name  has 
not  been  called?    If  not  we  will  proceed. 

I  have  now  great  pleasure  in  introducing  to  you  Taraknath  Das, 
Executive  Secretary  of  the  Friends  of  Freedom  for  India. 

Brother  Das  made  a  splendid  address,  and  was  accorded  a  rising 
vote  of  thanks. 

President  Golden  :  Just  a  moment,  I  want  to  assure  our 
delegates  from  Canada  that  there  is  no  intent  on  the  part  of  this 
convention  to  do  anything,  to  allow  anything  to  be  done  or  to 
allow  anything  to  be  said  of  a  treasonable  character,  but  it  is  the 
intent  of  this  convention  to  give  those  accredited  representatives 
of  any  country  an  opportunity  to  tell  us  what  they  know  of  the 
conditions  in  that  country  which  they  represent. 

We  have  no  intention  of  interfering  with  the  laws  or  with  the 
movements  of  any  country  that  is  in  a  fight  for  independence.  We 
allow  them  the  right  to  make  their  own  fight,  but  the  labor  move- 
ment of  America  wants  to  know  the  truth.    We  can  never  know 
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the  truth  unless  we  hear  the  representatives  of  hoth  sides  and 
our  conventions  in  our  American  Labor  Movement  are  open  to 
the  representatives  of  both  sides  in  any  struggle  for  freedom.  We 
will  listen  to  them  and  then  we  will  form  our  own  opinions  and 
act  accordingly.  We  will  not  allow  the  delegates  from  our  own 
country  or  any  other  country  to  curb  their  statements  or  to 
attempt  to  disallow  them  full  and  free  opportunity  to  tell  what 
they  know  from  their  standpoint.  If  it  is  not  true,  we  have  the 
means  of  finding  out  and  if  they  come  before  our  labor  move- 
ment and  tell  things  that  are  not  true,  they  will  not  get  the 
support  of  this  labor  movement.  But  if  they  come  before  us 
telling  the  truth,  telling  us  of  the  fight  that  they  are  making  for 
self-determination  and  the  fight  that  they  are  making  to  free 
themselves  from  the  shackles  of  any  country  in  the  whole  world, 
this  great  Republic  will  stand  by  them  to  the  last  ditch.  ("Pro- 
longed applause.) 

Delegate  McMahon  (Local  505,  Providence)  :  I  desire  to 
make  a  motion  at  this  time,  and  before  making  the  motion  I  wish 
to  state  that  being  present  at  the  Montreal  convention  and  also 
at  several  other  conventions  of  the  American  Federation  of  La- 
bor, I  had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  feelings  of  the  people, 
not  along  national  lines,  but  according  to  principle,  and  the  whole 
relative  matter  today  in  these  struggles  of  the  world  for  inde- 
pendence is — will  the  people  govern  or  will  autocracy  govern? 

I  desire  to  make  the  following  motion : 

"Declared:  That  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  ten- 
ders its  hearty  support  to  all  men  struggling  against  oppression, 
and  especially  to  the  men  of  India  who  for  years  have  sacrificed 
and  suffered  to  secure  the  right  of  self-government.  That  the 
example  of  the  people  of  France,  in  giving  recognition  and  aid 
to  the  Father  in  their  struggle  to  secure  the  independence  of  the 
colonies,  is  worthy  of  imit^ation,  and  we  hereby  call  upon  the 
President  and  Congress  to  recognize  the  belligerent  rights  of  the 
Indian  revolutionists." 

Delegate  Hayes  (Local  439,  Paterson)  :  Mr.  Chairman  and 
delegates  assembled,  I  am  neither  here  to  speak  for  the  Indian 
question  or  the  British  Empire.  I  was  born  in  this,  our  country. 
Regardless  of  what  labor  organization  you  will  belong  to,  there 
are  many  men  and  women,  many  different  beliefs,  different 
denominations  and  different  thoughts.  Now,  regardless  of  what 
organization  you  go  into,  you  will  find  that  that  organization  is 
more  or  less  of  one  idea  and  thought. 

Delegates  Darling,  Foster,  Flannigan,  ^^'alter,  Hares  and  Pur- 
cell  spoke  on  the  question. 

President  Golden  :  The  question  has  been  called  for.  All 
those  in  favor  of  the  motion  as  submitted  by  Delegate  McMahon, 
signify  by  saying  "aye."  Opposed  "no."  The  "ayes"  seem  to 
have  it.   The  "ayes  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 
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Delegate  Hayes  (Local  439,  Pater  son)  :  I  wish  to  be  record- 
ed as  voting  against  that. 

Delegate  Walton  (Local  1058,  Paterson) :  I  also  wish  to  be 
recorded  as  voting  against  it. 

President  Golden  :  We  cannot  take  the  individual  votes. 
You  joined  in  the  "no"  vote. 

Vice-President  McMahon:  The  convention  will  be  now  in 
order.    The  President  will  make  his  report: 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  PRESIDENT  GOLDEN. 

To  the  Delegates  of  the  Tzirentieth  Annua!  Convention  of  the 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  Greeting: 

Our  International  Union. 

During  the  current  year  our  International  Union  has  again  made 
remarkable  progress  both  in  the  increased  number  of  new  local 
unions  organized,  which  carry  with  it  a  vastly  increased  member- 
ship, and  its  many  splendid  achievements  in  securing  higher 
standard  of  wages  and  better  working  conditions.  Many  thous- 
ands of  textile  workers  not  yet  part  of  our  organization  have 
participated  in  these  achievements,  but  yet  persist  in  remaining 
on  the  outside,  greedily  grasping  the  beneficial  results  accruing 
from  our  economic  success,  either  from  being  too  narrow-minded 
and  selfish  to  join  our  forces  or  too  short-sighted  to  realize 
the  necessity  for  organization  and  solidarity  among  wage  workers. 
Many  of  this  class  of  workers  when  approached  in  regard  to 
organization  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  "Why  should  I  join  a 
union?  Why  should  I  pay  into  a  union?  Whatever  the  union 
gets  for  the  union  workers  I  get  it  also."  If  there  is  any  meaner 
or  more  selfish  spirit  than  this,  I  fail  to  understand  what  it 
could  be. 

I  am  gratified  to  note,  however,  there  is  an  awakening  spirit 
steadily  growing  among  the  unorganized  textile  workers  towards 
organization.  They  know  it  is  unfair  to  be  continually  benefiting 
from  the  struggles  and  at  times  the  sacrifices  that  have  to  be 
made  by  their  organized  brothers  and  sisters  in  order  to  bring 
about  higher  industrial  standards.  And  the  substantial  increase 
in  the  numerical  strength  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of 
America  bears  out  this  fact.  There  is  plenty  of  room,  however, 
for  further  awakening. 

Secession. 

Since  the  secession  of  a  number  of  our  non-progressive  craft 
unions  several  years  ago,  our  International  Union  has  been  practi- 
cally free  from  secession.  A  very  unnoticeable  few  of  our  local 
unions  have  seceded  within  the  last  few  years  either  from  the  fact 
that  we  would  not  permit  them  to  transgress  the  laws  of  our 
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organization  or  because  we  would  not  absorb  their  radical  ten- 
dencies. A  few  others  have  been  expelled  for  refusing  to  obey 
the  mandates  of  our  International  Union,  but  as  previously  stated, 
the  number  was  so  insignificant  that  it  is  scarcely  worthy  of  men- 
tion and  we  feel  we  are  better  off  without  this  radical  element. 
The  door  is  wide  open  for  them  to  come  back  to  our  organization 
when  they  are  prepared  to  guarantee  their  intention  of  living 
up  to  the  principles  of  trade  unionism  and  the  laws  of  our  Inter- 
national Union. 

AMAI.GAMATION    OF    UtnTITED    TeXTILE    WoRKERS    OF  AMERICA, 

National  Cotton  Mule  Spinners  and  Amalgamated 
Lace  Weavers. 

This  matter  has  been  finally  settled  once  and  for  all  by  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor.  At  its  last  convention  in  Montreal 
in  June  of  this  year,  it  will  be  remembered  that  the  delegates 
from  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  had  been  em- 
powered to  submit  a  resolution  leaving  the  whole  terms  of  amal- 
gamation in  the  hands  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
which  called  several  conferences  of  representatives  of  the  three 
organizations  involved,  in  an  effort  to  bring  about  an  agreement 
on  terms  of  amalgamation,  which  they  were  ready  to  submit.  The 
representatives  of  the  National  Cotton  Mulespinners  Association 
were  obdurate  on  one  point  that  they  would  not  submit  to  any 
terms  of  amalgamation  that  would  not  guarantee  them  the  right 
to  hold  and  retain  their  national  craft  union  charter  wnth  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor.  This  attitude  was  in  direct  defi- 
ance of  the  previous  mandate  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  voted  at  a  previous  convention  of  that  body  by  an  over- 
whelming vote  of  the  delegates  after  all  parties  involved  had 
been  given  a  full  and  fair  hearing,  first  before  the  Committee 
on  Jurisdiction  and  later  on  the  floor  of  the  convention.  The 
representatives  of  the  Amalgamated  Lace  Weavers  did  not  display 
such  a  stubborn  or  unreasonable  attitude,  nevertheless,  they  failed 
to  agree  to  any  terms  of  amalgamation  submitted  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor.  When  these 
representatives  submitted  their  report  to  the  Executive  Council  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  that  body  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing report  to  the  following  convention  held  in  Montreal  last 
June: 

"We  regret  to  report  that  although  we  extended  the  time  limit 
for  the  amalgamation  of  the  three  organizations  of  textile  workers 
and  used  our  best  efforts  to  bring  about  amalgamation,  we  were 
not  successful,  and  therefore  on  December  31st,  1919,  the  Spin- 
ners' International  Union  and  the  Chartered  Society  of  Amalga- 
mated Lace  Operatives  of  America,  having  refused  to  comply 
with  the  terms  of  amalgamation,  were  automatically  suspended." 

The  report  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  delegates  present 
with  the  result  that  the  National  Cotton  Mulespinners  Associa- 
tion and  the  Amalgamated  Lace  Weavers  are  no  longer  a  part  of 
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the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  and  cannot  again  become  affil- 
iated with  that  body  until  they  amalgamate  with  the  United 
Textile  Workers  of  America. 

A  few  of  the  representatives  of  the  National  Cotton  Mulespin- 
ners  Association  have  endeavored  to  befog  the  issue  by  directly 
misrepresenting  the  real  facts  in  the  case  to  their  own  member- 
ship, and  have  even  gone  so  far  as  to  charge  the  officers  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  with  unfair  tactics  and  dishonest 
purposes,  knowing  all  the  time  that  the  action  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  in  this  case  was  in  line  with  its  consistent 
policy  enunciated  years  ago,  namely,  "Large  as  this  country  is 
and  large  as  our  American  Labor  Movement  is  there  is  no  room 
for  two  organizations  in  the  one  industry.  To  divide  these 
workers  is  not  only  an  injury  to  themselves,  but  places  them  at 
the  mercy  of  the  solidly  organized  employers.  The  best  interest 
of  wage  workers  in  any  industry  is  to  be  solidly  organized  within 
their  industry,  and  as  such  affiliate  themselves  with  the  American 
Labor  Movement  as  represented  by  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor.  But  evidently  in  this  case  there  are  some  alleged  repre- 
sentatives of  organized  labor  who  set  themselves  up  as  being 
better  qualified  to  decide  these  issues  than  the  great  American 
Federation  of  Labor. 

Wild  Cat,  Radical  Labor  Unions. 

This  is  about  the  mildest  term  I  can  apply  to  one  or  two  or- 
ganizations parading  under  the  title  of  "United  So  and  So" 
Amalgamated  So  and  So,  and  Brotherhood  of  So  and  So,  that 
started  out  with  glaring  trumpets  a  few  short  years  ago  to  lead 
the  poor  down-trodden  textile  workers  out  of  the  wilderness  and 
into  the  millennium.  They  made  a  good  start  as  they  imagined 
but  a  very  poor  finish.  They  are  now  on  their  last  legs  and 
struggling  for  existence.  The  principal  rock  on  which  they  split 
was  their  extreme  radicalism  and  their  avowed  disloyalty  to  every- 
thing that  meant  good,  sound  Americanism.  They  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  placing  the  red  flag  of  anarchy  above  the  flag  of  our 
country.  They  had  no  hesitation  in  openly  advocating  the  Soviet 
form  of  government  in  place  of  our  American  form  of  govern- 
ment, believing  that  such  policies  would  capture  the  textile  work- 
ers of  the  whole  country  and  incidentally,  as  they  very  frankly 
stated,  put  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  out  of  busi- 
ness. The  result  of  their  over  two  years  of  effort  is  that  the 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America  is  still  doing  business  at 
the  same  old  stand,  growing  bigger  and  more  influential  as  the 
months  roll  by,  while  these  wild  cat,  un-American  organizations 
are  strugghng  to  maintain  their  existence,  and  what  is  the 
answer?  vSimply  this — the  great  mass  of  textile  workers  in  this 
country  whether  organized  or  unorganized  have  no  use  for  radi- 
calism, anarchy  or  Sovietism.  The  Lhiited  Textile  Workers  of 
America  is  an  American  Organization,  believing  in  our  American 
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form  of  government  and  our  American  institutions,  fully  recog- 
nizing the  rights  of  the  emy^loyer  and  ready  at  all  times  to  fight 
for  the  rights  of  the  workers,  believing  in  the  great  principles 
of  collective  bargaining  and  arbitration.  And  this  is  the  only 
kind  of  organization  .that  can  live  in  this  country,  or  that  should 
live  in  this  country.  When  any  other  kind  of  organization  such 
as  the  ones  I  described  attempt  to  rear  its  head  with  the  main 
object  of  tearing  down  our  American  form  of  government,  under 
the  guise  of  trying  to  uplift  the  standards  of  the  workers,  there 
is  none  will  fight  it  so  bitterly  and  so  readily  as  the  International 
Union  of  which  you  and  I  are  so  proud  to  be  members  of. 

Maintaining  Our  American  Industrial  vStandards. 

A  few  years  ago  it  was  common  knowledge  that  both  wage 
standards  and  general  economic  standards  in  the  textile  industry 
was  about  as  low,  if  not  lower,  than  that  which  obtained  in  any 
other  large  industry.  Parents  hesitated  to  put  their  children  into 
a  textile  mill  if  they  could  make  any  other  possible  opening  for 
them.  This  applied  to  parents  who  all  their  lives  had  been  textile 
workers  themselves  and  knew  from  experience  the  real  conditions 
in  the  textile  trade.  I  have  often  discussed  this  economic  feature 
of  the  textile  industry  with  large  textile  manufacturers  and  argued 
that  one  of  the  best  things  that  could  happen  to  the  textile  in- 
dustry, one  that  would  work  out  beneficial  to  employer  and 
employee  alike,  would  be  to  raise  up  the  standard  of  wages  to  a 
point  that  would  conform  with  our  American  standard  of  living 
and  while  doing  this  to  improve  working  conditions  by  shortening 
the  hours  of  labor  to  conform  with  those  which  obtained  in  other 
lines  of  industry,  especially  those  where  large  numbers  of  women 
and  girls  were  employed.  This  has  now  been  done  to  a  very  large 
extent  although  there  are  some  states,  in  particular  the  Southern 
states,  lagging  behind,  while  one  or  two  of  the  New  England 
states  are  still  on  the  54-hour  work  week  class.  Among  these  is 
the  state  of  Maine. 

This  condition  can  be  traced  to  the  indifference  of  the  textile 
workers  towards  organization  and  the  selfishness  of  the  employ- 
ers. There  is  a  mistaken  idea  among  many  textile  manufactur- 
ers that  the  textile  worker  does  not  want  shorter  hours — that 
they  want  to  work  longer  hours  so  they  can  earn  a  few  dollars 
a  week  more.  The  manufacturer  who  holds  this  opinion  is  living 
in  a  fool's  paradise.  Textile  workers  in  general  are  intelligent 
enough  to  realize  that  long  hours  of  labor  do  not  mean  more 
wages.  The  efficient,  intelligent  worker  is  going  to  go  where  the 
hours  of  labor  are  the  shortest  because  they  know  that  this  means 
better  working  conditions  and  higher  wage  standards.  The  back- 
ward states  and  those  places  that  still  cling  to  the  old  condition  of 
things  are  going  to  be  eventually  left  with  the  least  efficient 
help  and  those  states  and  places  that  are  in  front  rank  of  pro- 
gressiveness  are  bound  to  attract  the  most  efficient  help. 
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And  furthermore,  this  class  of  help  will  not  stand  for  any 
backward  steps  being  taken  in  the  shape  of  lowering  the  economic 
standards  attained,  through  organized  effort.  Any  attempt  to  re- 
duce wages  or  lengthen  the  hours  of  labor  will  be  resisted  to  the 
utmost  and  our  International  Union  must,  and  I  know  they  will 
stand  squarely  behind  any  body  of  textile  workers  wherever  their 
employer  attempts  to  make  an  attack  on  their  wages  or  their  hours 
of  labor.  Your  Executive  Council  has  perfected  a  plan  of  cam- 
paign to  raise  the  necessary  ammunition  in  support  of  this  fight 
and  I  feel  assured  before  this  convention  adjourns  every  delegate 
will  not  only  pledge  their  loyal  support  to  this  campaign  and 
when  they  return  back  to  their  own  locals  they  will  do  so  deter- 
mined to  secure  the  unqualified  support  of  every  member  of  their 
local  union,  to  the  end  that  when  the  campaign  is  over  they  will 
be  in  a  position  to  say  with  pride  and  satisfaction,  ''My  local 
union  measured  up  to  the  standard." 


Open  Shop  Versus  Union  Shop. 


For  several  months  a  nation  wide  campaign  has  been  conducted 
by  Employers'  Associations,  headed  by  the  National  Manufactur- 
ers Association,  on  the  issue  of  the  "Open  Shop  in  Industry." 
The  assistance  of  the  United  States  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
all  its  subordinate  bodies  from  one  end  of  the  countr}^  to  the 
other  was  enlisted  in  this  campaign  and  as  was  to  be  naturally 
expected  from  the  composition  of  the  membership  of  Chambers 
of  Commerce  and  Boards  of  Trade,  this  assistance  was  readily 
granted.  The  same  can  be  said  of  the  Bankers  Association.  The 
organized  labor  movement  of  the  country  knows  from  experience 
what  to  expect  from  such  bodies.  A  series  of  questions  was  sub- 
mitted by  the  United  States  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  what  the 
labor  movement  would  term  ''its  subordinate  locals,"  putting  them 
on  record  for  or  against  the  open  shop,  having  a  pretty  accurate 
idea  as  to  what  their  verdict  would  be,  from  bodies  composed  of 
employers,  business  and  professional  men,  most  of  whom  had 
never  had  organized  labor's  side  of  the  case  presented  to  them  by 
those  qualified  to  do  so,  their  only  source  of  information  having 
been  derived  from  a  prejudiced  public  press  or  from  paid  press 
agents  of  employers  associations.  The  organized  labor  movement 
has  never  accepted  the  terms  of  "Open  Shop"  and  "Closed  Shop," 
for  the  simple  reason  that  in  actual  practice  such  shops  do  not 
exist.  What  does  exist  is  the  Union  Shop  and  the  Non-Union 
Shop.  The  employer  as  a  rule  dislikes  these  latter  terms,  so 
he  coined  the  phrase  of  "Open  Shop"  and  "Closed  Shop,"  and 
then  goes  sO'  far  as  to  apply  the  misleading  term  of  "American 
Plan"  to  the  former  and  declares  the  latter  un-American.  Many 
years  experience  of  the  so-called  "Open  Shop"  plan  has  proven 
conclusively  that  the  term  "Closed  Shop"  properly  applies  to  the 
so-called  "Open  Shop,"  for  the  reason  that  it  eventually  becomes 
absolutely  non-union  and  is  then  the  real  "Closed  Shop" — closed 
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to  Union  men  and  women.  There  can  be  no  industrial  democ- 
racy in  the  non-union  shop.  The  employer  is  absolute.  He  is 
judge,  jury  and  hangman,  if  he  cares  to  go  that  far,  which  many 
employers  do  in  deciding  what  working  conditions  shall  be.  He 
autocratically  sets  the  hours  and  wage  scales  and  then  says  to 
his  employees,  if  not  in  so  many  words,  at  least  by  his  actions  in 
posting  notices,  ''These  are  the  conditions,  you  may  either  accept 
them  or  quit."  Sometimes  the  unorganized  worker  does  quit 
feeling  he  cannot  bear  the  burden  any  longer.  When  there  is 
a  surplus  of  help  another  unorganized  worker  takes  his  place 
and  the  injustice  remains.  Over  three-quarters  of  a  century  of 
struggle  between  capital  and  labor  has  brought  about  a  system  of 
collective  bargaining  between  organized  employers  and  organized 
employees  through  representatives  of  their  own  choosing;  the 
Organized  Employers  secure  clever,  brainy  lawyers  and  others 
of  high  intelligence  as  their  representatives,  which  they  have  a 
perfect  right  to  do.  The  organized  v^orkers  choose  what  they 
consider  their  brainiest  and  most  experienced  men  as  their  repre- 
sentatives, which  they  have  the  same  right  to  do.  These  repre- 
sentatives gather  around  the  table  with  the  sole  object  of  arriving 
at  agreements  as  to  working  conditions  and  wages  which  will  be 
fair  to  both  sides.  And  no  one  can  truthfully  say  that  this  system 
has  not  saved  the  country  from  many  inclustrial  conflicts  that 
meant  millions  of  dollars  of  loss  to  capital  and  saved  millions  of 
workers  and  their  wives  and  children  from  suffering  and  priva- 
tion. With  the  "Open  Shop"  policy  such  achievements  are  im- 
possible. No  one  with  an  ounce  of  intelligence  will  claim  that 
this  system  of  collective  bargaining  has  been  100  per  cent  suc- 
cessful. Neither  can  they  deny  that  on  many  occasions  it  has 
averted  many  industrial  conflicts,  bringing  labor  and  capital  closer 
together. 

New  fangled  plans  and  systems  are  being  patented  every  day 
by  so-called  experts,  some  of  whom  are  reaping  a  rich  harvest 
of  profit  from  employers.  These  schemes  are  of  a  wide  scope, 
from  a  system  whereby  the  whole  of  a  plan  is  organized  by  the 
employer,  patterned  along  the  lines  of  our  American  form  of  gov- 
ernment. There  is  a  House  of  Representatives,  a  Senate  Chamber 
and  a  Cabinet.  The  rank  and  file  of  the  employees  are  members 
of  the  Lower  House.  The  ofiicials  constitute  the  Senate  and  the 
owners  of  the  plant  or,  if  a  company,  the  head  officials  of  the 
plant,  constitute  the  Cabinet.  These  respective  bodies  are  sup- 
posed to  deal  jointly  with  all  questions  that  might  arise  relative  to 
wages  and  working  conditions.  The  rules  provide  that  any  change 
in  conditions  can  only  be  brought  about  by  a  majority  vote  of 
each  of  the  three  bodies.  Any  person  of  average  intelligence 
can  readily  realize  what  a  fat  chance  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives has  of  putting  anything  through  with  either  a  majority  of 
the  Senate,  composed  entirely  of  the  bosses,  or  the  members  of 
the  Cabinet,  composed  entirely  of  the  owners  and  head  officials, 
did  not  favor.  How  any  intelligent  wage  worker  can  lend  them- 
selves or  become  part  of  such  schemes  is  beyond  my  comprehen- 
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sion.  Then  comes  the  smaller  schemes,  such  as  the  formation  of 
Athletic  Associations  for  the  male  employees,  and  sometimes  the 
female,  the  Welfare  Organization,  etc.,  all  of  which  are  intended 
to  divert  the  minds  of  the  workers  from  organizing  in  the  Trade 
Union  Movement.  The  wage  worker  does  not  want  paternalism. 
The  wage  worker  does  not  welfare  work,  which,  on  the  whole,  is 
a  system  of  coddling  the  worker,  giving  him  the  impression  that 
he  does  not  know  how  to  take  care  of  his  own  welfare  and  those 
depending  upon  him,  and  needs  experts  to  do  his  thinking  for 
him.  In  the  Union  Shop  the  worker  knows  he  has  a  real  voice 
in  shaping  the  conditions  under  which  he  shall  labor.  The 
employer  who  advocates  the  ''Open  Shop"  assumes  the  autocratic 
right  to  decide  what  is  good  and  what  is  not  good  for  the  worker^ 
He  assumes  the  right  of  deciding  what  the  price  shall  be  for  man's 
labor  simply  because  it  happens  to  be  placed  at  his  disposal. 
There  is  nothing  fundamentally  American  about  the  ''Open  Shop" 
no  more  than  there  is  anything  fundamentally  American  about 
the  owning  of  slaves.  The  slave  owner  took  the  position  that 
being  in  his  own  opinion  a  good  master,  he  should  be  absolute. 
The  non-union  employer  assumes  this  position,  "I  protect  my  em- 
ployees, therefore  I  must  be  absolute." 

He  preaches  about  the  glory  of  independence,  the  tyranny  of 
trade  unions,  while  denying  any  form  of  independence  to  those 
whom  he  employs.  If  there  happens  to  be  a  number  of  employees 
in  the  so-called  "Open-Shop"  who  are  members  of  a  union  it  is 
only  a  short  time  before  this  union  is  destroyed  through  a  system 
of  spies  and  union  smashing  agencies,  which  exists  in  every  in- 
dustrial town  and  city  in  the  country.  This  "Open  Shop"  cam- 
paign has  not  fooled  the  organized  workers  one  iota  and  is  not 
fooling  very  made  of  the  unorganized  workers  who  are  rapidly 
joining  the  Trade  Union  Movement.  The  average  American 
worker  is  intelligent  and  knows  how  to  take  care  of  his  own 
interests.  He  fully  reaHzes  that  behind  this  nation-wide  "Open 
Shop"  campaign  lies  a  deep  laid  plot  to  annihilate  trades  union- 
ism. I  am  not  assuming  to  be  a  prophet,  but  I  venture  to 
prophesy  this :  For  over  75  years  the  trade  union  movement  in 
this  country  has  grown  and  developed  to  its  present  high  standard, 
steadily  growing  both  numerically  and  in  its  economic  influence. 
It  has  raised  the  standard  of  wages,  reduced  the  hours  of  labor, 
taken  the  little  children  out  of  the  mill  by  the  thousands,  liberating 
them  from  industrial  exploitation.  In  a  word,  it  has  raised  the 
whole  economic  standard  of  the  wage  workers  of  the  country.  In 
75  years  from  now  it  will  still  be  in  existence,  greater  and  more 
potent  than  ever,  the  Manufacturers  Associations,  Chambers  of 
Commerce  and  iBoards  of  Trade  notwithstanding.  It  is  the  duty 
of  every  member  of  Organized  Labor  to  fight  to  the  utmost  this 
"Open  Shop"-"Union  Smashing  Campaign"  with  all  the  vigor  and 
energy  at  their  command.  And  I  feel  assured  that  this  will  be 
done  by  every  member  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of 
America.  .  . 

The  right  or  organization,  the  right  of  collective  bargainmg, 
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the  right  of  the  worker  to  have  a  voice  as  to  how  he  shall  dispose 
of  his  labor,  and  at  what  price,  the  right  of  the  worker  to  withhold 
his  labor  conditions  are  not  just,  are  God  given  rights  which  no 
man  or  set  of  men  can  take  from  them. 

When  the  war  for  world's  democracy  was  fought  and  won  it 
meant  everything  that  the  word  "Democracy"  implied ;  it  meant 
the  wiping  out  of  autocracy  on  the  industrial  economic  field, 
as  well  as  in  all  other  fields. 

Conclusion. 

This  is  the  largest  convention  in  the  history  of  the  United  Tex- 
tile Workers  of  America.  The  splendid  growth  of  our  Interna- 
tional Union  could  not  be  better  exemplified  than  by  the  ever 
increasing  number  of  delegates  that  attend  our  annual  conven- 
tions year  after  year.  Unity  and  solidarity  must  be  our  watch- 
word. There  is  no  room  in  our  International  Union  for  the  man 
or  woman  with  narrow,  selfish  views.  We  must  be  ready  and 
prepared  at  all  times  to  make  our  share  of  sacrifice  and  do  our 
share  of  the  work  for  the  further  upbuilding  of  our  United 
Textile  Workers  of  America.  Let  each  and  every  one  of  us,  in 
our  humble  way  determine  to  give  the  best  that  is  in  us,  in  helping 
to  lighten  the  burden  of  the  toilers  not  only  in  our  own  industry 
but  in  all  other  industries. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  extending  my  deepest  gratitude  to  all 
those  who  have  so  generously  and  willingly  cooperated  with  me 
in  the  conduct  of  the  business  of  our  International  Union.  I 
have  made  an  honest  endeavor  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  our 
organization  and  all  its  members.  I  have  tried  to  be  fair  and 
impartial  in  all  my  dealings  with  the  many  difficult  and  perplex- 
ing problems  with  which  we  have  been  confronted  during  the  year 
just  past. 

May  our  deliberations  in  this  convention  be  grounded  on  the 
highest  ideals  the  human  mind  can  conceive  to  make  the  future 
of  the  toiling  masses  of  our  country  brighter  and  happier  than 
those  of  the  past,  and  may  each  delegate  returning  to  their  homes 
when  the  work  of  this  convention  is  finished  return,  conscious  of 
a  duty  well  done. 

Respectfully  and  fraternally  submitted, 

(Signed)    John  Golden,  International  President, 

United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 

(At  the  conclusion  of  the  President's  Report  there  was  great 
applause.) 

Vice-President  McMahon:  If  there  is  no  objection  to  the 
magnificent  report  you  have  heard,  it  will  be  turned  over  to  the 
Committee  on  President's  Report. 

Delegate  Taylor  (Local  726,  Philadelphia)  :  I  have  read 
quite  a  few  arguments  for  and  against  the  open  shop.    I  have 
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never  heard  any  argument  against  the  open  shop  that  was  a^ 
good  as  the  report  the  President  has  just  made  and  if  I  am  in 
order,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  you  that  our  International  Secretary 
have  copies  of  that  report  made  and  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  each 
affihated  organization  to  be  read  out  at  their  respective  meetings. 

Delegate  Darling  (Local  2000,  Almonte)  :  I  second  the 
motion. 

Motion  adopted. 

The  convention  will  now  be  in  order.  Secretary-Treasurer  will 
make  her  report. 

Secretary-Treasurer  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury) :  I  want 
to  say  to  the  delegates  that  I  have  not  made  a  very  long  report 
because  the  part  you  are  mostly  interested  in  I  have  made  out 
very  detailed. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  I  received  inside  information  that 
there  was  to  be  a  perfectly  tremendous  increase  in  the  price  of 
paper.  I  received  it  from  a  source  which  I  cannot  tell  you.  I 
have  not  even  told  the  President  in  regard  to  it  because  I  swore 
almost  on  my  knees  I  would  not,  but  the  source  was  so  authentic 
that  I  sent  out  and  bought  three  tons  of  paper  immediately  for 
our  journal.  Seven  days  after  I  gave  my  order  for  the  paper, 
before  the  paper  was  delivered,  all  print  paper  increased  33  1/3 
per  cent  and  we  save  on  that  one  increase  alone  something  more 
than  $2,000  on  the  price  of  the  paper  for  our  journal  for  the  year. 
So  although  it  was  money  paid  out,  it  was  also  money  saved. 

At  the  same  time  I  put  in  an  order  for  books  for  our  local 
unions,  ledgers  and  so  forth,  amounting  to  something  over  $5,000 
and  the  Zichtel  company  in  Washington  after  we  had  closed  up 
our  contract,  came  to  me  five  weeks  later  and  asked  me  to  cancel 
it  on  account  of  the  increase  in  the  work  and  the  increase  in  the 
price  of  paper.  But  I  felt  that  a  contract  was  a  contract,  that 
it  was  binding  and  we  got  our  books  at  the  old  figure.  The 
books  that  we  used  to  pay  $1.00  for,  that  was  sold  to  you  for 
$1.25,  are  now  being  made  at  the  price  of  $4.00  each. 

Therefore  we  have  a  good  stock  of  books  on  hand  at  a  saving 
of  thousands  of  dollars  to  the  International  Union.  We  have 
not  had  to  buy  any  paper  for  the  Journal  this  year  and  won't 
until  the  end  of  the  year. 

I  noticed  coming  up  on  the  train  the  other  day  that  beginning 
last  Monday  morning,  newsprint  had  taken  another  30  per  cent 
jump,  which  meant  in  all  we  saved  63  1/3  per  cent  on  the  paper 
for  our  Journal  for  the  year.  (Applause.) 
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REPORT  OF  SECRETARY-TREASURER 
SARA  A.  CONBOY. 

For  the  twentieth  time,  we  meet  in  annual  convention.  These 
annual  gatherings  are  a  great  advantage  to  our  members,  who 
assemble  from  the  various  states  and  cities,  for  here  momentous 
problems  of  paramount  importance  are  intelligently  discussed  and 
intelligently  decided,  by  men  and  women  whose  education  has  been 
molded  in  the  hard  school  of  experience.  It  is  because  we  have 
not  permitted  ourselves  to  be  swayed  by  passion  or  prejudice  but 
rather  that  our  deliberations  are  governed  with  a  keen  desire  to 
safeguard  the  rights  of  all  concerned,  that  has  made  the  decisions 
of  the  conventions  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America 
much  respected. 

The  mission  of  the  delegates  attending  this  convention  is  of 
great  importance  and  your  responsibilities  are  numerous  are 
numerous  and  weighty.  We  do  not  seek  controversies — we  do 
not  want  conflicts,  but  we  will  not  bow  or  cringe  wdien  we  see 
any  of  our  inahenable  rights  being  taken  away  from  us.  No  one 
can  hurt  us — no  one  can  destroy  our  splendid  movement  but 
ourselves. 

"Well  might  we  ask,  ''Since  when  began  the  Labor  Movement?" 
It  was  always  a  part  of  man  himself — a  part  of  great  impor- 
tance in  travelling  the  long,  and  many  times  weary  journey  to 
attain  the  place  that  Labor  has  now  reached.  We  have  not  as 
yet  gone  out  into  the  highways  and  byways ;  we  have  touched 
only  the  high  places,  and  so  many  places  remain  yet  to  be  organ- 
ized. If  we  are  going  to  secure  a  higher  economic  standard  in 
the  shape  of  better  working  conditions,  etc.,  it  can  never  be  done 
by  looking  backward  and  picking  out  the  sore  places,  but  rather 
by  diligent  and  collective  work  among  the  men  and  women  of 
labor. 

The  present-day  situation  is  a  grave  one  and  must  not  be  taken 
too  lightly.  The  pendulum  has  begun  to  swing  the  other  way. 
Our  industry  is  passing  through  a  period  of  depression,  such  as 
we  have  not  known  for  many  years  past,  but  I  feel  sure  that  our 
members  will  maintain  in  every  way  the  splendid  organizations 
they  now  have,  and  through  which  they  have  secured  the  condi- 
tions under  which  they  are  now  working. 

During  the  eleven  months  just  past,  there  were  101  new  unions 
organized — as  follows  : 

New  Local  Unions,  October  1,  1919,  to  August  31,  1920. 

Local  Union  1367,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  Knitters. 

Local  Union  1368,  Old  Forge,  Pa.,  Silk  Throwers. 

Local  Union  1369,  Franklin,  N.  C,  Textile  Workers. 

Local  Union  1370,  Durham,  N.  C,  Colored  Textile  W^orkers. 

Local  Union  1371,  Leaksville,  N.  C,  Textile  Workers. 

Local  Union  1372,  Fairmont,  S.  C,  Textile  Workers. 

Local  Union  1373,  Whitney,  S.  C,  Textile  Workers. 
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Local  Union  1374,  High  Point,  N.  C,  Colored  Hosiery  Work- 
ers. 

Local  Union  1375,  Jessup,  Pa.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1376,  Oakland,  Me.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1377,  Columbia,  Tenn.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1378,  Rocky  Mount,  N.  C,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1379,  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1380,  Paterson,  N.  J.,  Ribbon  Weavers. 
Local  Union  1381,  Chester,  S.  C,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1382,  Cornwall,  Ont.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  LTnion  1383,  Williamstown,  Mass.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1384,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Designers. 
Local  Union  1385,  Archbald,  Pa.,  Silk  Workers. 
Local  Union  1386,  Aragon.  S.  C,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1387,  Reading,  Pa.,  Glove  Workers. 
Local  Union  1388,  Southbridge,  Mass.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1389,  Edgemont,  N.  C,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1390,  Newton,  N.  J.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1391,  Lancaster,  Pa.,  Warpers  and  Warphands. 
Local  Union  1392,  Port  Huron,  Mich.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1393,  Columbia,  Pa.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1394,  Milltown,  N.  B.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1395,  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.,  Yarn  Workers. 
Local  Union  1396,  Lynchburg,  Va.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1397,  Clifton  Heights,  Pa.,  Cloth  Weavers. 
Local  Union  1398,  Gastonia,  N.  C,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1399,  Hillsboro,  N.  C,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1400,  Willimantic,  Conn.,  Shoe  Thread  Dept. 
Local  Union  1401,  Woonsocket,  R.  L,  Woolen  and  Worsted 
Weavers. 

Local  Union  1402,  Lynchburg,  Va.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1403,  York,  S.  C,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1404,  Manville,  R.  L,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1405,  Westerly,  R.  L,  Loomfixers. 
Local  Union  1406,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1407,  Westerly,  R.  I.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1408,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Yarn  Workers. 
Local  Union  1409,  Elkin,  N.  C,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1410,  Hudson,  Pa.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1411,  London,  Ont.,  Dye  House  Workers. 
Local  Union  1412,  Phillipsburg,  N.  J.,  Weavers. 
Local  Union  1413,  Woonsocket,  R.  L,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1414,  Dexter,  Me.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1415,  Nuremberg,  Pa.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1416,  N.  Wilkesboro,  N.  C,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1417,  Rosemary,  N.  C,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1418,  Phillipsburg,  N.  J.,  Silk  Dyers. 
Local  Union  1419,  St.  Hyacinthe,  Que.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1420,  Gastonia,  N.  C,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1421,  Dover,  Me.,  Textile  Workers. 
Local  Union  1422,  Kings  Mt.,  N.  C,  Textile  Workers. 
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Gleasondale,  Mass.,  Woolen  Workers. 
Dover,  N.  H.,  Woolen  Workers. 
Lowell,  Mass.,  Ring  Spinners. 
Easton,  Pa.,  Silk  Weavers. 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Jacquard  Card  Cutters. 
Pottsville,  Pa.,  Silk  Workers. 
South  Bend,  Ind.,  Weavers. 
Gaffney,  S.  C,  Textile  Workers. 
Montreal,  Que.,  Knitters. 
Plymouth,  Mass.,  Textile  Workers. 
Paterson,  N.  J.,  Woven  Label  Workers. 
York,  Pa.,  Loomfixers. 
Cornelius,  N.  C,  Textile  Workers 
Lowell,  Mass.,  Dofifers. 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Rug  Weavers. 
Providence,  R.  L,  Loomfixers. 
Willimantic,  Conn.,  Cone  Tube  Union. 
E.  Taunton,  Mass.,  Doffers. 
Meredith,  N.  H.,  Linen  Workers. 
Utica,  N.  Y.,  Loomfixers. 
Thompsonville,  Conn.,  Dyers. 
Dover,  N.  H.,  Ring  Spinners. 
St.  Catherine,  Ont.,  Silk  Weavers. 
Mt.  Holly,  N.  C,  Textile  Workers. 
Cooleemee,  N.  C,  Colored  Textile  Work- 

Tamaqua,  Pa.,  Textile  Workers. 
Thompsonville,  Conn.,  Carders. 
Union,  S.  C,  Textile  Workers. 
Thompsonville,  Conn.,  Tapestry  Workers. 
Providence,  R.  I.,  Sewers  and  Burlers. 
Willimantic,  Conn.,  Cotton  Workers. 
Chicago,  111.,  Knitters  and  Woolen 

Elk  Mills,  Md.,  Upholstery  Workers. 
Thompsonville,  Conn.,  Axminster 

Keene,  N.  H.,  Textile  Workers. 
Hamilton,  Ont.,  Woolen  and  Cotton 

Buffalo,  S.  C,  Textile  Workers. 
Philippi,  W.  Va.,  Textile  Workers. 
Providence,  R.  L,  Weavers. 
Rockingham,  N.  C,  Textile  Workers. 
Duke,  N.  C,  Textile  Workers. 
Statesville,  N.  C,  Hosiery  Workers. 
Buchanan,  N.  Y.,  Textile  Workers. 

Reorganized. 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Cloth  Weavers. 
Stratford,  Ont.,  Textile  Workers. 


Local  Union  72 
Local  Union  1336 
101  New  Local  Unions.    35,062  New  Members. 
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The  following  is  my  financial  report,  abbreviated  for  reasons 
known  to  the  delegates : 

Financial  Report. 

You  will  note  from  this  report  the  splendid  growth  of  the 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America.  I  can  well  remember  when 
I  was  first  taken  into  the  office  what  a  struggle  it  was  to  have 
$500.00  in  the  treasury  for  that  convention,  and  now  we  come 
into  this  convention  with  an  income  of  a  half  million  dollars. 
We  have  had  during  the  year  many  expensive  strikes,  which  taxed 
our  treasury  to  the  very  limit — some  of  which  are  still  on. 

The  bumps  we  will  get — the  discouragements  we  will  en- 
counter, and  even  the  mistakes  we  make,  will  be  among  the  best 
parts  of  our  trades  union  education.  Experience,  after  all,  is  the 
great  teacher.  When  you  have  the  courage  of  your  own  con- 
victions and  then  tackle  the  most  difficult  thing,  that  which  tests 
your  courage  to  the  utmost  ability — then  you  are  down  to  the 
real  business  of  doing  big  things. 

You  will  note  also  from  this  report  the  tremendous  amount 
of  money  paid  out  during  the  eleven  months  just  past  in  the 
shape  of  benefits  alone.  I  will  just  take  two  of  them — we  paid 
out  for  strike  benefits  the  sum  of  $283,211.00  and  for  death  bene- 
fits, $7,775.00,  making  a  total  of  $290,986.00— more  than  a  quar- 
ter of  a  million  of  dollars. 

Let  me  hope  that  our  men  and  women  may  have  a  wide  vision 
of  the  danger  that  may  at  any  moment  confront  them,  of  a 
movement  on  the  part  of  some  employers  to  reduce  the  wage 
standards  that  have  been  built  up  during  the  last  few  years 
through  the  eflforts  of  the  International  Union,  and  that  they  will 
fortify  the  International  Union  with  the  ammunition  needed  to 
carry  on  a  fight  against  any  attempt  in  reduction  in  wages  or  in- 
creases in  hours. 

Before  I  close  this  report.  I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
thanking  most  sincerely  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Executive 
Council  who  have  worked  so  faithfully  and  hard  during  the  year 
for  the  upbuilding  of  our  organization.  No  one  perhaps  but 
themselves  realizes  the  tremendous  amount  of  work  they  have 
done.  Reports  are  very  weak  when  they  try  to  speak  to  you 
of  the  labor  that  has  been  performed,  and  so  I  can  only  say  to 
them  that  I  hope  they  will  be  long  spared  to  carry  on  for  many 
years  to  come,  for  surely  they  have  been  alive  every  minute, 
jealously  guarding  that  which  we  have  all  worked  so  hard  to 
obtain,  realizing  to  the  fullest  that  the  hope  of  the  men  and 
women  who  toil  for  a  living  is  for  economic  freedom  and  justice. 

The  sincere  and  generous  welcome  which  has  been  extended 
to  us  by  our  local  unions  in  the  city  of  Manchester,  N.  H.,  has 
moved  our  hearts  and  won  our  undying  gratitude.  In  a  few 
days  we  will  return  to  our  homes  in  the  various  cities  throughout 
the  country  and  we  will  carry  with  us  fond  thoughts  and  pleasant 
recollections  of  the  city  of  Manchester,  and  as  we  each  make  our 
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reports  to  our  various  local  organizations,  it  is  my  earnest  hope 
that  every  delegate  here  will  carry  with  them  a  sense  of  the 
tremendous  responsibility  which  rests  upon  them.  We  have  a 
splendid  field  before  us  in  which  to  carry  on  our  campaign  of 
organizing,  and  I  earnestly  and  sincerely  hope  that  the  year  will 
be  filled  with  peace  and  prosperity — peace  for  the  nations  who 
have  not  yet  known  peace — and  prosperity  for  the  great  American 
Labor  Movement,  as  represented  by  the  great  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Sara  A.  Conboy,  International  Secretary-Treasurer, 

United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 

(Applause.) 

Delegate  Roche  (Local  1045,  Lowell)  :  I  make  a  motion  that 
the  Secretary-Treasurer's  Report  go  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Secretary-Treasurer's  Report. 

Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 

Delegate  Singleton  (Local  604,  Pawtucket)  :  I  would  like 
to  make  a  motion  in  regard  to  the  Secretary-Treasurer's  Report, 
that  we  the  Textile  Workers  of  America  in  Convention  assembled 
like  to  have  a  printed  statement  of  all  the  receipts  and  expenses 
of  past  years  and  the  present  augmented.  It  is  confusing  and 
unsatisfactory.   Therefore,  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  each  and  every  member  be  furnished  with  a 
complete  itemized  account  of  all  receipts  and  expenses  during  the 
past  year." 

What  I  mean  by  that,  Brother  Delegates,  is  that  the  report 
should  be  in  a  printed  form  and  a  pamphlet  handed  to  each  dele- 
gate so  that  he  can  take  back  to  his  local  an  intelligent  report. 
We  cannot  hear  very  well.  It  is  very  difficult  to  follow  the  Secre- 
tary's Report  of  expenses  and  items  and  to  get  them  down  on  the 
delegates'  books. 

What  I  wish  to  say.  Brother  Delegates,  is  that  the  Delegates 
from  the  Baltimore  Convention  from  my  local  came  back  and 
reported  in  our  local  that  it  was  impossible  to  follow  our  Secre- 
tary and  the  oral  statements  that  you  gave  did  not  give  any  ac- 
count of  it  and  they  instructed  me  to  see  if  I  could  get  a  motion 
to  this  Convention  so  as  to  have  those  things  printed  and  handed 
to  the  delegates  coming  into  the  Convention  and  if  there  were 
any  questions  to  be  asked  on  any  of  the  items,  he  would  have 
it  right  on  hand  to  ask. 

President  Golden  :  I  might  make  an  explanation,  Delegate 
Singleton,  if  you  will  allow  me.  That  was  done,  the  law  calls 
for  it.  Up  to  the  last  three  or  four  years  we  used  to  do  that  but 
the  great  trouble  now  is,  as  I  stated  in  my  report,  the  country  is 
honey-combed  with  strike-breaking  detective  agencies  and  so 


40 


TWENTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


forth,  union  smashing-  agencies  and  we  found  that  our  finan- 
cial report  which  should  only  be  for  the  knowledge  of  our  mem- 
bers, was  in  practically  every  mill  office  in  the  country. 

I  could  state  during  the  last  two  or  three  years,  during 
the  time  that  report  was  furnished  and  printed,  and  have  seen 
thirty  of  those  reports  lying  on  the  desks  of  employers  in  their 
offices.  If  they  got  them,  of  course  every  strike-breaking 
agency  got  them  and  consequently  the  Executive  Board  dis- 
covered that  we  were  furnishing  ammunition  to  our  enemies 
and  then  we  put  more  safe-guards  around  our  auditing.  We  made 
a  law  that  an  expert  certified  accountant  must  go  over  those 
books  once  every  three  months  and  report  to  the  general  president 
and  he  in  turn  should  report  to  the  Executive  Council.  That  was 
in  addition  to  the  accounts  being  audited  by  auditors  chosen  from 
the  list  of  delegates.  They  have  gone  through  that  duty  also  for 
the  last  few  years. 

What  we  have  done,  what  I  think  our  membership  is  more 
interested  in,  is  this.  If  they  know — and  the  delegates  can  so 
inform  them  of  the  iron-clad  system  of  auditing  which  we  have 
which  makes  it  impossible  for  a  person  to  be  dishonest  if  he  or  she 
wants  to  be  unless  they  run  the  risk  of  being  found  out,  which 
is  a  certainty  and  then  instead  of  furnishing  this  ammunition — 
I  might  say  this  for  they  are  gone  now,  but  we  have  knowledge 
too  that  in  our  office  for  a  year  or  two  after  we  stopped  printing 
these  reports,  giving  all  our  financial  business  away,  that  two  dele- 
gates who  attended  our  convention  were  the  most  persistent  and 
fought  like  tigers  against  amending  the  system  which  called  for 
the  sending  out  of  those  reports.  We  discovered  absolute  proof 
that  both  of  them  were  employees  of  a  detective  agency. 

Now,  why  did  they  make  that  persistent  fight?  We  then  dis- 
covered this  that  the  sole  purpose  of  getting  those  reports  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy  was  to  know  our  financial  strength  and  from 
that  time  on  we  have  never  given  away  our  actual  membership. 
We  have  said  so  many  if  they  wanted  to  publish  it.  Then  they 
have  gone  so  far  as  to  ask  us  to  give  them  a  statement  of  the 
amount  of  money  we  had  invested  in  banks,  bonds  and  so  forth. 

That  is  all  ammunition  for  the  union  smashing  agencies  and  the 
strike-breaking  agencies,  which  is  furnished  to  the  employers 
who  are  their  employers. 

So  that  the  sole  object  of  discontinuing  that  system  was  not  to 
refrain  from  giving  the  information  to  our  members  but  it  was 
giving  information  and  ammunition  to  these  enemies  of  whom  I 
have  spoken. 

I  should  hate  to  see  this  convention,  such  a  progressive  one, 
take  any  step  that  would  put  weapons  of  that  kind  in  the  hands 
of  men  that  are  going  to  try  to  put  us  out  of  business.  (Pro- 
longed applause.) 

Delegate  Zuersher  (Local  1058,  Paterson)  :  I  would  like 
to  make  an  amendment  in  reference  to  this  report  that  would  be 
better  than  giving  out  a  financial  report. 
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I  appreciate  the  remarks  made  by  President  Golden  so  far  as 
the  giving  out  of  our  statements  is  concerned.  I  know  what  they 
mean  from  past  experience. 

I  would  suggest  that  a  pamphlet  be  issued  to  each  local,  to  the 
Secretary  of  each  local,  outlining  President  Golden's  reasons  why 
a  financial  report  should  not  be  spread  broadcast  and  also  put 
in  that  pamphlet  the  safe-guards  surrounding  the  men  and  women 
of  our  organization  who  handle  the  money  of  our  organization 
and  in  that  way  you  will  convey  to  them  the  information  that 
they  desire.  They  will  appreciate  the  reasons  for  not  making 
the  financial  report  in  detail  so  that  it  may  be  exposed  to  the 
enemies  of  organized  labor,  where  they  can  get  hold  of  it. 

Delegates  Reagan,  Singleton,  Powers,,  Hall  and  Long  also  spoke 
on  the  question. 

President  Golden  :  The  motion  of  Dielegate  Zuersher,  along 
the  lines  that  he  has  suggested,  is  to  give  the  reason  why  these 
reports  are  not  given  in  an  itemized  form  and  to  give  out  the 
items  that  are  not  ammunition  for  the  other  people.  I  think  we 
can  single  them  out. 

All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  signify  by  saying  "aye." 
Contrary  minded  ''no."    It  is  a  unanimous  vote  and  so  ordered. 

Delegate  Singleton  (Local  604,  Pawtucket)  :  I  am  here  for 
the  delegates  from  Local  604,  Pawtucket,  just  to  try  and  avoid 
some  of  the  mistakes  that  were  made  at  Baltimore.  I  got  my  in- 
structions from  the  delegate  who  attended  the  Convention  last 
year.  He  submitted  this  to  me  and  between  us  we  wrote  it  out 
and  I  was  going  to  put  it  into  a  resolution,  but  if  it  is  the  voice 
of  this  convention  I  will  put  it  into  a  motion. 

President  Golden  :  Read  the  motion  and  then  the  delegates 
will  decide. 

Delegate  Singleton  (Local  604,  Pawtucket)  :  (Reading) 

"We,  the  Textile  Workers  of  America  in  Convention  assembled 
should  transact  our  yearly  business  in  an  efficient  and  harmoni- 
ous manner  consistent  with  the  full  discussion  on  each  subject. 
Knowing  from  past  experience  how  short  a  time  is  at  our  dis- 
posal for  the  increasing  business  of  the  year  and  knowing  how 
we  lose  valuable  time  and  create  rancor  and  bad  feeling  by  al- 
lowing racial  and  political  discussion  totally  foreign  to  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Textile  Workers.    Therefore  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  all  racial  and  political  subjects  not  directly 
connected  with  textile  work  and  organized  labor  be  barred  from 
this  convention." 

Delegate  Wilkinson  (Local  696;,  Philadelphia)  :  We  realize 
the  Organizers'  Reports  take  up  some  time  the  most  of  two  days. 
What  was  the  result?    The  only  people  that  paid  any  attention 
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to  the  Organizers'  Reports  were  the  people  that  came  from  that 
certain  vicinity  where  the  organizers  came  from.  The  rest  were 
disinterested  and  after  having  three  or  four  reports  read  out  they 
were  filled  up  to  the  neck  and  you  could  see  them  walk  out  of 
the  room  by  the  dozens.  They  did  not  want  to  hear  the  rest  of 
them. 

I  had  an  idea  that  the  President  of  the  Executive  Board  would 
have  devised  ways  and  means  to  cut  down  in  some  way  the 
Organizers'  Reports.  We  had  no  recommendations,  only  referred 
to  the  incoming  Executive  Board  by  the  last  convention. 

President  Golden  :  Let  me  make  an  explanation  right  here. 
The  Executive  Council  carried  out  and  what  is  more  suggested 
those  instructions.  We  discussed  the  various  methods  of  elim- 
inating from  this  convention  that  which  was  taking  the  place  of 
some  more  important  material,  and  you  will  remember  that  I 
sounded  a  note  of  warning  at  our  last  convention  that  the  time 
was  coming  when  we  would  have  to  do  something  in  regard  to 
the  Organizers'  Reports,  because  our  organizers'  staff  is  continu- 
ally increasing. 

Now  we  have  twelve  organizers  on  the  staf¥  at  the  present 
time,  and  an  individual  report  from  each  of  those  organizers  is 
going  to  take  at  least  a  day  and  a  half  if  they  are  anywhere  near 
what  they  were  previously. 

Delegate  Powers  moved  that  all  Organizers'  Reports  instead 
of  taking  up  the  time  of  the  convention  be  given  to  a  Committee 
on  Organization  to  go  with  their  other  business  and  let  them  come 
in  sometime  later  and  make  their  report  on  any  resolution  they 
may  have  on  organization  and  make  their  report  on  the  Organ- 
izers' Reports. 

Delegate  McGoldrick  (Local  899,  Cohoes) :  I  second  the 
motion. 

Delegate  Powers  (Local  486,  Pawtucket)  :  There  is  nothing 
in  my  motion  you  know  that  is  going  to  change  the  continuation 
of  the  practice  of  the  Organizers'  Reports  being  furnished  and 
submitted  to  the  local  unions  in  the  regular  printed  report  of  the 
convention,  would  it,  Mr.  Chairman? 

President  Golden  :  Oh,  yes,  the  Organizers'  Reports  will  be 
saved  from  the  time  of  the  convention  but  they  will  be  published 
in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Convention  and  of  course  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  local  unions. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  But  at  all 
times  the  report  of  the  convention  is  not  sent  around  to  the 
members  of  the  rank  and  file.  Some  of  the  delegates  go  back 
from  this  convention  and  say,  ''Yes,  we  did  not  hear  the  reports 
of  the  delegates;  they  were  steam-rolled  by  somebody.  Some- 
thing that  you  wanted  to  hear  was  kept  back." 
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Now  I  believe  in  the  sug-gestion  of  Delegate  Powers  only  I 
wanted  to  bring  it  to  the  attention  of  the  convention,  the  attitude 
taken  by  some  delegates  that  have  come  back  to  their  local  organ- 
ization and  saying  what  I  have  spoken  about.  I  want  them  to  say 
"1  did  not  see  any  steam  roller  methods  here." 

Delegates  Powers,  Wilkinson  and  O'Donnell  spoke  on  the  ques- 
tion. 

President  Golden  :  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  signify 
by  saying  ''aye."  Opposed  ''no."  It  is  a  unanimous  vote  and 
so  ordered. 

Delegate  Zuersher  (Local  1058,  Paterson)  :  I  understand 
the  reports  of  the  Organizers  will  now  go  into  the  hands  of  the 
Organization  Committee,  is  that  correct? 

President  Golden:  Yes. 

Delegate  Zuersher  (Local  1058,  Paterson)  :  Would  it  not 
be  possible  and  advisable  to  put  a  few  more  members  on  that 
Committee  now?  There  is  quite  some  work  for  a  few  men  to 
handle. 

President  Golden:  There  are  five  on  it  but  just  as  you  say. 
I  can  add  some  more  to  it  if  you  want. 

Delegate  McCarthy  (Local  1137,  Manchester)  :  I  make  a 
motion  at  this  time  that  two  members  to  be  named  by  the  Chair 
to  be  added  to  the  Committee  on  Organization. 

Delegate  Roche  (Local  1045,  Lowell)  :  I  second  the  motion. 
(Adopted.) 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  I  have  two  com- 
munications that  should  be  read  to  the  Convention,  one  of  them 
from  Washington,  D.  C.    (Reading)  : 

"August  31st,  1920. 

"Miss  Sara  A.  Conboy, 

"110  Bible  House,  New  York  City. 

"Dear  Madam  : 

"I  have  just  been  informed  that  the  United  Textile  Workers 
of  America  are  to  hold  a  convention  at  Manchester,  Vt.,  in 
September,  and  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  it  would  be  a  good 
thing  for  your  organization  if  they  would  meet  in  the  Nation's 
Capital  in  1921. 

"Hotel  and  other  conditions  are  normal  in  Washington  now, 
and  I  think  you  will  agree  with  me  that  a  meeting  held  in  this 
city  always  arouses  unusual  interest  among  the  members. 

'T  most  earnestly  solicit  your  co-operation  and  support  in  bring- 
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ing  this  gathering  here,  with  headquarters  at  the  New  Ebbitt. 
Will  you  please  let  me  hear  from  you  regarding  this? 

"Very  respectfully, 

"(Signed),    A.  Gumpert,  Manager." 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  The  other  com- 
munication is  as  follows : 

"Local  Union  No.  1417. 

"President's  name,  L.  B.  Edmondson. 
"Secretary's  name,  Henry  Lee. 
"Secretary's  address,  Rosemary,  N.  C. 

"Rosemary,  N.  C,  September  29th,  1920. 

"Mrs.  S.  a.  Conboy: 

"Dear  Sister:  Local  Union  1417,  expelled  G.  W.  Bridges  and 
Leonard  Loomis  from  this  Local  Union  for  99  years  as  being 
spies  against  Organized  Labor. 

"This  Union  asks  that  you  notify  all  other  unions  of  same. 

"Yours, 

"(Signed),    Henry  Lee." 

President  Golden  :  At  the  Baltimore  Convention  a  debate 
was  held  on  the  changing  of  annual  conventions  to  biennial  con- 
ventions ;  that  is,  changing  from  one  year  to  two  years.  Many 
good  arguments  were  advanced  in  the  debate  pro  and  con. 

As  I  said  there  was  an  extended  debate.  Then  it  got  mixed 
up  with  an  argument  about  changing  the  time  of  the  convention,, 
pushing  it  a  little  further  in  September  and  so  decided  on.  Then 
something  happened,  as  you  know,  which  is  unnecessary  to  dwell 
on,  that  our  Secretary-Treasurer  was  compelled  to  take  a  trip,, 
being  the  first  woman  ever  elected  as  a  delegate  to  the  British 
Trade  Union  Congress,  and  the  thing  was  so  tempting  to  the 
old  delegates  and  the  honor  we  considered  as  going  down  into 
history  as  the  first  International  Union  that  secured  such  an  honor 
induced  us  to  let  her  go  ahead.  Then  we  found  that  some  ar- 
rangements would  have  to  be  made  to  postpone  the  convention  for 
two  weeks  or  otherwise  hold  the  convention  without  the  presence 
of  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  which  would  have  been  a  little  con- 
fusing anyhow  on  account  of  the  many  matters  connected  with 
that  office. 

But  the  final  vote  was  that  we  were  to  hold  our  convention  in 
September,  the  second  Monday  in  September  in  1920,  and  then 
the  first  order  of  business  of  the  coming  convention,  which  is  this 
convention,  be  taken  up  when  we  got  down  to  business  would 


UNITED  TEXTILE  WORKERS  OF  AMERICA 


45 


be  the  question  of  changing  from  annual  to  biennial  conven- 
tions. 

It  does  not  need  any  motion  because  that  motion  went  through 
at  the  Baltimore  convention,  that  question  being  taken  up.  We 
have  allowed  some  business  reports  and  so  forth  to  be  submitted 
because  for  the  reasons  I  stated,  they  had  gone  out  to  the  press, 
but  I  think  now  that  the  convention  has  got  settled  down  to  busi- 
ness, we  will  comply  with  these  instructions  and  we  will  now 
take  up  the  question  of  whether  we  shall  continue  to  hold  annual 
conventions  or  whether  we  will  make  a  change  and  hold  biennial 
conventions. 

The  subject  is  now  open  for  debate.  I  hope  the  delegates  will 
confine  themselves  as  near  as  possible  to  the  time  limit  rule  in 
our  convention.  I  do  not  want  to  shut  anybody  off,  but  try  to 
keep  near  that  point  in  order  to  cover  your  arguments. 

Delegate  Ludwig  (Local  760,  Pompton  Lakes,  N.  J.) :  To 
get  this  before  the  house  properly  I  make  a  motion  that  the  con- 
ventions be  changed  to  be  held  every  two  years  instead  of  every 
year,  the  same  date  in  September  to  apply  to  the  coming  con- 
vention. 

Delegate  White  (Local  1116,  Cohoes)  :  I  rise  to  second  that 
motion. 

President  Golden  :  The  motion  .has  been  mad€  that  we 
change  from  Annual  Convention  to  Biennial  Convention ;  instead 
of  holding  them  annually  that  we  hold  them  biennially,  which 
means  every  two  years. 

Is  there  anything  to  be  said  on  the  question. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  would  like  to  ask 
a  question.    Will  it  take  a  two-thirds  vote  to  pass  this? 

President  Golden  :    Oh,  yes. 

Delegates  McCarthy,  Jeremy,  Walsh,  McFarlane,  Long,  Hall 
and  Darling  spoke  against  the  motion. 

Delegates  Geiger,  O'Donnell  and  McMahon  spoke  in  favor  of 
the  motion. 

The  motion  is  that  we  hold  Biennial  Annual  Conventions  in- 
stead of  Annual  Conventions.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 
All  those  in  favor  of  the  question  will  signify  by  saying  "aye.'' 
Opposed  "no."  The  "noes"  seem  to  have  it.  The  "noes"  have  it, 
and  the  motion  is  lost. 

President  Golden  :  The  Secretary-Treasurer  has  what  I  think 
is  a  very  interesting  report  to  submit,  as  we  are  on  the  submis- 
sion of  reports,  and  I  will  call  upon  Secretary-Treasurer  Conboy 
to  give  us  now  the  report  of  her  mission  to  the  British  Trade 
Union  Congress  in  England.    (Prolonged  applause.) 
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Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  I  have  not  pre- 
pared any  written  report  because  I  felt  that  I  must  not  do  that. 
I  am  really  doing  something  which  I  should  not  do  as  the  first 
report  of  my  visit  over  there  should  be  made  to  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  but  I  could  not  let  this  convention  go  by 
without  telling  you  something  of  what  I  saw — of  what  I  heard 
and  the  places  that  I  went  to  while  I  was  away. 

Plrst  of  all,  at  the  last  convention  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  it  was  decided  that  a  woman  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  the  American  Labor  Movement  at  its  Fortieth  Annual 
Convention,  was  to  be  sent  over  as  one  of  the  representatives  of 
the  Labor  Movement.  When  I  was  approached  on  this  subject, 
^  T  bore  in  mind  the  fact  that  our  own  convention  was  almost  due 
but  great  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  upon  our  delegates  and 
upon  myself  to  accept  the  place  should  I  secure  the  election. 
For  myself  I  did  not  care,  although  it  has  been  the  dream  of  my 
life  to  cross  over  to  the  other  side  of  the  world.  But  the  thought 
has  always  been  in  my  mind  as  to  the  prestige  that  would  come 
to  our  international  organization — that  when  the  history  of  the 
Trade  Union  Movem.ent  is  written,  as  it  is  now  being  written, 
that  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  would  have  the 
honor  of  breaking  all  precedents  and  sending  the  first  woman  that 
ever  represented  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  over  to  the 
other  side.  (Applause.) 

I  do  not  want  you  to  think  that  I  had  a  walk-over.  I  had 
the  president  of  one  of  the  biggest  internationals  in  the  country 
as  an  opponent — Mr.  Benjamin  Schlesinger  of  the  Ladies'  Gar- 
ment Association.    I  defeated  him  by  27,800  votes.  (Applause.) 

However,  on  the  13th  of  August  I  set  sail  on  the  good  ship 
"Adriatic."  My  voyage  over  was  very,  very  pleasant  and  it 
could  only  bring  to  my  mind  the  great  fraternity  that  exists  in 
this  big  labor  movement.  The  men  on  board  that  ship — the  stew- 
ards— are  all  members  of  the  Cooks  and  Stewards  Union  of  Eng- 
land, and  when  they  found  out  what  I  was  representing,  nothing 
that  they  could  do  for  me,  nothing  that  they  could  get  for  me 
was  good  enough.  They  never  could  seem  to  do  enough  to  make 
my  voyage  over-pleasant.  I  did  not  require  very  much  because 
I  was  not  sick  a  single  minute.  I  never  missed  a  meal, 
r  Laughter.) 

A  Delegate:  You  do  not  look  it. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  That  is  all  right. 
However,  you  ought  to  make  that  trip  over  and  rock  around  for 
a  few  nights. 

On  the  way  over — I  am  going  to  tell  these  little  things  because 
I  think  they  are  interesting — 1  saw  for  the  first  time  in  my  life 
an  iceberg  and  I  realized  to  the  very  fullest  extent  what  must 
have  happened  to  that  wonderfully  big  ship  the  "Titanic." 

After  leaving  New  York,  for  the  first  three  days  of  the  trip  we 
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suffered  heat  that  was  almost  unbearable  and  then  just  like  a 
clap  out  of  the  clear  sky  the  temperature  went  to  fifty  degrees. 
Everybody  went  and  got  their  overcoats  and  steamer  rugs.  Right 
away  the  ill-fated  ''Titanic"  flashed  across  my  mind.  I  went  up 
on  the  bridge  to  the  captain,  to  whom  I  had  a  letter  of  intro- 
duction from  an  official  of  the  White  Star  Line,  and  I  asked 
him  if  we  were  in  sight  of  icebergs  and  he  said  we  were.  He  said 
that  we  could  not  see  them  yet  with  our  naked  eye  but  that  they 
were  around  us  somewhere.  As  evening  came,  I  shall  never 
forget  as  long  as  I  live  the  sight  I  saw.  I  saw  this  great  moving 
mass  of  ice.  It  looked  like  a  great  building  moving  along  and 
with  the  rays  of  the  setting  sun  shining  on  it,  it  was  the  most 
beautiful  sight  that  I  have  ever  seen.  When  I  realized  that  there 
must  be  just  as  much  under  water  as  appeared  above  water  in 
order  to  keep  it  standing  up,  I  realized  what  the  poor  people  on 
the  "Titanic"  suffered  when  that  ship  struck  it.  They  never  had 
a  ghost  of  a  show !  After  we  passed  that  iceberg,  we  saw  the 
steamship  "Mauretania"  in  front  of  it.  All  the  time  that  we  were 
looking  on  that  iceberg  we  could  not  even  see  the  outline  of  the 
ship  in  front  of  us  until  we  got  by.  The  iceberg  was  about  a 
half  a  mile  away  from  us. 

I  saw  a  whale  for  the  first  time  in  my  life.  It  was  mighty 
mteresting  to  see  that  big  creature  get  up  in  the  water  and 
blubber  away. 

However,  I  reached  Southampton  safely.  Then  I  travelled 
alone,  made  my  way  to  London  and  I  will  tell  you  what,  my  ex- 
perience as  an  organizer  stood  me  in  good  stead  because  I  think 
anybody  who  had  not  been  al  lover  the  country  would  have  been 
scared  to  death  when  they  found  themselves  in  England  and  alone. 
After  I  got  my  baggage,  which  was  the  most  difficult  task  I  had 
over  there,  for  they  have  the  worst  system  of  handling  baggage 
I  ever  saw — here  you  know  you  can  check  your  trunk  and  call 
for  it  when  the  crowd  is  gone.  There  you  have  to  wait  until  the 
dock  is  cleared  and  then  you  pick  out  your  own  baggage  or  any- 
body else's  should  you  choose.  I  kept  my  eye  on  my  trunk. 
Nobody  got  mine.  I  then  had  two  weeks  and  three  days  in  which 
to  visit  around.  I  saw  a  great  deal  of  England.  I  believe  it  is 
the  one  regret  of  my  life  that  I  was  unable  to  get  to  Ireland.  I 
went  up  to  the  American  Embassy  and  I  asked  there  if  I  could 
go  to  Ireland  and  they  urged  me  with  all  the  power  possible  not 
to  go  to  Ireland.  They  said  they  w^ould  not  absolutely  prevent  my 
going  there  but  they  said  conditions  were  in  such  a  shape  that  it 
would  be  dangerous  for  me  to  go  into  Ireland.  The  Constabu- 
lary there  was  not  of  the  best  kind  of  men  but  later  on  I  am  going 
to  touch  on  that?  I  will  tell  you  about  that  later.  I  saw  many 
beautiful  places  in  England — ^beautiful  old  places.  One  thing, 
if  you  want  me  to  tell  my  impressions  of  them,  was  that  I  never 
saw  such  a  waste  of  rooms,  a  waste  of  habitations,  when  there 
were  thousands  of  people  in  England  absolutely  in  need  of  a 
decent  place  to  live.  I  saw  riches  as  I  never  saw  it  before  and 
I  saw  poverty  as  I  never  saw  it  before.    I  went  down  through 
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Petticoat  Lane,  down  through  the  places  where  the  poor  people 
go,  where  the  poor  people  live  and  surely  I  saw  poverty  in  all 
its  forms.  I  could  not  do  anything  to  help  them  because  the 
little  that  I  could  do  hither  and  thither  would  amount  to  nothing. 

I  went  through  Knole  Park,  the  home  of  Lord  Sackville.  There 
are  only  320  rooms  in  the  house ;  forty  of  them  are  now  inhabited 
by  the  present  Lord  and  Lady  Sackville.  I  asked  the  man  when 
I  was  there :  "Why  don't  you  turn  this  house  over  to  England  ? 
They  gave  it  to  you.  You  are  not  using  it.  Why  don't  you  turn 
it  over  to  the  soldiers  that  have  come  back  home  with  legs  off, 
arms  off  and  eyes  out?  Why  don't  you  turn  this  beautiful  place 
over  to  them?  You  could  keep  the  forty  rooms  you  occupy." 
Why,  my  dears,  I  thought  I  was  committing  a  sacrilege.  I  ex- 
pected to  be  in  jail  the  next  minute.  That  anybody  so  plebean 
as  a  soldier  would  trod  on  that  hallowed  ground  that  belonged  to 
Lord  and  Lady  Sackville !  However,  it  was  a  magnificent  and 
beautiful  and  wondrous  place  to  see.  I  saw  things  there,  the 
likes  of  which  perhaps  do  not  exist  anywhere  else  in  the  world. 
The  grounds  were  beautiful,  and  everything  surrounding  them 
were  beautiful. 

I  went  to  Hampton  .Court,  the  former  home  of  the  Kings  and 
Queens  of  England  and  so  forth.  I  saw  very  beautiful  gardens 
there,  not  laid  out  gardens  but  gardens  that  looked  like  they  were 
planted  thither  and  thither  with  anything  that  came  to  their 
hand.  Hampton  Court  is  now  open  to  the  public  and  anybody 
can  go  into  it.  I  think  there  are  138  acres.  I  spent  the  most 
wonderful  day  amid  the  flowers  and  things  of  that  order. 

I  spent  a  day  at  Kew  Gardens.  I  could  not  help  but  think  that 
I  wished  I  could  bring  back  a  picture  of  Kew  Gardens.  I  have 
been  in  beautiful  places ;  I  have  seen  beautiful  things,  but  I  never 
saw  anything  that  equalled  the  flowers  and  foliage  in  Kew 
Gardens.  I  suppose  because  I  am,  I  believe,  a  natural  born  Amer- 
ican, I  struck  up  a  friendship  with  a  policeman  there.  I  asked  him 
if  he  would  take  me  to  the  beautiful  places  in  the  park,  through 
the  gardens,  or  tell  me  where  they  were.  He  did  that.  After- 
wards, when  he  found  out  I  was  an  American  and  what  I  was 
there  for,  he  took  me  to  the  curator  of  the  gardens  who  presented 
me  with  a  beautiful  bunch  of  flowers.  I  so  wished  I  could  have 
brought  them  home  but,  of  course,  they  would  not  keep.  I  could 
not  help  wishing  but  that  every  one  of  our  people  here — our  tex- 
tile workers — could  see  those  gardens.  A  little  verse  ran  through 
my  mind  as  I  was  passing  through  because  I  was  thinking  about 
all  of  you  here  and  I  said : 

"I  saw  some  wondrous  flowers  today. 

At  Hampton  Court  and  Kew ; 
But  I  missed  the  Sweet  Forget-Me-Nots, 

And  then  I  thought  of  you." 

I  asked  him  if  they  had  any  forget-me-nots  and  he  said  no,  that 
they  did  not  have  any  such  flowers  over  there.  But  they  have 
other  beautiful  flowers  that  we  have  not  got. 
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There  were  so  many  places  that  I  went  to  that  it  would  be  hard 
for  me  to  tell  you  about  them  all,  but  I  went  up  into  the  textile 
districts  of  Manchester.  I  went  up  to  Ashton,  Underlyne  and 
Oldham.  1  talked  with  the  textile  workers  up  there.  I  found 
very  different  conditions  existing  there  from  the  conditions  which 
are  at  the  present  time  existing  here.  There  has  not  been  much 
depression  what  ever  in  the  work  there.  1  found  out  that  wages 
differed  very  materially  from  ours  ;  that  the  wages  are  very  much 
smaller  in  England  than  they  are  in  America,  I  did  not  bring 
home  the  figures  but  I  am  to  have  them  because  Mr.  Ben  Turner, 
who  is  the  Secretary  of  the  Weavers  over  there,  is  to  send  me  a 
complete  set  of  the  wages  paid  to  the  weavers  and  the  different 
organizations  over  there. 

Then  I  trotted  on  Sunday  to  the  British  Trade  Union  Congress. 
It  was  held  in  Portsmouth,  England.  We  stayed  at  a  little  place 
right  outside  of  Portsmouth,  which  is  a  very  beautiful  place.  I 
found  in  Portsmouth  there  at  the  present  time  that  the  shipyards 
had  closed  down  and  that  practically  the  whole  of  the  City  of 
Portsmouth,  England,  was  out  of  work.  I  think  that  the  British 
Trade  Union  Congress  felt  very  keenly  the  disastrous  situation 
which  was  upon  the  people  of  Portsmouth. 

The  convention  opened  on  Monday  noon  at  12  o'clock.  It  was 
opened  by  the  Mayor  of  Portsmouth,  who  was  a  former  dock 
worker.  He  was  a  very  fine  man  and  following  out  most  of  the 
Englishmen  that  I  met — a  man  of  very  simple  habits  and  very 
simple  and  kindly  character.  There  were  representatives  of 
6,300,000  workers  at  the  British  Trade  Union  Congress.  There 
were  911  delegates  present.  The  first  order  of  business  that  was 
taken  up  after  the  presentation  of  the  opening  officials,  was  the 
Irish  situation,  and  there  were  resolutions  offered  and  the  Brit- 
ish Trade  Congress  sent  a  telegram  to  Lloyd  George — I  am  sorry 
I  have  not  a  copy  of  it  becaiise  my  reports  from  there  have  not 
come — they  sent  a  telegram  to  Lloyd  George,  the  Premier  of  Eng- 
land, demanding  the  immediate  release  of  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
Cork,  who  was  in  Brixton  Prison,  together  with  four  other 
prisoners,  who  had  been  placed  there  without  a  trial  and  all  of 
them  under  sentence  of  two  years  or  less.  I  do  not  know  whether 
any  consideration  was  ever  given  to  it  but  the  fact  remains  that 
the  Mayor  of  Cork  is  still  in  Brixton  Prison. 

I  might  say  while  I  am  speaking  on  that  that  I  met  and  had 
a  two  hours'  conversation  with  Mary  McSwiney,  the  sister  of  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  Cork.  I  met  her  afterwards  in  London  and  I 
went  down  to  Brixton  Prison  with  her,  but  I  did  not  go  into  the 
prison  because  the  day  I  went  down  there,  I  saw  a  sight  that  I 
will  never  forget  to  my  dying  day.  As  far  as  I  could  see,  as  far 
as  the  streets  reached,  north  and  south,  on  the  pavement  kneeling 
down  saying  the  Rosary,  I  am  sure  that  there  were  20,000  people. 
You  could  hear  the  echo  of  that  for  miles  and  miles  away.  Before 
I  got  within  a  mile  of  the  street,  I  knew  that  they  w^ere  praying 
because  I  was  familiar  with  the  prayers.    I  could  hear  that  ''Hail, 
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Mary,  Full  of  Grace — "  a  mile  away  from  Brixton  Prison.  I  will 
never  forget  that  sight  as  long  as  I  live. 

The  miners'  situation  in  England  was  a  very  disturbing  situa- 
tion at  the  time  that  I  was  there.  Conference  after  conference 
had  been  held  with  Sir  Robert  Horne,  who  was  the  Commissioner 
of  Mines,  but  no  results  could  be  brought  about.  There  was  a 
very  strange  situation  there  regarding  the  mine  workers.  They 
have  gone  on  record  there  as  the  first  organization  in  the  whole 
world  who  are  going  to  strike,  not  for  themselves,  but  for  a 
reduction  in  the  price  of  coal  to  the  consumers.  I  have  not  the 
actual  figures  but  I  think  my  memory  will  serve  me  fairly  well 
when  I  say  after  the  last  increase  in  wages  was  given  to  the 
miners,  the  coal  operators,  as  we  call  them  here,  immediately 
put  up  the  price  of  coal  20  shillings.  That  is  now  $4  a  ton. 
They  were  demanding  that  that  20  shillings  be  immediately  taken 
ofif  or  the  strike  would  go  into  efifect.  I  have  been  watching  the 
papers  very  closely  and  the  strike  has  not  gone  into  efifect  but  I 
saw  in  the  London  Post,  which  I  received  one  day  last  week,  that 
conferences  were  still  being  held  with  the  miners. 

I  think  Great  Britain  was  terribly  concerned  about  the  strike 
of  the  mine  workers,  for  the  reason  that  over  there  what  is 
known  as  a  "Triple  Alliance"  and  they  are  really  the  three  big 
master  organizations,  if  you  wish  to  call  it  that  way,  of  the 
trade  union  movement.  There  are  the  coal  miners,  the  dock  work- 
ers and  the  railroads.  As  soon  as  the  railroads  found  out  that 
the  mine  workers  were  going  to  strike,  they  put  in  500,000  tons 
of  coal,  some  of  it  brought  over  from  America,  and  the  day  that 
that  coal  was  landed  in  the  coal  sheds  of  the  railroads,  the  rail- 
road workers  sent  in  an  ultimatum  to  the  railroad  shops  that  they 
would  never  shovel  a  pound  of  it  in  any  way,  shape  or  manner 
after  the  miners'  strike  took  place.  (Applause.)  The  dock  work- 
ers, of  which  William  Sexton  is  the  secretary,  also  went  on  record 
that  they  would  do  no  work  on  the  docks ;  that  they  would  load 
or  unload  no  ships  and  that  no  stewards  or  waiters  of  any  de- 
scription would  go  on  a  boat  if  the  mine  workers'  strike  took 
place.  At  one  of  the  sessions  of  the  union  congress  "Bob" 
Smillie  was  present.  You  have  all  heard  about  him.  He  is  a 
character  all  in  himself — a  very  silent  man.  He  talks  very  little. 
When  he  says  five  words,  he  says  a  day's  work  for  some  people 
because  he  can  say  so  much  in  a  few  words.  He  never  touched  on 
the  miners'  strike  at  all  at  the  congress  but  Mr.  Frank  Hodges, 
secretary  of  the  miners  over  there,  made  a  statement.  Any  one 
listening  to  him  could  not  help  but  be  impressed  with  his  earn- 
estness and  his  sincerity.  He  made  absolutely  no  play  to  the 
gallery  in  any  way,  shape  or  form.  He  laid  before  everybody  a 
plain  statement  of  the  fact  and  then  let  them  go  their  way. 

At  the  time  I  was  there  all  the  electrical  workers  were  out  on 
strike.  In  Manchester  and  Ashton  and  neighboring  districts,  no 
newspapers  were  being  printed  because  the  printers  were  all  out 
on  strike.    The  unrest  throughout  England  is  tremendous,  per- 
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fectly  tremendous.  I  was  very  much  surprised  at  the  radicahsm 
and  the  sociaHsm  which  has  cut  in  among  the  men  and  women  that 
work,  due  absolutely  to  the  high  cost  of  things  over  there.  You 
think  our  prices  are  high.  Great  Heavens  !  You  ought  to  go  over 
there  for  a  day.  A  shilling  for  one  orange !  Twenty  cents  for 
one  orange !  You  can  imagine  that  the  poor  mouths  do  not  get 
very  many  of  them.  Committees  were  appointed  at  the  Trade 
Union  Congress  to  do  something  about  the  high  cost  of  living  and 
so  forth,  but  it  seemed  that  under  the  present  circumstances  very, 
very  little  could  be  done.  The  cost  of  meat  is  tremendous  and 
the  cost  of  woolen  goods  that  everybody  used  to  use  that  came 
from  England  was  so  very  high  in  price — the  increase  was  per- 
fectly tremendous — that  you  could  not  buy  a  decent  piece  of  serge 
over  there  anything  under  forty  shillings  a  yard,  which  would 
be  $8.00  a  yard  for  the  serge. 

In  the  Trades  Union  Congress  I  found  a  very  wonderful  spirit 
shown  toward  the  working  man  and  woman  in  America,  but  among 
the  people  that  I  met  over  there  I  found  a  great  deal  of  bitterness 
toward  America.  I  had  more  fights  than  you  could  shake  a  stick  at, 
not  with  one  man  or  two  men  but  many  men.  But  I  would  not  and 
of  course  I  could  not  take  them  as  a  criterion  for  the  opinions  of 
the  men  of  England  who  know  what  America  did  in  the  war. 
They  say  that  America  came  into  the  war  when  the  war  was  all 
over.  Then,  of  course,  my  Irish  would  get  up.  I  would  tell  them 
that  we  helped  to  feed  them  and  that  we  loaned  them  money  and 
we  were  glad  to  do  that.  I  would  tell  them  that  we  left  160,000 
of  the  flower  of  our  country  over  there  that  will  never  come  back. 
If  that  was  not  doing  our  part  in  the  war  I  would  like  to  know 
what  was.  But  there  seems  to  be  a  feehng  among  the  higher 
class  of  people,  if  you  wish  to  call  them  that,  that  America  did 
absolutely  nothing  in  the  war  but  tried  to  take  to  herself  the 
glory  of  winning  the  war.  We  never  wanted  any  glory  of  win- 
ning the  war.  We  never  sought  for  any.  We  went  in  there  to 
do  what  we  could  in  order  that  the  world  might  be  made  safe  for 
democracy. 

In  my  speech  at  the  British  Trade  Union  Congress  I  told  them 
of  what  we  were  doing  over  here ;  what  we  had  done ;  what  the 
textile  workers  had  done  in  a  few  years.  I  also  said  this  and  I 
said  it  because  I  felt  it.  I  said  it  because  I  meant  it.  I  still  mean 
it  and  I  am  going  to  mean  it  more  perhaps  as  the  days  go  by,  if 
I  could  mean  it  any  more  and  that  is  that  England  ought  to  give 
Ireland  the  right  of  her  own  self-determination.  (Prolonged 
applause.) 

A  resolution  to  that  effect  was  passed  at  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor.  I  still  maintain  that  when  the  League  of  Nations 
is  finished  and  signed  that  Ireland  in  conjunction  with  all  other 
small  nations  have  brilliant  men  enough  to  say  what  is  best  for 
Ireland.  But  God  help  them,  they  have  not  a  chance  over  there. 
They  are  without  firearms,  without  anything  that  will  give  them 
help.    Absolutely  at  the  mercy  of  the  British  Constabulary. 
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Absolutely!  Unqualifiedly!  Mince  it  up  any  way,  still  those 
are  the  facts. 

I  heard  the  Canadian  delegates,  and  I  say  this  with  all  respect 
to  you,  talking  about  the  freedom  that  they  enjoyed  in  Canada. 
My  mind  went  back  to  a  very  dear  friend  I  had  in  Canada,  a 
woman  that  I  love  very  much.  I  spoke  to  her  one  time  about 
Canada  and  she  used  this  quotation.  I  am  going  to  use  it  now. 
She  said :  ''Daughter  am  I  in  my  mother's  house  but  mistress  in 
my  own."  That  means  that  while  they  are  in  Canada  the  daughter 
of  the  British  Empire,  they  are  mistress  of  their  own  Canada. 
Am  I  right? 

Delegate  Darling  (Local  2000,  Almonte)  :  Right. 
Delegate  Purcell  (Local  1394,  Milltown)  :  Right. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury) :  Absolutely.  Now, 
then,  the  same  self-determination  that  is  given  to  Canada  ought 
to  be  given  to  Ireland.  (Applause.)  Ireland  has  fought  for 
years  and  years  for  England ;  she  has  given  to  the  world  some  of 
the  most  brilliant  men — some  of  the  most  brilliant  women;  she  is 
making  the  fight  of  her  life  for  freedom — for  a  brilliant  free  coun- 
try and  she  has  a  right  to  have  it.    (Loud  applause.) 

I  am  going  to  tell  you  now  from  things  that  I  heard,  things 
that  I  saw  while  I  was  both  at  the  British  Trades  Union  Congress 
and  while  I  was  outside  of  it  that  Labor  is  determined  tO'  have 
more  say  in  the  conducting  of  the  affairs  of  their  own  country. 
(Applause.)  There  is  not  any  question  but  that  it  is  coming 
sooner  or  later. 

Now,  on  the  many  resolutions  that  went  into  the  Congress 
(they  do  their  business  very  differently  over  there  from  the  way 
we  do).  Every  resolution  that  is  brought  in  has  to  be  sent  in 
about  three  months  ahead.  Then  it  is  all  printed.  Nobody  speaks 
on  it,  only  the  man  who  makes  the  resolution  and  signs  it  and  the 
one  who  seconds  it.  Then  they  are  limited  and  that  limit  is  Hved 
up  to.  There  were  so  many  resolutions  of  such  tremendous 
import  on  the  cost  of  living  and  on  the  different  wage  questions, 
and  on  the  many  big  problems  that  are  confronting  the  workers 
over  there  that  I  could  not  begin  to  tell  you  all  about  them. 

I  received  a  very  splendid  reception  from  the  men  and  women 
over  there.  I  want  to  tell  you  that  they  brought  me  to  a  moving 
picture  show  one  night,  down  in  Southport,  where  we  stayed,  and 
the  first  thing  that  came  on  the  screen  was  a  picture  of  myself 
with  the  words,  "United  Textile  Workers  of  America"  over  it. 
I  tell  you  I  felt  proud.  (Applause.)  I  felt  proud  to  see  that 
"United  Textile  Workers  of  America"  over  three  thousand  miles 
away  from  home  with  the  message  of  what  the  textile  workers 
are  doing  here  extended  to  the  textile  workers  over  there.  The 
manager  asked  me  if  I  would  say  a  word  to  the  people  there.  I 
told  them  about  our  textile  men  and  women  over  here,  and 
what  we  had  accomplished. 
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I  want  to  say  to  the  delegates  this,  and  then  I  am  through. 
Previous  to  my  departure  from  America  my  friends  in  the  labor 
movement  gave  me  a  dinner  in  New  York  and  presented  me  with 
a  check  for  $1,100  and  later  gave  me  $340,  which  made  a  total 
of  $1,440  that  was  given  to  me  with  which  to  really  enjoy  myself 
on  the  other  side,  I  spent  a  good  deal  of  it  in  travel ;  spent  some 
of  it  in  other  ways  and  some  of  it  in  bringing  little  things  back 
to  my  friends  and  so  forth.  Take  it  all  in  all,  it  was  a  real,  real 
education  to  me  and  I  wish  every  one  of  you  could  have  the  priv- 
ilege of  going  over  to  that  Congress  and  seeing  the  way  that  they 
do  their  work,  the  scientific  manner  in  which  they  handle  it. 
(Prolonged  applause.) 

Delegate  McGoldrick  (Local  829,  Cohoes)  (Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Credentials)  :  As  Chairman  of  the  Credential 
Committee,  we  have  had  handed  in  the  following  credentials: 

From  the  New  York  Mills,  Local  753,  two  names,  Arthur 
Knutelski  and  Waltney  Mariby. 

Manchester  (N.  H.)  Local  1127. — Borace  Rivierie. 

Newmarket  (N.  H.)  Local  1069.— John  W.  Bober  and 
Rose  Hevey. 

Providence  (R.  L)  Local  574. — Francis  J.  Gorman. 
Fall  River  (Mass.)  Local  1231.— Simon  D.  Sullivan. 

(Convention  adjourned  at  2.10  P.  M.) 
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THIRD  SESSION. 


Wednesday  Morning,  October  6th,  1920. 

(The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  President  Golden  at  9:10 
o'clock  A.  M.) 

President  Golden  :  The  Convention  will  come  to  order.  The 
Secretary  will  proceed  to  call  the  roll. 

(Secretary  Conboy  called  the  roll;  all  delegates  present.) 

The  Secretary  will  now  read  some  communications  which 
she  has. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  I  received  two 
telegrams  last  evening  as  follows : 

"Knoxville,  Tenn.,  October  5th,  1920. 

"Sara  A.  Conboy,  Secretary-Treasurer, 

"United  Textile  Workers,  New  Manchester  House. 

"The  Mayor  and  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Knoxville 
extend  to  your  organization  an  urgent  invitation  to  hold  your  next 
annual  convention  in  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

"(Signed)  E.  W.  Neal,  Mayor."  (Applause.) 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  The  other  tele- 
gram is  as  follows : 

"Knoxville,  Tenn.,  October  5th,  1920. 

"Sarah  Conboy, 

"New  Manchester  House,  Manchester,  N.  H. 

"Central  Labor  LTnion  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  extend  invitation 
to  hold  your  next  convention  in  this  city. 

"(Signed)  W.  K.  Wolfe,  Secretary."  (Applause.) 

Delegate  Kraus  (Local  1206,  Willimantic)  (Reporting  for 
the  Auditing  Committee)  : 

REPORT  OF  THE  AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 

The  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  Twentieth  Annual  Convention 
of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America.  Greetings: 

We,  the  Auditing  Committee,  appointed  by  the  Emergency  Com- 
mittee to  audit  the  books  of  our  Secretary-Treasurer  for  eleven 
months  ending  August  31st,  1920,  bring  to  you  a  report  of  same 
for  your  approval. 
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We  have  gone  over  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  our  Inter- 
national Union  very  carefully  and  found  them  to  be  absolutely 
correct,  bearing  out  the  sworn  statements  of  Mr.  Forbes  Dun- 
derdale,  Certified  Public  Accountant. 

We  have  also  gone  over  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  "Tex- 
tile Journal/'  which  is  wholly  self-supporting,  and  found  same 
to  be  correct.  We  cannot  help  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  splendid 
way  the  Journal  has  been  handled  and  conducted.  We  note  in 
going  over  the  accounts  that  the  Journal  is  a  growing  and  paying 
proposition,  and  is  in  such  a  flourishing  condition  it  has  been 
able  to  turn  over  to  the  general  account  $22,000,  which  speaks 
well  for  its  prosperity.  This  is  mostly  due  to  the  advertising 
matters  and  not  to  general  subscriptions  from  our  members,  which 
are  very  small,  and  need  your  consideration. 

We  respectfully  wish  to  call  your  special  attention  to  the  enor- 
mous amount  of  money  paid  out  during  the  past  eleven  months 
for  strike  pay  and  death  benefits.  The  amount  paid  out  being 
$290,986.41. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  realize  the  vast  amount  of  business 
being  transacted  by  our  Iriternational  Union,  which  enables 
them  to  finance  strikes  of  the  vast  magnitude  they  have  unfor- 
tunately been  confronted  with  during  the  past  eleven  months. 

The  Committee  have  been  delightfully  surprised  at  the  ease 
and  simplicity  of  our  duties  in  auditing  the  books  of  the  Inter- 
national Union,  due  to  the  splendid  method  installed  by  our 
Secretary-Treasurer,  and  highly  commend  her  in  her  selection  of 
the  able  staff  of  office  assistants  in  our  main  office.  Respect- 
fully submitted,  Auditing  Committee.  (Signed),  Mame  Mc- 
Goldrick,  Chairman;  Frank  Kraus  and  John  A.  Wanless. 

September  30th,  1920. 

Chairman  McMahon  (Local  505,  Providence)  :  You  have 
heard  the  report,  what  is  your  pleasure? 

Delegate  Kelly  (Local  1137,  Manchester)  :  Mr.  President, 
I  move  you  that  the  report  of  the  Secretary  as  read  be  ap- 
proved. 

Delegate  Walsh  (Local  1137,  Manchester)  :  I  second  the 
motion.    Adopted  unanimously. 

Delegates,  Secretary-Treasurer  Conboy  wishes  the  floor  on  a 
special  order  of  business,  and  we  trust  the  delegates  present  will 
pay  the  closest  attention. 

Secretary-Treasurer  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  Mr. 
Chairman  and  Delegates:  As  we  travel  around  the  world  in 
various  places  we  have  often  heard  it  said  that  our  labor  move- 
ment was  an  ungrateful  labor  movement ;  that  it  cared  little  about 
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the  men  and  women  who  were  closely  associated  with  it  and  who 
gave  the  best  that  was  in  them  to  the  movement. 

I  am  saying  this  because  of  what  isi  going  to  follow,  because 
I  want  the  world  to  know  that  we  are  not  an  ungrateful  labor 
movement;  that  we  are  far  from  being  that.  The  older  dele- 
gates here  will  remember  that  at  several  conventions  we  had  a 
Southern  Delegate  with  us  who  was  a  member  of  our  Execu- 
tive Council.  Because  of  his  appearance  and  his  way  of  talking 
we  affectionately  dubbed  him  "Abraham  Lincoln/'  and  could 
not  give  a  better  name,  I  think,  to  most  any  man. 

I  refer  to  Mr.  Ledfred,  who  was  a  former  member  of  our 
Executive  Council.  Mr.  Ledfred  is  in  dire  straits  at  the  present 
time.  He  has  had  a  stroke  of  paralysis  and  I  understand  from 
delegates  from  Knoxville  that  he  is  totally  blind. 

During  the  week  previous  to  the  Convention  he  put  four  chil- 
dren in  the  orphan  asylum,  and  I  felt  that  if  we  could  see  our 
way  clear,  not  from  the  International  Union,  because  of  course 
we  have  no  funds  for  that  purpose,  but  I  felt  that  many  can 
always  help  one,  for  one  cannot  help  many.  I  do  not  think  that 
there  would  be  one  Delegate  at  this  Convention  that  would  feel 
any  poorer  when  this  Convention  closes  if  they  contributed  a  dollar 
or  whatever  they  felt  they  could  contribute  in  order  to  make  the 
closing  days  of  our  former  Executive  Council  member,  Ledferd, 
lighter. 

I  am  not  going  to  say  to  you  that  you  must  give  $10  or  any- 
thing if  you  do  not  want  to,  but  I  do  feel  that  it  would  be  an 
expression  of  sympathy  and  an  expression  to  Mr.  Ledfred  that 
we  appreciated  his  services  during  the  period  that  he  was  with 
us.  I  for  one  am  willing  to  give  my  contribution,  and  I  hope 
that  everybody  else  is  wilHng  to  do  the  same.  We  can  all  help 
one  when  one  could  not  help  many. 

The  other  day  we  sent  an  expression  of  love  to  a  Delegate 
in  the  hospital  sick,  and  I  think  it  would  hearten  up  former 
Executive  Member  Ledfred  and  perhaps  enable  him  to  take 
his  four  children  out  of  the  orphan  asylum  if  we  each  con- 
tributed a  small  share  and  do  without  some  little  thing  for 
ourselves.  (Applause.) 

Delegate  McGoldrick  (Local  899,  Cohoes)  :  I  think  that 
that  is  a  pretty  good  spirit  on  the  part  of  our  Secretary-Treas- 
urer. T  make  that  as  a  motion  that  we  each  contribute  at  least 
one  dollar  and  send  it  to  Brother  Ledfred. 

Delegate  Lac  kin  (Local  899,  Cohoes)  :  I  second  the  mo- 
tion.   Motion  adopted  unanimously. 

I'kksident  Golden  :  There  are  two  resolutions  here  that  have 
come  in  unsigned.  Tf  the  introducers  of  the  resolutions — we  are 
not  mind  readers — we  cannot  tell  until  they  put  the  gligna- 
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ture  on  who  has  introduced  the  resokition.  I  will  read  the 
resolution  and  then  perhaps  the  author  can  identify  the  reso- 
lution. 

''Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  of  this  Con- 
vention as  their  respective  locals,  do  demand  the  United  Garment 
Workers  Labels  in  their  garments." 

Delegate  O'Connor  (Local  1233,  Rockhill)  :    That  is  mine. 

President  Golden  :    All  right,  just  sign  that,  Mr.  O'Connor. 

Chairman  McMahon  (Local  505,  Providence)  :  There  is 
one  more. 

President  Golden  :  This  is  to  provide  all  members  of  our 
International  Union  with  the  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Convention. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  That  is  always 
done. 

Delegate  White  :  I  make  a  motion  that  at  11  o'clock  we  take 
a  recess  for  half  an  hour  to  have  a  group  picture  taken  of  this 
Convention  anywhere  the  photographer  designates. 

Delegate  Walsh  (Local  1137,  Manchaster)  :  I  second  the 
motion.  Adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Grievance  is  ready  to  report.  Delegate 
McMahon  ? 

Delegate  McMahon  (Local  505,  Providence)  (Chairman  of 
Committee  on  Grievances)  :  The  Secretary,  Brother  Greer,  will 
make  the  report.    Brother  Greer. 

Delegat  Greer  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  (Secretary  of  Com- 
mittee on  Grievances)  :  This  grievance  is  the  only  one  we  have 
at  the  present  time.  I  will  read  the  resolution  and  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Committee: 

RESOLUTION  NO.  7. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twentieth  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  Greeting: 

Whereas,  The  United  Textile  Workers  Local  771,  of  May- 
nard,  Mass.,  has  some  misunderstanding  and  dissatisfaction  with 
the  International  Officers  in  conducting  the  strike  in  Maynard 
last  November,  and 

Whereas,  We  believe  this  dissatisfaction  is  contagious  and 
causing  the  disruption  of  every  Local  Union  in  Maynard.  There- 
fore be  it 
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Resolved,  That  this  Convention  hear  all  the  evidence  of  the 
beginning  and  conduct  of  the  strike  in  Maynard,  Mass. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)    Francis  Hohnston, 
George  Waterhouse, 
Thomas  Smith. 

The  Grievance  Committee  recommends  that  the  matter  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Convention  in  accordance  with  the  desire  of  the 
Local  of  Maynard,  Mass.,  and  that  the  whole  matter  may  be 
gone  into  properly. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  move  that  we 
concur  in  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee. 

The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted. 

Delegate  McMahon  of  Committee  on  Grievances :  Your 
Committee  called  in  the  parties  at  issue  in  this  case  and  went 
into  some  of  the  matters  pertaining  to  it  and  recommend  as  our 
Secretary  said,  and  the  Delegates  from  Maynard,  particularly 
the  Delegate  from  the  Local  LJnion  of  Weavers,  Brother  Johns- 
ton, made  his  explanation.  I  believe  that  it  is  now  the  opportune 
time  for  Brother  Johnston  to  make  the  matter  known  pertaining 
to  Local  771. 

Delegate  Johnston  (Local  771,  Maynard)  spoke  at  length  in 
favor  of  the  resolution,  and  the  misconducting  of  the  strike  by 
the  General  Officers,  and  charged  that  the  agreement  upon  which 
the  strike  was  finally  settled  was  a  very  unsatisfactory  one  and 
was  never  accepted  by  Local  771. 

President  Golden  and  Vice-President  McMahon  spoke  at  length, 
giving  a  detailed  history  of  the  strike  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end,  and  submitted  a  copy  of  terms  of  agreement  made  with 
the  agent  of  the  American  Woolen  Company's  mill  at  Maynard, 
which  was  later  submitted  to  the  Local  Unions  of  Maynard  and 
accepted  by  all  of  them. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia) :  I  would 
like  to  ask  Organizer  Reagan  a  question  of  information  on  that. 

President  Golden:    Go  ahead. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia) :  There  are 
two  points  here  that  are  most  vital  to  this  Convention  to  con- 
sider. I  want  to  ask  Delegate  Reagan,  was  he  in  the  hall  of  the 
weavers  when  this  strike  vote  was  taken? 

Delegate  Reagan  (Local  26,  Lowell)  :    Yes,  sir. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  Did  you 
make  a  further  address  after  that  vote  was  taken  to  settle  that 
grievance  ? 
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Delegate  Reagan  (Local  26,  Lowell) :    No,  sir. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  Did  you 
advise  these  people  to  get  in  touch  with  the  home  office  before 
going  on  strike,  to  get  in  touch  with  the  home  office  for  fur- 
ther instructions? 

Delegate  Reagan  (Local  26,  Lowell)  :  Yes,  sir.  Just  as  I 
explained  here,  I  tried  to  have  them  lay  it  over  for  four  days. 

Delegte  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  That  is  all 
I  want  to  know. 

Delegate  Greer  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  move  that  we 
continue  this  and  finish  it  up  now. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

President  Golden  :  It  is  regularly  moved  and  seconded  that 
we  continue  this  and  finish  it  up  now. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order  on  the  motion  that  the  hour  of  adjournment  having 
arrived  that  this  be  the  first  order  of  business  tomorrow  morn- 
ing.   The  motion  of  Brother  Greer  conflicts. 

President  Golden  :  I  would  like  to  call  attention  of  Brother 
Hall  that  that  question  is  a  settled  one.  The  rules  call  for  ad- 
journment. Now,  if  you  want  to  make  a  motion  to  extend  that 
rule  go  on  with  the  business,  you  are  perfectly  in  order,  but 
no  motion — 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  insist  that  we 
live  up  to  the  rule  of  adjournment  on  account  of  the  automobile 
trip  this  afternoon. 

President  Golden  :  An  amendment  has  been  made  that  we 
continue  this  today.  All  we  have  to  do  is  to  accept  it  or  vote 
it  down. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :   All  right. 

President  Golden  :  The  amendment  is  that  we  continue  this 
question  until  we  settle  it.    Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

(Question  called  for.) 

President  Golden  :  AW  those  in  favor  of  the  amendment  will 
signify  by  saying  ''aye."  Those  opposed  ''no."  The  "noes"  seem 
to  have  it.    There  being  no  objection,  we  will  now  adjourn. 

The  Convention  adjourned  at  2:05  o'clock  p.  m. 
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FOURTH  SESSION. 


Thursday  Morning,  October  7,  1920 

President  Golden  :  The  first  order  of  business  this  morning 
is  the  continuation  of  the  Maynard  question. 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  I  wish  to 
oifer  a  motion  'here  that  the  greater  part  of  the  work  has  been 
done  and  I  offer  a  motion  here  that  the  speakers  be  limited  to 
five  minutes. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

Delegate  Thomas  (Local  1382,  Cornwall) :  I  would  like 
to  ask  for  a  point  of  information.  We  have  heard  this  case,  it 
took  up  pretty  nearly  an  hour  and  a  half  yesterday  and  I  am 
still  unable  to  understand  whether  Maynard  has  any  charges 
against  the  men  who  handled  the  situation.  If  they  have  no 
charges  this  whole  thing  is  out  of  order  because  they  have  not 
lived  up  to  the  International  Constitution,  which  says  that  charges 
must  be  preferred  in  writing. 

Our  Convention  has  been  called  for  doing  business  for  the 
U.  T.  W.  A.  and  I  would  like  to  know,  Mr.  Chairman,  are 
you  going  to  continue  this  session  and  allow  those  outside  people 
who  wish  to  criticize  the  faithful  action  of  our  representatives, 
take  up  the  good  time  of  the  U.  T.  W.  A.  when  we  should  be 
doing  work  for  our  own  people. 

President  Golden  :  There  is  a  motion  before  the  house  that 
the  debate  be  limited  to  five  minutes  for  each  speaker  during 
the  continuation  of  this.    It  is  my  duty  to  put  the  motion. 

Delegate  Thomas  (Local  1382,  Cornwall  )  :  I  would  like  to 
amend  the  motion  to  read  that  we  the  delegates  of  the  U.  T.  W.  A. 
go  on  record  as  endorsing  the  action  of  our  Organizer,  our  Presi- 
dent, our  First  Vice-President  in  the  Maynard  situation  and  get 
clear  of  it. 

Delegate  Darling,  Local  2000,  Almonte,  seconded  the  amend- 
ment. 

President  Golden  :  The  motion  is  that  the  debate  on  this 
Maynard  question  be  limited  to  five  minutes  to  each  speaker. 
The  amendment  is  to  endorse  the  action  of  the  President,  the 
Vice-President  and  Organizer  Reagan  in  their  actions  on  the 
Maynard  strike.  The  amendment  goes  first.  Is  there  any- 
thing to  be  said  on  the  amendment  ? 

If  they  have  anything  in  their  minds  on  this  question,  I 
think  we  ought  to  give  them  an  opportunity  to  say  it  and  then 
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decide  it.  I  wish  that  Delegate  Thomas  would  withdraw  his 
amendment  and  let  us  have  this  question  and  any  further  matter 
heard  on  this  question  and  then  have  the  amendment  that  he 
has  made  before  the  convention  and  put  it  before  the  conven- 
tion and  decide  the  question  once  and  for  all. 

Delegate  Thomas  (Local  1382,  Cornwall)  :  I  will  agree  to 
withdraw  my  amendment. 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  I  think  I 
made  a  motion  and  I  think  you  ought  to  place  it  before  the 
convention.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  business  here  that  is  to 
be  transacted  and  this  is  Thursday  morning. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  The  law  provides  for  five  minutes  discussion  only. 
I  make  my  point  on  that. 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelp^hia)  :  All  right. 
I  will  withdraw  the  motion. 

President  Golden  :  The  withdrawal  of  the  amendment  and 
motion  leaves  the  question  open  for  debate  according  to  the 
Constitution. 

Delegate  Beaton  (Local  1137,  Manchester):  1  think  we 
have  heard  this  thing  argued  pro  and  con  and  I  would  rise  to 
make  a  motion  that  we  endorse  the  action  of  the  International 
officers. 

Delegate  Gray  (Local  678,  Paterson)  :  I  second  the  motion. 

Chairman  McMahon  (Local  505,  Providence)  :  It  is  regu- 
larly moved  and  seconded  that  the  action  of  the  International 
Officers  be  endorsed  in  this  question  relative  to  Local  771  of 
Maynard. 

Delegate  Zuersher  (Local  1058,  Paterson)  :  It  is  my  opinion 
ion,  Mr.  President,  that  it  is  too  early  in  the  game  to  endorse 
the  action  of  either  the  officers  of  this  organization  or  the  local 
in  Maynard.  Inasmuch  as  the  officers  themselves  have  stated 
that  this  question  came  on  the  floor  without  their  being  pre- 
pared, I  make  an  amendment  to  the  motion  that  the  question 
of  the  Maynard  grievance  be  left  in  the  hands  of  a  special 
committee  to  investigate  this  within  the  next  few  months. 

I  think  that  is  the  best  way  out  of  this  difficulty. 

Delegate  Hayes  (Local  439,  Paterson)  :  We  have  heard  this 
question  thrashed  pro  and  con  on  the  floor.  There  are  only  two 
things  to  be  done.  One  is,  either  to  send  it  back  to  be  further 
investigated  or  else  turn  down  your  amendment  and  bring  up  the 
original  motion  to  settle  the  thing  right  here.    As  one  member  of 
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this  convention  I  think  that  there  has  been  enough  pro  and  con 
on  it. 

I  move  that  we  vote  on  the  amendment  of  the  motion.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

Delegate  Wilkinson  (Local  696,  Philadelphia)  :  I  would 
like  to  vote  intelligently.  There  is  one  question  I  want  to  ask. 
Through  you  I  would  like  to  ask  Brother  Johnston  this  question. 
You  say  that  the  telegram  was  received  at  your  meeting  and 
turned  down? 

Delegate  Johnston  (Local  771,  Maynard)  :  Certainly. 

Delegate  Wilkinson  (Local  696,  Philadelphia)  :  Before  you 
went  on  the  strike? 

Delegate  Johnston  (Local  771,  Maynard)  :  Certainly. 

Delegate  Wilkinson  (Local  696,  Philadelphia)  :  That  settles 

it. 

Chairman  McMahon  :  All  those  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
that  a  special  committee  be  appointed  to  take  up  this  whole 
matter  and  investigate,  and  if  found  that  there  is  something 
to  report,  to  report  it  at  the  next  convention.  All  those  in  favor 
of  that  amendment  will  please  show  hands.  The  Secretary  will 
count  the  hands. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  Four  m  favor. 

Chairman  McMahon  (Local  505,  Providence)  :  All  those 
against  will  please  raise  their  hands.  Down  hands.  Motion  is 
overwhelmingly  lost. 

Now  the  original  motion  that  the  action  of  the  International 
Officers  be  endorsed  relative  to  Local  771,  Maynard.  As  many 
as  are  in  favor  of  that  will  make  it  manifest  by  raising  the 
hands.  (Practically  all  in  the  convention  raised  their  hands.) 
All  opposed  please  raise  their  hands.    The  secretary  will  count. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  Four  opposed. 

Chairman  McMahon  (Local  505,  Providence)  :  The  motion 
is  carried.  (Prolonged  Applause.) 

Delegates  Reagan,  Webber,  Conboy,  Hall,  Greer,  Gray,  Wil- 
kinson, Powers,  White,  Gehan,  Eatough,  Zuersher,  Hayes,  also 
spoke  on  the  question. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  would  like  to 
make  a  motion  that  in  the  event  of  the  office  sending  out  any 
letter  giving  permission  for  a  strike,  they  also  inject  in  that 
letter  that  the  parties  receiving  it  must  wait  until  some  Inter- 
national Officer  comes  to  handle  that  strike  prior  to  being  en- 
tered into. 
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(President  Golden  resumed  the  Chair.) 

President  Golden  :  That  is  the  law  and  the  custom.  It  is 
always  done. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  That  is  not  the 
law  in  regard  to  the  sending  of  it  in  a  letter.  This  is  a  case 
where  the  letter  apparently  led  these  men  astray. 

President  Golden:  That  is  the  law  in  the  Constitution.  If 
we  are  going  to  send  letters  for  every  clause  in  the  Constitution, 
you  had  better  get  about  forty  secretaries.  That  is  the  law. 
Let  me  explain  that  whenever  a  grievance  comes  into  the  office, 
it  is  either  endorsed,  or  it  is  not  endorsed.  When  it  is  endorsed, 
the  Secretary  is  immediately  notified  of  the  law  and  told  into 
whose  hands  the  grievance  has  been  put.  That  is  the  custom 
in  every  grievance.  Every  Secretary  of  a  local  union  knows 
that. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  I  would 
like  to  oflfer  a  motion  at  this  time  but  I  would  like  to  preface 
the  motion  somehow.  The  Secretary  has  just  announced  that 
there  are  about  35  resolutions  yet  to  come  in  front  of  the  con- 
vention and  that  a  good  many  of  them  are  going  to  take  up 
considerable  time.  We  have  tomorrow  the  election  of  officers 
and  that  is  going  to  take  up  considerable  time. 

I  think,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  convention  should  adjourn  at 
half  past  twelve  and  resume  at  two  o'clock  and  stay  in  session 
until  five  o'clock. 

Delegate  MacFarlane  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  second 
the  motion.    Motion  adopted. 

Delegate  Saxton  (Local  1299,  Millville)  (Secretary  of  Com- 
mittee on  Labels)  :  We  have  examined  184  delegates.  We  have 
not  examined  27,  Lady  delegates  40,  making  a  total  of  251. 

Now,  there  are  from  New  York,  seven  delegates  absent — Utica, 
one;  Sidney,  one;  New  York  Mills,  two;  Cohoes,  three.  Phil- 
adelphia, two  absent.  New  Hampshire,  Laconia,  one;  Newmar- 
ket, two;  making  a  total  of  three.  New  Jersey,  Millville,  one. 
North  Caroline,  13  absent.  Canada,  Montreal,  one.  Twenty- 
seven  total  not  examined. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
on  the  Committee  on  Labels.  What  is  the  pleasure  of  the  con- 
vention as  to  that  report? 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  I  move  that 
it  be  received. 

Delegate  Creech  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  Second  it. 
Adopted. 


64 


TWENTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  (Secretary 
of  Committee  on  Resolutions)  : 

RESOLUTION  NO.  20. 

To  the  officers  and  Delegates  in  convention  assembled  in 
Manchester,  N.  H. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  there  are  many  textile  workers  through- 
out the  Southern  States  still  working  from  55  to  60  hours  per 
week,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  that  this  20th  Annual  Convention  go  on  record  as 
instructing  the  officials  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  Amer- 
ica to  do  all  in  their  power  at  what  they  consider  the  most  oppor- 
tune time  to  secure  the  48  hour  work  week  for  the  United 
Textile  Workers  of  America  throughout  the  United  States  of 
America. 

(Signed)  Edward  O'Connor  Local  1233 
L.  M.  Earnhardt  Local  1222 
W.  G.  Walters  Local  1238 
M.  A.  Hinson  Local  1217 
E.  L.  Chapman  Local  1226 
A.  E.  Harwell         Local  1216 


Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  (Secretary 
of  Committee  on  Resolutions)  :  Your  Committee  concurs  in  this 
resolution. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee. I  would  suggest  that  the  Secretary  or  President  of  each 
Committee  on  making  the  report,  in  order  to  save  time,  that 
whatever  they  do,  whether  concurrence  or  non-concurrence,  that 
they  also  make  a  motion  to  adopt. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  I  move  the 
adoption  of  the  report. 

Seconded. 

Delegate  Darling  (Local  2000,  Almonte)  :  That  Resolution 
just  says  the  United  States.  There  are  Canadian  Delegates 
here.  Would  it  be  in  order  for  the  Committee  to  amend  that 
resolution  stating  Canada  as  well  as  the  United  States  and  not 
forget  Canada  in  many  of  those  resolutions. 

President  Golden  :  The  delegate  has  asked  the  question  that 
inasmuch  as  Canada  is  a  part  of  this  United  Textile  Workers 
of  America,  that  we  should  take  care  of  Canada  in  the  Resolu- 
tions. 

Delegate  Creech  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  (Chairman  of 
Committee  on  Resolutions)  :  I  move  that  the  resolution  be  re- 
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submitted  for  the  purpose  of  considering  Canada.  It  was  an 
oversight  probably  not  taken  into  consideration. 

Delegate  Starr  (Local  678,  Paterson)  :  If  you  will  accept 
an  amendment  I  would  like  to  make  one.  Mr.  President  and 
delegates  I  might  say  that  this  matter  was  one  of  a  shorter  work 
week  and  I  was  in  hopes  after  the  Baltimore  Convention  that 
we  would  come  here  and  try  to  legislate  for  a  forty-four  hour 
week,  which  we  have  done  in  silk,  but  I  can  see  it  is  impossible 
at  the  present  time  to  do  that  owing  to  the  fact  that  we  have  a 
large  number  of  textile  workers  who  are  working  all  kinds  of 
hours  up  to  sixty. 

I  will  make  a  motion  to  amend  the  resolution  to  read  that 
the  officers  of  the  Association,  the  incoming  othcers  be  in- 
structed to  make  the  forty-eight  hour  fight  in  any  locality  Where 
we  have  got  textile  workers  where  it  becomes  necessary. 

Delegate  O'Connor  (Local  1233,  Rock  Hill)  :  I  second  the 
motion.     (Which  was  adopted  unanimously.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  18 

Whereas,  believing  that  the  co-operative  movement  is  of  great 
benefit  to  the  workers  and  further  believing  that  this  Interna- 
tional Union  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  should 
do  all  in  their  power  to  advance  the  co-operative  movement, 
therefore  be  it  » 

Resolved,  that  a  sum  of  not  less  than  $1000  nor  exceeding 
$5000  shall  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  officers  of  this  Inter- 
national Union  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  the 
co-operative  movement  among  the  members  of  this  International 
Union. 

(Signed)       Horace  D.  Wilkinson 
Daniel  O'Donnell 
Arthur  McDonnell 
Luke  Blaik 
^  James  Wostenholme 

Samuel  Greer 
George  Creech 
Matt  MacFarlane 
William  Nixon 

Your  Committee  concurs  in  this  resolution  and  so  move. 

Motion  is  seconded. 


President  Golden  :  Would  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  have 
any  objection  to  my  offering  a  suggestion? 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  (Secretar>' 
of  Committee  on  Resolutions)  :  No. 
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President  Golden  :  That  the  resolution  read  instead  of  being 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  officers,  to  be  appropriated  from  the 
funds  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  to  be  ex- 
pended toward  furthering  the  co-operative  movement  and  that 
the  matter  of  its  expenditure  be  left  in  the  hands,  you  can  say 
either  of  the  officers  or  Executive  Council.  The  reason  I  make 
that  is  that  it  would  mean  that  you  would  take  that  sum  from 
the  funds  and  then  you  name  those  who  must  have  the  expend- 
ing of  it,  because  if  I  happen  to  be  an  officer  again  in  the 
coming  year,  why  I  would  have  some  responsibility  for  the 
expenditure  of  that  fund  besides  myself  or  my  board  officers. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  (Secretary 
of  Committee  on  Resolutions)  :  I  believe,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  In- 
ternational Officers  would  have  this  sum  appropriated  from  the 
funds  of  the  International  Union  and  as  they  were  in  direct 
touch  that  they  would  use  their  discretion  as  to  the  best  purpose 
that  this  money  could  be  used  for  along  furthering  those  lines. 

President  Golden  :  As  long  as  it  is  well  understood.  You 
heard  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  and  the  mo- 
tion to  adopt.    Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

President  Golden  :  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  signify 
by  saying  "aye".  Those  opposed  "no".  It  is  a  unanimous  vote 
and  so  ordered. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  (Secretary 
of  Committee  on  Resolutions)  :  Resolution  31 

RESOLUTION  NO.  31 

Whereas,  the  American  Press  has  tremendous  power  in  mold- 
ing public  opinion,  and,  whereas  in  many  instances  the  American 
Press  has  used  the  power  gar'bling  the  news,  withholding  facts 
and  editorial  comments,  to  discredit  labor  and  its  struggles  for 
higher  and  better  life,  and 

Whereas,  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  has  many  con- 
stituents working  on  the  Press,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  that  we,  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  Amer- 
ica, in  convention  assembled  in  Manchester,  N.  H.,  October  4, 
1920,  instruct  the  incoming  delegates  to  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  Convention  to  be  held  in  Denver,  Colorado,  in  1921, 
to  present  this  grievance  and  ask  that  all  printing  trades  use  all 
fair  means  to  stop  the  vicious  attacks  of  the  American  Press  on 
American  Labor  and  its  struggles. 

Respectfully  submitted 

J.  E.  Garrfty,  Local  1232,  Providence.  R.  I. 

Your  Committee  non-concurs  in  this  resolution  and  so  recom- 
mends. 
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President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  resolution  and  the 
motion  to  non-concur.    Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

President  Golden  :  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  w^ill 
signify  by  saying  "aye".  Those  opposed  "no".  It  is  a  unan- 
imous vote  and  so  ordered. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  (Secretary 
of  Committee  on  Resolutions)  : 

RESOLUTION  NO.  17 

Whereas,  believing  that  there  is  a  movement  on  foot  on  the 
part  of  certain  people  of  this  United  States  to  have  laws  passed 
in  this  country  for  the  purpose  of  making  this  nation  a  military 
nation  that  will  probably  equal,  if  not  excel,  the  well-known 
military  power  of  Germany,  and 

Whereas,  believing  that  if  such  comes  to  pass,  this  country 
would  eventually  meet  the  same  fate  that  befell  Germany,  and 
further  believing  that  there  is  no  place  in  this  Nation  for  a 
large  military  power,  and,  further  believing  that  certain  in- 
terests is  only  conducting  their  campaign  for  conscription  of  an 
army  during  the  time  of  peace,  in  the  way  of  compulsory  mil- 
itary training.    Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  delegates  assembled!  at  the  Twen 
tieth  Annual  Convention  of  the  U.  T.  W.  of  A.  hereby  go  on 
record  as  being  opposed  to  any  laws  that  calls  for  compulsory 
military  training  in  time  of  peace,  or  any  other  laws  that  has 
any  tendency  to  strengthen  the  militarism  of  this  country.  And 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  here  assembled  go  back  to 
their  locals  and  urge  them  to  get  in  touch  with  their  Congres- 
sional and  Senatorial  candidates  and  get  the  opinion  of  said 
candidates  on  military  laws. 

(Signed)       W^illiam  Nixon 

Horace  D.  Wilkinson 
Samuel  Greer 
Matt  MacFarlane 
Tobias  Hall 
Geo.  Creech 
Gustave  Gieges 
Wm.  J.  Taylor 

Your  Committee  concurs  in  this  resolution  and  so  moves  to 
adopt. 

Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 

Delegate  Starr  (Local  678,  Paterson)  :  I  notice  that  in  some 
of  these  resolutions  the  Committee  non-concurs.    If     I  were 
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making  a  resolution  to  this  convention  and  my  resolution  was 
being  considered,  not  concurred  in,  I  would  like  to  know  it 
when  I  came  back,  providing  I  were  on  a  Committee.  I  would 
move  that  the  Resolutions  Committee  if  they  have  any  that  they 
have  not  concurred  in  and  the  men  are  out  on  Committees,  that 
they  be  sent  for  and  given  a  chance  to  state  their  reasons. 

The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted. 
Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia;  : 

RESOLUTION  NO.  2 

Whereas,  the  Savings  Division  of  the  United  States  Treas- 
ury Department  is  now  engaged  in  furthering  a  plan  of  savings 
whereby  every  individual  may  be  able  to  safely  and  profitably 
invest  amounts  as  small  as  twenty-five  cents  for  future  protec- 
tion; and 

Whereas,  the  wage-earners  of  the  country  are  being  ap- 
proached from  every  side  by  schemes  to  advance  saving;  there- 
fore be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America 
in  convention  assembled,  Manchester,  N.  H.,  October,  1920,  en- 
dorse the  Savings  Movement  of  our  Government  and  recom- 
mend to  our  membership  throughout  the  land  the  securities  is- 
sued by  the  Treasury  Department  in  the  form  of  Thrift  Stamps 
and  Government  Savings  Stamps,  as  the  safest  investment  for 
workers  and  which  can  be  secured  on  easy  payment  and  saved 
to  exchange  for  the  larger  Government  securities,  such  as: 
Treasury  Savings  Certificates,  Liberty  Bonds  and  Victory  Notes, 
all  of  which  are  protected  by  the  resources  of  the  Nation  and 
will  pay  par  value — plus  interest  accrued — when  due ;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Hon.  David  F.  Houston ;  to  Govern- 
ment Savings  Director  William  Mather  Lewis,  Washington, 
D.  C. ;  and,  also,  that  it  be  published  in  our  official  organ  "The 
Textile  Worker"  so  that  our  members  may  read  and  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  opportunity  offered  by  the  Government  to  pro- 
tect their  savings. 

(Signed)       Thomas  F.  McMahon 
Frank  W.  Kraus 
Sara  A.  Conboy 

Your  Committee  concurs  in  this  resolution  and  moves  the 
adoption  of  the  report. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 
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Delegate  Darling  (Local  2000,  Almonte)  :  May  I  ask  that 
that  resolution  be  changed  so  that  it  includes  Canaaa.  We  have 
Thrift  Stamps  which  are  just  as  much  Government  savings  as 
you  have  here,  practically  the  same  thing  and  we  are  just  as 
much  interested  in  that.  As  that  resolution  is  worded  now,  it 
includes  only  the  United  States,  not  Canada. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  (Secretary 
of  Committee  on  Resolutions)  :  The  Committee  feels  that  this 
does  not  stop  anybody  whether  they  be  from  Canada  or  any 
place  else  from  buying  these  stamps;  any  member  of  this  organ- 
ization or  anybody  else  may  invest  in  these  securities. 

Delegate  Darling  (Local  2000,  Almonte)  :  May  I  say  that 
one  of  the  Canadian  delegates  has  just  told  me  that  we  are  going 
to  hold  a  meeting  right  after  the  session  and  she  states  that 
there  will  be  a  resolution  in  regard  to  that  put  in  later.  I  with- 
draw my  suggestion  under  those  circumstances. 

Delegate  Long  (Local  4499,  Cohoes) :  It  seems  to  me  that 
sometimes  this  organization  is  a  misnomer — I  may  be  wrong 
in  my  suggestion  but  it  seems  to  me  that  when  you  style  your- 
selves the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  you  mean  any 
of  the  countries  continentally  speaking.  We  are  simply  the 
United  States  as  an  individual  Nation.  The  Textile  Workers 
of  America  includes  both  Canada  and  Mexico  and  the  United 
States. 

President  Golden  :  That  is  why  we  use  the  word  Interna- 
tional. 

Delegate  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Resolutions.  You  have  also  heard  the  amendment 
to  strike  out  the  words  that  you  are  all  familiar  with.  The 
amendment  goes  first.  All  those  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
signify  by  saying  **aye".  Those  opposed  "no".  The  "noes" 
seem  to  have  it.  I  wish  everybody  would  vote.  I  will  put  the 
amendment  again.  All  those  in  favor  of  the  amendment  to  strike 
out  the  words  read  out  to  you;  that  is  a  substitute  for  the  Com- 
mittee's report,  signify  by  saying  "aye".  Those  opposed  "no". 
The  "noes"  seem  to  have  it.  The  "noes"  have  it  and  it  is  so 
ordered. 

The  question  recurs  on  the  acceptance  of  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions  report  as  read  by  the  Secretary.  All  those  in  favor 
of  the  motion  signify  by  saying  "aye".  Those  opposed  "no". 
The  "ayes"  seem  to  have  it.  The  "ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so 
ordered.    The  report  is  accepted. 

Delegates  Eatough,  Bradley,  Darling,  Long,  West,  also  spoke 
on  the  question. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  (Secretary 
of  Committee  on  Resolutions)  : 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  19. 

Whereas,  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  is  expressive  of 
labor  for  freedom  and  has  ever  raised  its  voice  in  protest  at 
oppression  and  misrule,  and  - 

Whereas,  the  Montreal  Convention  of  the  Federation  of  La- 
bor went  on  record  as  demanding  self-determination  for  the 
Irish  people  and 

Whereas,  each  week  that  has  elapsed  since  then  has  seen  a 
recurrence  of  oppression  and  repression,  of  indignities,  out- 
rageous abuse,  massacre  and  assassination,  visited  upon  Ireland 
and  Irish  people  by  the  misguided  officials  of  Great  Britain  in 
their  policy  of^  despotic  misrule,  and 

Whereas,  the  English  Government  is  now  seeking  to  destroy 
through  military  force  the  Republican  form  of  government  es- 
tablished by  the  Irish  people  and 

Whereas,  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  Senate  of  the 
L^nited  States,  the  British  Trades  and  Labor  Congress,  the  Labor 
movement  of  Australia,  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  as 
well  as  the  liberty-loving  people  of  the  world  have  repeatedly 
urged  the  British  Government  to  fully  recognize  the  rights  of 
the  Irish  people  to  self-determination,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  that  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America 
in  the  Twentieth  Annual  Convention  assembled,  endorse  the  ac- 
tion of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  and  demand  that  the 
military  forces  of  occupation  in  Ireland  be  withdrawn  from  that 
country  and  that  the  Irish  people  be  allowed  to  guide  their  own 
destinies  as  proclaimed  by  President  Wilson  in  the  Manifests 
issued  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  same  as  all 
other  nations  recently  given  their  freedom,  comprising  his  four- 
teen points  and  agreed  to  by  the  British  Government  and  its 
Allies  in  the  recent  World  War. 

(Signed) 

John  J.  Dean 
Hector  Bishop 
Denis  M.  Fleming 
John  J.  Berry 
John  Hanley 
Mrs.  Annie  Reagan 
Thomas  J.  Reagan 
Luke  Blair 
John  F.  Whalen 
Yvonne  Harbor 
James  Heron 
Thomas  Beaton 
Thomas  F.  McMahon 
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Daniel  O'Donnell 
James  B.  McCarthy 
William  P.  Reagan 
Edward  F.  Callaghan 
Arthur  McDonnell 
James  Wostenholme 
Samuel  West 
Mary  C.  Flemming 
James  Van  Vliet 
John  H.  Powers 
Frank  McKosky 
John  T.  Kelly 
Martin  Lyons 
Mary  Kelleher 

Your  Committee  concurs  in  the  resolution  and  so  moves. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  resolution  as  read 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  and  the  mo- 
tion to  adopt.    Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

(Question  is  called  for.) 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  Delegate  O'Don- 
nell, that  includes  all  nations  does  it? 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  (Secretary 
of  Committee  on  Resolutions)  :  This  resolution  just  says  the 
Freedom  of  Ireland. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
would  like  to  ask  you  that  all  nations  be  included,  that  all  nations 
have  the  right  of  self-determination.  (Applause.) 

I  make  that  as  an  amendment. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  (Secretary 
of  Committee  on  Resolutions)  :  The  Committee  concurred  in 
the  resolution.  It  is  now  up  to  the  convention.  You  sent  out 
for  the  members  of  the  Committees  who  signed  this  resolution. 
The  Committee  moved  to  adopt  the  resolution. 

Ppesident  Golden:  If  there  are  no  objections  from  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions,  the  Convention  will  con- 
sider that  the  words  "Self-determination  for  all  nations"  is 
included  in  the  resolution. 

Delegate  Walters  (Local  1112,  Montreal)  :  I  would  make 
a  motion  to  scratch  out  the  words  "Murder  and  massacre,"  in 
the  resolution.  That  is  the  only  thing  I  ask.  I  trust  that  you 
American  brethren  will  be  good  enough  to  do  that  for  your 
Canadian  brothers. 

President  Golden  :  Do  you  make  that  as  an  amendment  ? 
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Delegate  Walters  (Local  1112,  Montreal)  :  As  a  motion. 

President  Golden  :  That  would  amend  the  Committee's  Re- 
port. 

Delegate  Walters  (Local  1112,  Montreal)  :  I  make  it  as  an 
amendment. 

Delegates  Darling,  O'Donnell,  Walters,  Flannigan,  Cox.  Pur- 
cell,  also  spoke  on  the  question. 

President  Golden  :  The  question  has  been  called  for  in  no 
unmistakable  terms.  The  amendment  is  that  the  words  "mur- 
ders and  massacres"  be  stricken  out  of  the  resolution. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  The  word  ''mur- 
der" is  not  in  the  resolution. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  (Secretary 
of  Committee  on  Resolutions)  :  Massacre  and  assassmation. 

President  Golden  :  The  question  resolves  itself  on  the  amend- 
ment first.  All  those  in  favor  of  the  amendment  will  signify 
by  saying  "aye".  Those  opposed  "no".  The  "noes"  seem  to 
have  it,  the  "noes"  have  it. 

The  question  now  resolves  itself  to  the  acceptance  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions.  All  those  in  favor  of 
accepting  the  report  will  signify  by  saying  "aye".  Those  op- 
posed "no".  The  "ayes"  seem  to  have  it.  The  "ayes"  have  it 
and  the  report  is  accepted. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  (Secretary 
of  Committee  on  Resolutions)  : 

RESOLUTION  NO.  23. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  United  Textile  Workers 
of  America  in  Convention  Assembled : 

At  a  meeting  held  recently  by  the  woolen  and  worsted  weav- 
ers' union  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  the  following  resolution  was 
presented  and  unanimously  adopted,  hoping  that  your  honorable 
body  will  give  earnest  consideration. 

Whereas,  the  Officers  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  Amer- 
ica have  continually  been  accused  of  going  into  conference  with 
agents  of  corporations  alone  to  take  up  matters  that  affect  the 
workers  as  a  whole,  said  action  causing  much  discontent  among 
the  workers, 

Whereas,  believing  our  officers  and  our  International  Union 
should  be  protected  against  such  charges,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  that  in  the  future  any  officer  of  the  United 
Textile  Workers  of  America  going  into  a  conference  with  any 
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representative  of  any  corporation  on  any  matter  pertaining  to 
.labor  must  have  a  committee  from  the  local  or  locals  which 
has  the  grievance  for  which  it  asked  aid  of  the  International. 

Respectfully  submitted 

(Signed)       William  Leaver,  L.  U.  1061. 

Your  Committee  non-concurs  in  this  resolution  and  so  recom- 
mends. 

Delegate  Garrity  (Local  1232,  Providence)  :  I  would  like  to 
ask  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  why  they  did  not  concur? 

Delegate  Creech  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  (Chairman  of 
Comrr^ittee  on  Resolutions)  :  Mr.  President,  I  believe  there  are 
quite  a  number  of  delegates  here  at  this  convention  who  heard 
it  fully  discussed  on  the  merits  and  demerits  of  this  question  at 
the  Baltimore  Convention.  I  believe  everybody  was  satisfied 
then  when  the  convention  went  on  record  voting  on  the  reso- 
lution— if  my  memory  serves  me  right  it  came  from  Paterson, 
New  Jersey — that  we  had  done  the  proper  thing. 

As  a  delegate  to  that  convention  and  as  a  member  of  this 
Resolutions  Committee,  I  believe  the  Resolutions  Committee  used 
their  best  judgment  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Textile  Work- 
ers in  recommending  a  non-concurrence  in  this  resolution.  While 
it  is  true  that  there  has  been  peddling  statements  and  misstate- 
ments, using  them  as  propaganda  to  tear  down  he  organization 
they  will  only  take  some  other  means  to  do  this  work  if  this  is 
passed. 

As  far  as  the  officers  going  into  the  office,  what  have  the  dele- 
gates or  members  of  the  organization  to  fear?  When  the  Inter- 
national President  or  any  other  representative  of  this  organ- 
ization goes  into  the  offices,  he  does  not  go  there  lo  present  the 
grievance  but  he  goes  there  for  the  purpose  of  getting  infor- 
mation. After  the  information  is  received,  he  is  in  a  measure 
between  those  involved  in  the  trouble  and  the  firm  with  whom 
he  is  doing  business.  And  when  settlement  is  made  it  is  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  organization  that  makes  the  settlement  at 
all  times. 

Very  often  right  in  the  city  where  I  come  from,  they  have 
to  have  either  an  International  Officer  or  a  representative  of  the 
State  Department  or  any  Department  of  Labor  to  go  ino  the 
offices  at  night,  if  he  could  not  get  in  there  during  the  daytime,  for 
the  very  purpose  of  bringing  about  a  meeting  of  both  sides.  Now 
if  this  resolution  that  you  propose  is  passed,  you  oar  the  way 
of  carrying  through  that  very  thing. 

I  believe  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  should  be  con- 
curred in  for  the  best  interests  of  the  organization. 

(The  question  again  called  for.) 
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President  Golden  :  I  have  got  to  obey  the  will  of  the  con- 
vention. All  those  in  favor  of  the  question  now  being  put  will 
signify  by  saying  *'aye".  Those  opposed,  "no".  The  '*ayes" 
have  it.    The  question  recurs  on  the  acceptance  of  the  report. 

Delegate  Bennett  (Local  799,  Pawtucket)  :  I  want  a  divi- 
sion on  this  question  now. 

President  Golden  :  The  delegate  has  asked  for  a  division  on 
the  last  vote.  You  may  put  a  viva-voce  vote  again  to  see  if  we 
can  determine  it.  The  question  is  on,  shall  the  previous  ques- 
tion now  be  put?  All  those  in  favor  of  the  question  will  sig- 
nify by  saying  "aye".    Those  opposed  "no". 

Do  you  still  demand  a  division? 

Delegate  Bennett  (Local  799,  Pawtucket)  :  No,  sir,  I  am 
satisfied. 

President  Golden  :  The  question  now  recurs  on  the  accept- 
ance of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  and  the 
non-concurrence  in  the  resolution.  All  those  hi  lavor  of  the 
acceptance  of  the  report  will  signify  by  saying  "aye".  Those 
opposed  "no". 

The  Chair  is  in  doubt. 

A  Delegate:  A  division. 

President  Golden  :  A  division  is  being  called  for.  Delegate 
White  will  proceed  to  the  other  end  of  the  room  and  count  the 
hands  going  down  and  Secretary-Treasurer  Conboy  will  count 
going  up. 

President  Golden  :  All  those  in  favor  of  accepting  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  to  non-concur  in  the  resolution  will  raise 
their  right  hand  and  keep  it  there  until  counted. 

(Secretary-Treasurer  counted  hands.) 

President  Golden  :  All  those  opposed  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  will  signify  by  raising  hands. 

The  secretary  will  announce  the  vote. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  173  in  favor  of 
the  report  and  63  opposed.  (Applause.) 

Delegates  Brady,  Beardsley,  Barnhardt,  Garrity,  O'Donnell, 
Webber,  Johnston,  also  spoke  on  the  question. 

President  Golden  :  The  report  of  the  committee  is  adopted. 
The  hour  of  adjournment  has  arrived  and  the  convention  stands 
adjourned. 
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FIFTH  SESSION. 


Thursday  Afternoon,  October  7,  1920 

(The  Fifth  Session  was  called  to  order  by  President  Golden 
at  2 :30  p.  m.) 

What  is  the  pleasure  of  the  convention  in  regard  to  calling 
the  roll  in  this  afternoon  session. 

Delegate  Starr  (Local  678,  Paterson)  :  I  move  that  we  dis- 
pense with  the  calling  of  the  roll. 

Motion  seconded  and  adopted. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  (Secretary 
of  Committee  on  Resolutions)  : 

RESOLUTION  NO.  34. 

Inasmuch  as  in  the  various  trade  unions  of  the  country  there 
is  considerable  discussion  relative  to  the  now  existing  govern- 
ment of  Russia  and  inasmuch  as  there  are  many  conflicting  re- 
ports and  statements  as  to  whether  this  form  of  Government  is 
beneficial  to  the  workers  of  that  country  or  whether  it  is  really 
a  representative  Government  and  inasmuch  as  many  workers — 
member  of  our  unions  are  forming  and  moulding  opinions  for 
and  against  this  form  of  government  without  any  authentic  in- 
formation, therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  that  the  delegates  to  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  urge  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  investigate  and 
ascertain  the  true  facts  and  actual  conditions  of  the  formation 
and  operation  of  the  present  Russian  Government  as  to  its  rela- 
tion to  the  workers'  welfare  and  its  attitude  toward  trade  union 
organizations. 

(Signed)  Gustave  Geiges  L.  U.  706 
Ellis  Stanney  L.  U.  706 
Frank  McKosky  L.  U.  706 

Your  Committee  concurs  in  this  resolution  and  so  moves. 

The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  (Secretary 
of  Committee  on  Resolutions)  : 

RESOLUTION  NO.  37. 

That  we,  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  in  Con- 
vention assembled  to  transact  our  yearly  business  in  an  efficient 
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and  harmonious  manner  consistent  with  the  full  discussion  of 
each  subject  and  knowing  from  past  experience  how  short  the 
time  is  at  our  disposal  for  the  increasing  business  every  year, 
and  knowing  how  we  lose  valuable  time  and  create  rancor  and 
bad  feeling  by  allowing  racial  and  political  discussions  totally 
foreign  to  the  business  of  the  textile  workers,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  that  all  racial  and  political  subjects  iiol  directly 
connected  with  textile  work  be  barred  from  this  convention. 

On  behalf  of  local  604  of  Pawtucket. 

(Signed)  Joseph  Singleton  Local  604 
Wilton  H.  Getty  Local  505 
Harry  Newton       Local  503 

Your  Committee  non-concurs  in  this  resolution  and  we  so 
move. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  adopted. 

Delegates  Singleton,  Newton,  O'Donnell,  Powers,  Darling,  also 
spoke  on  the  question. 

RESOLUTION  NO  39 

Whereas,  the  Juilus  Kayser  Company  has  failed  to  live  up 
to  the  strike  agreement  submitted  by  the  New  York  State  Board 
of  Mediation  which  they  signed,  embodying  terms  of  settlement 
of  the  strike  situation,  and 

Whereas,  on  many  occasions  they  have  deHberately  violated 
these  terms  of  the  agreement,  be  it  therefore 

Resolved,  that  the  Emergency  Committee  of  the  United 
Textile  Workers  of  America  be  given  full  power  to  act  in  com- 
pelling the  Julius  Kayser  Company  to  immediately  live  up  to 
said  agreement  in  its  entirety. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
(Signed)       John  A.  Wanless       Locals  491-508-1213 
Frank  W.  Jenkins      Locals  479-888-1244 
Harry  T.  Wilpers    Locals  1 . 22- .  168-1 170 

The  Committee  on  Grievance  concurs  in  the  resolution  and 
we  so  move. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

Delegate  Wanless:  1  would  like  to  read  a  letter  received 
yesterday  on  this : 

United  Textile  Workers  of  America, 
Bible  House,  New  York  City. 

Gentlemen :  The  Kayser  people  have  placed  a  warrant  of  com- 
mitment in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  upon  which  to  arrest  Robert 
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F.  Stump.  Any  further  action  towards  securing  a  pardon 
must  be  taken  at  once.  If  Mrs.  Conboy  can  arrange  to  see  the 
Governor  next  Friday  at  Albany  and  cares  to  have  me  present, 
I  will  endeavor  to  arrange  to  do  so.  I  am  leaving  for  New 
York  this  morning.  I  hope  that  she  will  get  in  communication 
with  me  at  once  in  relation  to  this  matter  as  the  matter  has  been 
in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  for  nearly  a  month  and  we  have 
been  holding  the  matter  off,  as  you  know,  awaiting  the  return  of 
Mrs.  Conboy. 

Very  truly  yours, 

(Signed)       C.  R.  O'Connor." 

I  believe  Mrs.  Conboy  has  already  sent  a  telegram  stating  it 
would  be  impossible  to  be  there  Friday  but  at  her  earliest  op- 
portunity, if  not  on  Sunday  or  any  time  as  soon  as  possible  that 
she  would  be  there  and  in  conference  with  the  Governor. 

I  want  to  call  this  to  your  attention.  Let  me  say  that  this 
company  is  not  losing  any  chance  to  violate  every  agreement 
which  they  have  made.  We  can  take  this  copy  of  the  agree- 
ments which  have  been  made  with  the  Julius  Kayser  Company, 
take  them  one  by  one  and  every  agreement  shows  that  beyond 
any  question  of  a  doubt  they  have  violated  each  and  every  one 
with  the  exception  of  the  three  shift  system,  and  they  are  getting 
ready  to  violate  that.  They  have  only  held  that  up  because 
it  was  only  put  off  for  a  matter  of  six  months  and  will  come 
up  again  on  our  return. 

I  am  not  going  to  show  you  the  methods  that  they  have  used, 
the  discriminating  methods  and  things  of  that  kind  because  I 
think  we  all  know  them  very  well.  I  think  after  what  Presi- 
dent Golden  has  said,  you  will  do  the  right  thing  when  you  vote 
to  concur  in  this  resolution.    I  thank  you. 

President  Golden:  The  question  has  been  called  for.  All 
those  in  favor  of  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  to  con- 
cur in  the  resolution  will  signify  by  saying  "aye."  Those  op- 
posed "no."    It  is  a  unanimous  vote  and  so  ordered. 

Delegate  Greer  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  (Secretary  of  Corn- 
mi  tee  on  Grievances)  : 

RESOLUTION  NO  35 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  National  Officers  of  the  United 
Textile  Workers  of  America. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  Weavers  Local  No.  799,  Pawrtucket 
and  vicinity  it  was  agreed  to  offer  the  following  resolution  for 
your  consideration  and  approval,  to  be  presented  to  your  next 
National  Convention. 

Wherras,  the  present  system  of  paying  weavers  is  unfair  and 
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makes  it  possible  for  unscrupulous  employers  to  reduce  their  - 
wages  without  them  being  aware  of  it,  it  also  works  to  their 
disadvantage  in  many  other  ways,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  that  we  urgently  ask  the  delegates  present  to 
take  this  matter  under  their  consideration  and  bring  about  a 
revised  system  of  paying  weavers — by  having  a  weavers'  partic- 
ulars bill  made  law  in  each  state  where  one  is  needed,  or  by  an 
agreement  with  the  employers.  The  local  presenting  this  reso- 
lution to  furnish  a  copy  of  a  weavers'  particulars  bill  such  as 
will  be  suitable  to  the  local,  also  to  furnish  a  form  of  agreement 
such  as  would  be  suitable. 

(Signed)       Dominick  Brogan 

Lawrence  J.  Bennett 

We  have  some  data  covering  that  matter  and  the  Committee 
believes  that  it  was  a  question  for  the  State  to  decide.  At  the 
present  time  there  is  no  effort  to  get  a  federal  law  through.  It 
is  a  matter  of  state  law  or  agreement  between  locals  and  the 
employers. 

The  Committee  agree  to  recommend  and  to  refer  it  to  the 
incoming  Executive  Council  for  their  consideration  and  I  so 
move. 

The  motion  was  seconded,  and  adopted. 

Delegate  Greer  (Secretary  of  Committee  on  Grievances)  : 
We  have  here  a  grievance  of  the  Lowell  Textile  Union,  no  reso- 
lution being  with  it,  simply  a  matter,  detailed  written  matter 
pertaining  to  a  grievance  handed  to  this  Committee,  a  grievance 
between  the  Lowell  Textile  Council  and  Local  931  of  Lowell. 

Local  931  of  Lowell  affiliated  with  the  Lowell  Textile  Council 
as  per  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  Amer- 
ica and  the  Lowell  Textile  Council  by  referendum  vote  increased 
the  dues  of  the  local  union  from  one  dollar  to  two  dollars  a 
month.  Local  Union  No.  931  refused  to  abide  by  the  vote  of 
the  locals  of  Lowell  in  the  increase  of  the  dues,  and  to  conform 
to  the  International  law  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of 
America  in  the  matter,  the  Lowell  Textile  Council  was  forced 
to  suspend  Local  931. 

Now  the  Committee  heard  a  mass  of  detailed  information 
concerning  this  question  and  as  (it  has  nothing  to  act  on  other 
than  our  understanding  of  the  question  from  what  was  sub- 
mitted and  from  this  material  here,  and  as  the  Local  Textile 
Council  was  operating  under  the  law  of  the  United  Textile  Work- 
ers of  America,  we  recommend  or  we  endorse  the  action  of 
Lowell  Textile  Council  in  the  case  and  recommend  that  the 
clause  in  the  International  By-Laws,  i  Article  30,  Section  4,  be 
enforced. 

That  is  as  far  as  we  can  go  in  this  matter. 
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President  Golden:  You  move  the  adoption? 

Delegate  Greer  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  (Secretary  of  Com- 
mittee on  Grievances)  :  Yes. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Grievances  and  their  recommendations.  Is  there  any- 
thing to  be  said  on  the  question? 

Delegates  Stimpson,  Hanler,  Golden,  Jemery,  Reagan, 
Wilkinson  also  spoke  on  the  question. 

Report,  adopted. 

President  Golden  :  There  was  a  motion  adopted  to  add  two 
members  to  the.  Grievance  Committee.  The  additions  are  Charles 
M.  Burns,  Local,  446,  Cohoes  and  Delegate  Mary  Kelleher,  Lo- 
cal 1238,  Kannapolis. 

Delegate  Powders  (Local  486,  Pawtucket)  :  In  view  of  the 
request  of  the  Canadian  delegates,  and  coming  the  distance  they 
have,  it  would  seem  that  some  consideration  should  be  given 
to  them.  I  move  you  that  unanimous  consent  be  given  to  them 
to  introduce  the  resolution  that  they  have  prepared  in  order  to 
get  them  into  the  hands  of  the  Committee  quicker. 

The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted. 

President  Golden  :  The  Committee  on  Resolutions  will  be  in 
in  a  minute  for  the  purpose  of  handing  in  a  further  report.  In 
meantime,  the  Secretary-Treasurer  has  some  communications 
here. 

Secretary-Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  : 

''Hotel  Dufferin,  St.  John,  N.  B.,  October  6th,  1920. 

Mr.  John  F.  Golden,  General  President,  United  Textile  Work- 
ers of  America,  Convention  Hall,  Manchester,  New  Hampshire. 

Dear  Sir  &  Brother : 

I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  deliver  this  message  in  j>erson, 
as  I  should  like  to  do.  May  I  ask  that  you  will  please  convey 
to  the  officers  and  delegates,  and  particularly  to  the  members  of 
your  craft  in  the  City  of  Manchester,  my  sincere  thanks  and 
appreciation  for  their  moral  and  financial  assistance  rendered 
to  the  Hotel  and  Restaurant  employees  in  their  fight  against 
the  Grims'  Lunch  Company  Strike  and  injunction. 

I  sincerely  trust  that  your  deliberations  in  convention  as- 
sembled, this  week,  will  be  of  the  utmost  importance  and  benefit 
to  your  general  membership.  With  best  wishes  for  future  suc- 
cess, I  beg  to  remain 

Yours  fraternally, 

Thos.  J.  Durnin, 
International  Organizer." 
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There  is  a  telegram  from  Louisville,  Ky.,  dated  October  6th, 
1920,  addressed  to  President  Golden  which  is  as  follows : 

Louisville,  Ky.,  October  6,  1920. 

J.  H.  Golden,  President  Textile  Union  Workers, 
Manchester,  N.  Y. 

Convention  hall  or  some  hotel  Regret  I  cannot  make  your 
convention;  wishing  you  and  the  delegates  a  successful  conven- 
tion and  that  your  deliberations  will  rebound  to  the  welfare  of 
your  entire  craft  remember  the  Tobacco  Workers  label  when 
advocating  your  own. 

A.  Andrew^ s, 

E.  Lewis  Evans. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  (Secretary  of 
Committee  on  Resolutions)  : 

RESOLUTION  NO  38 

Whereas,  the  textile  workers  of  Cohoes,  N.  Y.,  struck  on 
May  26th,  1920,  for  the  preservation  of  their  unions  against  the 
insidious  attack  of  a  seceding  local  union,  namely,  the  Amulet 
Jack  Spinners,  who  were  endeavoring  to  start  a  dual  organiza- 
tion, with  jurisdiction  over  all  knit  goods  workers,  and 

Whereas,  after  less  than  a  month  of  fighting  the  organized 
employers  taking  advantage  of  the  situation  injected  themselves 
into  the  situation  by  declaring  themselves  favoring  the  "Open 
Shop,"  and 

Whereas,  the  seceding  Amulet  Jack  Spinners  lined  themselves 
up  solidly  with  the  organized  empolyers,  thus  placing  our  mem- 
bers in  the  position  of  having  two  enemies  fighting  against 
them,  felt  it  a  part  of  wisdom  to  accept  the  advice  of  the  Emer- 
gency Board  to  return  to  work  in  order  to  successfully  cope  with 
the  "Open  .Shop"  plan  of  the  employers  at  some  later  date  in 
a  general  fight  against  the  Open  Shop  policy,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  that  we,  the  delegates  to  this  20th  Annual  Con- 
vention pledge  ourselves  both  morally  and  financially  to  stand 
solidly  behind  the  organized  textile  workers  of  Cohoes  in  their 
fight  against  the  open  shop  policy. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed) 

Joseph  R.  White 
J.  B.  Dewey 
Daniel  Foster 
Patrick  Cooey 
Mame  McGoldrick 
John  Long 
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Margaret  Lacken 
Mary  Murname 
Michael  Keefe 
Margaret  George 
Alice  Carpenter 
Mrs.  Jos.  R.  White 
Eva  Emerv 
George  White 
John  F.  Welch 
Adelard  Charbonneau 
Chas.  M.  Burns 
Andrew  LaBarge'" 

Your  Committee  concurs  in  this  resolution  and  we  so  move. 

Unanimously  adopted. 

Delegates  White,  McRosdy,  McMahon,  Burns.  iGarrity, 
Lackin,  McGoldrid,  Long,  Golden,  also  spoke  at  length  on 
the  question. 

Delegate  Starr  (Local  678,  Paterson)  :  I  would  move  you 
that  the  special  order  of  business  be  tomorrow  afternoon  at  two 
o'clock,  to  set  that  aside  for  the  election  of  all  the  officers  of  this 
organization. 

(Motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

Delegate  White  (Local  499,  Cohoes)  :  Mr.  President,  I 
have  a  resolution  on  the  organizers ;  I  want  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent and  through  you  the  convention  if  you  will  allow  us  the 
privilege  of  turning  this  over  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions? 

President  Golden  :  No,  turn  it  over  to  the  President. 

E^legate  White  (Local  499,  Cohoes)  :  Yes. 

President  Golden  :  Delegate  White  asked  consent  to  intro- 
duce a  resolution.    Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

President  Golden  :  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  sig- 
nify by  saying  "aye".  Opposed  "no".  It  is  a  unanimous  vote 
and  so  ordered. 

Delelgate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  The  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Labels,  tells  me  that  there  are  eleven  dele- 
gates that  have  not  been  examined.  Now  I  move  that  those 
eleven  delegates  be  instructed  to  appear  before  the  meeting  of 
the  convention  tomorrow  morning  or  have  their  names  read  out 
in  this  convention. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

(The  question  was  called  for.) 
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Delegate  Powers  (Local  486,  Pawtucket)  :  I  move  that 
we  adjourn. 

(Motion  seconded.) 

President  Golden  :  It  is  regularly  moved  and  seconded  that 
we  adjourn.  All  those  in  favor  signify  by  saying  "aye".  Op- 
posed "no".  The  meeting  stands  adjourned  until  nine  o'clock 
tomorrow  morning. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  five  o'clock  p.  m. 
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SIXTH  SESSION. 


Friday  Morning,  October  8,  1920. 

(The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  9.10  o'clock  a.  m.) 
President  Golden  :    The  convention  will  come  to  order. 

Delegate  Zuersher  (Local  1058,  Paterson)  :  I  move  you 
Mr.  Chairman  that  the  roll  call,  on  account  of  the  press  of  busi- 
ness be  dispensed  with.  Adopted. 

Delegate  Greer  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  (Secretary  of 
Committee  on  Grievances)  : 

RESOLUTION  NO  21. 

Whereas,  Local  1156,  Dyers  and  Bleachers  of  Manchester, 
N.  H.,  desire  to  establish  the  forty-eight  hour  work  week  and 
increase  their  wages  of  the  members  from  "44"  cents  an  hour  to 
"65"  cents  an  hour,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  that  the  Twentieth  Annual  Convention  of  the 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America  in  Convention  assembled 
endorse  the  request  of  the  Dyers  and  Bleachers,  the  same  to  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  International 
Union,  to  be  eflfective  at  the  opportune  time. 

Yours  fraternally, 

Hames  Heron,  Secy-Treas. 
Charles  McLaughlin,  Pres. 
Dyers  and  Bleachers  Local  1156. 

Your  Committee  unanimously  recommen  din  line  with  the 
policy  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  dealing  with 
these  questions,  concurrence  in  with  the  resolution  except  that 
part  of  the  resolution  pertaining  to  wages. 

We  further  recommend  that  the  Executive  Council  use  their 
best  efforts  to  get  a  wage  increase.  You  will  notice  that  means 
best  efforts ;  just  as  our  own  effort  is  recognized  by  the  Inter- 
national, they  will  recognize  our  effort.     We  take  that  position. 

I  so  move. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

Delegate  Greer  (Local  25,  Philadelp'hia)  (Secretary*  of 
Committee  on  Grievances)  :  Here  is  a  grievance  from  Local 
1230,  Woonsocket.  It  is  a  grievance  due  to  the  discharge  of 
a  member  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  and  the 
members  of  the  local  in  Woonsocket  maintain  that  the  man  was 
discharged  for  his  activity  as  a  union  member. 
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As  the  result  of  the  evidence  before  the  Committee  yesterday, 
your  Committee  unanimously  recommend  that  this  matter  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  incoming  Executive  Council  and  that 
an  organizer  speaking  French,  the  French  Language,  be  sent 
in  there  to  investigate  conditions,  who  shall  report  to  the  Execu- 
tive Council  and  whatever  action  is  necessary  be  taken  to  stop 
discrimination  against  the  members  of  the  United  Textile  Work- 
ers of  America. 

I  so  move. 

President  Golden  :  Might  I  offer  a  suggestion  ?  They  want 
action  there  and  there  is  no  reason  for  delay.  Why  not  your 
Committee  recommend  that  Organizer  Riviere  who  is  our  French 
speaking  organizer,  be  instructed  to  proceed  there  immediately 
at  the  close  of  this  convention  and  place  the  matter  in  the  hands 
of  your  general  officers  with  power  to  act. 

Dlelgates  McMahon  and  Powers  spoke  on  the  question. 

Dlelgate  McMahon  (Local  505,  Providence)  :  I  might  say 
Mr.  President  that  the  Committee  is  very  willing  to  accept  that. 

President  Golden  :  The  recommendation  of  the  Committee 
is  that  Organizer  Riviere,  who  is  our  French  speaking  organizer, 
proceed  there  immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  this  con- 
vention to  try  and  bring  about  an  adjustment  of  the  grievance 
and  failing  to  do  so  that  the  matter  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
International  Officers  with  full  power  to  act.  Adopted. 

Delegate  Harbor  (Local  1131,  Manchester)  (Secretary  of 
Committee  on  Organization)  : 

RESOLUTION  No.  1. 

At  the  meeting  of  Local  1380,  Ribbon  Weavers  of  Paterson, 
N.  J.,  held  September  23rd,  the  following  resolution  was  passed 
unanimously  to  be  presented  at  the  convention  in  Manchester. 

The  ribbon  trade  being  fully  organized  in  Paterson,  having  the 
44-hour  work  week  and  attained  collective  bargaining  with  the 
manufacturers  and  a  recognized  wage  scale,  be  it  resolved 

That  we  ask  you  here  assembled  to  grant  to  the  incoming 
Executive  Council  the  right  to  appoint  an  organizer  for  the  rib- 
bon and  broad  silk  trade  in  the  different  states  and  Canada ;  for 
if  in  other  states  they  are  working  hours  up  to  sixty  hours  per 
week,  and  wages  on  a  far  lower  schedule  than  in  Paterson, 
sooner  or  later,  we  will  be  unable  to  combat  the  manufacturers 
in  their  struggle  to  bring  us  back  to  longer  hours  and  lower 
wages.  We  have  also  abandoned  the  two-loom  system  in  Pater- 
son, while  it  still  flourishes  in  other  states.    There  are  at  least 
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30,000  silk  workers  unorganized  in  different  parts  of  the  eastern 
states. 

(Signed)       Emil  Webber 

Clara  Tillewine 
Bessie  Coningewood 
Joseph  Rose 
Arthur  Hopper 

Delegates  Zuersher,  Darling,  spoke  on  the  question. 
The  Committee  concurs  in  this  and  recommends  that  it  be 
sent  to  the  incoming  Executive  Board. 
(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

Delegate  Harbor  (1131,  Manchester)  (Secretary  of  Com- 
mittee on  Organization)  : 

RESOLUTION  No.  3. 

Whereas,  the  Woolen  Workers  of  New  England  are  very 
poorly  organized  and  for  that  reason  are  not  in  a  position  to 
take  concerted  action  to  secure  any  increase  or  combat  reduction 
in  wages  or  working  conditions,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  that  the  Twentieth  Annual  Convention  of  the 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  believing  that  it  is  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  woolen  workers  as  a  whole,  advise  and  in- 
struct the  Incoming  Executive  Board  to  appoint  an  organizer  and 
that  he  be  a  man  who  understands  the  woolen  industry  for  New 
England. 

(Signed) 

Thomas  Brick,  Maynard,  Mass.,  Local  787 
James  E.  Garrity,  Providence,  Local  1232 
George  Allan,  Lowell,  Mass.,  Local  959 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  (Chair- 
man of  Committee  on  Organization)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  this  needs 
a  little  explanation  to  the  delegates  because  the  request  is  some- 
thing unusual.  I  might  not  say  unusual,  but  it  is  not  the  policy 
of  this  International  Organization  that  we  can  send  a  man  be- 
cause some  craft  thinks  that  a  man  of  their  craft  would  be  bet- 
ter, so  we  talked  the  matter  over  and  decided  that  we  would 
refer  the  matter  to  the  incoming  Executive  Committee.  That 
is  all  I  can  say  on  it.    So  we  more  its  adoption. 

Report  adopted. 

RESOLUTION  No.  7 

Whereas,  we  the  delegates  of  this  Twentieth  Annual  Con- 
vention were  instructed  by  Local  1299,  Millville,  N.  J.,  to  ask 
for  an  organizer  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  to 
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be  sent  into  our  field  for  thirty  (30)  days,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  we  have  lost  50  per  cent  of  our  members,  and  by  so  doing 
we  feel  that  we  can  get  a  great  majority  of  them  back. 

There  are  also  a  few  more  small  shops  that  have  not  yet  be- 
come organized  which  should  become  members  of  the  United 
Textile  Workers  of  America. 

(Signed)       Humphrey  H.  Saxton 
Harry  Elliot 

Your  Committee  concurs  in  this  resolution  and  refers  it  to  the 
incoming  Executive  Board  for  their  immediate  attention  and  I 
would  so  move. 

Adopted. 

RESOLUTION  NO  10 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  Our  Twentieth  Annual  Con- 
vention of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 

Whereas,  owing  to  the  unorganized  conditions  of  the  men 
employed  in  the  dyeing  industry  throughout  our  Eastern  States 
and 

Whereas,  the  very  low  wages  that  are  being  paid  has  been  a 
serious  handicap  to  the  dyers  local  of  Philadelphia  in  their  ef- 
forts to  secure  living  conditions,  and 

Whereas,  every  effort  along  these  lines  has  been  met  with 
strong  opposition  by  our  employers  referring  us  to  the  wages 
and  hours  prevailing  in  the  dyehouses  in  the  east. 

Resolved,  that  an  organizer  be  placed  in  this  field  so  as 
these  men  can  become  members  of  organized  labor,  and  thereby 
reach  a  higher  plane  and  forever  remove  a  very  serious  obstacle 
to  members  of  Local  702  in  maintaining  a  high  standard  of 
wages  paid  in  that  industry. 

(Signed)       Daniel  O'Donnell 
Arthur  McDonnell 
James  Wolstenholme 
John  Whalen 
Luke  Blair 
Samuel  West 

The  Committee  concurs  in  this  resolution  and  asks  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  incoming  Executive  Board  for  their  immediate 
attention. 

Adoped. 

Delegates  O^Donnell,  Garrity,  Wolstenholme,  Hall, 
Taylor,  Starr,  spoke  on  the  question.  ' 
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RESOLUTION  NO  5 

'Resolved,  that  we  the  undersigned  textile  workers  of 
Rhode  Island  do  hereby  petition  this  convention  that  it  send  to 
the  Districts  of  Pawtucket,  Central  Falls  and  Town  of  Cumber- 
land a  radius  of  about  five  miles,  an  organized  or  organizers  as 
the  Executive  Committee  in  its  judgment  sees  fit,  for  organizing 
purposes.  There  is  in  these  districts  28  corporations  employ- 
ing about  22,124  hands  and  there  are  all  told  about  1500  em- 
ployers organized.  We  the  textile  workers  of  these  districts 
consider  it  would  be  both  a  financial  and  a  business  proposition 
to  send  an  organizer  in  these  districts  and  we  pray  such  will  be 
done  immediately. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
(Signed) 

Lawrence  J.  Bennett,  L.  U.  799,  Pawtucket 
Joseph  Singleton  L.  U.  604,  Pawtucket 
Harry  Newton-  L.  U.  503,  Pawtucket 

William  H.  Getty  L.  U.  505,  Providence 
Hugh  Brady  L.  U.  1061,  Providence 

The  Committee  concurs  in  the  request  and  recommends  it  to 
the  incoming  Executive  Board  for  its  immediate  attention  and 
I  so  move. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

Delegate  Bennett  spoke  at  length  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 

Local  Union  No.  1414, 

Dexter,  Me.,  September  29,  1920. 

Mr.  John  Golden, 

108  Bible  House,  New  York  City. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother : 

Your  letter  of  September  21st  received;  in  regards  to  the 
members  who  are  striking  and  not  working,  since  I  wrote  to 
you  last  they  have  started  up  two  corn  shops  and  started  to  build 
the  state  road  and  so  all  the  members  who  were  not  working 
have  gone  to  work;  the  corn  shops  will  run  two  weeks. 

In  regards  to  the  part  of  your  letter  where  you  state  you  can 
send  us  organizer  Reagan  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  he  is  the  one 
we  want  now.  You  may  think  this  strange  but  its  this  way; 
we  have  a  priest  here  who  has  helped  us  in  every^  way  he  could. 
He  has  gone  so  far  fighting  for  us  that  some  of  the  scabs  wrote 
to  the  Bishop  about  him  and  the  Bishop  wrote  him  to  go  slow. 
His  name  is  Father  Maney  and  he  has  told  me  that  Abbott,  who 
is  a  great  friend  of  his  told  him  that  he  would  not  do  business 
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with  Riviere  but  he  thought  Organizer  Reagan  was  a  fine  man, 
and  he  would  be  glad  to  see  him  any  time  and  I  am  glad  to  say 
that  the  members  would  prefer  Organizer  Reagan.  That  is 
what  they  wished  to  report  to  you,  that  charge  is  forgotten  now. 
If  you  see  him  before  he  comes  tell  him  so.  I  went  to  Dover, 
Me.,  yesterday  and  had  the  strike  posted  on  the  screen  in  the 
picture  house  so  to  keep  the  scabs  away ;  I  am  going  to  Pittsfield, 
Me.,  today  for  the  same  purpose. 

Now  Abbott  has  got  a  boss  spinner  that  is  sending  telephones 
to  other  towns  for  help  and  he  tells  them  over  the  'phone  that 
this  strike  is  all  over  for  the  last  four  months.  Now  Brother 
isn't  there  some  way  to  stop  him.  He  had  seven  spinners  come 
here  that  way  yesterday  but  we  got  them  before  they  went  in 
and  we  sent  them  back  home  again.  Abbott  is  starting  up 
nights  if  he  can  get  the  help.  Here  is  something  I  wish  to 
speak  about  which  is  none  of  my  business,  but  you  may  like  to 
know,  when  I  went  to  Dover,  Me.,  I  found  the  Secretary  and 
she  told  me  that  there  has  been  no  Organizer  there  since  he 
organized  them,  and  she  can't  get  them  together  and  she  is  afraid 
she  will  lose  them  all  unless  an  Organizer  comes  there.  It  is 
too  bad  for  all  that  I  talked  to  up  there,  they  seem  to  be  strong 
for  the  union. 

Hoping  Organizer  Reagan  will  come  as  soon  as  possible,  I  am, 

Fraternally  yours, 

David  Roach, 

Box  525,  Dexter,  Me. 

Organizers  Reagan  and  Reviere  spoke  on  the  Dexter  strike 
situation  and  the  splendid  showing  they  were  making  for  the 
right  of  organization  which  was  the  only  issue. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  move  that  the 
matter  be  referred  to  the  incoming  Executive  Board  to  handle 
the  matter. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

RESOLUTION  NO  13 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twentieth  Annual  Con- 
vention of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 

The  undersigned  do  hereby  submit  the  following  resolution 
for  your  consideration  and  trusting  for  favorable  action  on  the 
same : 

WriKRKAS,  a  large  majority  of  the  textile  workers  in  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  and  especially  in  the  Olneyville  district  an  unorgan- 
ized and  a  menace  to  those  who  are  carrying  on  the  fight  in  this 
section,  and 
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Whereas,  there  is  no  representative  of  the  United  Textile 
Workers  of  America  in  Providence  w^here  the  material  for  a 
big  organization  is  situated,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  that  an  organizer,  a  woolen  man  preferred,  is 
placed  in  this  city  at  the  earliest  possible  date  . 

(Signed)       Frances  Gorman 
James  E.  Garrity 
Edward  M.  Pierce 
Hugh  Brady 
Edward  Farrell 

The  Committee  concurs  in  this  resolution  and  recommends  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  incoming  Executive  Board.  I  move  its 
adoption. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

RESOLUTION  NO  8 

Whereas,  every  convention  passes  resolutions  that  are  re- 
ferred to  the  incoming  Executive  Board,  and 

Whereas,  said  resolutions  are  never  heard  of  after,  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved,  that  in  the  future  all  such  resolutions  be  acted 
on  by  the  Executive  Board  immediately  and  the  sponser  of  the 
same  or  local  be  notified  of  said  action. 

(Signed)  George  B.  Allan  Local  959 
John  S.  Barrett  Local  1123 
James  E.  Garrity  Local  1132 

We  concur  in  this  resolution  and  recommend  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  incoming  Executive  Board.      I  so  move. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

Delegate  Barrett  (Local  1123,  Lawrence)  :  Mr.  President 
and  delegates,  I  want  to  state  that  one  of  our  delegates  to  the 
Baltimore  Convention  last  year  came  back  with  the  report  that 
if  a  resolution  goes  through  that  it  will  be  referred  to  the  Execu- 
tive Board,  they  are  never  again  heard  from.  That  is  the 
reason  of  the  resolution  here  today,  and  that  resolution  should 
be  referred  back  to  the  local  or  to  the  delegates  making  the 
motion. 

Deleate  Garrity  (Local  1132,  Providence:  I  was  a  mem- 
ber or  a  delegate  to  the  Baltimore  Convention  and  I  want  it 
understood  that  I  have  not  made  any  complaint  that  there  was 
not  any  resolution  acted  on.  I  sagined  that  resolution,  it  being 
shown  to  me,  supposing  that  the  man  who  drew  it  up  himself 
would  have  some  grounds  for  getting  up  such  a  resolution. 
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I  want  it  clearly  understood  that  I  did  not  want  it  stated  that 
the  resolutions  were  not  acted  on  as  far  as  I  am  concerned. 

Resolution  adopted. 

RESOLUTION  No.  30.  , 

Believing  that  some  effective  work  could  be  done  by  our  or- 
ganization at  the  present  time  in  and  around  Henderson,  Ky.  and 
vicinity,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  that  the  Executive  Board  of  the  United  Eextile 
Workers  of  America  send  an  organizer  into  this  vicinity  as  soon 
as  it  can  be  done. 

(Signed)       C.  L.  Cecil,  L.  U.  1279, 

Henderson,  Ky. 

The  Committee  concurs  in  this  resolution  and  recommends  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  incoming  Executive  Board  for  its  immediate 
attention. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

Paducah,  Ky.,  September  27,  1920. 
Mr.  John  Golden,  New  York  City. 
Dear  Sir  and  Brother: 

Our  factory  is  going  to  shut  down  October  1st  for  repairs, 
now  if  we  had  some  good  man  to  help,  we  could  build  up  our 
local  as  we  know  lots  of  new  hands  that  have  never  joined  our 
union  and  they  seem  anxious  to  join.  They  are  talking  of 
cutting  our  wages  when  they  start  up  again.  H  you  can  spare 
someone  down  here  he  could  do  some  good. 

The  hosiery  mill  here  has  never  been  organized  also  the  May- 
field  Woolen  Mills,  but  the  man  we  have  here  is  not  the  kind. 
He  is  to  radical  and  makes  them  believe  you  ought  to  run  the 
factory  and  command  any  price  you  ask  for — if  we  have  to  give 
up  our  charter,  can  I  pay  my  dues  and  hold  a  card  in  the  Inter- 
national for  me  and  wife  and  can  I  believe  in  the  principles  of 
the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  and  still  want  to  remain 
a  member. 

Fraternally  yours, 

(Signed)      F.  P.  Dukes,  1007  N.  7th  St., 

Paducah,  Ky. 

We  recommend  that  this  be  taken  up  by  the  incoming  Execu- 
tive Board.     I  so  move. 

(Motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 
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Delegate  Hayes  (Local  439,  Paterson.) 

REPORT  OF  THE  COiMMITTEE  ON  PRESIDENT'S 

REPORT. 

Manchester,  N.  H.,  October  8th,  1920. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  United  Textile  Workers 
Convention. 

Sisters  and  Brothers: 

We  the  undersigned  members  of  the  Committee  on  Presi- 
dent's Report,  would  respectfully  report  to  you  that  after  read- 
ing same  carefully  that  we  desire  to  call  to  your  attention  three 
very  important  items,  namely, 

First — Wild  Cat  Radical  Labor  Unions :  We  believe  that  or- 
ganizations of  this  kind  should  be  repudiated  as  past  experience 
has  proven  to  us  time  after  time  that  their  main  stock  in  trade 
has  been  wonderful  promises  that  were  never  carried  out.  While 
the  United  Textile  Workers  on  the  other  hand  stands  for  100% 
Americanism,  pledges  kept  and  a  square  deal  for  everybody. 

Second — Maintaining  Our  American  Industrial  Standards : 
W^e  readily  agree  that  Our  American  Industrial  Standards  should 
be  maintained  and  to  obtain  this  standard  we  would  urge  all  mem- 
bers who  are  receiving  less  wages  in  some  localities  than  others 
to  try  and  raise  their  wages  when  the  opportune  ime  arrives. 
We  would  further  urge  that  an  effort  be  made  to  secure  the 
shorter  work  day  for  those  who  are  working  more  than  48  hours 
per  week.  By  doing  this  we  believe  that  Our  American  Indus- 
trial Standards  can  be  maintained. 

Third — The  Open  Shop :  This  is  the  same  old  game  of  some 
employers  under  a  new  name  and  too  much  cannot  be  said 
against  this  plan  from  the  workers'  standpoint.  The  open  shop 
is  the  closed  shop  against  a  Union  man,  for  the  reason  if  two 
men  apply  for  a  position  and  all  things  being  equal  such  as 
ability,  etc.,  the  non-union  man  gets  the  position  because  in  the 
opinion  of  many  employers  the  non-union  man  can  be  more 
readily  handled.  To  overcome  the  open  shop  we  beHeve  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  Organized  Labor  to  continue  a  membership 
campaign  wherever  a  local  exists  until  every  one  working  in  the 
various  crafts  are  members  of  the  American  Labor  Movement. 

At  the  present  time  in  different  parts  of  the  country  a  publicly 
campaign  is  being  waged  through  daily  papers  for  the  Open 
Shop  or  the  American  Plan  as  it  is  called  by  some  of  the  Em- 
ployers Association  and  to  combat  this  as  we  have  already  stated 
is  to  try  and  organize  every  worker  under  the  Banner  of  Trade 
Unionism. 
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In  conclusion : 

We  wish  to  compliment  President  John  Golden  for  the  able 
manner  in  which  he  has  made  his  report  to  the  Convention  as 
in  our  opinion  it  is  the  best  that  has  ever  been  made  to  this  body. 

And  we  would  recommend  the  concurrence  of  his  report. 

(Signed)       John  Powers 
George  Hayes 
Harry  T.  Wilpers 
James  Wolstenholme 
William  Kenney 

It  was  duly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  be  received. 

Adopted  unanimously. 

Delegate  Starr  (Local  678,  Paterson)  (Secretary  of  Com- 
mittee on  Secretary-Treasurer's  Report)  :  The  Committee  on 
Secretary-Treasurer's  Report  is  ready  to  make  its  report.  Dele- 
gate Lackin  is  Secretary  of  the  Committee  and  will  read  the  re- 
port. 

Delegate  Lackin  (Local  899,  Cohoes)  (Secretary  of  Com- 
mittee on  Secretary-Treasurer's  Report)  : 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  SECRETARY- 
TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

W^e  the  Committee  on  Secretary-Treasurer's  Report  have  gone 
over  said  report  and  we  were  impressed  very  much  with  the 
large  number  of  new  locals  to  our  credit  for  the  year,  notwith- 
standing the  dullness  in  trade,  but  we  regret  having  lost  some 
locals  during  the  year. 

We  would  recommend  that  the  incoming  Executive  Council 
devise  some  ways  and  means  of  holding  the  newly  organized 
locals  by  having  our  organizers  so  far  as  possible  keeping  in 
close  touch  with  new  organizations. 

We  note  also  the  large  amount  of  money  paid  out  for  strike 
bzenefits  and  we  would  recommend  that  some  means  be  devised 
to  raise  more  revenue  to  fight  the  industrial  battles  that  we  may 
be  called  upon  to  do. 

We  also  not  that  some  of  our  organizations  did  not  follow 
out  the  motion  passed  at  our  last  convention  held  in  Baltimore 
in  regard  to  the  assessment  levied — all  kinds  of  excuses  being 
given  why  they  did  not  do  so. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  a  certified  public  accountant  and  three 
of  an  auditing  committee  composed  of  our  members  have  delved 
into  the  financial  part  of  her  report  and  they  have  vouched  for 
its  correctness,  therefore  we  do  not  think  it  necessary  for  us  to 
take  up  that  part  of  her  report. 
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We  commend  her  together  with  the  memfcers  of  her  office 
staff  for  their  splendid  and  practical  system  of  doing  business, 
and  we  believe  that  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  are 
fortunate  in  having  such  a  good  and  efficient  Secretary -Treas- 
urer. 

(Signed)       James  Starr 

Margaret  Lackin 
J.  E.  Jemery 
Nap.  Turgeon 
C.  S.  Chapman 

I  move  that  the  report  be  concurred  in. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted  unanimously.) 

Deleg.a^te  Greer  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  (Secretary  of  Com- 
mittee on  Grievances)  :  Now  this  forty-eight  hour  struggle  is 
not  settled.  Of  course  you  all  know  that.  A  particular  plant 
in  Manayunk  that  we  had  to  deal  with  never  agreed  that  the 
forty-eight  hour  week  in  five  and  a  half  days  was  fixed.  The 
Morris  Mill  in  Manayunk  has  opposed  that  forty-eight  hour  week 
•continuously  and  the  workers  of  that  mill  rather  than  submit 
to  anything  other  than  the  law  in  the  matter  have  sacrificed 
four  and  three-quarter  hours  regular  every  week  since  Febru- 
ary 3rd,  1919.  They  lost  the  time  rather  than  to  agree  to  work 
forty-eight  hours  in  five  days. 

This  situation  came  up  so  recently  that  there  was  not  suffi- 
cient time  for  the  workers  in  the  mill  to  present  a  resolution 
on  it  because  they  only  acted  on  it  Friday  last.  They  did  not 
have  time  to  get  in  touch  with  the  International  Office  so  they 
brought  it  here.  The  management  of  the  mill  in  Manayunk  now 
insists  that  the  forty-eight  hours  be  worked  in  five  days  or  he 
will  close  his  plant  until  the  workers  agree  to  that.  That  is 
the  fight.    That  is  the  situation. 

There  is  a  principle  in  it  that  we  cannot  ignore.  We  are  tied 
up  to  it  irrevocably.  So  it  was  handed  to  the  Grievance  Com- 
mittee and  the  Grievance  Committee  unanimously  recommends 
that  the  International  Officers  take  up  this  matter  at  once  with 
full  power  to  act  to  the  end  that  the  eight  and  three-quarter 
hour  day  be  put  into  effect ;  that  the  eight  and  three-quarter 
hour  day  put  into  effect  by  the  United  Textile  Workers  of 
America  on  February  3rd,  1919,  shall  be  carried  out.   I  so  move. 

Delegates  Beardsley,  Began,  Burns  spoke  at  length  on  the 
situation  in  Manayunk. 

(Motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

President  Golden:  We  have  had  on  our  Executive  Board 
for  several  years  a  man  whom  it  is  not  exaggerating  when  I  say 
that  he  proved  himself  one  of  the  best,  one  of  the  most  con- 
scientious, one  of  the  most  valuable  members  of  that  Board. 
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His  wise  counsel  was  always  recognized,  his  faithful  services 
were  always  recognized.  They  were  recognized  not  only  by 
us  but  by  the  delegates  to  our  previous  conventions.  He  did 
valuable  work  in  our  conventions.  He  was  Chairman  oi  one 
of  our  most  important  Committees  for  several  years. 

Through  conditions  over  which  he  had  no  control,  conditions 
that  arose  in  his  own  local  organization  that  demanded  his  full 
services,  which  is  another  testimony  to  the  recognition  of  his 
value  from  the  members  of  his  own  local  union,  one  of  the  oldest 
and  one  of  the  best  and  one  of  the  most  substantial  local  unions 
that  there  is  in  connection  with  our  International  Union,  which 
always  sends  its  quota  of  delegates  of  men  who  are  well  able  to 
represent  it — as  I  say,  through  conditions  over  which  he  had  no 
control  he  was  compelled  to  leave  us — I  would  like  to  ask  Vice- 
President  McMahon  and  Vice-President  McKosky  to  escort  to 
the  platform,  former  Executive  board  member.  Delegate  George 
Creech,  Local  25,  Philadelphia.    (Prolonged  applause.) 

This  little  testimonial  that  I  want  to  present  you  with  is  from 
your  former  colleagues  on  the  Executive  Council.  It  is  from 
them  alone.  They  dug  down  in  their  pockets.  They  said,  "we 
want  to  show  Brother  Creech  in  a  substantial  way  that  we  ap- 
preciate the  valuable  services  he  has  rendered.  I  do  not  know 
why  they  bought  the  little  testimonial  in  the  shape  of  what  I  am 
going  to  give  you,  whether  they  thought  you  needed  a  handcuff, 
that  you  were  a  dangerous  character,  as  our  friend  Kelly  would 
say,  (Laughter),  but  nevertheless,  they  have  done  that  in  the 
name  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Executive  Councfl 
I  want  to  present  you  this  beautiful  diamond  studded  set  of 
cuff  links. 

It  is  not  for  their  intrinsic  value  that  we  want  you  to  ap- 
preciate it.  We  know  that  you  are  too  big  a  man  to  appreciate 
it  from  that  standpoint,  but  there  goes  with  it  the  esteem  in  which 
you  are  held  by  the  men  and  the  women  on  The  Executive 
Council  who  have  appreciated  those  services.  I  want  you  to- 
accept  this  little  testimonial  and  every  time  that  you  look  at  it 
to  think  of  your  colleagues  of  many  former  years  on  the  directing 
board  of  our  International  Union.    (Prolonged  applause.) 

Delegate  Creech  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  President, 
Brother  and  Sister  delegates :  This  is  out  of  the  ordinary  to  me 
and  I  guess  to  many  others,  to  have  a  token  of  this  kind  be- 
stowed upon  us.  As  Brother  McDonnell  has  often  said,  we 
usually  get  it  in  the  shape  of  a  brick.  (Laughter.) 

I  realize  and  will  accept  the  token  not  for  the  intrinsic  value 
but  in  appreciation  of  the  esteem  of  which  my  humble  services 
were  cheerfully  rendered.  While  I  have  been  on  the  Executive 
Committee  my  services  were  not  given  with  any  thought  of 
monetary  return ;  it  was  not  done  for  any  glory  but  it  was  done, 
as  I  believe  every  other  duty  is  done,  by  every  trade  unionist 
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who  has  the  trade  unionist  movement  at  heart,  for  the  cause 
in  which  he  is  interested. 

While  it  is  true  that  my  separation  from  the  official  family 
was  brought  about  not  through  my  own  solicitation  but  because  of 
the  fact  that  I  was  placed  in  a  position  by  the  local  union  which 
demanded  and  was  right  in  doing  so,  the  entire  time  of  my 
services,  I  want  to  say,  however,  whether  I  am  in  office  or  not, 
whether  I  am  serving  as  an  official  of  this  International  or- 
ganization or  not,  at  all  times  whether  at  night  or  day,  if  Creech 
can  raise  his  voice  or  hand  in  behalf  of  the  textile  workers,  that 
is  his  privilege  and  his  duty  and  he  will  do  so.  (Applause.)  I 
do  not  need  to  ask  in  the  City  from  where  I  come  whether  that 
has  been  my  custom  or  not;  I  believe  the  delegates  know  it 
there  and  it  was  one  of  the  greatest  regrets  that  I  have  ever 
had  in  my  entire  connection  with  the  labor  movement  when  the 
time  came  when  I  had  to  sit  down  and  write  to  the  International 
President  my  resignation  as  a  member  of  your  Executive  Coun- 
cil, but  in  doing  so  I  believed  it  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
local  organization  and  possibly  the  best  interests  of  the  Inter- 
national. 

I  want  to  say  Mr.  President  that  words  at  this  time  fail  me. 
They  very  often  fail  me  but  especially  now,  and  you  can  rest 
assured  as  long  as  I  am  in  the  labor  movement,  whether  it  is 
the  cuff  buttons  that  will  call  to  my  attention  or  not,  this  moment 
will  be  a  moment  to  look  back  to,  to  think  that  my  humble  ser- 
vices had  at  least  been  appreciated.  I  thank  you.  (Prolonged 
applause.) 

Ppesident  Goldens   Delegate  Greer. 

Delegate  Greer  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  wish  to  add  a 
word  of  explanation  at  this  time  in  order  to  make  the  delegates 
understand  why  Local  Union  25  of  Philadelphia  asked  Brother 
Creech  to  resign  from  the  Executive  Board.  The  workers  of 
the  local  unions  had  been  drawing  to  the  point  where  it  was 
essential  and  necessary  to  have  some  individual  member  quali- 
fied for  the  work,  take  the  entire  charge  of  the  work  in  connec- 
tion with  the  local  union ;  give  his  entire  time  to  it. 

Now,  those  of  us  who  know  Brother  Creech  for  the  past 
number  of  years  realized  this :  That  he  worked  constantly  when 
he  was  working  in  the  mill  with  the  rest  of  us ;  he  was  on  the 
job  for  the  rest  of  us  at  night  and  as  a  result  of  that  his  health 
was  suffering.  He  was  going  down ;  we  could  see  that.  Then 
we  put  him  on  the  job  as  paid  officer  of  our  local  union.  The 
work  of  the  union  was  suffilcient  to  keep  him  busy  without  having 
any  extra  work  in  connection  with  the  International,  so  we  made 
it  mandatory  on  Brother  Creech  to  resign  in  order  to  save 
Brother  Creech.  (Applause.) 

Delegate  Tower  (Local  899,  Cohoes)  (Secretary  of  Commit- 
tee on  Legislation)  : 
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RESOLUTION  NO  28 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twentieth  Annual  Con- 
vention of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 

'Whereas,  There  is  now  danger  of  again  being  in  the  same 
condition  as  we  were  in  1893  owing  to  the  vast  amount  of  coolie 
labor  product  that  is  being  dumped  in  our  shores  at  the  present 
time,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  that  the  incoming  Executive  Board  and  International 
Officers  be  instructed  to  use  their  every  effort  on  the  next  Con- 
gress to  the  end  that  our  living  may  be  protected  and  retained 
on  an  American  basis. 

(Signed) 

B.  L.  Hagen,  L.  U.  946,  Brooklyn. 

The  Committee  concurs  in  the  resolution,  Mr.  President,  and 
recommends  that  our  delegates  to  the  A.  F.  L.  convention  be 
instructed  to  introduce  it  and  give  it  all  the  support  possible. 
The  Committee  heartily  agrees  with  this  resolution. 

I  move  you,  Mr.  President,  that  the  resolution  be  adopted. 

The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted. 

Delegate  Creech  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  (Chairman  of 
Committee  on  Resolutions)  :  There  are  a  lot  of  things  that  we 
would  like  to  get  but  we  do  not  get. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Committee  on  Resolutions)  : 

RESOLUTION  NO  40 

We,  the  Canadian  Delegates  in  meeting  assembled,  do  hereby 

submit  the  following  resolution  to  the  Twentieth  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 

Resolved,  that  we  are  in  hearty  accord  with  the  thrift  move- 
ment as  recommended  by  our  American  Sisters  and  Brothers 
in  their  resolution  and  recommend  the  purchase  of  War  Saving 
Stamps,  Victory  Bonds  and  other  Government  securities  offered 
by  the  present  Canadian  Government  to  all  our  Canadian  Sis- 
ter and  Brother  Textile  Workers. 

(Signed)       Frank  Walters 
J.  E.  Enright 
Estelle  Darling 
Michael  Purcell 
Oscar  Nanth. 
H.  S.  Smith 
Thos.  Flanigan 

Your  Committee  concurs  in  this  resolutoin  and  so  moves. 
The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted. 
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President  Golden  :  Delegate  Harbor,  Secretary  of  Commit- 
tee on  Organization  will  now  report. 

Delegate  Harbor  (Local  113,  Manchester)  (Secretary  of 
Committee  on  Organization)  : 

RESOLUTION  NO  42 

Whereas,  the  organizers  have  never  met  only  at  conventions, 
and 

Whereas,  the  many  grievances,  conditions  and  questions  per- 
taining to  the  policies  of  our  International  Union  are  not  fully 
understood  and 

Whereas,  believing  that  the  best  interests  of  our  International 
Union  would  be  furthered  if  the  organizers  and  the  general 
officers  would  hold  meetings  occasionally  to  talk  over  these  mat- 
ters, therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  that  the  General  President  be  empowered  to  call 
metings  of  all  organizers  at  least  three  times  each  year. 

Respectfully  submitted,  Your  Organizers, 

Mary  Kelleher 
Thomas  J.  Reagan 
John  Thomas 
John  Thomas 
Horace  A.  Riviere 
John  J.  Dean 
Frank  A.  Mileady 
Edward  F.  Callaghan 
Henry  Eatough 
Joseph  A.  White 

The  Committee  concurs  in  this  resolution  and  moves  its  adop- 
tion. 

The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted. 

RESOLUTION  NO  43 

Whereas,  the  living  expenses  including  hotel  rates  have  ad- 
vanced in  proportions  to  all  other  commodities,  and 

Whereas,  the  present  law  is  inadequate  to  meet  said  ex- 
penses, therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  that  two  dollars  a  day  additional  be  allowed  to  the 
present  rate,  and  be  it  further 
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Resolved,  that  an  increase  of  $4.32  per  week  be  added  to 
the  present  salary  of  all  organizers. 

Respectfully  submitted,  Your  Organizers, 

Mary  Kelleher 
Thomas  J.  Reagan 
John  Thomas 
Horace  A.  Riviere 
John  J.  Dean 
Frank  A.  Meleady 
Edward  F.  Callaghan 
Henry  Eatough 
Joseph  R.  White 

The  Committee  concurs  in  this  resolution  and  recommends 
it  to  this  convention. 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  (Chair- 
man of  Committee  on  Organization)  :  As  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee I  took  the  position,  as  did  my  colleagues  on  that  Commil- 
tee,  that  that  was  legislation  and  should  have  been  referred  to 
the  Law  Committee ;  but  we  argued  it  out  amongst  ourselves 
and  to  get  it  before  the  convention  we  concurred  in  the  reso- 
lution. The  cost  of  living  is  high  and  the  organizers  have  a 
kind  of  a  rough  life  and  they  are  entitled  to  every  consideration 
that  our  Committee  can  be  given  them.  We  are  very  wilHng 
to  give  it  to  them  and  we  have  concurred  in  it. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  I  want  to  ask,  does 
this  resolution  apply  directly  to  the  organizers?  Do  not  look 
so  serious  down  there,  I  am  not  going  to  object  to  it.  (Laugh- 
ter.) But  I  want  to  know  why  should  not  that  include  the  wo 
vice-presidens  ?  You  are  surely  not  going  to  have  your  or- 
ganizers get  two  dollars  more  a  day  for  hotel  bills  than  your 
two  vice-presidents  who  are  constantly  on  the  road.  While 
they  are  not  classed  or  listed  as  organizers,  they  are  both  vice- 
presidents — well,  you  know  what  they  are.  As  an  Irishman's 
way  of  putting  it,  you  cannot  make  fish  of  one  and  flesh  of 
another. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury):  The  organizers 
are  allowed  $5.00  a  day  for  hotel  bills  and  this  $4.32  will  bring 
their  salaries  up  to  $50.00. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia):  A  week?  How 
much  do  they  get  now? 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  $45.68,  and  this 
$4.32  will  bring  them  to  an  even  $50.00. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25.  Philadelphia):  1  do  not  know 
much  about  hotel  expenses  generally  but  it  looks  to  me  as 
though  $7.00  a  day  is  a  little  high.    I  have  been  to  the  seashore 
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and  I  know  of  course  down  there  they  know  how  to  charge.  I 
want  to  know  about  every  item,  because  when  1  go  back  I  want 
the  approval  of  my  organization.  This  money  that  is  paid  in 
the  shape  of  a  per  capita  tax  is  paid  in  the  interest  of  the  United 
Textile  Workers  of  America  and  while  I  may  be  generous,  per- 
haps my  organization  would  not  be  quite  as  generous.  In  other 
words  I  feel  that  $7.00  a  day  is  a  little  high. 

Now  if  I  may  be  permitted,  1  move  to  amend  that  by  making 
it  $6.00  a  day.  I  know  we  get  along  on  $5.00  a  day,  the 
delegates  from  our  local,  when  we  travel  for  the  local. 

Mr.  Chairman,  1  would  like  to  amend  this  and  make  the  hotel 
expenses  $6.00  a  day  instead  of  $7.00  a  day. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  amendment.  Do  I 
hear  that  seconded? 

Delegate  Whalen  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  1  will  second 
that. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  I  am  sorry  to  be 
hopping  up  and  down  like  this,  but  now  again  you  are  estab- 
lishing a  precedent.  Are  you  going  to  pay  your  organizers 
$L92  a  week  more  than  you  are  paying  your  vice-presidents? 
Are  you  going  to  have  the  vice-presidents  receive  an  increase 
that  will  be  in  keeping  with  their  official  position  as  National 
Vice-Presidents?  Surely  you  are  not  going  to  pay  the  organi- 
zers more  than  you  are  paying  your  two  vice-presidents,.  I 
bring  this  up  because  I  think  it  is  right  when  the  thing  is 
threshed  out  that  it  ought  to  be  all  threshed  out. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  do  not  want  to 
play  any  favorites  at  all. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  Neither  do  L 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  If  it  is  good  for 
the  organizers  to  have  $6.00  a  day  to  meet  their  hotel  bills,  it 
is  just  as  good  for  every  official  we  got  that  travels  to  have 
the  same.  I  want  to  include  everyone  of  the  officials  that  travel 
under  that  basis  of  $6.00  a  day  for  hotel  expenses. 

Delegate  Whalen  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  I  include  that, 
that  it  include  all  the  officials  that  have  to  travel. 

Delegate  McKosKY  (Local  706,  Philadelphia):  As  one  of 
the  Vice-Presidents,  of  course  not  knowing  whether  I  will  be 
the  following  year  or  not,  I  want  to  say  that  I  am  heartily  in 
accord  with  the  resolution  recommended  by  the  Committee  on 
Organization,  and  whether  the  Vice-Presidents  get  an  increase  in 
salary  or  not,  I  honestly  believe  that  the  organizers  are  entitled 
to  what  they  are  asking  for  and  if  the  convention  feels  that 
way,  take  care  of  the  organizers  at  least,  and  then  if  you  do 
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not  care  to  do  anything  for  the  Vice-Presidents,  that  is  entirely 
up  to  you  people. 

Delegate  Burns  (Local  446,  Cohoes)  :  As  one  of  he  Com- 
mittee I  would  like  at  this  time  to  offer  a  substitute  for  the 
whole.    There  has  been  an  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

President  Golden:  There  is  a  motion  and  an  amendment 
and  an  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

Delegate  Burns  (Local  446,  Cohoes)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
would  offer  at  this  time  a  substitute  for  the  whole,  that  the  whole 
matter  be  referred  back  to  the  Committee  to  take  up  the  ques- 
tion of  including  the  two  Vice-Presidents  in  this  increase  in  sal- 
ary and  expenses. 

Delegate  Kelly  (Local  1137,  Manchester)  :  I  wish  to  second 
that. 

President  Golden:  If  you  are  going  to  include  the  two  Vice- 
Presidents,  then  the  resolution  must  go  to  the  Committee  on 
Law  because  there  is  a  clause  in  our  constitution  that  makes 
the  expenditure  the  sum  of  $5.00  a  day. 

Delegate  Burns  (Local  446,  Cohoes)  :I  withdraw  that  mo- 
tion. 

President  Golden  :  Why  withdraw  it  ?  Why  not  have  it  go 
to  the  Committee  on  Law?  We  are  trying  to  get  this  straight- 
ened out.  It  has  been  called  to  my  attention  that  the  organi- 
zers* matter  being  for  the  Organization  Committee  and  Com- 
mittee on  Law,  having  jurisdiction  over  the  other  matter  of 
the  increase  -  in  the  expenses  or  salaries.  I  want  to  ask  Dele- 
gate Burns  if  he  is  favorable  to  this  suggestion:  That  the  whole 
subject  matter  be  referred  back  to  the  Committee  on  Law  and 
to  the  Committee  on  Organization  to  meet  jointly  and  bring  in 
a  recommendation  concurrently  submitted  at  a  later  session  of 
this  convention. 

Delegate  Burns  (Local  446,  Cohoes)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
will  be  satisfactory  to  me.  My  object  in  making  that  substi- 
tute was  to  clear  up  the  matter  in  regard  to  the  vice-presidents. 

President  Golden  :  The  motion  is  that  the  whole  subject 
matter  under  discussion  be  referred  to  a  joint  meeting  of  the 
Committee  on  Law  and  the  Committee  on  Organization  to  bring 
in  a  resolution  covering  the  whole  subject  at  a  later  session; 
that  will  be  a  substitute  for  the  whole. 

The  question  was  called  for  and  adopted. 

Delegate  Creech  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  Yesterday  after- 
noon there  was  a  special  order  of  business  set  for  2  o'clock 
today.  There  was  no  provision  at  that  time  made  to  provide 
for  today's  session. 


UNITED  TEXTILE  WORKERS  OF  AMERICA 


101 


I  move  you  at  this  time  that  we  adjourn  at  12.30  o'clock  and 
reconvene  at  2  and  continue  in  session  until  5. 

The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chair- 
man and  delegates.  I  move  that  we  extend  a  vote  of  thanks 
from  this  convention  to  Delegate  Fleming  and  the  Committee 
of  Textile  Workers  of  the  City  of  Manchester,  Central  Labor 
Union  and  the  officials  of  the  Amoskeag  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany for  the  entertainment  and  the  courtesy  that  they  have  ex- 
tended to  the  delegates  of  this  convention,  also  to  the  President 
of  the  State  Federation. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

President  Golden  :  That  motion  will  include  all  those  who 
have  co-operated  toward  our  enjoyment  and  our  comfort  and 
entertainment. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  Would  Delegate 
O'Donnell  include  in  his  motion  that  that  contain  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  our  splendid  messenger  for  his  wonderful  service  and 
our  very  vigilant  Sergeant  at  Arms. 

President  Golden  :  The  understanding  is  that  Brother  O'Don- 
nell's  motion  includes  everybody  from  the  top  to  the  bottom 
who  have  contributed  toward  our  enjoyment  and  comfort  and 
entertainment.    Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

President  Golden  :  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  sig- 
nify by  saying  "aye."  Those  opposed  "no."  It  is  a  unani- 
mous vote  and  so  ordered. 

Delegate  McKosky  (Local  706,  Philadelphia)  (Chairman  of 
Committee  on  Law)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  might  say  that  the  secre- 
tary of  the  Committee  on  Law  has  been  just  called  out  by  the 
Grievance  Committee  but  I  feel  we  will  be  able  to  go  ahead  with 
the  report. 

The  first  resolution  submitted  to  the  Committee  was  Reso- 
lution No.  9 : 

RESOLUTION  NO  9 

To  the  United  Textile  Workers  Convention : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  New  England  Woolen  Spinners  District 
Council,  held  in  Lowell,  September  25th,  it  was  voted  to  present 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  that  article  14  be  eliminated  as  it  conflicts  with  article 
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13  of  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  United  Textile  Workers 
of  America. 

(Signed) 

John  S.  Barrett.    Local  Union  1123,  Lawrence,  Mass. 
Thomas  Brick,  Local  Union  787,  Maynard,  Mass. 
George  Allan.  Local  Union  959,  Lowell,  Mass. 

The  Committee  recommends  non-concurrence  as  they  cannot 
see  in  any  way  how  Article  14  conflicts  with  Article  13. 

However,  they  recognize  that  Articel  14  be  inserted  as  Sec- 
tion 1  of  Article  13.    I  will  read  the  Article. 

"Article  14. — All  local  unions  putting  in  demands  for  new 
wage  scales  or  changed  working  conditions  must  first  submit 
such  demands  to  the  International  Officers  for  endorsement  by 
the  Executive  Council  or  Emergency  Committee  before  submit- 
ting them  to  their  employers." 

The  Committee  non-concurs  in  the  resolution  that  asks  that 
that  be  stricken  out. 

I  move  the  adoption  of  the  Committee's  report. 

Delegate  McCarthy  (Local  1137,  Manchester)  :  I  would  like 
to  have  him  read  Article  14. 

Delegate  McKosky  (Local  706.  Philadelphia):  I  have  just 
read  it. 

Delegate  McCarthy  (Local  1137,  Manchester)  :  Article  13, 
read  that  then. 

Delegate  IVIcKosky  (Local  706,  Philadelphia)  (Chairman  of 
Committee  on  Law)  : 

''Article  13 — (jrievances.  Section  1. — Every  local  union  affiliated 
with  this  organization  having  any  grievance  with  their  employers 
shall  first  try  to  settle  their  dispute  locally  without  resorting  to  a 
strike  and  failing  to  have  their  grievance  remedied,  shall  notify  the 
President  or  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  International  Union,  giv- 
ing the  cause  of  the  grievance  in  dispute,  what  the  wages  are,  hours 
and  conditions  of  labor,  what  advances,  if  any,  are  sought,  what  re- 
ductions, if  any,  are  oiTered.  State  the  numher  employed  and 
the  number  unemployed.  The  state  of  trade  generally  in  the 
locality  and  the  number  of  persons  involved,  union  and  non- 
union, and  also  the  number  of  members  who  would  be  entitled 
to  the  benefits  herein  provided  should  the  application  be  au- 
thorized and  approved.  The  International  Officers  shall  have 
the  power  to  summon  the  Executive  Council  or  Emergency  Com- 
mittee. They  shall  inquire  into  such  grievances  and  if  satis- 
factory evidence  is  produced  they  shall  have  the  power  lo  order 
a  strike  and  they  shall  receive  such  benefits  as  the  general  laws 
provide,  but  under  no  circumstances  shall  any  strike  be  recog- 
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nized  that  has  not  been  authorized  and  endorsed  by  the  Exe- 
cutive Council  or  Emergency  Committee.  The  Officers  will  see 
that  this  rule  is  enforced. 

Section  2. —  before  a  strike  can  he  authorized  the  [nterna- 
tional  Officers  or  a  representative  designated  by  the  Emergency 
Committee  must  make  an  investigation  of  said  grievance  and 
try  to  effect  a  settlement. 

Section  3. — When  a  strike  is  ordered  by  the  International 
Union  it  shall  include  all  the  operatives  employed  in  the  mill  or 
corporation  where  such  strike  is  ordered,  providing  such  course 
is  deemed  expedient  by  the  Emergency  Committee  or  Executive 
Council. 

Section  4. — All  strike  votes  by  local  unions  must  be  by  ballot, 
and  will  require  a  two-thirds  majority  to  favor  a  strike. 

Section  5. — In  any  case  where  a  group  of  members  of  any 
local  union  undertake  to  declare  a  strike  where  an  agreement 
exists  between  the  employer  and  our  International  Union  or  in 
violation  of  the  rules  of  our  International  Union,  the  Interna- 
tional Officers  shall  demand  the  expulsion  of  those  members  who 
have  committed  such  violation,  and  the  Executive  Council  or 
Emergency  Committee  shall  have  power  to  revoke  the  charter 
of  any  local  union  that  refuses  to  expel  such  members  who  vio- 
late the  strike  rules  of  the  International  Union,  subject  to  appeal 
to  the  next  convention." 

The  Committee  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  first  was  the  only 
clause  that  Article  14  could  be  construed  as  in  confliction  with, 
but  there  seems  in  our  mind  to  be  a  misunderstanding  between 
the  question  of  a  grievance  and  the  question  of  the  right  to 
submit  a  demand  for  increase  in  wages. 

The  Committee  takes  the  position  that  the  submission  of  a 
demand  for  an  increase  in  wages  is  not  a  grievance  until  the 
employers  have  refused  to  grant  that  increase  and  then  it  be- 
comes a  grievance  and  should  be  dealt  with  under  the  laws  gov- 
erning grievances. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Law  in  which  it  non-concurs  in  the  resolution.  Are 
you  ready  for  the  question? 

Delegate  Garrity  (Local  1232,  Providence)  :  We  accept  the 
explanation  of  the  Committee.  A  part  of  the  clause  is  confus- 
ing, however,  to  a  great  many  people.  They  do  not  seem  to 
realize  that  one  clause  of  it  is  to  settle  your  difficulties,  if  pos- 
sible, locally.  Then  in  Section  14  you  submit  it  to  the  Inter- 
national. I  can  clearly  see  the  change  myself,  but  it  is  confusing 
to  a  lot  of  the  members  who  thought  that  it  would  be  a  good 
thing  to  put  it  in  a  form  so  that  it  would  be  more  readily 
understood  by  the  average  worker.  There  is  no  protest  against 
the  law  at  all  but  the  form. 


Report  of  Conunittee  adopted. 
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RESOLUTION  NO  11 

To  the  Delegates  of  the  Twentieth  Annual  Convention  of  the 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 

Whereas,  the  necessity  for  conserving  the  resources  of  the 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America  by  the  elimination  of  aj>- 
parent  waste  now  going  on  under  the  law  of  the  United  Tex- 
tile Workers  of  America  is  a  prime  necessity  at  this  time,  and 

Whereas,  we  believe  that  the  system  now  in  force  of  record- 
ing the  paying  of  dues  by  due  stamps  sent  out  and  paid  for  from 
the  funds  of  the  International  treasury  to  the  local  unions  is 
not  a  popular  system  of  the  local  unions,  and 

Whereas,  we  believe  that  but  a  small  percentage  of  the  local 
unions  are  using  the  due  stamps  for  the  purpose  intended, 
therefore;  be  it 

Resolved,  that  in  the  interest  of  economy  of  the  funds  of  the 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  the  General-Secretary- 
Treasurer  will  notify  all  local  unions  that  after  December,  1920, 
no  more  due  stamps  will  be  forwarded. 

(Signed)       George  Creech  L.  U.  25 

Samuel  Greer  L.  U.  25 

Tobias  Hall  L.  U.  25 

Matthew  MacFarlane  L.U.25 

On  inquiry  from  one  of  the  signers  of  the  resolution,  the  Com- 
mittee learned  that  where  they  used  the  words  "due  stamps" 
they  intended  to  refer  to  ''per  capita  stamp"  issued  by  the  In- 
ternational Union. 

The  Committee  recommends  concurrence  in  the  resolution 
and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  incoming  Executive  Board  in  order 
that  they  may  devise  a  practical  stamp  system  and  report  to  the 
next  convention,  discontinuing  the  present  per  capia  tax  sys- 
tem. 

I  move  that  the  recomm.endation  of  the  Committee  be  adopted. 

Delegates  Powers,  McFarlane,  Webber,  Starr  spoke  on 
the  question. 

Adopted. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  27 

Whereas,  there  has  been  a  prestige  established  in  the  South 
to  take  in  honorary  members  and  such  members  are  not  bona 
fide  textile  workers;  these  members  in  many  cases  have  over- 
stepped their  honorary  membership,  and 

Whereas,  Article  one  of  the  constitution  very  plainly  states 
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that  only  members  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  wool,  cotton, 
etc.,  can  be  members  of  a  textile  workers  union,  therofer,  be  it 

Resolved,  that  a  clause  be  inserted  in  Article  one  to  be  Sec- 
tion 2  as  follows : 

"No  local  union  shall  have  as  an  honorary  member  any  per- 
son who  has  not  been  formerly  a  member  of  the  United  Textile 
Workers  of  America." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)       Mary  Kelleher. 

The  Committee  on  Law  concurs  in  the  resolution  and  moves 
the  adoption  of  the  Committee's  report. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

Delegate  Hanley  (Local  734,  Lowell)  :  I  would  like  to  ask 
if  that  pertains  to  a  textile  council,  that  law? 

Delegate  McKosky  (Local  706,  Philadelphia)  (Secretary  ot 
Committee  on  Law)  :  I  would  say  that  as  far  as  the  Law  Com- 
mittee is  concerned,  the  law  simply  pertains  to  honorary  mem- 
bership in  local  organizations. 

Delegates  Zuersher,  Powers,  Hanley,  Webber,  Kelleher, 
spoke  on  the  question. 

President  Golden  :  I  am  just  half  past.  I  started  from  the 
time  by  my  watch  and  the  hour  of  12.30  having  arrived  we 
will  adjourn  until  2  o'clock. 

Whereupon  at  12.30  o'clock  p.  m.  the  convention  adjourned 
to  convene  at  2  p.  m. 
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SEVENTH  SESSION 


Friday  Afternoon,  October  8,  1920 

The  meeting'  was  called  to  order  by  President  Golden  at  2 
o'clock  p.  m. 

President  Golden  :  The  convention  will  come  to  order.  The 
special  order  of  business  is  the  election  of  o0icers,  the  Exe- 
cutive Council  and  the  place  of  the  next  convention  and  also 
the  delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

Before  starting  in,  the  Secretary-Treasurer  has  some  com- 
munication here  that  she  wishes  to  read. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  This  telegram  came 
to  one  of  our  delegates.  Delegate  Zuersher  of  Paterson,  New 
Jersey  and  I  know  it  will  be  of  interest  to  the  eastern  delegates 
particularly. 

'*Dear  Friend  and  Brother.  In  answer  to  your  request  as 
regards  Johnson  and  Cowdin  case,  all  went  to  work  per  his  plan. 
Everything  is  settled.    May  send  letter  later.    Signed  "F." 

Delegate  Zuersher  (Local  1058,  Paterson)  :  I  just  want  to 
point  out  to  the  delegates  one  thing  in  regard  to  that  telegram. 
That  strike  has  been  won  through  our  local  being  able  to  disci- 
pline its  members.  We  did  something  in  Paterson  that  has  not 
been  done  by  the  National  themselves,  ordering  our  men  to  go 
to  work  after  two  weeks  strike  for  eight  hours  to  see  if  a  set- 
tlement could  be  made  according  to  the  firm's  wishes.  T^hat 
request  was  complied  with  by  our  members  who  returned  to 
work  yesterday  for  the  eight  hours  and  came  to  a  settlement 
during  the  time  that  they  were  working. 

That  shows  that  discipline  can  sometimes  win  a  fight.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

Vice-President  McMahon  assumes  the  Chair. 

Chairman  McMahon  (Local  505,  Providence)  :  The  first 
order  of  business  is  the  nomination  and  election  of  a  General 
President.    The  nominations  are  now  in  order. 

Delegate  Garrity  (Local  1232,  Providence)  :  A  man  that  I 
wish  to  nominate  you  all  heard  him  speak  on  the  convention 
floor  and  I  wish  to  place  the  name  of  Francis  Johnston  of  May- 
nard  in  nomination  for  President. 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  rise  to  place  in  nomination  a  man  that  has  struggled  for 
years  to  build  this  International  Organization,  a  man  that  has 
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sacrificed  his  young  days  in  (jrdcr  to  uplift  the  Textile  Work- 
ers of  the  United  States  and  whatever  he  has  carried  out,  he  has 
done  in  our  behalf.  Mr.  Chairman,  he  has  left  a  lasting  monu- 
ment to  the  Textile  Workers  of  America  when  he  led  the  fight 
for  the  forty-eight  hour  work  day.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have 
nothing  more  to  say  in  his  behalf  or  any  further  praise.  You 
all  know  him.  I  offer  to  this  convention  the  present  incumbent 
in  the  Chair.  John  Golden.     (Prolonged  applause.) 

Chairman  McMahon  (Local  505,  Providence):  Are  there 
any  further  nominations  ? 

Delegate  Kraus  (Local  1206,  Willimantic )  :  1  move  you  that 
the  nominations  be  closed. 

The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted. 

Chairman  McMahon  (Local  505,  Providence)  : 

The  ballots  will  be  prepared  by  the  Secretary.  I  will  ap- 
point as  tellers  brother  George  Waterhouse  of  Maynard,  Dele- 
gate Geiges  of  Philadelphia  and  Brother  Gray  of  Paterson,  N.  J., 
Brother  Flanigan  from  Canada  and  Brother  Pierce  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  L  as  judge  and  tellers. 

^'iCE- President  McKosk^':  The  next  in  order,  w  hile  the  bal- 
lots are  beini^'  distributed  is  the  nomination  and  election  of  a  \''ice- 
President  of  the  I  nited  Textile  Workers  of  America. 

Delegate  Powers  (Local  486,  Pawtucket)  :  The  other  nomi- 
nators have  been  very  brief  and  I  will  be  the  same.  I  could  say 
a  great  deal,  but  I  do  not  know  that  the  occasion  warrants  it 
After  giving  the  matter  of  the  ofificers  considerable  considera- 
tion, I  believe  at  this  time  perhaps  it  would  be  of  interest  to  con- 
tinue as  far  as  possible  to  make-up  as  it  exists  at  the  present 
time. 

Without  going  into  the  merits  or  demerits  of  one  man  for 
another,  knowing  that  the  delegates  here  through  their  own  con- 
victions are  going  to  express  their  own  minds  as  they  please — 
and  one  of  the  last  things  I  would  want  to  do  would  be  to  influ- 
ence the  mind  of  anybody,  but  for  these  reasons  I  say,  and  be- 
lieving that  the  future  will  be  taken  care  of  at  least  as  well  as 
in  the  past,  I  will  place  the  name  of  Thomas  F.  McMahon  in 
nomination  for  Vice-President.    (Prolonged  applause.) 

Delegate  O'Connor  (Local  1233,  Rock  Hill)  :  I  second  the 
nomination. 

Chairman  McKoskv  (Local  706,  FMiiladelphia)  :  Thomas  F 
McMahon  has  been  nominated  for  the  ofiice  of  Vice-President, 
Are  there  any  other  nominations? 

Delegate  McCarthy  (Local  1137,  Manchester):  I  move 
that  the  nominations  be  closed. 

Dele(;ate  Garritn-  (Local  505,  Providence)  :  I  second  the 
motion. 
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Chairman  McKosky  (Local  706,  Philadelphia)  :  It  is  regu- 
larly moved  and  seconded  that  the  nominations  be  closed;  the 

nominations,  that  is,  for  Vice-President,  be  closed  on  the  name 
of  Thomas  F.  McMahon.    Are  you  ready  for  the  question  ? 

(The  question  was  called  for  and  adopted.) 

Delegate  McCarthy  (Local  1137,  Manchester)  :  I  move  that 
the  Secretary  cast  one  ballot  for  Brother  Thomas  F.  McMahon 
and  that  he  thereby  be  declared  elected  unanimously. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  It  gives  me  great 
pleasure  to  cast  one  ballot  for  First  Vice-President  Thomas  F 
McMahon,  as  the  unanimous  choice  of  this  convention.  (Pro- 
longed  applause.) 

Chairman  McKosky  (Local  706,  Philadelphia)  :  It  also  gives 
the   Chairman   great  pleasure  to  announce  that  Thomas  F 
McMahon   has   been    unanimously    elected   as    A  ice- President 
cf  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  for  the  ensuing  year 
by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  convention. 

Vice-President  McMahon  (Local  505,  Providence)  :  Mr 
President  and  Delegates,  I  wish  to  just  say  a  few  words,  to  be 
very  brief,  that  I  appreciate  again  the  honor  you  have  conferred 
upon  me  in  electing  me  as  your  Vice-President  for  the  ensuing 
year.  I  fully  realize  as  well  as  any  man  or  woman  in  this  large 
convention  of  ours  that  we  have  our  own  faults,  but  I  want  to 
assure  you  that  with  all  those  faults  we  will  still  go  down  the 
line  fighting  for  the  one  thing  we  have  in  view  regardless  of  any 
fights,  and  that  is  that  the  textile  workers  on  this  continent  shall 
reach  their  goal,  the  happy  goal  of  contentment  and  happiness 
for  the  family  and  others.  I  thank  you  from  the  bottom  of  my 
heart.    (Prolonged  applause.) 

(Vice-President  McMahon  assumes  the  chair.) 

Chairman  McMahon  (Local  505,  Providence)  :  The  next 
order  of  business  is  the  nomination  and  election  of  another 
Vice-President. 

Delegate  Creech  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  rise  to  nomi- 
nate a  man  to  the  ofiice  of  N'ice- President,  a  man  who 
happens  to  come  from  the  section  or  city  or  state  that  1  come 
from,  a  man  not  only  because  he  comes  from  Philadelphia,  and 
that  is  sufficient  reason  for  nominating  and  electing  him,  but 
because  having  come  in  contact  with  him  through  the  last  num- 
ber of  years,  I  know  him  and  his  fitness  for  the  office ;  a  man 
who  in  my  opinion  is  not  only  eligible  for  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  this  organization,  but  who  has  the  ability  that  would  war- 
rant him  for  any  office,  regardless  of  how  high  it  might  be.  His 
ability,  in  my  opinion,  compares  favorably  with  the  highest  of 
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any  of  the  officers  of  this  or  of  any  other  International  Organi- 
zation, and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  in  placing  the  name  in 
nomination  of  the  present  Vice-President  for  re-election, 
Brother  Frank  McKosky  of  Philadelphia.  (Prolonged  ap- 
plause.) 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  rise  to  second  the  nomination  of  Brother  Frank  McKosky. 
I  want  to  say  that,  as  far  as  ability  is  concerned,  that  has  been 
well  said  by  the  previous  speaker.  There  is  not  any  office,  no 
matter  how  high,  in  this  organization,  that  Brother  McKosky 
would  not  be  fitted  to  fill.  I  have  watched  him  for  quite  a  few 
years  and  I  know  him  as  a  capable  official  of  this  organization. 

Delegate  Kelly  (Local  1137,  Manchester)  :  As  representing 
one  of  the  biggest  organizations  in  ;the  State  of  New  Hampshire, 
I  wish  to  go  on  record  for  that  organization  as  seconding  the 
nomination  of  Brother  Frank  McKosky.  (Applause.) 

Chairman  McMahon  (Local  505,  Providence)  :  Are  there 
any  further  nominations? 

Delegate  Walsh  (Local  1137,  Manchester)  :  I  move  that 
the  nominations  be  closed. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

Delegate  McCarthy:  I  move  that  the  Secretary  cast  one 
ballot  in  favor  of  Brother  McKosky  for  the  office  of  X'ice-Presi- 
dent  of  the  L^nited  Textile  Workers  of  America. 

(The  motion  was  seconded.) 

Chairman  McMahon  (Local  505,  Providence)  :  All  in  favor 
will  make  it  manifest  by  saying  "aye.''  Contramind  "no."  It  is 
a  unanimous  vote  and  so  ordered. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  It  gives  me  great 
pleasure  to  cast  one  ballot  for  Vice-President  McKosky  as  V^ice- 
President  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 

Chairman  McMahon  (Local  505,  Providence)  :  It  gives  me 
great  pleasure  to  announce  the  re-election  of  Brother  Frank 
McKosky  to  the  office  of  Vice-President  of  the  International 
Union  for  the  ensuing  year.    (Prolonged  applause.) 

Vice-President  McKosky  (Local  706,  Philadelphia)  :  T 
am  sure  that  I  heartily  appreciate  the  confidence  which  you 
have  shown  in  me  as  a  representative  of  the  National  Organi- 
zation. I  also  fully  realize  that  after  the  glowing  speeches  of 
nomination  about  ability  that  it  will  devolve  upon  me  to  try  to 
carry  out  the  duties  of  the  office  in  a  way  that  will  measure  up 
to  that  expressed  by  the  delegates  that  nominated  me.  I  want 
to  say  that  since  I  have  been  one  of  the  vice-presidents  of  your 
International  Organization,  I  have  tried  to  the  utmost  of  my 
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ability  to  carry  out  what  I  thought  were  the  desires  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Textile  Workers  afifiliated  with  this  organization 
according  to  the  constitution  which  you  give  to  the  ofificers  to 
work  upon.  It  may  be  that  we  may  have  dissensions  from  time 
to  time  among  some  of  our  members,  but  I  believe  that  an  or- 
ganization rests  entirely  on  its  constitution  and  laws,  and  I  have 
done  my  utmost  to  be  guided  in  my  actions  by  the  laws  of  this 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America  regardless  of  whether  my 
actions  created  a  popular  sentiment  or  an  unpopular  sentiment 
so  far  as  I  was  concerned  personally. 

I  want  to  assure  the  delegates  of  this  convention,  now  that  you 
have  again  re-elected  me,  that  I  will  carry  out  the  duties  of  the 
office  to  the  very  best  of  my  ability  and  do  everything  within  my 
power  to  make  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  the  suc- 
cess that  it  really  should  be.    (Prolonged  applause.) 

Chairman  McMahon  (Local  505,  Providence):  While  the 
tellers  are  collecting  and  counting  the  ballots,  the  next  order  of 
business  is  the  nomination  and  election  of  a  Secretarv-Treasurer 
of  this  organization. 

The  nominations  are  now  in  order. 

Delegate  Starr  (Local  678,  Paterson)  :  The  other  nomina- 
tions that  have  been  made  for  the  several  offices,  the  men  getting 
up  to  make  the  nominations  generally  said,  'T  rise  to  nominate 
a  man,  and  so  forth."  We  are  going  to  change  the  subject.  I 
rise  to  nominate  a  woman  this  time. 

I  might  say,  Mr.  President,  that  1  believe  as  Brother  Powers 
has  said,  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  come  before  the  convention 
with  a  long  speech  about  the  qualifications  of  this  party  1  am 
going  to  nominate  for  this  office.  vShe  has  been  honored  not 
only  by  the  Textile  Workers,  but  she  has  been  honored  by  the 
great  American  Federation  of  Labor.  She  has  been  honored  by 
the  United  States  Government.  She  has  held  several  positions 
thaf  tested  her  qualifications  for  the  office  that  she  is  now  about 
to  be  nominated  for.  1  might  say  for  the  sixth  time  I  am  on  the 
floor  of  this  convention  to  put  before  you  the  name  of  Sara  A. 
Conbox.  one  of  the  best  secretaries,  I  believe,  in  the  labor  move- 
ment today  and  a  woman  second  to  none,  as  far  as  abilities  are 
concerned. 

Therefore  1  place  before  you  the  name  of  Sara  A.  Conboy  as 
.Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 
(Prolonged  a])plaiise.) 

(Delegate  Darling  (Local  2000,  Almonte):  1  wish,  as  a 
Canadian,  to  second  that  motion. 

Delegate  Cakkoll  (I>ocal  1124,  C'olumbus)  :  I  also  wish  to 
second  it. 
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Chairman  McMahon  (Local  505,  Providence):  Are  there 
any  other  nominations? 

Delegate  McGoldrjck  (Local  899,  Cohoes)  :  1  move  that 
the  nominations  he  closed. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

Delegate  Smith  (Local  439,  Paterson):  1  arise  to  make  a 
motion  that  our  Vice-President  cast  one  hallot  for  the  election  of 
Secretary-Treasurer  Conboy. 

(The  motion  was  seconded.) 

Chairman  McMahon  (Local  505,  Providence)  :  It  is  regu- 
larly moved  and  seconded  that  Vice-President  McKosky  cast  one 
ballot  as  the  unanimous  choice  of  this  convention  for  Sara  A. 
Conboy  as  Secretary-Treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Vice-President  McKoskv  (Local  706.  Philadelphia):  It 
is  a  decided  pleasure  to  cast  a  ballot  for  the  re-election  of  Sara 
A.  Conboy  for  the  office  of  Secretary-Treasurer  in  the  United 
Textile  Workers  of  America.    (Prolonged  applause.) 

Chairman  McMahon  (Local  505,  Providence)  :  It  gives  me 
great  pleasure,  as  the  presiding  officer,  to  say  that  Mrs.  Sara  A. 
Conboy  is  now  declared  re-elected  as  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America  for  the  ensuing  year.  (Pro- 
longed applause.) 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  Mr.  Chairman 
and  Felow  Delegates,  I  am  not  going  to  take  up  any  of  your  time 
except  for  a  very  brief  minute,  just  to  say,  "Thank  you"  for 
my  re-election.  I  know  that  in  the  work  that  1  have  had  to  do 
in  the  office  that  I  have,  in  keeping  the  laws  of  the  organization 
in  connection  with  the  other  officials,  made  some  enemies,  but  I 
am  going  to  continue  for  this  year  doing  my  work  the  same  as 
I  have  done  in  the  past.  (Applause.)  It  is  not  an  easy  job. 
The  office  has  grown  from  one  office  girl,  when  1  took  the  office 
six  years  ago,  to  nine  girls  in  the  office  now.  We  had  just  one 
little  room,  and  today  we  have  to  have  five  in  which  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  the  organization.  We  have  grown  into  a  splen- 
did big  organization  through  the  efforts  and  guidance  of  the 
officials  of  this  International  Union. 

Now  that  the  balloting  is  all  over  and  all  done.  I  want  to  say 
this,  that  I  am  glad  at  this  minute  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
saying  that  President  Golden  has  guided  my  footsteps  in  the 
carrying  out  of  the  work  of  the  office.  I  owe  to  him  any  suc- 
cess that  I  may  have  ever  accompHshed.    (Prolonged  applause.) 

Chairman  McMahon  :  The  next  business  before  the  con- 
vention is  the  nomination  of  an  Executive  Council  of  the  United 
Textile  Workers  of  America. 

The  nominations  are  now  in  order. 
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Delegate  Reagan  (Local  26,  Lowell)  :  I  think  you  ought  to 
announce  how  many. 

Chairman  McMahon  (Local  505,  Providence)  :  There  are 
nine  to  be  elected,  according  to  our  laws,  on  the  Executive  Board. 
Nine  only  can  be  voted  for. 

Delegate  Gray  (Local  678,  Paterson)  :  Personally,  I  think 
we  have  come  to  the  time  in  this  convention  where  I  ithink  it  is 
one  of  the  most  important  parts  of  our  business,  the  selecting  of 
men  and  women  that  will  guide  our  destinies,  the  destinies  of 
this  International  Union,  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Therefore,  I  am  going  to  nominate  a  man  who  in  my  opinion 
is  far  beyond  reproach,  whose  character  is  A  No.  1 ;  a  man  who 
has  lived  his  life  and  dedicated  it  not  only  to  organized  labor, 
but  to  the  unorganized ;  a  man  who  has  done  everything,  in  my 
opinion,  to  uplift  labor  to  a  high  level.  You  have  heard  a  tele- 
gram read  off  today  from  Paterson  relating  ito  a  strike  in  John- 
son &  Cowdin.  Through  the  efforts  of  this  very  man  the  con- 
ference with  the  manufacturers  was  brought  about,  and  I  can 
honestly  say  it  was  through  this  man  that  this  strike  has  been 
brought  to  a  peaceful  solution. 

In  our  own  local  we  had  five  strikes  against  a  reduction  of 
wages.  I  received  a  letter  the  other  day  stating  that  the  fourth 
strike  had  been  cleaned  up  and  every  man  had  gone  back  to  work 
on  the  same  wages  as  they  struck  for.  That  only  leaves  one  little 
shop  at  the  present  time. 

So  delegates,  I  present  to  this  convention  for  nomination  and 
for  your  consideration,  the  name  of  James  Starr,  Business  Agent 
of  Workers  Local  No.  1668.  (Applause.) 

Delegate  McGoldrick  (Local  899,  Cohoes)  :  I  wish  to  sec- 
ond the  nomination  of  Brother  Starr. 

Delegate  Jemery  (Local  734,  Lowell)  :  Mr.  President,  I 
wish  to  place  the  name  of  a  man  in  nomination  here.  I  am  not 
going  to  take  up  much  of  your  time,  because  I  do  not  have  to. 
The  man  that  is  on  the  Board  already  is  well  known  on  the  Board 
and,  as  far  as  business  is  concerned,  has  done  good  work  for 
years  back.  In  my  estimation  he  has  saved  quite  a  lot  to  this 
great  body,  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 

I  take  the  greatest  pleasure,  and  I  hope  the  delegates  will  not 
forget  him,  in  presenting  the  name  of  John  Hanley  of  Lowell. 
(Applause.) 

(The  nomination  was  seconded.) 

Delegate  McKosky  (Local  706,  Philadelphia)  :  I  arise  at 
this  time  to  place  in  nomination  as  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Board  the  name  of  a  man  who  has  served  in  that  capacity  for  a 
number  of  years  and  a  man  who  has  conducted  himself  in  a  way 
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as  to  lead  iiie  to  believe  him  one  of  the  most  efficient  and  a  man 
that  has  as  great  executive  ability  as  any  member  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council ;  the  man  who  is  known  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia as  "The  Old  Warhorse  of  the  Textile  Workers." 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  ])lacc  in  n()iiiinalif)n  the  name  of 
Brother  Arthur  McDonnell. 

(The  nomination  was  seconded.) 

Delegate  Blair  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  1  would  like  to 
take  the  pleasure  of  seconding  the  nomination  of  Delegate  Arthur 
McDonnell,  not  because  he  is  the  Business  Agent  of  the  organi- 
zation that  I  represent  or  President  of  the  organization,  but  sim- 
ply because  I  have  been  on  the  street  with  him  for  the  last  six 
months,  from  the  day  of  the  strike.  I  have  watched  him  closely, 
and  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  a  man  any  better  fitted  for  the 
office  of  the  Executive  Board. 

(Delegate  Creech,  Local  25,  Philadelphia,  assumes  the  chair.) 

Chairman  Creech  (Local  25,  Philadelpliia)  :  I  want  to  state 
that  the  names  of  all  the  nominees  will  be  placed  on  the  black- 
board as  they  are  made,  so  that  each  and  every  member  will  not 
have  to  make  a  memoranda  on  their  sheet  unless  they  desire  to 
do  so. 

Delegate  McMahon  (Local  505.  Providence)  :  I  take  pleas- 
ure, great  pleasure,  at  this  time  in  proposing  the  name  of  a  man 
from  our  district  who  for  many  years  has  been  an  active  worker, 
upon  whose  shoulders  has_fallen  many  times  single-handed  the 
work  of  defending  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America.  In 
years  gone  by  up  until  the  present  time  he  has  successfully  car- 
ried to  the  corners  of  our  state  and  to  the  contiguous  states,  the 
doctrine  of  trade  unionism.  His  sterling  character  you  all  know. 
T  take  pleasure  in  nominating  Brother  John  H.  Powers  of  Paw- 
tucket,  R.  L    (Prolonged  cheers  and  applause.) 

Delelgate  Singleton  (Local  604,  Pawtucket)  :  I  second  the 
nomination. 

Delegate  Wash  (Local  520,  Cohoes)  :  I  want  to  place  in 
nomination  for  the  Executive  Board  a  man  w:ho  has  done  great 
work  in  the  year  that  he  has  been  a  Board  member ;  a  man  who 
has  been  tested  by  fire ;  a  man  that  cannot  be  improved  upon,  to 
my  mind. 

I  want  to  place  in  nomination  for  the  Executive  Board,  the 
name  of  George  W^hite. 

Delegate  Lackin  (Local  899,  Cohoes)  :  I  second  the  nomi- 
nation of  George  White  of  Cohoes. 

Delegate  Beardsley  (Local  825,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  notice  that  the  previous  men  who  have  been  nominated 
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are  all  present  members  of  the  Board.  At  this  time  I  desire  to 
nominate  a  man  who  is  not  at  this  time  a  member  of  the  Execu- 
tive Board,  but  has  been  one  in  the  past.  I  believe  at  the  time 
he  was  a  member  of  that  Board  he  held  the  respect  of  the  entire 
body  of  workers  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America.  It 
can  be  safely  said  that  he  knows  the  work  of  the  United  Textile 
Workers  of  America  at  the  present  time.  He  is  not  a  young 
fellow ;  he  is  an  old  fellow  in  the  labor  game  and  knows  it  from 
A  to  Z.  I  think  the  officials  will  bear  me  out,  and  also  the  dele- 
gates, that  he  does  not  play  any  favorites,  has  no  fear,  and  he 
stands  on  his  merits. 

I  take  pleasure  in  placing  before  you  the  name  of  Tobias  Hall 
of  Philadelphia. 

Delegate  West  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  I  second  the 
nomination. 

Delegate  McGoldrick  (Local  899,  Cohoes)  :  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  rise  at  this  time  to  place  before  this  convention  the  name  of  an 
Executive  Board  member,  the  name  of  Brother  Charles  Burns. 
I  feel  the  people  from  Cohoes  are  deserving  of  having  some  re- 
spect shown  to  Brother  Burns.  During  our  trouble  he  was  on 
the  job  for  two  or  three  weeks  and  brought  spinners  and  worked 
day  and  night. 

Out  of  respect  for  what  he  has  done  and  in  behalf  of  the  Tex- 
tile Workers  of  the  city  of  Cohoes,  I  place  before  this  conven- 
tion the  name  of  Brother  Burns. 

Delegate  Carpenter  (Local  1083,  Cohoes)  :  I  second  the 
nomination  of  Mr.  Burns. 

Delegate  Laughlin  (Local  1222,  Concord)  :  I  rise  to  nomi- 
nate a  man  from  the  southern  states,  and  I  desire  to  place  be- 
fore you  the  name  of  Luther  M.  Barnhardt  of  Local  1222,  Con- 
cord, a  man  whom  I  worked  with  side  by  side  in  mill  work;  a 
man  whom  I  have  worked  with  in  the  local  union  of  my  own 
home ;  a  man  whom  I  have  found  to  be  straightforward  in  every 
way. 

As  we  have  no  one  on  this  Committee  at  the  present  time,  I 
think  we  deserve  one  in  the  South.  Therefore,  I  place  in  nomi- 
nation the  name  of  L.  M.  Barnhardt. 

Delegate  Dean  (Local  1226,  Charlotte)  :  It  has  been  cus- 
tomary, Mr.  Chairman,  to  always  have  one  of  our  delegates  of 
the  southern  states  placed  on  the  Executive  Board  of  this  or- 
ganization, and  the  southern  delegation  at  the  present  time  has 
changed  its  attitude  in  the  past — the  gentleman  is  not  from  Knox- 
ville  this  time ;  he  happens  to  come  from  Concord,  N.  C. 

Therefore,  I  take  great  pleasure  in  seconding  the  nomination 
of  Delegate  Barnhardt. 
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Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chair- 
man and  Fellow  Delegates,  I  desire  at  this  time  to  place  in  nomi- 
nation one  of  the  delegates  who  is  at  the  present  time  a  member 
of  your  Executive  Council.  I  have  watched  his  work  on  that 
board  for  some  years  and  I  know  from  experience  that  he  is 
one  of  the  most  conscientious  and  one  of  the  most  efficient 
officials  on  your  Executive  Board. 

I  thereby  take  great  pleasure  in  nominating  Delegate  Ludwig 
as  a  member  of  your  Executive  Board  for  the  ensuing  year. 

(The  nomination  was  seconded.) 

Delegate  McCarthy  (Local  1137,  Manchester)  :  Mr.  Chair- 
man and  Brother  Delegates,  I  rise  at  this  time  to  place  before 
this  Twentieth  Annual  Convention  of  the  United  Texile  Workers 
of  America  a  man  who  in  Manchester  needs  no  introduction  and 
to  the  delegates  of  New  Hampshire  he  needs  none.  He  is  the 
man  who  has  been  the  unanimous  choice  of  the  delegates  elected 
to  represent  us  in  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  in  the 
city  of  Manchaster.  I  think,.  Brother  and  Sister  Delegates,  that 
a  city  that  employs  15,000  textile  workers  should  have  at  least 
one  representative  on  the  Textile  Executive  Board. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  at  this  time.  Brothers  and  Sisters, 
to  present  to  you  a  man  who  is  not  only  a  textile  worker  working 
in  the  industry  of  the  textile  workers  of  the  city  and  working 
for  the  benefit  of  them  at  all  times,  but  who  has  taken  a  very 
active  interest  in  all  organized  labor  throughout  the  city  of  Man- 
chester. Besides  taking  an  interest  in  the  benefits  that  he  has 
brought  to  the  organization,  he  has  lately  given  a  lot  of  his  time 
toward  the  mission  inaugurated  by  the  A.  F.  L.,  namely,  the  non- 
partisan political  campaign,  which  is  to  defeat  your  enemies  and 
elect  your  friends. 

Therefore,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure,  I  assure  you,  in  present- 
ing before  this  convention  the  name  of  James  Heron,  President 
of  Local  1156,  Manchester,  Bleachers  and  Dyers  of  Manchester. 

(The  nomination  was  seconded.) 

Delegate  Kennedy  (Local  671,  Willimantic)  :  I  want  to 
place  before  the  convention  the  name  of  a  man  from  our  district 
who  has  done  great  work  as  an  organizer.  In  all  the  trouble  we 
have  had,  he  has  been  to  the  front. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  in  putting  before  this  convention 
the  name  of  Frank  Kraus  of  Willimantic. 

Delegate  Reilly  (Local  825,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chairman 
and  Delegates,  I  rise  to  put  in  the  name  of  a  man  for  that  high 
office,  a  man  that  I  know  through  his  official  work  here  and  his 
efficient  work  in  Philadelphia.  His  name  has  become  almost  a 
household  word  there. 
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I  know  through  his  ability  to  take  care  of  the  high  office  of 
Executive  Board  of  the  Textile  Workers  that  you  cannot  make 
any  mistake  if  you  vote  for  this  candidate.  I  now  take  pleasure 
in  presenting  the  name  of  Horace  Wilkinson  of  Philadelphia. 

Delegate  MacFarlane  (Local  25,  Philadelphia]  :  I  wish  to 
second  the  nomination. 

Chairman  Creech  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  Are  there  any 
further  nominations? 

Delegate  Van  Vliet  (Local  793,  Manchester)  :  I  wish  to 
arise  at  this  time  to  nominate  a  man  who  has  been  one  of  the 
leading  figures  in  the  labor  m.ovement  of  Manchester,  New  Hamp- 
shire ;  a  man  also  a  textile  worker  twehty-nine  years  in  the 
woolen  industry  of  Manchester;  a  man  that  needs  no  introduc- 
tion to  the  delegates  here ;  a  man  that  is  President  of  our  Cen- 
tral Labor  Union,  an  honor  which  has  been  conferred  upon  him. 
He  is  also  President  of  the  Manchester  Textile  Union  and  Chair- 
man of  the  non-partisan  campaign  in  this  campaign  to  defeat  our 
enemies  and  elect  the  friends  of  labor.  He  has  also  been  instru- 
mental in  getting  a  member  put  on  the  Manchester  Water  Board. 
He  is  now  trying  his  best  to  get  a  man  on  the  Police  Commis- 
sion Board.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  at  this  time  to  nominate 
Brother  Denis  M.  Fleming  of  Manchester. 

Delegate  White  (Local  499,  Cohoes)  :  I  second  the  nomi- 
nation. 

Delegate  Walton  (Local  1058,  Paterson)  :  I  second  the 
nomination  also. 

Chairman  Creech  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  Are  there  any 
further  nominations? 

Delegate  McCarthy  (Local  1137,  Manchester)  :  I  move  that 
the  nominations  be  closed. 

Delegate  Delaney  (Local  486,  Pawtucket,  R.  L)  :  T  second 
the  motion. 

Chairman  Creech  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  It  has  been 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  nominations  be  closed.  You  have 
heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question  ? 

(The  question  was  called  for.) 

Chairman  Creech  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  All  in  favor 
signify  by  saying  "aye."  Opposed  "no."  The  "ayes**  have  it  and 
it  is  so  ordered. 

Delegate  Geiges  (Local  706,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chairman 
and  Delegates,  your  election  committee  wishes  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing reports  for  President  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of 
America : 

There  are  221  ballots  case,  184  for  John  Golden  and  37  for 
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Francis  Johnston,  thereby  electing  John  Golden  by  a  majority  of 
147.    (Great  and  prolonged  applause.) 

Chairman  Creech  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  It  gives  me 
great  pleasure  in  declaring  Brother  John  Golden  elected  Presi- 
dent of  this  International  Organization  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Delegate  Gjeges  (Local  706,,  Philadelphia)  :    1  want  to  say 
that  there  was  one  vote  for  Tobias  Hall. 

Delegate  Johnston  (Local  771,  Maynard)  :  I  rise  at  this  time 
to  move  that  the  vote  be  made  unanimous  for  President  Golden. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  in  concert.) 

Chairman  Creech  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  There  is  a  mo- 
tion that  has  been  duly  seconded,  to  make  the  vote  for  the  elec- 
tion of  President  Golden  unanimous.  You  have  heard  the  mo- 
tion.   Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

(The  question  was  called  for.) 

Chairman  Creech  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  All  those  in 
favor  give  their  consent  by  saying  "aye."  Opposed  "no."  The 
*'ayes"  have  it  unanimously. 

President  Golden  :  Mr.  President,  Brother  and  Sister  Dele- 
gates, I  want  to  say  to  this  convention  that  I  think  the  best  thing 
that  can  happen  to  an  officer  of  an  organization,  especially  an 
officer  that  has  got  to  come  up  for  re-election,  is  once  in  a  while 
to  have  to  undergo  a  vote  by  ballot.  You  know  that  there  are 
people  in  our  organization  and  in  the  whole  labor  movement  who 
will  not  express,  or  do  not  care  to  express,  their  opinion  when 
it  comes  to  open  voting,  and  the  real  test  of  confidence  in  an 
officer  is  when  we  can  get  under  the  good  old  democratic  system 
of  voting  by  ballot,  use  our  own  judgment  and  vote  according  to 
our  own  conscience.  There  is  no  better  test  as  to  whether  a  man 
is  either  wanted  or  appreciated  in  office  than  there  is  under  that 
system,  and  I  as  one  have  welcomed  it  that  in  this  convention 
my  term  of  service  as  your  International  President,  both  in  the 
past  year  and  in  the  years  that  have  preceded  that,  has  been  put 
to  the  test. 

I  want  to  say  to  this  convention,  and  I  can  go  no  further,  that 
if  God  spares  me  during  the  ensuing  year  I  shall  do  just  as  I 
have  done  since  1903,  when  I  was  first  elected.  I  shall  do  my 
duty  honestly,  fearlessly  and  impartially,  as  my  judgment  points. 
I  shall  perform  my  duties  in  the  most  impartial  manner  that  I 
know  how.  I  shall  use  my  best  efforts  in  upholding  and  enforc- 
ing the  constitution  that  it  is  the  sworn  duty  of  an  International 
Officer  to  do. 

I  want  to  say  further  to  those  that  did  not  vote  for  me,  who- 
ever they  may  be,  and  I  want  to  include  my  friend  Brother  John- 
ston, that  I  have  just  as  much  regard  and  respect  for  them  as  I 
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had  before  the  ballots  were  cast.  We  are  all  going  to  go  forward 
the  remainder  of  this  year  and  the  year  1921  until  next  Sep- 
tember, imbued  with  but  one  object,  imbued  with  but  one  desire, 
to  do  the  very  best  that  is  in  us  for  the  up-building  of  our  Inter- 
national Union. 

If  I  may  be  permitted,  I  want  to  say  one  word  relative  to  a 
sentence  used  by  a  brother  that  nominated  me.  I  want  to  be 
understood  when  he  paid  me  a  tribute  as  one  who  helped  to  lead 
the  fight  for  the  forty-eight  hour  work  week;  that  was  a  very 
timely  reference,  not  as  it  applied  to  me,  because  I  only  did  my 
share,  whatever  portion  that  might  be,  in  that  fight,  which  is  not 
yet  won,  but  I  feel  confident  soon  will  be.  The  reason  I  refer 
to  that  is  because  some  of  those  seceding  unions  down  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  and  one  or  two  of  the  adjoining  states 
have  attempted  to  steal  our  thunder;  they  have  attempted  to 
claim  the  victory  for  the  forty-eight  hour  week  in  this  northern 
part  of  the  country,  but  I  think  we  can  fearlessly  and  honestly 
say  that  the  forty-eight  hour  work  week,  and  whatever  of  our 
branches  are  enjoying  the  forty-four  hour  work  week,  was 
brought  about  solely  and  absolutely  by  the  International  Union 
that  is  holding  this  convention  in  Manchester.  There  is  no  credit 
that  goes  to  anybody  else. 

Some  of  these  unions,  these  reactionary  and  seceding  unions  I 
speak  of,  not  only  never  raised  a  finger  in  the  fight  for  the  forty- 
eight  hour  work  week,  but  in  some  instances  tried  to  place  obsta- 
cles in  our  way.  One  of  the  leading  representatives,  the  very  day 
we  held  the  big  mass  meeting  in  Fall  River,  gave  an  interview  to 
the  press  and  said  he  was  not  in  line ;  he  was  not  in  favor  of  the 
campaign  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  for  the 
forty-eight  hour  work  week ;  that  we  were  wrong  in  attempting 
to  get  it  by  our  economic  forces ;  that  he  believed  our  efforts 
should  be  directed  along  legislative  lines  in  the  different  states 
to  secure  the  eight-hour  day  through  legislation.  That  was  one 
of  the  open  declarations  of  a  representative  of  the  unions  T  have 
referred  to. 

While  I  am  proud  to  have  had  my  share  in  the  fight,  I  want  it 
to  go  out  to  not  only  New  England  but  throughout  the  rest  of  the 
country,  that  the  credit  and  any  glory  that  may  be  attached  to 
the  establishment  of  the  eigh-hour  day  and  the  forty-eight  hour 
work  week  and  the  forty-four  hour  work  week  in  the  silk  branch 
of  our  industry  belongs  absolutely  to  the  United  Textile  Workers 
or  America.    (Prolonged  applause.) 

Mr.  Chairman,  Brothers  and  Sisters,  without  taking  up  the 
time  of  the  convention,  I  want  to  thank  you  all  from  the  bottom 
of  my  heart,  those  who  voted  for  me  and  those  who  voted  against 
me;  I  shall  give  the  best  services  that  I  can  possibly  give,  and  I 
shall  try  to  give  the  best  that  is  in  me,  to  make  a  bigger  and  a 
still  better  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  during  the  en- 
suing year.    (Prolonged  applause.) 


UNITED  TEXTILE  WORKERS  OF  AMERICA 


119 


Chairman  Creech  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  The  question 
that  I  would  like  to  ask  is  whether  it  is  the  desire  of  this  con- 
vention to  have  the  same  judge  and  tellers  conduct  the  election 
for  the  Executive  Board  members,  or  do  you  wish  a  new  one  ? 

Delegate  Wolstenholme  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  T  move 
that  the  same  ones  be  kept  for  all  the  election. 

Delegate  Heron  (Local  1156,  Manchester)  :  I  second  the 
motion,  which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Delegate  Gray  (Local  678,  Paterson)  :  I  would  like  to  make 
a  motion  that  as  our  Secretary  calls  the  names  off,  each  delegate 
will  write  the  thirteen  names  down  and  put  a  cross  behind  the 
name  she  or  he  wants  elected  for  membership  to  the  Executive 
Board. 

Delegate  Webber  (Local  1380,  Paterson)  :  I  second  that 
motion. 

Delegate  Reagan  (Local  26,  Lowell)  :  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
information.  Has  a  delegate  got  to  write  down  the  thirteen  names 
on  the  ballot  and  then  cross  off  the  ones  that  he  wants? 

Chairman  Creech  (Local  25.  Philadelphia)  :  That  is  the 
way  I  uderstand  the  motion. 

Delegate  Beardsley  (Local  825,  Philadelphia)  :  I  make  an 
amendment,  that  you  mark  the  names  of  the  ones  that  you  want 
to  vote  for  only. 

(The  amendment  was  seconded  and  unanimously  adopted.) 

President  Golden  :  The  convention  will  please  come  to  order. 
The  next  business  of  the  convention  is  the  nomination  and  elec- 
tion for  the  place  of  the  next  convetion. 

Nominations  will  be  in  order. 

Delegate  Kelly  (Local  1137,  Manchester)  :  I  nominate  the 
city  of  Philadelphia. 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  Coming 
from  Philadelphia,  I  want  to  come  before  this  convention  to  say 
a  few  words  for  my  city.  There  is  not  a  child  who  has  received 
a  common  school  education  that  does  not  know  about  this  city 
of  ours.  It  was  there  that  the  first  Congress  of  the  United  States 
met.  (Applause.)  It  was  there  that  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence freeing  the  United  States  from  under  the  rule  of 
George  the  Third,  was  signed.  It  is  a  long  walk  from  here  there, 
but  we  have  the  very  building  in  that  city  where  that  Congress 
met.  We  have  places  of  interest,  so  dear  to  the  hearts  of  every 
citizen  of  this  country,  that  you  do  not  find  in  any  city  of  the 
United  States.  (Applause.)  We  have  Fairmount  Park,  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  parks  and  one  of  the  largest  parks  in  the 


120 


TWENTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


United  States,  and  when  you  are  tired  walking  through  the  park 
you  can  enter  the  Horticultural  Hall.  We  have  there  the  Acad- 
emy of  Science.  We  have  there  an  object  of  veneration  to  every 
citizen,  something  that  rang  the  clarion  call  of  Independence — -I 
have  reference  to  the  old  Liberty  Bell.    (Prolonged  applause.) 

I  want  to  impress  it  on  your  minds  that  Philadelphia  is  the 
largest  Textile  center  in  the  World.  We  make  everything  there 
in  the  line  of  textiles.  I  do  not  care  what  is  in  Manchester. 
We  have  not  got  anything  like  the  Amoskeag  plant  but  we  have 
got  smaller  plants  and  many  of  them,  which  I  believe  is  advan- 
tageous to  the  textile  workers  because  the  owners  of  the  plants 
are  more  easily  approached.  I  hope  that  you  will  come  to  that 
old  City  of  Philadelphia  that  first  sang  Liberty  to  the  great 
United  States  of  America. 

With  that  introduction  I  will  leave  our  City  in  your  hands, 
whether  you  will  come  to  see  us  next  year  or  not.  (Prolonged 
applause. 

Delegate  Beardsley  (Local  825,  Philadelphia)  :  I  do  not  wish 
to  add  any  extensive  remarks  to  what  Brother  McDonnell  has 
said  but  there  is  one  thing  he  forgot.  Years  ago  there  was  a 
little  old  house  in  Philadelphia  where  an  old  lady  with  needle 
and  cotton  thread  made  something  that  everybody  seems  to  be 
proud  of — the  flag.  (Prolonged  applause.) 

Delegates  Reilly,  Bradley  and  Wilkinson  spoke  in  favor  of 
Philadelphia. 

Delegate  Oaks  (Local  807,  Knoxville)  :  I  wish  to  put  in  nom- 
ination on  behalf  of  those  from  Tennessee,  Knoxville,  Tennes- 
see, for  the  next  convention  to  be  held  in  1921  (Applause.)  It 
is  not  a  showy,  a  large  city,  but  the  reason  I  do  this  is  to  help 
out  the  Textile  Workers  in  general  throughout  the  South.  I 
hink  it  would  be  of  great  interest  to  the  Textile  Workers  if  we 
could  get  the  convention  in  the  South  one  time.  I  think  you 
people  ought  to  consider  that. 

We  won't  show  you  Philadelphia,  neither  will  we  show  you 
New  York,  but  we  will  show  you  Knoxville,  Tennessee  with  a 
population  of  about  90,000,  a  real  textile  district  and  the  pioneer 
local  of  the  South.  We  will  give  you  a  good  time  if  you  come 
to  Knoxville  in  1921. 

Delegates  Zuersher,  Reagan,  Thomas,  O'Connor,  Kelleher,  also 
made  a  strong  plea  in  favor  of  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

Delegate  Thomas  (Local  1254,  Albemarle)  :  I  do  not  wish  to 
take  up  much  of  your  time  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  is  very 
valuable  at  this  time,  but  putitng  tw  oyears,  probably  the  two 
worst  years  of  my  life,  as  an  organizer  in  the  Southern  states, 
and  knowing  it  from  Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  to  Charlotte,  North 
Carolina,  my  intention  is  to  ask  the  delegates  here  to  give  way  to 
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Knoxville,  and  it  is  not  so  much  because  those  boys  want  you 
down  there,  but  for  the  education  that  it  will  be  to  every  one 
of  you. 

Knoxville  is  very  nice,  a  beautiful  little  city.  Our  organized 
textile  workers  there  are  receiving  fair  wages  and  working  under 
pretty  fair  conditions,  but  if  you  will  just  get  on  the  train,  which 
1  am  going  to  ask  the  boys  to  arrange  for  you,  and  take  a  little 
trip  out  in  that  city  to  an  adjourning  town  and  see  what  the  poor 
cotton  worker  of  the  South  has  got  to  endure,  so  that  you  will 
get  some  education,  so  that  you  will  believe  the  staements  that 
are  made  by  your  organizers  and  your  International  Officers, 
that  you  will  not  believe  that  they  are  a  little  varnished.  Secre- 
tary Conboy  some  years  ago  in  my  earlier  days  spoke  in  the 
Central  Labor  Union  of  Philadelphia  and  her  talk  has  impressed 
me  until  the  present  day.  I  always  wanted  to  get  down  there  and 
see  the  conditions  as  she  pointed  them  out  to  us.  I  want  to  say 
to  you  that  she  did  not  give  half  the  truth  in  reference  to  condi- 
tions down  there.  Many  times  when  I  hear  our  workers  up  here 
say,  'That  is  all  bosh,"  I  say,  "go  down  and  see  it."  You  talk 
about  w^hat  yo  see.  The  greatest  lesson  to  the  trade  unionist  is 
to  see  the  diflference  between  the  organized  people  and  the  unor- 
ganized people. 

Philadelphia  has  got  its  weakness  probably.  That  is  my  home 
town.  It  is  called  the  "City  of  Brotherly  Love."  Then  I  say  to 
the  delegates  of  Philadelphia,  show  that  true  brotherly  love  by 
saying  here  on  the  floor,  "Gentlemen,  owing  to  the  fact  that  we 
wish  to  educate  all  our  delegates  irrespective  of  what  expense  it 
may  be,  we  will  withdraw  our  motion  in  asking  that  the  conven- 
tion should  go  to  Philadelphia  this  time  and  we  will  give  it  to 
Knoxville  and  ask  Knoxville  next  year  to  bring  it  back  into 
Philadelphia."  (Applause.)  I  feel  sure  that  when  I  make  that 
appeal  to  the  true  Philadelphian  that  he  will  show  that  brotherly 
love. 

Delegate  Beardsley  (Local  825,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chair- 
fman  we  have  been  trying  to  get  this  convention  for  years  as 
you  all  know  and  we  have  met  with  several  defeats.  Of  course 
Philadelphians  are  used  to  defeats  and  to  victories  also.  After 
;every  defeat  we  have  always  been  big  enough  to  stand  up  and 
smile  and  shake  the  hands  of  the  people  that  licked  us,  with 
the  exception  of  the  manufacturers.  At  different  times  the 
question  has  arisen  in  regard  to  accommodations.  It  was  made 
to  defeat  Philadelphia.  Of  course  that  is  a  misunderstanding, 
as  we  have  explained  time  and  time  again. 

Our  delegates  have  carefully  considered  the  matter  and  al- 
though a  lot  of  us  are  under  instructions  to  insist  on  Philadel- 
phia, yet  when  we  heard  the  stories  of  the  sufferings  of  the 
people,  we  are  satisfied  to  sacrifice  Philadelphia  once  more  for 
you  people  and  ask  you  in  the  spirit  of  fair  play  to  be  good 
sports  and  come  back  to  Philadelphia  with  us  the  next  time. 
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We  will  withdraw  in  favor  of  Knoxville,  Tennessee.  (Great 
and  prolonged  applause.) 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  1  move  that  the 
Secretary  cast  one  ballot  for  Knoxville,  Tennesec. 

(The  motion  was  seconded.) 

President  Golden  :  It  is  regularly  moved  and  seconded  that 
the  Secretary  cast  one  ballot  for  Knoxville,  Tennessee.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question? 

(The  question  was  called  for.) 

President  Golden  :  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  sig- 
nify by  saying  "aye".   Those  opposed.    It  is  a  unamimous  vote. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  Mr.  President,  it 
gives  me  great  pleasure — I  believe  for  the  first  time  since  the 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America  was  formed  in  Washington 
in  1901  that  was  the  farthest  South  we  have  ever  been — it  gives 
me  great  pleasure  to  be  the  first  to  cast  a  ballot  to  bring  this 
convention  to  Knoxville,  Tennessee.    (Prolonged  applause.) 

President  Golden  :  One  ballot  having  been  cast  by  instruc- 
tions of  the  convention  the  City  of  Knoxville,  Tennessee  will 
be  the  place  of  the  next  Annual  Convention  of  the  United  Tex- 
tile Workers  of  America  in  1921. 

President  Golden:  The  next  order  of  business  is  the  nom- 
ination and  election  of  delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  in  Denver  next  June. 

We  are  entitled  to  five  delegates. 

The  nominations  will  be  in  order. 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia) :  I  rise  at 
this  time  to  place  the  name  of  a  man  before  this  convention 
that  I  have  known  for  a  good  many  years.  He  is  in  my  judg- 
ment one  of  the  constructive  workers  in  the  trade  union  move- 
ment. He  is  a  member  of  the  rank  and  file.  He  is  a  man  that 
has  been  following  up  each  convention  for  a  good  many  years, 
acting  on  special  committees,  appointed  by  your  International 
President  and  has  never  refused  to  work.  He  is  a  man  who  has 
always  been  willing  to  co-operate  with  your  entire  work.  He  is 
a  man  that  has  some  weight  behind  him.  He  belongs  to  a  local 
organization  of  over  two  thousand  members  and  the  local  or- 
ganization is  one  hundred  per  cent  organized  in  that  industry 
and  every  man,  woman  and  child  that  works  in  that  industry 
carries  a  card  in  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America.  (Ap- 
plause.) I  say  that  we  claim  that  there  are  times  at  our  con- 
vention that  they  should  consider  men  of  that  kind  and  work 
for  them  and  send  them  to  the  convention. 

This  man,  if  you  vote  for  him,  you  will  not  be  ashamed  of 


UNITED  TEXTILE  WORKERS  OF  AMERICA 


123 


him  because  he  knows  the  labor  movement,  knows  all  about  it, 
been  years  a  member  of  a  local  organization  and  without  any 
father  introduction  I  place  before  you  for  your  kind  considera- 
tion when  you  come  to  vote,  the  name  of  Samuel  Greer  from 
Local  25,  Philadelphia.    (Prolonged  applause.) 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  rise  to  second 
that  nomination.    Delegate  Burns  also  seconded  the  nomination. 

Delegate  McKosky:  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  any  need 
of  my  telling  about  the  qualities  of  this  man  I  am  going  to  nom- 
inate. I  believe  every  delegate  knows  him.  I  believe  they  also 
realize  that  he  is  putting  every  ounce  of  his  energy,  for  what? 
■Not  for  personal  aggrandizement  or  gain,  but  for  the  textile 
workers  of  the  country.  I  know  that  he  is  one  of  the  hardest 
working  officials  of  the  International  Organization.  There  is 
no  hour  of  the  day  or  night  when  the  textile  workers  call  upon 
him  to  render  service  in  their  behalf  that  he  will  refuse  to  re- 
spond. 

Without  going  any  further  and  without  taking  up  any  more 
of  the  time  of  your  convention,  I  take  great  pleasure  in  nominat- 
ing Thomas  F.  McMahon  as  delegate  to  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor.    (Prolonged  applause.) 

Delegate  Gorman  (Local  574,  Providence)  :  In  seconding 
the  nomination  of  Vice-President  McMahon,  I  just  want  to  say 
that  it  is  immaterial  to  me  whether  the  delegates  who  represent 
us  at  the  convention  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  are 
International  Officers  of  our  organization  or  a  member  of  the 
rank  and  file.  My  opinion  of  the  matter  is  this  that  we  should 
choose  the  men  or  women  best  fitted  to  fill  such  an  important 
position  and  that  they  are  at  least  fitted  for  the  position  that 
we  are  to  fill. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  second  the  nominaion  of  Vice- 
President  McMahon. 

Delegate  White  (Local  499,  Cohoes)  :  Mr.  President, 
Brothers  and  Sisters,  I  arise  at  this  time  to  place  in  nomination 
the  name  of  a  man  whom  you  all  know,  one  that  when  he 
stands  up  you  can  all  see  him.  He  was  called  to  your  attention 
this  morning  when  the  delegate  nominated  him  or  talked  on 
him  for  members  of  the  Executive  Board;  at  that  time  he  had 
told  you  what  he  had  done  in  Paterson  for  the  forty-eight  hour 
work  week  and  told  you  what  he  had  done  for  the  forty-four 
hour  work  week  for  the  silk  industry  and  you  were  also  told 
what  he  had  done  in  the  recent  strike  that  they  had  over  in 
Paterson.  To  my  mind  if  he  is  sent  down  to  Denver,  he  is  one 
that  will  make  a  real  candidate  for  us,  one  that  I  feel  if  he  is 
elected  as  a  candidate  to  represent  us  at  the  Convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  will  measure  up  just  as  good  as 
he  has  measured  up  as  a  member  of  the  Executive  Council. 
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Without  going  into  details  any  more  and  dwelling  upon  the 
qualities  of  the  member  that  I  am  about  to  nominate,  I  want 

to  place  before  you  for  your  consideration  the  name  of  James 
Starr  of  Paterson,  New  Jersey.    (Prolonged  applause.) 

Delegate  Beaton  (Local  1137,  Manchester)  :  I  wish  at  this 
time  to  place  before  you  for  your  consideration  the  name  of  a 
man  whom  I  think  needs  no  introduction  to  this  delegation;  a 
man  who  has  been  an  organizer  in  the  field  at  Manchester,  in 
the  State  of  New  Hampshire  to  my  knowledge  somewheres 
around  two  years.  I  can  safely  say  that  he  is  more  than  respon- 
sible for  the  wonderful  growth  of  the  textile  workers  in  Man- 
chester. He  is  a  man  who  has  been  tried  time  and  time  again  to 
my  knowledge  and  to  the  knowledge  of  most  of  the  delegates 
here  and  he  has  never  been  found  wanting. 

I  want  at  this  time  Mr.  President  to  place  before  you  for 
jyour  consideration  and  favorable  endorsement  the  name  of 

Thomas  J-  Reagan,  Local  26,  Lowell. 

Delegate  Long  (Local  499,  Cohoes)  seconded  the  nomination, 

also  Delegates  Fleming  and  McCarthy. 

Delegate  Zuersher  (Local  1058,  Paterson)  :  I  move  that  the 
nominations  be  closed. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

President  Golden  :  I  wish  to  announce  the  tellers  that  have 
been  appointed  and  immediately  we  reconvene  tonight,  we  will 
begin  and  distribute  ballots. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  (Reading  names)  : 
Delegate  Hayes,  Paterson,  New  Jersey;  Delegate  Gordon,  Provi- 
dence, R.  L;  Delegate  McGoldrick,  Cohoes,  New  York;  Dele- 
gate Hall,  Philadelphia;  Delegate  Beaton,  Manchester,  N.  H. 

Delegate  McGoldrick  (Local  899,  Cohoes)  :  We  wish  to 
give  our  International  Secretary-Treasurer  a  little  token  of  re- 
membrance for  her  kindness  shown  to  the  delegates.  I  do  not 
want  her  to  feel  it  is  because  she  entertains  the  delegation  from 
year  to  year  at  a  little  dinner  that  that  is  why  we  are  doing  it. 
I  know  it  is  against  her  wish  because  two  weeks  ago  she  said 
to  me  it  was  something  she  did  not  like.  I  told  her  that  I  would 
not  start  it  but  I  would  not  tell  other  people  not  to  continue. 
When  it  was  explained  from  one  to  the  other,  they  all  said,  "If 
she  did  not  give  them  a  cracker,  they  would  give  her  a  little 
token  from  year  to  year"  and  on  behalf  of  the  delegates  here  I 
am  going  to  present  to  Sister  Conboy  this  little  token.  It  is  only 
a  trifle  still  it  shows  you  that  we  have  appreciated  what  you 
have  done  for  us  . 
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,  We  did  not  buy  anything  for  Sister  Conboy ;  we  have  it  in 
the  shape  of  a  purse  of  gold,  as  we  thought  that  Sister  Conboy 
could  buy  \vhate\'er  she  would  want  for  herself.  (  Prolonged 
applause.) 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  present  you  with  the  token.  You 
can  buy  something  for  your  home.  We  did  not  know  what  to 
give  you. 

(Prolonged  applause.) 

Secretary-Treasurer  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  Mr. 
Chairman  and  delegates  it  is  very  embarrassing  for  me  to  get 
up  here  from  year  to  year  to  thank  my  good  lady  friends  at  the 
convention.  I  spoke  to  three  of  them  this  year  and  asked  them 
to  please  discontinue  it.  I  spoke  to  Mrs.  Reagan.  Mrs.  Kelleher, 
Mrs.  McGoldrick,  not  because  I  did  not  want  them  to  remember 
me  but  because  I  felt  that  they  just  shouldn't  do  it  from  year 
to  year. 

I  do  not  know  what  is  in  this  box  but  I  am  deeply  grateful 
for  it.  They  tell  me  to  buy  something  for  my  home.  I  have  a 
home  in  New  York  now ;  I  have  my  dear  old  mother  with  me. 
I  will  buy  something  for  my  home,  something  to  light  and  cheer 
my  way  when  I  go  home  at  night — I  will  buy  a  lamp  with  it. 
(Laughter  and  applause.) 

I  want  to  thank  you  very  much  and  hope  our  women  delega- 
tion will  be  three  times  as  large  next  year  and  that  our  little 
party  of  getting  together  every  year  will  continue  as  long  as  I 
hold  office.   I  thank  you.    (Prolonged  applause.) 

President  Golden  :  This  convention  stands  adjourned  until 
7.30  o'clock  tonight. 

,  (The  convention  adjourned  at  5:05  p.  m.) 


126 


TWENTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


EIGHTH  SESSION. 


Friday  evening,  October  8th,  1920. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  President  Golden  at  7.45 
p.  m. 

Delegate  Geiges  (Local  706,  Philadelphia)  :  The  outcome  of 
the  election  is  as  follows : 

President  Golden  :  Just  listen,  delegates,  and  you  will  hear 
the  figures. 

Delegate  Geiges  (Local  706,  Philadelphia)  (Reading)  :  I 
might  say  that  there  are  236  ballots  cast.  (Applause.) 

Diennis  Fleming  171,  John  Powers  165,  James  Starr  164, 
George  White  149,  Luther  Earnhardt  147,  Arthur  McDonnell  147, 
Lewis  Ludwig  105,  John  Hanley  103,  Tobias  Hall  99,  Charles 
Burns  98,  that  is,  including  the  one  ballot;  James  Heron  78, 
Horace  Wilkinson  65,  Frank  Kraus  64. 

The  members  elected  are :  Dennis  Fleming,  John  Powers,  James 
Starr,  George  White,  Luther  Earnhardt,  Arthur  McDonnell, 
Lewis  Ludwig,  John  Hanley  and  Tobias  Hall. 

Delegate  McGoldrick  (Local  899,  Cohoes)  :  We  who  nomi- 
nated and  seconded  Brother  Burns  feel  that  he  should  have  a 
recount.  There  are  two  votes  there,  Charles  Dunn  and  Brown 
and  we  have  no  such  gentlemen  at  the  convention.  There  is  no 
"Brown"  ansewring  the  roll  call.  I  do  not  think  Brother  Tobias 
Hall  would  want  to  accept  the  election  under  protest.  I  think 
that  those  two.  Brother  Burns  and  Brother  Hall  should  have  a 
recount  or  a  re-ballot. 

President  Golden  :  Do  you  make  that  as  a  motion  ? 

Delegate  McGoldrick  (Local  899,  Cohoes)  :  Yes,  I  do  make 
as  a  motion. 

President  Golden  :  Delegate  McGoldrick  moves  that  in  the 
case  of  Tobias  Hall  and  Charles  Burns,  where  there  arc  99  and 
98,  that  there  be  a  recount  on  those  ballots. 

Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

(The  question  was  called  for.) 

Delegate  Wilkinson  (Local  696,  Philadelphia^  :  i  believe 
we  have  already  acted  on  those  ballots. 

President  Golden  :  Oh,  no. 
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Delegate  Wilkinson  (Local  696,  Philadelphia)  :  Those 
ballots  in  question,  I  believe  have  been  acted  on  here  tonight. 

President  Golden  :  You  mean — 

Delegate  Wilkinson  (Local  696,  Philadelphia)  :  The  two 
ballots  in  dispute. 

President  Golden  :  That  would  not  debar  you  from  having  a 
recount. 

Delegate  Wilkinson  (Local  696,  Philadelphia)  :  We  have 
already  voted  on  them  and  decided  that  they  would  be  thrown  out. 

President  Golden  :  That  was  only  in  the  individual  ballot. 
That  has  no  connection  with  the  motion  to  have  a  recount.  That 
does  not  debar — 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  She  said  re- vote, 
re-ballot. 

President  Golden:  Just  a  moment,  delegates. 

Delegate  Wolstenholem  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  I  want 
to  get  up  to  find  out  whether  that  motion  was  to  re-ballot  or 
recount. 

Delegate  McGoldrick  (Local  899,  Cohoes)  :  Re-ballot. 
President  Golden  :  She  said  re-ballot. 

Delegate  McGoldrick  (Local  899,  Cohoes)  :  I  said  re-ballot. 

President  Golden  :  You  mean  re-ballot  ? 

Delegate  McGoldrick  (Local  899,  Cohoes)  :  I  said  re-ballot 
and  recount.    I  got  mixed. 

President  Golden  :  Just  a  moment,  what  did  you  really  mean, 
Delegate  McGoldrick? 

Delegate  McGoldrick  (Local  899,  Cohoes)  :  I  mean  re-ballot. 

President  Golden  :  That  is  what  we  want  to  know.  The 
motion  is  on  account  of  only  one  vote  difference  and  there  being 
a  dispute  that  we  re-ballot  on  those  two  names. 

Delegate  Hayes  (Local  439,  Paterson)  :  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
information.  I  am  going  to  ask  if  it  is  in  order  to  place  two 
candidates  in  opposition  to  run  against  one  another?  It  will 
make  a  majority  vote  where  the  field  originally  was  not  a  ma- 
jority ;  it  was  a  case  of  more  than  two  running.  To  do  the  thing 
now  we  will  have  to  have  the  election  over.  There  is  no  such 
thing  as  sending  these  two  men  to  the  post  together.  It  must  be 
done  with  a  full  field  going  in. 

I  ask  for  a  point  of  information. 
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President  Golden  :  Unless  the  delegates  decide,  I  would  not 
want  to  decide  to  have  it  done  or  not  to  have  it  done. 

The  motion  is  made  and  seconded  and  all  you  have  have  got 
to  do  is  to  accept  it  or  vote  it  down. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  There  was 
every  opportunity  here  this  afternoon  and  the  candidates'  names 
were  slowly  and  carefully  read  off  by  the  Secretary-Treasurer 
so  that  there  would  be  no  mistake  made  in  the  ballot.  They  were 
told  expressly,  not  once,  I  believe,  but  three  times  the  number  of 
candidates  that  they  vote  for  for  the  Executive  Council.  Mr. 
Chairman  and  delegates,  according  to  the  action  that  you  have 
taken,  you  took  one  of  the  ballots,  Charles  Brown  and  accredited 
it  to  Charles  Burns.  You  took  one  of  the  ballots  and  accredited 
it  to  Arthur  McDonnell.  The  other  ballot,  Albert  Dunn,  which  I 
do  not  think  any  delegate  in  the  hall  can  construe  as  being  Charlie 
Burns,  was  thrown  out  and  the  election  stands  99  to  98  in  favor 
of  Delegate  Hall.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  that  the  election 
officers  know  how  to  count  and  I  think  that  every  delegate  in  this 
hall  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  the  result  of  that  ballot. 

Delegate  Zuersher  (Local  1058,  Paterson)  :  In  my  opinion, 
Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  going  against  the  rules  of  all  elections  by 
having  a  ballot  with  two  men.  I  take  the  same  position  that 
Brother  Hayes  takes.  In  my  opinion  the  convention  passed  on 
the  two  ballots  or  the  four  ballots  that  were  in  doubt.  Nobody 
can  make  me  believe  that  anybody  could  write  Frank  Dunn  if 
they  wanted  to  write  Charles  Burns.  That  is  as  clear — any  kind 
of  an  election  board  would  throw  a  ballot  of  that  kind  out.  On 
account  of  the  closeness  of  the  election,  the  best  that  could  be 
expected  would  be  a  recount  of  those  ballots,  if  they  doubt  the 
count  of  the  votes. 

I  believe  in  a  square  deal  for  everybody.  (Applause.) 

Delegate  Beardsley  (Local  825,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chairman 
and  delegates,  when  those  wrong  names  were  read  out,  we  were 
satisfied  as  fair-minded  men  to  give  them  to  the  candidates  that 
they  sounded  most  like,  but  that  name  sounds  nothing  like  Charles 
Burns.  I  wonder  if  a  man  committed  murder  by  the  name  of 
Charles  Dunn,  would  Charles  Burns  be  satisfied  to  be  hung  for 
the  man  ?  It  is  ridiculous  to  think  that  anybody  would  write  down 
that  for  Charles  Burns.  If  it  sounded  anything  like  the  other 
name,  it  would  be  satisfactory  but  it  don't.  I  think  it  no  more  than 
fair  and  square  to  give  the  election  to  Tobias  Hall. 

PRESroENT  (jOlden  :  As  I  understand  it,  there  is  no  contention 
about  the  ballot  of  "Frank  Dunn."  That  is  thrown  out.  The 
question  before  this  body  is  the  motion  of  delegate  McGoldrick 
that  there  be  a  re-ballot  on  those  two  candidates. 
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All  you  have  got  to  do  is  to  either  vote  the  motion  down  or 
accept  it  and  that  settles  the  question. 

(The  question  is  called  for.) 

President  Golden  :  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  signify 
by  saying  "aye."  Those  opposed  "no."  The  "noes"  seem  to  have 
it.   The  "noes"  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered.  (Applause.) 

Delegate  Tower  (Local  899,  Cohoes),  (Secretary  of  Com- 
mittee on  Legislation)  : 

RESOLUTION  NO.  4. 

To  the  United  Textile  Workers  Convention.  Sisters  and  Brothers: 

We  the  undersigned  representatives  to  the  20th  Annual  Con- 
vention of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  respectfully 
request  that  the  International  Officers  be  instructed  to  call  to 
the  attention  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  of  the 
alarming  increase  of  immigration  to  this  country  within  the  last 
few  months  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  if  something  can  be  done 
to  restrict  same  and  that  laws  governing  immigration  be  enforced. 

(Signed)    George  Hayes,  Local  439. 

George  Hayes,  Local  439. 
Cornelius  Vandervat,  Local  678. 
James  Grey,  Local  1380. 
Arthur  Hopper,  Local  1380. 
Emil  Webber,  Local  1380. 

Mr.  President  and  delegates,  the  Committee  concurs  in  the 
resolution  and  recommends  that  the  delegates  to  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  Convention  use  every  effort  to  restrict  immi- 
gration. 

Mr.  President,  I  move  you  that  the  resolution  be  adopted. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

Delegate  Harbor  (Local  1131,  Manchester):  (Secretary  of 
Committee  on  Organization.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  44. 

Whereas  the  field  of  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  is  ripe  for  or- 
ganization and  we  are  willing  to  give  an  Organizer  of  our  Inter- 
national Union  all  possible  help ;  be  it  Resolved,  That  the  Emer- 
gency Board  send  Organizer  Riviere  back  there  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible moment. 

Michael  Purcell 
H.  S.  Smith, 
J.  E.  Enright, 
Local  1394,  Milltown,  X.  B. 
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The  Committee  concurs  in  this  resolution  and  refers  it  to  the 
incoming  Executive  Board  and  I  so  move  its  adoption.  Resolu- 
tion adopted. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  43. 

Whereas  the  Province  of  Ontario  has  some  16,000  textile 
workers  and  only  five  local  unions,  small  in  number  of  members, 
and  whereas,  that  more  local  unions  could  be  formed  if  more  time 
could  be  given  to  the  Province,  and  whereas  Organizer  Thomas 
is  familiar  with  our  Canadian  conditions,  and  has  done  good  work 
for  the  Cause  in  the  past; 

Resolved,  That  the  Emergency  Board  send  Organizer  Thomas 
back  to  that  Province,  to  give  as  much  time  as  possible  to  that 
field. 

EsTELLE  Darling,  Local  2000,  Almonte. 
Thos.  Flanigan,  Local  1382,  Cornwall. 

The  Committee  concurs  in  this  resolution  and  refers  it  to  the 
incoming  Executive  Board  and  I  so  move. 

(Motion  seconded  and  adopted.) 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia  (Secretary  of 
Committee  on  Resolutions)  : 

RESOLUTION  NO.  41. 

We  the  Canadian  Delegates  in  meeting  assembled  submit  the 
following  Resolution  to  the  Twentieth  Annual  Convention  of 
the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 

Resolved,  to  enlist  the  help  of  all  our  Sisters  and  Brothers  in 
the  severe  fight  that  we  are  making  now  in  Canada  to  uphold  the 
name  and  the  traditions  of  the  International  Union  of  the  United 
Textile  Workers  of  America  against  the  One  Big  Union,  National 
Catholic  and  all  other  independent  or  radical  unions,  and  also  the 
employers  who  are  sweating  the  working  man  and  thereby  helping 
us  to  procure  the  forty-eight  hour  week. 

Frank  Walter,  1112,  Oil  Cloth  Workers. 

EsTELLE  Darling, 

J.  E.  Enright, 

Michael  Purcell, 

Oscar  Nantil, 

H.  S.  Smith, 

Thos.  Flanigan. 

Your  Committee  concurs  in  this  resolution  and  I  so  move. 

Delegates  Walter,  Reveire,  Golden  and  McMahon  spoke  at 
length  on  the  question. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  41. 

We,  the  Canadian  delegates,  in  meeting  assembled,  submit  the 
following  resolution  to  the  Twentieth  Annual  Convention  of  the 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 

Resolved,  To  enlist  the  help  of  all  our  Sisters  and  Brothers  in 
the  severe  fight  that  we  are  making  now  in  Canada  to  uphold  the 
name  and  the  traditions  of  the  International  Union  of  the  United 
Textile  Workers  of  America  against  the  One  Big  Union,  Na- 
tional Catholic  and  all  other  independent  or  radical  unions,  and 
also  the  employers  who  are  sweating  the  working  man  and 
thereby  helping  us  to  procure  the  forty-eight  hour  week. 

Frank  Walter,  1112,  Oil  Cloth  Workers. 
EsTELLE  Darling, 

J.  E.  Enright,  ; 
Michael  Purcell, 
Oscar  Nantil, 
H.  S.  Smith, 
Thos.  Flanigan. 

President  Golden:  You  have  heard  the  resolution  and  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee.  All  those  in  favor  of  the 
Committee's  report  signify  by  saying  "aye."  Opposed  "no."  It 
is  a  unanimous  vote  and  so  ordered. 

The  Committee  on  Election  of  delegates  to  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  is  ready  to  report. 

Delegate  Geiges  (Local  706,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  President 
and  delegates.  Your  Election  Committee  wishes  to  make  the 
following  report  on  the  election  for  delegates  to  the  A.  F.  L. 
Convention;  211  ballots  were  cast: 


Thomas  F.  McMahon   152 

James  Star    123 

Thomas  Reagan    Ill 

Samuel  Greer    88 


Delegate  Geiges  (  Local  706,  Philadelphia)  :  That  elects  Dele- 
gate McMahon,  Delegate  Starr  and  Delegate  Reagan  as  the  dele- 
gates elected.  (Applause.) 

Delegate  Stimpson  (Local  931,  Lowell)  (Chairman  of  Com- 
mittee on  Labels)  :  The  Label  Committee  has  a  report  to  read. 
Secretary  Saxton  will  read  the  report. 

Delegate  Saxton  (Local  1299,  Millville,  N.  J.,  Secretary  of 
Committee  on  Labels)  (reading)  : 

REPORT  OF  LABEL  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  fellow  delegates:  After  examining  the 
delegates  present  at  this  Twentieth  Annual  Convention  there  were 
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one  hundred  and  ninety  delegates  examined.  One  hundred  and 
sixty-five  of  those  delegates  who  had  five  or  more  labels ;  four- 
teen with  four  labels ;  two  with  three  labels ;  five  with  two  labels ; 
four  with  one  label,  making  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  ninety 
delegates.  That  is  giving  us  eighty-seven  per  cent  of  the  delegates 
coming  to  this  Convention  with  the  required  amount  of  labels. 

Your  Committee  finds  that  in  a  number  of  localities  according 
to  the  statements  of  the  delegates  that  it  is  hard  to  get  union 
labelled  articles. 

Your  Committee  believe  that  the  only  method  of  getting  union 
labelled  articles  is  for  the  delegates  to  go  back  to  their  respective 
organizations  and  form  live  label  committees.  To  visit  their  mer- 
chants, urging  them  to  procure  union  label  goods,  and  to  patron- 
ize only  them  that  do  so. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  your  Committee  that  if  agitation  along  these 
lines  are  followed  and  the  delegates  be  consistent  and  demand 
the  label  fifty-two  weeks  in  the  year  instead  of  one  week  during  a 
Convention. 

Your  future  Label  Committees  will  not  have  to  wait  until  the 
fifth  day  of  the  Convention  waiting  for  delegates  to  procure  the 
required  amount  of  labels  to  complete  their  report  of  examining 
of  delegates. 

We  examined:  14  with  4  labels;  2  with  3  labels;  5  with  2 
labels ;  4  with  1  label ;  165  with  5  labels  and  more. 

We  recommend  that  owing  to  several  localities  where  it  is 
impossible  to  procure  the  union  label  articles  that  the  delegates 
who  have  not  the  required  number  of  labels  be  seated. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  our  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Frank  N.  Stimpson,  Chairman. 

William  H.  Walton, 

H.  W.  Laughlin, 

Nelson  F.  Stacy, 

Humphrey  W.  Saxton,  Secretary. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Labels. 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  I  move 
that  it  be  received  and  that  the  Committee  be  discharged  with 
thanks. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

Delegate  Greer  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  (Secretary  of  Com- 
mittee on  Grievances)  :   The  Committee  on  Grievances. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  26. 

Whereas,  The  officials  of  the  Hamilton  Carhartt  Mills  at  Rock 
Hill,  South  Carolina,  and  at  Carhartt,  South  Carolina,  signed  an 
agreement  to  meet  committees  on  matters  pertaining  to  the 
interest  of  either  side,  but  later  notified  the  employees  that  no 
grievance  could  be  taken  farther  than  Superintendent,  thereby 
abolishing  the  right  of  collective  bargaining  in  principles,  if  not 
if  not  in  pretense. 

Whereas,  The  card  room  committee  was  later  notified  that 
they  would  be  discharged  if  they  continued  to  act  for  the  union 
and  later  discharged  a  member  of  this  committee  for  endeavoring 
to  induce  a  member  who  was  in  arrears  to  pay  up  his  dues,  and 

Whereas,  Every  opportunity  was  given  the  management  of 
these  mills  to  adjust  the  wrong  they  had  done  without  avail,  our 
Executive  Board  having  failed  to  get  the  matter  adjusted,  the 
matter  was  turned  over  to  our  International  Officials,  who  then 
called  a  strike  and  all  the  help  came  out,  the  mill  standing  for 
one  week.  The  management  then  undertook  to  break  the  strike 
by  throwing  some  58  families  out  of  their  homes  by  process  of 
law  and  conducting  a  policy  of  the  bitterest  persecution  by  having 
our  men  on  picket  duty  arrested  on  warrant  charging  trespass  in 
order  to  keep  them  off  the  streets  passing  through  and  around 
their  property,  reaching  a  climax  in  the  killing  of  a  fine  and  brave 
man  who  had  violated  his  obligations  to  the  union.  Therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  goods  of  the  Hamilton  Carhartt  Company 
that  are  being  woven  by  scab  labor — this  company  should  no 
longer  be  considered  fair  to  organized  labor  and  should  not  be 
allowed  to  use  the  Garment  Workers  Label  on  their  product. 

(Signed)    Edward  O'Connor, 
L.  G.  NuNN, 

1233,  Rock  Hill,  S.  C 

Your  Committee  on  Grievances  recommends  that  the  Emer- 
gency Committee  take  the  matter  up  immediately  and  take  such 
action  as  will  be  necessary  to  put  this  resolution  into  effect.  I  so 
move  you. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

Delegate  McKosky  (Local  706,  Philadelphia)  (Chairman  of 
Committee  on  Law)  : 

RESOLUTION  NO.  22. 

To  the  Delegates  of  the  Twentieth  Annual  Convention  of  the 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America: 

Whereas,  The  law  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America 
dealing  with  the  withdrawal,  expulsion,  secession  or  reduction 
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of  membership  below  seven  whereby  all  the  funds  and  other 
property  of  the  local  union  reverts  to  the  International  Union  is 
a  barrier  to  the  bringing  into  affiliation  with  the  United  Textile 
Workers  of  America  those  textile  workers  who  are  now  indepen- 
dent (so-called),  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  Article  17,  Section  3,  be  changed  to  read  as 
follows:  "That  a  local  union  decides  by  a  two-thirds  majority 
vote  of  the  entire  membership  of  the  local  union  to  withdraw  from 
the  International  and  upon  surrendering  the  seal  and  charter  to 
the  International  office  and  the  payment  of  all  claims  of  the 
International  by  the  local  union,  then  the  balance  of  the  funds 
of  said  local  union  shall  rem.ain  the  property  of  the  members  of 
the  local  union. 

(Signed)    Samuel  Greer, 

Matt  Macfarlane, 
George  Creech, 
Tobias  Hall. 

The  Committee  on  Law  non-concurs  in  the  resolution. 

I  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  Committee. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee and  the  recommendation  to  non-concur.  Are  you  ready 
for  the  question? 

Delegate  Hall  spoke  in  favor  of  the  resolution.  Delegates 
Golden  and  O'Donnell  in  favor  of  the  Committee's  report. 

Delegate  Creech  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  President 
and  delegates.  I  know  that  a  great  many  of  the  delegates  after 
the  vote  of  this  convention  was  taken  will  go  back  to  their  re- 
spective localities  with  one  thought  in  mind,  the  thought  that 
delegates  coming  from  the  local  organization  that  they  happen 
to  represent  had  some  ulterior  motive  or  some  motive  looking 
forward  to  the  possibility  of  breaking  away  or  seceding  from 
this  organization. 

Now  I  want  to  say  to  clear  the  minds  of  the  delegates  that  the 
local  organization  that  presented  or  instructed  its  delegates  to 
present  that  resolution  has  adopted  a  by-law  only  recently,  which 
is  inserted  in  the  local  laws,  to  comply  with  that  law  just  read 
and  wiUing  to  surrender  their  property.  I  want  to  say  further 
when  we  formed  that,  signed  it,  there  was  drawn  up  and  signed  a 
working  agreement  with  the  employer  to  show  how  sincere  we 
were  in  regard  to  the  International  organization  and  we  had  a 
paragraph  inserted  in  there,  when  the  local  union  was  unable  to 
supply  the  necessary  weavers  desired  by  any  employer  in  the 
trade — and  we  have  one  hundred  per  cent  organized — the  em- 
ployer would  have  the  privilege  of  hiring  weavers  from  other 
weaving  industries  provided  that  they  are  members  of  the  United 
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Textile  Workers  of  America  and  that  as  a  part  of  this  Interna- 
tional Union  they  did  not  go  into  any  one  of  our  26  shops.  Does 
that  look  like  we  were  trying  to  find  a  way  to  get  out  ?  The  only 
thought  in  the  minds  of  the  members  when  they  instructed  the 
delegates  to  come  to  this  convention  and  to  bring  it  up  on  the 
floor  before  the  delegates  here,  was  in  the  hope  that  further  light 
might  be  thrown  on  the  matter  for  a  more  closer  unification  of 
the  textile  workers  in  the  City  of  F'hiladelphia.  We  thought  that 
was  a  stumbling  block  that  stood  in  the  way  of  one  hundred  per 
cent  organization  on  the  part  of  the  weavers  and  the  cloth  weavers 
in  that  section  and  on  account  of  the  Amalgamated  workers. 

As  Brother  Hall  stated  as  far  as  the  delegation  here  is  con- 
cerned, we  can  say  "Amen"  to  anything  that  is  passed  by  this 
organization  and  the  local  organization  which  we  represent  will 
concur  in  it  and  won't  be  found  wanting.  They  will  take  the 
laws  of  this  organization  and  will  keep  them  to  the  Hmit  and  when 
many  another  organization,  I  believe,  has  gone  down  and  out  or 
probably  seceded,  you  will  find  Local  25,  delegates  as  well  as 
members,  standing  loyal  by  the  United  Textile  Workers  of 
America.  (Applause.) 

Delegate  Starr  (Local  678.  Paterson )  :  T  move  that  we 
adjourn. 

(Motion  seconded.) 

(The  question  was  called  for.) 

Delegate  Wilkinson  (Local  696,  Philadelphia)  :  I  make  a 
motion  that  we  convene  tomorrow  morning  at  eight  o'clock  instead 
of  nine. 

(The  motion  was  seconded.) 

President  Golden  :  The  delegates  will  be  seated.  A  motion 
has  been  made  that  we  convene  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning 
instead  of  nine.   Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

President  Golden  :  All  those  in  favor  of  meeting  at  eight 
o'clock  instead  of  nine  will  signify  by  saying  "aye."  Opposed 
"no."    The  "noes"  seem  to  have  it. 

(A  divi.sion  was  called  for.) 

President  Golden  :  .A  division  has  been  called  for. 

Delegate  White  can  count  them  from  the  rear  of  the  hall.  All 
those  in  favor  of  the  motion  to  convene  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning  will  raise  their  right  hand;  hold  it  up  there  until  it  is 
counted.  There  seems  to  be  some  confusion  as  to  the  two  count- 
ers. I  will  appoint  one  counter.  Delegate  White  will  start  and 
count  from  here.  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  to  convene  at 
eight  o'clock  will  raise  their  hand  until  they  are  counted. 
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Delegate  White  (Local  499,  Cohoes)  (Reporting  the  count)  ; 
Sixty-six. 

President  Golden  :  All  those  opposed  to  the  motion  will  raise 
their  right  hand  and  keep  it  there. 

Delegate  White  (Local  499,  Cohoes)  (Reporting  the  count) : 
One  hundred  and  fifty. 

President  Golden:  The  secretary  will  announce  the  result 
of  the  vote. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  66  in  favor  of 
convening  at  eight  o'clock  and  150  opposed.  (Applause.) 

President  Golden:  This  convention  stands  adjourned  until 
nine  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

(The  convention  adjourned  at  10  o'clock  p.  m.) 
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NINTH  SESSION. 


Saturday  morning,  October  9th,  1920. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  President  Golden  at  9.10 
a.  m. 

Delegate  Johnston  (Local  771,  Maynard)  :  I  would  like  the 
privilege  of  the  floor  for  about  five  minutes. 

President  Golden:  If  there  are  no  objections  from  the  dele- 
gates you  may  proceed. 

Delegate  Johnston  (Local  771,  Maynard)  :  I  want  to  get 
before  the  delegates  of  this  convention  the  situation  in  Maynard 
compared  with  one  year  ago.  This  casts  no  reflection  on  any 
one  one  way  or  the  other.  One  year  ago  today  we  had  about 
1800  members  in  our  different  locals.  We  had  six  locals  in 
Maynard.  Today  we  have  about  200  members  left  out  of  the 
1800.  Two  of  the  locals  have  gone  away  entirely.  Now  there 
are  four  locals  in  the  town  of  Maynard  today ;  one  local  of  about 
50  rnembers  out  of  690.  You  see  the  situation,  sisters  and  broth- 
ers, hut  I  am  a  United  Textile  Worker  of  America  and  believe 
that  the  people  are  the  same;  a  large  majority  of  them. 

The  Amalgamated  people  never  can  get  a  standing  there,  in 
my  opinion.  I  believe  that  unionism  true  to  the  United  Textile 
Workers  of  America  can  be  built  up  there  again,  and  I  want  the 
incoming  board,  the  Executive  Board,  of  the  United  Textile 
Workers  of  America  to  take  up  the  situation  at  Maynard,  and  I 
will  with  all  my  heart  and  might  endeavor  to  help  them  and  I 
will  find  others  at  Maynard  that  will  do  the  same.  That  is  all. 
(Applause.) 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  I  just  want  to  ask 
Delegate  Johnston  did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  there  was 
only  two  hundred  members  now  out  of  all  the  locals  in  Maynard. 

Delegate  Johnston  (Local  771,  Maynard)  :  I  think  that  is 
correct. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  I  am  afraid  you 
have  made  a  mistake.  I  have  to  sort  of  visualize  the  cards,  but  I 
think  that  you  will  find  that  there  are  a  good  many  more  than 
that.  No  charters  have  been  surrendered.  I  know  the  weavers' 
local  have  gone  down  considerably.  I  think  that  is  due  to  a 
good  extent  to  the  finishing  people,  isn't  it ;  to  some  of  the  finish- 
ing people  going  out? 
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Delegate  Saxton  (Local  1299,  Millville)  (Secretary  of  Com- 
mittee on  Labels)  : 

RESOLUTION  NO.  16. 

Whereas,  The  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  have  a 
label  on  the  market  and  the  different  crafts  have  always  received 
our  support  on  the  goods  we  buy,  and 

Whereas,  The  manufacturers  using  the  United  Garment 
Workers'  Label  as  a  means  to  foist  non-union  and  scab  goods  on 
the  public,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  to  this  convention  ask  their  re- 
spective locals  to  demand  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  Amer- 
ica's label  on  these  garments  and  overalls. 

We  recommend  that  where  we  have  one  hundred  per  cent  or- 
ganizations that  efforts  be  made  to  have  our  label  adopted. 

Frank  Stimpson,  Chairman. 
Humphrey  H.  Saxton, 
Wm.  H.  Walton, 
Nelson  Stacy. 

The  Committee  concur  in  this  resolution  and  move  that  it  be 
adopted. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

Delegate  Saxton  (Local  1299,  Millville)  (Secretary  of  Com- 
mittee on  Labels)  :  I  have  a  resolution,  No.  33,  here  which  is  as 
follows : 

RESOLUTION  NO.  33. 

Be  it  Resolved  that  a  sum  of  $2000  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  officers  of  this  International  Union  for  to  be  used  to  further 
the  propagation  of  the  Union  Label  of  the  United  Textile  Work- 
ers of  America. 

(Signed)    Horace  D.  Wilkinson, 
William  Nixon. 

The  Committee  concur  in  this  resolution  and  move  the  adoption. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

Delegate  Bennett  (Local  799,  Pawtucket)  :  Would  a  motion 
at  this  time  be  in  order? 

[President  Golden  :  Yes,  a  motion  would  be  in  order  to  cover 
and  govern  all  future  conventions.  What  I  felt  was  not  in  order 
was  to  make  rules  to  govern  the  next  convention. 

Delegate  Bennett  (Local  799,  Pawtucket)  :   The  point  I 
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had  in  view  was  that  if  the  delegates  were  ])ermitted — for  in- 
stance, I  came  in  Sunday.  I  presented  niy  resolutions  on  Monday. 
If  others  come  on  Sunday  or  Monday  morning,  I  do  not  see  why 
if  each  local  is  notified,  I  believe  sometime  in  August  of  the  fact 
that  resolutions  should  be  sent  forward  if  they  do  not  send  a 
delegate.  If  you  know  that  you  are  going  to  present  a  resolution 
to  the  convention  and  you  come  to  the  convention  on  Sunday,  you 
will  be  prepared  to  present  your  resolution  on  Monday. 

As  I  say,  if  these  resolutions  came  in  Monday,  by  six  o'clock 
Monday  night  the  Committee  could  be  working  on  them  and  we 
could  have  them  off  our  hands  long  before  this  time  and  we  would 
not  be  late  in  doing  our  work.  The  point  I  make  is  this  also  that 
if  a  delegate  came  later  the  convention  would  be  big  enough  to 
allow  hi  mto  present  his  resolution  and  not  shut  off  anybody. 
This  suggestion  is  made  for  the  sole  purpose  of  expediting  mat- 
ters. As  I  said  if  a  man  came  early  Sunday  or  Monday  he  would 
have  ample  time  to  present  his  resolution  up  to  six  o'clock  Monday 
night. 

If  a  motion  will  be  in  order  to  that  effect  I  will  make  a  motion 
that  the  resolutions  that  can  be  presented  by  six  o'clock  Monday 
night. 

President  Golden  :  Might  I  offer  a  resolution,  Delegate  Ben- 
nett? 

Delegate  Bennett  (Local  799.  Pawtucket)  :  Certainly,  if 
you  wish. 

President  Golden  :  Why  not  have  your  motion  that  you  move 
that  a  law  be  inserted  in  the  Constitution  stating  that  all  resolu- 
tions in  all  conventions  must  be  submitted  by  Monday  night  and 
no  further  resolutions  will  be  in  order  unless  by  a  majority  con- 
sent of  the  delegates? 

Delegate  Bennett  (Local  799,  Pawtucket)  :  Yes.  I  will  make 
that. 

Delegate  Berry  (Local  1144,  Manchester)  :  I  take  great 
pleasure  in  seconding  that  motion.  T  think  if  we  had  started  that 
we  would  have  been  out  last  night. 

President  Golden  :  The  motion  is  that  a  law  be  inserted  in 
the  Constitution  that  resolutions  must  be  submitted  by  Monday 
night ;  all  other  resolutions  to  take  the  usual  course  of  being 
submitted  subject  to  the  consent  of  the  majority  of  the  delegates. 
Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  addition  to  the  mo- 
tion. All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  signify  by  saying  "aye." 
Opposed  "no."   It  is  a  unanimous  vote  and  so  ordered. 


140 


TWENTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  (Secretary 
of  Committee  on  Resolutions)  : 

RESOLUTION  NO.  15. 

Whereas,  It  is  a  very  important  thing  that  all  members  of 
the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  should  keep  in  close 
touch  wfth  our  International  officials  through  our  Journal  and 
should  at  all  times  be  well  informed  on  matters  pertaining  to  the 
interest  of  our  organization,  and 

Whereas,  There  is  nothing  that  will  promote  the  growth  of  the 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America  like  the  official  journal. 
Therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  provide  means  whereby  all 
members  will  receive  a  copy  each  month  free  of  charge. 

Edw.  O'Connor, 
L.  G.  Nunn. 

Your  Committee  non-concurs  in  this  resolution  and  so  move. 
(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  36. 

That  we,  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  in  convention 
assembled,  desiring  to  get  a  little  knowledge  on  the  qualifications 
of  the  delegates  attending  these  convention  and  a  more  complete 
report  on  the  work  of  the  convention  and  as  the  members  who 
are  not  delegates  can  only  judge  the  qualities  of  a  delegate  by 
his  printed  words,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  a  full  report  of  the  proceedings  of  this  conven- 
tion be  printed  or  typed  and  a  copy  sent  to  each  delegate  attend- 
ing the  convention  and  copy  sent  to  each  local  not  represented 
at  the  convention. 

On  behalf  of  Local  604  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

(Signed)    Joseph  Singleton,  L.  U.  604. 

William  H.  Getty,  L.  U.  505. 
Harry  Newton,  L.  U.  503. 

The  Committee  non-concurs  in  the  resolution  and  I  so  move 
the  adoption  of  the  Committee's  report. 

(The  motion  was  seconded.) 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  The  law  provides 
for  it.   We  do  not  have  to  take  any  action. 

President  Golden  :  The  law  docs  not  provide  for  a  full  ver- 
batim report. 
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Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  It  provides  for  a 
condensed  report. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  Does  that  resolu- 
tion ask  for  a  verbatim  report? 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  (Secretary 
of  Committee  on  Resolutions)  :  No,  it  says  a  full  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  convention  be  printed  or  typed  and  a  copy 
sent  to  each  delegate.  Now  the  Committee  felt  it  would  hardly 
be  expected  that  a  verbatim  copy  would  be  sent  to  anybody.  The 
expense  of  such  a  report  would  be  out  of  reason.  We  knew  that 
a  complete  report  as  was  possible  was  sent  to  every  local  organi- 
zation and  as  that  was  the  law  the  Committee  felt  all  that  was 
necessary  was  to  report  that  that  was  already  the  law  on  the 
books  and  it  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  further  action. 

President  (^kdlden  :  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee.   Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

President  Golden:  All  those  in  favor  of  the  report  and  the 
Committee's  recommendation  signify  by  saying  ''aye."  Opposed 
*''no."    It  is  a  unanimous  vote  and  so  ordered. 


RESOLUTION  NO.  12. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  Twentieth  Animal  Conven- 
tion of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America: 

Whereas,  The  textile  workers  in  this  country  are  confronted 
with  a  serious  and  harmful  condition  owing  to  the  general  cur- 
tailment and  the  future  prospects  of  the  industry,  and 

Whereas,  It  is  clearly  discernible  that  a  combined  movement 
is  on  foot  to  bring  about  a  reduction  in  wages,  subsidized  news- 
paper propaganda  is  already  paving  the  way  for  this  attempt,  and 

Whereas^  A  drop  in  commodities  to  the  pre-war  level  under 
the  present  wage  basis  would  only  give  to  the  workers  a  part  of 
what  we  have  been  fighting  for,  namely,  a  large  return  to  the 
producers  in  order  that  we  might  live  with  some  degree  of  de- 
cency, and 

Whereas,  It  is  safe  to  assume  that  nine  working  months  in 
the  year  is  a  high  general  average  for  textile  employees,  and 
this  fact  has  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  so  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  make 
immediate  plans  to  put  into  effect  the  eight-hour  day  and  the 
44-hour  week,  and  be  it  further 
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Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  no  reduction  of  wages  in  this 
proposed  measure. 

(Signed)    Francis  Gorman, 
James  E.  Garrity, 
Edward  M.  Pierce, 
Hugh  Brady, 
Edward  Farrell. 

Your  Committee  split  in  this  resolution.  Four  members  of  the 
Committee  voted  to  non-concur  and  one  of  the  Committee  voted 
to  concur  in  the  resolution  and  we  said  that  we  would  take  the 
matter  up  before  the  convention.  The  majority  of  the  Committee 
by  a  vote  of  four  to  one  voted  to  non-concur  in  this  resolution. 
We  so  move. 

(The  motion  was  seconded.) 

Delegate  Gorman  (Local  574,  Providence)  :  Mr.  Chairman, 
as  a  member  of  the  Resolutions  Committee,  I  wish  to  submit  the 
following  minority  report.    I  will  read  this: 

Amendment.  That  we  strike  out  immediate  plans  and  insert 
that  "the  subject  matter  contained  is  referred  to  the  Executive 
Council  for  their  serious  consideration." 

The  reason  for  this  amendment,  Mr.  Chairman,  those  of  us 
who  have  signed  that  resolution  are  of  the  opinion  that  this 
organization  can  do  something  to  make  some  attempt  to  offset 
the  attempt  of  the  employers  to  reduce  wages  in  the  textile 
industry.  Some  might  say  that  we  are  calamity  holwers.  How- 
ever, the  fact  still  remains  that  our  opponents,  on  the  other  hand, 
are  certainly  concentrating  and  preparing  their  action  and  when 
the  time  comes,  whether  three  months  from  now  or  whether  six 
months  from  now,  the  textile  employees  of  this  country  are 
certainly  going  to  be  up  against  one  of  the  biggest  fights  that 
they  ever  had  to  contend  with. 

Then  again  we  have  a  law  in  our  Executive  Council  and  the 
point  I  want  to  bring  out  is  this,  that  it  is  at  our  convention  that 
we  should  adopt  measures  to  fight  this  attempt  that  is  certainly 
going  to  be  made  and  for  this  reason,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  submit 
this  minority  report  for  the  consideration  of  the  delegates  and 
we  are  thereby  willing  to  place  the  situation  in  the  hands  of  the 
Executive  Council  to  decide  for  the  best  interests  of  our  organi- 
zation at  large. 

Delegates  O'Donnell,  Golden.  McDonnell  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
majority  committee's  report. 

Delegates  Garrity,  Hall,  Bennett  spoke  in  favor  of  the  minority 
report. 

(The  question  was  called  for.) 
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President  Golden  :  All  those  in  favor  of  the  acceptance  of 
the  majority  report  of  the  Committee  will  signify  by  saying  "aye.'' 
Those  opposed  ''no." 

(A  division  is  called  for.) 

President  Golden  :  A  division  has  been  called  for.  Mr.  Kraus 
will  start  counting  please. 

All  those  in  favor  of  the  acceptance  of  the  majority  report  of 
the  Committee  will  raise  their  right  hand  and  hold  them  there  until 
counted. 

Delegate  Kraus  (Local  1206,  Willimantic)  :  161. 

President  Golden  :  All  those  opposed  to  the  majority  re])ort 
of  the  Committee  will  raise  their  hands. 

Delegate  Kraus  (Local  1206,  Willimantic)  :  39. 

President  Golden  :  The  Secretary  will  annouce  the  result  of 
the  vote. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  161  in  favor  and 
39  against. 

Delegate  Gorman  (Local  574,  Providence)  :  I  want  to  say 
that  I  submitted  a  minority  report  and  that  report  was  that  the 
entire  matter,  the  entire  subject  matter,  be  referred  to  the  Execu- 
tive Council  for  their  serious  consideration,  and,  Mr.  President, 
I  claim  that  the  vote  was  illegal  inasmuch  as  on  the  first  ballot 
the  minority  vote  seemed  to  carry  and  on  the  second  some  of  the, 
delegates  were  confused.   I  ask  for  a  roll  call  vote. 

I  make  a  motion  to  that  ef¥ect,  for  a  roll  call  vote. 

(The  motion  was  seconded.) 

President  Golden  :  There  is  a  motion  made  and  seconded 
that  we  have  a  roll  call  vote  on  that  subject.  It  will  take  one- 
fifth,  according  to  our  rules,  one-fifth  of  the  delegates  present 
to  demand  a  roll  call.  All  those  in  favor  of  a  roll  call  on  this 
question  that  has  been  voted  on  by  division  will  raise  their  right 
hand  and  leave  them  there  until  counted. 

Delegate  Kraus  will  count. 

Delegate  Kraus  (Local  1206,  Willimantic)  :  34. 

President  Golden  :  There  is  not  a  sufficient  number.  It  will 
take  47  votes  to  demand  a  roll  call.  The  motion  is  lost.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

Delegate  Harbor  (Local  1131,  Manchester)  (Secretary  of 
Committee  on  Organization)  : 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  43. 

Whereas,  The  living  expenses,  including  hotel  rates,  have 
advanced  in  proportion  to  all  other  commodities,  and 

Whereas,  The  present  law  is  inadequate  to  meet  said  expenses, 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  two  dollars  additional  be  allowed  to  the  present 
rate  for  all  the  staff;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  an  increase  of  $4.32  per  week  be  added  to  the 
present  salary  of  all  Organizers. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)    Mary  Kelleher, 

Thomas  J.  Reagan, 
John  Thomas, 
Horace  A.  Riviere, 
John  J.  Dean, 
Frank  A.  Meleady, 
Edward  F.  Callaghan. 
Henry  Eatough, 
Joseph  R.  White. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  Joint  Committee  recommends  the  adoption 
of  this  resolution,  and  the  Law  Committee  have  added  a  recom- 
mendation for  the  wages  of  the  Vice  Presidents.  I  would  move 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

(Motion  seconded.) 

Delegate  McKosky  (Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Law): 
Your  Law  Committee  recommends  that  the  word  "5"  in  Article 
be  changed  to  $7.00. 

I  move  its  adoption. 

(Motion  seconded.) 

Delegate  Hall  opposed  the  committee. 

Delegates  Zuersher,  Powers,  Hanley  supported  the  committee's 
report. 

Delegate  Harbor  (Local  1131,  Manchester)  (Secretary  of 
Committee  on  Organization)  :  There  was  a  point  raised  in  the 
Committee  where  some  people  in  this  convention  did  not  under- 
stand that  the  organizers  when  they  go  home  do  not  get  that 
seven  dollars  a  day.  I  wish  some  of  these  organizers  would  get 
up  and  explain  their  position  to  this  convention. 

(The  question  was  again  called  for.) 
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President  Goeden  :  Just  a  moment ;  the  question  has  been 
again  called  for.  All  those  in  favor  of  the  previous  question  being 
put  will  signify  by  saying  ''aye."  Those  opposed  "no."  The 
*'ayes"  seem  to  have  it,  the  ''ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

The  question  recurs  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Organi- 
zation being  concurred  in. 

All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  signify  by  saying  "aye." 
Those  opposed  "no."   The  "ayes"  seem  to  have  it — 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  A  division,  Mr. 
Chairman. 

President  Golden  :  A  division  has  been  called  for.  Delegate 
Kraus  vvrill  count. 

All  those  in  favor  of  the  acceptance  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee v^ill  signify  by  raising  their  hand  until  the  hands  have  been 
counted. 

Delegate  Kraus  (Local  1206,  Willimantic)  :  151. 

President  Golden  :  All  those  opposed  to  the  Committee's 
report  will  raise  their  hand — just  put  down  your  hands  again. 
Those  who  wish  to  support  the  Committee's  report,  you  are  not 
voting  against  the  Committee's  report.  All  those  in  favor  of 
opposing  the  Committee's  report  will  raise  their  hands  until 
counted. 

Delegate  Kraus  (Local  1206,  Willimantic)  :  38. 

President  Golden  :    The  Secretary  will  announce  the  result. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  Those  in  favor  of 
the  report,  151.    Opposed  38.  (Applause.) 

President  Golden  :   The  report  of  the  Committee  is  adopted. 

Delegate  Johnston  (Local  771,  Maynard) :  At  this  time  I 
rise  to  ask  the  question  in  connection  with  the  resolution  that  was 
sent  to  the  convention  last  year  from  Baltimore  from  Local  771 
in  connection  with  the  two  loom  and  the  one  loom  system,  as  it 
vas  then  and  is  now  in  the  woolen  mill. 

Delegate  Johnston  (Local  771,  Maynard)  :  May  I  read  that 
resolution  ? 

President  Golden:  If  the  delegates  see  fit. 

Delegate  Johnston  (Local  771,  Maynard)  (Reading)  : 

RESOLUTION  NO.  18. 

Whereas,  That  there  has  been  a  general  complaint  from  woolen 
weavers  about  the  two  loom  system. 
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Whereas,  That  we  believe  that  this  so-called  two  loom  system 
is  harmful  for  the  organized  textile  workers,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  Twentieth  Annual  Convention  of  United 
Textile  Workers  of  America  direct  the  incoming  Executive  Coun- 
cil to  investigate  this  so-called  two  loom  system  in  the  woolen 
mills  and  to  abolish  the  same  as  early  as  practicable. 

(Signed)    Walter  White, 

Theodore  Wolliesscheid, 
Sraute  Kukkula. 

Maynard,  Mass.,  Local  771. 

Your  Committee  concurred  in  this  resolution  and  it  was  passed 
and  as  far  as  I  know  nothing  has  been  done.  Mr.  President,  will 
you  permit  me  to  express  myself  on  this  resolution? 

President  Golden  :  Just  a  moment ;  you  say  that  nothing  has 
been  done. 

Delegate  Johnston  (Local  771,  Maynard)  :  So  far  as  I  know. 

President  Golden  :  So  far  as  you  know.  Well,  so  far  as  I 
know  something  has  been  done  and  we  have  had  several  fights 
on  the  two  loom  system  during  the  year.  I  want  to  give  that  as 
information. 

Delegate  Johnston  (Local  771,  Maynard)  :  Might  I  express 
myself  on  this  before  the  delegates?  Might  I  express  the  real 
reasons  that  this  was  sent  in  to  the  convention  last  year?  I  will 
do  it  in  just  a  few  words. 

President  Golden  :  If  the  delegates  have  no  objection. 

Delegate  Johnston  (Local  771,  Maynard)  :  Then  it  is  this 
fact,  up  in  Maynard  are  about  800  looms.  There  are  100  inch 
looms  and  there  are  the  92  inch  looms  and  there  are  the  82  inch 
looms.  Now  they  had  the  beam  stands  so  arranged  that  any  two 
from  92  can  be  put  into  the  hundred.  From  the  82  there  is  a 
beam  from  the  82  that  can  be  put  into  the  92  and  also  into  the 
100  inch.  When  they  want  to  go  on  the  one  loom  work  they 
can  put  all  800  looms  on  one  loom  work.  You  can  see  at  a  glance 
that  they  would  have  to  employ  800  weavers.  Then  again  if  they 
wanted  to  start  on  the  two  loom  system,  they  can  put  in  the  two 
loom  system  and  you  can  at  a  glance  see  how  many  would  be 
thrown  out  of  employment.  If  they  wanted  to  put  on  200,  put 
in  200  on  the  two  loom  work,  that  would  throw  out  of  emply- 
ment  about  100  hands  right  away.  Sometimes  it  does  that.  I 
believe  it  is  so  all  along  the  line  in  the  American  Woolen  Com- 
pany's mills. 

We  believe  that  the  mill  ought  to  be  a  one  loom  system  because 
all  the  looms  in  there,  all  the  weavers  in  there  ought  to  be  operat- 
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ing  one  loom  and  that  the  two  loom  system  ought  to  be  done 
away  with.  This  would  be  in  justice  to  the  workers  at  Maynard 
and  all  throughout  the  United  States.  (Applause.) 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  (Secretary  of 
Committee  on  Resolutions)  (Reading)  : 

RESOLUTION  NO.  6. 

Whereas,  That  there  has  been  many  delegates  present  at  the 
previous  conventions  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America, 
representing  local  unions  of  which  they  are  not  bona  fide  mem- 
bers and  particularly  after  they  have  been  defeated  for  delegate 
by  the  organization  of  which  they  are  a  member,  and 

Whereas,  That  we  believe  that  methods  of  this  character  em- 
ployed by  any  members  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  Amer- 
ica is  undemocratic  and  violates  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  of 
the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  and  should  therefore 
be  presented  in  the  future.    Therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  no  members  of  the  United  Textile  Workers 
of  America  be  seated  in  the  convention  of  that  body  as  a  delegate 
from  any  local  union  of  which  he  or  she  is  not  a  member,  after 
they  have  been  defeated  for  delegate  from  their  own  organization. 

(Signed)    Harold  Beardsley,  Local  825. 
Thos.  a.  Reilly,  Local  825. 
I  John  McKeown,  Local  825. 

Daniel  Gehan,  Local  825. 
James  J.  Boylan,  Local  825. 
Harry  Bradley,  Local  825. 

Your  Committee  concurs  in  this  resolution  and  I  so  move. 
(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

Delegate  McKosky  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  (Chairman  of 
Committee  on  Law)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  the  Law  Committee  or  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Organization  and  Law  recommends  that 
Article  5,  Sections  2  and  4,  be  changed  to  read  that  they  will 
receive  for  their  services  the  sum  of  $60  per  week. 

The  Joint  Committee  concurs  in  the  recommendation  and  so 
moves  to  the  convention. 

President  Golden:  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Law  and  their  recommendation;  what  is  your  pleasure 
with  the  report? 

Delegate  Kelly  (Local  1137,  Manchester)  :  I  move  that  we 
accept  it. 


(The  motion  was  seconded.) 
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Delegate  Wilkinson  (Local  696,  Philadelphia)  :  A  point  of 
information.    What  is  the  present  salary? 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  $48.08. 

Delegate  Wilkinson  (Local  696,  Philadelphia)  :  This  is 
practically  a  20  per  cent  increase  in  salary.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  do 
not  like  to  be  against  anybody  getting  any  more  money.  I  know 
all  along  the  line  the  cry  has  gone  out  ''This  is  not  the  time  to  go 
for  an  increase  in  wages."  Now  if  that  applies  to  the  ordinary 
worker,  I  think  it  ought  to  apply  to  our  International  Workers. 
If  they  feel  that  this  is  the  time  to  conserve  our  resources,  I 
think  they  ought  to  refrain  this  year  from  asking  for  further 
increase  of  wages.  The  workers  have  gone  along  and  refrained 
from  making  a  fight  on  an  increase  in  wages.  I  believe  the  Inter- 
national officers  ought  to  be  big  enough  this  year  to  do  so  and 
to  go  along  with  the  work. 

Now  there  was  an  increase  granted  or  there  have  been  increases 
granted  from  year  to  year  lately  to  the  organizers  and  the  officers 
of  the  International  Union  until  I  think  they  have  reached  what 
I  term  a  fair  wage. 

President  Golden  :  I  know  that  it  is  very  embarrassing  to  have 
to  speak  upon  the  floor  in  opposition  to  an  increase  in  salary.  I 
know  it  is  an  embarrassing  feeling. 

What  I  think  brought  this  about  was  the  increase  in  the 
salaries  of  the  organizers  because  now  you  will  have  the  very 
inconsistent  condition  of  an  organizer  getting  more  salary  than 
your  vice-presidents.  Of  course,  that  does  not  fit  very  well.  Now 
I  want  to  be  absolutely  frank  in  my  statement.  I  think  the  Com- 
mittee would  have  done  a  better  job  if  they  had  come  in  here 
with  a  recommendation — I  am  not  criticizing,  perhaps  they  did 
not  think  about  it — had  taken  the  salary  of  the  vice-president 
as  it  was  the  past  year  and  just  have  recommended  a  raise  in 
proportion  that  would  have  given  them  a  few  dollars  more  than 
the  organizers  on  the  same  ratio  as  has  prevailed  during  the 
past  year,  then  in  my  judgment  there  could  have  been  no  criti- 
cism. 

I  do  not  know  what  the  sentiment  of  anybody  else  may  be  on 
the  official  staff — ^but  I  want  to  say  that  I  understand  that  there 
has  been  some  talk,  at  least  so  I  have  been  informed,  that  they 
were  going  to  gradually  after  increasing  the  organizers'  salaries, 
to  recommend  another  increase  for  the  officers.  I  want  to  say 
that  if  that  subject  is  brought  up  here  under  present  conditions  I 
will  refuse  to  accept  a  nickel  increase  in  salary.  (Applause.) 
Not  that  I  might  think  that  in  my  mind  I  am  not  deserving  of  it, 
that  does  not  enter  into  the  argument — I  think  the  time  is  not 
opportune  when  that  should  be  done.  We  should  be  at  least  as 
consistent  as  our  membership. 
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President  Golden  :  Mr.  Vice-President,  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  matter  I  will  move  that  this  whole  question  be  resubmitted 
to  the  body  to  bring  in  another  report. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

REPORT  OP  COMMITTEE  ON  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL'S 

REPORT. 

The  executive  council  has  held  four  meetings  since  the  last 
convention  in  addition  to  the  many  meetings  of  the  Emergency 
Committee  which  were  held  twice  a  month  and  oftener  when 
necessary,  and  considering  the  many  matters  of  importance,  one 
of  which  was  the  campaign  for  the  15  per  cent  in  the  cotton  and 
woolen  industry  which  ended  successfully. 

The  carrying  forward  of  the  campaign  of  the  forty-eight  hour 
week  in  localities  where  the  forty-eight  hours  had  not  been 
granted. 

We  had  many  grievances,  disputes  and  serious  strike  situa- 
tions, to  consider  which  taxed  the  resources  of  our  organization 
to  the  utmost,  which  makes  it  imperative  that  these  resources  be 
substantially  increased  if  we  are  to  meet  the  issue  of  the  open 
shop  successfully  and  the  attempts  that  are  being  made  to  reduce 
wages  by  some  manufacturers  whose  members  will  probably  in- 
crease as  the  year  goes  on. 

It  must  also  be  remembered  that  the  campaign  for  the  forty- 
eight  hour  work  week  is  still  unfinished ;  the  fight  must  be  made  in 
all  those  places  that  have  not  conceded  the  shorter  work  week, 
not  only  in  the  Southern  states,  but  in  other  parts  of  the  country 
as  well  as  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 

If  all  this  wor  kis  to  be  successfully  accomplished  and  success- 
fully met  the  numerous  requests  that  have  been  made  on  your 
Executive  Council  and  this  convention  for  organizers  to  be  sent 
into  different  fields. 

It  stands  to  reason  that  as  previously  stated  we  must  have  the 
necessary  ammunition  to  accomplish  the  desired  res^ults.  The 
strenuous  year  just  past  has  also  demonstrated  very  clearly  that 
our  constitution  needs  to  be  revised  to  meet  these  new  conditions 
which  we  are  confronted  with. 

Your  Executive  Council,  along  with  your  International  officers, 
have  given  much  time  and  serious  thought  to  this  particular  phase 
of  this  situation  and  as  a  result  thereof  we  have  submitted  a 
number  of  recommendations  to  the  committee  on  Executive 
Councils  report  to  be  acted  upon  by  this  Convention  and  we 
trust  they  will  do  so  in  a  favorable  manner,  as  we  are  convinced 
that  unless  this  is  done  the  work  cannot  be  carried  out  in  a  satis- 
factory manner. 

Delegate  White  (Local  499,  Cohoes)   (Chairman  of  Com- 
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mittee  on  Executive  Council's  Report)  :  Our  recommendation  is 
that  each  one  of  these  articles  be  taken  up  separately. 

President  Golden  :    Go  ahead. 

Delegate  Webber  (Local  1380,  Paterson)  (Secretary  of  Com- 
mittee on  Executive  Council's  Report),  reading: 

Article  III.  All  local  unions  desiring  to  become  part  of  this 
organization  shall  pay  a  charter  fee  of  fifteen  ($15.00)  dollars  for 
which  they  shall  receive  an  outfit  consisting  of  books,  charter, 
seal,  etc.  For  all  members  joining  this  organization  an  initiation 
fee  of  two  ($2)  dollars  must  be  sent  to  the  International  Office. 

The  Committee  concurs  in  the  recommendation  and  moves  its 
adoption. 

(The  motion  is  seconded.) 

All  those  in  favor  of  the  acceptance  of  the  Committee's  report 
will  signify  by  saying  "aye."  Those  opposed  ''no."  The  Chair 
is  in  doubt. 

Delegate  Kraus  will  please  count. 

Delegate  Kelleher  (Local  1238,  Kannapolis)  :  I  move  you, 
Mr.  President,  for  a  rising  vote. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

All  those  in  favor  of  the  acceptance  of  that  report  will  signify 
by  standing. 

Delegate  Kraus  (Local  1206,  Willimantic)  (After  counting)  : 
111. 

President  Golden  :  It  is  not  any  use  in  taking  the  opposite 
vote.   The  recommendation  is  lost. 

It  would  take  157  votes  to  make  a  two-thirds  majority.  That 
amount  has  not  been  reached.    The  recommendation  is  lost. 

Delegate  Ludwig  (Local  760,  Pompton  Lakes)  :  I  wish  to 
be  recorded  as  being  in  favor  of  the  two  dollar  initiation  fee  as 
called  for  in  the  resolution. 

Delegate  McKosky  (Local  706,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Presi- 
dent— 

Delegate  White  (Local  499,  Cohoes)  :  May  I  ask  for  infor- 
mation? Many  delegates  are  not  here  at  all.  Have  you  a  two- 
thirds  vote  of  all? 

President  Golden  :  No,  we  are  doing  the  business ;  not  the 
delegates  that  are  gone. 

Delegate  McKosky  (Local  706,  Philadelphia)  :  Does  it  re- 
quire 147  of  those  delegates  that  are  present? 
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Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  I  was  basing  my 
figures  on  the  delegates  that  were  seated  the  first  of  the  week. 
I  do  not  know  the  number  that  are  here  now.  1  presume  that 
was  how  I  based  it. 

President  Golden  :  All  those  opposed  to  the  reconmieiuiation 
of  the  Committee  will  rise. 

Delegate  Kraus  (Local  1206,  Willimantic)  (After  count- 
ing): 81. 

President  Golden  :  The  Secretary  will  announce  the  record 
of  the  ballots. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  The  vote  in  the 
affirmative  was  111.  The  vote  in  the  negative  was  81,  making  a 
total  of  192  votes  cast.  It  would  require  of  that  136  votes  or  a 
two-thirds  majority  in  order  to  carry  the  resolution. 

President  Golden  :  The  recommendation  is  lost. 

Delegates  McCarthy,  Earnhardt,  O'Donnell,  Edwards,  Brady, 
Garrity  spoke  against  the  $2  initiation  fee. 

Delegates  Nunn,  Kelleher,  Eatough.  Gorman,  McKosky,  White 
in  favor. 

Delegate  McKosky  (Local  706,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chair- 
man, pursuant  to  the  instructions  of  the  convention  the  Commit- 
tee on  Organization  and  Law  retired  and  are  ready  to  submit 
their  amended  report. 

The  Joint  Committee  recommends  that  Article  V,  Sections  2 
and  4,  be  changed  to  read,  ''That  they  shall  receive  the  sum  of 
$55  a  week." 

The  Committee  recommends  the  adoption  of  the  report,  and 
so  moves. 

(The  motion  was  seconded.) 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee.    Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

Delegate  Wilkinson  spoke  against  the  committee's  report. 

Delegates  Starr,  McDonnell  supported  the  committee's  report 

The  question  recurs  on  the  acceptance  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  that  has  brought  in  the  report  to  raise  the  salary  of 
the  Vice-Presidents  to  $55  a  week. 

All  those  in  favor  of  the  recommendation  wall  signify  by  saying 
"aye."  Opposed  "no."  The  "ayes"  seem  to  have  it,  the  "ayes" 
have  it  and  so  ordered. 
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Delegate  Harbor  (Local  1131,  Manchester)  (Secretary  of 
Committee  on  Organization)  : 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  ORGANIZATION. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  Twentieth  Annual  Conven- 
tion Assembled : 

We,  your  Organization  Committee,  beg  to  submti  the  following 
final  report. 

We  are  pleased  to  note  that  our  Organizers  had  a  pretty  suc- 
cessful year  with  101  new  Local  Unions  numbering  a  membership 
of  over  35,000  members.  This  is  a  remarkable  showing,  especially 
with  so  much  opposition  coming  from  our  employers,  and  with 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  every  city  opposing  organized  labor. 

We  would  recommend  to  the  Emergency  Committee  wherever  it 
s  possible  to  retain  the  organizer  in  the  particular  field  where  he 
is  laboring  to  effect  organization  that  he  be  kept  there. 

In  reading  the  reports  of  our  organizers  we  note  a  request 
coming  from  some  of  our  organizers  that  they  be  privileged  to 
appear  before  the  new  Executive  Board  at  their  first  session  to 
lay  before  this  body  certain  recommendations  to  fit  into  their 
respective  work. 

We  wish  our  organizers  every  success  for  the  incoming  year 
and  hope  a  large  increase  of  members  will  be  added  to  our  rolls 
of  membership  by  every  organizer  in  the  field. 

Arthur  McDonnell,  Chairman. 
Chas.  M.  Burns, 
Mary  Kelleher, 
W.  R.  Walter, 
J.  B.  Dewey, 

Yvonne  Harbour,  Secretary. 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  (Chairman 
of  Committee  on  Organization)  :  I  know  that  the  delegates  noted 
the  number  of  appeals  that  came  before  this  convention  for  organi- 
zation. It  places  our  International  Organization  in  the  position 
where  the  answers  to  these  requests  are  sometimes  disappointing. 
We  have  only  got  a  certain  number  of  organizers  and  they  have  to 
cover  a  wide  territory.  Sometimes  there  is  a  great  deal  of  censure 
placed  on  this  International  Organization  that  they  cannot  help.  I 
want  to  impress  that  on  the  delegates  here. 

Also  this,  and  this  is  to  the  organizers,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  hope 
that  they  will  have  a  successful  year.  I  know  that  in  some  of 
their  work  there  are  many  obstacles  that  have  to  be  overcome 
and  sometimes  they  are  very  discouraging. 

That  is  all  1  can  wish  them  as  Chairman  of  that  organization, 
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and  again  I  want  to  say  that  T  wish  tliem  a  full  measure,  of 
success  for  the  incoming  year,     f  Ap])lause. ) 

I  move  the  adoption  of  this  report  as  a  whole. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  J^hiladelj^hiaj  (Chairman 
of  Committee  on  Organization)  :  ]  wish  to  submit  the  reports 
of  the  various  organizers,  which  are  as  follows : 

REPORT  OF  FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT  THOMAS  F. 
McMAHON. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  Twentieth  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  Greetings; 

The  twentieth  milestone  in  the  history  of  our  International  is 
here  and  to  those  of  us  whom  you  selected  as  your  ofificers  a  report 
is  expected  of  work  done  during  the  past  year. 

When  leaving  Baltimore  at  the  finish  of  our  Convention  last 
year  I  was  instructed  to  proceed  to  Brooklyn  and  take  charge  of 
the  strike  then  in  progress  against  the  Kayser  Company.  During 
the  weeks  spent  there  it  was  my  privilege  to  visit  the  other  cities, 
Sidney  and  Amsterdam,  w^here  strikes  were  also  in  existence.  It 
was  a  great  encouragement  to  know-  that  these  workers  were 
always  ready  to  co-operate  with  you,  to  aid  in  every  way  to  the 
end  that  success  might  be  ours ;  not  only  were  the  workers  but 
all  the  officers  of  the  warpers  and  warp  hands  as  well  as  our 
General  President  and  the  other  organizers  bending  all  their 
energies  to  win  this  fight. 

About  the  middle  of  November  instructions  were  received  to 
proceed  to  Boston  and  meet  the  officials  of  the  American  Woolen 
Company  in  relation  to  the  grievances  existing  in  Maynard.  From 
there  I  proceeded  to  Willimantic,  Conn.,  to  attend  to  some  busi- 
ness in  that  city.  Upon  my  return  to  Brooklyn  I  was  instructed 
to  proceed  to  Amsterdam  and  take  up  grievances  at  the  Fownes 
Mill,  along  with  Organizer  White.  From  there  we  proceeded  to 
Cohoes,  where  a  strike  was  in  progress  at  the  Harmony  Mills, 
and  upon  my  return  to  Brooklyn,  along  wath  President  Golden,  we 
proceeded  to  Willimantic,  then  to  Maynard  and  Fall  River.  In 
Maynard,  where  a  strike  was  going  on,  and  working  in  co-opera- 
tion with  President  Golden  and  Organizer  Regan  along  with  the 
local  officials  of  the  different  unions,  this  strike  w^as  dually  ad- 
justed. 

I  need  not  enumerate  the  many  places  visited  during  my  short 
stay  at  this  time  in  New  England,  but  I  cannot  forego  the  magnifi- 
cent Sunday  demonstration  of  labor  in  Manchester,  N.  H.,  on 
Sunday,  December  14th,  where  I  had  the  honor  to  speak  along 
with  Organizer  Rivere,  both  afternoon  and  evening,  and  Labor 
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Day  along  with  Organizers  Reagan  and  Brother  Fleming. 
Throughout  Rhode  Island,  at  this  time^  magnificent  progress  was 
being  made,  particularly  in  Woonsocket  and  Olneyville,  and  the 
great  aid  rendered  by  our  Executive  Board  Representative  Powers 
along  with  Organizer  Eatough  brought  about  good  results.  We 
then  proceeded  to  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  there  in  harmony  with 
the  Executive  Board  members,  the  District  Council  and  Vice- 
President  McKosky,  we  worked  as  well  as  we  knew  how  to  bring 
about  results.  Needless  to  say  that  the  local  unions  and  their 
officers  worked  whole-heartedly  and  untiringly  to  build  up  to  a 
great  height  the  prestige  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of 
America.  While  in  Philadelphia  we  attended  the  meetings  in 
AUentown,  Easton,  PhilHpsburg,  Millville,  N.  J.,  and  Knoxville, 
Tenn. 

The  clouds  of  war  about  this  time  settled  upon  Fall  River  and 
Local  1057  was  selected  by  the  Manufacturers  Association  of 
Fall  River  to  be  their  victim ;  this  local  union  had  become  an  eye- 
sore to  the  employer.  The  fight  continued  for  seventeen  weeks  in 
twenty-nine  corporations,  comprising  over  forty  mills,  and  we 
proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  employers  that  the  U.  T.  W.  of  A. 
is  a  militant  organization.  Business  Agent  Campos  worked  in 
complete  harmony  during  the  progress  of  the  fight. 

About  this  time  I  received  instructions  to  proceed  to  Charlotte, 
N.  C,  and  during  my  short  sojourn  there  was  agreeably  surprised 
to  find  the  trade  union  spirit  in  a  very  healthy  condition.  Our 
organizers  in  this  section  ought  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  mag- 
nificent organizations  not  only  in  North  Carolina  but  in  South 
Carolina  and  Virginia,  as  well  as  in  Tennessee  and  Georgia.  We 
addressed  several  meetings  in  diflferent  localities  and  were  always 
cordially  received.  The  workers  in  the  mills  of  the  South  appre- 
ciate the  eflforts  of  men  and  women  who  have  got  their  welfare 
at  heart  as  was  shown  me  upon  several  occasions.  I  am  firmly 
convinced  that  the  South  is  a  fertile  field  for  honest  trade  union- 
ism and  believe  we  should  do  everything  possible  to  increase  the 
number  of  organizers  in  that  section. 

Upon  my  return  from  the  South  again  went  into  Fall  River, 
where  Organizer  Eataugh  was  in  charge  during  my  absence.  We 
worked  together  to  the  end  that  on  Sunday,  May  30th,  and  Mon- 
day, Decoration  Day,  we  had  plans  of  settlement  from  the  manu- 
facturers to  submit  to  the  workers.  Work  was  resumed  in  many 
of  the  mills  June  1st,  but  some  of  the  mills  began  to  discriminate. 
These  mills  we  again  struck,  with  the  result  that  discrimination 
ceased. 

Along  with  President  Golden,  Secretary-Treasurer  Conboy, 
Organizers  Kelleher  and  Dean,  I  attended  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  Convention  in  Montreal,  and  had  the  honor  of  being 
placed  on  the  Union  Label  Committee.  The  second  week  of  the 
convention  was  started  when  Organizer  White  from  Cohoes  re- 


UNITED  TEXTILE  WORKERS  OF  AMERICA 


155 


ported  to  the  Emergency  Board  the  condition  of  the  strike  that 
was  then  in  progress  in  Cohoes.  The  Emergency  Hoard  instructed 
me,  along  with  Vice-President  McKosky  and  Organizer  White, 
to  proceed  to  Cohoes  and  address  a  mass  meeting  that  was  called 
for  Wednesday  evening,  ex-Board  Member  White  presiding. 
This  we  did,  Vice-Presilent  McKosky  returning  to  Montreal  the 
next  day.  This  fight  in  Cohoes  will  go  down  in  history  on  account 
of  its  being  the  first  ])lace  in  the  history  of  the  American  labor 
movement  where  a  so-called  union  voted  to  fight  with  the  em- 
ployer to  the  end  that  open-shop  conditions  might  prevail.  The 
men  and  women  of  Cohoes  for  twelve  weeks  fought  a  noble 
battle,  that  is,  men  and  women  who  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
picket  line  and  who  would  obey  the  advice  of  their  officials.  Not 
all  did  this,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  for  many  there  were  who  through 
blood  or  family  ties,  became  fit  subjects  for  the  traitorous  clique 
of  so-called  trade  unionists  who  were  in  the  employ  of  the  manu- 
facturers' association. 

I  trust  that  the  delegates  here  will  decide  upon  some  special 
time  during  this  convention  when  this  whole  subject  matter  will 
be  taken  up  on  the  floor  for  a  free  and  frank  discussion.  There 
is  no  more  glaring  case  to  my  knowledge  of  hypocrisy  than  the 
one  that  exists  in  the  union  of  workers  now  affiliated  with  the 
Manufacturers'  Association  of  Cohoes.  When  we  saw  the  way 
market  conditions  were  and  the  general  antagonism  of  the  busi- 
ness men  of  Cohoes,  when  we  saw  families  torn  apart,  when  we 
saw  hundreds  refusing  to  picket  or  do  work  of  any  kind,  we 
advised  that  the  strikers  return  to  work,  which  was  done. 

Let  me  summarize  that  in  looking  back  over  the  months  that 
have  elapsed  since  our  last  convention  I  believe  we  have  passed 
through  one  of  the  most  critical  periods  in  our  organization.  Your 
International  engaged  in  many  fights,  not  on  the  spur  of  the 
moment,  but  after  deep  consideration.  We  have  tried  to  do  our 
duty  along  the  lines  laid  down  by  the  constitution  and  by-laws. 
We  have  covered  many  sections  of  our  country  and  in  all  we 
have  found  the  heartiest  co-operation.  We  have  had  differences 
of  opinion,  but  differences  of  opinion  make  for  the  better.  We 
have  known  no  race,  creed  nor  color.  Our  whole  ambition  is  to 
attain  for  the  Textile  Workers  their  just  deserts.  Surely  no  one 
who  understands  our  industry  and  who  loves  justice  and  truth 
will  disagree  with  us  when  we  say  that  the  Textile  Workers  are 
yet  a  long  way  from  what  justly  belongs  to  them.  We  see  on  all 
sides  of  us  mills  and  factories  idle  or  working  short  time.  We 
hear  around  us  the  propaganda  that  wages  must  be  reduced.  We 
see  Chambers  of  Commerce  and  business  men's  organizations  ad- 
vocating the  open  shop  and  all  of  these  things  are  meant  for  the 
destruction  of  the  labor  movement  as  it  exists  under  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  extend  my  thanks  to  the  general  officers, 
the  Executive  Board  members,  the  Organizers,  the  local  union 
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officials  and  the  rank  and  file  for  their  cordial  support  and  cheer- 
ful support  and  good  aid  given  me  in  those  localities  to  which  I 
was  assigned.  It  is  my  hope  and  my  ambition,  whether  as  an  offi- 
cer or  as  a  private  in  the  ranks,  to  see  our  International  grow,  to 
see  our  local  unions  increase  their  membership  wherever  possible 
to  the  end  that  we  may  fully  realize  our  economic  strength,  and  in 
using  that  strength  we  will,  at  all  times,  be  governed  by  reason  and 
common  sense.  This  must  be  our  answer  to  the  open  shop  move- 
ment— a  100  per  cent  union  mill. 

Let  all  textile  workers  who  wish  to  see  their  home  and  family 
elevated  join  together  to  fight  and  decide  which  it  shall  be,  which 
will  be  victor  in  the  oncoming  fight  that  seems  inevitable — union- 
ism or  non-unionism,  which  shall  it  be  ?  It  is  for  you  to  say  and 
none  other.  Let  our  motto  be  the  motto  of  the  great  Patrick 
Henry,  when  he  said  ''Give  me  liberty  or  give  me  death,"  which 
motto  is  the  true  definition  of  Americanism. 

Fraternally  yours, 

Thomas  F.  McMahon. 

REPORT  OF  SECOND  VICE-PRESIDENT  FRANK 
McKOSKY. 

To  the  Delegates  and  Officers  to  the  Twentieth  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  Greetings; 

Immediately  on  my  return  to  Philadelphia,  in  compliance  with 
instructions  of  Executive  Council,  I  made  an  investigation  of  the 
situation  existing  in  the  Art  Square  industry  there.  I  found  that 
the  members  of  the  Art  Square  Weavers'  Union,  Local  949,  had, 
without  any  notification  to  the  International  Union,  put  in  a 
demand  for  a  25  per  cent  increase  in  wages  and  struck,  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  they  had  an  agreement  with  the  Art  Square  Manu- 
facturers' Association  covering  prices  to  be  paid  from  May  1, 
1919,  to  May  1,  1920,  and  employers  granted  a  voluntary  increase 
in  addition  to  this  of  15  and  20  per  cent  until  existing  agreement 
had  expired.  We  were  a  party  to  the  agreement  and  they,  know- 
ing our  laws,  did  this  under  cover  purposely.  A  few  days  after 
my  return  the  employers  inquired  of  me  where  we  stood  on  the 
matter.  1  told  them  we  had  no  part  in  the  calling  of  the  strike 
and  if  they  had  any  complaint  as  to  the  action  of  the  local  they 
could  lay  same  before  our  Executive  Council,  which  they  did. 
The  Executive  Council  decided  that  the  workers  had  violated 
every  law  of  the  constitution  pertaining  to  increases  and  strikes, 
and  I  was  instructed  to  order  them  to  comply  with  our  laws  or 
revoke  their  charter.  I  took  the  matter  up  with  their  officers, 
and,  due  to  having  to  leave  for  Cumberland  and  Lonaconing,  Md., 
to  attend  to  a  serious  situation  there,  I  left  the  matter  in  the 
hands  of  Executive  Board  Member  George  Creech,  who  attended 
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their  meeting  and  started  the  position  of  the  International,  but 
they  refused  to  comply  with  instructions.  On  my  return  Jjrother 
Creech  and  I  attended  their  meeting  and  made  another  ef¥ort 
to  have  them  comply,  stating  that  their  charter  would  be  revoked 
otherwise.  A  secret  ballot  on  the  question  was  called  for,  but 
the  ones  that  pulled  the  strike  put  the  meeting  in  an  uproar  and 
would  not  permit  a  ballot  and  with  intimidation  secured  a  slight 
majority  vote  of  those  present  to  remain  out.  We  called  another 
meeting,  notifying  every  member  by  mail  to  be  present,  which 
was  also  attended  by  Vice-President  McMahon.  When  we  reached 
the  hall  there  were  16  policemen  there,  and  on  inquiry  as  to  why 
we  were  informed  that  the  Superintendent  of  Police  had  been 
notified  by  a  committee  of  the  so-called  radicals  that  McKosky 
was  going  to  make  an  anti-government  speech,  and  as  the  mem- 
bers came  told  them  I  had  the  police  there  for  protection  and  to 
intimidate  them.  When  a  ballot  was  about  to  be  taken  they 
started  a  general  commotion  by  their  leaders  who  were  purposely 
placed  throughout  the  hall  and  stampeded  the  meeting.  We  told 
them  we  were  going  to  take  the  vote  of  those  that  remained, 
which  we  did,  with  the  result  of  65  to  1.  We  restored  the  charter 
to  the  66,  settled  with  the  employers  and  our  people  returned 
to  work  under  all  sorts  of  threats  and  intimidation.  The  rump 
crowd  remained  out  many  weeks  after,  but  finally  returned  under 
the  same  conditions  as  we  had  secured  previously.  Since  then 
our  members^  at  the  expiration  of  agreement,  on  May  1st,  secured 
a  17^  per  cent  increase,  and  the  rump  crowd  struck  because  the 
manufacturers  gave  the  increase  to  our  committee  prior  to  theirs. 
Then  they  insisted  on  a  slight  additional  increase  for  the  purpose 
of  maintaining  their  position,  and,  after  being  out  many  weeks, 
submitted  the  matter  to  arbitration,  and,  only  last  Wednesday, 
arbitrators  decided  their  position  was  wrong  and  granted  no  fur- 
ther increase.  We  are  maintaining  our  local,  also  one  in  Glou- 
cester and  Bristol,  two  adjoining  towns,  and  feel  that  shortly 
all  their  members  but  a  few  will  return  as  they  are  realizing  that 
they  have  been  duped  by  their  so-called  progressive  radical  lead- 
ers, who  are  nothing  but  destructionals. 

While  in  Lonaconing  and  Cumberland,  Md.,  where  I  made 
many  visits,  I  was  successful  in  straightening  out  matters  there 
satisfactory  to  both  locals.  These  matters  involved  wages  and 
the  48  hours,  together  with  many  shop  conditions. 

The  question  of  an  increase  in  wages  for  the  members  of 
Woolen  and  Carpet  Yarn  Workers,  Local  825,  Philadelphia,  who 
had  asked  for  a  15  per  cent  increase,  w^as  referred  to  me  a-id 
adjusted  by  the  local  agreeing  to  a  10  per  cent  increase  dating 
from  October  27,  1919,  and  an  additional  increase  of  5  per  cent  to 
go  into  effect  January  1,  1920.  This  was  brought  about  largely 
through  the  efforts  of  President  Beardsley  of  Local  Union  825. 

I  was  then  instructed  to  take  up  the  situation  of  the  Yam  Work- 
ers of  Manayunk,  Local  2013,  whose  wages  generally  follow  the 
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same  course  of  those  of  Local  825,  Philadelphia,  but  some  of  the 
mills  refused  to  pay  back  money  and  after  many  attempts  to 
adjust  same  without  success  it  was  decided  by  Local  2013  that, 
due  to  the  small  amount  involved  and  the  fact  that  increases  had 
been  secured,  the  local  agreed  to  let  well  enough  alone  in  the  mills 
that  would  not  pay  back  money,  but  on  January  1st,  when  the 
additional  5  per  cent  was  to  go  into  effect,  all  the  mills  but  three 
paid  same.  These  were  Dobson,  Schofield  and  Adams  mills.  The 
matter  was  referred  to  me  and  I  took  it  up  with  the  local,  who 
asked  endorsement  to  strike  the  firms  involved  and  made  every 
effort  to  adjust  same  personally  and  through  the  State  and  Federal 
Departments  of  Labor,  but  firms  refused  flatly  to  do  so  and  finally 
a  strike  had  to  be  called  in  these  mills  or  adjust  the  others  who 
had  received  it.  This  strike  was  a  bitter  one,  lasting  about  three 
months,  when  the  firms  not  only  agreed  to  pay  the  increase,  but 
granted  an  additional  5  per  cent.  This,  I  suppose,  to  forestall  any 
further  immediate  demands. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  existing  agreements  in  the  hosiery 
trade  affecting  both  the  Full  Fashioned  Hosiery  Knitters'  Local 
706  and  Hosiery  Workers'  Local  696,  increases  having  been  asked 
for  by  both  locals,  I  was  detailed  to  work  on  the  question,  and, 
after  a  number  of  conferences  with  the  Full  Fashioned  Hosiery 
Manufacturers'  Associations,  we  were  successful  in  obtaining 
increases  very  satisfactory  to  both  locals,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Henry  Brown  Hosiery  Company,  who  refused  to  pay  the 
price  asked  on  metal  forms  by  the  boarders.  This  finn  adopted 
many  unfair  tactics  and  I  had  any  numbr  of  conferences  with  them 
without  much  success.  I  then  took  matters  up  with  the  Manu- 
facturers' Association  and  on  another  number  of  complications 
entered  into  the  question  besides  the  price,  I  suggested  arbitration 
to  the  local  and  association,  both  agreeing,  and  after  many  delays 
arbitration  finally  granted  increases,  which  dated  back  to  expira- 
tion of  old  agreement  on  January  1st.  Both  of  these  locals  have 
since  put  in  demands  at  expiration  of  agreement  on  June  30th, 
but  due  to  very  poor  conditions  of  the  trade  have  extended  them 
until  December  31st. 

I  made  many  trips  to  Martinsburg,  W.  Va.,  where  we  had  a 
very  good  local  which  had  gradually  been  weakened  by  actions 
of  detectives  or  rather  spies  who  have  been  constantly  at  work 
and  whose  every  action  I  have  lately  been  made  positively  ac- 
quainted with,  and  in  passing  might  add  that  56  of  them  were 
working  at  one  time  to  plant  dissension  and  suspicion.  Naturally 
this  will  have  its  effect  on  new  people.  I  took  up  questions  of 
agreements  with  the  two  woolen  companies  there,  but  could  get 
no  definite  results,  and  it  was  impossible  to  force  any  issues,  due 
to  the  condition  of  the  woolen  industry,  which  was  getting  worse 
each  day.  However,  with  the  facts  we  now  have  1  believe  we  can 
build  up  a  good  situation  there  when  the  opportune  time  comes. 

On  receipt  of  a  telegram  from  President  Golden,  1  appeared 
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before  the  Executive  Council  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  on  the  case  of 
amalgamation  of  spinners,  lace  operatives  and  United  Textile 
Workers  of  America — both  of  the  other  organizations  being  rep- 
resented, but  no  new  understanding  could  be  reached,  and 
finally  the  action  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  convention  was  carried  out. 

About  this  time  the  loom  fixers  and  twisters  of  Allentown,  Fa., 
had  placed  a  request  for  an  increase  in  wages  before  their  em- 
ployers, but  were  unsuccessful  in  getting  any  results.  I  was 
sent  there  along  with  Vice-President  McMahon.  We  could  not 
meet  the  firms,  as  they  would  not  meet  outsiders,  neither  would 
they  meet  committees  from  the  local.  Every  efifort  was  made  to 
prevent  a  strike  by  us,  also  State  Mediators  Tracy  and  Fredericks, 
who  asked  that  we  postpone  action  to  give  them  an  opportunity  to 
adjust  matters,  which  failed,  and  a  strike  was  endorsed  which 
went  on  for  weeks  without  result,  in  the  midst  of  which,  through 
underhand  work,  the  local  joined  the  Amalgamated.  Then  we 
washed  our  hands  of  it  and  it  was  completely  a  fizzle. 

I  took  up  the  question  of  an  increase  in  wages  for  the  woolen 
workers  of  Norristown,  Pa.,  but  conditions  were  such  that  the 
local  decided  to  postpone  any  definite  action  until  things  improved. 

Also  straightened  out  a  strike  in  Norristown  Woolen  Company, 
where  workers  had  struck  for  equal  division  of  work  during  slack 
period. 

I  was  sent  into  Pottsville,  Pa.,  where  Organizer  Kelleher  had 
succeeded  in  getting  a  silk  workers'  local  from  the  Amagamated 
and  found  five  of  the  active  members  had  been  discriminated 
against.  I  succeeded  in  getting  conferences  with  the  firm  and 
succeeded  in  having  four  of  them  reinstated  and  then  after  taking 
care  of  the  fifth  up  with  the  general  manager  of  the  company  at 
Allentown,  the  fifth  was  put  back  to  work. 

I  also  was  sent  to  Columbia,  Pa.,  to  address  meeting  there,  to 
encourage  members  who  had  lost  heart,  due  to  some  union  diffi- 
culties which  I  succeeded  in  straightening  out  and  left  local  in 
better  spirits.  Left  there  for  Lonaconing  and  Cumberland,  Md., 
and  Martinsburg,  W.  Va. 

On  my  return  I  was  sent  to  Phillipsburg,  N.  J.,  to  take  up  the 
situation  of  the  silk  workers  there  who  had  presented  demands 
for  prices  paid  to  union  workers  in  Paterson.  This,  in  many 
instances,  meant  more  than  a  50  per  cent  increase.  After  address- 
ing meetings  and  holding  conferences  with  committees  of  the 
eight  shops  involved,  also  talking  to  the  representatives  of  the 
eight  firms,  without  receiving  any  satisfaction,  a  strike  was  called, 
every  worker  responding.  But,  due  to  the  slump  in  the  silk 
trade,  which  came  suddenly,  it  was  impossible  to  accomplish 
much,  but  some  adjustments  of  prices  were  made.  Vice-President 
McMahon  and  Organizer  Kelleher  were  in  the  situation  later 
and  no  doubt  will  touch  on  it  in  their  reports. 
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The  Axminster  Workers  in  one  of  the  shops  in  Philadelphia 
struck,  due  to  the  discharge  of  a  number  of  workers  for  joining 
the  local  union.  I  made  several  attempts  to  adjust  the  situation, 
also  interested  the  State  Department  of  Labor,  but  the  firm  was 
very  stubborn,  but  these  workers  stood  solidly  together.  The 
firm  succeeded  in  getting  a  few  in,  but  the  constant  and  effective 
picketing  of  the  strikers  finally  resulted  in  the  firm  completely 
changing  their  position  and  taking  all  workers  back,  with  the  result 
that  today  it  is  a  100  per  cent  shop  and  everything  going  fine,  a 
friendly  relation  existing  between  the  firm  and  the  organization. 

In  March  of  this  year  the  dyers'  and  mercerizers'  local  union 
placed  in  a  demand  for  an  increase  in  wages  of  20  cents  per  hour 
to  the  Master  Dyers'  Association,  asking  for  90  cents  per  hour,  to 
go  into  eflPect  on  April  1st,  when  their  existing  agreement  of  70 
cents  per  hour  expired.  The  Master  Dyers'  Association,  with 
whom  they  had  been  doing  business  for  years,  refused  to  meet  a 
committee  of  the  local,  as  they  had  always  done  previously,  but 
by  letter  refused  to  consider  any  further  increases  in  a  very  posi- 
tive manner.  The  International  was  requested  to  take  the  matter 
up  and  I  was  assigned  to  the  case  and  finally  succeeded  in  getting 
Secretary  Wall  of  the  Employers'  Association  to  agree  to  meet 
President  Golden,  President  McDonnell  of  the  local  and  myself. 
I  might  state  that  prior  to  this  a  group  of  the  employers  who  have 
manufacturing  establishments  with  their  own  dye  houses  con- 
nected, agreed  to  meet  the  local  committee  and  finally  agreed  to 
grant- 80  cents  per  hour.  The  was  accepted  by  the  local  union  as 
satisfactory,  thus  changing  their  demand  from  90  cents  to  80  cents 
to  the  rest  of  the  trade,  which  are  job  dye  houses,  and  who  refused 
to  grant  any  increase.  The  conference  I  mention  as  arranged 
between  President  Golden,  President  McConnell  and  myself  was 
held  after  every  effort  of  the  local  had  failed  and  one  week  after 
the  agreement  had  expired.  This  conference  resulted  with  no 
change  in  the  situation,  and  a  strike  was  finally  called  for  Thurs- 
day, April  8th,  and  is  still  on.  Prior  to  the  strike  taking  effect 
14  dye  houses  conceded  the  80  cents,  the  rest  struck  and  at  present 
there  are  38  dye  houses  paying  the  rate  and  19  on  strike.  No 
doubt  the  entire  situation  will  be  reported  on  in  full  during  the 
convention,  so  I  will  leave  the  details  until  then. 

I  might  state  that  the  piece  dyers  of  the  Joseph  R.  Foster  shop, 
who  are  members  of  another  local,  walked  out  because  their  firm 
employed  scab  skein  dyers  and  when  they  entered  a  protest  the 
firm  told  them  it  was  going  to  continue  and  if  they  went  out  the 
same  would  be  done  in  their  department.  The  workers  are  also 
out  yet  and  their  situation  will  no  doubt  be  taken  up  later. 

The  Axminster  workers  employed  at  the  Bush  &  Diamond 
shop  struck,  due  to  the  fact  that  one  woman  refused  to  join  their 
union,  everyone  else  being  a  member.  I  was  notified  of  the  same. 
Brother  McDonnell  and  I  made  a  number  of  efforts  to  adjust  the 
matter,  along  with  Mediator  Young  of  the  State  Department  of 
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Labor,  but  nothing  could  be  clone  as  the  firm  was  bitter.  The 
strike  lasted  six  weeks  and  was  finally  settled,  all  workers  return- 
ing with  the  understanding  that  the  woman  involved  would  join 
or  not  go  back.  A  day  after  she  returned,  resulting  in  another 
strike  a  day  and  a  half  after  their  previous  settlement.  This 
strike  lasted  12  weeks  before  we  could  arrive  at  a  settlement. 

I  took  up  a  number  of  grievances  of  the  Axminstcr  workers 
at  the  Bromley  shop,  but  the  firm  refused  to  meet  me.  A  strike 
was  called  there  two  weeks  ago  which  is  still  on  and  will  be 
touched  upon  with  dyers'  situation,  as  it  is  connected  with  it. 

The  Emergency  Committee  instructed  me  to  proceed  to  Cohoes, 
where  I  worked  for  about  three  weeks  with  President  Golden 
and  Vice-President  McMahon  on  the  situation  there. 

On  my  return  I  took  up  a  grievance  of  the  Woolen  and  Carpet 
Yarn  Workers,  Local  825,  at  the  James  Lee  shop  in  Philadelphia, 
where  a  woman  had  been  discharged  as  they  claimed  unjustly. 
On  investigation  I  found  the  majority  of  the  workers  in  the  shop 
felt  the  woman  had  no  case,  in  fact  were  opposed  to  her,  so  I 
reported  to  the  local,  but  they  insisted  on  her  reinstatement  and 
had  expelled  the  foreman  from  the  local  for  refusing  to  reinstate 
her.  The  matter  was  arbitrated — woman  found  wrong  and  fore- 
man reinstated. 

Hosiery  Workers'  Local  696  of  Philadelphia  asked  for  indorse- 
ment of  a  strike  at  the  Resolute  Hosiery  Company,  where  the 
firm  had  reduced  help  in  all  departments  unorganized  from  20 
per  cent  to  25  per  cent,  and  insisted  on  their  members  accepting 
same.  I  took  matter  up  with  the  firm,  along  with  Business 
Agent  Farris.  The  firm  agreed  to  continue  at  old  rate  in  their 
department,  but  asked  present  prices  be  agreed  to  until  March  1st. 
The  local  agreed  to  extend  them  to  December  31st,  but  firm  will 
not  accept.  I  feel  confident  the  matter  will  be  straightened  out 
on  my  return. 

This  has  been  a  very  strenuous  year,  especially  the  last  half, 
due  to  conditions  of  trade.  Of  course,  we  are  confronted  in 
Philadelphia  with  the  ''open  shop"  agitation,  but  as  yet  it  has  not 
aflFected  our  locals  seriously. 

Frank  McKosky,  Vice-President. 
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REPORT  OF  ORGANIZER  JOHN  THOMAS. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  Twentieth  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  Greetings; 

As  your  organizer  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my 
activities  for  the  past  year. 

On  the  adjournment  of  your  Nineteenth  Convention  I  was 
instructed  to  return  to  Canada  and  take  up  the  work  of  organ- 
izing the  English-speaking  textile  workers  of  that  country;  also 
to  co-operate  with  Organizer  Riviere,  who  was  to  work  among 
the  French-speaking  workers. 

I  arrived  in  Cornwall  on  October  29th  and  worked  there  build- 
ing up  that  local  until  November  6th,  when  I  was  called  to  To- 
ronto by  Local  1063.  The  Simpson  firm  had  gotten  into  trouble 
with  the  government  through  working  their  women  workers  on 
the  night  shift,  and  they  thought  to  avoid  paying  a  fine  by  having 
the  few  members  that  remained  in  Local  1063  go  on  record  as 
favoring  the  night  work.  This  the  local  refused  to  do.  I  remained 
there  for  some  time  trying  to  build  up  the  local,  but  found  it 
useless  to  waste  any  time  with  them,  for  they  were  so  badly  torn 
up  by  a  man  named  McKinzie,  who  was  their  business  agent, 
but  had  got  a  job  as  organizer  for  the  O.  B.  U.,  which  I  believe 
he  was  all  the  time  they  had  him  employed. 

I  left  Toronto  for  Almonte,  where  the  O.  B.  U.  was  trying  to 
get  Local  2000  to  withdraw  from  the  International.  I  arrived 
there  in  time  to  attend  a  special  meeting  which  had  been  called 
for  that  purpose.  I  found  the  members  very  much  dissatisfied 
over  the  $1  assessment,  also  claiming  that  they  had  not  been 
given  the  proper  attention  by  the  International,  but,  in  my  opinion, 
it  was  the  O.  B.  U.  However,  they  gave  me  the  floor.  I  ex- 
plained the  assessment,  also  the  O.  B.  U.,  after  which  they  made  a 
motion  to  pay  the  assessment,  and  to  remain  loyal  to  the  Inter- 
national. 

I  went  from  Almonte  to  Carlton  Place,  where  the  O.  B.  U. 
was  holding  meetings.  I  arrived  there  on  the  night  of  Local  1223*s 
regular  meeting,  but  was  refused  the  floor ;  nor  would  they  allow 
me  in  their  hall.  This  was  caused  by  the  O.  B.  U.  Organizer 
Bennet,  from  Scranton,  Pa.,  who  claimed  that  he  had  belonged  to 
the  v.  T.  W.  of  A.  there.  The  attack  that  he  made  on  the 
U.  T.  W.,  also  its  officers,  was  very  bitter,  the  workers  falling 
for  it,  every  statement  being  false,  and  could  have  been  proven 
such  had  they  given  me  the  floor.  A  few  weeks  later  the  O.  B.  U. 
indorsed  their  demands  for  a  15  per  cent  increase,  which  was 
refused  by  the  firm.  They  struck  and  were  on  the  street  two 
weeks  when  the  firm  gave  them  10  per  cent.  They  returned 
to  work.  When  they  received  their  first  pay  the  firm  gave  them 
the  10  per  cent,  but  took  ofi^  a  20  per  cent  bonus.  Then  the 
O.  B.  li.  pulled  one  of  its  famous  strike  on  the  job-strikes.  Then 
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the  firm  discharged  a  number  of  them  and  forced  the  rest  to 
join  a  bosses'  union ;  some  walked  out,  but  they  had  no  funds, 
as  they  had  given  theirs  to  the  O.  B.  U.  and  when  they  needed 
some  there  was  none  coming.  They  then  appealed  to  Tom  Moor, 
President  D.  T.  C,  but  were  refused ;  some  went  back  much 
wiser  but  without  any  union. 

I  remained  in  the  Ottawa  Valley  until  December  8th,  when  I 
left  for  London  to  install  a  local  there,  remaining  in  that  district 
until  February  3,  when  I  was  called  to  Almonte  to  attend  a  meet- 
ing of  Local  2000  being  held  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  a  wage 
increase  to  be  presented  to  their  firms.  Their  demands  being 
reasonable,  1  advised  them  to  forward  copies  to  the  International 
for  indorsement,  which  they  did.  Receiving  indorsement,  they 
presented  them  to  their  firms,  setting  the  first  of  March  as  the 
time  for  them  to  go  into  effect. 

I  then  left  for  Cornwall,  where  I  had  arranged  a  meeting  of 
the  French  workers,  also  to  have  Organizer  Riviere  there  to 
address  them  in  French.  This  was  a  very  good  meeting,  and 
we  had  very  good  results  amongst  the  French  workers. 

I  then  left  for  Renfrew,  where  the  members  of  Local  1237 
wished  to  present  the  same  demands  as  the  Almonte  local.  This 
I  advised  them  not  to  do  until  they  could  build  up  their  local. 

Leaving  Renfrew  I  went  to  Western  Ontario  to  attend  meetings 
arranged  to  be  held  in  Gait,  Hespler  and  Preston,  but  was  unsuc- 
cessful in  getting  a  local  in  these  towns,  as  the  firms,  on  hearing 
that  a  meeting  was  to  be  held,  would  give  them  a  small  increase, 
this  keeping  the  workers  from  attending  the  meetings.  The  work- 
ers have  since  found  out  their  mistake,  as  the  firms  have  put 
them  back  on  the  ten-hour  day. 

On  February  23d  I  was  called  into  Cornwall  to  straighten  out 
a  misunderstanding  between  Secretary  Elder  of  Local  1382  and 
the  International.  After  getting  things  cleared  up  in  Cornwall  I 
left  for  Almonte.  On  my  arrival  there  I  received  instructions  to 
appear  before  the  Executive  Board  at  headquarters  in  New  York 
to  go  over  the  Canadian  situation  with  them,  after  which  I  re- 
turned to  Renfrew,  where  meetings  had  been  arranged  for  March 
1  and  3  for  to  try  and  build  up  that  local,  both  meetings  being 
successful. 

I  then  left  for  Almonte  to  attend  meeting  there.  On  March 
13th  I  received  wire  from  Mrs.  Gushiere,  Secretary  of  Local 
1063,  Toronto,  informing  me  that  the  Toronto  carpet  workers 
wished  to  organize,  but  when  they  started  to  organize  the  manager 
told  them  that  if  they  joined  any  outside  organization  he  would 
shut  the  plant  down,  but  that  they  could  form  a  shop  union,  which 
they  did. 

I  left  for  Stratford,  where  I  held  a  meeting  and  formed  a  local 
there.    On  March  19th  I  went  to  St.  Catharines,  where  I  put  in 
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a  charter  for  the  silk  weavers  and  workers.  On  March  24th  the 
Hespler  mill  went  on  strike.  They  wired  for  me  to  come  in  there 
and  organize  them.  I  arrived  in  Hespler  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
26th,  but  the  firm  received  the  word  that  I  was  coming  in  there. 
They  sent  for  the  committee  in  the  morning  and  gave  them  their 
demands  and  started  them  to  work  at  noon  hour,  with  the  result 
that  no  one  showed  up  at  the  meeting. 

On  April  5th  I  attended  a  meeting  of  Local  1237.  From  there  I 
went  to  Almonte,  attended  a  mass  meeting  of  Local  2000  to  hear 
the  report  of  committees  that  had  waited  on  the  firms  in  regards 
to  demands  made  by  the  local.  The  firms  not  giving  any  fair 
reply,  it  was  decided  to  get  in  touch  with  the  International,  ask- 
ing for  indorsement  of  a  strike. 

I  then  left  for  Ottawa  to  try  and  have  the  Labor  Department 
take  up  the  situation  in  Almonte.  I  left  Ottawa  with  P.  Green 
and  Jack  Haden  for  Pembroke,  where  the  O.  B.  U.  had  an  organi- 
zation campaign  on.  We  attended  their  meeting,  giving  them  a 
fight  on  their  own  floor,  with  the  result  that  Joe  Knight  and 
McKinzie  have  not  been  back  there  since  and  we  formed  a  Federal 
local. 

On  April  9th  I  returned  to  Almonte,  where  I  was  successful 
in  getting  a  conference  with  the  firm  of  the  Campbell  Woolen 
Company  with  the  results  that  the  firm  granted  recognition  of  the 
union,  with  right  to  make  100  per  cent  union  shop,  time  and  one- 
half  for  all  overtime,  an  increase  in  wages  from  15  to  23  per  cent, 
increase  in  wages  to  be  paid  on  all  wages  earned  from  March  1st. 

April  12th  the  Rosemound  Woolen  Company  granted  a  confer- 
ence. After  being  in  session  three  hours  the  firm  agreed  to  grant 
recognition  of  the  union,  the  right  to  collect  dues  in  the  shop,  time 
and  a  half  for  all  overtime,  increases  in  wages  ranging  from  12 
to  15  per  cent,  this  to  be  paid  on  all  wages  earned  from  March  • 
1st,  also  a  5  per  cent  increase  on  all  wages  earned  for  the  six 
months  prior  to  the  first  of  aMrch. 

I  then  had  a  conference  with  the  Almonte  Knit  Company.  This 
company  agreed  to  give  the  same  as  the  Rosemound  Woolen  Com- 
pany. All  three  firms  agreeing  to  a  conference  every  six  months, 
the  next  to  be  held  in  October. 

April  15th  I  had  a  conference  with  the  manager  of  the  Penmen 
Knit  Company  of  Almonte.  He  agreed  to  give  a  wage  increase 
of  8  to  10  per  cent,  but  refused  all  the  other  demands  of  the 
local,  also  refusing  to  do  any  more  business  with  anyone  represent- 
ing the  union.  In  this  case  the  local  asked  for  indorsement  for  a 
strike.  This  was  granted,  but  in  the  meantime  a  member  of  the 
Fair  Wage  Commission  investigated  their  wages  and  pulled  one 
over  on  them  by  saying  that  they  were  receiving  better  wages  than 
other  workers  of  their  kind.  On  account  of  this  it  was  thought 
by  some  of  the  workers  in  that  plant  that  it  would  be  better  to 
hold  off  the  strike.  -  After  getting  things  cleaned  up  in  Almonte 
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I  left  for  Stratford,  where  1  remained  until  the  28th,  when  I 
received  a  telegram  from  Organizer  Riviere  asking  me  to  come 
into  Montreal  to  attend  a  meeting  arranged  for  the  English 
workers. 

I  left  Montreal  for  London,  where  Local  1411  had  put  in  a 
demand  for  an  increase  in  the  dye  houses,  wages  and  shorter 
hours,  which  they  received.  I  continued  my  work  in  the  Hamilton 
and  Stratford  district,  putting  in  a  charter  for  the  mule  spinners 
and  workers  in  Hamilton,  leaving  Hamilton  on  June  7th  for  Ren- 
frew to  attend  a  meeting  at  which  they  were  going  to  take  a  strike 
vote,  as  the  firms  of  that  town  had  ignored  their  demands,  also 
refusing  to  meet  their  committees.  The  vote  was  taken  and 
indorsement  asked  for  and  granted  by  the  International.  We 
then  gave  the  firms  until  June  21st  to  reconsider  their  action.  On 
June  19th  the  firms  met  their  committees  and  granted  their  de- 
mands for  a  50-hour  work  week  with  a  60-hour  pay  for  day 
workers  and  a  15  per  cent  increase  for  piece  workers,  time  and  a 
half  for  all  overtime,  and  the  right  to  collective  bargaining. 

On  June  21st  the  spinners  at  the  Rosemound  Wool  Company 
of  Almonte  walked  out.  I  attended  their  meeting,  but  refused 
to  do  anything  for  them  until  they  returned  to  work.  This  they 
did ;  I  then  went  to  see  Archie  Rosemound  with  the  committee. 
Mr.  Rosemound  agreed  to  settle  everything  with  the  committee. 
I  returned  to  Hamilton,  where  the  Amalgamated  had  a  man  for- 
merly of  the  O.  B.  U.  working  on  the  textile  workers  and  had 
two  spinners  from  the  Eastern  States  helping  him,  so  I  remained 
on  the  job  there,  on  account  of  that  being  a  young  local.  They 
are  now  holding  O.  B.  U.  meetings  in  the  square  and  are  getting 
results,  but  so  far  none  of  the  textile  workers  have  joined  them. 

On  August  30th  I  was  called  into  Stratford  by  Local  1336  to 
take  up  a  case  of  discrimination  at  the  Ben  Throw  Knit  Company, 
the  firm  having  discharged  one  of  the  officers.  This  was  cleared 
up.  At  their  meeting  of  the  13th  the  local  decided  to  present  their 
demands  for  an  increase  in  wages  as  indorsed  by  the  Interna- 
tional. This  they  did  and  gave  the  firm  until  the  27th  to  reply. 
At  their  meeting  of  the  27th  no  reply  had  been  received.  The 
local  decided  to  ask  the  International  for  strike  indorsement.  I 
advised  the  committees  to  go  see  their  firms.  On  the  30th  this 
they  did.  The  manager  of  the  Avon  Hosiery  Company  met  the 
committee,  but  refused  to  talk  wage  increases,  but  tried  to  have 
the  influence  on  the  other  workers  to  drop  out  of  the  Interna- 
tional and  form  a  shop  union.  This  they  refused  to  do.  On  the 
31st  he  (the  manager)  took  a  vote  of  the  shop,  but  again  failed 
to  get  them  to  drop  their  organization.  At  4  o'clock  he  shut  of? 
the  power  and  called  all  hands  to  the  finishing  room,  giving  them 
one  minute  to  give  up  the  International  or  get  out  of  the  shop,  and 
thirty-one  of  the  knitters  and  pressing  room  help  walked  out. 
These  workers  are  still  out  and  adding  to  their  numbers  from 
the  workers  who  remained  in.    While  there  are  onlv  a  handful 
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out,  they  are  putting  up  a  game  fight  and  if  they  can  win  this  fight 
it  will  no  doubt  mean  a  great  deal  to  the  International  in  that 
section,  as  the  manufacturers  from  the  towns  around  Stratford 
are  helping  in  the  fight  by  not  hiring  any  of  the  strikers.  Much 
credit  goes  to  the  other  local  and  the  T.  C.  of  Stratford  for 
the  support  which  they  are  giving  the  strikers.  The  machinists 
are  giving  $650  a  month.  The  other  locals  have  assessed  their 
members  25  cents  a  week.  I  have  been  putting  in  one  or  two  days 
with  the  strikers.  On  September  14th  I  was  instructed  by  Presi- 
dent Golden  to  attend  the  Dominion  Trades  Congress  Convention 
at  Windsor,  Ontario,  on  September  18th.  I  left  for  Stratford 
where  a  conference  had  been  arranged  with  Mayor  Stevenson, 
Duncan  Ferguson,  president  of  the  Avon  Hosiery  Company  and 
a  committee  from  the  T.  C.  and  myself.  The  firm  took  the  same 
stand  as  at  the  previous  conference,  that  was  ''that  the  girls  must 
come  back  individually  and  ask  for  their  job." 

On  September  23d  I  was  again  called  into  Stratford,  where 
fifteen  of  the  pickets  had  been  arrested.  The  case  was  postponed 
until  September  28th.  Not  being  able  to  get  counsel  in  Stratford, 
and  having  very  little  money  on  hand,  I  held  a  meeting  for  all 
trade  unionists  at  the  Majestic  Theatre  on  Sunday,  September 
26th.  At  this  meeting  we  raised  enough  funds  to  pay  for  the  hall 
and  engage  Attorney  O.  Donh  of  Toronto  to  come  to  Stratford 
to  take  care  of  the  union's  interest.  When  the  case  came  up 
Tuesday  it  was  again  postponed.  I  then  left  for  Hamilton,  where 
the  O.  B.  U.  were  again  getting  busy,  and  remained  there  until 
October  2d,  when  I  left  for  the  convention. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  Thomas,  Organizer. 


REPORT  OF  ORGANIZER  HORACE  A.  RIVIERE. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twentieth  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  Greetings-, 

Again  I  have  the  pleasure  to  present  to  you  my  yearly  report 
as  one  of  your  organizers.  Upon  leaving  the  nineteenth  convention 
of  your  organization  I  proceeded  to  Milltown,  N.  B.,  Canada, 
where  I  organized  Local  1394  and  made  it  a  good,  strong,  healthy 
union.  From  there  I  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Rhode  Island, 
where  I  received  great  assistance  from  Executive  Board  Member 
Powers  and  Organizer  Eatough  in  organizing  a  local  union  of 
cotton  workers  in  Woonsocket,  also  in  organizing  a  local  union 
in  Manville.  In  both  places  the  assistance  rendered  by  the  loom 
fixers'  union  was  something  remarkable.  While  in  the  district 
I  assisted  the  woolen  workers  of  Woonsocket  to  organize  and 
attended  meetings  of  many  otlier  local  unions  in  that  district. 
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I'Vom  there  I  was  ordered  back  to  Maine,  where  T  attended 
meetings  in  Biddeford  and  Newport,  also  attended  a  meeting  in 
North  Vassalboro  and  settled  many  grievances.  Attended  meet- 
ings in  Pittsfield  and  took  up  several  grievances  there  and  organ- 
ized a  local  in  Dexter,  together  with  another  local  in  Dover. 
From  here  T  was  ordered  to  proceed  into  the  Province  of  Quebec, 
Canada,  where  I  find  Local  [Jnion  2003  comi)letely  disorganized. 
I  was  successful  in  reorganizing  them  and  they  are  now  a  good, 
healthy  local.  1  assisted  them  in  many  grievances  while  there. 
I  also  reorganized  Local  Union  1112,  who  had  been  out  of  exist- 
ence for  a  couple  of  years  and  today  it  has  98  per  cent  member- 
ship and  is  the  makings  of  a  fine  organization. 

I  attended  many  meetings  of  our  vSt.  Hyacinthe  local  union 
and  was  forced  to  spend  some  time  in  Montreal  to  fight  charges 
which  were  preferred  against  me  by  the  Dominion  Textile  Com- 
pany, which  I  was  after  exonerated  from  and  then  came  back 
to  the  United  States.  On  my  return  I  attended  several  meetings 
of  our  locals  at  Hooksett,  Manchester,  Somersworth  and  Lowell, 
Mass. 

I  also  attended  to  the  situation  in  Dexter,  Me.,  and  also  visited 
North  Vassalboro,  Oakland,  Newport,  Me.,  and  at  the  same 
time  going  back  and  forth  attended  to  the  Dexter  strike  situation ; 
also  spent  some  time  in  Lewiston,  Me.,  trying  to  start  an  organi- 
zation there. 

I  then  received  orders  to  return  to  the  Canadian  field,  where  I 
straightened  out  many  grievances  for  Local  Union  2003  and  also 
assisted  Local  1112  in  many  ways  and  attended  many  meetings 
of  our  Montreal  and  St.  Hyacinthe  locals.  I  w^ent  to  Shawinigan 
Falls  and  organized  a  local  union  of  cotton  w^orkers  there.  I  went 
to  Cornwall  to  attend  a  meeting  there  and  was  accompanied  by 
Organizer  Thomas,  and  I  v^ant  to  say  right  here  that  Organizer 
Thomas  has  helped  me  in  no  small  measure  in  many  cases  while 
I  w^as  in  the  situation  in  Canada,  and  I  would  like  to  extend  my 
appreciation  for  his  always  ready  aid. 

I  also  spent  some  time  in  Sherbrooke  trying  to  organize  the 
textile  workers  and  assisted  Local  2003  in  making  funds  for  the 
million  dollar  defense  fund.  I  was  then  ordered  to  Milltown, 
N.  B.,  where  I  delivered  a  Labor  Day  address ;  also  attended 
meeting  of  their  local  union  and  organized  a  local  union  of  cotton 
workers  in  Marysville,  and  from  there  I  w^ent  to  St.  Johns,  N.  B., 
and  organized  a  local  union.  From  there  I  went  to  Montreal, 
where  a  strike  w^as  in  existence  on  a  question  of  discrimination 
and  was  successful  in  settling  the  strike  by  having  the  discrimin- 
ated person  put  back  to  work. 

From  there  I  went  to  Shawinigan  Falls  and  built  up  the  local 
union ;  also  took  up  a  grievance  for  them. 

In  conclusion  I  want  to  say  that  I  have  done  numerous  other 
things  in  the  way  of  assisting  the  organization  and  have  endeav- 
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ored  to  give  the  International  Union  the  very  best  that  was  in  me. 
I  also  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  our  General 
Officers  for  the  generous  assistance  granted  me  and  also  wish  to 
thank  the  officers  and  members  of  the  various  local  unions  in 
cities  that  I  have  visited  for  their  hearty  co-operation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Horace  A.  Riviere,  Organizer. 

REPORT  OF  GENERAL  ORGANIZER  JOSEPH  R.  WHITE. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twentieth  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  Greetings: 

The  trust  you  imposed  upon  me  as  Organizer  now  requires  an 
accounting  and  to  this  end  I  wish  to  make  my  report  of  work 
done  and  things  accomplished.  When  our  convention  ended  in 
Baltimore  last  year  I  was  instructed  to  proceed  to  Bennington, 
Vt.,  where  our  people  were  out  fighting  for  the  48-hour  week. 
While  engaged  in  my  work  in  Bennington  I  was  instructed  to 
take  charge  of  the  Kayser  strike  at  Amsterdam  and  Sidney,  N.  Y. 
This  strike  lasted  ten  months  and  ended  in  a  victory  for  our 
people,  who  put  up  a  gallant  fight.  Much  credit  is  due  President 
Golden,  Secretary  Conboy  and  Vice-President  McMahon  for  the 
good  advice  rendered  and  their  many  visits  to  Amsterdam  and 
Sidney. 

At  that  time  we  had  considerable  discrimination  in  the  Har- 
mony Mills  at  Cohoes,  where  the  State  Mediators  were  finally 
called  owing  to  our  people  obeying  the  order  to  strike  against 
discrimination  tactics  of  the  mill  management.  The  complete 
victory  gained  was  the  result  of  the  workers  standing  solidly 
together  for  weeks,  along  with  the  efforts  of  the  mediators  and 
the  assistance  rendered  bv  Secretary  Conboy  and  Vice-President 
McMahon. 

During  this  time  our  new  union  at  Amsterdam  at  the  Morris 
Mill  struck,  and  with  the  assistance  of  Brother  Doty  we  cleaned 
up.  Trouble  then  started  all  over  my  district  and  to  give  a  de- 
tailed account  would  take  up  too  much  of  your  time.  Suffice  it 
to  say  I  paid  several  visits  to  our  local  unions  and  succeeded  in 
having  honorable  adjustments  in  most  cases.  I  cannot,  at  this 
time,  overlook  the  fact  that  in  Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  where  we  had 
a  good  local  union,  the  report  of  the  delegates  from  that  local 
to  the  Baltimore  convention  nearly  destroyed  it.  These  delegates 
made  a  lying  report,  but  with  the  aid  of  some  few  members  I 
succeeded  in  reorganizing  this  local. 

In  Hudson  and  Catskill  locals  where  strikes  were  also  in  exist- 
ence for  better  price  lists,  I  might  say  that  in  the  hosiery  and 
knit  goods  plants  of  these  places  hours  of  work  ranging  from  sixty 
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to  sixty-six  hours  per  week  were  in  existence,  with  wages  incred- 
ibly low.  We  succeeded  in  securing  a  fair  increase  in  wages  and 
a  reduction  of  ten  hours,  but  the  fight  for  the  forty-eight  hour 
week  must  be  again  started  when  the  state  of  trade  warrants  and 
not  before. 

Throughout  the  district  comprising  parts  of  New  York,  Massa- 
chusetts and  Vermont  there  are  many  places  yet  unorganized, 
not  because  of  effort  not  being  made,  but  by  the  complete  control 
that  the  manufacturers  have  over  the  workers.  This,  together 
with  bonuses,  sick  benefits,  insurance  and  a  lot  of  other  hypo- 
critical devices,  the  workers  are  compelled  to  submit  in  silence. 
The  spy  system  of  the  employers  has  entered  into  the  very  house- 
hold of  employees ;  men  and  women  are  in  many  cases  warned 
of  their  remarks  at  the  loom  or  spindles,  and  this  system  has  so 
entwined  itself  among  textile  workers  in  some  places  that  the  man 
or  woman  who  rises  to  express  an  opinion  is  oftentimes  finding 
tehmselves  discharged  and  the  cause  never  given.  In  other  places, 
in  spite  of  this  un-American  and  undemocratic  system,  our  work- 
ers are  responding  nobly.  Our  organizations  have  shown  them 
the  way  to  overcome  it  and  I  look  to  the  future  to  see  a  better 
general  awakening,  particularly  since  the  great  victory  of  the 
forty-eight  hour  week  was  put  in  effect  by  the  United  Textile 
Workers  of  America,  in  February,  1919. 

During  the  winter  and  spring  of  1919  and  1920  w-e  worked  to 
organize  the  unorganized  and  gave  all  the  time  we  could  to  these 
places  where  inclination  was  uppermost  and  done  fairly  well 
under  the  circumstances.  Every  instruction  from  the  Interna- 
tional was  carried  out.  as  well  as  my  ability  would  allow ;  every 
request  of  local  unions  was  attended  to  as  well  as  time  would 
allow,  yet  with  all  I  feel  that  in  some  cases  locals  feel  that  they 
did  not  get  enough  time ;  it  was  all  because  of  the  tremendous 
unrest  existing  in  every  part  of  the  industry;  this  unrest  was 
fostered  in  many  instances  by  unscrupulous  employers  who  took 
advantage  of  these  conditions  by  wholesale  discharge  of  work- 
ers who  were  in  any  w^ay  active  in  their  union.  These  same  manu- 
facturers freely  used  their  voice  and  pen  to  blacklist  men  and 
women  whom  they  could  not  owm  body  and  soul. 

This  is  the  Americanism  practiced  now^  as  against  that  preached 
during  the  war,  and  this  leads  me  to  the  eventful  day  in  I\Iay 
when  ourv^orkers  in  Cohoes  struck  against  the  actions  of  a  former 
member  of  the  Executive  Council  of  the  United  Textile  Workers 
of  America,  namely,  John  Flood.  This  man,  while  a  member  of 
one  of  our  local  unions  in  Cohoes,  started  a  secession  movement, 
not  because  his  local  union  w^as  in  sympathy,  but  for  a  mean, 
petty,  personal  vindictiveness.  This  man  w^as  aided  and  encour- 
aged by  a  bunch  of  seceding  jack  spinners,  whose  one  hope  was 
to  put  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  out  of  business 
in  Cohoes,  and  thev  to  again  resume  their  former  lordly  super- 
vision in  labor  affairs. 
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This  man  Flood,  along  with  some  winders  and  a  few  others, 
joined  hands  with  the  Amulet  Spinners  and  both  formed  an  unholy 
alliance  with  the  Manufacturers'  Knit  Goods  Association  for  the 
purpose  of  destroying  the  union  shop  that  existed  and  having  the 
"open  shop"  take  its  place.  This,  they  have  temporarily  succeeded 
in  doing.  The  President  of  the  Spinners'  Open  Shop  Union 
publicly  declared  his  admiration  for  the  manufacturers'  open  shop 
policy  and  worked  faithfully  day  and  night  to  have  our  people 
go  and  scab  for  the  accursed  policy.  He  was  ably  assisted  by  men 
of  the  name  of  Hamilton  Fenton  and  Prairie,  who  gloated  in  the 
fact  that  they  were  thirty-five  years  organized  and  never  favored 
a  union  shop — always  an  open  shop  for  them.  Their  pubHc 
utterances  were  always  that  a  union  of  the  other  workers  in  the 
mills  was  undesirable  and  unnecessary,  as  the  employers  were 
men  and  women  who  treated  their  help  well  and  yet  fought  them 
in  1919  for  five  months  against  the  American  eight-hour  day. 

This  Revenged  Spinners'  combine  will  live  to  regret  its  acts, 
as  it  is  well  known  in  Cohoes  that  they  were  but  the  paid  tools 
of  the  Manufacturers'  Association,  that  the  manufacturers  will, 
when  the  opportunity  arrives,  say  to  them,  as  they  have  said  to 
all  traitors,  "You  were  paid  for  what  you  done — we  owe  you 
nothing."  When  this  sentence  falls  then  will  the  men  and  women 
of  Cohoes,  who,  for  so  many  weeks  and  months,  fought  loyally, 
see  this  traitorous  combination  begging  them  to  come  to  their 
assistance. 

To  the  general  officers  and  the  officials  of  the  local  unions  I 
return  my  earnest  thanks  for  the  loyal  way  in  which  they  stood  by 
our  people  during  this  long  fight,  and  to  the  delegates  to  this 
convention  I  now  report  locals  formed  during  the  year  at  the 
following  places : 

Local  Union  1379,  Hudson,  N.  Y. 
Local  Union  112  (reorganized),  Jamestown,  N.  Y. 
Local  Union  1442,  Utica,  N.  Y.    This  local  was  part  of  Na- 
tional Loom  Fixers'  Association. 

Local  Union  446  (reorganized),  Cohoes,  N.  Y. 
Local  Union  1445,  Amsterdam,  N.  Y. 
Local  Union  1383,  Williamstown,  Mass. 

I  want  to  return  thanks  to  the  general  officers  and  members 
of  the  Executive  Council  for  the  great  aid  in  the  many  trying 
situations  that  confronted  me  in  my  year's  work. 

I  also  wish  to  thank  the  business  agents  and  all  the  officers 
and  members  of  the  various  local  unions  whom  I  have  come  in 
contact  with  during  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Joseph  R.  White,  General  Organizer. 
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REPORT  OF  ORGANIZER  HENRY  EATOUGH. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of 
America,  Greetings: 

T  wish  to  give  my  first  annual  report  and  the  account  of  my 
stewardship.  My  work  during  the  past  year  has  been  exceedingly 
interesting,  pleasant  for  myself,  and  I  hope  profitable  to  our 
International  Union,  as  well  as  to  the  other  crafts  with  whom  I 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  conferring.  The  year  has  been  one  of 
strife  and  trouble,  and  I  think  that  our  people  have  received  some 
material  benefits  in  wages,  hours  and  conditions. 

The  strike  at  the  Paragon  Mill  of  Olneyville  was  on  at  our 
last  convention,  and  as  I  had  charge  then  I  stayed  with  them 
until  the  finish.  Although  we  did  not  get  proper  support  from  the 
original  strikers,  the  other  people  connected  with  the  strike  were 
backed  up  very  strongly  by  the  rest  of  the  local  union,  and  it  was 
voted  off  after  fifteen  weeks  with  a  partial  victory. 

Took  up  a  number  of  grievances  in  Pawtucket,  Providence 
and  Woonsocket,  and  then  went  to  Westerly  and  organized  a 
Loomfixers'  Union.  The  Reedmakers  of  Pawtucket,  Providence, 
Fall  River  and  New  Bedford  then  decided  on  a  minimum  wage 
of  $30  per  week.  We  got  it  in  every  shop  but  one  and  there  three 
men  were  refused.  They  came  out  on  strike  and  after  a  few 
days  it  was  settled  satisfactory. 

I  was  ordered  to  Worcester  and  Indian  Orchard  to  take  up 
the  grievances  there.  The  dyers  of  Worcester  settled  up  for  70 
cents  per  hour  and  in  Indian  Orchard  I  advised  a  campaign  of 
organization  in  that  particular  mill.  We  got  about  seventy  in  the 
union  and  it  helped  to  settle  their  troubles. 

A  strike  started  in  the  Home  Dye  and  Bleach,  Paw^tucket,  R.  L, 
because  some  of  the  workers  had  not  received  the  full  12^  per 
cent  increase  in  wages.  After  several  weeks  it  was  agreed  to 
submit  the  question  to  arbitration,  and,  with  the  help  of  Execu- 
time  Board  Member  Powers,  we  took  up  the  case  and  won  the 
decision. 

I  was  then  ordered  to  Brockton  to  take  up  the  strike  at  the 
Lincoln  Webbing  Company.  After  one  day  we  received  an 
increase  of  10  per  cent  on  all  goods  and  an  extra  5  per  cent  on 
the  black. 

Then  started  an  organization  campaign  amongst  the  sewers  and 
burlers.  The  perchers'  union  and  the  weavers  gave  a  lot  of  help 
and  we  succeeded  in  placing  a  charter.  Our  First  Vice-President, 
Brother  McMahon,  has  also  done  a  lot  of  work  amongst  the 
sewers  and  burlers. 

In  Westerly  the  weavers  started  to  show  a  little  interest  and 
after  a  short  campaign  we  put  in  a  charter. 
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I  was  ordered  to  Willimantic  to  take  up  the  grievances  of  the 
winders  and  it  was  settled  by  the  help  of  the  local  officers  and 
the  president  of  the  Textile  Council,  Brother  Frank  Klaus. 

Took  up  the  grievance  of  Local  1230,  Woonsocket,  and  after 
a  number  of  conferences  the  matter  was  straightened  out.  This 
was  in  reference  to  the  Falls  Yarn  Mill. 

Then  I  went  to  Plymouth,  Mass.,  and  started  an  organization 
amongst  the  w^orkers  in  the  Puritan  Mill  of  the  American  Woolen 
Company. 

A  strike  of  the  folders  in  Assonet  on  account  of  the  discharge 
of  one  of  the  men  was  settled  by  the  reinstatement  of  the  fellow, 
but  it  restarted  on  the  following  Monday  because  the  management 
and  the  men  could  not  agree  on  some  new  arrangement.  Vice- 
President  McMahon,  who  had  charge  of  the  doffers'  strike  in 
Fall  River,  took  charge  and  it  was  settled  some  time  later. 

Was  then  ordered  to  take  charge  of  a  strike  at  Indian  Orchard, 
Mass.  The  management  at  first  refused  to  meet  me,  but  I  went 
to  one  of  the  officers  of  the  company  and  got  a  conference.  The 
workers  accepted  an  offer  of  10  per  cent  in  wages  and  a  number 
of  minor  conditions.  They  worked  about  two  days  and  came 
out  again,  claiming  that  the  local  manager  had  broken  his  word. 
I  was  ordered  back  again  and  this  time  I  refused  to  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  him.  This  was  just  one  week  after  he  had 
refused  to  meet  me.  They  sent  to  the  New  York  office  and  got 
the  general  manager.  We  settled  this  time  for  a  15  per  cent 
increase  and  all  other  grievances  satisfactory  to  our  workers.  It 
cost  this  firm  an  extra  5  per  cent  for  all  workers  because  the 
local  manager  did  not  keep  his  word. 

Went  to  Fall  River  a  number  of  times  to  help  during  the  strike 
of  the  Doffers'  Union  and  took  up  a  number  of  grievances  for 
Locals  1230  and  1406  of  Woonsocket,  R.  I. 

Had  an  organization  meeting  for  Cotton  and  Worsted  Loom- 
fixers  in  Olneyville  and  with  the  help  of  Vice-President  McMahon 
succeeded  in  placing  a  charter  there. 

In  the  cotton  mills  of  Woonsocket  where  we  did  not  have 
much  organization  outside  of  the  loomfixers,  a  strike  started  for 
the  48-hour  work  week.  Executive  Board  Member  Powers  and 
I,  along  with  the  determination  of  the  workers,  succeeded  in 
making  that  mill  come  across.  It  was  the  mills  of  our  ex- United 
States  Senator  Mr.  Lippitt  and  it  helped  us  to  get  a  good  hold 
in  those  mills.  A  strike  also  in  the  Andrews  Mill  of  Woonsocket,. 
but  we  did  not  gain  anything  in  the  settlement  there. 

Took  up  a  discrimination  case  of  Local  604,  Pawtucket,  in  the 
Hansahoe  Mill,  along  with  Brother  Powers,  and  the  matter  was 
settled  satisfactorily,  the  man  being  put  back  to  work,  and  the 
overseer  and  second-man  quit  because  of  it. 
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Met  President  Golden  in  Willimantic  and  took  up  with  him 
and  the  management  of  the  American  Thread  the  many  grievances 
of  the  different  locals. 

Went  to  Thompsonville,  Conn.,  and  organized  the  dyers  of 
that  place  100  per  cent  strong.  Took  up  with  them  their  griev- 
ances and  we  got  all  matters  settled  in  regards  to  conditions  and 
a  wage  scale  of  77  cents  an  hour,  or  $37  per  week  of  48  hours. 

Received  a  notice  that  Local  1200  of  Thornton  was  on  strike 
because  of  the  discharge  of  one  of  their  men.  They  considered 
that  it  was  done  unfairly.  Along  with  Vice-President  McMahon 
this  was  straightened  out  and  the  man  reinstated. 

Went  back  to  Thompsonville,  Conn.,  and  organized  a  local 
union  of  carders  and  spinners.  We  have  a  good  local  union  there 
now^  and  they  are  making  progress  on  real  constructive  lines. 

Organized  a  local  of  tapestry  workers  and  they  have  now  a 
100  per  cent  organization  in  Thompsonville,  Conn. 

Was  ordered  to  Willimantic  and  found  two  strikes  in  progress. 
With  President  Kraus  of  the  Textile  Council  and  A.  F.  of  L. 
Organizer  Sokolowsky,  we  settled  the  strike  at  the  cotton  mill 
for  a  48  hour  work  week,  and  organized  them  into  a  local  union. 
The  strike  at  the  American  Thread  Company  was  for  a  100  per 
cent  shop  and  it  had  started  in  the  cardroom.  We  had  a  confer- 
ence with  the  local  agent  and  the  matter  was  finally  settled  by 
President  Golden  and  the  New  York  office  of  the  concern. 

While  in  Connecticut  I  went  back  to  Thompsonville  and  started 
a  union  among  the  Moquet  weavers.  This  is  the  fourth  union 
in  that  place  and  the  poorest  of  the  lot,  as  we  cannot  get  the 
Enghsh-speaking  people  in  this  department  to  take  hold.  There 
is  an  independent  union  in  Thompsonville,  and  they  had  a  taste 
of  it  and  do  not  want  any  more.  Perhaps  we  will  in  the  future 
be  able  to  build  up  some  organization  there. 

I  was  then  ordered  to  Fall  River  to  take  charge  of  the  doffers' 
strike.  There  seemed  to  be  a  chance  of  settling,  so,  along  with 
Secretary  Campos  and  the  local  officials,  we  started  negotiations 
that  finally  through  the  good  offices  of  Father  Silvia  ended  in  a 
settlement.  Some  of  the  individual  mills  tried  discrimination 
amongst  our  members,  but  it  was  finally  settled  with  a  victory. 
It  was  a  long  fight  but  a  good  one  and  everyone  who  had  a  part 
in  it  should  be  congratulated. 

During  this  time  a  strike  had  developed  in  the  Phillips  Com-, 
pany,  Pawtucket,  and  Local  1406  was  in  a  fight.  Some  of  the 
girls  had  received  a  small  reduction  in  wages  instead  of  the  sup- 
posed increase,  and  it  cost  this  firm  quite  a  little  money  before 
it  was  finally  settled. 

Went  to  Woonsocket  on  an  organization  campaign  and  took 
in  over  50  members  of  an  independent  organization  into  Local 
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1230.  Organization  meetings  held  in  Thompsonville,  Conn.,  also 
produced  good  results,  and  the  campaign  in  Providence,  amongst 
the  cotton  and  worsted  weavers  resulted  in  a  new  charter  being 
placed  there. 

The  reedmakers  of  Fall  River,  New  Bedford,  Providence,  Paw- 
tucket  put  in  for  an  advance  in  wages  and  it  resulted  in  a  general 
advance  in  all  shops  with  a  $35.00  minimum. 

In  Woonsocket  trouble  started  because  the  members  of  Local 
1230  would  not  agree  to  a  cut-down  in  wages  of  15  per  cent. 
When  the  mill  officials  heard  that  I  was  going  there  on  Monday 
morning  he  would  not  let  them  start  to  work.  President  Golden 
took  up  the  matter  with  the  higher  officials  and  the  15  per  cent 
was  restored. 

The  reedmakers  at  Fall  River  were  out  on  strike  on  account 
of  the  lay-off  of  one  man  and  I  succeeded  in  having  all  hands  put 
back  on  their  jobs. 

Local  1406  of  Pawtucket  had  one  of  their  shop  committee  dis- 
charged and  Brother  Powers  of  our  Executive  Board  and  I  suc- 
ceeded in  having  him  put  back. 

Then  went  to  Indian  Orchard,  Mass.,  to  take  up  with  the  man- 
agement the  wage  dispute  of  Local  902.  The  local  committee 
and  the  local  union  agreed  to  let  the  matter  rest  in  abeyance  for 
a  little  time  on  account  of  the  slackness  in  the  industry. 

The  fight  for  the  15  per  cent  advance  in  the  Falls  Yarn  Mill 
of  Woonsocket  was  won  and  the  one  in  the  Woonsocket  Spinning 
company  also. 

During  the  last  two  months  I  have  been  around  taking  up 
small  grievances  and  visiting  our  different  locals.  The  slackness 
of  trade  in  the  silk,  cotton  and  wool  has  retarded  organization.  I 
have  put  in  a  lot  of  effort  amongst  the  independent  unions  of 
New  Bedford  which  I  think  will  bear  fruit  in  the  future. 

In  conclusion  I  want  to  thank  our  national  officers  for  their  help 
at  all  times.  All  the  officers  of  the  local  unions  in  my  district  have 
been  of  great  assistance.  It  is  only  with  their  help  that  we  can 
have  any  measure  of  success,  and  it  has  been  a  pleasure  to  work 
with  them.  The  Executive  Board  Member  in  the  district.  Brother 
John  H.  Powers,  has  always  given  me  the  best  of  advice.  To 
all  the  members  in  the  district,  I  want  to  say,  I  thank  you,  and 
may  your  efforts  be  crowned  with  greater  success  in  the  coming 
days.  Sincerely  yours. 


Henry 


Eatougu.  Organizer. 
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REPORT  OF  ORGANIZER  THOMAS  J.  REAGAN. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twentieth  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  Greetings: 

After  the  last  convention,  held  in  Baltimore,  I  went  back  into 
New  Hampshire  and  took  up  the  work  of  organizing  the  unor- 
ganized, and  was  able  to  build  up  some  strong  locals  throughout 
the  State. 

In  November  a  strike  was  on  in  Maynard,  Mass.,  which  lasted 
seven  or  eight  weeks,  but  as  it  was  in  the  hands  of  President 
Golden  and  First  Vice-President  McMahon,  and  while  I  attended 
many  meetings,  I  believe  they  will  give  a  full  report  on  the  whole 
situation.  About  this  time  an  endorsement  was  given  to  the 
Woolen  and  Worsted  Weavers,  Local  1007,  of  Lowell,  to  call 
the  spinners  and  loomfixers  out  of  the  Collinsville  Mill,  as 
the  weavers  claimed  that  the  agent  was  trying  to  force  them  to 
run  four  looms  on  blankets,  and  after  being  out  five  weeks  the 
question  arose,  Was  it  cotton  or  woolen?  President  Golden  was 
called  in  and  the  weavers  were  asked  to  send  someone  in  to  find 
out  just  what  it  was  they  refused  to  do.  An  investigation  was 
made  and  it  was  found  to  be  cotton.  The  strike  was  called  off 
and  the  spinners  went  back  to  work.  The  weavers  protested, 
which  split  the  organization.  Some  went  into  the  Amalgamated 
and  others  holding  the  charter  of  1007. 

I  organized  the  ring  spinning  fixers  of  Lowell  and  also  a  local 
of  doffers  and  ring  spinners  in  the  same  city. 

I  organized  the  woolen  weavers  of  Gleasondale,  Mass.,  and 
after  a  few  months  they  went  from  the  two  loom  system  back  to 
one  without  any  loss  in  wages. 

In  May  orders  came  from  the  International  ofiice  along  with 
letters  to  be  sent  out  to  the  manufacturers  calling  for  a  15  per 
cent  increase  in  wages,  the  same  to  take  effect  May  31,  1920. 
All  the  mill  agents  in  my  district  complied  with  the  request 
except  one,  the  Tilton  Mill  of  Tilton,  N.  H.,  and  after  waiting  a 
week  and  no  notice  put  up  the  help  walked  out  and  the  mill  was 
closed  for  a  week.  The  increase  was  then  granted  and  all  went 
back  to  work. 

I  then  went  into  Dover,  N.  H.,  and  organized  the  woolen  work- 
ers in  Sawyer's  Mill,  and  got  an  organization  of  ring  spinners  in 
Dover. 

In  April  I  went  to  Dexter,  Me.,  and  when  I  got  there  I  found 
most  of  the  help  in  the  Abbott  Mill  had  gone  out  on  strike.  It 
was  not  for  shorter  hours  or  wages,  but  for  the  right  to  organize. 

Mr.  Abbott  posted  a  notice  in  the  mill  that  he  would  discharge 
all  those  that  joined  the  union.  The  men  were  called  into  the 
office  and  asked  if  they  belonged  to  the  union.  They  said  they  did 
and  were  then  discharged,  and  in  a  few  days  two  more  were  let 
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go.  Then  all  those  that  had  joined  the  union  walked  out.  A 
few  who  had  not  joined  stayed  to  work. 

I  have  had  several  conferences  with  Mr.  Abbott,  but  was  unable 
to  come  to  any  settlement.  The  workers  in  the  Dunbarton  Mill 
in  Dexter  walked  out  when  the  agent,  Mr.  Parks,  refused  to 
meet  a  committee  from  the  union.  Now,  both  mills  are  running 
with  a  few  strikebreakers  brought  in  from  other  places  where  the 
mills  have  been  closed  down  since  June.  I  received  a  telegram 
from  Secretary-Treasurer  Mrs.  Conboy  on  last  Wednesday  to  go 
Dexter,  which  I  did.  I  had  a  conference  with  Mr.  Abbott  and 
Mr.  Parks,  but  could  not  come  to  any  agreement  and  absolutely 
refused  to  meet  a  committee  representing  the  union. 

I  had  a  meeting  of  the  local  on  Friday  and  by  a  unanimous 
vote  they  decided  to  stick  together  and  fight  the  matter  out.  Now, 
these  people  have  been  out  since  April  24th,  and  have  put  up  a 
splendid  fight,  and  they  are  just  as  determined  today  as  they  •were 
when  they  left  their  work  six  months  ago.  I  know  that  their 
fight  is  being  closely  watched  by  other  manufacturers  in  the  State 
of  Maine,  and,  in  my  mind,  the  losing  of  it  would  be  a  setback 
to  the  labor  movement  in  the  State  of  Maine,  and  I  would  strongly 
recommend  that  this  convention  take  the  matter  up  so  as  to  help 
the  people  to  win  that  they  might  have  the  same  rights  as  we  have 
in  other  places,  and  that  is  the  right  to  organize. 

An  organization  was  started  in  Meridith,  N.  H.,  by  Mr.  Bean, 
Secretary  of  the  State  Branch,  and  before  I  could  look  into  it 
they  were  out  on  strike  for  48  hours.  Ihave  been  to  see  the 
agent,  but  could  do  nothing  with  him.  He  takes  the  stand  that 
no  organization  can  tell  him  how  many  hours  his  mill  shall  run. 
A  few  went  back  to  work,  and  he  is  now  running  his  mill  50 
hours  per  week.  This  strike  has  been  on  three  months.  Most  of 
the  strikers  have  got  work  in  other  places,  but  the  strike  is  still  on. 

In  July  President  Golden  sent  word  for  me  to  report  at  the 
ofiice  in  New  York  and  be  ready  to  go  South,  which  I  did,  and 
was  sent  into  Columbus,  Ga.  Arriving  there  I  found  things  in 
pretty  bad  shape.  I  started  in  to  build  up  the  organization  and 
when  I  did  the  agent  of  the  mills  started  in  to  oppose  it.  In 
some  of  the  mills  the  help  was  told  that  if  they  were  seen  going 
in  or  around  the  hall  they  would  be  discharged,  and  in  one  mill 
this  was  done.  They  threatened  to  close  the  mill  if  they  joined 
the  organization  and  the  Bib  Mill  laid  off  all  the  night  help  and 
it  seemed  to  scare  the  people  away  from  us.  Meetings  were  called 
on  Sunday  and  we  went  into  the  mill  district  night  after  night 
and  held  open  air  meetings,  accompanied  by  Secretary  Mrs.  Tyson 
and  Mr.  Carroll,  along  with  Mr.  Golden  and  Nichols,  who  worked 
untiringly  to  help  me  in  my  work.  While  we  did  not  accomplish 
as  much  as  we  expected,  I  believe  a  lot  of  good  was  done.  Know- 
ing the  feeling  of  the  people,  I  thought  it  was  a  waste  of  time  and 
money  to  keep  me  there  any  longer,  and  so  notified  President 
Golden,  and  I  left  there  and  got  back  the  25th  of  August.  Now, 
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I  don't  mean  to  say  that  the  organization  in  Columbus  should 
be  given  up,  not  by  any  means.  1  believe  just  as  soon  as  the 
present  scare  is  over  someone  should  be  sent  in  and  try  again  and 
keep  trying  until  the  organization  is  brought  back  to  where  it  was 
a  year  ago,  and  T  believe  it  can  be  done. 

1  attended  the  State  Branch  Convention  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  held 
in  Waterville,  Me.,  and  had  the  i.oomfixers  of  Augusta  outseated, 
as  they  were  a  seceding  union  from  the  United  Textile  Workers 
of  America.  The  grievances  taken  up  by  me  for  the  last  year 
would  be  too  many  for  me  to  put  into  my  report,  and  would  take 
up  too  much  time  of  this  convention.  1  have  tried  to  play  the 
game  fair  and  square  and  above  board,  without  fear  or  favors 
trom  anyone,  as  I  have  always  done  in  the  past  and  will  continue 
to  do  so  long  as  T  am  in  the  employ  of  the  LTnited  Textile  Work- 
ers of  America. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Thomas  J.  ReagAx\,  Organizer. 

REPORT  OF  ORGANIZERS  JOHN  DEAN,  FRANK 
MELEADY  AND  EDWARD  CALLAGHAN. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Twentieth  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  Greetings ; 

It  is  with  extreme  pleasure  that  we,  the  three  undersigned  or- 
ganizers, herewith  submit  to  you  a  joint  report  of  the  work  that 
has  been  assigned  to  our  particular  fields,  namely,  the  Southern 
section  of  the  country. 

An  office  or  a  branch  district  headquarters  has  been  established 
in  the  city  of  Charlotte,  N.  and  this  facilitated  matters  greatly. 
Interwoven  with  one  and  another  at  all  times,  the  International 
Executives  have  assigned  us  to  work  in  the  following  States : 
New  York,  Connecticut,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Kentucky  and  Indiana. 

The  work  consisted  of  organization,  adjustments,  education 
and  also  political  activity  in  conjunction  with  the  various  local 
organizations,  Central  Labor  Unions  and  State  Federations,  fol- 
lowing out  the  A.  F.  of  L.  non-partisan  policy. 

While  assigned  to  this  work  in  the  South  our  attention  was 
called  to  a  grievance  in  Rock  Hill,  S.  C. — the  discharge  of  one  of 
Local  Union  1233's  active  members,  employed  by  the  Hamilton 
Carhartt  Company.  This  matter  was  immediately  taken  up  by 
the  organizers  stationed  in  the  South  and  every  effort  made  to 
bring  about  an  adjustment.  After  a  lengthy  investigation  we 
found  that  this  was  a  case  of  discrimination.  Having  acquainted 
our  headquarters  of  this  difficulty,  it  was  necessary  that  a  strike 
be  called  in  the  mills  of  Rock  Hill  and  Carhartt,  S.  C.  in  the 
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latter  part  of  April,  1920.  This  strike  took  place  and  at  the  pres- 
ent time  is  still  on.  These  people  have  stood  solid  and  deserve  a 
great  amount  of  credit  for  their  determined  stand. 

The  majority  of  the  locals  are  just  new  and  many  of  them 
have  had  to  go  through  strife  and  bitter  strikes  and  battles — down 
all  sorts  of  organized  obstacles  to  retain  their  American  rights 
and  those  rights  are  just  these — the  right  to  organize  and  to 
bargain  collectively,  and  with  this  bitter  experience  still  in  mind 
they  mean  to  maintain  their  organizations. 

The  idea  of  running  to  employers  of  labor  continuously  for 
increases  in  wages  is  not  the  paramount  object  of  our  labor  move- 
ment and  our  southern  locals  now  realize  this — particularly  North 
and  South  Carolina. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  the  day  when  our  national  will 
inaugurate  a  shorter  work  day  campaign  and  we  hope  that  this 
convention  will  take  some  preliminary  steps  towards  this  great 
human  cause. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  Dean, 
Frank  Meleady, 
Edward  Callaghan, 

Organizers. 

REPORT  OF  ORGANIZER  MARY  KELLEHER. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twentieth  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  Greetings: 

At  the  adjournment  of  the  Nineteenth  Annual  Convention,  held 
in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  I  returned  to  Scranton  to  take  up  the 
work  og  organizing  in  that  district.  I  went  to  Sunbury,  where  there 
had  been  a  strike  at  the  Susquehanna  Mill  for  three  months  for 
the  48-hour  work  week.  This  strike  has  been  reported  to  the 
convention  held  in  Baltimore,  delegates  to  that  convention  voting 
in  favor  of  donating  five  hundred  dollars  ($500.00)  to  the  strikers. 

The  Susquehanna  Silk  Company  did  not  make  any  attempt  to 
operate  the  mill  until  the  strike  was  three  months  in  progress, 
when  they  decided  to  reopen  the  mill  and  were  successful  in 
getting  the  State  Constabulary  in  Sunbury;  this  gave  an  oppor- 
tunity to  workers  who  never  joined  the  organization  and  also  the 
weak  members  to  go  back  to  work  and  scab  the  job.  I  stayed 
several  weeks  with  the  strikers,  helping  them  on  the  picket  line. 
The  weather  became  very  cold  and  after  four  months  of  a  strike 
many  of  the  strikers  were  forced  to  get  work  elsewhere.  The 
strike  is  still  on  at  the  Susquehanna  Silk  Mills. 

At  the  same  time  there  was  a  strike  in  the  Silk  Throwing  Mills 
of  Wilkes-Barre  for  four  months  for  a  48-hour  work  week.  It 


UNITED  TEXTILE  WORKERS  OF  AMERICA 


179 


lasted  until  the  third  week  of  November,  when  some  of  the 
strikers  began  to  break  ranks,  saying,  "Christmas  holidays  were 
coming  and  they  wanted  some  money  for  the  holidays."  The 
firms  offered  them  an  increase  in  wages  averaging  two  to  three 
dollars  per  week.  From  the  attitude  of  the  strikers  it  apjjeared 
that  there  was  going  to  be  a  big  break  in  the  ranks.  A  special 
meeting  was  called  to  discuss  the  offer  made  by  the  silk  owners. 
Organizer  Callaghan  and  myself  attended  the  meeting.  We  made 
it  very  plain  to  the  strikers  if  they  accepted  this  offer  they  would 
do  so  without  our  consent  as  the  48-hour  work  week  was  the 
principal  issue,  and  no  national  representative  would  be  a  party 
to  an  agreement  that  did  not  carry  with  it  the  48-hour  work  week. 
A  vote  was  taken  and  two-thirds  voted  to  return  for  the  increased 
wages.  The  strikers  were  more  interested  in  an  increase  in 
wages  than  the  shorter  work  day. 

I  organized  a  local  of  silk  workers  in  Nuremberg,  Williamsport, 
and  the  Hosiery  Workers  in  Tamaqua,  Penna.  When  in  the  silk 
district  I  attended  the  regular  meetings  of  the  newly  organized 
locals  trying  to  keep  the  members  interested  in  the  work  of  the 
local  union.  The  boys  and  girls  working  in  the  throwing  plants 
are  of  tender  years,  between  fourteen  and  eighteen  years  old,  and 
for  this  reason  I  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  visiting  their  local 
unions  trying  to  educate  them  in  the  labor  movement. 

I  was  notified  by  Organizer  Berkson  of  United  Garment  Work- 
ers of  America  that  the  Amalgamated  organizers  were  in  Potts- 
ville  trying  to  organize  the  shirt  workers  and  textile  workers. 
I  went  to  Pottsville  and  found  that  they  had  been  successful  in 
organizing  a  local  of  silk  workers  and  received  assistance  from 
some  of  the  delegates  to  the  Central  Labor  Union  of  Pottsville. 
I  had  a  conference  with  the  officers  of  the  Central  Labor  Union 
and  at  their  regular  meeting  a  committee  was  appointed  to  co- 
operate with  me. 

I  called  a  meeting  for  the  silk  v^orkers  to  explain  to  them  that 
they  were  not  members  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
Three  of  the  Amalgamated  organizers  came  to  the  hall  where 
the  meeting  was  held  and  tried  to  gain  admittance  to  the  meeting, 
they  were  detained  in  the  ante-room  by  a  committee  consisting 
of  silk  workers  and  members  of  the  Central  Labor  Union.  They 
sent  members  of  the  committee  into  the  hall  and  asked  me  if  I 
would  debate  the  question  with  them  which  organization  was  the 
better  for  the  workers.  I  sent  word  back  to  them  that  it  was  not 
necessary  for  any  representative  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  to  debate  any  question,  that  the  work  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  and  vv^hat  it  accomplished  for  the  workers 
speaks  for  itself.  The  committee  ordered  them  to  leave  the 
building;  they  refused,  insisting  upon  gaining  admittance  to  the 
meeting.  An  officer  was  then  called  and  they  were  escorted  out 
of  the  building  and  the  meecing  continued.  The  workers  voted 
to  retum  the  Amalgamated  charter  and  apply  for  a  charter  in 
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the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  and  a  charter  was 
granted. 

A  short  time  after  the  local  was  organized  under  the  United 
„  Textile  Workers  of  America  they  asked  for  an  increase  in  wages 
and  a  48-hour  work  week.  The  company  refused  the  demands, 
a  State  Mediator  came  to  Pottsville,  tried  to  get  an  agreement, 
but  the  company  refused  to  grant  any  of  the  demands,  saying 
all  their  employees  were  satisfied  except  a  few  and  it  would  be 
better  for  those  that  were  not  satisfied  to  look  for  work  else- 
where. The  results  were  a  strike.  The  mill  was  completely 
tied  up.  The  strike  was  in  progress  about  three  weeks  when  the 
price  of  silk  dropped  in  the  market.  Monday,  May  3,  I  went  to 
Phillipsburg  to  attend  a  strikers'  meeting. 

I  was  called  to  New  York  office,  where  President  Golden  and 
Secretary-Treasurer  Conboy  went  over  the  Southern  situation 
with  me.  There  was  more  work  in  the  South  than  three  organ- 
izers could  handle,  and  for  that  reason  many  of  the  local  unions 
were  losing  some  of  their  membership.  It  was  decided  to  open 
a  branch  office  in  Charlotte,  N.  C,  from  where  all  organizers 
were  to  work.  On  account  of  my  many  years  of  experience  in 
the  South,  I  was  put  in  charge  of  this  office.  I  arrived  in  Char- 
lotte Tuesday,  May  18th.  Vice-President  McMahon  was  in 
Charlotte.  He  and  Organizers  Dean,  Callaghan,  Meleady  and 
myself  went  over  the  situation.  An  office  was  secured  in  the 
Central  Labor  Union  building.  I  found  the  reason  for  the  mem- 
bership falhng  off  was  that  a  spirit  of  organization  sprung  up 
among  the  Textile  Workers  throughout  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina. Volunteer  organizers  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
and  of  the  State  Federation  of  Labor  organized  many  locals  where 
the  workers  were  greatly  enthused  over  unionism.  On  account  of 
the  long  distance  between  these  locals  and  the  time  it  would  take 
in  getting  there  it  was  impossible  to  get  there  whn  their  assistance 
was  mostly  needed,  and  the  consequence  was  a  dcrease  in  mm- 
bership. 

Since  the  office  has  been  opened  an  Organizer  has  visited  those 
local  unions  trying  to  revive  interest  in  the  delinquent  members. 
I  visited  many  of  the  local  unions  in  behalf  of  the  Million  Dollar 
Defense  Fund.  I  established  a  monthly  work  button  system — 
several  of  the  local  unions  have  adopted  the  work  button.  And 
from  the  report  I  received  from  the  business  agents  of  locals 
that  are  using  the  button  I  am  confident  that  the  monthly  work 
button  will  be  the  means  of  bringing  about  a  100  per  cent 
oganization,  the  same  as  it  has  done  in  the  United  Mine  Work- 
ers' organization  and  others  that  have  used  the .  monthly  work 
button  system.  T  organized  a  local  union  in  Duke,  North  Caro- 
lina, Monday,  June  28th.  T  have  addressed  many  open  air  meet- 
ings throughout  North  and  South  Carolina,  too  numerous  in 
number  to  take  up  the  valuable  time  of  the  convention  in  giving 
name  of  place  and  date.    By  the  co-operation  of  the  four  organ- 
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izers  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  work  accomplished  in  the 
past  four  months  in  the  South. 

Wishing  the  International  Organization  every  success  for  the 
coming  year,  that  the  organizers  will  be  able  to  reach  the  unor- 
ganized workers  and  bring  them  within  the  fold  of  the  United 
Textile  Workers  of  America, 

Fraternally  yours, 

Mary  Kelleher. 

Delegate  Hanley  (Local  734,  Lowell)  :  If  it  is  in  order  1 
move  that  we  now  adjourn. 

President  Golden  :  Wait  a  minute.  1  want  Delegate  Hanley 
to  understand  that  we  did  not  put  the  motion  as  to  whether  we 
would  continue  in  session.  You  made  it,  but  in  the  interim, 
while  the  reports  were  being  put  in,  it  was  left  out. 

Now  the  motion  is  that  we  continue  in  session.  Are  you  ready 
for  the  question? 

(The  question  was  called  for.) 

President  Golden  :  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will 
please  signify  by  saying  "aye."  Those  opposed  "no."  The  "noes" 
seem  to  have  it.   The  "noes"  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

Delegate  McCarthy  (Local  1137,  Manchester)  :  I  make  a 
motion  that  we  adjourn  to  meet  at  two  o'clock. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 
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TENTH  SESSION. 


Saturday  afteraoon,  October  9th,  1920. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  President  Golden  at  2.10 
p.  m. 

President  Golden  :  The  convention  will  come  to  order.  Dele- 
gate Webber  has  the  floor. 

Delegate  Webber  (Local  1380,  Paterson)  (Secretary  of  Com- 
mittee on  Executive  Council's  Report),  reading: 

Article  V,,  Section  2.  Duties  of  First  Vice-President:  In 
the  absence  of  the  President,  the  First  Vice-President  shall  pre- 
side ;  in  the  absence  of  the  President  and  First  Vice-President 
the  Second  Vice-President  shall  preside,  and  in  the  absence  of 
all  three,  a  President  pro  tem  shall  be  elected. 

Section  3.  They  shall  devote  their  time  to  the  services  of  this 
International  Union  in  assisting  the  International  President  in 
adjusting  grievances  and  when  not  so  engaged  shall  take  up  the 
work  of  organizing.  They  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  advice 
and  direction  as  the  International  President. 

We  recommend  that  Section  4  be  entirely  eliminated. 

We  recommend  concurrence  in  that  and  so  move. 

(Motion  seconded  and  adopted.) 

Article  VIII.  Section  3.  They  shall  make  out  a  report  in 
writing  of  the  work  done  by  the  Organizers  with  the  expenses 
incurred  and  shall  submit  said  report  to  the  succeeding  Execu- 
tive Council  meeting.  They  in  turn  shall  submit  a  report  of  same 
to  the  next  regular  convention. 

Section  4.  They  shall  have  power  to  order  a  strike  and  provide 
such  means  of  support  as  the  provision  of  the  strike  rule  allow. 
But  no  strike  shall  be  authorized  by  the  Emergency  Committee 
unless  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  same.  No  general  strike  shall 
be  authorized  except  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  Executive  Board. 

Your  committee  concurs  and  so  moves. 

(The  motion  is  seconded.) 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee and  the  recommendation.    Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  signify  by  saying  "aye."  Op- 
posed "no."    It  is  the  unanimous  vote  and  so  ordered. 

Article  X.   Per  Capita  Tax. 

Section  1.   The  per  capita  tax  of  local  unions  admitted  into  the 
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International  Union  shall  be  40  cents  per  month  per  member. 
This  tax  must  be  paid  not  later  than  the  15th  of  the  following 
month,  on  all  members  of  the  local  union. 

Section  2.  When  the  per  capita  tax  is  paid  on  less  members 
than  the  previous  month  names  of  members  on  whom  no  tax  is 
paid  must  accompany  same. 

Section  3.  The  per  capita  tax  on  new  members  is  due  the 
month  of  initiation. 

Delegate  Webber  (Local  1380,  Paterson)  (Secretary  of  oCm- 
mittee  on  Executive  Council's  Report)  :  Your  Committee  con- 
curs in  this  by  a  majority  vote. 

We  move  its  adoption. 

(Motion  seconded.) 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee and  its  recommendation.   Are  you  ready  for  the  question  ? 

(Question  called  for.) 

Delegate  Wilkinson  (Local  696,  Philadelphia)  :  I  would 
suggest  that  they  take  those  up  separately.  I  make  that  as  a 
motion. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

Delegate  Webber  (Local  1380,  Paterson)  (Secretary  of  Com- 
mittee on  Executive  Council's  Report),  reading: 

Section  1.  The  per  capita  tax  of  local  unions  shall  be  40  cents 
per  month  per  member.  This  tax  must  be  paid  not  later  than  the 
15th  of  the  following  month,  on  all  members  of  the  local  union. 

Delegate  Beardsley  (Local  825,  Philadelphia)  :  Before  I 
talk  I  would  like  to  ask  has  the  entire  Committee  concurred  in 
this  recommendation? 

Delegate  Webber  (Local  1380,  Paterson)  :  No,  sir,  I  was 
against  it. 

Delegate  Beardsley  (Local  825,  Philadelphia)  :  You  were 
the  only  one  against  it? 

Delegate  Webber  (Local  1380,  Paterson)  (Secretary  of  Com- 
mittee on  Executive  Council's  Report)  :    Yes,  sir. 

Delegate  McKosky  (Local  706,  Philadelphia)  :  My  point  of 
information  is  this,  I  want  to  ask  the  President,  the  General  Sec- 
retary, the  members  of  the  Emergency  Committee,  the  members 
of  the  Executive  Council,  that  if  the  United  Textile  Workers  of 
American  can  exist  on  the  present  financial  system  and  pay  $6  a 
week  strike  pay  and  carry  on  its  business  successfully. 

President  Golden:   In  our  judgment,  no. 
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Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  No. 

Delegate  McKosky  (Local  706,  Philadelphia)  :  Another  point 
of  information  that  I  want  to  ask.  There  is  a  question  in  the 
minds  of  the  delegates  that  has  a  bearing  on  this  matter.  If  this 
tax  is  passed,  if  this  resolution  is  passed,  is  the  date  set  when  it 
should  go  into  effect?  If  not,  it  should  be  in  order  to  get  the 
matter  clear  in  the  minds  of  the  delegates,  as  I  think  it  will  affect 
the  vote.    (Applause  and  loud  calls.)  / 

President  Golden  :  There  is  nothing  in  the  recommendation 
that  states  any  date.  Any  delegate  ought  to  know  it,  for  they 
heard  it  read  out. 

Delegate  McKosky  Local  706,  Philadelphia)  :  Another  point 
of  information.  If  the  resolution  should  happen  to  pass,  has  it 
been  the  policy  of  the  International  Union  to  immediately  put 
it  into  effect  or  has  it  been  the  custom  of  the  International  Or- 
ganization in  the  past  when  the  tax  was  increased  to  start  it  from 
the  first  of  Janiiary  of  the  succeeding  year? 

President  Golden  :  It  has  always  been  the  policy,  not  of  the 
International  Officers  and  Executive  Council,  it  has  always  been 
the  policy  of  the  convention  to  set  the  date. 

President  Golden  :  I  am  going  to  put  the  question.  All  those 
in  favor  of  accepting  the  report  of  the  Committee  will  stand  until 
they  are  counted. 

Delegates  Kraus  and  White  will  count  the  vote. 

All  those  opposed  to  the  Committee's  report  will  rise  and 
remain  standing  until  counted. 

(After  count  was  taken.) 

The  Secretary  will  announce  the  result  of  the  vote. 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  112  in  favor  and 
72  opposed,  which  makes  a  total  of  184  votes.  Two-thirds  of 
that  would  be  122  votes  and  a  fraction,  which  would  be  required 
for  a  vote. 

President  (  jOLden  :  The  report  of  the  Committee  is  not 
accepted. 

Delegates  McCarthy,  Whalen,  Lackin,  Rose,  Webber  Beards- 
ley,  Tower,  Tilleman,  Singleton,  Hayes  and  Bradley  spoke  against 
the  report  of  the  Committee. 

Delegates  Taylor,  Hanley,  O'Donnell,  McGoldrick  and  Conboy 
spoke  in  favor  of  the  Committee's  report. 

Delegate  Webber  (Local  1380,  Paterson)  (Secretary  of  Com- 
mittee on  Executive  Council's  Report)  : 

Section  Xo.  2.    When  per  capita  tax  is  paid  on  less  members 
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than  the  j^revious  month  names  of  members  on  wliom  no  tax  is 
paid  must  accompany  same. 

We  recommend  concurrence  in  tliat  and  so  move. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

Section  3.  The  per  capita  tax  on  new  members  is  ckie  the 
month  of  initiation. 

Your  Committee  concurs  in  that  and  so  moves. 
(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

Delegate  Wilkinson  (Local  696,  Philadelphia):  1  under- 
stand this  section  to  mean  that  if  the  member  is  initiated,  for 
instance,  the  month  of  September,  the  initiation  fee  must  be  in 
the  International  Offices  in  the  same  month  ? 

President  Golden  :  All  the  same  month. 

Article  XL  Section  L  The  International  Union  shall  provide 
in  case  of  a  strike  the  sum  of  six  dollars  ($6.00)  per  week  for 
each  member  of  twelve  consecutive  months'  good  standing  when 
the  strike  goes  into  effect,  providing  said  strike  shall  have  been 
duly  endorsed  by  the  International  Laiion. 

Section  2.  No  strike  benefits  shall  be  paid  for  a  strike  of  less 
than  two  weeks^  duration,  at  the  end  of  which  time  one  week's 
strike  benefits  will  be  due  and  payable  for  each  full  week  there- 
after while  the  strike  remains  in  effect. 

Your  Committee  recommends  concurrence  and  I  so  move. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

Article  XIL  Section  1.  Any  member  who  has  paid  less  than 
52  cpnsecutive  weeks'  dues  in  the  local  union  and  for  whom  less 
than  12  consecutive  months'  tax  has  been  paid  into  the  Interna- 
tional Union  will  not  be  entitled  to  strike  benefits. 

Section  2.  Any  local  union  not  paying  their  per  capita  tax 
within  two  months  after  the  tax  is  due,  all  its  members  shall 
stand  suspended  for  a  period  of  five  weeks  and  at  the  end  of  this 
time  if  still  unpaid  dropped  from  the  rolls  of  the  International 
Union.  During  suspension  all  members  wall  be  debarred  from 
financial  benefits  and  representation. 

Section  3.    To  be  eliminated. 

We  recommend  that  Section  3  be  eliminated.  Your  Committee 
concurs  and  so  moves. 

President  Golden  :   Are  you  ready  for  the  question  ? 

Delegate  Wilkinson  (Local  696,  Philadelphia)  :  I  make  a 
motion  that  we  take  those  up  separately.  I  think  there  are  two 
motions. 

(The  motion  was  seconded.) 
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President  Golden  :  The  motion  is  that  we  take  them  up 
separately. 

All  those  in  favor  signify  by  saying  "aye."  Those  opposed 
"no."  The  "noes"  seem  to  have  it,  the  "noes"  have  it  and  so 
ordered. 

President  Golden:  As  a  delegate  I  will  suggest  that  the 
Committee  change  the  phraseology  and  instead  of  stating  52 
weeks  in  his  local  union  say  "In  good  financial  standing  in  his 
local  union." 

Delegate  McKosky  (Local  706,  Philadelphia)  :  I  might  say, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that  was  the  intention  of  the  special  committee. 
It  slipped  up. 

President  Golden:  With  that  correction  it  will  go  before  the 
convention.  All  those  in  favor  of  the  acceptance  of  the  Com- 
mittee's report  with  that  change  will  signify  by  saying  "aye." 

Those  opposed  "no."    It  is  a  vote. 

Delegate  Webber  (Local  1380,  Paterson)  (Secretary  of  Com- 
mittee on  Executive  Council's  Report)  :  Article  XIII.  Section  I. 

Article  XIIL  Section  1.  All  local  unions  putting  in  demands 
for  new  wage  scales  or  changed  working  conditions  must  first 
submit  such  demands  to  the  International  Officers  for  endorse- 
ment by  the  Executive  Council  or  Emergency  Board  before  sub- 
mitting them  to  their  employers. 

Section  5.  All  strike  votes  by  local  unions  must  be  by  paper 
ballot  to  be  prepared  by  the  Secretary.  In  all  cases  a  two-thirds 
vote  of  the  local  union  shall  be  required. 

Section  — .  In  case  of  shop  grievance  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the 
craft  employed  in  the  mill  affected  by  such  grievance  must  be 
secured  before  a  strike  can  be  acted  upon  by  local  union. 

Section  — .  All  endorsed  strikes  must  come  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Emergency  Committee ;  said  Committee  shall  advise 
how  the  strike  shall  be  conducted.  The  Executive  Council,  after 
a  thorough  investigation  in  any  strike  situation,  shall  have  the 
power  to  advise  the  discontinuing  of  the  strike.  After  having 
advised  the  discontinuing  of  any  strike  and  their  advice  is  not 
followed  out  by  the  strikers,  all  strike  benefits  shall  cease  after 
said  strikers  have  been  properly  notified  by  the  International  office. 

Article  XIV.  is  now  Section  1  of  Article  XIIL 

Your  Committee  concurs  and  so  moves.  Adopted. 

(Motion  was  seconded.) 

Delegate  Webber  (Local  1380,  Paterson)  (Secretary  of  Com- 
mittee on  Executive  Council's  Report)  : 

Section  2.    In  case  of  shop  grievance  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the 
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craft  employed  in  the  mill  affected  by  such  grievance  must  be 
secured  before  a  strike  can  be  acted  upon  by  local  union. 
Your  Committee  concurs  in  this  and  I  so  move.  Adopted. 

Delegate  Webber  (Local  1380,  Paterson)  (Secretary  of  Com- 
mittee on  Executive  Council's  Report),  reading: 

All  endorsed  strikes  must  come  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Emergency  Committee;  said  Committee  shall  advise  how  the 
strike  shall  be  conducted.  The  Executive  Council,  after  a  thor- 
ough investigation  in  any  strike  situation,  shall  have  the  power 
to  advise  the  discontinuing  of  the  strike.  After  having  advised 
the  discontinuing  of  any  strike  and  their  advice  is  not  followed 
out  by  the  strikers  all  strike  benefits  shall  cease  after  said  strikers 
have  been  properly  notified  by  the  International  Office. 

Delegate  Webber  (Local  1380,  Paterson)  (Secretary  of  Com- 
mittee on  Executive  Council's  Report)  :    Section  1. 

Article  XVIL  Section  1.  In  the  event  that  any  member 
removing  from  the  district  into  another  where  a  local  union  of 
the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  exists,  they  may  be 
transferred  without  the  payment  of  a  second  initiation  fee,  pro- 
vided they  are  straight  on  the  books  of  the  local  and  Interna- 
tional Union.  However,  it  is  further  provided  that  the  transfers 
will  not  be  accepted  if  a  member  has  joined  another  local  in 
order  to  evade  the  payment  of  a  higher  initiation  fee,  but  nothing 
in  this  rule  shall  be  construed  as  allowing  a  member  of  any 
craft  union  working  on  one  distinct  branch  of  textile  fabric  or 
transfer  their  membership  to  a  craft  union  where  members  work 
on  other  material  or  vice  versa,  without  the  consent  of  the  union 
to  which  a  transfer  is  desired. 

The  Committee  concurs  in  that  section  and  I  so  move. 

( Motion  seconded  and  adopted,  j 

Section  3.  To  be  drawn  up  in  a  legal  manner,  to  make  the 
local  Treasurer  the  person  responsible  for  turning  over  the  prop- 
erty of  the  local  to  the  International  Union,  and  the  International 
should  be  certain  that  this  officer  is  bonded. 

The  Committee  concurs  and  I  so  move. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

Article  XVIII. — Add  "Constitutional  or  Law  Committee  to 
Article  XVI 11. 

The  Committee  concurs  and  I  so  move. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted. 

Article  XIX.  Section  L  The  basis  of  representation  to  all 
conventions  shall  be  one  delegate  for  every  200  members  and 
additional  delegates  for  each  additional  200  members  or  a  ma- 
jority fraction  thereof.    None  but  bona  fide  textile  workers  shall 
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be  allowed  a  seat  in  the  convention,  provided,  however,  that 
textile  workers  who  have  been  blacklisted  and  are  unable  to 
secure  work  at  the  trade  and  who  are  members  in  good  standing 
of  a  bona  fide  textile  union,  may  be  seated  in  the  convention  as 
delegates  when  duly  elected  by  a  local  union. 

Delegate  must  have  been  a  member  of  the  International  Union 
for  six  (6)  months  prior  to  his  election.  (No  local  union  shall 
be  entitled  to  representation  at  the  convention  that  has  not  been 
affiliated  for  six  (6)  months  preceding  the  convention.) 

Your  Committee  concurs  in  that  and  so  moves. 

(The  motion  was  seconded.) 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee and  its  recommendation.  Is  there  anything  to  be  said  on 
the  question? 

Delegate  Singleton  (Local  604,  Pawtucket)  :  If  an  organi- 
zation should  have  250  members  would  it  be  entitled  to  two 
delegates  ? 

President  Golden  :  The  answer  to  that  is,  at  the  present  time 
a  local  union  with  200  members  in  it  is  entitled  to  one  delegate. 
Now  all  it  has  got  to  do  is  to  add  another  member,  one  member 
to  that  local  union  and  it  can  have  two  delegates. 

The  rule  calls  for  a  majority  fractional  part  of.  That  means 
they  must  have  half  of  the  200  members  to  be  entitled  to  another 
delegate. 

It  is  to  prevent  what  is  going  on.  We  have  some  local  unions 
that  run  around  180  to  190  practically  all  the  year  and  when  it 
comes  to  the  convention  time,  they  come  in  about  a  month  or 
two  months  before  the  basis  of  delegates  is  figured  out  and 
they  have  203  or  205  and  they  send  two  delegates  and  then  as 
soon  as  the  convention  is  over  they  go  back  to  180  until  the  fol- 
lowing year. 

Delegate  Singleton  (Local  604,  Pawtucket)  :  I  understand 
by  the  wording  of  that  resolution,  Brother  Chairman,  that  they 
have  to  have  a  majority  of  the  other  200,  is  that  correct? 

President  Golden  :  Yes. 

Delegate  Singleton  (Local  604,  I^awtucket):  They  have 
to  have  301  votes. 

President  Golden  :    That  is  the  idea. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia):  1  move  to  strike 
out  the  words  ''six  months"  and  insert  "three  months"  in  that. 

(The  motion  was  seconded.) 

President  Golden  :   It  is  regularly  moved  and  seconded  that 
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the  figure  "six''  be  stricken  out  and  tlie  figure  "three''  be  sul)- 
stituted.    The  Secretary  will  please  read  it  with  that  substitution. 

Delegate  Webber  (Local  1380,  Paterson,  N.  J.)  (Secretary  of 
Committee  on  Executive  Council's  Report),  reading: 

"Delegate  must  have  been  a  member  of  the  International  Union 
for  three  (3)  months  prior  to  his  election.  (No  local  union 
shall  be  entitled  to  representation  at  the  convention  that  has  not 
been  affiliated  for  three  (3)  months  preceding  the  convention.)" 

Delegate  Beardslev  (Local  825.  Philadel])hia )  :  Isn't  there 
something  in  that  recommendation  in  regard  to  a  delegation  of 
another  organization  being  seated  in  the  convention  ? 

President  Golden  :  No. 

Delegate  Ludv^ig  (Local  760,  F^ompton  Lakes)  :  Delegate 
Beardsley  is  right.  We  have  passed  a  law  that  a  delegate  had 
to  be  at  least  a  bona  fide  member  of  a  textile  union  six  months 
prior  to  being  seated  as  a  delegate  to  the  convention.  Now  if 
you  let  a  local  union  send  a  delegation  here  with  a  rule  saying 
three  months  the  delegate  would  not  have  been  in  six  months. 

So  there  is  a  direct  conflict  in  the  rules. 

Delegate  Creech  (Local  25,  Philadelphia):  I  believe  that 
can  be  changed  by  changing  the  other  to  apply  to  an  individual 
member  as  well  as  a  local  union  by  inserting  the  figure  "3''  in 
place  of  the  figure  ''6," 

President  Golden  :  Yes,  that  would  have  to  apply  to  the  in- 
dividual member  as  well  as  to  the  local  union.  They  could  not 
make  one  "6"  and  the  other  '*3"  very  consistently. 

President  Golden:  Has  the  Committee  got  through?"  Just 
to  be  clear  on  that,  is  it  understood  that  the  same  rule  applies  to 
the  individual  member? 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  That  is 
my  understanding,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  same  rule  applies  to 
the  individual  member  which  applies  to  the  local  organization. 

President  Golden  :    Is  that  agreeable  to  the  Committee  ^ 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  I  offer  that 
as  a  motion. 

(The  motion  was  seconded.) 

Deleg.ate  White  (Local  499,  Cohoes)  (Chairman  of  Com- 
mittee on  Executive  Council's  Report)  :  For  the  benefit  of  the 
convention  I  wish  to  say  that  the  convention  has  already  voted  it. 

President  Golden  :  Then  you  will  have  to  have  a  motion  to 
rescind  your  former  action  in  order  to  apply  three  months  to  the 
individual  member.    A  motion  of  that  kind  would  be  in  order. 
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Delegate  Starr  (Local  678,  Paterson)  :    I  so  move. 
(The  motion  was  seconded.) 

President  Golden  :  A  motion  has  been  made  and  seconded 
that  we  rescind  our  former  action  on  the  six  months'  member- 
ship for  ehgibihty  to  the  convention  and  that  we  have  the  three 
months'  rule  applied  to  the  individual  as  well  as  to  the  local  union. 

Delegate  Wilkinson  (Local  696,  Philadelphia)  :  A  point  of 
information.  Does  that  mean  six  months  in  the  International 
L^nion  or  in  the  local  union? 

President  Golden  :    Both,  three  months. 

President  Golden  :  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  as 
amended  will  signify  by  saying  ''aye."  Opposed  "no."  It  is  a 
unanimous  vote  and  so  carried. 

Article  XXL  Section  2.  The  International  President  and 
International  Secretary-Treasurer  shall  attend  all  conventions  of 
the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  and  the  A.  F.  of  L.  as 
bona  fide  delegates,  by  virtue  of  their  office.  Their  expenses  shall 
be  paid  from  the  funds  of  the  International  Union. 

Your  Committee  concurs  and  so  moves.  Adopted. 

(The  motion  was  seconded.) 

Article  XXVI.  Section  2.  All  local  unions  shall  elect  officers 
at  least  once  a  year  and  must  bond  their  financial  officers  through 
the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  and  no  other  bond  will 
be  recognized. 

The  Committee  concurs  in  this  and  I  so  move. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

Article  XXX.  Section  1.  The  funds  or  property  of  a  local 
union  shall  be  used  only  for  such  purposes  as  are  specified  in 
this  constitution  and  by-laws  and  as  may  be  required  to  transact 
and  properly  conduct  its  own  business.  No  funds  of  a  local  union 
can  be  loaned,  donated  or  appropriated  to  aid  or  assist  any  seced- 
ing, independent  or  antagonistic  organization. 

Your  Committee  concurs  and  so  moves. 

(The  motion  was  seconded.) 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee.    Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

(The  question  was  called  for.) 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia):  Does  that 
paragraph  in  there  about  usin  gthe  funds  as  prescribed  here- 
vent  an  organization  that  was  a  good,  substantial  organization 
from  spending  the  money  of  their  treasury  or  appropriating  some 
money  to  buy  a  building  to  meet  in  ? 
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Now  1  have  in  mind  one  of  the  organizations  represented  here 
and  they  have  a  hall  that  I  want  to  tell  you  is  a  credit  to  their 
organization  in  Philadelphia,  1  believe  the  finest  of  its  kind. 
Now  does  this  rule  forbid  that  organization  from  using  the 
funds  of  that  organization  for  that  purpose? 

President  Golden  :    The  Committee  will  answer  that. 

Delegate  White  (Local  499,  Cohoes)  (Chairman  of  Com- 
mittee on  Executive  Council's  Report)  :  It  only  means  for 
using  funds  for  any  other  purpose  but  for  the  local.  We  consider 
that  that  is  using  it  for  the  local. 

Delegate  Turgeon  (Local  86,  Manchester)  :  Another  ques- 
tion I  would  like  to  ask  is,  we  have  a  special  death  benefit  in 
our  local  besides  the  national  benefit.  Would  that  interfere  with 
that? 

President  Golden  :    Absolutely  not,  it  could  not. 

Delegate  Starr  (Local  678,  Paterson)  :  This  all  boiled  down 
means  this:  In  the  past  we  have  tried  to  prevent  our  local 
organizations  in  different  parts  of  the  country  when  the  I.  W.  W. 
were  getting  in  a  fight,  to  appropriate  funds  belonging  to  our 
members  to  carry  on  those  fights ;  also  seceding  unions.  This  is 
to  cover  both.    That  is  about  the  gist  of  the  whole  thing. 

(The  question  was  called  for.) 

Delegate  Wilkinson  (Local  696,  Philadelphia)  :  The  point 
I  would  like  to  bring  out,  suppose  a  local  organization  should  go 
on  a  strike  without  the  endorsement  of  the  International  Union, 
naturally  they  would  receive  no  strike  pay  from  the  International 
Union,  wouldn't  there  be  objection  to  another  union  making  ap- 
propriations from  the  local  union  to  that  local  union  on  strike: 

Delegate  White  (Local  499,  Cohoes)  (Chairman  of  Com- 
mittee on  Executive  Council's  Report)  :  We  would  not  consider 
that  a  seceding  union  because  they  happened  to  violate  the  law. 

Delegate  Wilkinson  (Local  696,  Philadelphia)  :  Well  in 
case  they  have  violated  the  law. 

Delegate  White  (Local  499,  Cohoes)  (Chairman  of  Com 
mittee  on  Executive  Council's  Report)  :    The  Committee  would 
not  say  so  unless  they  had  declared  their  intention  of  seceding 
from  the  organization. 

Delegate  McKosky   (Local  706,  Philadelphia)  :    I  suggest 
that  we  add  for  the  purposes  of  the  local  union,  and  then  we  add  to 
that  "For  the  purposes  recommended  by  the  American  Federa 
tion  of  Labor  or  in  assisting  its  affihated  organizations." 

President  Golden  :    That  will  cover  it. 

Delegate  Creech  (Local  25.  Philadelphia)  :   Read  that. 
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Delegate  McKosky  (Local  706,  Philadelphia)  :  ''Which  in- 
volves the  purposes  of  the  local  union,  the  money  can  be  used  for 
that  purpose  or  for  the  purpose  recommended  by  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  or  in  assisting  its  affiliated  organizations.'' 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  One  point 
I  want  to  bring  out,  in  the  event  of  an  organization  being  ordered 
by  this  International  Union  not  to  strike,  a  local  organization 
being  ordered  by  this  International  LTnion  not  to  strike  and  that 
organization  in  defiance  of  that  order  went  out  on  strike,  would 
not  that  be  a  violation  of  the  law  for  any  organization  to  take 
the  money  out  of  the  treasury  to  assist  that  unlawful  strike  after 
they  were  ordered  not  to  strike  by  the  International  Association? 

President  Golden  :  I  should  think  so.  They  would  be  morally 
and  financially  assisting  another  local  union  affiliated  with  us  to 
violate  the  laws  of  our  International  LTnion.  . 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  I  think 
that  is  a  question  that  ought  to  be  considered  seriously  by  this 
convention.  There  is  not  any  question  but  what  that  is  liable 
to  creep  in.  An  organization  after  being  ordered  by  the  Emer- 
gency Committee  of  this  International  Union  not  to  go  out  on  a 
strike,  goes  out  on  a  strike  in  violation  of  that  order  and  an 
organization  affiliated  with  this  organization  lends  their  financial 
assistance  to  the  men  who  have  broken  the  law  of  this  Interna- 
tional Union. 

President  Golden  :  It  is  going  to  be  prohibited.  I  think  that 
law  applies  to  that  situation. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  I  move 
that  that  part  be  changed,  that  it  go  to  the  Committee  for  further 
consideration. 

Delegate  Wilkinson  (Local  696,  Philadelphia)  :  I  will  second 
that  motion,  Mr.  Chairman,  because  the  information  is  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  information  given  by  Brother  White  of  that 
Committee. 

President  Golden  :  The  motion  is  that  the  recommendation 
be  resubmitted  and  the  Committee  will  retire  to  make  an  amended 
report.  I  would  advise  that  you  finish  the  rest  of  the  report 
before  retiring. 

All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  for  the  resubmission  as  stated 
will  signify  by  saying  ''aye."  Opposed  "no."  It  is  a  unanimous 
vote  and  so  ordered. 

Article  XXXI.  The  minimum  dues  of  members  of  the  local 
unions  shall  not  be  less  than  25  cents  per  week. 

The  Committee  concur  and  so  moves. 

(The  motion  was  seconded.) 
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pRESiDKNT  (ioLDEN  :  N  Oil  havc  heard  tlic  recomnieiKlation  that 
the  minimum  (kies  of  local  unions  sliall  not  be  less  than  25  cents 
per  week. 

(  The  (|uestion  was  called  for. ) 

Delkgatk  Wilkinson  (Local  696.  Thiladelphia )  :  Although 
I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  that  and  as  a  rule  in  favor  of  liigh  dues 
because  I  believe  that  makes  an  organization,  but  I  took  this 
matter  up  in  the  Lowell  convention  from  ten  cents  to  fifteen 
cents  and  the  proviso  was  made  in  these  that  it  be  left  open  until 
January  1st,  and  I  should  say  in  this  case  that  it  should  be  left 
open  until  January  1,  1922,  in  order  that  the  organizers  going 
around  in  their  work  may  educate  the  workers  up  to  the  point 
of  25  cents  a  week  dues  and  also  give  time  for  the  local  organi- 
zations to  educate  their  members  up  to  the  25  cents  dues. 

Now,  if  there  is  no  objection,  I  would  like  to  make  a  motion, 
whether  now  or  later  on,  to  extend  it  to  that  time.  If  I  am  in 
order  I  will  make  it  now. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  oi)pose  the 
change.  We  have  two  classes  of  members  in  our  organization. 
The  weavers  that  pay  25  cents  a  week.  We  have  the  winders, 
the  burlers,  the  menders,  which  are  classified  as  "A"  and  ''B." 
The  ''A"  members  pay  25  cents  or  $3  a  quarter  in  advance.  The 
"B"  members  15  cents  a  week  ;  the  winders,  the  burlers  and  so 
forth.  I  feel  that  it  would  be  a  hardship  to  raise  their  dues  and 
leave  ours  as  they  are  because  we  make,  well,  very  nearly  as  much 
again  in  wages  as  some  of  these  workers.  In  proportion  we 
should  pay  a  little  more  than  they  are  paying.  Where  it  is  now 
25  cents  to  15  cents,  in  proportion  we  ought  to  pay  30  cents. 

Of  course,  we  never  had  much  stringency  for  money  and  for 
that  reason  I  presume  they  have  not  done  it.  But  I  am  going  to 
oppose  it  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be  a  hardship  to  the  women. 
That  is  the  whole  case.  There  are  many  men  on  the  same  kind 
of  looms.  Some  men  and  women  working  on  the  shaving  looms : 
they  make  good  wages.  We  separate  those  jobs.  We  lifted  their 
pay  up  so  that  it  is  high.  We  have  not  lifted  the  pay  of  the 
spoolers,  the  winders,  the  burlers  and  the  menders  because  they 
always  are  going  and  getting  married.  The  women  weavers  are 
either  married  or  they  are  always  going  to  get  married. 

That  is  the  reason  I  believe  it  to  be  a  bad  modification. 

Delegate  McKosky  (Local  706,  Philadelphia)  :  Will  Dele- 
gate Hall  submit  to  a  question? 

President  Golden  :  Delegate  McKosky  wants  to  ask  Delegate 
Hall  a  question. 

Delegate  McKosky  (Local  706,  Philadelphia)  :  I  would  like 
to  ask  in  regard  to  those  girl  members  in  your  organization  since 
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they  have  been  a  part  of  your  organization  have  their  wages 
been  increased  at  least  25  cents  a  week  ? 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  Oh,  yes,  more  than 
that,  but  then,  of  course,  the  cost  of  living  has  gone  up  a  lot. 

Delegate  Creech  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  This  is  one  case 
where  I  have  to  differ  with  Delegate  Hall.  While  I  recognize 
conditions,  yet  I  feel  that  the  textile  workers  hold  themselves  too 
cheaply.  I  believe  if  this  law  is  passed  here  the  local  organization 
they  represent  will  soon  provide  ways  and  means  for  making 
then  come  across  with  the  difference,  whatever  it  is,  required  to 
meet  in  the  change  of  the  law. 

Some  one  asked  whether  they  had  received  25  cents  increase 
since  they  were  members  of  the  organization.  I  would  say,  "Yes 
and  then  some,  multiplied  over  and  over  again."  Many  of  the 
textile  workers,  of  course,  need  all  that  they  have  received,  but 
they  also  should  pay  proportionately.  I  believe  we  all  should  pay 
a  little  more. 

I  am  heartily  in  accord  with  the  change  that  is  proposed  in 
the  law  to  increase  the  dues  for  textile  workers  25  cents.  I 
hope  to  see  it  in  the  near  future  when  we  will  at  least  take  in 
one  hundred  per  cent  more;  fifty  cents  a  week  and  at  that  time 
we  will  start  to  make  progress  indeed  in  organizing  the  workers. 
We  have  been  holding  our  organization  too  cheap.  I  think  since 
the  last  time,  putting  the  minimum  at  15  cents,  they  have  started 
to  make  some  progress.  Now  we  must  take  the  next  step  and 
make  it  25  in  the  hope  that  by  next  year  they  will  have  so  bene- 
fited that  there  won't  be  any  question  about  a  further  advance. 
(Applause.) 

President  Golden  :    Are  you  ready  for  the  question  ? 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  want  to  make  a 
change.  I  move  to  strike  out  figures  "25''  and  insert  the  figure 
"20"  as  the  minimum. 

(The  motion  was  seconded.) 

President  Golden  :  It  has  been  moved  and  seconded  that  the 
recommendation  be  amended  to  strike  out  the  figures  "25"  and 
substitute  the  figure  "20."  Is  there  anything  to  be  said  on  the 
amendment  ? 

Delegate  Wilkinson  (Local  696,  Philadelphia)  :  I  am  in 
favor  of  the  25  cents  dues.  I  know  we  have  got  girls  in  our 
organization  who  can  pay  25  cents  a  week  dues  and  we  are  a 
little  ahead  of  the  girls.  We  pay  35  cents  dues  because  we  feel 
we  make  a  little  more  and  we  ought  to  pay  a  little  more. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in  Philadelphia. 
Our  lady  members  are  coming  in  contact  with  the  lady  members 
of  other  organizations  and  especially  other  organizations  where 
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they  only  pay  sixty  cents  a  month.  Now  we  find  that  there  is  a 
conflict  on  practically  all  the  time  between  our  members  and  those 
of  this  other  local  organization.  They  work  in  the  same  mill  but 
in  different  parts.  Now  I  have  been  trying  to  advocate  or  have 
advocated  high  dues  for  some  time.  1  think  that  25  cents  is  not 
too  much.  Five  cents  of  the  25  cents  a  week  that  they  pay  goes 
into  a  separate  strike  fund  to  be  used  in  case  of  strikes  only.  Five 
cents  of  that  goes  into  that  fund.  Now  I  think  that  25  cents  is 
about  right.  I  think  if  we  make  it  25  cents  and  extend  the  time, 
we  will  say  until  as  suggested,  1922,  January  1st,  that  will  cover 
practically  15  months.  I  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  adopt 
the  25  cents,  leaving  the  members  for  the  next  15  months  to  be 
educated  up  to  that  point  and  let  it  go  at  that. 

Delegate  Geiges  (Local  706,  Philadelphia)  :  I  would  just 
Hke  to  say  a  few  w^ords.  1  happen  to  be  a  member  of  the  organi- 
zation that  Brother  Wilkinson  is  referring  to.  Our  lady  mem- 
bers are  only  paying  60  cents  at  the  present  time,  helpers  75  cents. 
Of  course,  the  men  pay  $2  a  month.  We  have  been  doing  that 
in  order  to  encourage  these  girls  to  come  into  the  organization, 
but  I  want  to  say  that  I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  the  resolution 
because  I  feel  that  it  should  be  passed  here.  If  we  bring  the 
news  back  to  our  organization  they  will,  the  boys  and  girls,  have 
to  pay  it ;  they  will  pay  it  because  they  will  have  to  pay  it. 

Of  course,  we  can  make  it  June,  1921.  I  would  make  that 
motion  if  there  is  not  a  motion  before  the  body  at  the  present 
time  that  the  resolution  be  adopted  that  it  be  effective  1921. 

(The  motion  seconded.) 

President  Golden  :  That  is  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

Delegate  Geiges  (Local  706,  Philadelphia)  :  I  move  that 
the  resolution  be  adopted  and  that  it  be  effective  June,  1921. 

(Motion  seconded.) 

President  Golden  :  Is  there  anything  to  be  said  on  the  amend- 
mend  to  the  amendment? 

Delegate  Earnhardt  (Local  1222,  Concord)  :  Has  the 
brother  set  the  date?  I  would  request  that  it  would  be  June 
30th,  because  that  would  be  the  end  of  the  quarter. 

(The  question  is  called  for.) 

President  Golden  :  An  amendment  to  the  amendment  is  that 
the  25  cent  minimum  dues  be  adopted  but  not  to  go  into  effect 
until  June  30th  of  next  year.  The  amendment  to  the  motion  is 
that  the  figure  "25"  be  stricken  out  and  "20"  cents  inserted.  The 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  is  that  the  25  cent  minimum 
dues  goes  into  effect,  do  I  understand  it  has  been  decided  on? 
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Can  you  tell  the  delegates  so  that  they  can  vote  intelligently  when 
you  intend  to  recommend  that  25  cents  to  go  into  effect? 

Delegate  Webber  (Local  1380,  Paterson)  (Secretary  of  Com- 
mittee on  Executive  Council's  Report)  :  No  date  set  in  regard 
to  the  25  cents.  "The  minimum  dues  of  the  members  of  the  local 
unions  shall  not  be  less  than  25  cents  per  week." 

President  Golden  :  We  are  not  confused  on  that  particular 
point.  Could  you  not  give  us  information  as  to  what  you  intend 
to  recommend  as  the  date  when  the  25  cents  dues  go  into  effect? 

Delegate  Webber  (Local  1380,  Paterson)  (Secretary  of  Com- 
mittee on  Executive  Council's  Report)  :  Only  the  information 
that  all  recommendations  that  have  any  dates  to  be  decided  on 
were  all  to  be  made  one  date  together. 

President  Golden  :  The  amendment  to  the  amendment  goes 
first,  that  the  25  cent  minimum  dues  be  adopted  to  go  in  effect 
on  June  30th,  1921.    Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

All  those  in  favor  of  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  will 
signify  by  saying  "aye."  Opposed  "no."  The  "ayes"  seem  to 
have  it.    The  "ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

The  amendment  to  the  motion  is  that  the  figures  "25"  be 
stricken  out  and  the  figures  "20"  be  inserted.  Are  you  ready  for 
the  question? 

All  those  in  favor  of  the  amendment  will  signify  by  saying 
"aye."   Those  opposed  "no."   The  amendment  is  lost. 

The  question  recurs  on  the  original  recommendation.  I  want 
to  point  out  to  the  delegates  that  the  Committee  has  told  us  that 
they  have  not  set  any  date.  That  is  the  reason  why  we  must 
put  the  original  motion.  All  those  in  favor  of  the  original  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  will  signify  by  saying  "aye."  Those 
opposed  "no."  The  Chair  is  in  doubt. 

Delegate  White  (Local  499,  Cohoes)  ( Chairman  of  Com- 
mittee on  Executive  Council's  Report)  :  One  of  the  members 
of  the  Committee  got  up  and  moved  it,  Brother  Geiges. 

President  Golden  :  T  do  not  know  all  your  Committees.  Other- 
wise I  would  have  only  put  the  amendment  to  the  original  motion. 

Now  we  are  informed  that  the  Committee  has  accepted  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment  as  their  recommendation,  so  that 
the  question  now  recurs  on  the  original  motion  as  amended  by 
the  amendment  to  the  amendment,  that  25  cents  be  the  minimum 
dues  and  to  go  into  effect  on  June  30th,  1921. 

All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  as  amended  will  signify  by 
saying  "aye."  Those  opposed  "no."  The  "ayes"  seem  to  have 
it,  the  "ayes"  have  it  and  so  ordered. 
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Article  XXX.  Section  1.  'I'he  funds  or  property  of  a  local 
union  shall  be  used  only  for  such  purposes  as  are  specified  in  this 
constitution  and  l)y  laws  and  as  may  be  required  to  transact  and 
properly  conduct  its  own  business.  No  funds  of  a  local  union  can 
be  loaned,  donated  or  appropriated  to  aid  or  assist  any  seceding 
independent  or  antagonistic  organization  or  any  of  our  local  unions 
violating  the  strike  laws  of  our  International  Union. 

The  (\^mmittee  recommend  concurrence  and  so  moves. 
(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

Delegates  Hall,  O'Donnell,  Bradley  and  Powers  spoke  on  the 
question. 

Delegaik  Webber  (Local  1380,  Paterson)  (Secretary  of  Com- 
mittee on  Executive  Council's  Report)  :  Mr.  President,  your 
Committee  on  Executive  Council's  Report  now  being  finished, 
we  respectfully  submit  our  report. 

(Signed)    Joseph  R.  White, 

GUSTAVE  GeIGES, 

Emil  Webber, 
James  F.  Boylan, 
Harry  Eatough. 

Delegate  McKosky  (Local  706,  Philadelphia)  Chairman  of 
Committee  on  Law)  :  The  Committee  on  Law  wishes  to  report. 
We  won't  take  up  much  of  your  time,  as  the  resolutions  referred 
to  them  have  been  largely  covered  by  the  Report  of  the  Executive 
Council's  Report. 

I  might  say  that  resolution  No.  29,  presented  by  the  Southern 
delegates  regarding  the  salaries  of  organizers  has  been  withdrawn 
because  the  convention  has  already  acted  verbally  on  the  matter. 

Resolution  No.  25  relative  to  the  minirnum  dues  of  25  cents 
also  has  been  acted  on  by  the  Committee  on  Executive  Council's 
Report. 

Resolution  N^o.  6,  asking  that  the  initiation  fee  of  $2  and  the 
per  capita  tax  be  increased  to  50  cents  a  month  and  that  the 
strike  pay  be  increaser  to  $8  have  been  practically  acted  upon 
by  the  Committee  on  Executive  Council's  Report  and  your  Com- 
mittee recommends  non-concurrence.  Resolution  No.  6  reads  as 
follows : 

RESOLUTION  NO.  6. 
Article  HL  to  be  changed  as  follows : 

For  all  members  joining  this  organization  an  initiation  fee  of 
$2.00  must  be  sent  to  the  International  Office.  This  shall  include 
the  first  month's  per  capita  tax. 
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Article  X.  to  be  changed  as  follows : 

The  per  capita  tax  of  local  unions  admitted  into  the  Interna- 
tional Union  shall  be  fifty  (50)  cents  per  month  per  member. 

Section  2..    Take  out. 

Article  XL  to  be  changed  as  follows: 

The  International  Organization  shall  provide  in  case  of  a  strike 
the  sum  of  eight  ($8)  dollars  per  week. 

(Signed)    Lewis  Ludwig, 

Pompton  Lakes,  N.  J. 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee.   Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

(The  question  was  called  for.) 

President  Golden  :  All  those  in  favor  of  the  non-concurrence 
signify  by  saying  "aye."  Opposed  "no."  It  is  a  unanimous  vote 
and  so  ordered. 

Delegate  McKosky  (Local  706,  Philadelphia)  (Chairman  of 
Committee  on  Law)  :    Resolution  No.  14  is  as  follows: 

RESOLUTION  NO.  14. 

To  the  Delegates  Assembled  at  the  Twentieth  Annual  Convention 
of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America: 

Being  that  our  constitution  does  not  cover  satisfactorily  in  one 
particular  point  that  has  arisen  and  may  arise  again,  the  welfare 
of  our  members,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  in  all  cases  where  the  National  Emergency  Com- 
mittee sanctions  a  strike  and  the  members  of  other  locals  of  the 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America  not  having  grievances  of 
their  own  are  locked  out,  through  such  action  sanctioned  by  the 
Emergency  Committee,  all  such  members  being  locked  out  that 
are  in  good  standing,  are  to  receive  strike  benefits  as  set  forth 
by  the  constitution,  namely,  the  present  rate  of  $6  per  week. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)    Emil  Webber,  Local  1380. 

Clara  Tillesne,  Local  1380. 
Bessie  Conningswood,  Local  1380. 
Arthur  Hopper,  Local  1380. 
Joseph  Rose,  Local  1380. 
William  H.  Walton,  Local  1058. 

The  Committee  recommends  non-concurrence,  feeling  that  the 
law  governing  the  matter  is  already  sufficient  due  to  the  fact 
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that  the  delegates  did  not  see  fit  to  increase  the  taxes  sufficient 
to  meet  the  situation.    I  so  move. 

(The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted.) 

President  Golden  :  Are  there  any  other  committees  to  report  ? 
Have  all  the  committees  reported  ?  Have  all  the  resolutions  been 
acted  upon? 

Secretary  Conboy  (Local  721,  Roxbury)  :  T  have  not  any 
more. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  I  want  to 
know,  Mr.  President,  if  it  is  possible  to  amend  any  part  of  this 
law  from  the  floor  of  the  convention. 

President  Golden  :    It  is  by  motion  and  a  two-thirds  vote. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  I  move, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that  Section  13  of  Article  32  the  words  "No 
religious"  shall  be  stricken  out  of  that  section.  In  other  words, 
it  says  here — I  will  read  the  article  here  as  it  is. 

13.  No  religious  or  political  party  question  will,  under  any 
circumstances,  be  allowed  to  he  introduced  at  any  convention  of 
this  International  Union. 

I  would  like  to  insert  in  there,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  "Any  politi- 
cal measure  that  is  beneficial  to  the  members  of  this  organization 
shall  be  allowed  discussion  on  the  floor  of  this  convention."  I 
would  like  that  article  changed  to  read  that  way. 

(The  motion  was  seconded.) 

President  Golden  :  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question  ? 

(The  question  was  called  for.) 

Delegate  McKosky  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  (Chairman  of 
Committee  on  Law)  :  The  present  one  particularly  states  politi- 
cal party  question  and  it  in  no  way  aflPects  the  political  questions 
aflPecting  workers  such  as  the  matter  of  legislation. 

President  Golden  :    It  says  religious  question. 

Delegate  McKosky  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  I  am  op- 
posed to  the  motion  if  they  are  going  to  inject  religious  questions 
into  our  organization. 

Delegate  Wilkinson  (Local  696,  Philadelphia)  :  I  think  it 
would  be  wise  if  he  would  not  only  make  it  apply  to  our  organi- 
zation, but  let  us  say  the  American  Federation  of  Labor.  I  think, 
Brother  O'Donnell.  that  it  can  be  extended  to  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  without  hurting  the  intent  of  your  motion. 

President  Golden  :    We  cannot  legislate  for  the  American 
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Federation  of  Labor  ;  only  instruct  the  delegates.  We  cannot 
pass  motions  for  the  rules  of  the  x\merican  Federation. 

Delegate  Wilkinson  (Local  696,  Philadelphia)  :  The  mem- 
bers of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor.  What  I  mean,  for 
instance,  supposing  the  coal  miners  had  a  strike.  It  does  not 
affect  our  members  here,  but  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  this 
organization  would  take  it  up  in  a  convention  and  if  the  strike 
was  on  at  that  time  to  pass  legislation  to  benefit  the  members 
involved  in  that  strike ;  not  confine  it  solely  to  the  members  of 
this  International  L^nion. 

President  Golden  :  I  might  say  for  the  information  of  the 
delegates  that  President  Gompers  has  given  a  ruling  on  that 
particular  point.  In  the  Pittsburgh  convention  many  years  ago 
President  Mahone  of  the  Street  Car  Workers  raised  a  point  of 
order  where  a  delegate  was  mentioning  or  referring  to  some 
things  similar  to  what  was  reported  upon  such  as  the  antagonism 
of  the  Catholic  Unions  in  Canada.  On  the  constitution  the  whole 
thing  was  ruled  out  of  order,  but  at  the  following  convention 
President  Gompers  announced  that,  after  due  consideration,  if 
any  religious  or  political  question  that  was  not  a  political  party 
question,  was  raised  or  discussed  or  a  resolution  introduced  if  it 
had  a  tendency  and  an  intent  to  protect  and  safeguard  our  move- 
ment, he  would  allow  it  on  the  floor  of  the  convention. 

If  a  resolution  or  discussion  came  up  that  brought  in  a  religious 
question  and  that  the  intent  of  the  discussion  or  the  resolution 
was  to  safeguard  our  movement  against  the  antagonism  of  any 
religion  or  any  denomination,  I  would  rule  it  in  order,  simply 
because  of  the  fact  that  it  is  a  clergyman,  for  instance,  who  is 
attacking  our  organization  in  my  judgment  does  not  make  it  a 
religious  question. 

I  think  when  a  clergyman  of  any  denomination  attacks  our 
movement  he  ceases  to  be  a  true  representative  of  religion.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

Delegate  McDonnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  I  do  not 
think  that  Section  13  of  Article  32  should  be  disturbed.  We  should 
have  this  safeguarded  here  for  this  International  Organization. 
I  think  Section  13  of  Article  32  should  stay  where  it  is.  Religious 
and  political  parties  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  trade  union 
movement.  You  can  be  a  Republican  and  I  am  Democrat.  That 
is  our  business.  If  we  are  going  to  start  this  here,  well  I  am 
fearful  of  the  future  of  the  International  movement.  I  do  not 
think  that  it  should  be  disturbed. 

Delegate  Starr  (Local  678,  Paterson)  :  I  move  you  that  we 
proceed  to  business. 

President  Golden  :   There  is  a  motion  before  the  house. 

Dele(;.\tk  Stark  (Local  67(S,  Paterson):    I  did  not  know  that 
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the  motion  that  was  made  was  seconded.  We  have  a  law  covering 
that  particular  thing,  enough  for  reUgious  or  political  parties.  If 
we  are  going  to  open  this  convention  at  any  time  now  or  in  the 
future  to  discuss  anything  other  than  our  own  problems  we  are 
going  to  get  into  a  jam. 

What  one  man  might  think  beneficial  to  this  organization  I 
might  think  altogether  different.  As  we  differ  on  the  political 
questions  we  might  on  the  religious  question.  I  think  the  ruling 
of  President  Golden  is  a  good  one.  Anything  brought  up  here  in 
his  judgment  and  the  judgment  of  the  members  we  can  discuss. 

I  hope  the  delegates  will  vote  down  any  motion  to  that  effect 
and  no  political  or  religious  party  should  come  in  here  and  try  to 
control.  I  think  they  are  on  the  wrong  track.  I  would  like  to 
see  the  President's  decision  or  position  upheld  and  let  the  law 
alone. 

Delegate  Johnston  (Local  949,  Philadelphia)  :  I  move  you, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that  this  motion  be  laid  on  the  table. 

(The  motion  was  seconded.) 

President  Golden  :  Delegate  O'Donnell,  under  the  by-laws, 
is  permitted  to  be  the  last  speaker  on  his  motion.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  fair  to  lay  it  on  the  table  before  he  has  spoken.  All  you  need 
to  do  is  either  to  pass  the  motion  or  vote  it  down  and  that  dis- 
poses of  the  whole  subject.  If  there  are  no  other  speakers  that 
desire  the  floor  I  will  call  on  Delegate  O'Donnell. 

Delegate  Johnston  (Local  949,  Philadelphia)  :  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order.  You  accepted  a  motion  to  lay  on  the  table, 
haven't  you? 

President  Golden  :    But  I  am  appealing  to  your  fairness. 

Delegate  Johnston  (Local  949,  Philadelphia)  :  I  claim  that 
the  speaker  is  out  of  order.  I  will  be  perfectly  willing  to  allow 
the  speaker  to  proceed  only  now  it  is  twenty  minutes  to  six. 

President  Golden  :  The  matter  of  time  makes  no  difference. 
It  does  not  put  the  man  out  of  order.  Delegate  O'Donnell  is  in 
order. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Local  702,  Philadelphia)  :  I  do  not 
know  whether  I  put  that  thing  properly  or  not.  I  would  like  to 
know  whether  I  put  that  thing  properly  or  not.  I  am  in  favor  of 
cutting  out  religious  discussion,  but  I  would  like  to  say  something 
on  my  motion  from  the  political  standpoint. 

In  1915  in  the  city  I  come  from  I  attended  a  State  Convention 
in  session  we  got  word  that  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Bill 
was  to  have  a  hearing  in  the  State  Legislative  Hall.  We  moved 
in  that  convention  that  we  appoint  a  committee  to  attend  the 
hearing  on  that  ^^^orkmen's  Compensation  Law  and  the  conven- 
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tion  adjourned  and  attended  that  hearing  in  a  body.  Three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  delegates  walked  up  to  that  Legislative  Hall,  and  I 
want  to  say  to  you  delegates  in  this  meeting  that  we  stayed  at  that 
hearing  four  consecutive  hours. 

Now  I  want  to  point  out  one  instance.  The  entire  manufac- 
turing interests,  the  entire  incorporators  of  that  were  either  rep- 
resented personally  or  represented  by  their  attorneys.  They 
fought  for  four  consecutive  hours  to  defeat  every  part  of  that 
Workmen's  Compensation  Law  that  would  benefit  any  part  of 
the  workingmen  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  Consequently,  Mr. 
Chairman  and  delegates,  we  were  watching  and  observing  the  men  ^ 
that  were  at  that  hearing  and  marking  them  if  they  voted  against 
that  proposed  legislation  because  if  they  did  we  proposed  to  go 
out  and  defeat  them. 

Further,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  last  session  of  Congress  Rep- 
resentative Asch  and  Senator  Cummings  of  Iowa  voted  to  pass 
a  measure  or  introduced  a  measure  to  place  in  involuntary  servi- 
tude the  workmen  of  this  country,  and,  due  to  the  efforts  of  the 
men  that  considered  political  measures  along  with  labor  measures, 
Representative  Asch  was  defeated  for  renomination  to  Congress 
and  Senator  Cummings  will  be  defeated  in  Iowa.  Is  that  a  politi- 
cal measure  that  is  of  interest  to  the  members  of  this  organiza- 
tion? 

As  I  stated  the  other  day,  Mr.  Chairman  and  brother  delegates, 
the  laws  that  have  been  passed  on  the  State  books  of  this  country 
have  placed  a  burden  on  the  organized  workmen  of  this  country 
to  the  extent  that  every  time  they  get  into  a  strike  the  injunction 
law  is  used  against  them.  I  say  that  we  should  take  this  matter 
up  and  discuss  it  on  the  floor  of  this  convention  to  advise  the 
members  and  the  delegates  who  come  here  and  inform  them  of 
the  record  of  the  men  that  have  voted  to  place  this  legislation  on 
the  books  of  our  country  and  our  states. 

Further,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  Child  Labor  Laws  of  this  coun- 
try our  American  Federation  of  Labor  has  gone  on  record  time 
and  again  and  have  also  tested  that  infamous  Child  Labor  Law. 
Is  that  a  question  for  the  members  of  this  organization  to  discuss 
and  take  up  seriously? 

That  is  the  reason  I  think,  Mr.  Chairman  and  delegates,  that 
the  time  has  come  when  the  members  of  organized  labor  have 
got  to  get  into  the  thick  of  political  questions  just  as  well  as  the 
members  of  the  manufacturers  and  the  corporate  interests  of  this 
country.  I  want  to  ask  any  delegate  here  that  ever  attended  the 
Legislative  Hall  or  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  if  you  have 
attended  a  session  there,  whether  some  representative  was  not 
present  from  the  corporate  interests  of  this  country  looking  after 
their  legislation.  Not  a  single  one  but  has  their  representative. 
Believe  me,  in  the  state  that  I  come  from  the  manufacturing 
interests  control  practically  the  legislation  in  that  State. 
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So  consequently  as  it  affects  textile  workers  it  affects  every 
man  that  works  for  a  living,  and  I  believe  that  free  political  dis- 
cussion should  be  allowed  on  the  floor  of  this  convention  to  inform 
the  members  as  to  who  are  our  enemies  in  the  making  of  the 
laws  for  us  in  our  daily  life.  That  is  the  reason  I  offered  the 
motion.  I  do  not  want  any  religious  discussions  here,  but  I  think 
we  should  discuss  poHtical  questions  that  help  to  pass  this  infa- 
mous legislation  and  to  use  our  information  toward  defeating 
them  for  re-election.  (Applause.) 

(The  question  was  called  for.) 

President  Golden:  The  question  has  been  called  for.  All 
those  in  favor  of  the  motion — 

Delegate  McCarthy  (Local  1137,  Manchester)  :  What  is  the 
question  ? 

President  Golden  :  Delegate  O'Donnell  has  moved  that  the 
word  "religious"  be  stricken  out  of  the  rules  of  order,  Article  32, 
Section  13.    He  has  moved  that  that  be  stricken  out. 

All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  signify  by  saying  "aye," 
Those  opposed  "no."  The  "noes"  seem  to  have  it  and  it  is  so 
ordered. 

Delegate  Beardsley  (Local  825,  Philadelphia)  :  Mr.  Chair- 
man, we  have  had  our  fights  and  arguments.  We  have  gone 
one  against  the  other  on  resolutions,  motions  and  so  on.  I  hope 
that  every  one  will  forget  the  fight  of  the  Philadelphia  delegation. 
We  forget  and  we  forgive  everything  that  anybody  has  said  or 
fought  against  us.  All  we  would  like  to  say  in  return  is  that  next 
year  at  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  do  not  forget  Philadelphia.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

Delegate  Fleming  (Local  1144,  Manchester)  :  Mr.  President 
and  delegates,  on  behalf  of  the  labor  people  of  Manchester  I 
want  to  thank  the  delegates  for  honoring  us  with  this  convention 
here,  and  we  hope  we  will  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  again. 
We  wish  you  godspeed  on  your  way  home  and  we  hope  that  you 
will  arrive  home  safely.    We  thank  you.    (Prolonged  applause.) 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  believe  our  con- 
stitution is  sacred  to  all.  I  believe  we  are  impressed  by  that  fact 
continually  throughout  the  convention.  I  want  to  read  one  article 
of  the  constitution  and  point  out  this  violation.   Article  18. 

Article  XVHL    Conventions.    Section  1. 

The  Convention  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America 
shall  be  held  at  such  time  and  place  as  may  be  named  at  the 
previous  convention ;  it  shall  require  nine  (9)  legal,  bona  fide 
delegates  from  at  least  four  (4)  unions  to  hold  a  convention. 

Now  at  the  convention  in  Baltimore  we  voted  to  hold  our  con- 
vention in  September. 
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Delegate  Delaney  (Local  486,  Pawtucket)  :  I  move  for  a 
point  of  order.  I  would  like  to  ask  Brother  Hall  to  read  all  the 
article. 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  I  am  reading -the 
article  in  reference  to  the  calling  of  conventions,  how  they  are 
called.  I  read  you  that  the  constitution  provided  that  the  place 
of  meeting  of  the  next  convention  should  be  decided  at  the  pre- 
vious convention  and  the  convention  be  so  held. 

For  instance,  in  Baltimore  we  selected  Manchester,  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  we  designated  September  as  the  time  of  the  holding 
of  this  convention.  Sometime  prior  to  the  time  it  should  be  held 
we  received  a  notice  that  it  has  been  changed.  There  was  nothing 
in  the  convention  that  called  for  changing  the  date.  Our  local 
union  sent  in  a  protest  against  the  change  of  the  date  of  the  con- 
vention. I  do  not  know  whether  the  other  unions  noticed  that  it 
had  been  changed,  but  it  was  without  consent  and  in  violation  of 
the  constitution.    We  did. 

When  we  slip  up  on  the  laws  and  violate  this  constitution  it 
is  pointed  out  to  us  that  it  is  so  sacred  that  it  must  not  be  broken 
in  any  manner.  Now,  if  the  law  has  to  be  obeyed  by  the  members 
our  local  union  insists  that  no  official  must  break  it. 

Now  the  officials  of  this  organization  did  break  it  by  changing 
the  date  of  the  convention,  violating  the  mandate  of  the  previous 
convention.  I  think  it  is  all  wrong.  I  think  the  sooner  our  offi- 
cials obey  the  mandates  of  the  convention  and  the  laws  laid  down 
by  the  convention  the  better  for  all.  Our  local  union  instructed 
us  to  bring  this  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  convention.  We 
were  told  we  were  the  only  ones  that  complained  about  the  viola- 
tion of  the  constitution. 

President  Golden  :  I  just  want  in  three  words  to  explain. 
When  one  of  our  officials  was  paid  the  highest  tribute  in  the 
history  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  by  being  elected 
the  first  woman  delegate  we  were  facing  the  ordeal  of  having  to 
hold  a  convention  with  the  General  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
absent.  A  vote  was  taken  by  the  Executive  Council  and  the 
Executive  Council  felt  in  their  judgment  that  on  account  of  that 
unexpected  and  unusual  tribute  that  will  go  down  in  history  to 
the  credit  of  our  organization,  they  felt  the  members  of  the 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America  or  at  least  the  majority  of 
them,  would  be  willing  to  accept  a  two  weeks'  jwstponement  on 
account  of  the  splendid  honor  that  had  l)eeu  paid  to  us.  (Pro- 
longed applause.) 

Delegate  Riviere  (Local  1127,  Manchester)  :  I  move  that  we 
concur  in  the  action  of  our  General  Executive  Board  in  post- 
poning the  convention. 

(The  motion  was  seconded.) 
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President  Golden:  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question  ? 

Delegate  Hall  (Local  25,  Philadelphia)  :  Can  we  endorse  a 
violation  of  the  law? 

President  Golden:  Wait  until  we  get  the  votes.  All  those 
in  favor  of  the  motion  will  signify  by  saying  "aye."  Opposed 
"no."  The  "ayes"  seem  to  have  it,  the  "ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so 
ordered. 

Delegate  Garrity  (Local  1232.  Providence)  :  I  make  a 
motion  that  we  give  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  to  the  labor  interests 
of  Manchester  for  the  very  pleasant  week  we  have  had. 

President  Golden  :  The  motion  was  seconded.  All  those  in 
favor  of  the  motion  will  please  rise. 

(All  the  delegates  present  arose  and  gave  three  cheers.) 

Delegate  Walter  (Local  1112,  Montreal)  :  On  behalf  of  my 
Canadian  brothers  and  sisters  whom  I  represent,  I  wish  to  thank 
the  labor  people  of  Manchester  and  all  the  United  Textile  Work- 
ers' delegates  to  this  convention  for  the  good  spirit  and  the  friend- 
ship that  they  have  shown  to  their  Canadian  brothers  and  sisters 
during  the  convention. 

I  hope  that  in  two  years  we  will  have  the  occasion  to  repay  some 
of  it  by  bringing  the  convention  to  Montreal.  I  want  to  thank 
you.  (Applause.) 

President  Golden  :  I  want  to  announce  a  meeting  of  the  new 
Executive  Board  immediately  upon  the  adjournment  of  this  con- 
vention at  the  office  in  Manchester  House. 

Is  there  any  more  business  to  come  before  this  convention? 

It  was  moved  that  the  convention  adjourn. 

(Motion  seconded.) 

President  Golden  :  Before  I  put  the  motion  will  there  be 
order?  Before  I  put  the  motion  to  adjourn  I  just  want  to  say 
this  sentence: 

No  matter  about  our  differences  of  opinion,  the  records  of  this 
convention  will  show  that  it  has  been  the  most  wonderful  and 
progressive  convention,  besides  the  largest,  ever  held  by  the 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 

I  want  to  say  also  that  I  echo  the  sentiment  of  Delegate  Beards- 
ley — ^we  had  our  fights,  we  have  differed  and  then  w^e  have  agreed 
to  stand  by  the  majority.  I  want  to  say  to  the  delegates  here 
while  it  has  been  a  little  difficult  at  times  to  control  the  convention, 
nevertheless  the  controlling  of  this  large  body  has  not  been  a  very 
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difficult  task  and  that  is  a  credit  and  a  tribute  to  the  delegates 
who  have  gone  through  these  deliberations. 

I  wish  you  Godspeed  home.  I  hope  the  lessons  of  this  conven- 
tion wilU  be  of  benefit  to  us  all  and  will  redound  to  the  benefit 
and  upbuilding  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  and 
that  God  will  spare  us  to  all  meet  again  in  the  City  of  Knoxville, 
Tennessee,  next  September.    (Prolonged  applause.) 

It  has  been  regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  we  adjourn. 

All  those  in  favor  signify  by  saying  ''aye."  Opposed  *'no."  It 
is  the  unanimous  vote  and  so  ordered. 

The  convention  now  stands  adjourned. 

(The  convention  adjourned  at  5.50  o'clock  P.  M. 
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